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PREFACE

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the

Union and Confederate Navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professor J. R. Soley, U. S.

Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.
In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-

sification was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander

F. M. Wise, U. S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U. S. Navy, in

May, 1893.

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con-

gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first

five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and

the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of

these volumes was accomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was suc-

ceeded by Professor Edward K. Rawson, U. S. Navy, as superintend-

ent, under whose able administration volumes 6-14 were published.

Professor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U. S. Naval

Academy September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr. Charles W.
Stewart.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of

publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only

the use of such material as may be certffied to be contemporaneous

naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the

following order of arrangement

:

I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,

both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the

Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States during

the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels acting

singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the world.

These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and diagrams.

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and

flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of

any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports,
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II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-

ence relating to

—

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-

menceinent of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress

of the war, including the annual and special reports of the Secre-

tary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus.

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, in

eluding privateers, setting forth also the annual and special

reports of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of

bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels. Union and Confederate, as far

as can be obtained.

4. Returns of naval and mihtary property captured by the

navies of both sides during the war.

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above

sections as far as practicable.

III. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,

and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially

relating to the matter of the first and second series.

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the

volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of

vessels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as

they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been repro-

duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the

carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while

the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly

are on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond-

ence between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.

Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the

work would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore

has spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief

actors on both sides. These papers have for the most part been
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of

the work. The reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly

complete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederate

records are not equally complete, due to the great difficulty found in

collecting them, and also to the fact that a large part of the archives

of the Confederate Navy Department was burned at the close of the

war. Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of the

country, conducted by a special agent of the Department, have
brought to light many duplicates of these papers, found among the

personal files of participants. It is hoped that the publication will

revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead
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them to bring to the notice of the Department the whereabouts of any
papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they

may have knowledge.

The twenty-first volume of the records (Series I, vol. 21), which has

recently been pubhshed by the Department, gives the operations of

the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from January 1 to December 31,

1864. The present volume (Series I, vol. 22) gives the operations of

the West Gulf Blockading Squadron from January 1, 1865, to January

31, 1866, and the operations of the Naval Forces on Western Waters
from May 8, 1861, to April 11, 1862.

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a

distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
both sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the misceUar-

neous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume.

Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-

federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement

of the records, in connection with the fuU and complete index to each

volume, win afford ample means of reference to its contents without

other subdivision or classification. In reports of special or single

events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the

chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents
have been placed together in the compilation.

Charles W. Stewart,
Compiler.

Navy Department,
Washington, D. C, October, 1908.

Note.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-

tribution of the sets comprising the pubhcation (act of Congress

approved July 31, 1904):

* * * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty

copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of

the Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein author-

ized of said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives
shall be sent bj' the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organiza^

tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the

purpose of this distribution hereiri provided for to place these records

m public libraries, and with permanent organizations having libraries,

so far as such libraries may exist in the several States and Territories.

Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Rep-
resentative and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses,

and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are

published, until the publication is completed; and aU sets that may
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not be ordered to be distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the

Secretary of the Navy for cost of pubUcation, with ten per centum
added tnereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the

Treasuiy. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the

same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators,

Representatives, or Delegates who have designated the same, who
thereupon may designate other hbraries, organizations, or individuals.

The Secretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance

the volumes are sent.

The foUowiag joint resolution regarding the distribution of the work

was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate arid House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assemhted, That the Secretary of the

Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis-

tributed copies of the Official Records of the War of the RebeUion,
both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such hbraries,

organizations, and individuals as may be designated before the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth

Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third

Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said

Official Records or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress approved July tlurty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four,

and the joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundred
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in

said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28, 1896,

which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* * * For printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for
supplying officers of the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars.
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SERIES I.

1. Operations of the cruisers, 1861-1865.

Union cruisers.

West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Eear-Admiral Wllliea, U. S. N., 1862-1863.

West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Eear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. N., 1863-1864.

Coniedorate cruisers and privateers.

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861.

Surrender of the Penaacola Navy Yard.
Cooperation of tlie Navy in the relief of Jort Pickens.

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861.

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard.
Home Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, XJ. S. N.

4. Operations on the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, 1861-1865.

Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U. S. N., 1861.

Potomac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U. S. N., 1861.

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, TJ. S. N., 1861-1862.

Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. S. N., 186^1863.

Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U. S. N., 1863-1865.

5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Stringham, U. S. N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861.

West India Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Pendergrast, U. S. N., 1861.

Naval Defenses of Vjiginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Barron, C. S. N.
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U. S. N., 1861.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. S. N.
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Buchanan, C. S. N.
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. S. N.
James River Flotilla, imder Commodore Wilkes, TJ. S. N., 1862.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. N., 1862-1864.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Offlcers Forrest and llitchell, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Offlcer Lynch, C. S. N.

North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, imder Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Offlcers Mitchell and Semmes, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Pinkney, C. S. N.

North Atiantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. S. N., 1865.

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U. S. N., 1861-1863.

* Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Offlcer Tattnall, C. S. N.
* Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Offlcer Ingraham, C. S. N.

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U. S. N., 1863-1865.

* Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Tucker, 0. S. N.
Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Offlcers Hunter and Tattnall, C. S. N.

* The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who have
any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War
Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

xm
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6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Gull Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Mervine, TJ. S. N., 1861.

Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

Mississippi River Defenses, vmder Flag-OflBcer HoUins, C. S. N.

East Golf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer UcKean, U. S. N., 1862.

East Gull Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admirul Lardner, U. S. N., 1868.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Eear-Admira! Bailey, U. S. N., 1862-1864.

East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Captain Greene, U. S. N., 1864.

East Gull Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offlcer Farragut, U. S. N., 1862-1863.

Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U. S. N., 1862.

Lower Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. S. N., 1862.

* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-OfHcer Randolph, C. S. N.

Trans-Mississippi Marine Department, under Major Leon Smith, C. S. A.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U. S. N. (ad interim), 1863.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U. S. N., 1864.

* Mobile Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. S. N.

West Gull Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. N., 1865.

Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. S. N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. S. N., 1861.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. N., 1861-1862.

* Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Offlcer HoUlns, C. 8. N.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U. S. N., 1862.

Mississippi River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. S. A.
* Mississippi River Defenses, imder Commander R. F. Pinkney, C. S. N.

Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-Offlcer Lynch, 0. S. N.

Mississippi Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. N., 1862-1864.

Mississippi Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. N., 1864-1865.

* Naval Delenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. H. Carter, C. S. N.

UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE WEST GULF BLOCKADING
SQ UADRON, JA NUARY 1, 1865, TO JA NUARY SI, 1866.

Name. Rate.
I
Tonnage.

Albatross

Althea

Antona

Arizona

Arkansas

Aroostook

Arthur

Augusta Dinsmore..

Bienville

Bloomer

Bohio

Buckthorn

Carrabasset

Cayuga

Charlotte

Ctiickasaw

Cincinnati—
Chocura

Clematis

Comubia

Corypheus

Fourth

.

Fourth

.

Fourth.

Third...

Third...

Fourth.

Fourth.

Third...

Second..

Fourth

.

Fourth

.

Fourth.

Fourth

.

Fourth.

Fourth.

Fourth.

Fourth

.

Fourth

.

Fourth.

Fourth

.

Fourth.

378

72

565

959

752

507

554

850

1,558

130

197

128

202

507

70

970

512

507

297

600

82

Class.

Screw steamer

do

do

Side-wheel steamer

Screw steamer

do

Sailing bark

Screw steamer

Side-wheel steamer

Paddle-wheel steamer.

Sailing brig

Screw steamer

Paddle-wheel steamer.

Screw steamer

Schooner

Ironclad

do

Scr«w steamer

do

Paddle-wheel steamer.

Schooner yacht

Crew. Guns

.

95

15

56-

82

75

83

32

66

185

16

34

22

45

78

14

138

154

80

42

76

21

1

6

7

1

7

6

4

11

2

6

3

6

7

2

4

13

7

3

5

2

* The Conlederate material under this head is very scant. It ia theiBlore hoped that those who have
any Conlederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office ol Naval War
Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
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WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FEOM JANITAEY 1, 1866, TO JANTJAEY 31, 1866.

Report of Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, transmitting list of vessels
composing the West Gulf Squadron.

No. 33.] New Orleans, January 1, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to the Department a list of vessels
belonging to the West Gulf Squadron, with the number of their guns,
the class to which they belong, their commanding officers, and
present duty or station.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Stations of vessels composing the West Ovlf Blockading Squadron, January 1, 1865.

Name.

Antona
Arizona
Aroostook.

Althea
Arkansas
Arthur
Anderson, W. O
Augusta Dinsmore.
Bienville
Bloomer.

Buckthorn.
Bohio.
Cayuga
Chickasaw.
Chocura

Comubia

Carrabasset.
Cowslip
Corypheus. .

,

Charlotte
Estrella
Feamot
Fort Oaines.

.

Genesee
Gertrude
Glide
Glasgow
Hollyhock
Itasca
Ida

Guns. Class.

Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw

Screw
Screw.. r
Bark.
Bark
Screw
Paddle wheel
Stem wheel..

Screw
Brig
Screw
Ironclad.
Screw

Paddle wheel

Stem wheel...
Paddle wheel
Schooner.
Schooner
Paddle wheel
Ship
Stem wheel. .

.

Paddle wheel

,

Screw
Stem wheel...
Paddle wheel

.

Paddle wheel

.

Screw
Screw.

Commanding officer.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. John F. Harden
Actg. Master H. Tlbbits
Lieut. Commander Jos. S. Sker-

rett.

Actg. Ensign F. A. G. Bacon
Actg. Vol. Lieut. David Cate
Actg. Master J. E. Stannard
Actg. Ensign R. H. Carey
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Miner B.Crowell
Commander J. R. M. MuUany
Actg. Third Asst. Engineer Thos.
G.Jones.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. Godfrey.

.

Actg. MasterWm. M. Stannard.

.

Lieut. Commander HenryWilson
Lieut. Commander O. H. Perkins
Lieut. Commander R. W. Meade,

jr.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. John A. John-
stone.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Ezra Leonard.

.

Actg. Master Wm. T. Bacon
Actg. Master J. 8. Clark
Actg. Master's Mate A. Whiting .

Actg. Master G. P. Pomeroy
Actg. Ensign A. Rich, tr

Actg. Master John R. Hamilton.

.

Lieut. Commander John Irwin. .

.

Actg. Master H. C. Wade
Actg. Master L. S. Fickett
Actg. Master R.J. HoSner
Actg. Ensign Franklin Ellms
Lieut. Commander Geo. Brown.

.

Pilot B.Tarbell

Present duty or sta-
tion.

Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.

Mississippi Sound.
New Orleans.
Pensacola Bay.

Do.
New Orleans.

Do.
East Pass.

Mobile Bay.
Pensacola Bay.
Off Galveston.
Mobile Bay.
Calcasieu Pass.

New Orleans.

Berwick Bay.
Mississippi Sound.
Mobile Bay.
Pensacola Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.
Lake Pontchartraln.
Mobile Bay.
Off Galveston.
New Orleans.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
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Stations of vessels composing the West Gulf Blockading. Squadron—Continued.

Name.
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Cajdure of the schooner Mary EUen, January S, 1866.

Beport Of Lieutenant-Conunander Taylor, U. S. Navy, commanding; TJ. S. S. Kanawha.

U. S. Gunboat Kanawha,
Off Velasco, Tex., January 3, 1865.

Sik: I have the honor to report that about 1 : 15 a. m. thia morning,
while lying in 6 fathoms water, Velasco bearing W. S. W. J w!,
compass, distant about 5 miles, I discovered a schooner about 500
yards from me, standing to the W., the wind at the time being light
from the southward. The stranger discovered us apparently about
the same time that we did him, and immediately tacked and stood
offshore to the eastward. I at once got underway and gave chase,
and brought him to at about 1 : 45 a. m. by iu-ing a shot across his
bows. She proved to be the schooner Mary EUen, from Matamoras,
cleared for New Orleans, her papers apparently correct ; but from the
track made since leaving the Rio Grande, together with documents
found on board, and the fact that she was standing in for Velasco
when she was discovered (although the wind was fair for New
Orleans), left no doubt in my mind that it was her intention to
violate the blockade. I therefore seized her and sent her into
New Orleans for adjudication.
The Mary EUen is a schooner of 173 tons, and had no cargo on

board.
I am, sir, very- respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. B. Tatlok,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Additional report of Lieutenant-Commander Taylor, TT. S. Navy, commanding V. S, S.

Kanawha.

U. S. Gunboat Kanawha,
Off Velasco, Tex., January 7, 1865.

Sir : I seize the opportunity offered by the Arhansas of informing
you that on the morning of the 3d instant I captured the schooner
Mary EUen, of Montreal, while trying to run into Velasco. The
Mary EUen is quite a large schooner (173 tons), but was in ballast.

She was commanded by one Cooper, a notorious blockade runner,

the same who was captured in the schooner LiUy a few months ago
while trying to make his way into Velasco. I dispatched the Mary
EUen on the 3d in charge of a competent crew for New Orleans.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. B. Tayloe,
Lieutenant- Com,mander.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons,
Commanding 2d Division West Gulf Blockading Squadron,

v. S. S. Laclcawanna, off Galveston, Tex.
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Report of Acting Master Wade, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Gertrude, regarding the cJiase of a vessel off Galveston.

U. S. S. Gertrude,
Off Galveston, Tex., Janvxiry ^, 1866.

Sm : I respectfully submit the following report : At 2 : 25 this morn-
ing I discovered a strange sail bearing N. by W. J W., running in.

Immediately went to quarters, slipped the cable, and gave chase.

At the same time fired two shots. Finding the water shoaling, I did

not deem it prudent to run farther in. I then ran out into 3i
fathoms and anchored.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. C. Wade,
.

Acting Master, Commanding.
Commander M. B. Woolsey,

Senior Officer off Galveston, TJ. S. S. Princess Royal.

Report of Commander Clary, TJ. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Semi-
nole, regarding the seizure of American schooner in Mexican waters,

and other matters, off Brazos SantiagOj Tex.

U. S. S. Seminole,
Off Brazos Santiago, Tex., January 4, 1865.

My Dear Sir : I have but little to communicate, and probably the
first item may have been reported to you by Lieutenant-Commander
Wilson.

I allude to the seizure of an American schooner on the 2d ultimo
by piratical rebels in Mexican waters, the master being ashore at
the time. She had cargo aboard. Have not heard of the schooner
or her own crew since. Brigadier-General Pile has, I learn, made
application to Mexican authorities iu reference to this seizure. It
occurs to me to advise Mexican officials upon the instance of another
capture to threaten them with reprisals.

From our scouts and stragglers to our lines here we learn that the
Mexicans are rendering up all rebel deserters and refugees to rebel
authority in Texas.
The three-masted scow that ran into the river here in a norther

fetched up on the Federal side, but a line was made fast to her from
the other shore and hauled over safe by the Mexicans and rebels. I
presume she had run out of some port to the northward with 70 bales
cotton.
During the norther of the 31st ultimo many of the fleet anchored

at the river put to sea. They are now standing back; one, a schooner
(English), lost her anchors; went ashore here last night. I sent boats
to her this morning. She has 100 bales cotton aboard. The
wreckers may save her cotton if the weather continues favorable.
The schooner will be a total loss. A bark capsized during the gale
and is now ashore, completely buried in the sand. It is said she had
1,400 bales cotton on board; they will have to blow her up to get it

out.

January 8.—^The schooner ashore here has bilged; the cotton has
been landed; how it is to be disposed of has not been decided. The
general has five or six bales picked up from other sources, which he
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proposes to ship by quartermaster's transport to New Orleans,
forwarding a statement of its recovery, etc. In this case should
dispatch an officer from this ship in charge to represent the Navy.

I regret to state we have only seven days' coal remaining from this

date (8th). It happened in this wise : all our firewood being stowed
in one of the bunkers, and without my knowledge. I hardly antici-

pate this statement reaching you in time to be relieved; shall there-
fore return up the coast at the last moment. We have two or three
men whose term of service has expired, one of whom, a marine, has
been enlisted four years. With tnese we shall be some sixteen or
eighteen short of our complement; 4 seamen, 4 ordinary seairien, and
8 landsmen will suffice.

The master of the American schooner Empire State, of Bangor,
Me., requested to be permitted to go into the Brazos to repair, which
was granted, she having no cargo.

I apprehend our engines will be crippled entirely, both the main
and donkey pumps so worn and corroded; they require constant
repairs and patchmg and will be soon beyond any remedy. Nearly
two months since made application for a new donkev pump, but
even then it could not be fitted without facilities of the workshop.
The ship leaks eight or nine feet per day, and the bilge is choked up
between the forward and after holds. We keep two pumps going
night and day; still we have 12 inches water in one of the coal bunkers
and swashing under the boilers.

I shall ask the general here to allow the next transport going north
to convey this communication off Galveston. As about to close this

the Arkansas hove in sight, and, during one of the most severe northers

of the season, managed to get a boat to her by hauling it back with
a buoyed line.

January 10.—Still heavy weather and no communication to the

supply steamer. Am in hopes the gale will moderate sufficiently to

get the steamer off north during the night.

Very respectfully, your oDedient servant,

A. G. Claky,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Captain Emmons.

Letter from the Secretary ofthe Navy to Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy,

forwarding copy of tetter containing a reflection upon officers of the

Navy on me blockade of Galveston.

Navy Depaktment, January 5, 1865.

Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of a communication* addressed to

the Adjutant-General of the Army by a Lieutenant-Colonel [David]

Branson, Sixty-second Regiment U. S. Colored Infantry, and referred

to this Department, in which there is a reflection in general terms

upon officers of the Navy on blockade duty off Galveston, Tex.

Very respectfully, etc., ,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Namf.

Commodore James S. Palmee,
Commanding (pro tern.) West GulfBlockading Sqimdron.

SeeVol. 21, p. 778.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander GJierardi, U. S. Navy, senior officer

off Pascagoula, regarding proposed seizure of schooner engaged in

transportation of cotton.

U. S. S. J. P. Jackson,
Off Pascagoula, January 5, 1865.

Sik: I enclose you a copy of an order received this morning from
Naval Headquarters, New Orleans, which I have obeyed. 1 also

received an order to send the paymaster of this vessel to New Orleans
as a witness in the case of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pennington.

I have to report that there are on Horn Island 36 bales of cotton
and about 100 barrels of rosin, said to belong to a Mr. Hotchkiss,
who is at present in New Orleans. I enclose you a copy of the only
order I can find in regard to it. On Round Island there are about
3,000 pounds of cocton in bags, claimed by a Spaniard, who calls

himself Palermo. I can not find out by whose permission it was
landed. Palermo owns a schooner and has a pass permitting him to

trade between Lakeport, Mobile Point, ana Pensacola. I intend
seizing his schooner, and arrest him on the ground of illegal trading.

I am very much in want of coal. I have hauled my fires, having
given the nose all the coal I could spare. The Army has returned
what they owed, and I have had to borrow some from them for the
tinclads. When men's time expires shall I send them to the Potomac
to await transportation north ? Many of them desire to be discharged
in New Orleans. As Commodore Palmer's order grants permission
to do so, I intend granting their request.
One engineer reported a few days since for duty on board of the

Rose. The one you sent yesterday I shall order to the Rodolph in
the place of Mr. iLevi] Robbins.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Bancroft Ghebardi,
Lieutenant-Commander and Senior Officer.

Captain T. A. Jenkins,
Comdg. 1st Div. West Gulf Blockdg. Squadron, Mobile Bay.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Kirldand, V. S. Navy, regarding tJie

dispatching of foraging party to Bon Secours, Ala.

U. S. S. Winnebago,
Mobile Bay, January 5, 1865.

Sib: One of the boats belon^ng to this vessel this morning picked
up the corpse of a man, which I immediately sent on shore ana buried.
It was recognized as that of a seaman belonging to the Maria Wood
who fell overboard on Friday last. I also nave a contraband who
came on board this morning, and left Bon Secours a day or two since.
He appears intelligent, and mentions that several sloops and sailboats
belonging to rebels, in the above-named vicinity, have been raised

-

(they were sunk), and also that there are some 50 barrels of turpen-
tine and 2 copper distillers which belong to rebels, and can be secvired
without diflBculty, as there are no rebel soldiers near. I have sent a
foraging party, about 33 strong, to pick up anything that might be
of value to us. The boy states that the copper kettles are very
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heavy (seven or eight hundred pounds each). It will be a night
operation, and the contraband says there are no obstacles in the way
or complete success.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. a. Kirkland,
Lieutenant-CoTmnander, Commanding.

Captain Thornton A. Jenkins,
Comdg. 1st Div. West Gulf Bloclcdg. Squadron, Mobile Bay.

Report of Lieutenant-Comm^inder Kirhland, U. S. Navy, regarding
articles captured hy foraging party in Bon Secours Bay, Ala.

U. S. S. Winnebago,
Mobile Bay, January 15, 1866.

Sir: On the 5th instant a boat expedition of three boats and 33
men, under the command of Acting Ensign Michl. Murphy, left this

vessel and went to Bon Secours Bay, outside of our army lines, and
in rebel territory, where they captured the following (rebel) property,
viz: Two copper distillery kettles; 1,280 pounds copper pipes; 4
sloop boats, with spars and rigging.

The boats returned after an absence of about forty-eight hours,
having met no armed opposition.

Respectfully,
Wm. a. Eorkland,

ZAeutenant-Commander, CommaridiTig.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, WasTiington, D. C.

Order of Lieutenant-Commander Gherardi, U. S. Navy, to Acting
Master Dyer, TJ. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Rodolph, for the

seizure of schooner Isabella.

U. S. S. J. P. Jackson,
Ea^t Pa^cagoula, January 7, 1865.

Sdb: You will be pleased to arrest Mr. Palermo, who claims to run
the schooner Isabetta. You will also seize the schooner and send her

alongside of me.
Very respectfully,

Bancroft Gherardi,
Lieutenant- Commxinder.

Acting Master N. M. Dter,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Rodolph.

Report of Acting Master Devoe, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting cipher of
Confederate Signal Corps.

Willard's Hotel,
Washington, January 7, 1865.

Sm: In consequence of information received from New York last

evening, I am compeUed te return there at once.
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Enclosed please find the rebel cipher, with directions hov/ to use it.

I will send you the other cipher, etc., from New York.
Respectfully, etc.,

.j g -^^^^^^

Acting Master, U. S. Navy.
Hon. G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of Navy.

Please forward the enclosed.

[Enclosure.]

Cipher used in Confederate Sigiud Corpt.

The new key not known.
The new key word is "Complete Victory."
The old key was "Manchester BluflF," to be used as follows:
Write under each letter of the message to be sent the letter of the

key word, and repeating it as often as the niunber of letters in each
sentence of the message requires and always commencing a new
sentence with the first letter of the key word. Find in the table the
first letter of the message perpendicularly under the letter A. Then
find the first letter of the key word horizontally opposite A. The
letter at the intersection of the horizontal and perpendicular columns
starting from the two letters thus found will be the cipher letter to
be written in place of the true letter. The same process is required
for each letter when the message becomes complete.
To interpret such a cipher the process must be reversed. Write

as before the letters of the key word imder those of the cipher. Take
the first letter of the key word in the table opposite A and trace down
that column till the first letter of the cipher is found. The letter

opposite this and perpendicularly under A will be tlie first of the
message. So on till the message is completed.
ABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
BCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZA
CDEFOHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZAB
DEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABO
EFGHIJKLMNOl>QRSTUVWXYZABCD
FGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDE
GHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEF
HI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFO
I JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFOH
JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFOHI
KLMNOPQKSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABGDEFGHI JKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFQHI JKLMNOPRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQ3TUVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRTUVWXYZABCDEFQHI JKLMNOPQRSUVWXYZABCDEFOHI JKLMNOPQRSTVWXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUWXYZABCDEFOHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVXYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWYZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWX
ZABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY
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Letter from Major-Oeneral Granger, U. S. Army, to Acting Master
Dyer, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Rodolph, requesting assist-

ance in securing rations for Tiis command.

Hdqks. Dist. of West Floeida and South Alabama,
Jaivmry 12, 1866.

Captain : My command ia entirely out of rations at the front, and
I have to request that you run over to West Pascagoula, take on a
load, and deliver it at GriflSn's and Elder's ferries as speedily as
possible.

All our rations on hand here are on board the Tannaulipas, hope-
lessly aground on the bar.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. Granger,
Major-Generql, Commanding.

Captain Dtbb, U. S. Navy.

Report of Commander Clary, TJ. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Semi-
nole, regarding the capture of Confederate schooner Josephine.

U. S. S. Seminole,
Off Brazos Santiago, Tex., January I4, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to report the capture of the rebel schooner
Josephine, Samuel L. Townsend, master, of and from Galveston,
Tex., bound to Matamoras, Mexico, with 134 bales cotton on board,
off this port, and distant about 4 miles, this instant. The only paper
we find on board is a rebel register (42 tons burden) ; no flag.

The master and crew are afl rebel citizens of Texas. I shall dis-

eatch her to New Orleans, La., in charge of Acting Master William A.
[aine, for adjudication. Accompanying this is the prize crew list

for the same.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. G. Clary,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Hon. GiDBON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washin,gton, D. C.

Report of Commodore Palmer, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting list of vessels

com,posing the West Gvlf Squadron.

New Orleans, January 16, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to the Department a list of vessels

belonging to the Western Gulf Squadron, with the number of their

guns, the class to which they belong, their commanding officers, and
present duty or station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Ci/mfnodore, Commanding Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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[Enclosure.]

List of vessels vnthin the limits of the West Gvlf Squadron, January 15, 1866.

Name.
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Order of Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Low, U. S. Navy, in view of attempts to smuggle letters under jlag
of truce.

U. S. S. Richmond,
Mobile Bay, January 16, 1865.

Sm: You will be pleased to avail yourself of the first flag-of-truce
boat that may be sent out by the rebels to inform the person in
charge of her that it having oeen observed tbp,t, disregarding the
notification that no letters would be received except those for or
from prisoners of war and official communications to the command-
ing officer, many letters of private persons, as well as of those claim-
ing to hold official positions among the rebels, have been found in
the bundles markea "prisoners' letters," which, if repeated, will be
followed by a positive order prohibiting the transmission of any
letters by nag of truce except those addressed to the commanding
naval officers through the lines within the limits of my command.
The recent attempt to "smuggle" letters under a flag of truce

could not well be too harshly characterized.
Very respectfully,

Thoenton a. Jenkins,
Captain, Commanding First Division West GulfSquadron.

Lieutenant-Commander W. W. Low,
Commanding U. S. S. Octorara,

Senior Officer, Upper Fleet, Mobile Bay.

Order of Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Low,
U. S. Navy, regarding the passage through the lines of cotton to be

sold in New Yorkfor the benefit of Confederate prisoners.

U. S. S. Richmond,
Mobile Bay, January 16, 1866.

Sib: I send under convoy of the steam tug Pink, the old river
steamer which was sent by the rebels outside of their obstructions at
Dog River Bar with the cotton Lieutenant-General Grant, of the
U. S. Army, gave permission to the rebel agent of exchange of pris-

oners at Ricmnond, Va., to send to our lines for transportation to

New York to be sold for the benefit of rebel prisoners now held by
the United States.

As soon after daylight as practicable to-morrow morning, you wOl
be pleased to have this old steamer run under a flag of truce as near
the place at which you received her as possible, and mform the person
who may come out in answer to the flag of truce to receive her that
the vessel then returned must be taken over the obstructions during
daylight.
As this old steamer (it is reported to me) draws only a few inches

of water, there can be no proper excuse for not takmg her imme-
diately within the limits of the rebel lines, and after the little and
contemptible way in which Major-General Dabney H. Maury, com-
manding at Mobile, has behaved in regard to the delivering of this

cotton, and especially in sending it in a different vessel from the one
originally designated by him, and one wholly unsafe, after near three
months' delay beyond the time set apart by himself for making the
delivery, as if with the desire that the cotton should be lost or
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damaged while in the possession of officers of the United States, no
favor or courtesy should be extended to him, or those he is control-

hng, beyond the strict line demanded by official and personal

self-respect.

This vessel must not be allowed to be taken in at night under any
pretext.

Very respectfully,

Thornton A. Jenkins,
Captain, Commanding First Division Western Gulf Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander W. W. Low,
Commanding U. S. S. Octorara,

Senior Officer, Upper Fleet, Mobile Bay.

Report of Acting Master Carr, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. iark

Horace Beals, of arrival at navy yard. New York.

U. S. Bark Horace Beals,
Navy Yard, New York, January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report the arrival of the U.S. bark Horace
Beals, under my command, this day at the navy yard. New York,
from Pensacola, Fla.

On the 5th day of January, in latitude 33° 00' N., longitude 75° 36'

W., picked up 14 bales of cotton and have brought the same to this

port.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
John P. Care,

Acting Master, Commanding.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary oftJie Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Volunteer LieutenantsCommander Dubois, V. S.
Navy, commanding V. S. S. Albatross, regarding injuries sustained
en route to PhiladdpJda.

U. S. S. Albatross,
Philadelphia, Pa., January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you the arrival hero of the U. S.

S. Albatross, under my command.
On the 14th instant, while proceeding on our voyage from Ports-

mouth toward Mobile Bay, in latitude 40° N., longitude 73° W., we
encountered a fierce gale, with heavy sea from N.W. ; our smoke-
stack and fore-topmast were blown away and boats badly injured.
With aid of our sails and what small amount of steam we could

make without a pipe, with great difficulty we succeeded in reaching
Delaware Breakwater.
The ship's hull, boilers, and machinery are uninjured, with the

exception of a bad spUt in the channel-way casting, between the con-
denser and air pump. Enclosed I forward the engineer's report.

Most respectfully,

T. B. Du Bois,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, regarding letter forwarded
by the Department, containing a reflection upon the officers of the

Navy on the Galveston llockade.

No. 46.] New Orleans, January 18, 1866.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

January 5, 1865, transmitting to me a copy of a report made to the
Adjutant-General of the Army, by a Lieutenant-Colonel [David]
Branson, of the Sixty-second Regiment U. S. Colored Infantry, in

relation to extraordinary proceedings said to be going on at Gal-
veston.
The absurdity of the report is so obvious to me that, but from the

fact of its being transmitted to me from the Department, I should not
deign to notice it.

Intercourse between the blockading fleet and Galveston takes
place but seldom, and that only by flag of truce outside the bar. I

shall, however, send down the copy of this colonel's report to the
commanding officer off Galveston, to see if he can trace any data on
which so ridiculous a story could have been founded.

I take this occasion to observe that it has been reported in one of

the New York papers that a blockade runner has lately got out of

Mobile. This report is false; all the vessels which were there at the
time of the capture of the forts are still there.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Gherardi, U. S. Navy, regarding cot-

ton and other matters.

U. S. S. J. P. Jackson,

Off East Pascagoula, January 18, 1865.

Sir : General Granger has fallen back to the Une of intrenchments

indicated in the drawmg I sent you in my letter of the 1st instant.

I informed you that I should detach one of the acting master's

mates of the Rose and order him to the Bohio ; but I found none of

them knew anything about seamanship, so I ordered Acting Ensign

David J. Starbuck, who was ordered to this vessel from the Kineo by
Commodore Palmer. I have ordered Acting Master's Mate Plander

from the Rose to this vessel.

I enclose you a copy of an order from Commodore Palmer, which

was delivered in person by Mr. Hotchkiss ; the schooner has been

launched, and is now loading. Mr. Hotchkiss is to report to me
before leaving for New Orleans. She will not be able to carry all the

cotton at one load. The cotton on Round Island does not belong to

Mr. Hotchkiss, nor can I find any owner for it. I shall refer the mat-

ter again to the commodore for further orders. Had I the means of
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transportation, I would send it to the city and turn it over to the

United States marshal.
I send by the Cowslip 2 barrels of raw tar for the use of the vessels in

Mobile Bay. The tar I found on Round Island, but have not been
able to find any owner for it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Bancroft Ghebardi,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Captain Thoknton A. Jenkins,
Commdg. 1st Div. West GulfBlocTcdg. Squadron, Mobile Bay, Ala.

Report of Lieutenant-Comnrnander GJierardi, U. S. Navy, regarding cot-

ton landed on Round Island, Mississippi Sound.

U. S. S. J. P. Jackson,

Off Pa^cagoula, January 18, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I received your order of

the 5th on the 13th instant. It was presented in person by Mr.
Hotchkiss. The schooner has been launched, and is now being
loaded. There is more cotton and rosin than she will be able to

carry in one load. Your order says nothing about the rosin to be
taken off the island. Since my first communication I have succeeded
in finding out something about the cotton that has been landed on
Round Island. It was landed by a Spaniard named Palermo. He
claims to have had a pass from the late commander in chief. He
says he has sold it to a Mr. J. Viosea, living at the comer of Rampart
and Esplanade streets. If I had the means of transportation I would
send it to New Orleans, to be turned over to the United States mar-
shal. General Granger has fallen back to his second line of intrench-
ments.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Bancroft Gherardi.
Commodore J. S. Palmer,

Commdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Escape from Calcasieu River, Louisiana, of Confederate steamers
Granite City and Wave and destruction of schooner Delphina; also
chasing ashore ofthe Granite City off Velasco, Tex., January 20-22
1865.

Report of Commodore Palmer, TT. S. Navy, tranimitting reports.

No. 70.] New Orleans, February 8, 1865.
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith to the Department the

report of Lieutenant-Commander R. W. Meade, compianding the
Chocura, to his divisional oflicer (Captain Emmons), of the escape of
the Granite City and Wave from Calcasieu Pass.

It is to be regretted that the broken-down condition of the vessels
oil the coast of Texas, latterly more inefiicient by the recent heavy
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gales, prevented Captain Emmons from having another vessel off
Calcasieu Pass.

I also enclose (marked No. 2) the report of the commanding oflBicer
of the Penguin of the running ashore of the Granite City off Velasco,Tex.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmeb,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washiiigton, D. C.

Bcport of Lientenant-Commander Keade, V. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Cbocora, ngaxi-
ing the escape of the steamer* Oranite City and Wave, January 20, 1866.

U. S. S. Chocuka,
Off Calcasieu Pass, La., January 2Jf., 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following occurrences at this
point:
The escape of the steamer Granite City, on the night of the 20th

instant, and a fruitless pursuit of 60 miles on our part; the escape of
the Wave on the same night ; the cutting out ana destruction of the
three-masted schooner Delphina, on the night of 22d instant, by a
force of 40 men in our launch and first cutter, under my personal
command.
The night of 20th was dark, foggy, and rainy ; the ship was anchored

in 14 feet water as near the mouth of the Calcasieu as possible
(2 miles). Our picket boat saw the Granite City (in fact was nearly
run down by her) and burned the prescribed signals: but unfor-
tunately it was so fogCT^ that they were not seen by the ship, and
the Granite City went off S. E. We only learned this the next morn-
ing early, and I at once gave chase S. E., but our boilers being in a
disabled, condition, and leaking badly, the speed of the ship was so
much reduced that I reluctantly gave up the hope of overtaking the
Granite City before she could make a port. The prisoners taken in the
Delphina report that the Granite City had no cargo, and has gone into
Galveston to load; that the Wave had a load of lumber for Rio
Grande.
The disabled condition of this vessel rendered it quite impossible to

blockade two steamers, andmy dispatch of 16th instant to you, inwhich
I expressed fears that they would give us the slip, notwithstanding
our ceaseless vigilance, has been only too well realized . We have steam
on only one boiler now, and the other may give out at any moment

;

the vessel absolutely needs to go into port. The Delphina being
destroyed, leaves no vessel in Calcasieu, and the port is a very obscure
one and httle frequented. I shall proceed to Sabine Pass for coal,

and lest we should break down entirely, I urgently request that you
will send the vessel into some port at once. If this can not be done,
I most respectfully'feel myself constrained to request to be relieved

of the command, as efficiency is not possible in the present condition
of the Chocura's boilers, and my health is becoming seriously impaired

N W B VBL 22 2
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by nine months ceaseless and constant vigilance on this coast without

proper diet and no relaxation.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

Richard W. Meade, Jr.,

Lieutenant-Commarider, U. S. Navy.

Captain G. F. Emmons, U. S. Navy,
Commanding 2d Division West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Been, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Penguin,

regarding the chaang ashore of the steamer Granite City, January 21, 1865.

U. S. S. Penguin,
OffVelasco, Tex., January 21, 1866.

Sir: I respectfully report while lying off San Luis Pass to-day, at

2:30 p. m., the fog lifted, and [I] sighted a steamer burning black
smoke bearing S. S. W., distance about 5 miles and steering W. S. W.,
and immediately got underway and gave chase, and soon made out
the steamer to be the Granite (My.

I soon ascertained by his maneuvering that he intended to run her
on shore rather than be captured. I therefore followed the coast
down in 3 fathoms of water, in hopes of forcing him offshore, as I was
gaining on him very rapidly, and as soon as in range, opened fire from
pivot gun, and forcing nim to run on shore about a half a mile north-
ward and eastward of the entrance to Velasco, under the enemy's bat-
teries. At 3 : 50 p. m. commenced firing from our broadside guns at
the distance of about 1,000 yards, with the enemy returning the fire

from batteries on shore with about 5 guns, their projectfles going
over and falling around us. And being of the opinion that the steamer
could not be got off, and would eventually go to pieces, as there was a
heavy sea rolling in and continually breaking over her, I did not think
it was prudent to remain longer under the enemy's fire, as their guns
were of longer range than ours.

She now lays broadside on, with her bow northward and eastward,
with quite a list offshore. I should think by appearance that she is

in two or three feet less water than she draws, a do not think she had
any armament or cargo on board, as she was very light. I could see
about 25 persons on board the Granite City. Ammunition expended

:

Nine rounds from 32-pounders, 10 from 20-pounder Parrotts, 11 from
rifle howitzer (pivot).

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James R. Beers,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commariding.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons, U. S. Navy,
Commanding 2d Division West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Report of Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, transmitting additional report.

No. 71.] New Orleans, February 8, 1865.
Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith to the Department the

report of Lieutenant-Commander R. W. Meade, commanding the
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Chocura, of the capture and burning of the blockade running schooner
Delphina, in Calcasieu River, on the night of the 22d ultimo.

I have commended Lieutenant-Commander Meade for his zeal and
energy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmek,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Chocura,
Off Calcasieu River, Louisiana, January 2J^, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the complete success (without
casualty) of an expedition, consisting of the launch, first cutter, and
40 men from this vessel, under my personal command, organized for

the cutting out or destruction of a three-masted schooner lying in the
second bend of the Calcasieu River, about 2\ miles from its mouth.
The night of 22d, chosen for the enterprise, was dark, cold, and

drizzling (a norther blowing at the time) . We left the ship at dark
and pulled in silently for the river, but as we entered it we discovered
the schooner coining down under sail, apparently to run the blockade.
She was at once boarded and carried, but her captain unfortunately
saw the boats when close aboard, and putting his helm hard down and
letting fly his sheets ran the vessel hard ashore on the flats close to the
beach and with a large force of the enemy near at hand. Six prison-

ers were at once secured, but I have reason to think several persons on
board made their escape in a boat which was seen astern and pulling

up the river rapidly.

The prize proved to be the schooner Delphivn with a cargo of 180
bales or cotton. We made every effort to'get her afloat by carrying

out her anchor and lightening her of her deck load, but all our
exertions were of no avail. The norther caused the water to fall so

fast that in an hour she was in 1 foot water, and our launch hav-
ing grounded, I deemed it best not to expose our people to an attack

by the enemy in overwhelming force, and therefore fired the prize and
returned to the ship with the prisoners. The conduct of the officers.

Acting Ensigns [T. F.] Tracy and [Robert] Beardsley, and men was all

that could be desired and the success complete. The prisoners report

a force of 300 cavalry at this point, but say that since tne escape of the

Granite City they will be sent away. Eighty bales of cotton were
thrown overboard and drifted out to sea. We fished up 30 yesterday.

Very respectfully,

Richard W. Meade, Jr.,

Lieutenant- Commander, Comm^riding.

Commodore J. S. Palmer,
Commundijig West Gulf Blockading Squudron.
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Order of Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, to naval and military <rfficers

mithin the limits of his comTnavd, regarding the trading schooner

Frutiere.

U. S. S. Richmond,
Mobile Bay, Alabama, Jamiary 22, 1865.

This paper may certify that the papers found on board the schooner

Frutiere, V. Fauna, master, permittmg him to go to Pascagoula for

lumber for the Government, have been taken from him by me
and will be sent to the commander in chief of the Western Gulf Squad-
ron, No. 148 Canal street, New Orleans.

All navy officers within the limits of my command are hereby
directed to prevent any trading with this vessel in the passage from
this place to Lakeport, and all military commandants of ports are

requested to do the same.
This vessel is hereby forbidden to stop at any port or place between

this anchorage and Lakeport, except on account of stress of weather,
and is strictly forbidden to communicate or trade with any person on
his passage to Lakeport. This paper is to be shown to all officers

fallen in with.

Any unnecessary delay in returning to Lakeport with the Frutiere

and her crew and cargo and reporting at the naval headquarters with
this paper, if discovered, will subject the vessel and cargo to seizure by
any officer or vessel under my command.

Thornton A. Jenkins,
Captain, Commanding First Division, West Gulf Squadron.

To the Naval and Military Officers of the United States
between Mobile Bay (off Fort Morgan) and Lakeport (Lake
Pontchartrain), La.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
to proceed to New Orleans and assume command of the West Gulf
Blockading Squadron.

Navy Department, January 21^., 1865.

Sir : As soon as you can complete your necessary arrangements you
will proceed to New Orleans on one of the naval supply steamers or by
some other speedy conveyance and relieve Commodore James S.
Palmer of the command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, which
was left in his charge by Vice-Admiral Farragut.
On taking command you will regard yourself as holding the appoint-

ment of actmg rear-admiral, and can hoist your flag as such on any
suitable vessel in the squadron.

Instructions will be given to Commodore Palmer to turn over to you
all important papers and unexecuted orders pertaining to the
command.

It is not improbable that military operations on the Gulf coast will
soon be resumed. The repossession of Mobile and Galveston is an
object much coveted, and you will endeavor to procure the early coop-
eration of the military commandant of the Department of the Gulf in a
movement against those places, particularly against Galveston.
The latter port is now the only one on the Gulf coast where blockade

runners may nope to cany out their schemes with any success, and the
closing of Wilmington will drive them to that quarter.
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If adequate military cooperation can not be securred at an early

day for a movement against Galveston, you will lose no time in closing

that port, so far as it can be done without actual possession, to the
ingress and egress of vessels. It is feared that there is already an
extensive trade carried on there. Rear-Admiral Porter has been
instructed to send four of his swiftest steamers to the West Gulf
Squadron for blockade duty off Galveston.
The Rio Grande is a great avenue through which supplies of every

description reach the insurgents. Being a neutral highway, unscrup-
ulous parties avail themselves of it to enrich themselves and aid the
rebel cause. Vessels clear ostensibly for Matamoras, and even if their

cargoes are landed there, they are transported to the opposite side of

the river. Actual possession of the left Dank of the Rio Grande is the

only measure that would or can certainly check entirely this illicit

traffic. But by vigilance and the maintenance of an adequate block-

ading fleet in the vicinity of the mouth of the river and in the route to

and from Havana this trade may be seriously interrupted.

The Department relies much on your experience and judgment to

conduct satisfactorily and efficiently this important and difficult por-

tion of the duties pertaining to your command.
Very respectfully, Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,

New York.

Report of Captain Jenkins, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. RicJir-

mond, regarding transfer of command.

U. S. S. Richmond,
1st Div. West Gulf Squadron, Mobile Bay, January 25, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I have been this day relieved

from the command of this ship by Captain Theodore P. Greene, in

obedience to your order of th^ 21st ultimo, and shall proceed to the

North in the U. S. supply steamer Fcrrt Morgan, on her return from

the coast of Texas.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thornton A. Jenkins,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. C.

Confidential instructions frvm the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore

Thatcher, U. S. Navy, appointed to command West G^f Squadron.

Confidential.] Navy Department,
January 26, 1866.

Sir: Operations agamst Mobile are to be immediately resumed.

You will therefore take the first conveyance to New Orleans, and

on your arrival there put yourself in communication with Major-

General Canby. There are already three light-draft ironclads in

Mobile Bay, and Acting Rear-Admiral Lee has been telegraphed to
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send to New Orleans two others froiji the Mississippi Squadron, the

best he has.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commodore H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
Appointed to Command Western Gulf Squadron, New York.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, January 26, 1865.

Send immediately two of your best light-draft ironclads to New
Orleans for duty in Western Gulf Squadron.

Gideon Welles.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, lU.

Report of Commodore Thatcher, U. S. Navy, acknowledging Depart-.
ment's instructions.

U. S. S. Colorado,
Harhor of New York, January 27, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order
of the 24th instant, detaching me from the command or this ship
and [to] proceed to New Orleans, to relieve Commodore James S.

Palmer in command of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. .41so

a letter of instructions of same date, and "confidential" of the 26th
instant.

I shall leave here as early as possible to assume this command.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Commodore.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Captain Emmons, U. S. Navy, responding to statements made
refleciitig upon the conduct of officers on blockade duty off Galveston.

U. S. S. Lackawanna,
Of Galveston, January 29, 1865.

Commodore: I have received your several communications by
the Fort Morgan, and enclose you answers to such as appear to call
for answers, with the usual reports and monthly returns.

I confess my^self somewhat at a loss how to treat the absurd reports
.(as jrou very justly term them) which appear to have elicited a com-
munication from a Lieutenant-Colonel Branson, directed to the
Adjutant-General of the U. S. Army.
But as- the Navy Department has thought it of sufficient impor-

tance to transmit it to you for an investigation, it becomes proper
that I should, as the commanding naval officer here, cognizant of
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all that takes place, assure you that there is no foundation whatever
for these ridiculous reports.

Vessels have never been known to pass in here or out during the
day since I have had command of this division. One in attempting
it at night was simk, another wrecked on shore, and still another
disabled by one shot; nevertheless, here, as elsewhere on blockade,
some do succeed in getting in and out during nights of fog and dark,
squally weather.
During one such favorable time, one boat went in and cut out a

schooner from under the guns or their forts without being seen,
which is an evidence of what may be done under such favorable
weather.

I seldom communicate with a flag of truce, and am always par-
ticular in the officer that is sent on this duty, who goes no farther
than the station assigned, which is a beacon buoy m the channel
some 4 miles from Galveston, and is always under our sight. No
one belonging to this division, or of the Navy, has ever been per-
mitted to land at Galveston during the time that I have been in

command on blockade here, and therefore could not well have enjoyed
the society of rebeldom with the accompanying dissipations, except
in imagination.

It would be quite in character for a class of rebels inhabiting
Texas to endeavor to pass themselves off for something more respect-

able than they really are, and I h8,ve no doubt that they sometimes
succeed even among their own people, and with a view of detecting
the real sentiments of suspected parties residing amongst them.

It is notorious, here especially, that persecution for opinions'

sake has been carried to extremes. Murder and hanging have not
been uncommon during this rebellion.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. F. Emmons,
Captain, Commanding Second Division,

West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Commodore J. S. Palmer,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

Report of Commander Mullany, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

BienviUe, of arrival of that vessel at Galveston for repairs.

U. S. S. Bienville,

Off Galveston, Tex., January 30, 1865.

Sir: I have to report my arrival from off the Rio Grande with

the Bienville in a leaky condition, rendering it necessary, in my
opinion, that she should go into port for repairs.

I enclose for your information a copy of a letter addressed to me
by the chief engineer of this ship; also a copy of one addressed by
me to the line and engineer officers, and their reply in relation to

the matter.
My opinion coinciding entirely with theirs, after making tem-

poraiy repairs (which have partially stopped the leak, but which

are liable at any moment to give out again), I spoke the coal brig

Star of Hope, ordered her master to drop into Mexican waters, or
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to stand off and on until the arrival of our relief (to whom he was

directed to report), and then sailed for this station.

The leak occasioned by the breaking away of the bilge dischajge

Eipes does hot, I think, account for all the water that the ship has

een making.
In my opmion the ship is strained, and has opened her seams to

a considerable extent, occasioned by encountenng heavy weather

on her recent trip to and from New Orleans and while off the Rio

Grande.
Although the bilge pipe leak is now nearly closed, yet it requires

one of the steam pumps and the large hand pumps on the quarter-

deck to be kept constantly at work to keep her free. I am satisfied

that this ship is not strong enough to encounter very heavy weather
with her present battery on board.
Upon tne evening of the 28th instant, the sea came in so heavily

and the ship rolled and strained so much that I got underway and
stood out to sea.

About three hours afterwards, the leak and injury to the bilge

pipes were discovered.
I arrived off the Rio Grande on the evening of the 17th instant,

with the coal brig Star ofHope in tow, but failed to meet the Seminole
there as I anticipated.

Upon the 18th instant I took 100 tons of coal out of the coal brig,

but from that time up to the datp of sailing the weather has been
so rough and boisterous as to render it almost an impossibility to

get coal from the brig, either by taking her alongside or by boating
it; indeed I have never known such a succession of rough weather
on this coast.

I left H. B. M. steam frigate Wolverene at the Rio Grande. Her
commander. Captain A. F. R. De Horsey, sent a lieutenant on board
with his compliments and the usual tender of services.

I did not communicate with the Mexican authorities, nor could I
have done so even if I desired it, as it was never smooth enough to
land.

I trust you will approve of the course I have pursued imder exist-
ing circumstances in retiumng here for your instructions.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. R. M. MULLANY,
Commander.

Captain G. F. Emmons,
U. S. S. Lackawanna, Commanding Second Division,

off Coast of Texas.
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List of vessels belonging to the West Gulf Squadron, February 1, 1865

Name. Guns. Class. Commanding officer.
Present duty or sta-

tion.

Antona
Arizona
Aroostook
Althea
Arkansas
Arthur
Anderson,|;W. G.] .

Augusta Dinsmore
Bienville
Bloomer
Buckthorn
Bohlo
Cayuga
Chickasaw
Chocura
Carrahasset
Comubia

Cowslip
Corypneua

.

Charlotte
Estrolla
Elk
Feamot
Fort Gaines
Genesee
Gertrude
Glide
Glasgow
Hollyhock
Itasca
Ida
Jackson, J. F
Jasmine
Kanawha
Katahdin
Kineo
Kennebec
Kuhn,J.C
Kickapoo
Lackawanna
Metacomet
Milwaukee
Monongahela
Meteor
Maiia A. Wood.
New London
Nyanza
Narcissus
Octorara
Oneida
Osaipee
Owasco
Pink
Pembina
Penguin
Penobscot

Pinola
Port Eoyal.
Pocahontas.

Princess Royal.
Pampero
Portsmouth
Potomac ,

Richmond
Rodolph
Rose
Sciota
Sebago
Selma
Bemlnole
Stockdale
Sam Houston...
Tallahatchie
Tritonia
Eittatinny
Virginia
Vlncehnes
Winnebago

Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw
Screw
Screw
Bark
Bark
Screw
Paddle wheel
Stem wheel .

Screw
Brig
SCIBW
Ironclad
Screw
Stem wheel

.

Paddle wheel

Paddle wheel
Schooner

Schooner
Paddle wheel
Stem wheel .

Ship
Stem wheel .

Paddle wheel
Screw
Stem wheel .

Paddle wheel
Paddle wheel
Screw
Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw. ...'...

Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw
Bark
Ironclad
Screw
Paddle wheel
Ironclad
Screw
Stem wheel

.

Schooner
Screw
Stem wheel .

Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw

Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw

Screw
Ship
Ship
Ship
Screw
Stem wheel .

Screw
Screw
Paddle wheel
Paddle wheel
Screw
Stem wheel .

Schooner
Stem wheel

.

Paddle wheel
Schooner
Screw
Ship
Ironclad

Act. Vol. Lieut. J. F. Harden. .

.

Lieut. Commander Geo. Brown

.

Lieut. Commander J. S. Skerrett.
Act. Ensign F. A. G. Bacon
Act. Vol. Lieut. David Cate
Act. Master J. £. Stannard
Act. Master H. Tibbits
Act. Vol. Lieut. M. B. Crowell..
Commander J. R. M. Mullany . .

.

Act. Master's Mate A. Whiting.
Act. Vol. Lieut. W. Godtrey
Act. Master W. M. Stannard
Lieut. Commander H. Wilson . .

.

Lt. Commander G. H. Perkins.

.

Lt. Commander R. W. MeadeJr.
Act. Vol. Lieut. Ezra Leonard..
Act. Vol. Lieut. John A. John-

stone.
Act. Master Wm. T. Bacon
Act. Master and Pilot Wm. Stew-

art.
Act. Master's Mate A. Whiting

.

Act. Master G. P. Pomeroy
Act. Vol. Lieut. N. Kirby
Act. Master A. Rich, jr
Act. Master John Hamilton
Lieut. Commander John Irwin..
Act. Vol. Lieut. B. C. Dean
Act. Master L. B. Fickett
Act. Master R. J. Hoflner
Pilot B. TarbeU
Lieut. Commander Nathl. Green.
Act. Ensign Frank Ellma
Lieut. A. R..Yate8
Act. Ensign F. J. Brenton
Lieut. Commander B. B. Taylor.
Lieut. Commander C. H. Greene.
Lt. .Commander John Waiters .

.

Lt. Commander Trevett Abbot.

.

Act. Master A. C. Starrett
Lieut. Commander M. P. Jones.
Capt. G. F. Emmons
Commander Peirce Crosby
Lieut. Commander Jas. H. Gillia.

Commander Jas. H. Strong
Act. Master M. Jordan
Act. Master John Ross
Act. Master Lyman Wells
Act. Vol. Lieut. C. A. Boutelle..
Repairing
Lieut. Commander W. W. Low .

Commander Thos. H. Stevens .

.

Commander Wm. E. Le Roy
Act. MasterT. B. Sears
Act. Master Samuel Belden
Lieut.Commander J. G. Maxwell.
Act. Vol. Lieut. J. R. Beers
Lieut. Commander A. E. K. Ben-
ham.

Lieut. Commander H. Erben
Lieut. Commander B. Gherardl.
Lieut. Commander W. M. Gam-

ble.

Commander M. B. Woolsey
Act. Master O. Colbum
Commander L. C. Sartori
Commander Alex. Gibson
Capt. T. P. Greene ,.

Act. Master N. M. Dyer
Act. Ensign W. D. Maddocks...
Act. Vol. Lieut. J. W. Magune..
Lt. Commander D. B. Harmony.
Act. Ensign L. R. Vance
Commander A. 0. Clary
Act. Vol. Lieut. Thos. Edwards.
Act. Vol. Lieut. Martin Freeman.
Act. Master T. J. LinneUn
Act. Vol. Lieut. Geo. Wirein....
Act. Ensign N. J. Blasdelr.
Act. Vol. Lieut. C. H. Brown. .

.

Act. Vol. Lieut. W. M'Gloin ....

Act. Vol. Lieut. W. A. Kirkland.

Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.

Do.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Pensacola Bay.

Do.
Coast of Texas.

Do.
East Pass.
Pensacola Bay.
Mississippi Sound-
Off Galveston.
Mobile Bay.
Calcasieu Bay.
Berwick Bay.
New Orleans.

Mobile Bay.
Do.

East Pass.
New Orleans.
Lake Pontchartrain.
New Orleans.
Lake Pontchartrain.
Mobile Bay.
Off Galveston.
Berwick Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.
Do.

Mobile Bay.
Mississippi Sound.
Pensacola Bay.
Pass Cavallo.
New Orleans.

Do.
Pensacola Bay.

Do.
Mobile Bay.
Off Galveston.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Off Galveston.
Pass a rOutre.
Mobile Bay.
Calcasieu Pass.
Berwick Bay.
Pensacola.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Off Galveston.
Pensacola Bay.
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South West Pass.
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Pensacola Bay.
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Mississippi Sound.

Do.
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Do.
New Orleans.
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Mobile Bay.
Pensacola.
Lake FontchartraliL
Mobile Bay.
Pensacola Bay.
Off Galveston.
Ship Island.
Mobile Bay.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, commanding Missis-

sippi Squadron, regarding the transfer of two vessels to the West Gulf
Squadron.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, New Orleans, February 1, 1865.

Sir: The Department's telegram of 26th January was received

last night. I have, agreeably to its requirements, ordered the Osage

and Neosho to report to Commodore Palmer.
I find on my arrival here that General Canby has abandoned all

idea of operations in Red River. He has asked me for tinclad

cooperation in Mobile Bay, which I will endeavor to afford.

I have the honor to be. sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Erhen, Z7. S. Navy, regarding the

seizure of schooner Ben Willis, sailing under British colors.

U. S. Gunboat Pinola,
At Sea, Lat. 28° 16' N., Lon. 92° 00' W., February 2, 1865.

Sik: I have the honor to report that this morning at daylight a
vessel was discovered to the eastward. I gave chase and overhauled
her, heaving her to by a shot from the rifle gun. She hoisted Eng-
lish colors, and claims to be the English schooner Ben WiUis, from
Matamoras, bound to Nassau. The captain gives no satisfactory

reason for not having the name of the place he sails from painted on
the stern. She has 167 bales of cotton as cargo. This is a small
quantity for a vessel of the size of the Ben Willis. The captain says
the deck cargo was never taken on board; there are a few bales on
deck now. T think it my duty to send her in to New Orleans, where
she can have an opportunity of proving herself a legitimate trader.
A prize list will be sent by first opportunity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. Erben,

Lieutenant- Comnrmnder.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Metacomet, to proceed to duty in Mobile
Bay.

New Orleans, February 3, 1865.

Sir : Upon the receipt of this order you will return to New Orleans
with the U. S. S. Metacomet, taking on board your battery, after
which you will proceed with your vessel to Mobile Bay and report to
the senior officer.

Respectfully, etc.,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Commander Peirce Crosby, U. S. Navy,
Commaiiding U. S. S. Metacomet, Coast of Texas.
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Letter from the consul-general at Havana to the Secretary of State,
regarding Confederate cruisers at Galveston.

U. S. Consulate-General,
Havann, February 4, 1865.*******

Since writing dispatch No. 37, I have become almost satisfied that
the rebels mtend to fit out some of their steamers as piratical cruisers
at Galveston. The Lark and Wren both belong to the rebel Govern-
mient. If a sufficient naval force could be in time concentrated at
the port of Galveston, all these vessels could be held there until the
place can be captured.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. T. Minor,
TJ. S. Consul-General.

Hon. Wm. H. Seward,
Secretary of State.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Wheeler, TJ. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. PreMon.

Navy Department, February 6, 1865.
Sir: Proceed with the U. S. S. Preston, under your command, to

New Orleans and report to Commodore J. S. Palmer, or the senior
commanding officer present, for duty in the West Gulf Blockading
Squadron.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. R. Wheeler,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Preston, New Yorlc.

Capture of schooners Annie Sophia and Pet and attempted destruction

of blockade runner Wren by boat expedition into Galveston Harbor,
February 7, 1865.

Bequest of Commander Hnllany, XT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Bienville, for permission
to direct expedition.

U. S. S. Bienville,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 7, 1865.

Sir: I respectfully request permission to send an officer and boat's
crew into the harbor of Galveston for the purpose of destroying the
blockade runner Wren, which ran ashore last night and subsequently
got off and escaped into the harbor.
Commander Woolsey has kindly placed at my disposal one of the

boats of his ship, in case an additional one should be required. I

think the expedition will be successful, and therefore trust that you
will give your assent.



28 WEST QXTLF BLOCKADING SatTADSON.

Several officers of this ship are ready to undertake this service.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. R. M. MULLANY,
Commander.

Captain G. F. Emmons,
Comdg. Second Div. West Gulf

Blockading Squadron, off Galveston, Tex.

[Endorsement.]

Permission granted.

Instructions of Commander Mullany, U. S. Kavy, to Acting Ensign French, V. S. Navy, for

the command of expedition.

U. S. S. Bienville,

Off Galveston, Tex., February 7, 1866.

SiK : You will take charge of the boat expedition fitted out to-night

for the purpose of destroying the blockade runner Wren, which ran

ashore last night and subsequently escaped into the harbor of Gal-

veston; also for the purpose of capturing the cotton-laden schooners

lying at anchor under the guns of Fort Point Battery.

The expedition will consist of the first cutter of this ship, with a

boat's crew of 11 men, and the first cutter of the Princess Royal,

with a boat's crew of 9 men, in charge of Acting Ensign A. H. Rey-
nolds and Acting Master's Mate Lewis Johnson, who have been
directed to report to you.
There will be placed in your boat six 32-pounder shell, with 5-sec-

ond fuze, and two 12-pounder shrapnel, the former for the purpose
of destroying the engine and boilers and the latter for defense.

There will also be placed in the boat 5 gallons turpentine and a
bundle of oakum, for the purpose of setting her on fire; also a Coston
preparatory signal and a rocket, which may be burned at your dis-

cretion, when you get outside the harbor, as a signal for th^ ship to
show you her position.

A great deal must necessarily be left to your discretion. The
great object to be attained is the destruction of the Wren.

Pull boldly but silently for the steamer, board her as quietly as
possible in case no resistance is made; keep cool and see that she is

well on fire before you leave her. Place some of the shells in the
boilers and engine room before you leave.

As soon as the work is done pull out of the harbor as silently as
possible; make no noise, as that will guide the enemy.

In case you are discovered, and it is evident that the object of the
expedition is likelj to be frustrated, you will return to the ship.
A sketch showmg the courses into the harbor will be furnished

you by the master.
Wishing you every success in your undertaking,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. R. M. Mullany,
Communder.

Actiog Ensign Geo. H. French,
U. S. S. Bienville.
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[Endorsement.]

The expedition returned in safety, having succeeded in capturing
two cotton-loaded schooners lying at anchor under the guns of Fort
Point Battery, but found it impracticable to destroy the Wren.

Report of Commodore Palmer, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting reports to the Department.

No. 81.] U. S. Flagship Richmond,
Mobile Bay, February 15, '1865.

Sir: I have to transmit the report of Captain Emmons, with the
accompanying letters of Commander Mullany and Acting Ensign
French, of the Bienville, upbn the capture of the schooners Pet and
Annie Sophia, with 476 bales of cotton, in Galveston Harbor.

This expedition was very creditably managed, and I have com-
mended the officers and men engaged m it accordingly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Captain Emmons, XT. S. Navy, transmitting reports to Commodore Palmer,
U. S. Navy.

U. S. S. Lackawanna,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 8, 1865.

Commodore : I take pleasure in forwarding you the accompanying
reports explanatory of a boat expedition improvised by Commander
Mullany, assisted by Commander Woolsey, and endorsed by myself,
which resulted in the capture of two cotton-loaded schooners last

night in Galveston Bay without loss or accident.

The affair was so well planned and conducted that the senior

officers in charge of the boats are especially deserving commendation.
And I trust that such a representation will be made of this, and a

previous capture, to the honorable Secretary of the Navy as will

demonstrate the strong claims the parties have to share in the prizes,

which, in the open bay of Galveston, can hardly be considered as

inland waters and as coming under the late illiberal law in relation to

such localities.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. F. Emmons,
Captain, Comdg. 2d Division West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Commodore J. S. Palmer,
Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans, La.
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Beport of Commander Hullany, IT. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Bienville.

U. S. S. Bienville,
Of Galveston, Tex., February 8, 1866.

Sie: In accordance with the authority previously obtained from
you, I sent into the harbor of Galveston last night a boat expedition,

consisting of the first cutter of this ship, with a crew of 13 men, and
the first cutter of the Princess Royal (which Commander Woolsey
kindly placed at my disposal), with a crew of 9 men, in charge of

Acting Ensign A. H. Reynolds, assisted by Acting Master's Mate
Lewis Johnson, the whole under the command of Acting Ensign
George H. French, of this ship (all volunteers for this service), for

the purpose of destroying the steam blockade runner Wren and cap-
turing the cottton-laden schooners that were lying at anchor under
the guns of the forts at Fort Point.

I have to inform you that the expedition found it impracticable to

destroy the Wren, but it was successful in capturing and bringing
out to the fleet two schooners, supposed to be British, laden with
cotton.

One of them, the Pet, has about 256, and the other, the Annie
Sophia, about 220 bales on board.
The Princess Royal's cutter boarded the Annie Sophia, and this

ship's cutter boarded the Pet.

Acting Master's Mate Lewis Johnson, assisted by a crew of 4 men,
brought out the Annie Sophia, with 9 rebels on board.

Boatswain's Mate Gallyer, of this ship, assisted by a crew of 3 men,
brought out the Pet, with 11 rebels on board.

I beg to commend the conduct of all who participated in this
expedition.
To the tact and judgment displayed by Acting Ensign French,

promptly seconded by those under his command, we are indebted
tor the successful issue of this delicate service.

I herewith enclose Mr. French's report, giving all the facts in
detail.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. R. M. MULLANY,
CoTumander.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons,
Commanding 2d Division West Ovlf Blockading Squadron.

Beport of Acting Ensign French, TJ. S. Navy, in charge of expedition.

U. S. S. Bienville,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 8, 1866.

Sib: In obedience to your order of the 7th instant, I took charge
of the boat expedition fitted out for the purpose of entering the har-
bor of Galveston, and destroying the blockade runner Wren, and cap-
turing the cotton-laden schooners lying under the guns of Fort Point
Battery.
The expedition consisted of the first cutter of this ship, with a crew

of 13 men, and the first cutter of the U. S. S. Princess Royal, with a
crew of 9 men, in charge of Acting Ensign A. H. Reynolds, assisted
by Acting Master's Mate Lewis Johnson.



WEST GULP BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 31

We left the ship at 8:20 p. m. and, steering N. W. by W. i W.,
made Bolivar Point at 11 : 15 p. m., thence steered S. W.

It was my intention to have gone inside, so as to leave the schoon-
ers, lying at anchor off Fort Point, on the port hand, and pass clear
of them into the harbor, but finding the current had set me to the
eastward, and that it would be injudicious to attempt to pass them,
I concluded to capture them. I accordingly gave orders to Mr. Rey-
nolds to board one of them, at the same time I boarded the other.
We succeeded in taking both without any resistance.

After getting them underway and securing a part of their crews, I
placed one in charge of Boatswain's Mate Thomas Gallyer, of this
ship, and the other m charge,of Acting Master's Mate Lewis Johnson,
with orders to report to this ship, where they subsequently arrived
in safety. I then proceeded to the remainder of the duty assigned
me. AJFter trying in vain for a long time, and finding it impossible to
carry out my instructions further, on account of the strong current
and wind against rne, and the near approach of daylight^ I concluded
it would be injudicious to proceed farther on the expedition. I had
also, after the moon had set, got separated from the other boats. I
immediately put about and started for this ship, where I arrived at
6:10 a. m. this day.
Everyone connected with the expedition conducted themselves in

a very creditable manner.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. H. French,
Acting Ensign.

Commander J. R. M. Mullany,
Commanding V. S. S. Bienville.

Additional instmctions from Commander Hollany, IT, S. Navy, to offlcers assigned to com-
mand the prizes.

U. S. S. Bienville,

Off Galveston, Tex., February 8, 1866.

Printed instructions were this day delivered to Acting Master's
Mate John R. Lee, who was in charge of prize schooner Pet, and also
to Acting Master's Mate Otis G. Spear, who had charge of prize

schooner Annie Sophia, with the following additional orders:

U. S. S. Bienville,

Off Galveston, Tex., February 8, 1865.

Sir : In addition to the instructions handed to you for your govern-
ment in relation to the prize schooner Pet, I have to direct that you
will proceed to New Orleans with the prize.

You will inform the prize commissioners and district attorney that
the prisoners found on board the prize, and who may be required as

witnesses in the case, are all on board of this ship, and that they will

be held in custody subject to their orders.

As private towage is not allowed, you will take advantage of gov-
ernment vessels passing to the city to get a tow up.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. R. M. MULLANT,
Commander.

Acting Master's Mate John R. Lee,
v. S. S. BienviUe.
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[Endoraement.]

A copy of the above orders (substituting the words Arvnie SopUa

for Pet) were also delivered to Acting Master's Mate Otis G. Spear.

RepoH of Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, regarding theDepaHment's

order detaching him from command of the West Gulf Squadron.

No. 75.] Mobile Bat, February 10, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch

of January 24, wherein I am informed that Commodore Thatcher,

has been appointed to command this squadron.

It is unfortunate for me, that I am to be superseded, just as the

troops are assembling for immediate operations against the defenses

of Mobile.
. , , , ,

Should Commodore Thatcher, however, arrive before we get to

work, I shall remain and assist him with cheerfulness and zeal; after-

wards shall avail myself of the Department's permission to return

North.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Captain Emmons, U. S. Navy, referring to the steamer W-^Tl-

o'-the-wisp and other blockade runners.

U. S. S. Lackawanna,
Off Galveston, Tex., Februarys, 1865.

Commodore: Since my last communication to you, the Pinola,

Lieutenant-Commander Erben, has joined me under orders dated last

December, having been delayed m Pensacola on account of an
expected raid.

She captured a cotton-loaded schooner on her way, under English
colors and suspicious surroundings, which was sent to New Orleans
with a report to you.

During the late foggy weather, obscuring the shore for several

days, there was a general raid among the blockade runners; two of

them mentioned in the late consular dispatches have ended their

career.

The Acadia, a large side-wheel steamer, is now lying a wreck,
riddled by shell and shot from the Virginia, 6 miles this side of

Velasco, where she ran on shore after several attempts to get into
Velasco.
The WiU-o'-the-wisp, a large iron screw steamer, and beautiful

boat, in a similar fix, but partly under water, a few miles south of
Galveston. This is probably the same steamer that was chased by
two of our vessels in the fog and was not subsequently seen until she
had landed part of her cargo, provisions, and small arms.
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Another, the Wren, a small side-wheel iron steamer, and quite fast,
was yesterday morning discovered, when the fog lifted, abreast of us,
landing her cargo in the town; several vessels were sebt in, but the
water was so low (blowing N. W.) that only three shots reached her
and none to prevent her finally steaming along close to the beach
inside.

I was just about sending in a boat expedition as she was discovered
underway.
A boat expedition was then organized for the following night, with

a view of cutting her out, but the tides were so strong that the ofl&cer
found he would be too late, and therefore turned his attention to two
schooners lying farther out, and the result will be seen in a separate
report.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

.
Geo. F. Emmons,

Oaptmn, Commanding 2d Division West GulfBlcTcdg. Squadron.
Commodore J. S. Palmer,

ComTnandiTigWest GvJjf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Destruction of stranded steamer WiU^o'-the-wisp, off Galveston, Febru-
ary 10, 1865.

Beport of Commodore Palmer, XT. S. Navy, transmitting reports.

U. S. Flagship Richmond,
Mobile Bay, February 16, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith letters of Captain
Emmons, Commander Woolsey, and Lieutenant [C. E.] McKay, of
the Princess Royal, in relation to the destruction of the blockade
runner WilUo'-the-^wisp, off Galveston.

This expedition was well planned and carried out, and I have com-
mended the officers and men engaged in it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of tJie Navy, Washington, D. C.

Beport of Captain Emmons, V. B. Navy, divisional officer, transmitting reports.

U. S. S. Lackawanna,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 11, 1865.

Commodore : I enclose you the report of Commander Woolsey and
his executive officer in relation to the destruction of the blockade run-
ner WiU-o'-the-v)isp, which, from the movements on shore, I should
judge had brought and succeeded in landing some heavy guns before
she was discovered on the morning of her running on shore.

N W K—VOL 22 3
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Commander Woolsey always enters into any service ordered with

cheerfulness, and performs his duty well. I hope to see him reinstated

on the active list again.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. F. Emmons,
Captain, Oommanding 2d Division West Gulf Blckdg. Squadron.

Commodore J. S. Palmer,
Gomdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Report of Conunander Woolsey, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Princess Royal.

U. S. S. Princess Royal,

Off Galveston, February 10, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the destruc-

tion, last night, of the steamer WiU-o'-the^wisp (blockade runner)

:

After dark (8 p. m.) I went down abreast that vessel, hailed the

Antona, ordered ner captain to come on board, and told him I had
come to take his place, in obedience to your orders, and that he would
return to his station. He informed me that he had a boat prepared,

and oflScered and manned by volvmteers, and asked that ne might
he allowed to join any boat expedition in contemplation. The night
being perfectly clear and moonlight, and wishing to give them an
opportunity, I consented, feeling that you would justify me in detain-

ing the vessel, under the circumstances. I then ordered him to send
his boat to me, clear for action, and take his position close in, and on
the bow of the steamer, and to move in when he should see this vessel
doing so. It was my intention to have done the work at midnight,
but the piping up of hammocks and sounding the gong for quarters
on board the Antona caused so much noise as to give the enemy
notice of our intentions. I therefore concluded to wait until 2 o'clock
a. m., ordering the Antona to anchor outside of me by a kedge. I
did the same, and ordered the men to leave their hammocks. Be-
tween 2 and 3 a. m. I caused the boats to shove off, in charge of Lieu-
tenant C. E. McKay, with orders to pull directly in. I then took
my position on the quarter of the steamer, in 2^ fathoms water, the
Antona proceeding as directed, the vessels being from 900 to 1,000
yards distant. The boats soon reached and boarded the steamer, and
set her on fire in both wheelhouses, then pulled for this vessel.

Lieutenant McKay reported that the vessel was completely rid-
dled in her hull from our fire on a previous occasion; that her hold
was full of sand and water; her after section awash, and the deck
scuttled fore and aft, for the purpose, apparently, of getting out her
cargo. The engine had been taken to pieces, and the vessel was a
complete wreck. The wheelhouses were the only part which could
be burned. As they were not completely destroyed, Mr. McKay
offered to return with a barrel of rosm and complete the work, but
it was deemed unnecessary, as everything was destroyed excepting
what was under water and beyond reach. I then returned to the
fleet, the Antona following.
Although there was no resistance, it was fully expected, as the

enemy's cavalry had thrown up breastworks on the bank, and had
been posted behind them all day. I think, therefore, that Lieut^n^nt
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McKay deserves great praise for the cool, quiet, and orderly maimer
in which the work was done.

I consider it proper to take this occasion to speak of the self-
sacrificing spirit, and the cheerful alacrity in volunteering for any
and all kmds of service, and the intelligence and perseverance always
exhibited by Lieutenant C. E. McKay and Acting Ensign A. H.
Reynolds. It would be very gratifying to see Mr. Reynolds pro-
moted to the rank of acting master. He has performed duty as
such to my entire satisfaction ever since he joined this vessel.

I respectfully enclose the report of Lieutenant McKay and a list
of the officers and men who volunteered in the Antona's boat.

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

M. B. WOOLSEY,
Commander.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons,
Commanding 2d Division West Gulf Squadron, off Galveston.

Beport of Lieutenant McKay, IT. S. Navy, commanding expedition.

U. S. S. Pkincess Royal,
Off Galveston, February 10, 1866.

Sie: This morning at 3 o'clock, in obedience to your orders, I
proceeded to bum the wreck of the WiTi-o'-the-wisp; a boat from
the U. S. S. Antona, in charge of Acting Ensign W. G. Jones, accom-
Eanied me. We boarded the vessel, which we found hard aground,
eading to the northward, and so near the beach as to require but a

plank, which was there, for the rebels to board her. We prepared
to set her on fire. The only parts that offered themselves for the
purpose were the wheelhouses, as the vessel was filled with water,
and there were no bulwarks or houses on deck. I directed Mr. Jones
to fire the starboard wheelhouse, while I directed my attention to
the port. Saturating the oakum, and covering the woodwork with
turpentine, we applied the torch, and when I left, both wheelhouses
were burning fiercely. We returned to this vessel about 4:15 a. m.

I think the wood was too damp to burn, or it could not have
resisted the fierce flames that enveloped it when I left. As the fire

did not make much headway, I desired to rietum with wood and
more combustible material, but you judged it was unnecessary, as
the vessel was a perfect wreck and there was so little to destroy.

I desire to call your attention to Acting Ensign A. H. Reynolds,
who eagerly requested permission to accompany me, though still

suffering from the fatigue of the expedition of night before last. He
was the first one on board the vessel and reconnoitered the shore
while I was directing the preparations for the fire.

I was much pleased with Acting Ensign Jones, who most zealously
supported me. He will, in his report, mention Acting Assistant
Paymaster [H. M.] Whittemore, who accompanied him.

I will also call your attention to David Victor, seaman, John Grog-
gen, landsman, and James May, landsman, who, notwithstanding the
exceedingly fatiguing service of the expedition of night before last,

were among the foremost to volunteer. The following are the rest

of the volunteers: T. Shean, carpenter's mate; Ed. Narbic, ordi-
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nary seaman; Charles B. Snell, landsman, and Lester Burdick, lands-

man. The following men I selected to make up the boat's crew:

Charles Larrabee, quartermaster; Jesse Tyler, captain hold; John
Davis, seaman, and William Taggart, landsman.
The whole boat's crew behaved most admirably, and though we

met with no resistance, we had every reason to suppose the rebels

were in strong force on board the vessel or in the immediate vicinity,

as they had been during the day, and we had no support, as the

Princess Royal and Antona, drawing nearly 12 feet of water, could

not approach to within less than a thousand yards of the wreck,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. E. McKay,
Lieutenant and Executive Officer.

Commander M. B. Woolsey, U. S. Navy,
Cc/mmanding U. S. S. Princess Royal.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Harden, IT. S. Navy, commanding U, S. S. Antona,
transmitting report of subordinate officer.

U. S. S. Antona,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 10, 1866.

SiE : In obedience to orders received from you last evening, I have
the honor to report that I returned to my ship and called for a boat's

crew of volunteers to accompany a boat from your ship for the pur-
pose of firing the blockade runner ashore. Acting Ensign William
G. Jones (who had previously asked me for a boat's crew for the
same purpose). Acting Assistant Paymaster H. M. Whittemore, and
12 petty officers and men immediately responded, and after making
the necessary preparations, I gave Mr. Jones orders to report, with
the boat's crew under his charge, to you, and to obey your instruc-
tions. When the boats left your ship, I got underway and took the
position you had assigned for the Antona, for the purpose of covering
the expedition, in 13 feet of water, to the eastward of the wreck,
ready to open fire when your ship should do so. No demonstration
was made on the boats, which returned after accomplishing the
object of the expedition.
For the details, I respectfully refer you to the enclosed report of

Acting Ensign William G. Jones. No casualties or accidents occurred
with the exception of the accidental loss of one musket while board-
ing the steamer.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John F. ELaeden,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Cvmrnaiiding.

Commander M. B. Woolsey,
CommaTtding U. S. 8. Princess Royal, off Galveston, Tex.
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Seport of Acting Ensign Jonei, U. S. Navy, of the U. S. 8. Antona.

U. S. S. Antona,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 10, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders,

I reported on the morning of the 10th instant to Commander M. B.
Woolsey, commanding U. S. S. Princess Royal, with second cutter,

manned with 14 volunteers (2 oflBcers, 5 petty officers, and 7 seamen
and landsmen), well armed, and equipped with the necessary mate-
rials for destroying by fire the blockade runner steamer Witl^o'-the-

wisjf, aground on Galveston Island. At 3 a. m. I started from the
Princess Royal, in company with her second cutter, in charge of

Lieutenant C. E. McKay, who commanded the expedition. I rowed
in to the wreck and at 3 : 40 a. m. boarded her, and with the utmost
dispatch set her on fire. Lieutenant McKay assigning to me the star-

board side for that duty. I expended 3 gallons of turpentine and
about 40 pounds of oakum, which I saturated with the turpentine.

The condition of the steamer, as far as we could ascertain under the
circumstances, was a perfect wreck; her deck, as far as the after

part of her wheelhouses, was submerged and much cut up. She is

an iron-built vessel, and the woodwork was entirely water-soaked,
so that there was little left to bum. After firing her, we immediately
took to our boats and pulled for the Princess Royal. We saw but
one of the enemy (a picket) on the beach^ who fled on our approach.

We succeeded without opposition, returning to the Princess Royal at

4:15 a. m., and reported on board the AnUma at 4:30 a. m. I can
not close this report without speaking in the highest terms of the

conduct of the men. They were cool and obedient. I particularly

recommend' to your notice Robert Lawton, yeoman, as it affords

me great pleasure in testifying to his zeal and good behavior in the

expedition. The expedition was conducted by Lieutenant C. E.

McKay with great judgment and ability.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William G. Jones,
Acting Ensign; U. S. Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant John F. Hakden,
Ccymmanding V. S. S. Antona.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Actin^g Rear-Admiral Thatcher,

U. S. Navy, commanding West Gulf Squadron, to he pre'paredfor the

coming of the G. S. ram StonewaU.

Navy Department, February 11, 1866.

Sir: The Department hastens to advise you that information has

been received ofthe transfer to the rebels of the ram built at Bordeaux.

The dispatch from the consul at Nantes communicating this infor-

mation is dated the 28th ultimo. The ram was then at the island of

Houat, and preparing to leave immediately. Her destination is

doubtless some point on our coast, and it behooves you to be prepared
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against surprise, as she is represented to be formidable and capable of

inflicting serious injury.

Very respectfully, etc., GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Gvmdg. West Gulf Blockdg. Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Benham, V. S. Navy, commanding

V. S. S. Penobscot, regarding the capture of the British schooner

Matilda.
U. S. S. Penobscot, February 11, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report the capture of the English schooner

Matilda from Matamoras, cleared for Havana.
When sighted she was about 14 miles from Pass Cavallo light-house,

standing in for the land. She shortly after changed her course, first

to S. and W. S., then tacked to N. and E. S., and stood on this course

until taken.
At 3 p. m. we started in chase and at 9 : 30 p. m. she hove to and I

took possession of her.

During the chase, I fired several shells at her, but she disregarded

all except the last. I send her to New Orleans for adjudication in

charge of Acting Ensign Miller.

Her cai^o consists of rope, bagging, and liquors. There was no
other vessel in sight at the time of the capture.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. E. K. Benham,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons,
Gomdg. Second Division West Gulf Blockdg. Squadron.

List of vessels belonging to the West Gulf Squadron, February 16, 1865.

Name.
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List of vessels belonging to the West Ghilf Squadron, February 16,
;*e5—Continued.

1

Name. Guns.
1
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settled over her boilers and were charred. I have therefore substi-

tuted the Cincinnati, recently rebuilt and repaired, and which is an
efficient vessel, except that her boilers are somewhat out of repair.

Her commanding officer and chief engineer are disposed to complain
of this defect, which you can have repaired, and which is not, how-
ever, of a nature to prevent her performing service. I expected to

find her repaired on my return here, but she has been in quarantine
with smallpox on board during my entire absence, and was only
released yesterday, fifteen days having then elapsed since the last

case of the disease. As she was my flagship for some time in the
Cumberland, with her boiler as weak as it now is, and with smallpox
then on board, her efficiency can not be considered materially un-
paired. I had no other light-draft ironclad whose condition was not
much worse than that of the Neosho or Cincinnati, and I have sent

you the very best I had. I think with good management they will

render good sendee. The tinclads are loaned from the squadron at
this time with considerable inconvenience, as vigilance and a strong
force are required to prevent the crossing of additional troops by the
enemy. I request, therefore, that they may be returned as soon as
their services can be dispensed with. I recall your attention to the
fact that none of these vessels are provided with condensers or water
tanks, having been designed to operate in inland waters only.
Wishing you entire success in the forthcoming operatioiis in your

squadron,
I am, respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Commodore J. S. Palmer, or
Conunodore H. K. Thatcher,

CoTnmanding West Gulf BlocTcading Squadron.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Major-General
Caniy, V. S. Army, regarding transfer of vesselsfor cooperation with
the Army.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Blacic Hawk, Mound City, February 16, 1866.

(Received 28th.)
General: I have sent to-day to New Orleans the light-draft iron-

clads Osage and Cincinnati, with four tinclads, to report to Commo-
dore Pahner. These ironclads are the very best I had. All of the
few others are in such very bad condition as to be wholly useless in
your operations. I trust that these vessels and the four monitors
previously sent from this squadron may cooperate efficiently with
your forces, and that the entire movement may be a grand success.
I have to regret, however, that your operations were not, as I hoped
they would be, within my limits.

Very respectfully and faithfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding/ Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi

New Orleans.
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Report of Lieutenant-Cominander Low, U. S. Navy, giving information
obtained from refugees regarding affairs in the mdnity of Mobile.

U. S. Gunboat Octorara,
Off Mobile, [Ala.], February 16, 1865.

Sm: On sounding the bar at the mouth of Blakely River last even-
ing, we found 7 feet of water on the ridge of black sand, about 100
yards in width, that forms the shoalest part. The water gradually-

deepened each way from this ridge. The tide was not as full as it

fenerally is after a strong southerly wind or a blow from that quarter,

ut there was more water than there is ordinarily. I will send a
boat in again this evening, as, probably, if this wind contiaues, there
will be more water still. Nine refugees, one a deserter from the

Second Louisiana Heavy Artillery, came off to the Sciota last night.

They bring but little news, having lost the newspapers they had.
They state that General Cheatham, with his division, is at Pollard;

that General Gibson, with about 4,000 of the Tennessee army, is at

Mobile, and in addition about the same number of militia; that there

are few troops on the eastern shore, only pickets; that General Gibson
has command at Mobile, under Maury; tnat the remnants of the Ten-
nessee (Hood's) army had gone to Montgomery; that the number
killed and wounded m the battles in Tennessee amounted to 15,000
men. This deserter thinks that not more than 5,000 went to Mont-
gomery, there being a great many sick and disabled yet at Tupelo.

They state that the Mobile and Onio Railroad is opened again as far

as West Point, and the Montgomery road to that place. One of the

refugees, a very intelligent mulatto, thinks that Hood's army did not

stop at Montgomery, Dut proceeded to Augusta. He thinks that

there are no troops on the eastern shore but Colonel Maury's com-
mand; McCuUoch and his conmiand, some 2,500 men, being upon the

Mobile and Ohio Railroad, at Citronelle, 32 miles from Mobile. One
of the refugees says that a torpedo boat was launched at Mobile the

day before yesterday. From his description, I judge it to be one

similar to that upon the eastern shore. He says also that the tor-

Eedo battery, the heavy wooden framework with torpedos attached,

as been placed in the Spanish River, but I think it doubtful if it

would be put in the channel way that is so much used by the rebel

funboats. I send down the Ida. She requires one or two smooth-

ore howitzers and a supply of small arms if she is to be employed
upon picket duty. The Scioto has coal for four or five days only.

'These men say that the rebels are building a water battery at Choctaw
Point. The deserter reports also that the line of works outside of

Mobile is unfinished and that there are few guns mounted upon it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. W. Low,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Captain T. P. Greene,
Commanding First Division West Gulf Blockading Squadron.
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Report of Commodore Palmer, V. S. Navy, transmitting report regarding

the character of consular officer at MataTnoras, Mexico.

No. 89.] New Orleans, La., February 18, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of letter addressed

to me by the commanding officer at the Texas blockade (Captain

Emmons) in reference to the consul of the United States at Mata-
moras, as I think it right that the Government should be aware of the

sort of representative we have had at that port.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washin.gton, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Lackawanna,
Brazos, February 18, 1865.

Commodore : I have but lately touched here on a trip of observa-
tion and to communicate with Commander Clary, of the Seminole.
From the latter I learn that our consul is in trouble, gotten up, I

presume, by the rebel mob congregating at Matamoras. He is now
on his way out of this pass in an army transport, having been ordered
out of Matamoras, I am told, by the commanding officer in charge of

the French forces there.

Commander Clary saw him on shore this morning surrounded by a
suspicious class of rebel refugees which, I understand, he is taking
out of the country with him, and so much under the influence of
liquor that he came off disgusted and reported the facts.

It is lamentable that at a place of so much importance (some fifty

sail trading there all the time), and at this particular time, that we
have not a better representative on shore to look after our interests.
I will go down to the Rio Grande this afternoon, see what I can learn,
and, if necessary, communicate with the authorities on shore. I shall
then return to Galveston. * * *

I am, very respectfully and truly, yours,

Geo. F. Emmons.
Commodore J. S. Palmer, U. S. Navy,

Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.

Destruction of Confederate schooner Anna Dale, in Pass CavaUo, by
boat expedition from U. S. S. Pinola, February 18, 1865.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, tranimitting rtports to the Depart-
ment.

U. S. Flagship Portsmouth,
Off New Orleans, La., March 5, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith for the action of the
Department the reports of Captain Emmons, commanding Second
Division (marked No. 1); Lieutenant-Commander Erben and Acting
Ensign James W. Brown, of the Pinola (marked Nos. 2 and 3), of the
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capture and subsequent destruction of the armed rebel schooner
Anna Dale, in Pass Cavallo, Texas, on the night of the 18th ultimo.

I have commended Acting Ensign James W. Brown and the officers
and men engaged on the expedition for the energy and zeal displayed
by them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport of Captain Emmons, IT. S. Navy, transmitting reports to Commodore Palmer, TT. S.

Navy.

U. S. S. Lackawanna,
Galveston, Tex., February 22, 1866.

Commodoke: I forward you with this the report of Lieutenant-
Commander Erben, of the tJ. S. gunboat Pinola, and of the officer in
charge of a boat expedition, which, like several previous ones impro-
vised in this division, proved a complete success to the extent of

cutting out and destroying the armed rebel schooner Anna Dale,
which, it will be seen, was only waiting an addition to her crew to
put to sea from Pass Cavallo to prey upon our commerce.

I will forward the prisoners by the first opportunity.
The master, Joseph F. Stevenson, surrendered to the boarding

officer as a lieutenant of the Confederate Navy, and subsequentlv,
when questioned, said he was a master in the same service, but could
show no evidence of rank or authority. He and his crew, I think,
are fit subjects for hard labor at the Dry Tortugas for the remainder
of this war at least, of course if time enough be given. As in the
case of other lawless acts on our Northern border, the rebel President
or his Secretary of the Navy will endorse this fellow and all of his

acts so long as they are aimed against our flag or country.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. F. Emmons,
Captain, Commanding 2d Div. Wast Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Commodore Jas. S. Palmer,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Erben, V. S. Navy, commanding TT. S. S. Pinola.

U. S. S. Pinola,

Off Pass Cavallo, Texas, February 19, 1865.

Sib: I have the honor to make the following report of the destruc-

tion of the rebel armed schooner Anna Date in Pass Cavallo last

evening by the boats^of this vessel

:

Havmg observed for several days a schooner inside the pass, evi-

dently intending to run out when the wind favored, on the evenings

of the 16th and 17th I sent in picket boats to watch her, but the sea

was too rough on the bar for the boats to cross or the schooner to get
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out. Last evening, the sea being very smooth, with wind at E. N. E.,

I sent in the gig and third cutter, in charce of Acting Ensign James
W. Brown, Actmg Master's Mate John Rosliag in third cutter, to

bring out the schooner or destroy her. The boats returned to the

ship this morning at 4 o'clock, bringing 9 prisoners and 12-pounder

Danlgren howitzer, some small arms, and one large boat. Mr. Brown
reports finding the schooner fast to a wharf and very close under a

battery. She had a pivot gun mounted, and everything showed her

to be a privateer; lights were seen in the battery, and nien heard

talking. Mr. Brown made his arrangements, waited until all was
quiet, and then pulled alongside to board her. His men jumped on
board, seized everyone found, and sent them below; the fasts were
then cut, and the vessel drifted into the stream; sail was made and
everytlxing done to bring her out, but she grounded. It was then

determined to destroy her. The prisoners, with their baggage, were
put in one of the schooner's boats, with some small arms; the gun
was dismounted and stuck in the same boat; turpentine, with which
the boats were furnished, was spread around and fired, and the

schooner destroyed.
Mr. Brown reports the Anna Dale as of about 70 tons, regularly

fitted out as a cruiser, full of provisions, and well supplied with arms
and ammunition. She was commanded by a person calUng himself
Joseph F. Stevenson, whom I have prisoner; he surrendered himself
as a lieutenant, but tells me he is a sailing master in the Confederate
service. He says he expected 25 men at sunset to fill up his comple-
ment, and that had they been there we never would have taken his

vessel. He expresses great surprise that our boats were not fired into
by the battery, only a few yards off, and having two or three guns and
100 men. Tne Anria Date was quite fast, and, had she got out, I
think, would have done considerable damage. The howitzer cap-
tured is the same captured on board the schooner Velocity.

I have to express my high admiration of the conduct of both officers

and men. The success of the expedition, and without loss, is due to
the intelligence and promptness of Acting Ensign Brown, whom I
recommend as an efficient and trustworthy officer. Mr. Brown
speaks in high terms of the coolness and good conduct of Acting Mas-
ter's Mate John Rosling. The conduct of Boatswain's Mate James
Brown and Quartermaster Button Bunker entitles them to special
mention.

*

I enclose the report of Acting Ensign Brown; also list of the names
of prisoners and of arms captured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Erben, Jr.,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Captain George F. Emmons,

Oomdg. 1st Division West Gulf Squadron, Galveston, Tex.

BepoTt of Acting Ensign Brown, TJ. S. Navy, oonunandlng expedition.

U. S. Gunboat Pinola, February 19, 1866.
Sir: I respectfully beg leave to report that in obedience to your

instructions I proceeded last night in command of the boat expedition
consisting of the gig and third cutter, manned by volimteer crews of
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14 men in all, the latter boat in charge of Acting Master's Mate John
Rosling, for the purpose of capturing or destroying the schooner seen
for several days past lying near the entrance to Matagorda Bay,
awaiting, as was supposed, a favorable wind for running out.

I left the ship at 6: 45- p. m. and steered in a W. S. W. course for

the entrance to the channel over the bar, some 2 miles distant from
our station, passing which I continued on in the direction I judged
the vessel to be, soimding as I went, to obtain if possible sufficient

information in regard to the channel to enable me to get her out if

captured.
After putting about 4 miles, following the line of the beach, we

came to the entrance of a bayou guarded oy an earthwork or battery,
which we passed within 100 yards without causing any alarm, and at
last discovered the vessel made fast to a wharf a half mile farther up
the bayou and under the gwas of another smaller battery of howitzers.
A careful reconnoissance satisfied me that the darkness of the

night and tke strict silence we observed bad prevented the discovery
of our approach. I determined to board the vessel at once and made
my arrangements accordingly.^ At 10 p. m. this was accomplished
without difficulty or disaster, and we found her to be a Confederate
armed schooner of about 70 tons, called the Anjia Dale, having a
12-pounder Dahlgren howitzer mounted on pivot and well provided
with small arms, ammunition, provisions, etc., and alongside of her
four or five launches or large-sized boats, several of which were fitted

with apparatus having the appearance of being intended for use in

torpedo operations. The officer in command of this schooner, calling

himself Lieutenant Joseph F. Stevenson, of the C. S. Navy, finding

his deck in our possession, surrendered her at once, with himsefi

and crew of 8 men as prisoners, this number being all that were on
board, although he informed me there were 25 more expected to join

him last night.

I then got the vessel underway, hoping to bring her out safely over
the bar, but had not proceeded far when, owing to the darkness and
my limited means of information in regard to the channel, she

grounded in close proximity to the battery at the entrance of the

bayou, and I deemed it advisable to destroy her. I then dismounted
the howitzer and placed it, together with 10 rifles and shotguns
captured, in one of the launches and disposed of the prisoners among
our own two boats; set fire to the vessel and, after waiting to see the

fire well imder way, took the launch in tow, passed the battery again

without discovery, and returned to the ship at 4 o'clock this morning.

Before closing this report, however, permit me to bear testimony to

the prompt and efficient services rendered by Mr. Rosling, whose
valuable assistance is worthy of favorable mention; also to add a

word in commendation of the praiseworthy example and efforts of

Boatswain's Mate James Brown and QuartermastA- Burton Bunker,
and of the good conduct, strict observance of orders, and coolness of

the men generally composing the boats' crews.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James W. Brown,
Acting Ensign, TJ. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander Heney Erben, Jr.,

CommandiTig U. S. Gwnhoat Pinola.
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Letter from, the commaTiding Mexican general at Matamoras to the

senior naval officer of the United States off that place, regarding the

suspension offunction's of the U. S. consul.

[Translation.]

Matamoras, February 19, 1865.

Commandante: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of

y;our official dispatch having reference to the sftspension of the func-
tions of the consul of the United States in Matamoras by authority
emanating from myself.
You desire to know if this disposition will affect American residents

of this place engaged in commercial or any other class of trade per-
mitted by peaceful laws.

Now, the truth is that these matters appertain to the respective
Governments, and I beg you not to believe the false information you
have received in regard to them. . ,

His Majesty the Emperor has given to the political prefectos the
power to revise the exequatur conceded to the consular agents of all

countries in the exercise of their respective functions.
I have written an order to Senor Don E. D. Etchison, to whom it

appears to be indispensably requisite for him to suspend the duties of
his office.

I have directed the prefecture to furnish him with his passports to
return to the United States.

In so much as the American citizens residing in the Empire carry on
considerable trade, actual disputes will occasionally arise with other
nations, and the general order applies equally to all foreign consuls.

Accept, senior commandante, the assurances of my high apprecia-
tion.

Henby Mejij,
Commanding General of New Leon,
CohahuHa and Tampas [Tamaulipas].

Senior Officer of the Naval Forces of the Northern States on the
Coast of Texas.

[Received by Captain Emmons, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Lackawanna. Transmitted to Navy Department by Acting Rear-
Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, March 16, 1865.—Compiler.]

Letter from Lieutenant-ComTtmnder Franklin, U. S. Navy, to Major-
General Canby, U. S. Army, referring to the nonarrival of vessels
comin^g from the Mississippi Squadron, and other matters.

'

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. 148 Canal street, New Orleans, La., February 20, 1865.

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
note of this date. One of our supply vessels will go to the mouth of
the Rio Grande upon the arrival of the mail from the North, which
we shall be happy to place at your disposition. I have heard
nothmg of the momtors or tinclads from up river, though I have
telegraphed several times to be informed when they passed Morganza
or Bftton Rouge, without having elicited a reply. Acting A<finiral
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Thatcher has arrived in Pensacola, and will probably be here in a
few days. I learned this in a letter from the commodore to-day.
I think the latter will also be here in a few days. I shall not send
the Arizona, the flagship, to Mobile Bay until I hear further from
him. I had intended going in her myself to-morrow, but shall now
wait.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .

S. R. Feankxin,
Fleet Captain West Gulf Squadrmi,.

Major-General Canbt,
Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, announcing
his arrival in Mobile Bay for the command of the West Gulf
Squadron.

No. 1.] U. S. Supply Steamer Circassian,
Mobile Bay, February 21, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I arrived
here in this vessel, via Key West and Pensacola, on the 19th instant,
where I found Commodore J. S. Palmer in command, who reports
that the two ironclads from Rear-Admiral Lee's squadron 'have not
yet reached- New Orleans. I learn from General Granger, com-

, manding the troops at this point, that General Canby remains at

New Orleans awaiting the arrival of troops. I shall proceed to that
port and inform myself of his plans and intentions and arrange the
available part of this squadron with a view to cooperation with the
land forces under his command.
Two of the vessels ordered to this station from Admiral Porter's

command have arrived, viz, the Fort Jaclcson, Captain Sands, and
the Quaker City, Commander Spicer, and they will be immediately
dispatched to the cruising ground assigned them by the Department.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Commodore, Acting Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, regarding the transfer of the

West GulfSquadron.

No. 87.] U. S. Flagship Richmond,
Mobile Bay, February 21, 1865.

Sir: Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher arrived here yesterday,

and I shall turn over the command of this squadron to him the day
after to-morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.
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Rep(yrt of Commodore Palmer, TJ. S. Navy, announcing the arrival of

steamers for the Teocas hlockade.

No 88

1

' U. S. Flagship Richmond,
MoUle Bay, Ala., February 21, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the U. S. steamers

Fart JacTcson and Quaker City for the Texas blockade. At least six

more vessels can be there efficiently employed.
, , ^ t.

Blockade runners, since the occupation of the mouth .of Cape J^ ear

River, are rapidly turning their attention to the Texas coast.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Washington, D. C, February 23, 1865.

General Grant has information which induces him to believe that

the French rebel rams are to be directed against Mobile Harbor, and

that orders have been sent from Richmond to Mobile to hold that

place in anticipation of the arrival of these vessels. Notice should be

given to the admiral, and measures taken accordingly. ,

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Major-General Canby,
New Orleans.

Instructions of the Secretary of the Navy to Rear-Admiral Thatcher,

V. S. Navy, regarding the reduction ofthe expenses ofhis command.

Navy Department, February 24, 1865.

Sir: The Department is of opinion that the fall of Fort Fisher
and Charleston will enable it to reduce the expenses of the main-
tenance of the Navy.
You will therefore send North such purchased vessels as appear

by surveys to require very extensive repairs and such as are, in your
opinion, the most inefficient, and all those no longer required.
These will probably be sold or laid up. You will also send home

any stores that are not required. Further requisitions must be care-

fully examined before approval, and the commanders of squadrons
are expected to use every possible exertion and care to reduce the
expenses of their squadrons.

Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commundin^ West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans, La.
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Re-port ofActing Volunteer lAeutenant Dean, TJ. S. Navy, commanding
U. S. S. Gertrude, regarding the capture of the Mexican brig Eco.

U. S. S. Gertrude,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 24, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 19th instant, at 3:30

Sm., discovered a strange sail bearing N. E. by N. and about 7 miles
om shore; immediately got underway and gave chase. At 4:30

p. m. spoke hermaphrodite brig Eco, with Mexican ensign flying at
the mam, from Vera Cruz, said to be bound to New Orleans. Sent
on board Acting Ensign William Shepherd. He returned at 5 p. m.
and reported her as suspicious, her cargo consisting of bags of coffee,

rice, sugar, and a lot of jute rope, such as used for bafing cotton,
apparently, with skids laid on floor of vessel for the purpose of
stowing cotton.

In examining her log book, found the words "New York" were
erased and "New Orleans" substituted, which alteration apparently
was just made.
According to her log she left Vera Cruz on the 11th instant, and

by latitude and longitude taken from log book, and the various
courses worked up, both by observation and dead reckoning, by
marking her track as per course by log on our chart, we find that
she has steered nearly a direct course for Galveston, and was standing
offshore, making to the southward and westward when first dis-

covered.
Under the foregoing circumstances of the case, I deemed it my

duty to take charge of said vessel and send her to port for adjudi-

cation.

Her papers are all made out in Mexican dialect. Enclosed please

find inventory of log book and papers as sent to Judge , of

United States district court in New Orleans.

The U. S. steamers Princess Royal and Kanawha were within signal

distance at the time of said seizure.

I have sent Acting Ensign William Shepherd in charge of said

vessel to New Orleans, to report to Commodore J. S. Palmer, com-
mandiM West Gulf Blockadmg Squadron, for further orders.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Benj. C. Dean,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

[Endorsement.]

The papers of this vessel appear to be regular, with the exception

of not specifying who are the passengers, out her course was such

after leaving Vera Cruz, and when seen off this port, together with

the known currents and winds, and a cargo suited to the rebel

market, that I have thought it prudent to place on board a prize

crew, to assist her to her pretended port, and consigned her to the

United States district judge at New Orleans.

Respectfully, etc.,

Geo. F. Emmons,
Commanding Second Division West Gulf Squddron.

N W K—VOL 22 4
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Gertrude,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 2J^, 1865.

Sir: The following is an inventory of papers found on board Mexi-

can brig Eco: Vessel's register; bill of nealth; clearance; manifest;

an unsealed letter, directed to New Orleans; log book.
Very respectfully submitted,

Benj. C. Dean,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Captain Greene, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Croshy, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. S. S. Metacomet, for a survey of ' Dee'p Hole,"

Mobile Bay.
U. S. S. Richmond,

MoHle Bay, February 2^, 1865.

Captain. The admiral wishes to have the spot known as "Deep
Hole " so marked out, by taking bearings of prominent points and
objects, that the army will have no difficulty in finding it when they
are ready to land their forces, which will be within a few days.

Please have it done as soon as possible, and send me the result.

Very respectfully,

Theo. p. Greene,
Captain, Commanding First Division West Gulf Squadron.

Commander Peirce Crosby,
Commanding TJ. S. S. Metacomet, and Senior Officer off Mobile.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Master WeUs, U. S.
Navy, for duty in West Gulf Squadron.

Navy Department, February 25, 1865.
Sm: Proceed with the U. S. S. Trefoil off Mobile and report lo

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, or the senior commanding
officer present, for duty in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Master C. C. Wells,
Commanding V. S. S. Trefoil, Boston.
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Boat expedition for the destruction of Confederate steamer near Fort

Point, Tex., February 25, 1866.

Beport of Lientenaut-Commuider Wilion, V. 8. Navy, transmittrngr report of Acting
Eniign Boberts, IT. 8. Kavy.

U. S. Gunboat Cayuga,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 26, 1865.

Sm: I herewith forward the report of Acting Ensign Morris, in

charge of the boat sent from this vessel last night to assist in destroy-
ingthe rebel steamer on shore near Fort Point.
The bright lookout kept by the steamer prevented the success of

the expedition.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Henry Wilson,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons,
Comdg. 2d Div. West Gulf Blockdg. [Squad.], U. S. S. Lackawanna.

Beport of Acting Ensign Horns, V. S. Navy, commanding boat from the IT. S. S. Cayuga.

U. S. S. Cayuga,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 26, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order
I left this vessel at 6: 15 p. m. of the 25th instant, and reported to
Lieutenant-Commander ELenry Erben, commanding U. S. S. Pinola,
to form part of boat expedition under command of Acting Master
Allen, of the U. S. S. Lackawanna, to destroy a steamer on shore near
Fort Point. The expedition left the Pinola at 9 : 15 p. m. of the 25th
instant and proceeded toward the steamer, and arrived within 15
or 20 yards of her when we were hailed with "Who comes there?"
at the same time receiving a volley of musketry from the steamer,
upon which we turned and pulled oflFshore, exchangiug a few shots
with the enemy, and deeming it impossible to accomplish our object.

After getting out of range of musketry we were fired upon from the
fort with artillery, they firing four shots without inflictmg any dam-
age, more than one musket shot through the clothing of James
Bums, coxswain of boat, and one in gimwale of boat, arriving on
board this vessel at 4 a. m. of this date.

Very respectfully, Eobert Mobbis,
Acting Ejisign.

Lieutenant-Commander Henry Wilson,
Commanding V. S. S. Cayuga.

Beport of Acting Ensign Bmnmell, XT. S. Navy, commanding boats from the IT. S, S. Pinola.

U. S. S. Pinola,

Off Galveston, Tex., February 26, 1865.

Sm: In obedience to your order I left the ship last night at 9: 15
o'clock with the gig and third cutter, the latter boat in charge of

Acting Ensign J. W. Brown, and in company with a boat from the
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U. S. S. Lackawanna and one also from the U. S. S. Cayuga, proceeded

in to destroy the steamer lying ashore near Fort Point.

At 1 : 35 a. m. we arrived within 40 yards of the steamer when we
were hailed from on board of her and unmediately received a heavy-

volley of musketry, both from the steamer and a party on the beach.

We immediately returned fire from our boats, and seeing there were

a large number of men on board, and several boats a,longside filled

with armed men, and finding our approach discerned, it was deemed
prudent by the officer in charge of the expedition to withdraw. On
our return several shots were fired at us from Fort Magruder, but

did us no damage, and we arrived on board ship at 3 a. m. without

having met with any casualties whatever.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Charles V. Rummell,
Acting Ensign, U. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander Henry Erben, Jr.,

Commanding V. 8. S. Pinola.

Report of Acting Master Allen, V. S. Navy, commanding expedition and boat from the
XT. S. S. Lackawanna.

U. S. S. Lackawanna,
Off Galveston, Tex., Fehruary 26, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order of

the 25th instant I left this ship at 7 p. m. in first cutter, manned by
14 men, proceeded alongside the U. S. S. Pinola, where we were
joined by the second and third cutters from that ship and also the

first cutter from the U. S. S. Cayuga. 9:30 proceeded inshore with
muffled oars, reconnoitering the while, and finding the approaches
to Galveston Harbor clear. 1 : 30 a. m. Fort Point bearing southeast,

distant half mile, formed the boats in two columns and headed
directly for the steamer, she being- beached on the point and about
40 rods eastward of the fort. When within 20 paces of the steamer,
was hailed from the forecastle with '

'What boat is that ? '

' Receiving
no reply they immediately opened upon us with rifles, both from
steamer and beach, firing, I should judge, upward of 200 rounds.
Fort Magruder also opened upon us, firing 1 shell and 3 shots.

Hauled off and consulted with officers in charge of boats and
concluded to return to ship, it being deemed impracticable to board
and destroy steamer.

I would also mention that the only casualties, so far as I could
learn, were three men slightly wounded.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. H. Allen,
Actijig, Master.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons,
V. S. S. Laclcawanna, West Gulf Blockading Sguadron.
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Report of Acting Master Gill, U. S. Navy, regarding a survey of "Deep
Hole" Bay, mouth of Blakely River.

U. S. S. Metacomet, February 26, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to your
instructions I proceeded to Blakely River bar on the night of the 25th
ultimo in company with the pilot of the U. S. S. Octorara, and
thoroughly sounded across the bar, taking the soundings in different

places, and found 7 feet water on the bar. Crossing the bar, proceeded
up the river toward Spanish Battery and took soundings all the
way, to within 400 yards of the battery and about that distance from
along the beach, and found from 2i to 3 fathoms water in the main
channel and in the bay called "Deep Hole."

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Chris. C. Gill,
Acting Master, V. S. S. Metacomet.

Commander Peirce Crosby,
Commanding U. S. S. Metacomet.

Report of Lieutenant-ComTnander Benham, U. S. Navy, regarding the

destruction of schooners Mary Agnes and Louisa at Aransas Pa^s.

U. S. Gunboat Penobscot,
Off Galveston, Tex., February 27, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to report the destruction of the schooners
Mary Agnes and Louisa at Aransas Pass. I chased these vessels

ashore on the morning of the 16th, and on the 18th sent boats in and
set them on fire, having, however, previously sunk them with shells,

though in shallow water. Their cargoes consisted of baggage, cord-
age, wines, crockery, etc., only a few packages of which had been
removed.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. E. K. Benham,
Lieutenant- Commander.

Captain George F. Emmons,
Commanding Second Division West Gulf

Blockading Squadron, Z7. S. S. LacTcawamia.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,

U. S. Navy, urging a reduction of expenditures.

Navy Department, February 28, 1865.

Sir: The Department feels concerned at the very great expenses
incurred in the repair of naval vessels and for other purposes con-

nected with the Navy at New Orleans. Economy in every branch
should be practiced, and there should be no expenditure that can be
avoided. Please enquire thoroughly into the system now practiced

and report whether, and if so, in what way, it can be improved, so

that the expenditures can be reduced.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Vom/manding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.
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Report of Oommodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, announcing the arrival of
the TJ. S. S. Osage from the Mississippi Sguadron.

No. 95.] New Orleans, La., February 28, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S.

ironclad Osage arrived from the Mississippi Squadron on the 23d

instant and will be ready for service in Mobile Bay in a week.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf SgvAidron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Report of Commodore Palmer, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting report on the

condition of vessels transferredfrom the Mississippi Squadron.

No. 90.] New Orleans, February 28, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith to the Department a

report of the fleet engineer of this squadron on the condition of the

vessels sent down by Acting Rear-Admiral Lee for service in Mobile
Bay.
On examination I find that it will take so much time and expense

to put the four tinclads in order to send them around by sea tnat I
have decided to return them at once to their stations in the river.

I shall repair the boilers of the Cincinnati, in hopes of getting her
ready in time to be useful.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Kndonement.]

I concur with Commodore Palmer in relation to the disposition to
be made of the vessels named in the foregoing letter.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

[Enclosure.]

West Gulf Squadron, Engineers' Department,
New Orleans, La., February 25, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have examined the U. S.
steamers Cincinnati, Marmora, Siren, and Peri, lately arrived at this
port from the Mississippi Squadron for service in the West Gulf
Squadron.
The Cincinnati is a casemated vessel with a recessed wheel ; draws,

when deep loaded, about 8 feet of water. The boilers of this vessel
have been examined and found to be in a very bad condition, requiring
at least two weeks' work with a large gang of men to put her in an
efficient condition.
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In my opinion she is totally unfitted for the service required in

Mobile Bay, her side armor plating being about 1 inch and the for-

ward plates 3 inches thick, to say nothing of her draft of water.
The Marmora, Naiad, Siren, and Pen are of the class known as

tinclads.

The first-named vessel, I am informed, has been in active service

for twenty-eight months consecutively; her hull seems to be broken
in two places, and will reqiiire extensive repairs and alterations before
she can be made efiicient for outside service.

The Naiad, Siren, and Peri are in somewhat better condition, but
in either case, to make them serviceable for use in our fleet, extensive
repairs, alterations, and adjustments will have to be made.

I would respectfully recommend that as soon as it can be done
without interfering with the hurried work now on hand that the
machinery, boilers, etc., of these vessels be put in a condition that will

admit of their steaming back to their respective stations in the Mis-
sissippi Squadron.

I -am, very respectfully,

W. H. Shock,
Fleet Engineer West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Commodore James S. Palmer, U. S. Navy,
Comnmanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

Letter from Major-General Canhy, U. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral Lee,
U. S. Navy, referring to the nonarrival of TJnited States vesselsfrom
the Mississippi Squadron.

Hdqes. Military Division of West Mississippi,
New Orleans, La., February 28, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 16th instant, informing me that two ironclads and four
tinclads have been ordered by you to report to Commander Palmer.
These vessels have not yet arrived, but when they come I have no
doubt that their service will realize all our anticipations.

The late severe rains in this region have interfered very materially
with the movement of troops; it is now bright and dry weather, and
if it continues so, we may nope soon to be able to go to work, with
fair prospects of good results.

Keports recently received from Mobile concur in the statement
that a number of armed launches have been sent in the direction of

Jackson, Miss., with the evident design of interfering with shipping
on the river, or perhaps with the intention of covermg the transfer

of rebel troops from tne west side of the river. I have given due
notice to divisional commanders of your squadron between Red
River and Memphis.
During my absence I have authorized Generals Hurlbut and Dana

to approve all permits and safe conducts, which, heretofore, imder
general orders No. 80, required my own approval; the officers of

your squadron have all been notifiea accordingly.

I thank you for your hearty cooperation on all occasions, and for

your kind wishes for our success.
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I remain, admiral, with high esteem, your friend and obedient

servant,
Ed. R. S. Canby,

Major-General.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, III.

Vessels of the Western Gulf Squadron, March 1 , 1865.

Name. Guns. Class.

Au^sta Dinsmore.

.

Antona
Aroostook
Althea
Arkansas
Arthur
W. G. Anderson
Bienville
Bloomer

Buckthorn..
BoWo
Cayuga
Chickasaw...
Chocura.
Cincinnati. .

.

Comubia
Carrabasset.
Cowslip
Corypbeus...

Charlotte.
Estrella...
Elk

Feamot
Fort Gaines. .

.

Fort Jackson.

.

Genesee
Gertrude
Glide
Glasgow
Hollyhock
Ida
Itasca
J. C. Kuhn....
J. F. Jackson..
Jasmine
Kanawha
Katahdin
Eeimebec
Kickapoo
Kineo
Lackawanna..
Milwaukee
Uetacomet
Meteor
Monongahela..
M.A.Wood...
New London..
Nyanza
Narcissus
Octorara
Oneida
Ossipee
Osage
Owasco

Pembina...
Penguin
Penobscot

.

Pinola
Pink
Pocahontas
Port Royal
Piinceu RoyaL

.

Screw ,

Screw. ,

Screw.
Screw
Screw
Bark
Bark. ,

Paddle wheel

.

Stem wheel. .

,

Screw ,

Brig
Screw.
Ironclad
Screw. ,

Ironclad
Paddle wheel
Stem wheel...
Paddle wheel

.

Schooner

2 Schooner
5 Paddle wheel

,

6 Stem wheeL .

.

Ship
Stem wheel.

.

Paddle wheel

.

Screw.
Paddle wheel

.

Paddle wheel

.

Paddle wheel

.

Screw
Paddle wheel

.

Bark
Paddle wheel

.

Screw.
Paddle wheel

.

Paddle wheel

.

Paddle wheel

.

Ironclad
Paddle wheel

.

Screw sloop. .

,

Ironclad
Paddle wheel

.

Stem wheel. .

.

Scr«w.
Schooner
Screw
Stem wh^. .

.

Screw.
,

Paddle wheel

.

Screw.
Screw.
Ironclad

,

Screw
,

Screw.,
Screw.

.

Screw..

Screw.
Screw
Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw.

Commanding officer. Present station.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. M. B. Crowell. .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. F. Harden .

.

Lieut. Comdr. J. S. Skenett
Actg. Ensign F. A. O. Bacon
Actg. Vol. Lieut. David Cate
Actg. Master X E. Stannard
Actg. Master H. Tibbits
Comdr. J. R. M. Mullany
Actg. Master's Mate A. Whiting.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. Godfrey . .

.

Actg. Master W. M. Stannard. .

.

Lieut. Comdr. H. Wilson
Lieut. Comdr. O. H. Perkins
Lieut. Comdr. R. W. Meade, jr .

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jason Goudy .

Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. A. JohnstotiC
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Ezra Leonard.

.

Actg. Master W. T. Bacon
Actg. Master and Pilot J. C.
Lawrence.

Actg. Master's Mate A. Whiting.
Actg. Master G. P. Pomeroy
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Nicholas
Kjrby.

Actg. Master A. Rich.
Actg. Master J. R. Hamilton
Capt. B. F. Sands
Lieut. Comdr. J. Irwin
Actg. Vol. Lieut. B. C. Dean
Actg. Master L. S. Fickett
Actg. Master R. J. HoSner
PUot Benj. Tarbell
Actg. Ensign F. Ellms
Lieut. Comdr. N. Green
Actg. Ensign S. H. Newman
Lieut. Comdr. A. R. Yates
Actg. Ensign F. J. Brenton
Lieut. Comdr. B. B. Taylor
Lieut. Comdr. C. H. Greene
Lieut. Comdr. T. Abbot
Lieut. Comdr. M. P. Jonea
Lieut. Comdr. J. Watters
Capt. G. F. Emmons
Lieut. Comdr. J. H. GUUs
Comdr. P. Crosby
Actg. Master M. Jordan
Comdr. Jas. H. Strong
Actg. Master A. C. Starrett
Actg. Master L. Wells
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. A. Boutelle.

.

Actg. Master's Mate . .

.

Lieut. Comdr. W. W. Low
Comdr. T. H. Stevens
Comdr. Wm. E. Le Roy
Lieut. Comdr. W. M. Gamble....
Actg. Vol. Lieut. L. W. Pen-
nington.

Lieut. Comdr. J. G. Marwell
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jas. B. Beers..
Lieut. Comdr. A. £. K. Benham.

.

Lieut. Comdr. H. Erben
Actg. Master Saml. Belden
Actg. Master E. E. Pendleton...
Lieut. Comdr. B. Gherardl
Comdr. M. B. Woolsey

Texas coast.
Off Galveston.
New Orleans.
MobUe Bay.
Mississippi Sound.
Fensacma Bay.

Do.
New Orieans.
East Pass, Pensacola
Bay.

Mobile Bay.
Pensacola Bay.
Off Galveston.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.
Do.

Berwick Bay.
New Orleans

Do.

Pensacola Bay.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.

New Orleans.
Lake Pontchartraln.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.
Off Galveston.
Berwick Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Pensacola Bay.
Mississippi Sound.

Do.
Off Galveston.
New Oiieans.
Pensacola Bay.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Off Galveston.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Do.

Now Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
MobUe Bay.
Pensacola Bay.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Cruising off Texas.
New Orleans.
Pensacola Bay.

Off Sabine.
Off Galveston.
Off Galveston
Ing).
)9 Calcasieu.

(coal-

Off i

Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.
Cavallo and Aransas.
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Vessels of the Western Gulf Squadron, March 1, 1866—Continued.

Guns. Class.

Pampero

Portsmouth,
Potomac
Quaker City

.

Riclimond...
Rose
Sciota
Sebago
Selma
Seminole
Stockdale

6
,
Ship.

Sam Houston.
Tallahatchie..
Tritonla
Viiginia
Vincennes
Winnebago
Kittatinny
Rodolph

Sloop
Frigate
Paddle wheel
Screw.
Screw
Screw
Paddle wheel
Paddle wheel
Screw.
Paddle wheel

Schooner.
Paddle wheel

.

Paddle wheel

.

Screw
Sloop
Ironclad
Schooner
Stem wheel ..

Commanding officer.

Actg. Master O. Colbum

Comdr. L. Cl Sartori
Comdr. A. Gibson
Comdr. W. F. Spicer
Capt. Theo. P. Greene
Actg. Ensign W. D. Maddocks

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. W. Magune.
Lieut. Comdr. D. B. Harmony.

.

Actg. Ensign L. R. Vance
Comdr. A. G. Clary.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Thos. Ed-
wards.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. M. Freeman..
Actg. Master T. J. Linneldn
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. Wiggin.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. H. Brown.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Wm. M'Gloin

.

Lieut. Comdr. W. A. Kirkland.
Actg. Ensign N. J. Blasdell
Actg. Master N. M. Dyer

Present station.

South West Pass, Mis-
sissippi River.

New CSrleans.
Pensacola Bay.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
New Orleans.
Rio Grande.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Do.
Do.

San Luis and Velasco.
Ship Island.
Mobile Bay.
Pensacola Bay.
Mobile Bay.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmittiTig

report regarding the destruction of the U. S. S. Arizona.

U. S. Flagship Portsmouth,
Off New Orleans, La., March 2, 1865.

Sir: I re^et to be obliged to report the entire destruction of U. S.

Smboat AnzoTia, under command of Lieutenant-Commander George
rown, on the night of the 27th ultimo.

On account of the light draft, this vessel had been fitted for use as

a temporary flagship at the time of her destruction, but had not been
occupied as such.

I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of Lieutenant-Com-
mander Brown's report of the loss of his vessel, and to report that a

court of enquiiy is now in session, with orders to investigate the cir-

cumstances of her loss, the result of which will be forwarded to the

Department without delay.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, ComTnanding West Oulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

New Orleans, La., March 1, 1865.

Sir: With a feeling of sadness I perform the painful duty of report-

ing the total loss by fire of the U. S. S. Arizona on the night or the

27th ultimo.
While on our way from the South West Pass to this city and when

about 38 nules below this, at about 9: 20 p. m., the alarm of fire was
heard. The officer of the deck. Acting Ensign James Igo, promptly-

sounded the alarm bell, and I at once ordered the engines slowed.

Accompanied by the executive officer. Acting Master Edward A.
Terrell, I at once proceeded to the berth deck and found the fire to

be in the engineer's after storeroom, which was situated over the

boiler and just forward of the steam drum. At the first glance I
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thought it would be readily checked, but in a very few seconds the

flames spread with a rapidity which I would not have believed had
I not been present. Water from the deck force pump was very
promptly suppMed, but it seemed only to increase the fury of the

flames. At this time the flames had spread aft as far as the lower
engine room, driving every one connected with the engineer's depart-

ment from their stations. The smoke became so dense that it forced

aU who were below to rush on deck to prevent being suflFocated.

Acting Master Ed. A. Terrell, the last to leave the berth deck, was
obhged to crawl on his hands and knees to avoid the flames and
smoke. I endeavored to scuttle the spar deck, so as to point the
hose down, but before that could be accomplished the flames came up
the fore hatch and around the smokestacks. I ordered the maga-
zine flooded and the vessel headed for the bank, and as she brought
up on shore I let go the port anchor to prevent her swinging off, but
the chain jammed and the anchor did not reach the bottom.

Seeing no possible hope of saving the vessel and that she was drift-

ing from the Dank, I then gave the orders to lower the boats and save
the crew. The fire prevented anyone from nearing the port forward
boat, and the starboard forward boat was swamped in lowering.
Both quarter boats were safely lowered and made two trips each.
Although some leaped into the water from the bow and swam to the
bank, the majority of those saved were taken, ashore by the boats.
Not a soul attempted to leave the vessel until I gave the order for
them to do so, and the marines were of much service in preventing
the boats from being overloaded.

I went ashore in the last boat when no one was to be seen about
the vessel. She drifted to the west bank of the river and lodged,
and continued to bum until about 12: 35 a. m. of the next morning,
when she exploded. Kjiowiog that the magazine had^at least 18
inches of water in it when gunner's mate came up from below, and
that many of the tank hds had been opened, I am of the opinion that
the explosion was the boiler. The safety valves on the boiler had
been raised and seemed up when the engines were stopped, but the
steam stopped blowing soon after we abandoned her, probably
owing to the purchase on the valve lever having burned off. Con-
sidermg the rapidity with which the fire spread and the fact the
crew had been lately received from different vessels in the squadron,
we were veiy fort\mate in having but 4 missing out of 98 souls that
were aboard. Those who were lost must have been drowned by
jumping from the bow or by the swamping of the starboard forward
boat.

Every officer, and those of the crew who came under my imme-
diate notice, behaved with great coolness. After reaching the bank
I caused the crew to be collected at one point, and sent a boat to the
telegraph station on the opposite side of the river to report by tele-
graph and ask for assistance. At about 11 : 30 p. m. the army trans-
port Clinton arrived, and by her I sent aU the officers and crew, with
the exception of 2 officers and 4 men, to Fort Jackson. I then went
across the river to where the wreck was grounded and remained by
it until daylight, hoping to be able to recover something, but nothing
could be seen of the wreck except three water tanks and one of the
masts. At 2 p. m. on the 28th ultimo the tugboat arrived from this
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city, when I proceeded to Fort Jackson, took on board the officers

and crew, and reached this place this afternoon.
With a consciousness of having done all in my power to save the

Arizona, I most earnestly request that you will order an investigation
of this sad affair at an early day.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. Brown,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Letter from Major-General Canby, V. S. Army, to Major-General
Granger, V. S. Army, forwarding telegram regarding the reinforce-

ment of Mobile by Confederate ram^ from, France.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., March 2, 1866.

General: I send you a copy of a telegram just received.* I do
not apprehend that these rams will ever reach Mobile Bay, but we
must or course be prepared for any desperate expedient that may be
adopted by the rebels. Admiral Thatcher sends over his instructions

to Captain Greene by the Glasgow this evening. I will come over
myself to remain on Saturdav. In the meantime any assistance that
may be needed will be fumisned to the extent of your ability. Navy
will not be ready before the middle of next week. The heavy storms
that we have had have extended up the river and rendered the coun-
try south of Vicksburg impenetrable, and I have ordered the cavalry
to this place for transfer to the neighborhood of Mobile. We are now
getting transportation in hand, and will be able to have everything
over in season if we have reasonably fair weather.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canbt,
Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General Gordon Granger,
Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps.

Report of Captain Eaton, U. S. Army, giving information received from
deserters from Mobile regardin^g Confederate defenses and forces.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

Office of the Chief Signal Officer,
New Orleans, La., March 3, 1865.

Colonel: I have the honor to submit to your consideration the

following report of information received at this office this 3d day of

March, 1865:

Several deserters and refugees who left Mobile February 23, 1865,

give the following information : The gunboat Morgan has two 6-inch

rifled guns and two Brooke guns, 6 and 7 inch rifled. The NashviUe

* See Halleck to Canby, February 23, p. 48.
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has two Brooke 7-mch rifles—one of them is on pivot forward and
another aft. She is pierced with six ports; she is clad only at each

end. There are four blockade runners doing picket duty—the Bed
Gauntlet, the Virgin, the Mary, and the Heroine. The Mary and
Heroine have a small brass gun each. The Morgan has 75 men and
draws 8 feet of water. The Nashville has 42 or 43 men and officers

and draws 11 feet. The Tuscaloosa draws between 7 and 8 feet. The
Huntsville draws about the same as the Tuscaloosa. Captain G. W.
Harrison commands the Morgan. Captain Bennett commands the

Nashville. A round battery, mounting two Xl-inch guns, is sunk
flush with the water in the Apalachee River. It has six port holes;

it is said to be of little accoimt. There are two large square floating

batteries, mounting two IX or XI inch smoothbore guns each, one
near the city, the other near the upper part of Spanish River, aground.
They are built in the shape of a ram, with 45 degrees slant of sides

and little covering overhead. One informant states that a Confeder-
ate colonel told him that there were 20,000 men in Mobile and 10,000
more within twelve hours' march. Another informant states that
there are only 8,000 or 9,000 men in Mobile, and that he witnessed a
review of them. It is reported that there are two heavily fortified

bluffs on the Alabama River; also that Selma is well fortified. The
inhabitants of Mobile expect it to be taken, but not without a fight.

It will not be evacuated. The two divisions of Hood's army which
came to Mobile on the 20th of January last were scattered about
Mobile and Pollard when the informant left.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. M. Eaton.
Lieutenant-Colonel C. T. Cheistensen,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Military Division of West Mississippi.

Letter from Major-General Canby, V. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral
Lee, TJ. S. Navy, requesting the services of several mortar heats.

Hdqks. Military Division of West Mississippi,
New Orleans, March 4, 1865.

Admiral : I have just learned that there are several mortar boats in
your fleet that are probably not needed. They may be of essential
service to us if the operations at Mobile are at all protracted, and I
have the honor to request that you will send to this city as many (four
or five) of them as are not required by you. They will be used simply
for the army mortar batteries, and will require no men for the service
of the mortars.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Acting Master Fickett, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Glide, regarding the capture in Vermilion Bayou of schooner Malta,

of Belize.

U. S. S. Glide,
Off Brashear City, La., March A, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 28th ultimo, I proceeded
toward Vermilion Bayou. The weather being very bad, 1 did not
arrive at the mouth of the bayou until the night of the 2d instant,
wherb I remained until morning. On my way over there, however, I

captured a boat and one of three men who were in her, and he informed
me that he belonged to the Seventh Louisiana Cavalry Reserve
Corps. Early on the morning of the 3d, I determined to sound out
the channel which leads into the bayou, and while doing so I took on
board a rebel deserter, also of the Seventh Louisiana Cavalry, who
informed me that the blockade runner which you sent me after had
gone to sea about a month since, and that she laid on the bar aground
nearly two weeks before getting out. He also informed me that there
was another schooner about 9 miles up the bayou, loaded with about
75 bales of cotton and bound for Havana. I proceeded toward her,

and about 1 1 :30 a. m. sighted her across a point of woods under fore-

sail and jib, steering up the bayou. I fired one shot across the point
to heave her to. In about ten minutes after that I had a boat along-
side of her in charge of Acting Ensign John P. Cole, who reported her
scuttled and abandoned. I round a chronometer box on board, but
no chronometer, no register, crew list, or bills of lading. There was a
British flag in her cabm. All the papers found on board I forward
to you as I found them. Her name is the Malta, of Belize, though
there has evidentlv been two other different names painted on her
stem. I lightenea her forward, so as to get at the leak, by trans-

ferring part of her deck load to my vessel. After temporarily stop-
ping it, I proceeded with all possible dispatch to this place, where I

arrived at 8 p. m. to-day. I found Vermilion Bayou navigable and
very clear of trees on the banks as far as I went. The water is very
shoal on the bar, however, except in southerly winds. I found 4i feet

foing in, and as the tide was flowing very fast, with a southeast wind
lowing fresh, I found 6 feet coming out. I understood from the

people living on the banks of the bayou that the schooner was guarded
against rebel deserters by five rebel soldiers while on her passage
down the river.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. S. Fickett,

Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Ezra Leonard,
Senior Officer Present.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,

U. S. Navy, transmitting a letter regarding the fortifications of

Galveston.

Navy Department, March 6, 1865.

Sm: I herewith transmit for your information copy of a letter

dated the 27th ultimo, addressed by Leonidas Haskell to Colonel L. C.

Baker, of the War Department, in relation to the rebel defenses of

Galveston, Tex.
Very respectfully, G. Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Comdg. West Gulf BlcJcdg. Squadron, New Orleans, La.

[Enclosuie.]

Irving House, February 27, 1866.

Dear Sir: I was visited this evening by Samuel Norress, and in

the course of our conversation he gave me the following account of

the fortifications of Galveston: He says that they have seven 100-
pounder rifled cannon on the fort or the point on the island. Six of
those guns were brought from Richmond, having crossed the Missis-

sippi at Baton Rouge, sent up the Red River and down the Sabine,
from thence to Galveston, consuming six months' time in transporta-
tion. The seventh is one of the two captured on the Harriet Lane, the
other having burst. All the other forts are of minor importance,
being armed with 32-pounders only, and are simple earthworks.
There are but very few troops there now, under General Walker.

He embarked those whom General Banks undertook to take Galves-
ton. There were but about 3,000 troops in that part of the State.

Thinking this may be of some service, I send it to you, thinking
that through you it would most readily reach the war office.

Very truly, yours,

Leonidas Haskell.
Colonel L. C. Baker.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, in view of the
possible arrival of Confederate ramsfrom France.

No. 12.] • U. S. Flagship Albatross,
Off New Orleans, La., March 6, 1866.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-
ment's letter in relation to the possible arrival on our coast of the
rebel rams from France.

I beg leave to suggest that it is highly important that an ironclad
steamer should be placed as a guard vessel at the Head of the Passes
on the Mississippi and at Pensacola. All the ironclads now here are
required for operations against the defenses of Mobile.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H- K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West GulfSquadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Commander
Stevens, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Oneida, to proceed off
Galveston.

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
•» No. 148 Canal street, New Orleans, La., March 6, 1866.

Sir: As soon as your vessel is ready for sea you will proceed in

command of her to the coast of Texas and report to the senior officer

off Galveston for duty.
Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Actiiig Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Commander Thomas H. Stevens, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. Oneida, New Orleans, La.

Operations against Mobile from March 8, including the capture of the

city, April 12, 1865.

Letter from Hajor-QeneTal Canby, IT. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, TT. S.

Navy, adviaiiig a naval reoonnoiasance in force.

Hdqbs. Army and Division West Mississippi,
Fort Gaines, Ala., March 8, 1865.

Admiral: I have received information that is regarded as very
reliable that the rebels have torn up about 30 miles of the Mobile
and Montgomery Railroad in the neighborhood of Pollard, and are
removing the material in the direction of Montgomery. This,

coupled with other information, looks very much Uke an actual or
contemplated evacuation of Mobile. It will materially- advance our
arrangements if this fact can be ascertained by a reconnoissance in

force by the gunboats and monitors, which will draw the fires of the
batteries and determine whether the guns have been removed from
them.

Will you do me the favor to order this, if you concur in its pro-
priety.

Very respectfully, sir, your obe^ent servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Mobile Bay, Ala.

[Endorsement.)

Flagship Richmond,
Mobile Bay, March 10, 1865.

Captain : You will see by the enclosed confidential dispatch from
General Canby, addressed to me, what is to be done. So soon as it

moderates we shall move up merely to feel the enemy, though we are
not ready for an attack in lorce.

Respectfully, H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comm<i/nding.

Comipander Peibce Crosby,
Commanding U. S. S. Metacomet.
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Letter from Acting Kear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Canby, TJ. S.

Army, promising a reconnoissance.

U. S. Flagship Richmond,
MoUle Bay, Ala., March 10, 1865.

General: Yours of the 8th instant is just received by 'the hand

of Captain Barrett. I will go up with the light-draft boats to feel the

enemy so soon as it moderates.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi.

Order of Acting Eear-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander Perkins,

U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Chickasaw, for a reconnoissance.

Flagship Glasgow,
Off MoUle, March 11, 1865.

Sir: You will proceed with the Chickasaw under your coromand
in toward Garrow's Bend and draw the enemy's fire, and you will

ascertain the number of guns he has mounted in his batteries with

as much certainty as possible.

You will take care not to go in water shoal enough to endanger the

grounding of your vessel.

Respectfully, H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, ComTruniding.

Lieutenant-Commander G. H. Perkins,
Commanding ChicTca^aw.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, XS. S. Navy, regarding u naval reconnoissance

in force.

U. S. Flagship Richmond,
Mobile Bay, .March 12, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I received
official information from General Canby, under date of the 8th instant,

informing me that there were indications that the rebels had torn up
about 30 miles of the Mobile and Montgomery Railroad in the neigh-
borhood of Pollard and were removing the material in the direction
of Montgomery, indicating an evacuation of Mobile, and suggesting
to me a reconnoissance in force by the gunboats, which I made yester-
day with the five monitors in as close proximity as the shallow water
and the obstructions would permit, drawing from the enemy heavy
fire and proving that the defenses were intact.

As soon as General Canby is ready to advance, I shall cooperate as
effectively as the depth of water in the upper bay will allow.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Chilf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Order of Captain Qreene, U. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby, U. S. Navy, forwarding chart
of the waters of Mobile Bay.

U. S. S. Richmond,
Mobile Bay, March 13, 1865.

Captain : I send you by the master of the U. S. S. Pink a chart of

the waters of Mobile, on which is marked in red where General Canby
says he has your information there is a passage into the Blakely
River where vessels can cany 10 feet. There is also marked in red
the route taken by the blockade runner Heroine when she attempted
to get out some time since. Will you please take the first opportunity
of ascertaining the truth of the information and let me know the
result?

Very respectfully,

Theo. p. Greene,
Captain, Commanding Naval Forces, Moiile Bay.

Commander Peirce Crosby,
Comdg. U. S. S. Metacomet, and Senior Officer off Mobile.

Letter from Major-Creneral Canby, XT. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, XT. S. Navy,
regarding proposed movement of troops and requesting naval cooperation.

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
Fort Gaines, Ala., March 16, 1865.

Admiral: I propose to move a column of 9,000 men to-morrow
morning up the coast, crossing or turning Bon Secours Creek at the

most favorable points, crossing the East Branch of Fish River as low
down as practicable, and striking the North Branch near Dannelly's
Mills, where the crossing will be made. Another column of 10,000
men will move by water through Bon Secours and Fish River bavs,

debarking at a point about 1 mile below Dannelly's Mills. In this

movement we shall need the cooperation of the navy, both for convoy
and for transportation, to the extent that you may be able to assist

with your lignt-draft vessels, and by a demonstration up the bay
with the heavier vessels. This movement will probably be made on
Sunday morning, the troops embarking at this place on Saturday
night, so as to be in the neighborhood of the entrance of Fish River
Bay early on Sunday morning. I design to make a demonstration
on the west side of the bay by landing a brigade of about 2,000 men
on Cedar Point on Saturday, but this will be limited to a demonstra-
tion that will have the effect of drawing off the attention of the enemy
from the movement on the east side oF the bay. Will you do me the

favor to give us such aid as you can from your squadron, and I shall

be pleased to receive any suggestions that you may think proper to

make in relation to the cooperation of the two arms.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West GulfBlocJcading Squadron, Mobile Bay.
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Letter from Captain Greene, V. S. Navy, to Hajor-Oeneral Canby, IT. S. Army, regarding

cooperation.

U. S. S. Richmond,
Mobile Bay, March 16, 1865.

General: Your communication of this date is received. I shall

be most happy and ready to give you all the assistance in mv power.

Six tinclads are all the light-draft vessels at my disposal. They
will be ready at any moment. The admiral will probably be here

this afternoon or to-morrow. I shall dispatch a tug to New Orleans

this afternoon.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Theo. p. Greene,
Captain, Commanding Naval Forces, Mobile Bay.

Major-General Edward R. S. Canby,
Commanding District of Florida and West Mississippi.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, XT, S. Navy, to Hajor-Oeneral Canby, U. S.

Army, promising cooperation.

Naval Headquarters,
New Orleans, March 17, 1865.

I shall be with you with all speed, your communication having
just been received, 11 p. m. The fleet will cooperate as you desire.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Major-General Canby,
Mobile Bay.

Beport of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the movements of military
forces.

West Gulf Squadron,
Z7. S. Flagship Glasgow, Mobile Bay, March 21, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the troops
under command of General Canby are now being landed from army
transports and navy tinclads on the right bank of the Fish River,
at a point called Dauley's [Dannelly's] Mills, about 17 miles above
its junction with Mobile Bay; whilst the gunboats have been shelling
the woods from Point Clear to Blakely River Bar, for the purpose of
clearing the coast of the enemy's forces, supposed to be lurking in
that vicinity, and also of drawing the fire of the batteries, should
there be any new ones erected between Point Clear and Spanish
Fort, below Blakely.

General Canby will advance as rapidly as the necessary con-
struction of bridges for the passage of artillery over the numerous
streams and swamps will admit, and such of the naval force as are
of suitable draft for the shallow waters of the upper bay will coop-
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erate with the general alongshore, keeping open communication
by signal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Hajor-General Canby, TJ. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, XJ. S.
Navy, regarding details of the proposed forward movement.

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
DanneUy's- Mills, March 24, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
mimication of yesterday and its enclosure. The rear division of the
Thirteenth Army Corps will be up to-day, and we move forward
to-morrow morning. If the roads are as good as we now hope to
find them, we will be able to communicate with you from the neigh-
borhood of Point Zeb to-morrow night, or on the morning of the
26th. We will send back from this place to-morrow a part of our
bridge, to be towed up the bay to the point that will be selected as
our depot. Will you please send up one or two of the tinclads to
convoy it, and any boats that may be here when the troops leave,
to the anchorage at the mouth of Fish River, where the bridge
material and some of our supplies will remain until they are ordered
up the bay ? I will communicate with you again to-morrow morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commaiiding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West GulfBlockading Squadron.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, XT. S. Navy, to Hajor-General Canby, IT. S,

Army, regarding the sinking of the \J. S. S. Milwaukee and referring to the rumored
evacuation of Spanish Fort.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
OffStarle's Wharf, March 27, 1865—8 p. m.

Dear Sir: I don't know how you are progressing. My day's
work has been mainly in working the ironclads over the bar into
deep water, in which I succeeded. Late in the afternoon a supply
steamer came over from Mobile, and the Milwaukee steamed in as

far as we had buoyed the channel to shell her out, and did so effec-

tually, causing her to depart in haste. But in dropping back with
the current stern foremost, struck a torpedo, which exploded under
her bilge, causing her to sink. I immediately dispatched her captain
to Pensacola for submarine armor and steam pump to raise her,

which I hope to be able to do. In the meantime I have three inside

the bar, and shall pass the night torpedo-dragging and buoying and
preparing for what may turn up to-morrow. I received through
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the signal officer a message at 4 :30 p. m. to-day from General Granger,
saying that Spanish Fort was being evacuated, and desiring me to

push up the ironclads and drive on three gunboats and transports

which were receiving the troops. Could not understand it, as the

forts were then firing rapidly, and we could see all steamers approach-
ing, none having come down since the shelling. Hope to near of

your good fortune soon. The officer now going to you from Pensa-
cola will, I hope, give you favorable news from the advancing troops.

I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcheb.
Major-General E. R. S. Canby,

Commanding Department of the Gulf.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, TT. S. Navy, to Chief Engineer Shock, IT. S. Navy,
reg;ardlng the urgent need of torpedo arrangementa.

U. S. Flagship Stookdalb,
Off Fish River, [Ala.], 1865.

Deae Sie: The army have moved up to Point Zeb, near Spanish
Fort, and most of the fleet are up tnere. I am most anxiously
awaiting the torpedo arrangements from your hands, as we have
now no time to lose. Pray hasten forward this work, as we are
greatly in need. We are doing all we can here.

In great haste,

H. K. Thatcher.
Chief Engineer Wm. H. Shock, U. S. Navy,

New Orleans, La.

Sartori being ordered North, I am thrown out of gear about my
family and know not what to do, as I can not now come to see
about it.

LeUer from Uajor-General Canby, IT. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S.
Navy, arranging a conference regarding measures of cooperation.

Hdqes. Militaey Division of West Mississippi,
March 28, 1866.

Admieal: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
note of yesterday, and send General Comstock this morning to
explain our line of investment and to indicate the measures by which
you can cooperate with us. We have no signal stations belowD Olivers Creek, but will have the telegraph in operation to-day. I
send a signal officer to ask you to meet General Comstock at Howard's
Hotel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,.

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commariding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatchee,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.
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Letter from Hajor-Oeneral Canby, TT. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, TT. S. Navy,
regarding a loan of mortar boats.

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,

March 28, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of
Admiral Lee's communication addressed to you on the 15th in rela-
tion to the five mortar boats sent by him at my request. These boats
are intended to be used where the ground is too marshy to establish
land batteries, and I expect to have them manned by the army, but
I will be very glad if you will please to have them towed over as soon
BS possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .

E. R. S. Canby,
Major^General, CommandiTig.

Kear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Letter fromMajor-6eneral Canby, U. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
arranging for the opening of fire by the monitors on Spanish Fort.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,
March 29, 1865.

Admiral: We are progressing fairly, establishing new batteries
and making some changes in our line as we develop the enemy's line
and strength. I will throw back the right of our line to-day or
to-night, so that the monitors can open on the fort without firing
into our troops. I will be able to send you this afternoon a survey
of the lines, and to indicate the direction that should be given to the
fire of the monitors. The telegraph is now working to the landing,
and by signal stations communication with your flagship can be
kept.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commaiiding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Hajor-Creneral Canby, U, S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, IT, S. Navy,
regarding the opening of flre upon Spanish Fort,

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
Near Spanish Fort, Ala., March SO, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to transmit a copy of the survey show-
ing the position of our lines with reference to Spanish battery. Our
heavy batteines will probably be ready to open at 8 p. m. Will you
please order the monitors to open at the same time? I will signal

the time for opening. Eight 30-pounder rifles will open at the same
time upon Battery Huger and the rebel gunboats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Mobile Bay.
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Eeport of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the sinking of the 0. S.

monitors Milwaukee and Osage, also TJ. S. tinclad Bodolph, by torpedoes, and trans-

mitting reports of commanding officers.

No 51 1 U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
OffBlakely River, Mobile Bay, April S, 1866.

Sik: I have the honor to inform the Department that the river

monitors Milwaukee, Lieutenant-Commander J. H. Gillis, and Osage,

Lieutenant-Commander W. M. Gamble, have been sunk by torpedoes

at the entrance of Blakely River, the former on the 28th ultimo, and

the latter on the 29th, as they were advancing and firing upon the

rebel forts commanding the entrance.

Before sending the monitors over the shallow bar into the river, I

had it thoroughly dragged for torpedoes and many were rernoved.

We continued to drag until no more could be found, and it was
believed that we could successfully advance upon the forts, but the

result has proved the impossibility of doing so without endangering

the loss of all our light-draft vessels. These hidden instruments of

destruction abound everywhere in these shallow waters. The tin-

clad steamer Rodolfh was also sunk by a torpedo on the 1st instant,

while towing a scow to the sunken vessels with implements for the

purpose of raising the Milwaukee. These vessels will probably be
lost, though we shall be able to save the guns and much valuable

property from them. On the sinking of the Milwaukee, I dispatched

a vessel immediately to Pensacola for a steam pump and divers'

apparatus with the men to work them. They were promptly for-

warded by Commander Armstrong, the commandant of the yard,

but the sunken vessels are so badly broken that they can not be
raised. The divers, however, are retained to save as much property
as possible from the wrecks, and, although under fire from the rebel

batteries, we are doing all in our power. The remaining monitors
are still in the river near the forts, with the object of cutting off

supplies from the city, and are usefully employed. . General Canby
has completely invested these works. Fort Alexis and Spanish Fort,

which command Batteries Huger and Tracy, and I am now prepar-
ing a navy battery of the heaviest guns which can be obtained to
operate on shore in conjunction with the army. The ground around
the forts, as well as the roads, is planted with torpedoes, which occa-
sionally explode, destroying men and animals.

I enclose herewith copies of the reports of Lieutenant-Commander
Gillis, Lieutenant-Commander Gamble, and Acting Master Dyer, the
commanding officers of the Milwaukee, Osage, and Rodolph uuarked
Nos. 1, 2, and 3), detailing the circumstances connected with the
loss of their vessels.

No casualties occurred on board the Milwaukee. On board the
Osage 4 were killed and 8 wounded. On board the Rodolph 1 man
was killed, 11 were wounded, and 3 are missing. The reports of the
medical officers of the Osage and Rodolph (marked Nos. 4 and 5) are
also enclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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[Enclosure No. 1.]

U. S. S. Genesee,
MohUe Bay, March SO, 1865.

Sik: I take the earliest opportunity to make a report of the sink-
ing of the U. S. S. Milwaukee, under my command, on the afternoon
of the 28th instant.

I had proceeded up the Blakely River in company with the U. S.

S. Winneiago to within about 1 \ miles of the lower fort on the left

bank of the river for the purpose of shelling a rebel transport sup-
posed" to be carrying supplies to the fort ; had succeeded in causing
the steamer to retreat up the river, and was dropping with the cur-
rent to resume my former position, keeping the bow of the vessel
headed upstream, my object in so doing bemg to avoid in turning
the accident that caused the sinking of the Milwaukee. I had
returned within about 200 yards of the U. S. ironclad Kickapoo, then
lying at anchor, and supposed the danger from torpedoes was past,
as I was where our boats had been sweeping, and also exactly in the
same place where the U. S. ironclad Wmnehago had turned not ten
minutes before, when I felt a shock and saw at once that a torpedo
had exploded on the port side of the vessel, abaft the after turret,

and, as near as I could determine at the time, about 40 feet from the
stem.
My first object, after realizing the impossibility of saving the ves-

sel, was to save the crew, and I am happy to be able to state that
this was done without the loss of a single person.

There was naturally some confusion at first, the hatches being
closed, and but three being provided with levers to open them with
from below, and those who were not on deck being dependent on
those who were, for other means of egress; but a single command
served to restore order, and all came on deck in a quiet, orderly
manner.
The stern of the vessel sank in about three minutes, as near as I

can judge, but the forward compartments did not fill for nearly an
hour afterwards, giving the crew an opportunity of saving most of

their effects.

I saw every man off the vessel, sending them to the Kickapoo,
Lieutenant-Commander Jones, for instructions, and then proceeded
to the flagship, reporting to you in person, and obtaining your per-

mission to proceed to Pensacola for the purpose of procuring such
appliances as would be necessary in raising the Milwaukee.

I am happy to be able to add that I have obtained the services of

two experienced divers, and also a steam pump, and there is every

prospect of my retaining my old command until I have the pleasure

of seeing her guns once more used against those who are no doubt
now exulting over her supposed loss.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GiLLIS,

Lieutenant-Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, Mobile Bay, Ala.
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(Enclosure No. 2.]

Mobile Bay, Ala., March 29, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of the circum-
stances attending the loss of the U. S.' ironclad Osage under my
command

:

^

About 2 p. m., this instant, being at anchor inside of Blakely Bar,
in company with ironclads KicJcapoo, Winnebago, and Chickasaw and
gunboat Octorara, with a strong breeze from the eastward, I deemed
it necessary to move my anchorage to avoid colliding with the

U. S. S. WinTiehago, which vessel had dragged close alongside. "

I weighed anchor and had moved off to a safe distance ahead, and
on her starboard bow, when I stopped and ordered hands ready to

let go the anchor in 2 fathoms water, the last sounding given after

I had pulled the bell to stop. Almost immediately after stopping, I

ordered three bells nmg to back, and moved forward from the puot
house, intending to step on the turret to order the anchor let go, but
had not taken more than three steps from my position at the forward
door of the pilot house when a torpedo explod!ed under the bow, and
the vessel immediately commenced sinking.

I ordered the executive officer. Acting Master G. W. Garrison, to
take as many men below as necessary and search for wounded or
killed and to send all the rest of the crew on the hurricane deck except
two hands at each boat to haul them alongside.
My orders were executed promptly, and although the ship filled

and settled rapidly, two killed and the few wounded below were
passed up. Three others were wounded on deck.
The names of the killed and wounded I will furnish you as soon as

I can ascertain them. The woimded were conveyed to the nearest
ship for medical attendance. It was impossible to save but few
articles belonging to the ship, as she almost immediately filled.
As the position to which I moved the Osage had been thoroughly

dragged by boats, I am of the opinion that the torpedo by which she
was sunk was submerged and drifting.

I respectfully request that a board of officers may be ordered to
investigate the circumstances attending the loss of the Osage.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. M. Gamble,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

(Enclosure No. 3.]

U. S. S. RODOLPH,
BlaTcely River, Ala., April 2, 1866.

Sir: It becomes my duty to make to you the following report
relative to the sinking of this vessel yesterday by the explosion of a
torpedo

:

Having received orders to report on board the Metacomet at 10
a. m., I had left the ship for that purpose, leaving my vessel at
anchor a short distance inside the bar, in charge of my executive
officer. Acting Ensign J. F. Thomson; from him I have obtained the
followmg information, which embraces all the facts connected with
this unfortunate affair up to the time of my arrival on board

:
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At 1 p. m., in obedience to signal from flagship, weighed anchor
and passed within hail, receiving orders to take a barge alongside,
containing apparatus for raising the Milwaukee, and proceeded with
it inside the bar, crossed the bar, and stood up toward the Milwau-
kee. At 2 : 40 p. m., when directly between the Chickasaw and Winne-
bago, exploded a torpedo under our starboard bow, from the effect

of which the ship rapidly sank in 12 feet of water.
I arrived on board at 3: 20 p. m. and found the wounded properly

cared for, by the promptness with which boats were sent to our assist-

ance from the vessels in the vicinity. The torpedo exploded under
our starboard bow about 30 feet abaft a line drawn at right angles
with our stem, coming through the gun deck, at the break' of the
platform, on which our Parrott guns were mounted, and from the
effects of the explosion that can be seen, I should judge there was a
hole through her bow at least 10 feet in diameter; she now lies with
her gun deck submerged about 5 J feet at low water.

I regret to report a loss of 1 killed, 11 wounded, and 3 missing. I

enclose surgeon s report of killed and wounded; also a certified list

of the men on board, with casualties.

All of the public property, such as small arms, etc., that could be
got at was at once removed to the deck above water, and I am now
engaged in removing the guns.
The accounts of the ship, public money, and nearly all of the small

stores and clothing were stowed on the boiler deck, and thus are safe.

I desire to testify to the zeal manifested by my oflBcers and men in

their efforts to save property, and the cheerfulness with which they
have obeyed all orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. M. Dyer,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

[Enclosure No. 4.]

U. S. S. Tallahatchie,
Mobile Bay, April 4, 1865.

Sir: The following is a list of the killed and wounded of the

U. S. S. Osage:
Killed.—^Lewis De Wall, master at arms; William Paigher, seaman;

John Everhart, ordinary seaman j
Charles Taylor, ordinary seaman.

Wounded.—John Jouan, captain of fore; James Harris, ordinary

seaman; W. G. Fisher, ordinary seaman- William Hartley, ordinary

seaman; Charles Coubum, landsman; Nicholas Haydenger, lands-

man; William G. Boyson, boatswain's mate; Michael McGuire,

seaman.
Respectfully, etc., R. W. Gifford,

Acting Assistant Surgeon, V. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.
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[Enclosure No. 5.]

U. S. S. RODOLPH,
Blakely River, Ala., April 2, 1865.

Sie: I respectfully beg leave to make the following report of the

casualties on board this vessel from the explosion of a torpedo on the

afternoon of April 1, 1865:

Theodore Texada, landsman, killed instantly; Michael Driscoll,

landsman, missing, with conclusive evidence of being killed; Johnson
Smith, landsman (colored), missing, with conclusive evidence of

being killed; Jule Baltour, boy (colored), missing, with conclusive

evidence of being killed; John Wilson, captain of hold, contusion of

leg; John S. Adams, ship's painter, contusion of shoulder and of

head; Sewell Chicquoine, second-class fireman, dislocation of knee;
George McDonald, landsman, contusion of feet; James H. MiDer,
landsman, contusion of foot; Daniel Kelley, landsman, wound of

head; Eli Robertson, landsman (colored), fracture of left leg and
dislocation of left knee (serious); William Strother, second-class
fireman (colored), compound fracture of both bones of arm (serious);

Henry Rounds, first-class boy, concussion of brain; Anderson Wil-
kins, first-class boy, contusion of knee; Moses Payne, second-class
boy -(colored), contusion of shoulder and lower jaw.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Edward P. Colby,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Acting Master N. M. Dyer, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. Rodolph.

Beport of Acting Third Assistant Engineer Burk, U. S. Navy, regarding the sinking of the
V. S. S. Osage.

U. S. S. Tallahatchie,
Off Mobile, April 4, 1865.

Sir: On Wednesday, the 29th of March, 1865, the U. S. S. Osage
was struck by a torpedo off the mouth of Blakely River, and sunk m
about five minutes, taking with her all my papers, including my
appointment, which I respectfully ask a copy of the same.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

'William Burk,
Acting Third Assistant Engineer, V. S. S. Tallahatchie.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to Chief Engineer Shock, U. S. Navy,
regarding meaaures for saving the sunken vessels.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
OffBlaTcely River, March 30, 1865.

My Dear Sir: Our ironclads are inside the bar, and two, the
Milwaukee and Osage, are on the bottom by torpedoes, just out of
reach of Spanish Fort. A steam pump and submarine armor may
save them if the application is made at once, and 1 have sent Gillis
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in the Trefoil to Pensacola an hour after the first accident to get, if

possible, these essentials, but he may not be able to do so. What
can be done for us in New Orleans in that Une ? Their decks are now
awash, and perhaps they can be saved if not on quicksands. This
loss is severe, aside from the death of 2 and wounding of 6 in the

Osage on the evening of the 29th; both had their rakes down at the

time, but they failed to save them. We had buoyed the bar channel
and successfully passed over all irons, save the Cincinnati; even the

Octorara was got in by dint of severe work and removing guns and
ammunition. The southerly blow favored us.

As to the forts, they have made heavy fight, but are now closely

invested and can not escape, we think. Six thousand troops are said

to be inside the works. We have shelled oflF aU supplies from Mobile,

and if the remaining monitors can be kept inside tne bar they must
surrender, as our siege guns wiU be in play soon. Then we must have
the tinclads with the torpedo fixtures at once, to enable us to advance
upstream to the obstructions.

The ground occupied by the blown-up monitors had been thor-.

oughly dragged by grapnels and many torpedoes destroyed before

any advance was made, and the officers dragging pronounced it aU
clear and free.

I send the boat back at once. We have required Dr. [J. C] Palmer
very much in amputations of legs and arms. I must send down for

Dr. [L. J.] Williams at once.

In great haste, I am, very respectfully,

H. K. Thatchek.
W. H. Shock, Esq.,

Chief Engineer, West Gulf Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Headquaeteks Engineer Brigade, March SO, 1865.

We have got our ironclads up as far as is considered safe from tor-

pedoes. We can not well sweep for them under fire. We have had
one of our ironclads sunk by torpedoes already. When do you expect

to get your heavy guns to work ?

J. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding First Division.

Major-General Canbt.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters, etc., March SO, 1865.

Your dispatch is just received. We expect to open with the

heavy guns and mortars to-morrow riiorning. I will send the

admiral to-night a copy of the survey showing our positions.

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-Oeneral, Commanding.

Commodore J. S. Palmer,
{Care General Bailey).
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ITelcgram.]

Extreme Eight Batteries,
March SI, 1865—8:30 a. m.

We have the range on the ram very well. She has fired but two
shots and is moving up the stream. No shells from the fort guns
have exploded. The transports have got safely out of the way.
The ram, like the Tennessee, fires only halfway across. Our shots

on the ram don't seem to affect her, although several have struck

her. I am at the left of the batteries, in a ravine—a good place for

observation. The fort guns have got the range well. We have now
opened on the fort.

M. Adams, Jr.

Captain S. M. Eaton.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to commanders of picket boats.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Mobile, Ala., March 31, 1865.

Commanding officers are directed to see that the picket boats pro-
vided by their vessels are properly manned and equipped.
The crews should be composed of the best oarsmen and the most

trustworthy men in the vessel.

The crew should be armed with rifles, and must not be allowed to
remove their waist belts.

The boats should be supplied with moorings and with ropes or
chains for sweeping.
The oars should l)e carefully muflOied.

The officers and men employed in the work of night picket should
be made to understand that they are employed on a most important
work, one on which the safety of the ironclads depends, and that
nothing can excuse a careless discharge of such duty.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Note.—Commander Peirce Crosby commanded the U. S. S. Meta-
comet off Mobile, Ala.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Engineer Brigade, March 31, 1865.
I shall be off to your headquarters in about an hour.

J. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commanding First Division.

Major-General Canbt.
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Letter from Major-General Canby, TJ. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S.

Navy, requesting aid in catting off the approach to Battery Huger.

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,

April 1, 1866.

Admiral: It is represented that light-draft steamboats are able
to reach Battery Huger from Mobile by the routes indicated in
pencil on the accompanying map. The entire course of these boats
can not be followed from the signal stations, either on the right or
left, but it appears to be certain that they can get into the Apalachee
River without coming down the Blakely. Wiu you do me tne favor
to have them watched, and if within reach of your guns stopped?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher.
Major-Generai, Commanding.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, XT. S. Navy, to Major-OeneraX Canby, TJ. S.

Army, promising to guard the approach to Fort Tracy.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Blakely Bar, [April 1], 1865.

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
dispatch of this day's date, accompanied by the chart representing
in pencil lines a means of communication from Mobile with Fort
Tracy. I will have it watched as you desire, and as the moon is on
the increase, we hope to be able to see an approaching boat a long
distance. It appears to me that those now in Fort Alexis and adja-
cent works must soon exhaust their ammunition and provisions, and
if all relief is cut off from the city you must soon have them.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Army and Division of West Mississippi.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to Major-Oeneral Canby, V. S.

Army, regarding guns.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale, April 1, 1865.

In reply to your note of this day, I am sorry to say that we have
no lOO-pounder Parrotts with carriages, except those mounted on
pivot slides on board one or two gunboats, and those on board the

ironclad Cincinnati. There are two or three of that caliber at New
Orleans, but, I beheve, without carriages.

I am, very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Colonel C. T. Christensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Letter from Acting Beax-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S. Navy, to Hajor-Oeneral Canby, V. S.

Army, referring; to the falling of the river and consequent grounding of vesseli.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
OffBlakely Bar, March 31, 1865.

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dis-

patch of yesterday's date, and to thank you for the information con-
tained therein. 1 am very happy to know that you have a prospect
of capturing these forts with all their troops; consequently Mobile.
Last night the river fell 3 feet 4 inches, so that at present some of the
vessels inside the bar are aground and can not move. We shall do all

in our power to aid you in the attack, however. It seems to me that
with the opposite side weakened by sending so many of their troops
over here, tnat a demonstration with 3,000 or 4,000 upon the city would
cause its surrender, for it seems utterly impossible that such extensive
works should be garrisoned. I thank you, general, for the plan of
Spanish Fort and surroundings.

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Active Rear-Admiral.

Major-General Canby,
Commanding Army and Division of West Mississippi.

P. S.—Commodore Palmer, who now visits your headquarters,
will explain our position.

Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, XT. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby, V. S. Navy,
commanding V. S. S. Metacomet, to drag for torpedoes inside Blakely Biver Bar.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Mobile, April 2, 1866.

Sir: Until further orders you will send in two picket boats during
the day and one during the night, to sweep and drag for torpedoes
inside Blakely River Bar.
The officers of your boat will be directed to report to the senior

officer inside the bar.
Very respectfully,

H. K^. Thatcher
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Commander Peirce Crosby, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. S. Metacomet, off Mobile, Ala.

You will also send your boarding netting to the senior officer inside
the bar, which will be used to close the channel. Send also one light
kedge. *

E. Simpson, Fleet Captain.
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Letter from Acting Eear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Canby, V. S.
Army, regarding guns for shore battery.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
OffBlaJcely Bar, April 4, 1865.

General : I enclose you the statement of some intelligent deserters
from Tracy, who came off last evening and are now on board this tin-
clad. I have sent to Pensacola to see if two 100-pounders can be had
ready for use. General Totten came to see me about our three 30-
pounder Parrotts, which were then being landed at your wharf, and can
go forward to battery at once. I suggested to him that this battery,
after being placed, should be given to navy men. If this should meet
with your approbation, I have officers, surgeon, and men all detailed
and ready to go at it on the shortest notice. I will communicate the
arrival of the rest of my ordna,nce.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding in Chief, Army of West Mississippi.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. OCTORARA,
Monday Evening, April 3, 1865.

My Dear Simpson: I send off three deserters and a contraband,
who came from the Winnebago, having, they state, left Battery Tracy
this afternoon and come out down the middle channel and outside of
the point of Duckers' Bay. They say that there are 2,000 men in the
Spanish Fort works and the same number at Blakely; that the rebels
have a pathway beneath the highland below the entrance to Minette
Bay that will be completed in a week, over which they pass to the
marsh abreast of Battery Tracy; thence to Battery Tracy in skiffs,

and across the marsh to Connor's Bayou, and so by a steamboat that
meets them above the spiles and the Danube to Mobile by way of the
Tensas; that no boats (steamboats) pass down the middle cnannel;
that the rebels can get no supplies except by skiffs, as the battery on
Minette Bay effectually cuts them off from the forts, and ammunition is

scarce. They think they will evacuate or surrender soon if the attack
is carried on vigorously. They state that it is reported that there had
been a fight at Blakely and the Federals whipped; that on Battery
Huger are mounted two 1 0-inch Brooke rifles that throw square-headed
bolts that weigh 230 pounds, and three other 7-inch Brooke guns, two
8-inch columbiads, and a 10-inch mortar; on Battery Tracy, two
8-inch Brooke rifles, another 7-inch Brooke rifle, one 8-inch howitzer,

and one 8-inch columbiad. The battery in Minette Bay does a great
deal of execution; has disabled the 7-inch Brooke at Fort Tracy, and
the traverse circle of the columbiad was injured, but is temporarily
repaired. They think that they can't possibly hold out more than
two days unless the blockade runners bring them ammunition, as they
did nignt before last. They think they have ten days' rations, if not
more. Not one private in twenty would fight if they could get out of
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it. Guns have been mounted at Choctaw Bluif from Selma; they
have no gunboats except those we know. I came off from the net-

stretching to send these men to you; they are intelHgent, seem well

disposed, and worth questioning. I will give Mr. Camp, the signal

oflBcer, a boat to communicate with the shore, as he has failed to call

attention by signal and wishes to communicate with the general.

Truly, yours,

W. W. Low.
P. S.—The passageway along the marsh can be used only at night, as

it is in sight of the Minette Bay battery; though not complete, it can
be used. A regiment passed over it last week and were taken on board
a steamboat and then to Blakely. They know nothing of Forrest's
men here. They have heard a report that General Thomas had lately

had a fight with Forrest in the neighborhood of Columbus, Miss., but
the report regarding the result was not reliable, as it gave the advan-
tage to both parties. An attack was made at Blakely on the day
before yesterday evening and the Federals repulsed. They don't
know what guns are mounted at Blakely; but most of them do not
bear upon the river.

Truly, yours,

W. W. L.

Letter from Hajor-General Canby, U. S. Army, to Bear-Admiral Thatcher, 11. S. Navy,
regarding proposed attack upon Spanish Fort.

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
Near Spanish Fort, Ala., April 4, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note
of this morning and its enclosure. The information given by the
deserters is confirmatory of that already received from (feserters from
Spanish Fort. To cut off the communication by the route described,
I propose to put in Minette Bay several bateaux, and, if you can spare
them, the launches asked for this morning. We shall open upon the
fort and its dependencies at 5 o'clock this afternoon with all the guns
we have m position, and keep up the bombardment until dark, and
continue during the night at the rate of one shell in every three or
four minutes. Can the Octorara and Winriebago do anything to help
us by a demonstration on the front of the rebel works? Your kind
offer to man the 30-pounders furnished us by a party from vour
squadron is very gratefully accepted. I will notify you when thev
will be needed. -^

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canbt,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatchkr,
Commanding West QulfBlockading Squadron, MoHle Bay.



WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 81

Letter from Major-General Cauby, TJ. S. Anny, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S.
Navy, requesting cooperation for the capture of Batteries Huger and Tracy.

Hdqes. Akmy and Division of West Mississippi,
April 6 U], 1866.

Admiral: I propose, as soon as our occupation of the north end of
Minette Bay is secured, to organize a force for the purpose of captur-
ing Battery Tracy or Huger, or both of them. In this we shall need
the assistance of the navy, if it can be spared, in boats and in sailors
to man them. I wish to send about 200 volunteers from the army,
and we shall need eight or ten boats in addition to those we have,
and fifty or sixty sailors to row them. Will you please advise me at
your earliest convenience whether you can give us this assistance?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to Major-General Canby, V. S.

Army, promising cooperation in an assault upon Forts Tracy and Huger.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
OffBlakely River, [April 4], 1865.

Sir : I shall be happy to aid you in any way in my power in send-
ing you boats to land your men at Forts Tracy and Huger. To send
sixty men in these boats to row them will be nearly a load for them,
at least they will be nearly filled with their own crews, so that an
assaulting party would find but little room in them, particularly as

our vessels are all small and their boats proportionally so. I would
therefore respectfully suggest that your assaulting party be drilled at

the oars, and we will endeavor to furnish the eight or ten boats at

night. Every boat in this little fleet has been engaged every moment
in dragging for torpedoes all day and night, or in saving public

property from the three wrecks. But should you propose this

attack at night the boats could be better spared. Lieutenant-Com-
mander Franklin, our late fleet captain, will command the launches
intended to operate in Minette Bay. I have said nothing of my

Eresent scarcity of eflicient ofiicers to send with the assaulting boats,

ut presume you have sufficient who are quite able to take charge of

them.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General Canby.

P. S.—I regret that the growing moon will disclose your approach.

X w K—VOL 22 6



82 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADHON.

Letter from Actingp Bear-Admiral Thatcher, XT. S. Navy, to Captain Eaton U. S. Army,
regarding launches for howitzers.

U. S. Flagship Stookdale,
OffBlakely Bar, April 4, 1866.

Captain: I send you the three deserters as you desire in your
dispatch of this instant. I regret to say that the light-draft vessels

which we are obliged to use in this shallow [water] have no launches.

From the Richmond, now coaling at Pensacola Bay, and the Ports-

mouth, at New Orleans, we could probably obtain two boats fitted

for howitzers. Of the latter we can furnish 6-pounders and 12-

pounders. I see at once the vast importance or this service, and
deeply regret my inability to send them to you at once. The Rich-
mond will not probably be here before Sunday or Monday. Can you
send a dispatch steamer to New Orleans or Lakeport and to Pensacola
for these munches? If so, I will give the order to deliver them forth-

with.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Captain S. M. Eaton,
Chief Signal Officer, Military Division of West Mississippi.

Letter from Major-General Canby, U. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S.
Navy, acknowledging offer of howitzer boats.

Hdqes. Abmy and Division of West Mississippi,
Near Spanish Fort, Ala., April 4, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of this date by Lieutenant Lyon; also of^your note
to Captain Eaton. I am very much obliged for your offer of howitzer
boats and send this by Captain Cook, aid-de-camp, with the request
that you will be pleased to hand him the orders for the launches at
Pensacola and New Orleans.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General Commanding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Mobile Bay.

(Telegram.]

Starke's Landing, April 4, 1866—11:30 p. m.

Aj • irpi. X 1. , ,
(Received 5th.)

Admiral i hatcher had, previous to my arrival, sent for the launches
at Pensacola. I am off immediately.

M. K. Cook,
., . Captain and Aid-de-Camp
Lieutenant-Colonel Christensen,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Letter from Bri^dier-General Bailey, XT. S. Army, to Sajor-Oeneral Canby, U. S. Anny,
forwarding congratulatory message on the capture of Selma, Ala.

Headquarteks Engineer Brigade, April 6, 1866.

I am requested by the admiral to telegraph the following letter
to Major-General Canby:

U. S. TiNCLAD SrOCKDALE—10 p. m.
General: I thank you for the infonnation of the capture of Sehna, etc. I think your

work is now short and pleasant. Gpd be praised for the intelligence. I shall also fire a
salute of 100 guns on this delightful intelligence. I congratulate you and your army with
all my heart. This must have been Thomas.

Very truly, H. K. Thatcher,
ReaT-Admiral.

Respectfully,

J. Bailey,
Brigadier-General.

Colonel C. T. Christensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S. Navy, to Hajor-General Canby, IT. S.
Army, giving information published in Mobile papers.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale, [April 7, 1865.]

This morning we have two refugees, youngsters, natives of New
York. The Mobile papers of yesterday report Johnston's second
defeat by Sherman, in which the latter captured 10,000 prisoners
and completely dispersed the rebel army. Sherman has occupied
Greensboro, and has advanced to Gaston, N. C, near the Virginia
line. In Mobile there are no troops but the Pelham battalion of
boys. At Hall's Mills are 5,000 cavalry. The papers say also a
steamer started yesterday with four 100-poimder Parrotts for Spanish
Fort; that besides the NasTiviUe, HuntsmUe, Tuscaloosa, and Morgan,
the rebels have at Blakely two rams, which were towed up there;
that Thomas, at last accounts, was advancing from Selma to Mont-
gomery and had taken it. They say that garrisons have been left

m the forts on west side of the bay ; that authorities seem determined
to hold out at Spanish Fort to the last, and that they are driving
piles at the jimction of the Alabama and Spanish rivers, and that
there are no forts on the marsh there; that the general opinion is

that nothing can prevent Sherman's junction, at Petersburg, with
Grant, and that Lee must surrender. They also say that all supplies

to Spanish Fort are taken by way of Blakely, the ammunition by
land, and provisions by steamboats. These refugees say that at
last accounts Steele was 26 miles distant from Blakely, and that no
attempt [will be made] to hold Mobile City after the fall of these
Spanish forts; that very many of the Mobile inhabitants are praying
for our success.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

General Canby,
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Order of Uajor General Canby, V. S, Army, to Brigadier-Oeneral Bailey, IT. S. Army, to for-

ward request to Acting: Bear-Admiral Thatcher regarding gnn carriages.

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
April 7, 1865.

Please forward the following dispatch

:

Admiral Thatcher: Captain Starrett, your ordnance officer, informs me that there

are two, if not more, Marsilly carriages, with breechings and implements complete for

100-pounder Parrotts, at the Reading Press Naval Ordnance Depot, at New Orleans, and
two at Pensacola navy yard. I respectfully request that the same may be sent for, or,

in case it should not be practicable for the navy to furnish transportation, that the carriages

be turned over to the respective quartermasters at New Orleans and Pensacola.

These carriages will only be used in case the platforms we are now constructing should
not be found to answer. I am much obliged for your interesting dispatch about Sherman,
etc.

Yours, truly, E. R. S. Canbt,
Major^enerci.

C. T. Christensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General J. Bailet.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S. Navy, to Major-Qeneral Canby, IT. S.
Army, responding to request for gun carriages.

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
April 7, 1865.

I have just received the following from the flagship

:

Flagship Stockdale, A-pril 7, 1865.
1 shall comply with your request in giving the order for the gun carriages at New Orleans

and Pensacola. I expect that I have no transportation. Will place in bands of your aid-
^e-camp the orders on the respective commanders to turn over to your quartermasters.
I had just dispatched a steamer to New Orleans on service only fifteen minutes since. The
two refugees tell me that several loads of wounded and dead were brought into Mobile
per steamers from Spanish Fort, and that they saw them.

H. K. Thatcher,
Admg Bear-AdmirqI.

Lieutenant-Colonel Christensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General Canby.

Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S. Navy, to Captain Emmons, U. S. Navy, for
the deiivery of gun carriages for use in.Uobile Bay.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Mobile Bay, April 7, 1865.

Please deliver to the United States Army quartermaster at New
Orleans two or more Marsilly gun carriages, with equipments and
breechmgs, for use m Mobile Bay, from Reading Press Naval Arsenal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
_ ^ . _ „ _ Rear-Admiral.
Oaptam George F. Emmons,

Senior Officer, 158 Canal Street. New Orleans.
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Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Captain Amutronc, U. S. Navy,
for delivery of gun carriages for use in Mobile Bay.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Mobile Bay, April 7, 1865.

Please deliver to the United States quartermaster the two gun
carriages for 100-pounder Parrotts, with their equipments, now in
your hands, for use in the siege of Spanish Fort, Mobile Bay.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Captain J. F. Armstrong, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Navy Yard, Pensacola.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
[April 7, 1865.]

What is the matter on your left? Telegraph at once and keep
the operator at his post all night.

Canby.
General F. Steele.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters United States Forces,
In Front ofBlakely, April [7], 1865.

I have sent an officer to see what is the matter. I will report as

soon as he returns. I think there is nothing unusual.

F. Steele,
Major-General.

Major-General Canby.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters of General Steele,
A'pril 7, 1866.

The gunboat Morgan is shelling our left.

F. Steele,
Major-General.

Lieutenant-Colonel C. T. Christensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Stockdale,
AprU 8, 1865—8:45 p. m.

Your dispatch of the 8th, 8 p . m.
, just received . I congratulate you

on your success this p. m. A splendid shelling you gave them; could

not be surpassed. I am now hard at work, and have been all last

night and all day, and shall be all this night, clearing the ground for
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the monitors to advance, and I will try to put them within shelling

distance to-morrow. Torpedoes very numerous; 100 pounds in many
of them. I shall persevere. I have 100-pounder Parrott en route

from Pensacola, all fitted. Can I have it put in navy battery on its

arrival ?

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General Canby.

[Telegram.]

Your dispatch is received. Thanks for your kind expressions and
for your cordial cooperation. I shall be happy to receive the addi-
tional 100-pounder and to place it in the naval battery, as you suggest.
That battery behaved admirably to-day.

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Admiral Thatcher.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters of General Steele,
A'prU 8, 1865.

Thirty-pounder put seven shots into the Morgan. She is going
down Raft River. Nashville took shelter behind earthworks on the
enemy's left and is now backing downstream. HuntsvUle has not
moved. She and batteries on shore are shelling our siege battery.

F. Steele,
Major-General.

Lieutenant-Colonel C. T. Christensen.

Letter from Hajor-General Canby, U. S. Army, to Acting Sear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S.
Navy, announcing the occupation of Spanish Fort and Fort Alexis.

April 8, 1865.
I have the honor to inform you that Spanish Fort and Fort Alexis

are now in our possession. Be kind enough to put your officers on
their guard, that they do not fire into us in the morning.

Very respectfully,

E. R. S. Canby,
. , . , ^ Major-General.
Admiral Thatcher,

{Care of General Bailey).

[Telegram.]

Flagship Stockdale,
April 9, 1865—3 a. m.

I was already in possession of the fact that the Spanish Fort and
Alexis had surrendered, but not the less obliged to you for the infor-
mation, and had already given orders not to fire. We have foimd
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twelve huge torpedoes to-night, between present monitor anchorage
and the spot selected for anchorage to-morrow, one mile and a half
higher up. Hope to communicate with you in the morning. So soon
as you hoist our American flag on the fort we shall salute it.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,

General Canbt.
Acting Bear-Admiral.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. Akmt and Division of West Mississippi,
April 9, 1865.

The American flag has been waving for more than two hours over
the water battery in Spanish Fort, but I shall cause it to be hoisted
at once at the highest point, viz, Fort Alexis. As soon as I know
the result for certain, I will advise you. I think it is somewhere in

the neighborhood of 15 to 20 guns and 1,600 to 2,000 prisoners.

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Admiral Thatcher,
{Care of GeTieral Bailey).

Beport of Brigadier-General Bailey, XT. S. Army, forwarding the neva of the fall of Blch-
mond and Feteraburg.

Headquarters Engineer Brigade, April 9, 1865.

The admiral has just sent the following dispatch, which he wishes

me to telegraph to Major-General Canby:
Flagship Stockdale.

By a dispatch Soat from New Orleans wo have the news of the fall of Richmond and
Petersburg on the 3d of April. Lee is retreating toward Danville, followed up by Grant.

Very respectfully,
H. K. Thatcher,

Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General E. R. S. Cakbt.

Very respectfully,
J. Bailey,

BrigadieT^GeTierdL

Colonel C. T. Christensen,
Assistant AdjutaTtt-General.

Report of Acting Uaster Gill, V. S. Navy, regarding the destruction of torpedoes in the

channel of Blakely Biver.

U. S. S. Metacomet,
Mobile Bay, April 9, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to your

orders I saw the channel of Blakely River very thoroughly swept by

drag nets from the large net secured across the river down to the

U. S. ironclad Winnebago, 20 boats forming across the channel with
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a large drag net between every two boats. They swept down the

channel six different times and across the stream from shore to shore

two different times, and succeeded in dragging up and destroying

five large torpedoes below the standing net, found 16 large torpedoes

entangled in the standing net, and several torpedoes above the net,

which were drifting down with the current, all of which were destroyed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Chris. C. Gill,
Acting Master, U. S. S. Metacomet.

Commander Peirce Crosby,
Commanding V. S. S. Metacomet.

Letter from Fleet Captain Simpson, IT. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby, V. S. Navy, referring

to the successful efforts of the latter in the destruction of torpedoes.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Mobile Bar, April 9, 1865.

Dear Crosby: I was just speaking to the admiral before your
message arrived and was dwelling on the triumph that you had
achieved with your net, taking occasion to let him know of your great
efforts of the last twenty-four hours. He does not expect you or
yours to work to-night, but is desirous that to-morrow you will go
to work and plant the other net high enough up to enable the moni-
tors to drive the rebels out of Tracy and Huger batteries.

I hope that your exposure may not produce serious sickness. You
may rest assured that the officers who are closely regarding opera-
tions here appreciate the man on whose efforts all our successes, up
to now, have rested.

Yours, truly,

E. Simpson.
Captain Crosby,

Metacomet.

Beport of Acting Bear-*Admiral Thatcher, U. S, Navy, announcing the capture of Port
Alexis and Spanish Fort,

No. 53.] U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Blakely River, MoUle Bay, April 9, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that Fort Alexis
and Spanish Fort fell into our hands last night and at 1 a. m. to-day.
These very strong works were heavily bombarded last evening from
5 to 7 o'clock by army and navy. Our battery on shore, under com-
mand of Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, late of the U. S. ironclad
Milwaukee, is highly spoken of by General Canby for its eflSciency
in the attack. The stars and stripes are now flying over the walls
of these works, which are considered the key to Mobile. Our pris-
oners will amount to from 1,600 to 2,000 men and 16 heavy guns.
Eighteen large submerged torpedoes were taken by our boats from
Apalachee or Blakely River last night in the immediate vicinity of
our gunboats. These are the only enemies that w6 regard.
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I trust at an early day to be able to inform the Department that
the city of Mobile IS ours. The enemy has lost heavily in killed and
wounded since this attack commenced, and the interior of the forts
this morning is reported to be strewn with dead and wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, TI. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby, JS. S. Navy,
commanding IT. S. S. Uetacomet, regarding convoy duty.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Mohile, Ala., April 11, 1865.

Sir: A force of the army will be moved at daylight to the western
shore.

^
The gunboats will be required as a convoy and to cover the landing.

You will hold yourself in readiness to move at the time specified.
All further orders will be communicated by signal in the morning.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Commander Peirce Crosby,
Commanding U. S. S. Metacomet, off Mobile, Ala.

Letter from Major-General Canby, TT. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S.

Navy, requesting a force to man howitzer boats from Fensacola.

Hdqbs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
Blakely, Ala., April 11, 1866.

Admiral: I have the honor to inform you that the steamer N. P.
Banlcs has just arrived from Pensacola, having in tow two naval
howitzer boats, with their guns, etc. General Bafleyhas been directed
to furnish the necessary facilities for having them sent to Blakely, and
I respectfully request that you will oblige me by sending forward
with them the proper officers and sailors to man them. I am
informed that the second naval 100-pounder Parrott has not been
yet sent ashore. Will it be possible to get it landed to-day? I am
anxious to get it into position.

Ed. R. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.
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Letter from Hajor-General Canby, IT. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S.

Navy, requesting an interview.

Hdqks. Army and Division of West Mississippi,

April 11, 1866.

Admiral: I can not well leave the front to-day, but am anxious to

see you, and have taken the liberty of asking you to come up and dine

with me if you can spare the time. I will send an officer and escort

to the landing to come up with you, if you decide to come. General

Bailey will be directed to furnish horses for yourself and any officers

you may desire to bring up with you. I have dispatches from
Wilson. His captures at Selma will make about 4,000 prisoners,

100 guns, all the arsenals, workshops, etc.

Ed. R. S. Canby.
Admiral Thatcher.

Letter from Hajor-Qeneral Canby, U. S. Army, to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, T5, S.

Navy, arranging for proposed interview.

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
April 11, 1865.

I am very sorry to hear that your indisposition will prevent you
from enjoying a horseback ride to Blakely, but if you are able to ride
in an ambulance General Bailey will furnish you with one, and I need
hardly say that I shall be delighted to see you.

Very truly,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Admiral Thatcher,
{Care of General Bailey).

[Telegram,]

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,
April 11, 1865.

Admiral: I wish to land a force on the west side of the bay at
daylight to-morrow morning. Can I have the services of your tin-
cladsl The troops will be at Starke's Landing to embark at 10
o'clock. They will require some convoy in addition.

Ed. R. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Admiral Thatcher,
{Ckire of General Bailey).
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ITolegrain.]

Hdqrs. Abmt and Division of West Mississippi,

April 11, 1865.

Battery Tracy, andprobably Huger, will be attacked to-night by
a boat expedition. Will you please give the necessary orders to
prevent a fire upon the boats by the gunboats?

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Admiral Thatchek,
{^Care of General Bailey).

[Telegram.]

Flagship Stockdalb,
[A-pril 11, 1865.]

Your dispatch from the field has this day been received relative

to convoy and transportation to-morrow across the bay. I shall be
able to place two tinclads at your disposal, and will have them ready
at daylight. I will also have substantial aid in gunboats, and will

clear the woods in advance of your landing so soon as I leam your
proposed point of debarkation.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

General Canbt.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

April 11, 1865.

The troops will commence embarking at 12, and I will be greatly

obliged if you will have the tinclads at the wharf at that hour.

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Admiral Thatcher,
{Care of General Bailey).

[Telegram.]

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
[April 11]—10: 15 p. m.

I will send the tinclads directly to the wharf.

Respectfully,
H. K. Thatcher,

'

Acting Rear-Admiral.
General Canby.



92 WEST GTTLF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Detailed report of Acting Eear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, of the occupation of Forts

Hnger and Tracy and expected evacuation of Mobile.

No 60 1 U. S. Flagship Stockdale,

Off Mobile, April 12, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that on Mondajr,

the 10th instant, subsequent to the capture of Fort Alexis and

Spanish Fort, detailed in my dispatch No. 53, dated April the 9th,

the Octarara, Lieutenant-Commander W. W. Low, and the ironclads

were enabled in consequence of the thorough dragging of the Blakely

Kiver through the indefatigable and intelUgent exertions of Com-
mander Peirce Crosby, of the Metacomet, to move up the river nearly

abreast of Spanish Fort, from which point Lieutenant-Commander

Low, with his rifled gun, shelled with great precision Forts Huger

and Tracy, and with such effect that both these forts were evacuated

on the evening of the 11th, and our forces took possession, capturing

a few prisoners in the adjoining marsh. These forts I shall hold

until General Canby can garrison them with his troops.

Tins morning I moved with the gunboats, convoying 8,000 men of

General Granger's force, to the west side of Mobile Bay for the purpose

of attacking Mobile.

On our arrival it was soon ascertained that the enemy had evacu-

ated all their defenses, and retreated with their gunboats up the

Alabama Kiver. The gunboats will in a few days unquestionably

be captured unless destroyed by the rebels themselves.

General Granger and myself have just sent into Mobile a formal
demand to the mayor for its unconditional surrender, which will

undoubtedly be accorded, as the city is now at our mercy. The
navy has already hoisted the stars and stripes over the walls of Fort
Pinto and Spamsh River Battery.

We also have entire possession of Choctaw Point Battery and three

heavy forts below it within Garrow's Bend.
I shall place a sufficient number of gunboats directly in front of

the city to give efficient protection to the loyal inhabitants, of which
I learn there are a great number. General Canby, with the forces

under his immediate command, is at present in Blakely, though I
have constant telegraphic communication with him.

I send this dispatch by Lieutenant-Commander J. H. Gillis, whose
vessel, the Milwaukee, was, as the Department has already been
informed, destroyed by a torpedo. I subsequently gave him charge
of the naval battery on shore, with which he rendered very effective
service in the shelling of Fort Alexis and Spanish Fort. I commend
him to the attention of the Department for zeal and gallantry.

I am also much indebted to Commander Crosby, who has been
untiring in freeing the Blakely River of torpedoes, having succeeded
in removing over 150, a service demanding coolness, judgment, and
perseverance.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washingtmi.
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[Signal dispatches.]

April 12, 1865.

5 : 30 a. m.—No traces of Morgan. Can not see Mobile.
6: 15 a. m.—No steamers observed at wharves at Mobile. Three

river steamers and apparently two blockade runners have just passed
up Alabama River and disappeared.

R. P. Strong,
Sigjial Officer, U. S. Army.

Captain S. M. Eaton.

Spanish Fort, April 12, 1866.
A gunboat is coming over.

C. F. M. Denicke,
Acting Signal Officer.

General Canby.

From what point is the gunboat coming? Is it rebel or Federal?
By order of General Canby:

G. W. Lyon,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Spanish Fort, [April 12], 1865.

It is one of our gunboats from our fleet near Mobile. One of our
navy dispatch boats was just blown up by a torpedo off Fort Huger.'

The transport Lockwood went up to Blakely.

Respectfully,
C. F. M. Denicke,

Acting Signal Officer.

General Canby.

Demand for the surrender of Mobile.

Headquarters Land and Naval U. S. Forces,
Near Mobile, Ala., April 12, 1865.

Sir: Your city is menaced by a large land and naval force. We
deem it proper to demand its immediate and unconditional surrender.

"Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

G. Granger,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Bear-Admiral, TJ. S. Navy.

Mayor Slough,
Mobile, Ala.
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Smrender of Mobile by the mayor of that city.

Mayor's Office,

City of MoUle, April 12, 1865.

Gentlemen: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

communication at the hands of Lieutenant-Colonel R. G. LaugMin,

staff of Major-General Granger, commanding Thirteenth Army
Corps, and Lieutenant-Commander S. R. FrankEn, U. S. Navy, staff

of Admiral Thatcher, demanding 4-he immediate and imconditional

surrender of this city. The city has been evacuated by the militarv

authorities and its municipal authority is now under my control.

Your demand has been granted, and I trust, gentlemen, for the sake

of humanity, all the safeguards which you can throw around our

people will be secured to them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. H. Slough,
Mayor of the City of Mobile.

Major-General Gordon Granger,
Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Letter from Kajor-General Granger, V. S. Army, to Major-General Canby, TJ. S. hxmy,
announcing the surrender of Mobile.

Headquarters Thirteenth Army Corps,
April 13, 1865.

Lieutenant-Colonel Laughlin, of my staff, and Lieutenant-Com-
mander Franklin, of the Navy, were sent up from Catfish Landing
in advance of my column by land, and received from Mayor Slough
the surrender of the city. Our flag was placed over the city hall at

12: 30 p. m. yesterday. I reachea the city in the General Banks at

4 o'clock in the afternoon, crossing up the old ship channel and pass-

ing over the obstructions. The people exhibited friendly feeling.

yfe have foimd in the city more than 20,000 bales of cotton, and per-
haps 30,000, as information of additional quantities is being con-
stantly received. More than 100 pieces of ordnance, not permanently
injured, and immense quantities of ordnance stores of all kinds have
been taken possession of. The dry dock is uninjured. Considerable
supplies of quartermaster and commissary stores remain. The citi-

zens shortly before we arrived broke into subsistence depots and
appropriated largely to their own use. I have sent out two brigades
to Whistler to take possession of railroad property over there, and
will send another brigade to Spring Hill, and thoroughly scour the
country. I would respectfully recommend that you confer with
Admiral Thatcher to secure without delay the opening of the main
channel to the city. From the knowledge obtained, no considerable
difficulty will attend the work. My force is here without transpor-
tation or supplies, and it would be desirable to have them sent up as
soon as possible. I can subsist it here, if necessary. Small forces
of rebel cavalry are about the country.

G. Granger,
Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., April 18, 1865.
(Received 7 p. m.)

Sir: Mobile occupied by our troops on the 12th. Enemy evacu-
ated. Have dispatches from Admiral Thatcher.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. GiLLIS,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Hon. G. Welles.

Beport of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S. Navy, regarding the surrender of Uobile.

No. 61.] U. S. Flagship Stookdalb,
Off Mobile, April 16, 1865.

Sib: In my last dispatch of the 12th instant I had the honor to
inform the Department that General Granger and myself had
demanded the immediate and unconditional surrender of the city of
Mobile, and that it would undoubtedly be accorded, as the city was
at our mercy and we were in possession of the outside forts. The
oflBcers detailed by General Granger and myself were met by the
mayor and other authorities near the entrance of the city and the
demand for its surrender was there made. The parties then repaired
to the city hall where the mayor addressed us the following commu-
nication:

Mayob's Office,
City ofMobile, April IS, 1866.

Gentlemen: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication at the
hands of Lieutenant-Colonel K. G. Laughlio, staff of Major^eneral Granger, commanding
Thirteenth Army C!orps, and LieutenanK^oramander S. R. Frankhn, U. S. Navy, staff oi

Admiral Thatcher, demanding the immediate and unconditional surrender of this city.

The city has been evacuated by the military authorities, and its municipal authority is now
within my control. Your demand has been granted, and I trust, gentlemen, for the sake
of humanity, all the safeguards which you can throw around our people will be secured to

them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, R. H. Slouoh,

Mayor of the City ofMobHe.
Major-General Gordon Gsanoeb,

Commanding Thirteenth Army Corps.

Acting ReaisAdmiral H. K. Tbatcheb,
Commanding West GulfSquadron.

The flag of the United States was then hoisted on the city hall,

and a portion of the troops immediately advanced to preserve order
and to prevent pillage. The provost guard being established, the
works around the city, which are of immense extent and strength,

were then garrisoned. The navy yard has been seized in behalf of

the Navy, but most of its contents had been destroyed, except some
lumber and. a quantity of soft coal. The Octorara and three river

monitors are now at anchor in front of the city, having passed up the
Blakely and thence down the Tensas. The former and one of the
ironclads will be sent up to the Tombigbee River, where the rebel

ironclad NashviUe and gunboat Morgan nave fled ; but the Huntsville

and Tuscaloosa, two powerful rams, were sunk in Spanish River
before the evacuation.
Our naval forces are now busily engaged blowing up and removing

the obstruction? in the main ship channel, which nave proved to be
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very formidable and full of torpedoes, although we are removing them
rapidly. I regret, in this connection, to inform the Department that
the tug Ida has been destroyed by a torpedo whilst engaged in this

work, as well as a launch of the Cincinnati, and that the tug Althea
was destroyed in dragging for torpedoes in Blakely River. Also
that the gunboat Sciota was sunk yesterday whilst underway, run-
ning across the bay in 12 feet water. There is a prospect of raising
this vessel and repairing her damages.
The reports of the coromanding officers of the vessels thus lost,

together with lists of the killed and wounded, will be forwarded as
soon as received.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West GulfSquadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

P. S.—So far as ascertained, the number of guns captured by the
Army and Navy will not fall short of 400, many of them new and of the
heaviest caliber. The amount of ammunition and ordnance stores
is also very large.

H. K. T.,

Acting Rear-Admiral.

Congratulatory order from the Navy Department on the fall of Hobile.

General Orders, )

No. 11. f

The following congratulatory letter from the Navy Department,
on the capture of the city of Mobile, will be read on the quarter-deck
of the vessels of the West Gulf Squadron at the first general muster
subsequent to its receipt.

H. K. Thatcher,
Act%ng Rear-Admiral, Commanding West GulfSquadron.

Navy Department, April 29, 1865.
Sir: The Department has received your several dispatches, from

time to time, advising it of your operations before Mobile—the last
one, dated the 15th instant, annoimcing the surrender on the day
previous of the city to the army and naval forces, commanded, respec-
tively, by Major-General Granger and yourself.
The Department had watched with considerable interest, but with

no fear of an unsuccessful result, the combined army and navy move-
ments against the unmediate defenses of Mobile for the last few
weeks, and after the capture of Fort Alexis and Spanish Fort, and
the successful shelling, resulting in the evacuation of Forts Tracy
and Huger, was not surprised to learn of the retreat of the insurgent
torce to the interior, and the abandonment of their last formidable
loothold on the coast.
Although no bloody strife preceded the capture of Mobile, the

result was none the less creditable. Much has been expended to ren-
der It mvulnerable, and nothing but the well-conducted preparations
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for its capture, which pointed to success, could have induced the
rebel commander to abandon it with its formidable defenses, mount-
ing nearly 400 guns, many of them of the newest pattern and heaviest
caJiber, its abundant supply of ammunition and ordnance stores, and
its torpedo-planted roads and waters, without a serious conflict.

I am happy in extending to you and those under your command,
and to Major-General Granger and those under his command, the
congratulations of the Navy Department for this victory, which
places in our possession, with but one exception, all the chief points

on the Southern coast, and bids fair to be the closing naval contest
of the rebellion.

Very respectfully, etc., Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Mobile, Ala.

Bepoit of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, acknowledging receipt of congratu-

lations from the Department.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off City of Mobile, May 21, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the Department's dispatch

of the 29th of April, extending to me and those under my command,
and to Major-General Granger and those under his command, the

congratulations of the Department on the surrender of Mobile.

I have expressed to Major-General Granger the thanks of the

Department, and issued a general order to the squadron, a copy of

which is herewith enclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Instmctiens from Colonel tSamer, C. S. Army, chief of staff, to Captain Hoore, C. S. Army,
commanding special scouts.

Headquarters District of the Gulf,
Mobile, Ala., March 18, 1865.

Captain : The major-general commanding directs that you employ
some one to go on Dauphin Island and some vessel of the fleet, to

ascertain whether troops have been embarking either at Pensacola

or at any point in the lower bay for Wilmington or elsewhere. You
must impress upon the people of Pensacola that they must behave

properly or they will be sent away.
1 remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. G. Garner,
Chief of Staff.

Captain Frank Moore.
Commanding Special Scouts, near Fowl River.

N W R—VOL 22 7
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Letter from Colonel Gamer, C. S. Army, to Captain Uoore, C. S. Army, referring to the
presence of the enemy around Blakely and Spanish Fort.

Headquarters District of the Gulf,
Mobile, Ala., April 2, 1865.

Dear Captain : We have examined into the case of Ladner, and
the general has consented to release him, with express injunctions

if caught again communicating with the enemy he must be summarily
dealt with. The copy of orders given Mr. Gallagher was shown
Lieutenant Stokes, at Pascagoula, so I am informed by Mr. Violett.

Mr. Gallagher had permission from General Maury to pass the Con-
federate lines, and Ladner was only conveying a copy to a Mr. Hodges,
who has been permitted to enter our lines in order to consummate
a transaction in which the Government is concerned. Mr. G. should
not have made such use of his orders without first consulting Gen-
eral M. You acted perfectly proper in arresting Ladner and sending
him to these headquarters. Gallagher says he was afraid that
Hodges would not come, unless he saw he was permitted to do so by
authority. Enemy is all around Blakely and Spanish Fort. Sharp
work this week before us. We are confident of holding our own.
The men in fine spirits. Usual skirmishing and artillery firing go
on every day. But few casualties. No news from Selma.

Yours, truly,

Geo. G. Garner.
Captain Moore.

Letter from Brigadier-General Liddell, C. S. Army, to Commodore Farrand, C. S. Navy,
requesting the presence of the C. S. S. Morgan at the mouth of Baft Biver.

Headquarters Eastern District of the Gulf,
Blakely, April 2, 1866—10 a. m.

If the gunboat Morgan is not needed where she now is, please
order her at once to lie at the mouth of Raft River, to protect our
left, as the enemy are now advancing on the left, and tne Morgan
can rake the right of the enemy's line.

St. Jno. R. Liddell,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Commodore Farrand,
Commanding Naval Forces, Mobile.

Letter from Briga^er-General LlddeU, C. S. Army, to Captain Fry, C. S. Navy, requesting
the cooperation of C. S. steamers Morgan and Nashville.

Hqrs. Eastern Division, District of the Gulf,
Blakely, April 7, 'l865.

Sir: I would respectfully request that the Nashville or the Moraan
will take position between Tracy and Huger and send picket boats toguard the treadway bridge across Bay Minette; also to make everv
ettort to destroy the bridge which the enemy are using across themouth of Bay Mjnette Creek. If it is possible to silence the enemy's
.if a7 ?".,?^y Minette, I earnestly desire it may be done. Should
the Nashv%lU carry out the above instructions, I desire that the
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Morgan should take position on my left and fire according to instruc-

tions sent Captain Bennett. This to be continued until otherwise
ordered—or the object attained.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

St. Jno. R. Liddell,
Brigadier-General.

Captain Joseph Fry, C. S. Navy.

Detailed report of Lieutenant Bennett, C. S. Navy, commanding C. S, S. NashTille, regarding

•perations against the enemy near Spanish Fort and at Blakely.

C. S. S. Nashville,
Demopolis, Ala., April 25, 1865.

Sib: In obedience to your order of yesterday's date I have the
honor to make a detailed report of the part taken by the Nashville,

under my command, in the operations against the enemy near
Spanish For^ and at Blakely. The better to understand these
varied movements I will record them in the form of a diary:

The Nashville left her station near obstructions in Spanish River
on the morning of March 27 and arrived at Blakely at 8 a. m. During
the forenoon I communicated with Generals Maury and Liddell,

who desired the ship placed near the bridge over Minette River
[Bayou], which had been partially destroyed by our forces, and of

which the enemy wished to possess themselves. The ship was
moored below near Battery Tracy. No evidence of the enemy
near the bridge could be seen. Spanish Fort and its intrenchmenta
at this time were invested by the enemy. You were on board the
ship when a dispatch was received about 1 p. m. from General
Maury, then in Spanish Fort, asking the Morgan to pass obstruc-

tions at Battery Huger and shell the enemy's right. The Morgan
was not present. An hour later another dispatch of the same tenor,

but more pressing, urged the Morgan to go to the assistance of Gen-
eral Gibson's left, he Toeing heavily pressed on that part of his line.

It was doubtful whether this ship could pass the obstructions. The
pilot was sent to make examination; he reported 12 feet water and
width sufficient. Got underway immediately and essaved the

passage. Ship grounded at the junction of the Apalachee and
Blakely and remained immovable till the afternoon of the 29th, being

bound on the sands by the currents of the two rivers, one acting on
the bow, the other on the quarter, with great force.

March 30, at anchor between Huger and 'Tracy. General Liddell

visited the ship and directed us where he wished our shots placed.

Opened upon the enemy's right with good effect upon their line of

skirmishers and sharpshooters, and also driving out twice a work-
ing party from intrenchments in course of construction on their

extreme right, and distant about 3,200 yards. During the night

fired an occasional shell along the investment. Boats employed at

night removing wounded from Spanish Fort.

March 31, at 8 a. m., enemy's batteries of 30-pounder Parrotts

opened upon us. These guns were planted near the shore of Minette

Bay, about halfway between the bridge and the right of their line.

These works had been observed by us as soon as the mist had per-

mitted the view, and had been partially unmasked during the night.
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As soon as observed preparation was made to shell them and the
discovery immediately communicated to the commanding officer at

Huger. The enemy anticipated me by about fifteen minutes, and
opened a rapid and accurate fire upon this ship, in the midst of which
we had to weigh our anchor, no gun bearing upon the position. By
the time the anchor was up they had our range exactly. We
responded with a few shots, but finding our elevation inefficient to
reach, we steamed a little above Tracy and anchored beyond range.
The ship was struck eight times, but without serious injury. Boats
employed during the night removing wounded from Spanish Fort.
The after gun carriage bemg disabled and a serious leak m one of the
boilers, made it necessary for the ship to proceed to Mobile for
repairs.

During April 1 and 2 repaired the injuries mentioned.
April 3, returned to Blakely River, communicated with General

Liddell (who sent an officer on board to indicate points he wished
shelled), and established a signal station below bluff to report effect

of fire. Opened on enemy's right at Blakely at 1 o'clock and con-
tinued until 5 p. m. with good effect, as reported by signal and
indicated by cheers from our lines. Fired durii^ the night at
intervals of an hour. Ship lying in Blakely near Kan River.

April 4, during the day and night fired occasionally into enemy's
lines by request of general commanding. Signal offieer not at station
as arranged between the general and naval forces.

April 5, moved ship over to the point between Raft and Upper
Tensas rivers, so that our guns would bear at anchor. Both in the
forenoon and afternoon fired upon enemy's lines and also at a point
in the woods, where we supposed they were erecting a battery. Sent
General Liddell a boat for special service. Fired an occasional shot
during the night.

April 6, fired a few shots at the enemy's line of sharpshooters and
pickets at request of general commanding. Our ammunition nearly
exhausted. Sent requisition in time for our necessities, but owing
to some untoward event could not get it. Received communication
from General Liddell urging me to take position on the left flank of
General Gibson at once for the purpose of protecting it, and throwing
out launches in direction of Bay Minette, protecting our telegraphic
communication with Spanish Fort, etc. This was received after
dark. I had already sent two armed boats on this service. At 11:45
p. m. I anchored the ship near Tracy.

April 7, underway at daylight and anchored off Blakely to procure
ammunition. Received in the forenoon partially damaged, particu-
larly the fuzes. Sent two largest boats at sunset to General Liddell
armed. Returned to Tracy at sunset and sent picket boat ta
Minette Bay. Launch returned from secret service during the night
Sent her at midmght to report to General Gibson at Spamsh Fort

April 8, underway at daylight. Proceeded to Blakely and thence
to junction of Raft and Upper Tensas rivers at request of command-
ing general. At 7 a. m. heavy firing of artillery and small arms all
along the imes at Blakely. At 8 opened upon the enemy's right in
conjunction with Morgan and HuntsviUe. About 2 p. m. the enemy
opened upon us from batteries masked by the trees at about 1 600
yards. We could only direct our fire by their smoke. The Morgan
was obliged soon to retire much damaged. The NashmUe continued
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the action until she had exhausted all her 12-pounder cartridges and
fuzes of required length. Although not struck by a single projectile,
their fire being principally directed at the Morgan, I deemed it pru-
dent to retire for the purpose of procuring and arranging ammunition.
We fired this day seventy 7-inch shells. Anchored at 7 o'clock off
Blakely. At the request of General Maury the ship was moved after
dark to Tracy and boats sent to Spanish Fort to report to General
Gibson. At 9 I received a communication from Major Marks, inform-
ing me of the evacuation of Spanish Fort and asking assistance. Sent
every available boat and got underway, placing the ship between
Huger and Tracy to cover the troops on the treadway and in the
marsh, and to offer her as a target to the enemy's batteries. Some
shots were fired by them, but I oelieve without injury to the troops
after leaving the mainland. I did not return this nre for reason that
the garrison were passing between us and near the ship, and also
that I feared to fire our shells over our men because of the frequent
crushing of shells by the concussion of discharge. I will here remark
that very many of the shells of 7-inch Brooke were broken at moment
of discharge, and the fragments fell like canister or grape from 50 to
500 yards off. Many others failed to take the nfle motion and
became mere tumblers, of course falling far short of the desired aim.
Also many fuzes failed to bum. Hence it is not strange that I should
report our firing during the whole of these operations, but particu-
larly to-day at Blakely, much inferior to that of the enemy, the accu-
racy of whose projectiles, both in flight and fuze, was the admiration
of all who witnessed it. The better to insure the rifle motion, I used
some 14-pound charges, but I found the forward carriages would not
stand it. The bushing in vent of after gun was blown out this

morning whilst in action. It had been cut too short in the first

instance at foundrv. After some trouble I had it secured in its

place, though a little below the exterior surface of the gun.
April 9, after seeing the garrison safely removed from the eastern

bank of the river, which was effected before daylight, the NashviUe
was anchored off Blakely in the entrance of Tensas, where she
remained during the day waiting for ammunition, as she had but few
shells on board. From 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. a continuous discharge of

artillery and small arms, mingled with loud cheers, was heard along
the whole line of intrenchments. A few minutes before this a request
from General Liddell was brought me by Lieutenant Commanding
Myers that I would anchor the ship at a point in the Blakely River
he indicated and open upon the enemy's right. This could not be
complied with because or the current at that point and the absence
of holding ground, and also for the reason that I should much endan-

fer the men of our extreme left from the uncertainty of our shells.

Whilst discussing this question with Captain Myers, who agreed with
me in the impolicy of the maneuver, the assault was made. As soon
as I discovered the enemy gaining upon our position, as indicated by
the firing and cheering, I moved the ship close to the Blakely shore
and rescued such of the garrison as were able to float themselves off.

• Learning from some one of the refugees that General Liddell was on
the beach seeking to escape, I dispatched the gig under command of

Passed Midshipman Carroll to the point indicated, but unhappily,
before the boat could reach the shore the enemy's sharpshooters were
at the water. It was inexpressibly painful to me to abandon the
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attempt of his rescue. The boats ol the squadron rescued from the

water Detween 150 and 200 of the garrison. Afterwards we anchored
at mouth of Tensas River, being unable to pass its bar at night.

Received ammunition at 10 o'clock. I reported to you in person at
midnight at Mobile.

April 10, at daylight moved ship to Conway's Bayou to gu^rd rear

of Batteries Tracy and Huger; communicated with Colonel Patton
and stated my instructions.

April 11, received coal from transport King. At 3 p. m. the Morgan
relieved us. Got underway and anchored at head of Spanish River.
Received crews and material from the Huntsville ana Tuscaloosa.
At 1 1 p. m. the Nashville was underway, steaming up Mobile River.
Durmg the investment of Spanish Fort and Blakely, a period of

about two weeks, the officers and men of my command were much
taxed in their endurance by constant labor, but which was performed
with zeal and cheerfulness. Frequently under fire, their bearing was
always admirable. To the executive officer. Lieutenant Harrison,
and to Lieutenant Fendall, commanding marines, I am under especial
obligations for their intelligent assistance and cordial cooperation.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. Bennett,
Lieutenant, Comrrumding.

Flag-Officer E. Farkand,
Commanding Naval Forces, etc.

Report ofActing Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, regarding repairs
needed for the V. S. steamers Moriongahela and BienviUe.

No. 14.] U. S. Flagship Richmond,
Mobile Bay, Ala., March 10, 1865.

Sib: I have the honor to inform the Department that the condition
of both the Monongahela and Bienville is such as to require docking
for necessary repairs before they can again be rendered serviceable
as blockading vessels.

Both these vessels are required on the coast of Texas to aid in
blockading the numerous ports of that coast, and it is believed that
they may be repaired at the North and be on their return to this
station in the course of two or three weeks.
As the requisite repairs can not be made either at New Orleans or

Pensacola, I am constrained to send them North for that purpose.
I enclose herewith the reports of the boards of survey ordered in

their cases, respectively.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Act%ng Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Sgytadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Commavder Spicer, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Quaker
City, regarding the capture by that vessel ofthe British schooner R. H.
Vermilyea.

U. S. S. QuAKBE City,
At Sea, Lot. 28° 20' N., Long. 96° 12' W., March 12, 1865.

Sib: I have the honor to address the Department, and would
respectfully inform you that at noon to-day this vessel fell in with
the British schooner R. H. Vermilyea and, under circumstances that
warranted her seizure, took possession of her as prize.

Soon after this vessel was discovered she lowered all canvas with
the intention, no doubt, to avoid observation^ but finding that she was
still pursued, made all sail again, headed in for the land, and en-
deavored to escape (showing no colors). After getting within range
and firing ahead of her, she hove to.

The course she was steering at the time of sighting her and when
trying to escape was contrary to the proper direction to Havana, to
which port her papers represent her to have been bound. Her cargo
is also one not Ukely to have been shipped to any port in Cuba, con-
sisting of coffee, clothes, rum, tobacco, shoes, etc. In addition to
this her captain has tacitly and otherwise admitted that he was
endeavoring to run the blockade; that he had before been in the
business; had been captured on a previous occasion (in the schooner
Lone, of which he was captain and part owner) and at this time
was bound for the first port that there might be a chance of getting
into. Also that he is with the South in rebellion and would have
made $3,000 had he succeeded in running in his cargo. These and
other circumstances attending the capture, which 1 will not further

engross your time by relating, have induced me to make the seizure.

In obedience to orders I have sent this prize in to the port of New
Orleans for adjudication, with the necessary documents in the case,

to the proper officer there.

I herewith respectfully forward a prize list in connection with the
capture.

I have the honor to be.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. F. Spicek,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Major Jackson, U. S. Army, giving items of information

Irom various sources, including a description of Confederate torpedo

boats.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

Office of the Chief Signal Officer,
New Orleans, La., March 13, 1865.

Colonel : I have the honor to submit to your consideration the

following report of information received at tnis ofiice this 13th day
of March, 1865:

In a letter from Captain Collins, Confederate scout, to a person in

this city, he states that he expects a visit about this time from one
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Ike Hutchinson, from Lavaca, Tex., who has charge of the torpedoes
in Red River. This, taken in connection with Mr. Hunnicutt's report

of the designs of Jones (also from Lavaca), who was at Houston, Tex.,

January 12, to destroy the ironclad Tennessee and other gunboats at

the mouth of Red River, leads me to believe that there is some such
?lan on foot, of which the commanders of gunboats should be notified,

he following is a description of the torpedo boats, one of which is at

Houston and four at Shreveport : The boat is 40 feet long, 48 inches
deep, and 40 inches wide, built entirely of iron, and shaped similar

to a steam boiler. The ends are sharp pointed. On the sides are
two iron flanges (called fins), for the purpose of raising or lowering the
boat in the water. The boat is propelled at the rate of 4 miles an nour
by means of a crank, worked by two men. The wheel is on the pro-

Eeller principle. The boat is usually worked 7 feet imder water and
as four dead lights for the purpose of steering or taking observa-

tions. Each boat carries two torpedoes, one at the bow, attached to
a pole 20 feet long; one on the stem, fastened on a plank 10 or 12
feet long. The explosion of the missile on the bow is caused by
coming m contact with the object intended to be destroyed. The
one at the stem, on the plank, is intended to explode when the plank
strikes the vessel. The air arrangements are so constructed as to
retain suflBcient air for four men at work and four idle two or three
hours. The torpedoes are made of sheet iron three-sixteenths of an
inch thick, and contain 40 pounds of powder. The shape is some-
thing after the pattern of a wooden churn, and about 28 inches long.
Jones, the originator and constructor of these boats, also constructed
the one which attempted to destroy the New Ironsides in Charleston,
S. C. Captain Collins states that he has 30 men. A deserter who
came into Vicksburg reports that he saw about 2,000 Confederates
near Oak Ridge, western Louisiana, passing through the country
conscripting. Another deserter, who came into Vicfeburg March 6,
reports Forrest near Jackson, Miss. He is reported to have four
divisions of cavalry, one of which was at Jackson. There was no
intention of an attack on Vicksburg. A refugee from Mobile March
2 reports eight or ten transports there capable of carrying 700 or 800
men each, besides the four English steamers. There are from 18 000
to 20,000 troops. They have supphes for six months. Many of' the
torpedoes are adrift in the bay. No Govemment property has been
sent away from Mobile. A scout reports that March 4 a long train
from Montgomery to Mobile passed through Pollard loaded with
troops from Hood's old army, who had been to South Carolina
to meet bherman. The garrison at Pollard was about 1,000. The
railroad from Pollard to Tensas Landing is strongly guarded. James
Postern and Mr Ray, captured at Pollard and released in New
Orleans, returned to Pollard and gave full information about all themovements of the forces at New Orleans, Mobile, and Pensacola Bay
All rivers and creeks are very high and most of the country roads
impassable. At Galveston the rebels are constructing a new battery

w^tlS fti^Ti
of Galveston Island, opposite Pelican Spit, in a lini

riS T?^^^''*'°°i- 1* """"^^^ ^^^^^ S^^ taken from Fort Bank-head. Fort Magruder has two 10-inch guns and three quakers
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which the informant took to the fort himself. South Battery also

has four quakers and only one rifled gun.
I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Jackson,
Major, Tenth V. S. Colored Heavy Artillery

{in absence of Captain S. M. Eaton).

Lieutenant-Colonel C. T. Christensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

Military Division of West Mississippi.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Rear-
Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, regarding condition of vessels loaned

for temporary service.

U. S. Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Black Hawk, Mound City, March 13, 1865.

Admiral: Commodore Palmer has informed me, under date of
28th ultimo, that the six vessels sent from this to the West Gulf
Blockading Squadron have arrived at New Orleans, but states he
questions whether any of them, except the Osage, will be of use, as
ttey require a ^eat deal of time and expense to repair them. The
commanding officer of the Naiad, which, with the Peri, you have
ordered to return to this squadron, also informs me that your fleet

engineer said that the vessels were not sent down in good condition.

When application was made to me about February 1, at New
Orleans, for these vessels, I was informed that the expedition in

which they were to be engaged would be ready to move in about ten
days. Dispatch was therefore necessary, and I sent boats which
were selected as in the best condition for this service,without waiting

to repair and strengthen them for outside service or to furnish them
with fresh-water condensers, all of which I thought could be done
with less delay in New Orleans, if absolutely necessary.

I supposed, however, that they could be supplied with casks or

tanks, and water furnished by vessels having condensers.

None of the new gunboats recently purchased were then ready, or

I would have sent them, although vessels with drilled crews that

have been for some time m service would seem to be more effective.

The disposition made was the best that was practicable under the

circumstances, and I regret that the vessels are considered unsuitable

for the intended service.

I enclose a copy of a letter I addressed to Commodore Palmer, or

yourself, on February 16, when the ironclads and gunboats -were

dispatched, which I presume was received by Commodore Palmer
and may not have been turned over to you. The transfer of the four

tinclads was only for a temporary emergency. I shall always

endeavor to cooperate with you in advancing the public interests to

the best of my opportunity.
I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.
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List of vessels belonging to the West Cfulf Squadron, March 15, 1865.

Albatroflo
Augusta Dinsmore.
Antona
Aroostook
Althea
Arkansas
Arthur
W. G. Anderson
Bienville
Bloomer
Buckthorn
Bohio
Cayuga-
Chickasaw
ChocuiB

Cincinnati.
Comubia. .

.

Carrabaseet.
Cowslip
Corypheua . .

,

Charlotte
EstreUa
Elk
Feamot
Fort Gaines. .

.

Fort Jackson..
Genesee
Gertrude
Glide
Glasgow
Hollyhock
Itasca.
Ida
J.C.Kuhn
J. P.Jackson.

.

Jasmine
Kanawha
Katahdin
Kickapoo
Kineo
Kennebec

Kittatinny
Lackawanna.

.

Metacomet
Monongahela..
Milwaukee
Meteor
M.A.Wood...
New London..
Nyanza
Narcissus o ...

Octorara
Oneida
Ossipee
Owasco

Osage.

Preston
Pink
Pembina...
Penguin
Penobscot..

Pinola
Port Royal.
PrinccBS Royal..
Pocahontas
Pampero
Portsmouth
Potomac
Quaker City
Richmond
Rodolph

Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw
Bark
Bark
Paddle wheel
Stem wheel..
Screw
Brig
Screw
Ironclad
Screw

13 Ironclad
5 Paddle wheel

.

Stem wheel-.
Paddle wheel
Schooner

Schooner
Paddle wheel
Stem wheel..
Ship
Stem wheel..
Paddle wheel
Paddle wheel
Screw
Stem wheel..
Paddle wheel
Paddle wheel
Screw
Screw
Bark
Paddle wheel
Screw
Screw
Screw
Ironclad
Screw

,

Screw

Schooner
Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw
Ironclad
Stem wheel..
Schooner.
Screw.
Stem wheel..
Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw
Screw
Screw

Ironclad.

Screw..
Screw..
Screw..
Screw..
Screw..

Screw
Paddle wheel

.

Screw
Screw ,...
Ship
Ship
Frigate

,

Paddle wheel

.

Screw
Stem wheel. .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. T. B. Du Bols .

Actg. VoL Lieut. M. B. Crowell.

.

Ac^. Vol. Lieut. J. F. Harden. .

.

Lieut. Commander J. S. Skerrett
Actg. Ensign F. A. O. Bacon
Actg. Vol. Lieut. D. Gate
Actg. Master J. E. Staimard
Actg. Master H. Tibbits
Commander J. R. M. Mullany
Actg. Master's Mate A. Whiting.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. Godfrey. .

.

Actg. Master W. M. Stannard.

.

Lieut. Commander H. Wilson..
Lieut. C'Onmiander G. H. Perkins
Lieut. Commander Richard
Meade, Jr.

Lieut. Commander Geo. Brown.

,

Actg. Vol. Lieut. John A. John-
stone.

Actg. Vol, Lieut. Ezra Leonard .

.

Actg. Master Wm. T. Bacon
Actg. Master and Pilot W, Stew-

art.
Actg. Master's Mate A. Whiting.
•Actg. Master G. P. Pomeroy
Actg. Vol. Lieut. N. Kirby
Actg. Master A. Rich, jr
Actg. Master J. R. Hamilton
Captain B. F. Sands ..

Lieut. Commander John Irwin.

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. B. C. Dean
Actg. Master L. S. Fiekett
Actg. Master R. J. Hoflner
Pilot Bon. Tarbell
Lieut. Commander N. Green.
Actg. Ensign F. Ellms
Actg. Master A. C. Starrett
Lieut. Commander A. R. Yates
Actg. Ensign F. J.Brenton
Lieut. Commander B. B. Taylor
Lieut. Commander C. H. Greene-
Lieut. Commander M. P. Jones.-
Lieut. Commander J. Watters.

.

Lieut. Commander Trevett Al>
hot.

Actg. Ensign N. J. Blasdell
Captain G. F. Emmons
Commander P. Crosby
Commander J. H. Strong
Lieut. Commander J. H. Glllls. .

.

Actg. Master M. Jordan
Actg. Master John Ross
Actg. Master Lyman Wells.

.

Actg. VoL Lieut. C. A. Boutelle. .

Lieut. Commander W. W. Low..
Commander Thos. H. Stevens
Commander W. E. Le Roy.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. L. W. Penning-
ton.

Lieut. Commander W. M. Gam-
ble.

Actg. Vol. Lieut J. R. Wheeler
Actg. Master Samuel Belden.
Lieut. Commander J. G. Maxwell
Actg. Vol. Lieut J. R. Beers.
Lieut. Commander A. E. K. Ben-
ham.

Lieut Commander H. Erben..
Lieut. Commander B. Gherardi
Commander M. B. Woolsey
Actg. Master E. E. Pendleton
Actg. Master O. Colbum.
Commander L. C. Sartori ...
Commander Alex. Gibson
Commander W. F. Spicer
Captain T. P. Greene
Actg. Master N. M. Dyer. ........

o Repairing.

Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.
Pensacola Bay.
New Orleans.
Pensacola Bay.

Do.
New Orleans.
East Pass.
Mobile Bay.
Mississippi River.
Off Galveston.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.

Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.

Berwick Bay.
Mobile Bay.

Do.

East Pass.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Lake Pontchartrain.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.
Off Galveston.
Berwick Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Pensacola Bay.
Mississippi Sound.
Pensacola Bay.
Pass Cavallo.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Coast of Texas.

Pensacola Bay.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Do.

New Orleeins.
Mobile Bay.
Pensacola.
Mobile Bay.
Now Orleans.
Coast of Texas.

Do.

Mobile Bay.

New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
Coast of Texas.

Do.
Velasco.

Off Galveston.
Now Orleans.
Off Galveston.
New Orleans.
North West Pass.
New Orleans.
Pensacola Bay.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
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List of vessels helonging to the West GulfSquadron, March 15,
1865—Continued.

Name. Guns.

Rose
Sciota
Sebago

Selma
Seminole
Stockdale
Sam Houston

Tallahatcbie.
Tritonia
Virginia
Vlnoennes
Winnebago...

Commanding officer.

Screw
Screw
Paddle wheel

Paddle wheel
Screw
Stem wheel.

.

Schooner

Stem wheel-

.

Paddle wheel
Screw
Sloop
Ironclad

Actg. Ensign W. D. Maddocks. .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. W. Magune. .

.

Lieut. Commander D. B. Har-
mony.

Actg. £n.sign L. R. Vance
Commander A. O. Clary ,

Actg. VoL Lieut. Thos. Edwards.
Actg. Vol. Lieut, and Pilot M.
Freeman.

Actg. Master T. J. Linnekln
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. Wiggin
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. H. Brown. .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Wm. M'Oloin..
Lieut. Commander W. A. Klrk-
land.

Present duty or »ta-
tlCB.

New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.

Do.

New Orleans.
Rio Grande.
Mobile Bay.

Do.

Do.
Do.

Coast of Texas.
Ship Island.
Mobile Bay.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General
Canby, TJ. S. Army, regarding request for five mortar ioats for serv-

ice at New Orleans.

Mound City, March 15, [1865].

Genbbal: Yours of the 4th instant is received, and I have, as

therein requested, ordered five mortar boats to be sent to New
Orleans. 1 send Acting Master McElroy with the towboats Benefit

and Volunteer in charge of the boats, with instructions to tiim them
over to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, or the senior naval officer at

New Orleans, whom I have requested to deliver them tovou. All

the necessary equipments on hand and 1,500 empty shell ^o with
them; there are remaining here 3,340 shell, part or all of which can
be sent if necessary. Those mortar rafts are old and not in good
condition. The naval station here is all under water. There are

plenty more of these rafts. Do you want them ?

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lke,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
GomTnanding Military Division of West Mississippi.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Rear-

Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the dispatching of mortar

hoots requested by Major-General Canby.

Mound City, March 15, 1866.

Admibal: I send Acting Master McElroy with the towboats Bene-

fit and Volunteer in charge of five mortar boats, to be delivered to

you for General Canby, who requested me to send them to New Or-

leans in a communication dated 4th March. I have ordered to be

selected the best of the mortar boats, and to be sent with their nec-

essary equipments, if allowable here, and 1,500 shell, and there are
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3,340 shell remaining here, part or all of which can be sent if required.

I enclose a copy of my orders to Acting Master McElroy.
I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatchek,
Commanding West Gulf BlocJcading Squadron,

Or Senior Naval Officer, New Orleans.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Master Mc-
Elroy, coTnmxinding steamer Benefit, regardxng^the towing of mortar
ioais to New Orleans.

Mound Cmr, March 16, 1865.

Sm: You are hereby detached from the immediate command of

the Benefit, her owners desiring, as the charter party allows, to sup-
ply her captain. Receive from Commodore LiAdngston the five XIII-
mch mortar boats or rafts and ordnance supplies prepared for them.
With the Volunteer and Benefit, tow these mortar rafts to New
Orleans.
Upon your arrival at New Orleans, report to the senior naval ofii-

cer there and turn over to him the mortars and other ordnance
matter, together with the enclosed communications for Admiral
Thatcher and General Canby, then return without delay to this place
with the Volunteer and Benefit and assume command of the U. S. S.
Prairie Bird. Tow the mortar rafts carefully, and should you need
coal on the down trip, take advantage of the slack water in White
River to go in there and get it.

Respectfully, yoTirs,

S.P.Lee,
ActiTig Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Master Thomas MoElboy,
Gomjnanding Steamer Benefit.

Deliver the enclosed communication to Lieutenant-Conunander
Grafton, commanding third district, on your way down, and on your
return take the Ozark in tow, with the Volunteer and Benefit, and
bring her to this place for repairs. Report to Lieutenant-Commander
Grafton for this service.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,
U. S. Navy, regarding a change offagship.

Navy Department, March 16, 1866.
Sm: The Department received your No. 5, asking that a steamermay be detaded as a flagship to supply the place of the Anzma,

destroyed by fire. No more vessels can be purchased. It is thought
there are vessels m your squadron that will answer the purpose, wid
you can select any one of them.

Very respectfully, etc., G. Welles,
.... _ »j.,T-,-^„ Secretary o-f the Navy.
Actmg Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,

Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.
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Beport of Commarider Svicer, U. S. Navy, crnnmandingV. S. S. Quaker
City, regarding the capture of sloop Telemico.

U. S. S. Quaker City,
Latitude 26° 59' N., Longitude 96° 52' W., March 16, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to address the Department, and would
respectfully inform you that at 4 p. m. to-day this vessel captured
the sloop Telemico, of 14 tons burden, from Lavaca, Tex., for Mata-
moras, Mexico, with a cargo of 24 bales of cotton and 69 bushels of

pecan nuts ; also a small rebel mail.

On examination of her papers, her cargo was found to be con-
signed to Confederate States agents at Matamoras, and other (more
than sufficient) evidence prove her to be a regular blockade runner.

This vessel being of so small a class, the probabiUty of capturing
others of more importance presenting itself, the apparent risk of dis-

aster to her, perhaps, should she attempt the passage to New Orleans,
particularly ui this season of northers, and because of my being short
of officers, I have concluded to take her cargo, people, and papers
on board this vessel until a better opportunity offers to send them
North, and to use the prize in the meantime tor purposes of utility

at this point.

With the trust that my course may meet the approval of the

Department, I have, sit, the honor to be, very respectfully, your
obedient servant,

Wm. F. Spicer,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Report of Commander Spicer, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Quaker
City, regarding the capture of schooner George Burkhart.

U. 8. S. Quaker City,

Latitude 26° 12' N., Longitude 96° 49' W., March 17, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to address the Department, and would
respectfully report to you the capture by this vessel, to-day of the

blockade running schooner George Burkhart, from Lavaca, Tex., for

Matamoras, Mexico, with a cargo of 76 bales of cotton (39,046

pounds) and about 4 bales loose of the same material.

This vessel (the Burkhart) was discovered to the S. and E. from

our station off Brazos Santiago, making a course toward Matamoras,

but finding us in chase bore away before the wind and endeavored

to escape. Soon after this, however, she was hove to and taken

possession of. ...
Her character, sir, is unquestionable; her people, besides, making

no disguise, but confessing freely her employment in violation of the

blockade. Her papers are alone sufficient to authorize the seizure.

I will not therefore trouble the Department with further details of

the case, but simply state that, in obedience to estabUshed rules, I
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have sent her to New Orleans for adjudication, together with papers

found on board and the proper witnesses required.

I have, sir, the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. F. Sficee,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting

tetters regarding permits for transportation of goods to Pensacola.

No. 25.] U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
MoUle Bay, March 19, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith, for the action of the
Department, two letters from Commander Armstrong and a copy of

an order issued by Major-General Hurlbut, commanding Department
of the Gulf, in relation to permitting goods to be shipped to Pensacola
navy yard for the stores in Warrington and Woolsey, situated on the
naval reserve, where the families of the employes or the yard, as well
as refugees, reside.

A collector should be sent to Pensacola, as that place is declared
an open port, to decide the question of granting or not granting per-
mits to snip goods and provisions for the consumption of the inhab-
itants of Woolsey and Warrington.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Bear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadnm.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

Commandant's Office,
Navy Yard, Pensacola, Fla., March 15, 1865.

Admiral: I sent on the 4th of March a communication, enclosing
letters of Mr. E. V. Price, Treasury agent.

I received yesterday a letter from Brigadier-General Asboth, of
which enclosed is a copy.
The application for permits is made in duplicate, one filed in this

office, the other, with written request on it, is given to the applicant
and forwarded to headquarters at New Orleans; when approved of by
the naval and military authorities, the collector issues a permit for
the goods to come to this navy yard.
As they come to the yard, I am unwilling to give the order requestedm General Asboth's letter without orders from you, as it establishes a

precedent which Commodore Smith refused to allow. Complaints
have been made of articles passing beyond the lines, and Mr. Forchi-
mer was suspected, but no proof has been submitted against him.
The goods of Mr. Forchimer, permitted to come over from New
Orleans, were endorsed by Major-General Hurlbut, not to be deliv-
ered without authority from commanding general of the district
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were endorsed by- General Asboth and landed at this yard. The
question arises, Has the major-general the authority to say what shall
be landed or what should not be landed here; although he may stop
the permit at New Orleans?

Passes have been given to carry goods up the bay and even for
vessels to trade outside, where the goods must pass beyond my
control.

In order to prevent the abuse of the permits, I propose to issue,

with your approval, the enclosed order.

I trust that a custom-house officer may be sent here, who can
supervise these permits and attend to revenue duties.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. F. Aemstrong,
Commander, Oom,mandant.

Acting Rear-Admiral Henry K. Thatcher,
Comdg. West GulfSquadron, U. S. F'lagship Richmond,

Mobile Bay.

Commandant's Office,
Navy Yard, Peiisacola, Fla., March 17, 1865.

Admiral: The permits of J. W. Loewenstein and Joseph McGinn,
both storekeepers in Warrington, have been returned from New
Orleans endorsed and disapproved by Major-General Hurlbut; copy
enclosed.
The permits are in the same form as on all papers that have been

sent from this office for goods, which have heretofore been passed.

The articles are for the use of the resident population on the naval
reserve as well as the employes of this yard, so I can not certify that
they are for the use of the navy and its employes exclusively.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. F. Armstrong,
Comm,ander, Commnandant.

Actii^ Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
uomTndg. West GulfSquadron, V. S. Flagship RichTnond,

MolUe Bay.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
New Orleans, March 13, 1865.

Such goods as are certified to by the commander of the navy yard
at Wamngton and the naval officer on duty at New Orleans as being

for the use of the navy and its employes, will receive my permission.

Unless so certified I decline to give my sanction to general trade at

Warrington or any other points included in the Treasury regulations.

These facts must appear upon the certificate of the naval officers.

S. A. Hurlbut,
Major-General

.
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Report of Fleet Captain Simpson, TJ. S. Navy, announcing arrival in

the Gulf.

U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
Mobile Bay, March 19, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to the Department's order of the 8th of Feb-
ruary, I reported for duty as fleet captain of the West Gulf Squadron
on the 12th instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. Simpson,
Lieutenant-Commander, Fleet Captain.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, announcing arri-

val of theV. S. S. Preston.

No. 28.] U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
Off MohUe Bay, March 21, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S. S.

Preston reported for duty in this squadron on the 9th instant, arriving
at New Orleans on that day, via Key West.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-AdTniral, Com,manding West Gulf Sguadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washin^on, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, requesting addi-
tional steam tugs.

No. 29.] U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
MohUe Bay, March 22, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to request the Department to order two
additional steam tugs for duty in this squadron, as the -necessary
repairs required from time to time-by those now here often deprive
the fleet or their services when most wanted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Sguadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, B.C.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral TTmtcher, V. S. Navy, transmitting
letterfrom Prussian consul in Galveston.

No. 30.] U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
Mobile Bay, March 22, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith, for the disposal of the
Department, a sealed communication received through nag of truce
from the Prussian consul in Galveston to the representative of Prus-
sia in Washington, D. C.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadr<m.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washin^on, D. 0.

Re-port of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, requesting
instructions in view of the starving condition of inhabitants cf Biloxi
and Mississippi City.

No. 33.] U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
Mobile Bay, March 23, 1865.

Sm: I enclose for the information of the Department a communi-
cation from Lieutenant-Commander A. K. Yates, commanding naval
forces in Mississippi Sound, referring to the destitute condition of the
inhabitants in Biloxi; also a letter from a Mr. Mix, of Mississippi

City, making the same statement in reference to the people of that
place.

The action of Lieutenant-Commander Yates has been approved
by me, and he has been instructed to continue supplying aid to the
destitute under careful restrictions, including those only who have
taken the oath of allegiance.

Lieutenant-Commander Yates has also been instructed to encour-
age as much as possible emigration to New Orleans, at which place
they would be provided for by the provost-marshal.

I will be happy to receive any instructions that the Department
may see fit to issue upon this subject.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

(Enclosures.]

U. S. S. J. p. Jackson,
Mississippi Sound, March 21, 1865.

Sir: The shipping articles returned for my signature have that of

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pennington on them. I was not in

comman'! of the vessel during the quarter ending December 31, 1864.

I found the shipping articles for that quarter on Doard and sent them
to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Pennmgton for his signature.

N W K—VOL 22 8
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The applications of Mr. [William H.] Howard and Mr. [Charles C]
Wilbar for temporary detachment I have approved. These gentle-

men are not desirous of joining any other vessel if this one is to par-

ticipate in any active service.

The telegraph from New Orleans to Fort Gaines will be in opera-

tion to Horn Island, where a station is to be by to-morrow.
Last Friday a family of eight refugees came from East Pascagoula

to this vessel. I sent them to New Orleans by the Cowslip.

The parties making turpentine, etc., on Horn Island are progress-

ing finely and show no disposition to exceed or abuse the permission
granted them.

I send you a petition from a Mr. Mix, of Mississippi City, in behalf
of the destitute families there. I know the families along the north-
em shore are in a suflFering condition, being cut oif now from Mobile,
from where they formerly obtained their provisions. I have relieved

the necessities of some of the most destitute in Biloxi, but the
demands are becoming so numerous and urgent that I deem it advisa-
ble to inform you of the circumstances.
There are no rebel forces along the north shore except a small

picket of six men at East Pascagoula. The people are, so far as I
can judge, Unionists.

I have administered the oath of allegiance to some ten at their
own request; the writer of the enclosed petition has also taken the
oath. The families are nearly all composed of women and children,
and it is with reluctance that I am compelled to refuse their request.
When I have judged it necessary to supply any family with provisions,
I have latterly appointed a board or three officers to examine into
their condition and report to me the result. I have expended now
as many provisions as I deem it advisable I should on my own
responsibility. I am a little fearful vou may judge I have exceeded
it. I have issued some 2 barrels of flour, 5 barrels of beef, and 6
barrels of bread, but the circumstances justified the expenditure,
as the people had taken the oath and were on the point of starvation.
I can not furnish them with any more without your orders. Will
you be pleased to acquaint me with your wishes in regard to the
matter?

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. R. Yates,
Lieutenant- Comrrumder, ComTnanding J. P. Jackson.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatchee,
Commanding West Gulf Sqvudron.

.P- S.—The lumber I mentioned in my last communication has
drifted ashore at West Pascagoula during the late blow. I shall
endeavor to get it off at the earliest opportunity.

HoNOEED Sie: I trust you will excuse a stranger intruding him-
self to your notice, and I only plead the urgency of the demands and
humanity as my apology. I am a resident of Mississippi City, on
the sound. We number about sixty families. Of these about ten
are self-supportmg; the balance are in a starving condition. Prior
to the war we were able to make a competence by making tar tur-
pentine, charcoal, and lumber. Since this trade has been cut off
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we have subsisted by making salt, but owing to the rains during the
summer and fall of this year we have not realized more than one-
third the usual yield. Our soil is but a sterile sand heap, producing
the scantiest of garden vegetables, and we have to rely on the back
country 100 to 150 miles for corn and meat. Owing to the late

rains, the whole country is overflowed beyond precedent, and a
month or six weeks must elapse before the roads will be in a condition
suitable for hauling; in the meantime there are fifty families, women
and children, that will starve if the Government does not come to

their reUef. Many of them have not tasted meat for months; many
more are now livmg on roots and fish. We have been abandoned
by the Confederate Government because we are in the Federal lines.

We have no circulating mediimi; while the Confederate troops were
in our midst we were compelled to take Confederate money. We
have been interdicted by the Federal authorities from selling our tar,

rosin, or lumber, and in this position there is nothing but death by
starvation for a large portion of us unless we get speedy relief.

Under these circumstances we appeal to your humanity, and respect-

fully ask that you will delegate some officer to visit us, enouire into

the truth of this statement, and report as speedily as possil>le.

I am, sir, in behalf of a starving community, your very obedient
servant,

Edwin C. Mix.
Rear-Admiral Thatchek,

Commanding U. S. Squadron, Department of the Gulf.

Order of Fleet Captain Simpson, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby,

TJ. S. Navy, in view ofthe presence ofsteamer Heroine at Mobile.

U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
Off Fish River, March 24, 1866.

Sir: We are in receipt of reliable information that the blockade

runner steamer Heroine is loaded at Mobile, and will take advantage
of the first favorable opportunity to run the blockade.

Until further orders, you will occupy as your night station some
position on the west side of the bay, and will exercise great vigilance

in order to detect the vessel in her attempt to escape.

You will direct the Genesee to occupy as her mght station some
intermediate point near mid-channel.

Both vesseb can return during the day to their present positions.

By order of admiral:
E. Simpson, Fleet Captain.

Commander P. Crosby,
Commanding Metacomet.

(Telegram.]

Navy Department, March 24, 1865.

Send the Vanderbilt directly to West Gulf with recruits, then to

return directly to New York.
G. Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Rear-Admiral Hiram Paulding,
Commandant Navy Yard, New YorTc.
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Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Leonard, U. S. Navy, com/-

Tnavding U. S. S. Carrabasset, regarding operations in the vicinity of
Berwick Bay.

U. S. S. Caerabasset,
Berwick Bay, La., March 24, 1865.

Sir: I have the the honor to report that on the 21st instant I took
on board 40 of the Ninety-third U. S. Colored Infantry, under com-
mand of Captain Thomas J. Whiteman, and proceeded up Grand
Lake to Indian Bend, where the troops landed and crossed over to

Bayou Teche, where they h^,d a skirmish with a force of about 30
rebels across the bayou. Afterwards a party of rebels carae down
and fired upon this vessel, but a few shells and shrapnel soon dispersed
them. I landed with a small force and captured one musket and
equipments of a rebel picket and several pirogues. I took on board
at this place 9 colored refugees.

On the morning of the 22d I entered Big Bayou Pigeon, where none
of the naval vessels had been before, and proceeded up 5 miles, having
to cut down several trees which obstructed our passage. I then went
up 5 miles farther in an armed boat and found the bayou very naviga-
ble as far as I went. My object there was to capture a flatboat with
50 horses, which I learned would come down that bayou. I had
sent the U. S. S. Glide up Little Bayou Pigeon that morning for the
same purpose, but the rebels took another route with their horses
and escaped both of the vessels.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ezra Leonard,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant and Senior Officer.

Captain G. F. Emmons,
Senior Officer, Commanding at New Orleans.

Report of Commander Spicer, TJ. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Qmiker City, regarding the capture by that vessel ofthe steamer Cora.

U. S. S. Quaker City,
Off Brazos Santiago, Tex., March 25, 1865.

Admiral : I have the honor to inform you that the blockade running
steamer Cora was captured by this vessel yesterday morning the
24th instant, at about 7 o'clock, 13 miles E. by S. of this point. The
Cora, a stem-wheel steamer, was from Corpus Christi, Tex., for Bag-
dad, Mexico, with a cargo of lumber and several passengers; her
character is unquestionable. It was my intention to have sent this
prize North for adjustment, as in other cases, to New Orleans at least
but findmg her with insufiicient fuel and otherwise unfit to make the
passage even by towing, had I the means at hand, I have anchored
her mside the bar at Brazos until I learn from you what further dis-
position shall be made of her.
The lumber on board is greatly needed by the army at Brazos-

the vessel is also considered a desirable one for that branch of the serv-
ice here, and the quartermaster has expressed a wish to purchase the
hull and cargo for uses in his department. I would therefore respect-
fully suggest that a board of survey or of adjudication may be formed
at this point, should you deem it proper and possible to aUow it
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that by its action the vessel may be appraised and transferred to the
Army.

I would further respectfully suggest, sir, that should you be pleased
to order a board to arrange this case, that the sloop Telemico, previ-
ously captured and duly reported to you, may be included m the
proceedings; her possession is also desired by the army. Her cargo
consisting of 24 bales of cotton and some sacks of pecan nuts, is

still on board the Quaker City, waiting an opportunity for shipment
North, after I shall have learned your decision with regard to her
case. The prisoners from these two vessels, as well as the remaining
ones from the Burkhart, I shall retain on board this ship until an
opportunity offers to transfer them elsewhere, or until I get further
instructions relative to them. I herewith respectfully forward two
lists containing the names of all the people found on board the
Telemico and the Cora, also the names of those remaining from the
BurJchart.

Very respectfully, Wm. F. Spioee,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Admiral H. K. Thatcher, i

Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.

Report ofActing Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding certain

vessels needing repairs.

No. 35.] U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
Mobile Bay, March 24, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith to the Department a
report of the survey on the hull of the Kineo. I shall act in accord-

ance with the recommendation and send her to Baltimore, as there

is no dock on this station.

There are so many vessels crippled that I shall be obliged to send

some of them North, and I request that they may be repaired and
sent down to the squadron again as soon as possible, to make the

blockade efficient.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West GulfSguadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, announcing (he

arrival of U. S. S. Trefoil.

No 36

1

U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
MoUle Bay, March 25, 1865.

Sib: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S.

S. Trefoil reported for duty in this bay on the 24th instant. Acting

Master C. C. Wells, commanding.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K, Thatcher,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Re-port of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, announcing the

arrival of the U. S. S. Grand Gulf.

No. 40.] U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Mobile Bay, March 26, 1866.

Sik: I have the honor to report to the Department that the U. S. S.

Grand G'uZ/'arrived in this squadron on the 26th instant, Commander
John Downes, commanding.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatchee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Haxtun,

V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Mercedita.

Navt Department, March 27, 1865.

Sir: Proceed with the U. S. S. Mercedita off Mobile and report to

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher or the senior commanding offi-

cer present for duty in the West Gulf Squadron.
Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander Milton Haxtun,
Commanding U. S. S. Mercedita, Baltimore.

List of vessels of West GulfBlockading Sguadron, with signal numbers.

U. S. Flagship,

Off Mobile, March SO, 1865.

Sir : You will please insert in pencil in the Boat Code Signal Book
the following numbers:

19. Antona.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher,
U. S. Navy, for the restriction of blockade running at Galveston.

Navy Depaktment, March 30, 1866.
Sir: The Department would be gratified to know that by the

time this comjnunication reaches you a sufficient force shall have
been stationed off Galveston to close that port to the ingress and
egress of blockade runners. There has been abundant evidence that
for two or three months past steamers have passed in and out fre-
quently to and from Havana and the Mexican coast, some of them
with valuable cargoes of cotton. Galveston is the only port of any-
consequence to the rebels left to them, and no pains should be spared
to close it effectually.

The R. R. Cuyler is about sailing from Hampton Roads to join
your squadron, and the Mercedita is under orders to it.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

Letter from Mayor-General Wallace, U. S. Army, to Captain Sands,
U. S. Navy, desiring communication with Galveston.

Steamer Clinton,
Off Galveston, March SO, 1865.

Captain: My dispatches are ready for forwarding. As time is of
importance to me, you would oblige me very much by enabling me
to communicate with the city as soon as possible.

Very respectfully, your friend and servant,

Lewis Wallace,
Major-General, etc.

[Captain B. F. Sands,
CoTnmanding V. S. S. Fort Jackson.]

Letter from Major-General Hurlbutf U. S. Army, to Major-General
Canhy, U. S. Army, regarding general condition of affairs.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
New Orleans, March SO, 1865.

I forward with this letter report from A. P. H. Stuart, sent to
Mobile last January. His statements are probably true in the main.
He reports also to me that the following parties in Mobile may be
relied on as Union people, and requests protection: Moses Foote,
Frank Chamberlin and family, late of the Battle House. I am in

possession of news from Shreveport which induces me to believe
that, if possible, a full division, say 6,000 men, will cross the Missis-

sippi. The lines are closed rigidly, cotton trade stopped, gunboats
ordered from Shreveport to Alexandria, and every indication of a
movement of troops. Heavy guns from Alexandria have been sent
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to Grand Ecore, and orders given to treat all persons [trading] for

cotton under Yankee permits as spies. The cargo (dry goods, etc.)

of the Anna Perette for her return of cotton sales has been seized and
the captain and supercargo placed in irons. The navy and General
Herron have been fuUy advised of the probable movements. There
appears to be a general belief everywhere that the rebellion topples

toward its fall. Cotton is 47 cents in New York, gold $1.53. Mans-
field & Co. are reported to be losers to $1,500,000. There is great
anxiety here to know the probable action of General Canby as to cot-

ton in Alabama and Georgia, and many operations are m progress
based upon his supposed action. There have been persons here of

high piositions in Alabama professing to control large amounts in

Selma and Montgomery. I have stated to one of them, Mr. Weaver,
formerly secretary of the State of Alabama, that I do not believe the
Government will interfere with the private property of peaceable
citizens in the covmtry. They are willing to deliver their cotton to
the United States direct, to whatever officer may be designated, and
to give one-fourth or more if required, the remainder to await final

action in the hands of the Government. I think if an order of this

nature was published the people would save their cotton from the
conflagration ordered by the military authorities of the C. S. Army.
If adopted by general order this system would cut off much specu-
lation and free decent people from the plunderers. I propose, when
Mobile is captured, to send over a load of provisions or two for the
immediate wants of such people as may be left there, and shall take
care that nothing goes except purely provisions. It will be under-
stood distinctly by the persons who may be allowed to take them
that their landing and sale is dependent entirely upon General
Canby's permission, unless I should receive such permission before-
hand. I conceive that it is probable that distress may occur unless
some such arrangement is made.
Hoping to hear from you soon in the Gulf City, I remain, your

obedient servant,

S. A. HURLBUT,
Major-General, Cow/maiidvng.

Lieutenant-Colonel C. T. Chbistensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

List of vessels belonging to the West Gulf Squadron, April 1, 1865.

Name.



WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 121

lAst of vessels belanging to the West Gulf Squadron, April 1,

i<S&5—Continued.

Name.

Ciscinnati
Cornubia
Corypheus

Cowslip
Dinsmore, A...
Elk
Estrella
Feamot
Fort Gaines...
Fort JaclcsoD .

.

Genesee
Gertrude
Glasgow
Glide
Grand Gulf
Hollyhock
Sam Houston..

Ida
Itasca
J. C. Kuhn
J. P. Jackson.

.

Jasmine
Kaflawha
Katahdin
Kennebec

Kickapoo
Kineo....
Kittatinny
Lackawanna...
Hetacomet
Meteor
Milwaukee
Narcissus
New London. .

.

Nyanza
Octorara
Oneida
Osa^
Ossipee
Owasco

Pampero
Pembina
Penguin
Penobscot

Pink
Pinola
Port Hoyal
Pocahontas
Portsmouth . .

.

Potomac
Preston
Princess Royal
Quaker City...
Richmond
Rodolpb
Rose
Sciota
Sebago

Selma
Seminole
Stockdale
Tallahatchie...
Trefoil
Tritooia
Vincennes
Virginia
Winnebago

Wood, M. A...

Guns. Class.

Ironclad
Paddle wheel

.

Schooner

Paddle wheel

.

Screw
Stem wheel..
Paddle wheel

.

Ship
Stem wheel.

.

Side-wheel...
Side-wheel . .

.

Screw
Paddle wheel
Stem wheel..
Screw
Paddle wheel
Schooner

Screw
Screw
Bark
Paddle wheel
Screw
Screw
Screw
Screw

Ironclad
Screw
Schooner
Screw
Paddle wheel
Stem wheel..
Ironclad
Screw
Screw
Stem wheel..
Paddle wheel
Screw
Ironclad
Screw
Screw

Ship...
Screw.
Screw.
Screw.

Screw
Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw
Ship
Ship
Screw
Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw
Stem wheel.

.

Screw
Screw
Paddle wheel

Paddle wheel
Screw
Stem wheel .

.

Stem wheel..
Screw
Paddle wheel
Ship
Screw
Ironclad

Schooner.

Commanding officer.

Lieut. Commander Geo. Brown.

.

Actg. VoL Lieut. J. A. Johnstone
Actg. Master and Pilot W. Stew-

art.
Actg. Master W. T. Bacon
Ac^. Vol. Lieut. M. B. Crowell.

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. N. Kirby
Actg. Master O. P. Pomeroy
Actg. Master A. Rich, jr
Actg. Master John R. Hamilton.
Captain B. F. Sands
Lieut. Commander John Irwin..

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. B. C. Dean
Actg. Master £. Kemble
Actg. Master L. S. Fickett
Commander John Downes
Pilot Beni. Tarbell
Actg. Vol. Lieut, and Pilot M.
Freeman.

Actg. Ensign Franklin Ellma
Lieut. Commander N. Green
Actg. Ensign S. H. Newman
Lieut. Commander A. R. Yates.

.

Actg. Ensign F. J. Brenton
Lieut. Commander B. B. Taylor.
Lieut. Commander C. H. Greene.
Lieut. Commander Trevett Ab-
bot.

Lieut. Commander M. P. Jones.

.

Lieut. Commander John Watters
Actg. Ensign N. J. Blasdell
Captain G. F. Emmons
Commander Peirce Crosby
Act. Master M, Jordan
Lieut. Commander J. H. GilUs.

.

Repairing
Actg. Vof. Lieut. Wash Godfrey
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. A. Boutelle.
Lieut. Commander W. W. Low.
Commander T. H. Stevens
Lieut. Commander W. M. Gamble
Commander Wm. E. LeRoy
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Commander
Pennington.

Actg. Master O. Colbum
Lieut. Commander J. G. Maxwell
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. R. Beers ...

.

Lieut. Commander A. E. K. Ben-
bam.

Actg. Master Sam. Belden
Lieut. Commander Henry Erben
Lieut. Commander B. Gberardi.

.

Actg. Master E. E. Pendleton
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Felix McCurley
Commander Alex Gibson
Actg. Vol Lieut. J. R. Wheeler.

.

CommanderM.B. Woolsey
CommanderW. F.Spicer
CaptalnT. P. Greene
Actg. Master N. M. Dyer ,

Actg. Ensign W. D. Maddocks. .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. W. Magune.
Lieut. Commander D. B. Har-
mony.

Actg. Master H. M. Pierce
Commander A. 0. Clary
Actg. VoL Lieut. Thos. Edwards.
Actg. Master T. J. Lirmekin
Actg. Master C. C. Wells
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. Wiggin..
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Wm. M'tJloin

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. H. Brown. .

.

Lieut. Commander W. A. Kirk-
land.

Actg. Master A. C. Starrett

Present duty or
station.

Mobile Bay.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.
Lake Pontchartrain.
Off Galveston.
Mobile Bay.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.
Berwick Bay.
Coast of Texas.
Mississippi River.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Do.

Pensacola Bay.
Mississippi Sound.
Pensacola Bay.
Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.
Coast of Texas.

Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Do.

Pensacola Bay.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Do.

Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Coast of Texas.

South West Pass.
New Orleans.
Coast of Texas.

Do.

Mobile Bay.
Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.

Do.
Do.

Pensacola Bay.
Coast of Texas.

Do.
Do.

Mobile Bay.
Do.

New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
Pensacola Bay.

New Orleans.
Rio Grande.
Mobile Bay.

Do
Do.
Do.

Ship Island.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Depaktment, April 6, 1865.

The Ouyler will proceed immediately to her station, the West Gulf.

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander C. H. B. Caldwell,
C<m,ma'nding U. S. S. R. R. Cuyler, Hampton Roads, Va.

Letter frmn the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of the Treasury,

regarding the necessity ofhaving a collector ofcustoms at Pensacola.

Navy Department, April 6, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a dispatch^* No. 25,

dated the 19th ultimo, received from Acting Rear-Admiral H. K.
Thatcher, commanding the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, together

with its several enclosiu-es, relative to permits to land goods at Pensa-

cola and to the necessity of having a collector there. Please return

the dispatch and its accompaniments after finishing with them.
Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Hon. Hugh McCulloch,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, for the firing of
salutes in honor of the fall of Selma, Ala., and defeat of General
Johnston, C. S. Army.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Mobile, April 6, 1865.

The commander in chief has the pleasure of announcing to the
squadron present before Mobile the fall of Selma and defeat oiGeneral
J. E. Johnston in North Carolina.

In honor of these victories over the enemy a salute of 100 guns
(unshotted) will be fired at noon this day.
The salute will be fired in the following order:

Name of vessel.
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time for

the flags

vessel.

The time for the Kiclcapoo to resume her fire will be marked on
board the flagship by hoisting the distinguishing pennant of that

H. K. Thatcher,
Actijig Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Report of Comrrwdore Palmer, U. S. Navy, referring to deficiencies

of men in the West Gulf Squadron.

U. S. S. Glasgow,
Off Mobile, Ala., April 8, 1865.

Sie: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 28th ultimo, wherein I am informed that Acting Rear-Admiral
Thatcher reported to the Department the deficiencies of the men
in this squadron on the 1st of tnis month to be 1,881, and the Depart-
ment wishes to know why I (who must have been aware or this
deficiency) did not report the fact to the Department or to the
appropriate bureau.
In reply I enclose copies of two letters addressed to the Chief of

Bureau of Equipment on this subject. Admiral Farragut, when
he returned home, knew how deficient we were, and I thought
would have made our wants" known. I had only to conclude that
the Government was embarrassed for men, and as I did not care for
vessels undergoing long repairs at New Orleans having their com-
plements filled (as a great number would be lost by desertion), I

did not again press my necessities, as I was in constant expecta-
tions of men arriving.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. S. Palmer,
Commodore, Commxinding First District, West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, transmitting

information obtairied from deserters regarding the defenses of Gal-

veston.

No. 54.] Flagship Stockdale,
OffBlahely River, Mobile Bay, April 10, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to forward for the information of the De-
partment the substance of intelligence derived from deserters picked

up by a boat of the Cayuga on the 24th ultimo off the coast of Texas.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Cayuga,
Off Galveston, Tex., March 27, 1866.

Sib: The following is about the substance of the information

obtained from the seven men picked up by this vessel on the 24th

instant

:

They are from Colonel [Joseph J.] Cook's heavy artillery regiment,

stationed at Virginia. Point. They enlisted for one year; most of

them have served fo\u- years. They were refused their discharge

and deserted ia a small boat on the night of the 22d instant, coming
out of San Luis Pass. There are 7 regiments on Galveston Island,

numbering in all about 3,500 men. m addition to these there are

2 companies of artillery stationed at Virginia Point, numbering^

about 100 men. At South Battery there are 2 guns, 1 30-pounder
Parrott and 1 10-inch columbiad. Three wooden quakers are

mounted on this fort. At Fort Magruder 5 guns, 1 64-poimder,

rifled, 1 10-inch columbiad, and 3 32-pounders. At Bolivar Point
5 guns, 2 9-uich and 3 32-pounders, from the Harriet Lane. On
Virginia Point 5 guns, 2 9-inch and 3 32-pounders. On Pelican

Spit, 5 guns, 1 10-inch columbiad and 4 32-pounders; gvms formerlv
belonging to the Westfreld. On the bayou that runs along the rail-

road, commencing south of the bridge near Eagle Grove and running
across the island toward the city, they have small fortifications

with 4 or 5 32-pounders mounted on them. They think that the
number of guns at Galveston has not been diminished, but they
have frequently changed their position. All the guns have been
newly mounted, the carriages manufactured at the general ord-
nance depot at Houston. They know nothing definite about the
torpedo boats, but have heard that such boats were being built on
the San Jacinto River, at Lynchburg. One of the men saw what
was shown to him as a torpedo boat lying in the main channel at
Galveston. It was shaped like a box, with square comers, and was
quite low in the water. He could not tell whether she was plated
or not, and did not seem positive that it was a torpedo boat. They
have endeavored to remove the torpedoes in the main chaime], but
have been unable to find all of them. From fear of them blockade
runners are obliged to go around Pelican Spit to reach the wharf.
Blockade runners furnish plenty of iron. They recovered the most
of the machinery from the Acadia and the Will-o'-the-^wisp. They
have made three guns out of the shaft of the steamer westfield.

There are now three blockade running steamers inside, also one
schooner loaded with cotton. It is proposed to establish a line
between the Suwanee River, Florida, ana Havana. The Francis,
that ran out from here a short time ago, was to make a trip there
after discharging her cargo at Havana. They have no steamers at
Galveston fit for rams, the Bayou City and others having been made
passenger boats of. There are no troops at Houston but the State
militia. Troops have been ordered by General Kirby Smith to cross
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the Mississippi River, but they refused to go out of Texas or western
Louisiana.
These men are all Germans and aliens.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Henry Wilson,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Captain Benjamin F. Sands,
Commanding Second Division West Gulf Squadron,

off Oalveston, Tex.

By the President of the United States of America—a proclamation.

Whereas for some time past vessels of war of the United States
have been refused in certain foreign ports privileges and immunities
to which they were entitled by treaty, public law, or the comity of
nations, at the same time that vessels of war of the country wherein
the said privileges and immunities have been withheld have enjoyed
them fully and uninterruptedly in ports of the United States; which
condition of things has not always been forcibly resisted by the
United States, although, on the other hand, they have not at any
time failed to protest against and declare their aissatisfaction with
the same. In the view of the United States no condition any longer
exists which can be claimed to justify the denial to them by any one
of such nations of customary naval rights, as has heretofore been
so unnecessarily persisted in:

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United
States, do hereby make known that if, after a reasonable time shall

have elapsed for intelligence of this proclamation to have reached
any foreign country in whose ports the said privileges and immuni-
ties shall have been refused as aforesaid, they shall continue to be
so refused, then and henceforth the same privileges and immunities
shall be refused to the vessels of war of that country in the ports of

the United States, and this refusal shall continue until war vessels

of the United States shall have been placed upon an entire equality

in the foreign ports aforesaid with similar vessels of other countries.

The United States, whatever claim or pretense may have existed

heretofore, are now, at least, entitled to claim and concede an entire

and friendly equality of rights and hospitalities with all maritime
nations.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and have caused
the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington this eleventh day of April, in the

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-

[l. 8.] five, and of the independence of the United States of

America the eighty-ninth.
Abraham Lincoln.

By the President

:

William H. Seward,
Secretary of State.



126 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral TTuitchev, U. S. Navy, transmitting a

request for light-draft vessels to insure efficiency on the Galveston

blockade.

No. 55 ]
U. S. Flagship Stockdale,

OfBlakely River, Mobile Bay, April 11, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a communica-

tion from Captain B. F. Sands, commanding Third Division, off the

coast of Texas, showing the condition of the vessels engaged in block-

ading duty there and the urgent necessity for fast steamers of light

draft.

May I ask the Department's attention to this matter as many of

our vessels are now unfit to cruise without docking and others require

complete repairs?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Encloaure.]

U. S. S. Fort Jackson,

Off Galveston, Tex., April 2,- 1866.

Aduiral: a month's experience on the blockade has shown me
the necessity of having light-draft and fast vessels to make it all

efficient. Even in broad dayhght a runner, hard pressed, chased from
seaward by the Preston, made for the land to the eastward and ran the
gantlet of five vessels sent to head her off, which could not get near
enough for accurate firing on account of their draft of water, and suc-
ceeded in getting into port, not, however, without receiving considera-
ble damage from some of the many shots fired, the shot holes plainly
visible in her side. This vessel which I command, though fast, is of
too much draft of water for active service as a blockader near the bar.
The gunboats, viz, Kennebec, Pinx>la, Ovmsco, Penobscot, Kanawha,
and Cayuga, are all so crippled as to be unable to do much [more] than
move aoout; the first four stationed at the several passes. The iron
vessels Princess Royal, Antona, Virginia, and Gertnide are so foul as
to make them little better than 6 or 7 knot vessels ; and I have often
had the mortification of seeing vessels safely anchored inside the har-
bor that we could not catch, even if we had seen them going in, for
want of efiicient vessels for the purpose. Two or three small vessels
of the Wilderness and Eolus class, drawing 6 or 7 feet of water, and
fast, as I have previously suggested, woulado good service at the bar
and alongshore east and west, and render it more dangerous at least to
violate the blockade.
The gunboats should be sent North for thorough repair, or they

wUl before long have to be towed there; they could scarcely, in their
present condition, make the winter passage on our eastern coast.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. Sands,
Captain, V. S. Navy, Comdg. Second Division West Gulf Squadrvn.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Comdg. West Gulf Squadron, Headquarters, New Orleans.
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Letter from Major-General Canby, U. S. Army, to ActiTig Rear-Admiral
Thatcher, U. S. Navy, requesting cooperation ofthe Navy in Alabama.

Hdqrs. Army and Division of West Mississippi,

April 12, 1866.

Smith's corps starts to-morrow for Montgomery by land. Steele
will start in two or three days for the same point by water. Granger,
with his corps, will operate on the west. I propose to establish a
strong work at or near the mouth of the Tombigbee, to prevent the
rebel gunboats from interfering with our operations on the Alabama.
We shall need your assistance in these operations Will you do me
the favor to advise me how soon and to what extent you can aid us,

as Steele's movements will of course be contingent upon your move-
ments. I shall go over to Mobile to-morrow, and shall be very happy
to have you accompany me, if it is convenient for you to do so. I will

remain at Blakely until after Smith's corps gets underway. A
salute of 100 guns, in honor of the victories in Virginia and our suc-

cesses here, will be fired to-morrow at Spanish Fort, Blakely, and
Mobile, at 8 a. m.

Very truly and respectfully,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Admiral Thatcher,
Com,manding West Gulf Squadron.

[Telegram.]

U. S. Flagship Stockdale, April 13, 1865.

They have blown up a tug operating in the Apalachee. Command
me always.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

General Canby.

Letter of acknowledgment from Major-General Canby, U. S. Army,
to Acting Rear-Admiral' Lee, V. S. Navy, in the matter of mortar

boats.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., April 14, 1865.

Sib: In the absence of Major-General Canby, I have the honor to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of March 15, relating to the five

mortar boats, and to express to you the general's thanks for your very

prompt response to his request for the same.

I have the honor to be, admiral, your obedient servant,

C. H. Dyer,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mound City, lU.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting

taiutar statement regarding the vessels ofthe West Gu^Squadron.

No. 63.] U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Mobile, April 16, 1865.

Sib: I have the honor to enclose to the Department, in tabxilar

form, the names, number of guns, class, commanding oflficers, and the
stations of the vessels of the West Gulf Squadron on the 15th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure.]

Vessels of the West Ovlf Squadron, April 15, 1866.

Names.
,
Guns. Class. Commanding officer.

Present duty or
station.

Albatross.

Althea ....

W. G. Anderson

.

Antona
Arkansas
Aroostook
Arthur
Bienville
Bloomer
Bohio
Buckthorn
Carrabassett
Cayuga
Charlotte
Chickasaw
Chocura
Cincinnati
Comubia.
Corypbeus

Cowslip
A. Dinamore.

Elk
Estrella
Feamot
Fort Gaines..
Fort Jackson.
Genesee
Gertrude
Glasgow
Glide
Grand Gait...
Hollyhock
Sam Houston

.

Ida.

J. F. Jackson.
Jasmine.
Kanawha
Katahdin
Kennebec
Klckapoo
Klneo
Kittatlnny....
J. C. Kuhn....

Lackawanna.
Metacomet...
Ueteor

' .do.

Bark
Screw

do
do

Bark
Faddle wheel
Stem wheel..
Brig
Screw
Stem wheel..
.-..do
Schooner
Ironclad
Screw
Ironclad
Paddle wheel
Schooner

Paddle wheel
Screw.

Stem wheel.

.

Paddle wheel
Ship
Stem wheel.

.

Side-wheel . .

.

do
Screw

,

Faddle wheel.
Stem wheel.

.

Screw
Paddle wheel

.

Schooner

Screw.

.

Faddle wheel
Screw
.-..do
....do
Screw
Ironclad
Screw
Schooner
Bark

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Commander
T. B. Du Bois.

Actg. Ensign F. A. G. Bacon

Actg. Master H. Tibbits
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. F. Harden. .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. David Gate. . .

.

Lieut. Commander J. S. Skerrett.
Actg. Master J. E. Stannard
Commander J. B. M. Mullany .

.

Actg. Master's Mate A. Whiting
Actg. Master Wm. M. Starmard
Actg. Master E. A. Terrell
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Ezra Leonard.

.

Lieut. Commander H. Wilson. .

.

Actg. Master's Mate A. Whiting.
Lieut. Commander G. H. Perkins
Lieut. Commander R. Meade, jr.

.

Lieut. Commander Geo. Brown..
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. A. Johnstone
Actg. Master and Pilot Wm.
Stewart.

Actg. Master W. T. Bacon
Actg. Vol. Lieut. M. B. Crowell.

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. N. Klrby
Actg. Master G. F. Pomeroy. . .

.

Actg. Master Abraham Rich
Actg. MasterJohn R. Hamilton
Captain B. F. Sands
Lieut. Commander John Irwin.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. B. C. Dean
Actg. Master E. Kemble...'
Actg. Master L. S. Flckett
Commander John Downes.

.

Pilot Benj. Tarbell
Actg. Vol. Lieut, and Pilot M.
Freeman.

Actg. Ensign F. Ellms

Screw.
Paddle wheel

,

Stem wheel. .

,

Lieut. Commander A. R. Yates.

.

Actg. Ensign F. J. Brenton
Lieut. Commander B. B. Taylor.
Lieut. Commander C. H. Greene.
Lieut. Commander T. Abbot
Lieut. Commander M. P. Jones.

.

Lieut. CommanderJohn Watters
Actg. Ensign N. J. Blasdell
Actg. Master's Mate O. F. Wil-

kins.
Captain Geo. F. Emmons.
Commander P. Crosby
Actg. Master M. Jordan

Mobile Bay.

Mobile Bay; sunk in
Blakely River by a
torpedo.

Mobile Bay.
Coast of 'Tezas.
New Orleans.

Do.
Fensacola Bay.
Gone north.
East Pass.
Fensacola Bay.
Mobile Bay.
Berwick Bay.
Coast ol Texas.
East Pass.
Oa Mobile city.
New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Supply vessel between
New Orleans and
Texas.

Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.

Do.
Lake Pontchartrain.
Ofl Galveston, Tex.
Mobile Bay.
Coast ol Texas.
Mobile Bay.
Berwick Bay.
Coast ol Texas.
Mississippi River.
Mobile Bay.

Sunk by a torpedo.
Mobile Bay.

Mississippi Sound.
Fensacola Bay.
Coast ol Texas.
New Orleans.
Coast ol Texas.
OS Mobile city.
Gone north.
Mobile Bay.
Fensacola Bay.

New Orleans.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
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Vessels of the West Ovlf Sguadron, April 15, 1865—Continued.
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Names. GUDS. Class. Commanding officer.
Present duty or

station.

Milwaukee

Narcissus
New London...

Nyanza!
Octorara
Oneida
Osage

Ossipee
Owasco ,

Pampero
Pembina
Penguin.
Pink
Pinola
Pocahontas
Port Royal
Portsmouth
Potomac
Preston
Princess RoyaL
Quaker City
Richmond
Rodolpb

Rose
Sciota
Sebago

Selma
Seminole
Stockdale
Tallahatchie...
Trefoil
Tritonia
Vincennes
Virginia.
Winnebago

M.A.Wood....

Ironclad

Screw
....do

Stem wheel.

.

Paddle wheel
Screw
Ironclad

Screw
....do

Ship
Screw
....do
....do
....do
...do
Paddle wheel
Ship

do
....do
Screw
Paddle wheel
Screw
Stem wheeL

.

Screw.
do

Paddle wheel

.....do
Screw
Stem wheel..

do
Screw
Paddle wheel
Ship
Screw
Ironclad

Schooner

Lieut. Commander J. H. GilUa. .

.

Repairing
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Washington
Godfrey.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. A. Boutelle.

.

Lieut. Commander W. W. Low.

.

Commander T. H. Stevens
Lieut. Commander W. M. Gam-

ble.

Commander Wm.E.Le Roy.. .

Actg. Vol. Lieut. L. W. Penning-
ton.

Actg. Master Oliver Colbum
Lieut. Commander J. G. Maxwell
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jaa. R. Beers...
Actg. Master Saml. Belden
Lieut. Commander Henry Erben
Actg. Master E. E. Pendleton. . .

.

Lieut. Commander B. Gherardi.

.

Commander L. C. Sartori
Commander A. Gibson
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. R. Wheeler.

.

Com mander M. B. Woolsey
Commander W. F. Spicer
Captain Theo. P. Greene
Actg. Master N. M. Dyer

Actg. Ensign W. D. Maddocks. .

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. W. Magune..
Lieut. Commander D. B. Har-
mony.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Felix McCurley.
Commander A. G. Clary
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Thos. Edwards
Actg. Master T. J. Linnekin
Actg. Master C. C. Wells
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. Wlggin...
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Wm. M'oroin ..

Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. H. Brown...
Lieut. Commander W. A. Kirk-
land.

Actg. Master A. C. Starrett

Destroyed by a torpe-
do in Blakely River.

Fensacola Bay.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Off Mobile city.
Coast of Texas.
Sunk by a torpedo In
Blakely River.

New Orleans.
Coast of Texas.

South West Pass.
New Orleans.
Coast of Texas.
Mobile Bay.
Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.

Do
Do.

Fensacola Bay.
Coast of Texas.

Do.
Do.

Mobile Bay.
Sunk by a torpedo in
Blakely River.

New Orleans.
Sunk by a torpedo.
Off Mobile.

New Orleans.
Rio Grande.
Mobile Bay.

Do.
Do.
Do.

Ship Island.
Coast of Texas.
Off Mobile city.

Mobile Bay.

Report of Acting Rear-Admircd Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding

vacancies in the squadron.

No. 66.] U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Off Mobile, April 15, 1865.

Sm: In consequence of the loss of the Milwaukee, Osage, Rodolph,

Sciota, and the tugs Ida and Alihea, thereby releasing their crews for

distribution among the other vessels of the squadron, there exist

vacancies for 450 men less than were called for in my dispatch No. 18,

dated March the 12th.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Oulf Squddron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washvngton.

N W E—VOL 22 ^9
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RefoH of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. 8. Navy, transmitting

reports of officers commanding vessels destroyed hy torpedoes.

TSTn 67

1

U.S. Flagship Stockdale,
^^

Off MoJnle, A'pril 16, 1865.

Sm: I have previously reported to the Department the loss of the

gunboat Sciota, the tug Ida, and a launch of the Oincinnati by tor-

pedoes.

I forward herewith copies (marked Nos. 1, 2, and 3) of the reports

of the commanding officers of those vessels, giving the details.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ii, JV. XHATCHERj

AcUng Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure No. 1.]

U. S. S. Sciota,

Off MoUle, Ala., April I4, 1865.

Admiral: I have the painful duty to respectfully report the sinking

of the U. S. S. Sciota, under my command, by a rebel torpedo, and
the loss of 4 men and wounding of 6 others.

In obedience to orders from Fleet Captain E. Simpson, I had finished

coaling the barge from the brig American Union, and had delivered to

the Itasca, Sebago, and Genesee the working parties belonging to the

aforesaid vessels, and was proceeding toward the eastern shore on an
E. S. E. co\irse for the purpose of delivering 10 men of the working

Earty to the U. S. S. Ellc, when I ran against a torpedo which was
elow the surface of the water, exploding it, causing the vessel to

sink immediately nearly decks to the water.

The explosion was terrible, breaking the beams of the spar deck,

tearing open the waterways, ripping off starboard forechannels, and
breaking fore-topmast.

I have examined the decks and waterways immediately over the
place where the explosion took place, and in my opinion the damage
IS not so extensive as to prevent raising her. I have also questioned
those of the crew who were on the berth deck at the time of the
explosion, and their evidence in regard to the effect upon the berth
deck by the explosion leads me to think that it struck the vessel below
the line of the berth deck and under and abreast of the forerigging, at
the first bow cant or round of the bow. Since the sinking of the vessel
I have recovered three of the bodies of the missing men. I must
thank the captain of the Cowslip for his prompt assistance in removing
the wounded from this vessel.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. Magune, U. S. Navy,
Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

April 15, 1865.—Since writing this report I have recovered the body
of another man belonging to the U. S. S. ElJc.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. W. Magune, U. S. Navy.
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[Enclosure No. 2.]

Mobile Bay, April IS, 1866.

Sir: On the morning of April 13, 1865, the U. S. S. Ida, under my
command, proceeded from the flagship Stockdale under orders to

report to Lieutenant-Commander John Irwin and place the steamer
under his orders. After reaching the Oincinnati and reporting, I

was ordered to proceed to the U. S. S. Genesee, lying about 2 miles
below the obstructions. When about two-thirds of the way down
the steamer struck a torpedo on her starboard side, crushing in her
timbers, bursting her boilers, and tearing up her decks. She filled

in a few moments in 10 feet of water, where she now lies, directly in

mid-channel. Every possible assistance was rendered by the vessels

in sight to save life and property. The guns have been taken off and
a portion of the engine has been removed.
The casualties are as follows:

Philip Williams, landsman, drowned ; ThomasBums, first-class fire-

man, missing; Sanford Curran, acting third assistant engineer, leg

broken in two places; John O'Locklan, first-class fireman, wounded
in the head slightly; Abraham Burrell, ship's cook, scalded on the
left arm.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. Ellms,
Acting Ensign, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

[Enclosure No. 3.]

U. S. Ironclad Cincinnati, , 1866.

Sir: I deeply regret to have to report blowing up of the launch of

this vessel by a torpedo yesterday afternoon.

By this sad accident three lives were lost. Their names are as

iollows:

Acting Master's Mate Leon De Wolf, Captain of Forecastle C. H.
Howard, Ordinary Seaman John Drion.

The launch had caught a torpedo and had weighed it to within

about 2 feet of the surface of the water, when the mooring parted
and the strain on the drag rope brought the torpedo against the

stem of the boat, exploding it.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. Brown,
Lieutenant- Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West GulfSquadron.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting

report offleet surgeon regarding the casualtiesfrom torpedoes.

No. 76.] U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
Off New Orleans, La., April 25, 1865.

Sib: I forward herewith (marked No. 1) a full report from the fleet

surgeon, J. C. Palmer, of the killed and wounded of the Osage, Rodolph,
Ida, and Sciota, vessels destroyed by torpedoes.

Also the report (marked No. 2) of the commanding oflficer of the
Althea, giving the details of the loss of that tug, with the names of

the killed and wounded on board of her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[EncIosQie No. I.]

U. S. Hospital Ship Tallahatchie,
Mobile, Ala., April 19, 1865.

Sib : I have to report, from the best sources within my reach, the
following killed and wounded aboard vessels lately destroyed by
torpedoes

:

EUled.

Osage.—Nicholas Heydenger, ordinary seaman; Lewis De Wall,
master at arms; William Paigher, seaman; John Everhart, ordinary
seaman ; Charles Taylor, ordinary seaman.

Rodolph.—Theodore Texada, landsman; Jule Baltour, first-class
boy (colored); Michael Driscoll, landsman; Johnson Smith, landsman
(colored).

Ida.—Philip Wilhams, landsman (colored); Thomas Bums, first-
class fireman; Sanford Curran, acting third assistant engineer.

Sciota.—John W. Bayard, boatswain's mate; J. S. Robinson, cap-
tain forecastle; Jeremiah Horrigan, coxswain; Jacob Brown, boat-
swain's mate; George Creighton, landsman (attached to EUc).

Severely woandtd.

Osa^e.—William Hartly, ordinary seaman; WiUiam G. Boyson,
boatswam's mate.
Rodolph.—E\i Robertson, landsman (colored); William Strother,

coal heaver (colored) ; Moses Payne, second-class boy (colored) ; Seweli
Cmcc|uoine, second-class fireman (colored).

Sewta.—WiHiam Prudewell, sailmaker's mate.

Slighily wounied.

^^^f—^^^'J^'^T^^T^, seaman; John H. Thompson, landsman; Ed-
ward McLane, first-class fireman; Charles Coubum, landsman; Peter
Harley, seaman; Michael McGuire, ordinary seaman; Joseph Barker
seaman; David H. Larkins, ordinary seaman; William G. Fisher
ordinary seaman. '

Rodolph.—5oh.n Wilson, captain hold; Daniel Kelley, landsman;
James H. Miller, landsman; George McDonald, landsman; Anderson
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Wilkins, first-class boy (colored) ; Henry Rounds, first-class boy; John
S. Adams, ship's painter.

Ida.—Abraham Burrell, ship's cook (colored); John McLaughlin
(rate unknown).

Sciota.—John Price, landsman; Maurice O'Brien, surgeon's stew-
ard (since dead); James O'Brien, quartermaster; Alonzo Stevens,
coxswain; William Carson, landsman. .

I have not been able to obtain any account of the killed and
wounded aboard the Althea, nor of those in the Cincinnati's boat.

Very respectfully,

Jas. C. Palmer,
Fleet Surgeon.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

[Enclosure No. 2.]

Hospital Ross,
MoUle, April 19, 18G5.

Sir: I have the honor to report the loss of the U. S. S. AltJiea.

On the 12th ultimo I was ordered by Captain Low to drag the
channel with a chain attached to spars laid across the stern; Pilot

J. Dinton was ordered on board to instruct me where to go. I pro-
ceeded to drag, and when abreast of Battery Huger, the chain getting
afoul of an old wreck, I tried to pull it out and failed, and as it was
found impossible to clear the chain I ordered it to be slipped. After
this was done I attempted to return to the Octorara, but the vessel

ran afoul of a torpedo, which exploded near the after part of the
pilot house, a little to the starboard; the vessel sunk immediately
in 10 or 12 feet of water, and I regret to state that 2 men were
killed, 2 others badly wounded, and that I am badly injured in the

left leg and foot.

KilTed.—G. D. Andrews, first-class boy (colored); J. Glen, landsman
(colored).

Wounded.—Acting Ensign F. A. G. Bacon; John Griswold, ordi-

nary seaman; Patridc Manning, first-class fireman.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

F. A. G. Bacon,
Acting Ev^n, late Commanding U. S. S. Althea.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, Mobile, Ala.

Proceedings ofa commission appointed to examine wharves, docks, ship-

yards, foundries, and workshops in and about Mobile, for the purpose

of assigning them according to the necessities of each branch of the

service.

Headquarters Army and Division op West Mississippi,

Mobile, Ala., April SO, 1865.

West Gulf Squadron, U. S. Flarship Stockdale,

Off Mobile, Ala., Apnl SO, 1865.

A joint commission, to consist of Brigadier-General J. Bailey, U. S. Volunteers, on the

part of the Array, and Commander Peirce Crosby, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Metacomet, on the part of the Navy, will proceed at once to examine the wharves, docks,
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shipyards, foundries, and workshops in and about Mobile for the purpose of designating

and assigning them in proportion to the necessities of each branch of the service. The
commission will also designate and assign such steam and other vessels as may be suitable

or needed by the Aimy or Navy, designating preferably for the army river steamers and
vessels suited for the navigation of still waters, and for the Navy the heavier class of ves-

sels. The action of the commission will not be regarded as determining any question of

private interest or of prize that may be involved in the property included in this order.

E. K. S. Canbt,
Major-General, Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Oulf Squadron.

The commission met, in pursuance of the above order, on the 21st

instant and made the exammation in accordance with its instructions,

but have been unable to agree fully in assigning the wharves and ves-

sels to each branch of the service, and 1 beg leave to submit the
following: I propose that the grounds and buildings above and near
the commencement of Connecticut street, known as Hitchcock's
press, and used by the rebels as their navy yard, together with the
wharves in front of the same; also the two slips and wharves at
the foot of St. Anthony street and the wharf on the other side of the
river and below Dauphin street, to be appropriated for the use of the
Navy. All the docks and wharves below, oetween, and above the
points designated on either side of the river to be appropriated for
the use of the Army. The floating dry dock and marine railway,
together with the sawmills and workshops appertaining thereto, be
assigned jointly for the use of the Army and Navy, the preference
to be given to either branch of the service according to the exigen-
cies of the service, but to be placed in the charge and care of the Army.
The six floats or camels for raising and carrying vessels over shoals,
which belonged to and were used by the rebel Government, be turned
over to the Na,vy for the joint use of the Army and Navy, according
to their necessities, and to be taken care of by the latter. The ma-
chine shop, known as OUis & Toulmin, to be taken for naval pur-
poses, and those of Skate & Co., and Park, Lyons & Co., for the Army.
The steamers Coquette, Virginia, Margaret, Flirty R. B. Taney, two
schooners, and barges and fiatboats to be appropriated for army pur-
poses, with the exception of the three flatboats marked 1, 2, and 3,
which are required for naval use. The steamer Julia and steam tug
Gunnison, the heavier class of vessels, to be taken for naval pur-
poses, provided it does not conflict with the arrangements previously
made by General Canby with parties claiming said vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Peirce Crosby,
Commander, Commanding U. S. S. Metaeomet.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Approved

:

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Approved

:

Ed. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the

assignment of certain vessels to convoy duty, in cooperation with
Major-General Steele.

No. 72.] Flagship Stockdale,
Off Mobile City, Apnl 21, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have
dispatched the gunboat Sebago, Lieutenant-Commander Harmony,
the ironclad steamer Oincinnati, Lieutenant-Commander Brown,
with the tinclads Tallahaichie and Elk, to convoy a force of 13,000
men, under Major-General Steele, to Selma and Montgomery. The
gunboat Octorara, Lieutenant-Commander Low, and monitor Winne~
bago, Lieutenant-Commander Kirkland, remain near the junction of

Tombigbee and Alabama rivers for the purpose of covering an army
force who are fortifying at a point above the junction to prevent the
navigation or passage of those steamers by the enemy. The two
vessels last named will return here after having executed this duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral ComTnanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Capture ofcotton by the U. S. steamers Comubia and Gertrude, April 20,
1865.

Beport of Captain Sands, U. S. Navy, transmitting reports of commanding officers.

U. S. S. Fort Jackson,

Off Galveston, Tex., April 21, 1865.

Admiral: I have to report that a steamer, in attempting to run
out from Galveston on the night of the 19th, got aground on the bar,

endeavoring to elude the vessels stationed there. She succeeded in

fetting off by throwing over some 200 bales of cotton, about 140

ales of which were recovered by the Comubia and Gertrude in the

morning (89 by the former and 50 by the latter), which will be sent

in as soon as possible for adjudication.

The steamer was seen next under Fort Point and returned to the

city. The bar was very rough and the night hazy.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. Sands,

Captain, U. S. Navy, Comdg. Third Div. West Gulf Squadron.

The steamer that [we] tried and failed to get was the Denbigh, and

lost 200 bales in the attempt.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Comdg. West Gulf Squadron, Hdqrs., New Orleans.
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BepoTt of Acting Volmiteer Lieutenant Dean, TT. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Gertrude.

U. S. S. Gertrude,
Off Galveston Bar, Texas, April 21, 1866.

Sm: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 20th
instant, whilst at anchor off Bohvar Channel, at 6 a. m., discovered
a number of bales of cotton that had been thrown overboard from a
blockade runner which had got aground on the bar the night preced-
ing while attempting to run out, and finding he was closely watched
and would undoubtedly have been destroyed, he threw overboard
said cotton and succeeded in getting off safe and ran back to the
town.
We picked up 50 bales, which I shall send to New Orleans by the

first supply vessel for adjudication, as per order of senior officer,

Capt. Benjamin F. Sands, Commanding Third Division West Gulf
Squadron.
Hoping this may meet your approval, sir, I remain,

Your obedient servant,

Benj. C. Dean,
Acting Volunteer Ideutenant, CommaTiding.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Johnstone, V. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S.
Comubia.

U. S. S. CORNUBIA,
Off Galveston, Tex., April 22, 1865.

Sm: I herebv respectfully inform the Department that on the 20tb
instant, off Galveston Bar, this ship, under my command, picked up
89 bales of cotton, part of the cargo of a blockade runner that got
ashore on the bar the night previous in attempting to come out.
The cotton will be sent to New Orleans for adjudication by the

earliest opportunity.
Enclosed is a list of the officers and crew attached to this ship and

borne upon her books at the time the cotton was picked up.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. Johnstone,

„ ^ ^„ Acting Volunteer Lieutenant.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

RepoH of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Johnstone, V. S. Navy, com-
manding U. S. S. Comubia, regarding the capture of the schooner
Lhaos, wvth a cargo of cotton.

U. S. S. COBNUBIA,
Off Galveston, Tex., April 22, 1865.

Sis.: I have the honor to report the capture of the English schooner
Chaos, with a cargo of 170 bales of cotton, by this ship, under mv
comniand about 10 p. m. on the 21st instant, while attempting to
run the blockade from the port of Galveston
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The U. S. S. Fort Jackson came up and spoke us a few minutes
after the capture was made.
As the schooner was brought to within 3 miles of the bar, I have

no doubt that other blockading vessels were within signal distance at
the time, but I do not know how many, or their names.
The vessel will be sent to New Orleans for adjudication with all

the necessary witnesses and documents.
Enclosed is a list of the officers and crew attached to this ship and

borne on her books at the time of the capture.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. Johnstone,
Actiiig Volunteer Lieutenant.

Hon. GmEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of the Z7. S. prize commissioner at New Orleans of the receipt of
schooner Chaos and captured cotton.

U. S. Prize Commissioner's Office,
Custom-house, New Orleans, May 12, 1865.

Sir: As prize commissioner of the U. S. district court, eastern
district of Louisiana, I have the honor to report the arrival of the
prize schooner Chaos, of 63 tons burden, witn a cargo of 170 bales
of cotton, captured on 21st day of April, 1865, by the U. S. S. Comu-
bia, John A. Johnstone, U. S. Navy, commanding, off Galveston Bar,
coast of Texas.

Also of 89 bales of cotton picked up at sea by the said steamer
Comubia, on the 20th April, 1865.

Also 50 bales of cotton picked up at sea by the U. S. S. Gertrude,

B. C. Dean, U. S. Navy, commandmg, on the 20th April, 1865.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

U. S. Prize Commissioner.

General order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy.

General Order j U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
No. 8.

j
New Orleans, La., April 22, 1865.

In token of respect to the late Abraham Lincoln, President of the
United States, all officers of the West Gulf Squadron will wear crape
on the left arm for a period of six months from this date.

Each vessel will fire a salute of half-hour guns, commencing at sun'
rise and ending at sunset, in commemoration of the sad event.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.



138 WfiST GtTLF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Letterfrom the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,

v. S. Navy, announcing the arrival of the U. S. S. BienviUe.

Navy Department, April 26, 1866.

Sm: The BienviUe, wMch. is probably the fastest steamer in the

Gulf, has arrived at Philadelphia under orders from yourself. As
she requires no repairs but coppering, the Department presumes you
do not require her services, and she will be retained North.

Very respectfully,
G. Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Comdg. West GulfBlkdg. Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Order of Commodore Palmer, U. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby,

U. S. Navy, to proceed to anchorage offDog River Bar.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,

Off City of Mobile, April 27, 1866.

Sir: You will, on the receipt of this order, return with the vessels

under your command to the anchorage off Dog River Bar.

Very respectfully,

J. S. Palmer,
Comm.odore, Com/manding First Division.

Commander Peirce Crosby,
U. S. S. Metacomet, Mobile Bay.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,

U. S. Navy, enjoining vigilance to prevent the escape of the leaders

of the Confederacy.

Navy Department, April £8, 1866.

Sir : Lieutenant-General Grant telegraphs to the War Department,
under date of the 26th instant, from Raleigh, N. C, that Jeff Davis,
with his cabinet, passed into South Carolina with the intention, no
doubt, of getting out of the country, either via Cuba or across the
Mississippi. All the vigilance and available means at your command
should be brought to bear to prevent the escape of those leaders of

the rebellion.

Very respectfully, G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Comdg. West GulfBlkdg. Squadron, New Orleans.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,
V. S. Navy, forwarding information regarding the movements of the
C. S. ram Stonewall.

Navy Department, April 28, 1866.

Sir : Information has been received from the U. S. consul at Tene-
riffe to the effect that the rebel ram Stonewall left that place, where
she obtained a supply of coal, April 1, at 6 p. m., and steamed away
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rapidly to the south. Her destination is believed to be some point on
our coast, and every precaution should be taken by you to guard
against surprise and to prevent her inflicting serious injury should she
make her appearance anywhere within the limits of your command,
and the best means in your power used to capture or ciestroy her.

Very respectfully,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding CW-
jederate vessels in the Tombigbee River blockaded by vessels of his
command.

No. 83] U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
Off New Orleans, April 28, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that three of the
vessels of the Mobile detachment of this squadron—the gunboat
Octorara, Lieutenant-Commander Low ; the Sevago, Lieutenant-Com-
mander Harmony, and the monitor Winnebago, Lieutenant-Com-
mander Earkland—are now in the river Tombigbee, blockading ^he
rebel ironclad NashviUe and gunboat Morgan, with some blockade
runners, which have been armed by the rebels and recently used by
them as picket boats; but as they declined an action before the sink-

ing of the Tuscaloosa and HuntsviUe, and when their fleet was concen-
trated and entire and we were weakened by the loss of two monitors,
I fear that they will destroy their remaining vessels in preference to a
trial of strength with us.

The last reliable information from these rebel vessels is, that they
have passed up the Tombigbee above Demopolis, and they must soon
fall into our hands or destroy themselves.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Report of Commander MuUany, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

BienviUe, announcing the arrival of that vessel at Philadelphia for

repairs.
U. S. S. Bienville,

Off Navy Yard, Philadelphia, April 13, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of this ship under my
command at this port from New Orleans via Mobile Bay and Pensa-

cola, having left tne latter port on the 6th instant.

I have brought the Bienville to Philadelphia, in obedience to orders

received from Acting Rear-Admiral H. K.* Thatcher, commanding
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, for the purpose of having her docked

and her bottom calked and recoppered.
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The hull of the ship needs only slight repairs, so far as I can

ascertain.

The engine and boilers are believed to be in good condition.

I would respectfully recommend to the Department the propriety of

reducing the present battery of this ship, as I consider it too heavy for

her frame in oad weather.

As the only repairs of importance required are those upon the ship's

bottom, it will not therefore be necessary to remove any of her stores

or to break up her present organization in case the Department pro-

poses sending her to sea again.

As the terms of service of nearly all the present crew have expired, a

new crew will be required to replace them, and can be received on

board at once, or immediately after the ship is floated off the dock.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. R. M. MULLANT,
Commaivder.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander' LeRoy, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Ossipee, regarding the impaired condition of that vessel.

U. S. Steam Sloop Ossipee,

Off New Orleans, La., April IS, 1865.

Admiral: It being reported you purposed ordering this ship on a
cruise, I am induced to address you upon the subject, believing you
are not fully informed as to her condition.

This ship has now been over three years in the water. The copper
put upon her was so inferior in quality that before leaving Portsmouth
(I am informed) it was necessary to replace one or two of the upper
strakes with new copper. Over a year ago she is reported to nave
struck heavily off Velasco, and divers who examined her some months
since report considerable copper off the bottom amidships and about
the bows. They also brought up a small piece of wood badly honey-
combed, also a worm in the wood, showing those animals were busy
working upon her. Since the fight in Mobile Bay the ship, when in
clear water, has averaged a leak of about 18 inches during a watch of
four hours. When the survey was held upon the hull a short time
since, the carpenter, Mr. Burcham, told me he considered the ship to
some extent unseaworthy, a number of her knees, etc., starting. The
last few months, when at sea, especially on my last cruise, we have
been compelled to stop frequently to correct trouble with our engine,
principally the after crank-pin brasses, the crank pin being badly
cracked, also the Kingston outboard blow valve being gone. The
fresh-water condenser is nearly used up, having had to plug up some
500 tubes already, and the boiler tubes have lately commenced giving
out.

Generally, the ship is giving evidence of requiring extensive over-
"hauling. Owing to foul bottom, etc., we can not get more than seven
or eight knots out of her under the most favorable circumstances, and
to do our best it requires at least one-fourth more coal. During our
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last cruise all our starboard maintopmast rigging came down by the
run, breaking off at the eyes.

Respectfufly submitted.
Wm. E. LeRot,

Commander, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, Mobile Bay.

Letterfrom the Secretary ofthe Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,
U. S. Navy, regarding the transfer of certain vesselsfrom the Missis-
sippi Squadron.

Navy Department, April I4, 1865.

Sir: Referring to your dispatch of the 22d ultimo, I have to inform
you that Rear-Admiral Porter has been instructed to send to the West
Gulf Squadron the tugs Bignonia and Clematis and the steamer Fort
Donelson.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West GulfBlockading Squadron, New Orleans.

Letterfrom Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Major-Gen^
erat Canby, if. S. Army, regarding the surrender of Mobile hy the

civil authorities.

U. S." Flagship Stockdale, April IS, 1865.

I suppose you to have been fully informed by General Granger of

our movements here yesterday, and of the bloodless surrender of

Mobile by the civil authorities. I am now clearing the obstructions in

the ship channel to the city on the west side, so tnat our vessels may
be enabled to pass up in safety. Shall place armed vessels in front of

the city as soon as practicable. Monitors and Octorara preparing to
come dfown the Tensas.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General Canby.

Escape of G. S. ram William H. Webb from Red River, April 23^and
her destruction, April 24, 1865.

Beport of Acting Kear-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S. Havy.

Flagship Glasgow,
New Orleans, April 24, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that the rebel ram
Webb ran the blockade of the Red River this morning and passed

this city at a high rate of speed, but so unexpected was her appear-

ance that she received only two shots through her hull in passing.

As she approached the city she was flying the Unitfed States flag

at half-mast and was mistaken for an army transport.
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The Hollyhock^ Lieutenant-Commander Gherardi; the Florida,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Budd; the Quaker City,

Lieutenant-Commander Spicer, and the Ossipee, Commander Le Roy,
Avere dispatched in pursuit of the ram, the Hollyhock far ahead, and
when about 25 miles below the city she encountered the Richmond,
Captain Theo. P. Greene, coming up. The ram then headed into the

left bank of the river, ran on shore, and was set on fire by her com-
mander, who proved to be Edward G. Eeed [Charles W. Eead],
formerly of the U. S. Navy.
Her crew consisted of about 45 men, and her cargo was cotton,

rosin, and turpentine, so that she soon blew up, the crew escaping
to the swamps, except three, two of whom were captured and are

prisoners; the third was destroyed with the vessel.

Her armament consisted of 3 guns.

The whole party will probably be captured by troops who will

forthwith be dispatched in pursuit of them.
As the ram passed the city she had a torpedo suspended from a

spar from her bows.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

The following is just received, 8 : 30 a. m.

:

U. S. S. Ouachita,
Donaldsonville, La., April 24, 1865.

Sib: This morning about 4 a steamer passed here, supposed to be an army
towboat. I since learn it was the W. H. Webb, the rebel ram. Will you please
telegraph to New Orleans.

Yours, etc.,

^ , , „r ^ ^ W. E. FiTZHUOH.
Colonel W. O. Fiske,

Commanding U. 8. Forces, Donaldsonville.

W. O. Fiske,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Brigadier-General Sherman,
Headquarters Southern Division, New Orleans, La.

Order of Brigadier-General Sherman, U. S. Army, to Colonel Mndgett, XT. S. Army,
regarding the movements of the ram.

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, La., April 24, 1865.

A telegraphic dispatch has been received at these headquarters
from the commanding officer of the U. S. gunboat Ouachita, to the
eftect that the rebel ram Welh is coming down the river. You will
look out for her and destroy her.
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By order of Brigadier-General Sherman:
WiCKHAM Hoffman,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
[Colonel William S. Mudgett],

Commanding Officer District of Garrollton., \La.'\.

(Copies to commanding officers district of Bonnet Carre and Fort
Banks.)

[Telegram.]

Department of the Gulf,
New Orleans., April 24, 1865.

(Eeceived by Colonel Fiske between 9 : 30 and 10 a. m.)

Where does the gunboat Ouachita lie? Answer immediately. If
you think there is any truth with regard to the ram, cooperate with
the gunboat and make ready to destroy her.

By command of Brigadier-General Sherman

:

WiCKHAM Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Commanding Officer, Donaldsonville.

Wehh supposed to have passed New Orleans about 1 p. m.

[Telegram.]

Donaldsonville, April 34, 1865.

(Received 11 a. m.)

The Ouachita has been lying at this point. She is now on her way
down the river. Have everything ready in the fort in case the ram
returns up the river. The telegraph operator reports that the line

on the opposite side of the river is cut below, and no communication
above.

W. O. Fiske,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Major WiCKHAM Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Southern Division of Louisiana.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, La., April 24, 1865.

The rebel ram Wehh was met by our gunboats about 24 miles below
this city. She ran ashore and was blown up .

WiCKHAM Hoffman,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commanding Officer,
Donaldsonville.

(Copies to commanding officers Camp Parapet, Bonnet Carre, and
Fort Jackson.)
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
New Orleans^ April £4-, 1S65.

Information is received that a rebel ram passed Donaldsonville.

If the report has foundation it must be their intention to run the

mouth of the river. You will be in readiness for any movement of

that kind if it should occur.
N. P. Banks,

Major-General, Commaniding.

[Major A. J. Fitzwater, IJ. S. Army],
Commanding Officer Forts St. Philip and Jackson.

Letter from Brigadier-General Sherman, V. S. Army, to Admiral Thatcher, TT. S.

Navy, referring to lack of guns bearing upon the river.

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, April 24, 1865.

Tlie telegram from Donaldsonville received this morning seems

partially confirmed by the subsequent one carrying intelligence that

the telegraph wire was cut at Orange Grove (short distance below

Donaldsonville) by a boat's crew from a gunboat this morning.

There may be some probability, therefore, that the enemy have

planned a method of destroying our shipping or of getting their gun-

boat to the sea. I feel it my duty to inform you that we have no

guns at any point bearing upon the river except at Forts Jackson

and St. Philip, they having all been removed last spring in obedience

to orders from Washington.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. W. Sherman,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Admiral Thatcher, or

Commanding Officer U. S. Naval Forces, New Orleans.

Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, IT. S. Navy, to Hajor-Oeneral Banks,
TJ. S. Army, regarding the preparation of guns for immediate servloe.

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. 11)8 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., April 2Jf, 1S65.

Sir : In reply to your letter of 12 : 20 p. m. this day I have the

honor to inform you that I have ordered Captain George F. Emmons,
senior naval officer afloat here, to prepare every availaole gun in the

fleet now here for immediate service and to bring them to bear on
that point of the river by which a vessel coming down the river can
reach this port. I have none but wooden vessels here and such as

come to port for repairs, except the steam sloop Richmond, Captain
[T. P.] Greene, now bound up river from Mobile Bay, with a battery

of twenty-two X-inch guns. I am glad to learn that the batteries

in the Southern Division of Louisiana have been ordered to be placed
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in position to bear on the river and the naval force now in this port
will do their best to cooperate with them.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-Greneral N. P. Banks,
Commanding Departm.ent of the Gulf, New Orleans.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, La., April ^4, 1865.

Brigadier-General Sherman directs me to inform you that it is

reported that a rebel ram is coming down the river and that she
passed Donaldsonville this morning at 4 o'clock. It may be that she
will try to run into the Gulf. Be prepared, therefore, to sink her
with your 15-inch guns and 100-pounder Parrotts. The general
desires that you will make the whole of your armament as useful as
possible. Acknowledge receipt.

P. J. Maloney,
First Lieutenant, Aid-de-Camp, and

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commanding Officer Forts Jackson and Saint Philip,

Fort Saint Philip, La.

Order of Hajor-General Banks, IT. S. Army, to the commanding officer at Forts
Jackson and St. Philip.

Headquarters Department of the Gui.f,

New Orleans, April 'Zlf., 1865.

Have you received any orders about preparing for the rebel

steamer said to be coming down the river with the intention of escap-

ing to the Gulf? Report at once your preparations.

By command of Major-General Banks:
J. Schuyler Crosby,

Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major Andrew J. Fitzwater, U. S. Army,
Commanding Officer Forts Jackson and Saint Philip, La.

t Telegram.]

Bonnet Carre, April 24, 1866.

(Received 4: 10 p. m.)

The rebel ram Wehb passed here about 9 a. m. She cut our wires

about thirteen miles above.

Chas. Everett, Colonel.

Lieutenant Maloney,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

N W E—VOL 22 10
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[Telegram.]

Headquartees Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, La., Ajml 24-, I860.

The rebel ram has passed the parapet with the Union flag at half-

mast. Be prepared for her. Acknowledge receipt.

Wickham Hoffman,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commanding Officer Forts Jackson and Saint Philip,
Fort Jackson, La.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, La., April 24, 1865.

(Via Quarantine.)

The ram Wehh is a small vessel, one smokestack, two upright walk-

ing beams, and a small foremast. Has cotton on board. Acknowl-
edge receipt.

Wickham Hoffman,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

C!OMMANDING OFFICER,
Fort Jackson.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, La., April 24, 1865.'

Notify the commanding officer at Forts Jackson and Saint Philip
immediately that the rebel ram passed New Orleans at 1 p. m. Send
the information by the shortest possible means. Acknowledge receipt.

Wickham Hoffman,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Telegraph Operator, Quarantine.

Order of Brigadier-General Sberman, IT. S. Army, to the commanding officer at
Ship Island, giving description of the ram.

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, April 84, 1865.

Sir: The brigadier-general commanding directs me to notify you
that the rebel ram Webb passed New Orleans this day at 1 p. m. on
her way down the river. The forts at the mouth of the river have
been notified, and it is hoped that she may be stopped. She is a
small vessel, painted white, one smokestack, two upright engines, and
one small foremast.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wickham Hoffman,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Colonel Ernest W. Holmstedt],
Commanding Officer, Ship Island.
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Order of Uajor-General Canby, IT. S. Army, to Brigadier-General Smith, V. S.
Army, urging vigilance in Mobile Bay, in view of the possible entrance of
the ram.

Hdqrs. Military Division of West Mississippi,
New Orleans, La., April ^4, 1865—12:30 p. m.

Sib: The rebel ram Webb has just passed down the river. She
deceived the gunboats by displaying the Union flag at half-mast. I
think she will make for Havana, but have everything in readiness
for her if she should attempt to come into Mobile Bay.

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Brigadier-General T. Kilby Smith,
Commanding District of South Alabama, Fort Gaines.

Letter from Acting Kear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Uajor-General Canby,
V. S. Army, regarding the destruction of the ram.

Naval Headquakters, {April 24., 1865].

I have the pleasure of informing you that the ram Webb, when
about 25 miles below here, at a place called McCall's Point, on
the left bank of the river, [was] chased by the Hollyhock and
headed off by the Richmond. She had 250 bales of cotton and a quan-
tity of turpentine and rosin, and was commanded by C. W. Read,
formerly of the United States Navy. All escaped to the brush except
two, now prisoners of W9,r on board the Lackawanna. She had three
guns, and was trying to run the blockade. Further particulars will
be obtained from the prisoners. A few men of the mfantry would
soon take every man. Forty-five were on board all told. They ran
her up high and dry. At 4 : 30 she blew up.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby.
P. S.—She had three guns and was struck twice by our guns in

passing the city [New Orleans]. Meeting the Richmond alone caused
her destruction.

Report of Colonel Everett, U. S. Army, regarding causes of delay in telegraphic
communication.

Bonnet Carre, April 24, 1865.

Lieutenant: I reported this morning the passing of the Webb
about 9 a. m. One 01 our men saw them cut the wires about 13 miles

above this "point. He reported to Lieutenant Enos, who immediately
galloped down and arrived here a few minutes after the Webb had
passed. You would have been notified immediately, but the operator,

L. C- Hebard, had left his post contrary to orders. Diligent search

was made. He was finally discovered in a coffee house. The ram had
in the meantime landed about 6 miles below and cut the wires.

Lieutenant Enos took a fresh horse and started for the city to en-

deavor to head off the ram. He deserves credit for his energy and
perseverance. I sent the operator in an ambulance, with men and
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wire, to repair the line. He also took his instrument, with orders to

connect and transmit my dispatch. This he failed to do and did not

send it forward until he had returned to camp in a partially intoxi-

cated state. The party had to go 12 miles from here to repair another
break. This man Hebard is a worthless drunkard. I recommend
his immediate discharge. This is not his first offense. I have sent a

party up the river with about half a mile of wire to repair the breaks
above. About 100 to 150 yards of wire were carried away at each
place and many posts cut down. The rebels had our uniforms on
and informed the men who saw them cut the wire that New Orleans
had been taken by the rebels from Mobile, etc. I should be pleased
to receive from you a detailed account of the progress of the Webb,
as I am not likely to get a true account from the papers. I hope a
new operator will be sent here soon, as I am obliged to keep this one
under guard in his own oflBce and work him drunk or sober.

KespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

Chas. Everett,
Colonel, Special Inspector, Bonnet Carre.

Lieutenant Maloney,
Actg. Assistant Adjt. Gen., Southern Division of Louisiana.

P. S.—I respectfully recommend that a telegraph station may be
established at Gaines Landing, about 18 miles above this point.

C. E.
[EDdorsemeDt.]

Hdqrs. Southern DrvisipN of Louisiana,
April 27, 1865.

Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters in reference
to the operator at Bonnet Carre. The telegraphic operations of the
24th, on hearing of the ram TFe66 coming down the river, require, in
my opinion, some action to insure prompter telegraphic transmission
hereafter.

T. W. Sherman,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Eeport of Commander le Eoy, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Ossipee regard-
ing the running ashore of the ram.

U. S. Steam Sloop Ossipee,
New Orleans, La., April S4, 1865.

Captain : I have the honor to report that, upon notice being given
of the rebel ram Webb being reported coming down the river, 1 had
the battery of the ship examined and freshly loaded, the pivot guns
pivoted on the port side and trained, making a battery of seven guns.A lookout aloft gave notice of the approach of the Webb, and imme-
diately after the Lackawanna fired and my guns could bear, I fired
three guns not going off. The fires had been started in the meantime'
and so soon as I had steam, in obedience to orders, we proceeded
down the river in pursuit. Before getting down to English Turn I
was informed by returning vessels that the enemy had run the Webb
ashore and burned her, the Richmond from below intercepting her.
One or more shot from this ship, one from the Lackawanna, and

one from the Pembina, it was thought, struck the Webb as she passed
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down. The Webb as she passed flew the American ensign at half-
mast, but after passing hauled it down and hoisted the rebel flag.

The Webb had a torpedo projecting from her bow as she passed.
Respectfully submitted.

Wm. E. Le Roy,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons, U. S. Navy,
Senior Officer, New Orleans, U. S. S. Lackawanna.

Report of Commander Le Roy, IT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Osslpee, regard-
ing the number of gnus flred from that vessel.

U. S. Steam Sloop Ossipee,
Mississippi River, April S4, 1865.

Admihai. : I am informed that Lieutenant Johnson reported to you
that this ship fired but two guns when the rebel ram Webb passed
New Orleans. Lieutenant Johnstone should have possessed himself of

facts before making a broad assertion that tended to reflect upon a
vessel of your squadron. Seven guns, all that could be used on
the port side, were brought to bear; four were fired, the remaining
three not going off, although all the guns were freshly loaded so soon

as it was reported the Webb was coming down, and we were in readi-

ness long before, a lookout giving us notice when she bore in sight.

It is the impression on board of this ship that one, if not more, of our
shot struck, and that one from the Lackawanna and one from the

Pembina. So soon as the ship was ready to move I started down the

river, until receiving the intelligence of the destruction of the Webb,
when I turned about.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. E. Le Roy,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
Commanding- West Gulf Squadron. New Orleans, La.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, La., April 24, 1865.

The rebel ram Webb has just been- destroyed about twenty-five

miles below New Orleans, her crew taking to the swamps. The gen-

eral directs that you strengthen your pickets from Battery Bien-

venue, so if they make their way through to Lake Borgne you may
arrest them. You will also put out additional pickets.

W. D. Smith,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Assistant Inspector-General.

Commanding Officer Fort Macomb.



J^50 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADBON.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,

New Orleans, La., April £4, 1865.

Captain : The rebel ram Webh has been destroyed. Her crew has

taken to the woods. They may attempt to come into the city through

your lines. Extend your pickets to the swamp and capture them if

possible. ,

By order of Brigadier-General Sherman

:

WicKHAM Hoffman,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain Bicker,
Seventy-seventh V . S. Colored Infantry.

[Telegram.]

Fort Jackson, April 24, 1865.

Received dispatch saying ram Wehl was destroyed. Shall I

dismiss to quarters?
A. J. FiTZWATER,

Major, Commanding.
Major WicKHAM Hoffman,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Endorsement.]

Received at 8 : 15, and answer, " Yes."
"W. D. Smith,

Lieutenant-Colonel.

Keport of Acting Master Slattery, V. S. Navy, commanding pro tem. V. S. S.

Vindicator, at month of Bed Kiver.

U. S. S. Vindicator,

Off Red River, April 24, 1865.

Sir : I beg to report that last night, at about 8 : 45, while this ship

was lying on the east side of the Mississippi River and opposite the

mouth of Red River, engaged in repairing our boilers, I was informed
by the officer of the deck that Pilot Wiley Jones desired to speak with
me. He pointed to a line of smoke which appeared to be coming
from some distance up Red River toward the Mississippi River. The
wind at the time was light from the west. He declared it to be caused
by the endeavor on the part of the Confederate ram Weib to escape

from Red River. Having confidence in his suspicion and judgment,
I gave successive orders for the hammocks to be piped up, the chain
unshackled and buoyed ready for slipping at a moment's notice, the
ship cleared for action, and the gig called away, in which I directed
the surgeon and paymaster to go down to your ship, and with my
compliments state to you what I had learned, and ask you if I had
not better get underway, and stand over to the mouth of the river,

so as to be ready to engage the ram should she make her appearance.
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The boat had scarcely left my vessel when the U. S. steamer Man-
hattan, which was lying in the mouth of the river, fired what sounded
like a small howitzer, and immediately commenced using Coston's
signals, the meaning of which my signal oflScer, Ensign S. O. Lovell,
failed to understand. They were equally as unintelligible to me.
About this time the staflp officers whom I had sent to report to you
returned with orders to me to remain at anchor until ordered to move,
and notifying me that you would get underway in chase. Our ship
remained cleared for action, with the guns' crews at their quarters,

and about half past 10 o'clock the U. S. steamer Gazelle was seen
approaching. Aiiticipating her mission, our cable was slipped and
wheels revolved, and before the Gazelle had fairly finished delivering
your order for the Vindicator to proceed downstream in chase of the
Webl}, this ship was steaming into the channel and received the last

of the order as she was about headed downstream. I am thus minute
about these matters in order to show you the magnificent discipline

existing on board this ship. After getting underway, the charges of
the guns that were loaded with grape and canister were withdrawn
and reloaded with solid shot. It was suggested by one of the officers,

some of whom had congregated on the spar deck, that the Weih
would doubtless stop to cut the telegraph wires, and for that purpose
would run alongside the bank. The officers of divisions, therefore,

were ordered to man both sides, and have their crews lie on the deck
beside their guns and watch intently out of the portholes. The chief

engineer was called on for information as to the amount of steam he
was carrying. He reported 70 to 80 pounds, and in reply to my ques-

tion if he considered that the maximum amount we should carry,

replied, " My department is laboring under serious and dangerous
conditions ; the bottom is almost entirely out of one battery or boil-

ers, and the flue heads of the battery we are running under are leak-

ing, and I therefore believe that I have all the steam such conditions

will safely admit of." After some further conversation, I instructed

him to keep the gauge at not less than 90 pounds, and that I would be
officially responsible for any disastrous results which might occur.

Please find his report enclosed. About 2 : 30 a. m., when almost
abreast of Bayou Sara, we met your ship, and, after the usual ex-

change of night lights, you blew fire whistles for communication. As
there were other vessels there, I paid no attention to the signal, but
continued on downstream. Again this same signal was given, but this

ship still continued on her course. The Coston signal for communica-
tion was then made when we rounded to and spoke your ship. In
answer to our hail, the question came, " Did you not hear our signals

for communication ? " I replied, " Yes, sir ; but having received your
order to chase the Weih, I was intent on that business and judged that

your signals might have been for the other vessels present, but which
were not in the chase, as I was." I was then ordered to proceed on

up the river to my anchorage. I asked, " Was it not the Webh that

passed out of Ked Kiver? "- The order came again, " Proceed on up
the river to your anchorage." I then asked if Commodore Foster

was on deck, when a voice replied in very peremptory tones, "Captain
Foster orders that you proceed on up the river to your station, sir."

At this I could not help uttering the indignant rejoinder, " It would

cost you nothing to return a civil answer to my enquiry." I now beg

to apologize for my hasty words, but in doing so I must candidly
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state that I consider the provocation very great. I am still in igno-

rance as to what vessel it was that escaped from Red River. If it

shall prove to be the Weii, this ship's officers and crew will feel very

I have only to state that last night's events showed the temper and

discipline existing on this ship. Such was the spirit animating every

officer, man, and boy that all seemed to vie with each other m the

rapid and intelligent execution of each order. Their action in this

respect causes them to feel all the more keenly the snub received from

the quarter-deck of your ship.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. P. Slattery,

Acting Master, U. S. Navy, Commanding pro tern.

Lieut. Commander James P. Foster, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Fourth District Mississippi Squadron.

Detailed report of AUan Pinierton, of IT. S. Special Service.

Hdqrs. AIilitary Division of West JVIississippi,

Office of the Provost Marshal-General,
New Orleans, April 25, 1865.

Colonel: On the 24th instant the rebel ram Webh passed New
Orleans under rebel colors, and was pursued by the U. S. gunboat

Hollyhock. About 25 miles below the city, having come in sight of

the U. S. gunboat Richmond, the Webh was set on fire by her officers

and then run ashore on the left bank of the Mississippi. The officers

and crew then abandoned her, endeavoring to malce their escape,

fifteen of whom afterward surrendered to the United States author-

ities as prisoners of war and were brought under guard to your office.

I have the honor to report that three of the fifteen, being apparently the

most intelligent, viz, George Price, pilot ; John C. Osborne, paymas-
ter's steward, and J. C. Hines, hospital steward, were at your request

examined by me, and stated that the rebel ram 'Webh left Shreveport,

La., on the 7th instant, going down Red River, her destination not

being known to any of the crew, all information on this point being

carefully withheld from the men. About fifteen days before the de-

parture of the ^^'ehh from Shreveport, where she had been lying in

port for the past two years, her officers were changed, her crew only
remaining. At that time Lieutenant-Commanding, C. W. Read, with
Lieutenant Wall and Passed Midshipman Scott, took command of the

'Webh, none of the old officers remaining. On the arrival of the yfebb
at Alexandria she loaded with cotton and took on a large supply of

fuel, about 200 cords of wood, mostly pine knots. While at Alex^
andria they first heard of the assassination of President Lincoln, but
none of the crew being allowed to go ashore or communicate with the
citizens, they had no means of learning how that intelligence was re-

ceived by the people, nor could they learn the strength of the Con-
federate forces and fortifications there. No passengers got on at Alex-
andria, nor were there any passengers on her at any time. Between
/Shreveport and Alexandria there are two Confederate gunboats, the
Missouri and the Merite, the former of which is clad with T-iron rails,
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with an armament of six guns; the latter is a common steamboat,
walled up with thick timber. There are also about fifteen trans-
ports on Ked River in the Confederate Government service and one,
the Twilight, on the Ouachita River.
On Sunday, 23d instant, at 4 : 30 a. m., the Wehh left Alexandria

and came down the Red River about 15 miles, where she stopped and
took on board the pilot, George Price, who says that he belonged to

Captain White's steamboat battalion, stationed at Marksville, La,,

and had received an order to join the Wehh at Alexandria, and on
his way to Alexandria he met the Wehh coming down. He signaled
to her, and she landed and took him on board ; that his services had
been engaged with a view to take the Wehh through Atchafalaya
Bayou into Berwick Bay, and from thence into the Gulf, as he was
acquainted with these waters, but when he came on board the Wehh
and ascertained that she drew over 10 feet of water he informed the
officers that the route was impracticable, and the Wehh then kept on
down the Red River, with her cargo of cotton arranged for defense
against attack, her armament being two 12-pounder howitzers aft and
one 4-inch rifle forward and a torpedo projecting from the bow, sup-
ported by a long pole. In her magazine were three boxes of shells and
three 100-pound kegs of powder. Sixty-eight rations were issued to

officers and men. Before entering the Mississippi, about 3 miles from
the mouth of Red River, a flatboat laden with cotton was captured by
the Wehh, and a small boat with officers and men from a United States

gunboat, being near by, made their escape up a bayou. The flatboat

and the men on it were held by the Wehh until dark, when they were
turned adrift. This was done in order to prevent the men from cross-

ing over by land and giving information to the United States gun-
boats. At 8 : 30 Pi m., me Wehh, carrying the usual si^al lights used

by the Federal boats, entered the Mississippi, passing the United
States gunboats stationed at the mouth of the Red River, and when
nearly out of range a shell was fired at the Wehh, which exploded

about 400 yards from her, and she thus passed all the United States

gunboats, not having been hailed or molested by any of them. About
every 10 or 15 miles the Wehh sent a party ashore to cut the telegraph

wires, and at one time some men from a wood pile approached them,

when the officer in command presented a musket and frightened them
away. At another time, near the mouth of Red River, when an
attempt was made to cut the wires, a party of colored soldiers who
happened to be near prevented the design.

About 10 miles above the fortifications of New Orleans the Wehh
hoisted the United States flag at half-mast and raised steam to the

highest pressure, so that she was running 25 miles an hour while

passing the city, which was about 12 m. (24th instant) . The true char-

acter of the Wehh having been made known to the United States gun-

boats, several shots were fired after her, three of which struck her,

the first entering her bow about a foot above the water, deranging

the fixtures by which the torpedo was attached to the bow, swinging

it around and under the Wehh, thereby endangering the safety of the

boat so that she was stopped and the torpedo cut loose. This did not

occupy more than two or three minutes. The second shot passed the

chimney, severing one of the chains by which it was supported and

wounding a man slightly by a flying link of the severed chain. The
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third shot struck a bale of cotton and did but little or no damage.

As soon as the first shot was fired at the Webb the United States flag

was lowered and the rebel flag raised by order of Captain Read. The

Webb was then followed by a United States gunboat. It was the

intention of the officers of the Webb to wait until after dark before

attempting to pass Forts Jackson and Saint Philip, and it was de-

cided by them that they would turn back and capture the pursuing

gunboat, which would occupy their time until dark, but unexpectedly

coming in sight of the U. S. sloop of war Richmond, the order was

fiven to turn the boat up the river, and after some deliberation the

Fc6J was set on fire by the officers and crew and ran ashore. As soon

as she was ashore the Richmond and the pursuing gunboat commenced
firing on her.

After the officers and crew had got safely to the shore. Captain

Read advised them to separate, as they would be less liable to capture,

and acting upon this suggestion the aforesaid George Price, J. C.

Hines, and John C. Osborne, together with twelve others, endeavored
to make their escape through the country, but finding it difficult to

wade the Louisiana swamps, became disgusted with the enterprise

and concluded to surrender themselves prisoners of war to the United
States authorities. Lieutenant-Commanding Read is about 25 years

of age, 5 feet 7 inches high, sandy complexion, slim build, light hair,

sandy whiskers, and no mustache. Lieutenant Wall is about 25 years

of age, 5 feet 7 inches high, light complexion, brown hair, clean

shaved. Smith, Marsh, and Lewis were engineers ; Price and Lewis
were pilots ; Blanc was master. The first names of those parties were
not remembered. J. C. Hines, the hospital steward, states that in

one of the Confederate hospitals at Shreveport, where he was sta-

tioned, there were 200 patients and that sickness prevailed to a con-

siderable extent in the Confederate Army. The statement of the
aforesaid three prisoners harmonized upon all material points, and
they further stated that the sentiment of the people, as far as they had
observed, in regard to the rebellion was divided, some looking upon
the Southern Confederacy as a failure and others expressing a wish to
continue the war.

All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

Allan Pinkerton.
Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Wood,

Provost-Marshal-General,
Military Div. of West Miss., New Orleans.

Order of Bri^adier-Oeneral Sherman, V. S. Army, to Assistant Quartermaster
Perkins, IT. S. Army, regardlni- measures for the capture of the crew of
the ram.

Headquarters Sotjthebn Division of LotnsiANA,
New Orleans, April ^6, 1865.

Captain : The brigadier-general commanding directs that you in-

struct the captain of the boat Colonel Chandler, hence for Fort Liv-
ingston, to be on the lookout for a party of the rebel crew of the ram
Webb, reported to have passed into the canal on their way to the Gulf,
near Fort Livingston. A guard of ten men from the Forty-sixth U. S.
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Colored Infantry will be ordered to report to you for duty on the boat
this trip. They will be relieved upon theij; return.

I am, sir, respectfully,

WiCKHAM HOFTMAN,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain F. W. Perkins,
Assistant Quartermaster.

Eeport of Acting Bear-Admlral Thatcher, 0. S. Navy, regarding the proposed
disposition of prisoners from the ram.

U. S. Flagship Glasgow,
New Orleans, La., April 26, 1865.

Sir : In my dispatch of the 24th instant, numbered 78, I had the
honor to report to the Department the circumstances attending the
running of the Red River blockade by the rebel ram W. H. Webb,
and of her destruction below this city.

The escaped prisoners were followed up by the navy, and by a
detachment of the army stationed near this city, with the following
results, viz: On the night of the 24th instant two prisoners were
captured near the spot of the destruction of the rebel ram, and on yes-

terday the following rebel officers surrendered as prisoners of war
to Acting Master Bowen Allen, who had been sent to pursue them
through the swamps, viz: Charles W. Read (her late captain).
Lieutenant W. H. Wall, Master S. P. Blanc, Passed MidsMpman
H. H. Scott, Assistant Surgeon W. J. Addison, Pilot James West.

I have directed that these officers and two of the crew, captured
on the 24th instant, be sent north as prisoners of war (the remainder
of the men will be confined on board one of our vessels here, and will

be s^nt north by the first opportunity unless claimed by the armv
to whom they surrendered) by the U. S. S. Florida, now about to sail

for New York, and delivered by Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Com-
mander William Budd, commanding the Florida, to the custody of
the commandant of the navj' yard at that port, or such persons as

he shall designate, reporting the same to the Department, together

with a correct list and description of her officers.

The crew of this Confederate vessel will undoubtedly all be cap-

tured, as those now at large are still believed to be lurking in the

swamps, and are closely pursued.

The engines of the Webb, as well as her chains, anchors, battery,

etc., will be saved in good order, and are apparently but little injured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Bear-Admiral, Commianding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Order of Brigadier-General Sherman, XT. S. Army, to the commanding officer at

Fort Livingston, for the interception of the escaping crew of the ram.

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, April '26. 1865.

Sir a party of about ten of the crew of the rebel ram Welh has

passed into the canal and it is supposed will attempt to escape into

the Gulf near Fort Livingston. You will make every effort to inter-

cept and capture them.
I am, sir, respectfully,

WiCKHAM Hoffman,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Captain Albert Loking, U. S. Army],
Commanding 0-fficer, Fort Livingston.

[Telegram.]

Fort Jackson, April £6, 1865.

(Keceived 9 a. m.)

Dispatch saying crew rebel ram had passed into canal 42 miles

below New Orleans received. Have sent to notify Fort Livingston.

A. J. Fitzwater,
Major, Commanding.

Major WiCKHAM Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Keport of Brigadier-General Sherman, U. S. Army, of the arrest of enlisted men
belonging to the crew of the ram.

Headquarters Southern Division of Louisiana,
New Orleans, April 26, 1865.

I have the honor to report the return of Capt. G. W. Curry, Tenth
Illinois Cavalry, who was sent with a squadron of cavalry night
before last to apprehend the refugees of the ram Wehh. He has
succeeded in arresting 26 of them, who I have ordered to be turned
over to the commissary of prisoners, they being all, as he informs me,
enlisted men. He has been directed to send a written report with
the descriptions of the men.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. W. Sherman,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Department of tJie Gulf.
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Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Lien-
tenant-Commander Budd, V. S. Havy, commanding: IT. S. S. Florida, for the
transportation to New York of officers of the ram.

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. H8 Canal street. New Orleans, April 26, 1865.

Sir: You will receive on board of the U. S. S. Florida, under
your command, the following rebel officers, recently of the Confed-
erate ram W. H. Wehb, destroyed by fire below the city, and deliver
them as prisoners of war to the custody of the commandant of the
na^'y yard. New York, or to such persons as he may designate.
You will take such measures for their safe keeping as your pru-

dence may suggest, forwarding to the Honorable Secretary of the
Navy, on your arrival, a correct list and description of these pris-
oners, together with a copy of this order.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. Commander Wm. Budd, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. S. Florida, New Orleans.

[Bnclosure.]

Descriptive list of prisoners, officers of the late C. 8. ram W. H. We6&, April
25, 1865.

Name.
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The darkness of the night, the great speed of the Webh, and the swift

current favored her escape at the mouth of Bed Eiver, where she was

seen but for a few minutes. The numerous transports and tradmg

steamboats constantly passing on this river, many of the latter oper-

ating up the tributaries (there are at this time fourteen of them up

the Yazoo with cotton permits) , favored her escape and prevented

her timely recognition by some of the gunboats of the two lower

divisions, in which there are but few vessels, as they are not needed

on that part of the river, owing to the number of army posts and

pickets below Baton Kouge.
.

Lieutenant-Commander Lull, finding that the river telegraph line

had been cut below Baton Kouge, sent a gunboat to DonaldsonviUe

with a telegram to the authorities at New Orleans announcing the

escape of the Webb, which, with another telegram to the same purport

from Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh, was sent by the inland tele-

graph line to New Orleans, and an answer received before 10 a. m.

the 24th. Ample notice was thus given of her approach and the

Webb was fired on by the men-of-war at New Orleans as she passed.

I enclose copies of the following reports, etc., in relation to this

affair, namely, (1) April 25, Lieutenant-Commander Fitzhugh; (2)

April 28, Lieutenant-Commander Grafton, enclosing reports from
Lieutenant-Commander Lull, Acting Volunteer Lieutenants Ely and

Wells, and Acting Master Adams (A. B. C. D.)
; (3) May 4, Lieu-

tenant-Commander Foster; (4) April 24, Lieutenant-Commander

Fitzhugh* to Colonel Fiske; (5) Colonel Fiske's telegram* to Gen-

eral Sherman at New Orleans, and (6) General Sherman's reply,

f

all dated April 24.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,

Acting Bear-Admiral, Comm-andinff Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enolosurea.]

U. S. S. OuACHrrA,
DonaldsonviUe, La., April 25, 1865.

SiK : I have to inform you that yesterday morning, just before day-

light, a white army tug was reported coming down the river, and some
time after the through packet Fashion. On boarding the latter the

officer learned that the rebel ram Webb had come out of Red River
and passed down. From the manner in which the information was
communicated the officer supposed the Webb had surrendered and
was on her way to New Orleans under guard. When it was reported

to me that the steamer first mentioned was the Webb, I supposed it

was a river boat of that name. On learning to the contrary, I sent

a dispatch to Colonel W. O. Fiske, commanding this post, informing
him of what had occurred and requesting him to telegraph immedi-
ately to the authorities at New Orleans, which he did, using the inland
line by way of Thibodeaux, and receiving an answer before 10 a. m.

This vessel was lying at the bank repairing her guard at the time
and I was necessarily somewhat delayed in getting underway, which

See p. 142. t See p. 143.
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I proceeded to do, feeling certain that if the Webb were in rebel
hands she could not pass New Orleans, and would probably not make
the attempt before night. Shortly after getting underway I was
notified that the Webb had landed "a party and cut the telegraph line
in one or more places, claiming to be a Federal vessel, and carrying
the United States flag at half-mast.
Arriving at New Orleans, I was stopped by the senior naval officer

present, who authorized me to proceed down after the Webb, which
was two hours in advance. About 15 miles below the city I learned
that the Webb had been blown up, but kept on, and presently saw
the Webb in flames and nearly destroyed. I then returned to this
point.

The Alexandria was lying this side of College Point, and the
Argosy at Bonnet Carre, 40 miles below, but neither of them sus-
pected the character of the Webb till some time after she had passed.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. E. FrrzHUGH,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy,

Comm,anding First District Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Kear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Sqxuidron.

U. S. S. Manhatian,
Oif Red River, April £8, 1865.

Sir: I arrived at this vessel on the evening of the 25th instant.

Enclosed I forward the report of Lieutenant-Commander Lull re-

garding the running of the blockade by the rebel steamer Webb, out
of Eed River. Sellable information has been received that the Webb
was run on shore and destroyed about 25 miles below New Orleans.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

Edw. C. Grafton,
Lieutenant-CorroTTMnder, Comm,anding Third District

Mississippi Squadron.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[ Snbeiiclosure9. ]

U. S. S. Tennessee,

Off Mouth Red River, April 28, 1865.

Sir: The accompanying reports of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
R. B. Ely, temporarily commanding the U. S. S. Manhattan, and of

Acting Master C. W. Adams, executive officer of this vessel, in

regard to the escape of the rebel ram Webb from Red River on the
night of the 23d instant, are respectfully forwarded.
I was temporarily absent with the tug Dahlia, having gone to

Morganza, and failing there, to Baton Rouge, for the purpose of

sending a telegraphic message to General Hurlbut for the purpose
of expediting the departure of dispatches from General Grant to

the rebel general, E. Kirby Smith, which dispatches were to be sent

by a rebel flag-of-truce boat, then lying at this point, or, rather,
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permission was to be obtained by her for the officer in charge of the

dispatches to proceed to Shreveport with them. I reached Baton

Rouge at about 1.30 a. m. of Monday, proceeded at once to the

telegraph office, but the operator was unable to get a response from

the other end. I went to a hotel to await an answer, and in about one

hour afterwards the commanding officer of the tug Hyacinth, sta-

tioned at Bayou Sara, came down and reported to me that a suspi-

cious vessel had passed Bayou Sara, followed some distance behind

by the gunboat Fort Hindman. The suspicious vessel had carried

ordinary lights and had not attracted attention until the arrival

of the Fort Hindman in chase, when the commanding officer of the

Choctaw concluded the chase was the Webh. She had passed very

rapidly, so much so that the Choctaw, lying at that point, deemed
pursuit entirely useless, and the Fort Hindman was so far behind

that she also gave up the chase. On receiving this report I immedi-

ately repaired on board the U. S. S. General Price, and there learned

that a vessel bearing the description of the Webi had passed down,
showing an ordinary transport's lights, but having no suspicions of

what she was the officer of the deck had not reported her to the

commanding officer.

While I was still on board the General Price, an army transport

arrived with a dispatch from Lieutenant-Commander Foster, stating

that the Wehl) was supposed to have escaped. I proceeded with the

army officer who bore the message to the headquarters of the com-
manding general, and from there to the telegraph officer to get the

message to New Orleans and intermediate points, if possible; found
that no communication could be had, and concluded, as afterwards
proved to be true, that the wires had been cut.- Acting Volunteer
Lieutenant Wells, of the General Price, then proposed to start with
his vessel to send the messages from the first point where communi-
cation could be had, and also to overtake the Weih, in case she
had stopped at any point below, which I approved, and he started

at once.

I enclose a letter received from him, showing how he executed his
mission.

I believe that it was owing to his dispatch, sent in a roundabout
way from Donaldsonville to New Orleans, that the vessels at that
point were apprised of the approach of the Webh. After dispatch-
ing the General Price, I returned to this point as soon as possible,
fearing that the rebel ironclad Missouri might also have come out of
Red River.

The Webb is well known to have been capable of enormous speed
for short distances, probably as great as 25 miles an hour downstream,
or even more, and I conclude from the reports of those who saw her
passing various points _that she, in every case where she had a dan-
gerous point to pass, ran her steam up to a high pressure for the spurt.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Edwd. p. Lull,
Lieutenant-Commander, Comdg. fro tern

3d Div. Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Edwd. C. GRArroN,
Commanding Third District Mississippi Sguadron.
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U. S. Monitor Manhatpan,
Off Red River, April 26, 1865.

Sir : I have to report that on the evening of the 23d instant, this
vessel being anchored about one-fourth of a mile below the mouth
of Eed Eiver and near the western bank of the Mississippi, at 8 : 45
a dense cloud of black smoke was discovered by the officer of the
deck (Acting Ensign C. H. Sinclair) coming out of the mouth of
Ked River. This officer at once beat to quarters. In one minute
from the time the gong was first struck the crew were at their quar-
ters, the port chain slipped, hatches closed, shackle off the starboard
chain, and the ship ready for action. The smoke was now seen to be
that of a vessel coming out of Eed River and within 500 yards of
this vessel, off the starboard bow, and going full speed down the
river. I fired the howitzer to bring her to, and at once ordered the
XV-inch guns to be trained at the strange vessel, the guns at the
time being trained on the port beam. The turret was immediately
revolved, and No. 1 gun was fired, as soon as it could be brought to

bear, at the stranger, then only distinguishable in the darkness by
the black smoke off our starboard quarter. I am not able to state

whether this shot took effect or not.

Knowing that it would be useless to follow so swift a vessel with
the Manhattan and believing that the rebel ironclad Missouri would
soon follow the strange vessel, which I believed to be the Weii, I

thought it advisable to remain at the mouth of Red River in readiness

to attack her.

As soon as the XV-inch gun had been fired, I made, by Coston
signals, General Signal No. 570, " Strange vessel in sight, positively

an enemy." I received answer from the Lafayette No. 4 "Act on
your discretion," and immediately afterwards No. 83 "Are you in

want of assistance ? " I answered. No. 75, " Yes."

I then threw up one rocket to alarm the vessels below, and in a

few minutes afterwards I fired two more in quick succession. In

the meantime the U. S. S. Gazelle, which vessel had been lying off

Hog Point, La.,* had got underway and was coming alongside. As
soon as she was within hail, I told her commanding officer that the

Wehh had run down the river and ordered him to report the fact

at once to Captain Foster, and say to him that I awaited his further

orders. As soon as the Gazelle had made her report, the U. S.

steamers Lafayette, Vindicator, and Lexington got underway and

stood down the river.' The U. S. steamers Gazelle, Samson, and

Champion were ordered by Captain Foster to anchor near me, and

I was ordered to remain where I was and look out for the Missouri.

Having ordered all the vessels to be ready for instant action, at

II p. m. 1 beatthe retreat, keeping our watch at their quarters for the

remainder of the night. Nothing further, however, of importance

occurred.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

Robert B. Ely,

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding Manhattan pro tem.

Lieutenant-Commander E. P. Lull,
Commanding Third District, Mississippi Squadron.

*About 2 miles below mouth of Red River.

N W B ^VOL 22 11
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U. S. S. General Price,

Oif Bayou Sara, Miss. [Za.], April 26, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to inform you that the Webb cut all the

wires on the east side of the river al>ove New Orleans. I sent your

dispatches from Donaldsonville by the way of Thibodeaux. Ascer-

taining by telegraph that the Wehb had not passed [New] Orleans, I

kept on after Captain Fitzhugh, who was down river. Twenty miles

above [New] Orleans I met the Argosy, bound up, Captam Morong,

commanding; that ship informed me that the squadron at [New]

Orleans had fired into the Webb as she passed, but she went by.

Twenty-five miles below [New] Orleans she met the sloop of war
Richmond, ready to receive her, and after receiving one broadside

from that ship, the captain of the Webb ran her into the bank and

blew her up, all the crew escaping except three, who were captured.

I send this, together with a telegraphic dispatch, by the tug from this

place, which leaves in a few minutes.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. K. Wells,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Edward P. Lull,
Lieutenant Commander, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Third Division.

U. S. Ironclad Tennessee,

Oif Mouth of Red River, April 29, 1865.

Sib: I have the honor' to make the following report

:

During your temporary absence in the tug Dahlia on Sunday, April

23, at 8 : 50 p. m., it was reported to me from the officer of the deck,

Acting Ensign Ajidrew A. Ward, that there was black smoke at the

mouth of Red River. I immediately went on deck and distinguished
the smoke as coming from some vessel that was proceeding at great
rate down the Mississippi River.
The U. S. monitor Manhattan, lying near the mouth of Red River,

blew two whistles for the strange vessel to heave to, but not comply-
ing, the Manhattan fired the howitzer. I immediately went to quar-
ters, finding the stranger did not stop, and gave orders to spread
fires and stand by to slip our cables. v7e were all ready for action
inside of two minutes, but as we were lying close to the eastern bank
of the river, we could not bring a gun to bear before the stranger was
out of our reach. I have every reason to believe the strange vessel was
the rebel ram Webb, and as we were not equal to the task of overtak-
ing her, I remained at my station, to be in readiness for the rebel iron-
clad Missouri, thinking she might com? out. It was impossible for us
to discover any steamer through the darkness, as the stranger was
close to the western bank of the river, shielded from our sight by the
shade of the trees. The course of the stranger could only be followed
by the dense column of black smoke as it rose above the trees.

The Manhattan fired a XV-inch at the stranger, but it did not have
the desired effect. At 9 : 10 the U. S. steamers Lafayette and Vindi-
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cator passed down the river in chase. The crew slept at their quar-
ters during the night. Nothing else of importance occurred.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

Chas. W. Adams,
Acting Master and Executive Ofjicer.

Lieutenant-Commander E. P. Lull,
Commanding Third Division pro tern.

U. S. S. Lafayette,
Of Mouth of Red River, May 4, 1865.

Sir : I regret very much to inform you that on the night of the 23d
ultimo the rebel steamer Wehh came out of the mouth of Red River,
passing through the thii:d, second, and first districts of the Mississippi

Squadron. When she came out she was running at a speed of 25 or
30 miles an hour. I have no doubt that the boats placed at the mouth
of Red River did their duty to the best of their ability.

On discovering the smoke in the mouth of Red River, I imme-
diately ordered every pound of steam that they could carry to be got-

ten up on the U. S. steamers Lafayette and Lexington. Both vessels

were ready for action in thirty seconds. Immediately on the signal

being made I got underway in the Lafayette and pursued the Wehh
as far as Bayou Sara, a distance of 40 miles.

On my arrival at Morganza I tried to telegraph to New Orleans,

but the wires were out of order and I could not. I immediately pro-

ceeded down the river as far as the Choctaw, and there learned that

Mr. Muncy had sent a dispatch to Baton Rouge by a transport. I also

sent a dispatch by tug to Captain Lull, who was at Baton Rouge, tell-

ing him to telegraph to New Orleans immediately.
Finding it useless to pursue any farther I returned to my district.

I gave orders to the Tennessee and Manhattan to keep a strict guard
on the mouth of Red River to prevent any other vessel attempting to

run out.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ja8. p. Foster,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy, Comdg. Fourth Dist.

Mississippi River.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Commodore Palmer, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Crosby, U. S. Navy, to

graard the channel off 7ort V-otnain. against the entrance of the ram.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,

Off Mohile, Ala., April £5, 1865.

Sir: The rebel ram Wehh having run out of Red River and passed

the city of New Orleans, it is thought she may possibly make for this

bay. You will, therefore, proceed with the vessel under your com-
mand to the channel off Fort Morgan, taking with you the Chickasaw
and Itasca. Should, however, the Chickasaw not be able to get out,
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you '«nll take in her stead the Genesee, and cooperate with the fort

in her destruction. Instruct the commanding officer of the Itasca and,

if necessary, the Genesee to accompany you.

Very respectfully,
J. S. Palmer,

Commodore, Commanding First Division West Gulf Squadron-

Commander Peirce CROSBr,
Commanding V. S. S. Metacomet, off Mobile, Ala.

Eeport of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, TT. S. Navy, regarding contract mad*
for the wrecking of the ram.

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. H8 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., April 26, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that I have con-

tracted on behalf of the United States with Mr. Spencer Field, of the

diving bell boat company of New Orleans, for the wrecking of the

late Confederate steamer William H. Webb, the wreck of which is a

priz6 to the Navy, one-half of the property saved to the Government
and the other half to the salvors, all expenses to be paid by the latter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. GmEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Steaker City of Cairo,
Cairo, April 29, 1865, 6:30 p. m.

(Received 30th.)

At 9 a. m. on the morning of the 23d instant the rebel ram Webb
ran out of Red River, passing all our gunboats and ironclads at the
mouth

;
passed down the Mississippi at great speed. Lieutenant-Com-

mander Foster, on gunboat Lafayette, started in pursuit, followed by
the ram Vindicator. The Webb came near destroying the steamer
Saratoga. The object is to destroy all boats south of Red River and
then escape to the Gulf. She is very fast, built in New York, and is

a seagoing vessel. The telegraph was destroyed below Baton Rouge,
so that she would arrive at New Orleans without notification. I left

Helena on the morning of 28th. No boat from New Orleans for two
days. The Sultana was last boat. I will be in St. Louis to-morrow
evening.

A. McD. McCooK,
Majar-General.

Major-General John Pope.
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Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to a hoard of olflcera for a
survey of premises in New Orleans injured hy shots fired at the ram.

U. S. Naval Headqtjahtees,
No. H8 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., April 27, 1865.

Gentlemen: You are hereby appointed a board to survey the
premises in the lower part of the city of New Orleans damaged by a
10-inch shot from the Port Royal while firing at the rebel ram Wehh
on the 24th instant.

You will make an estimate of the amount to be paid for the dam-
ages sustained and report to me in duplicate.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Captain T. P. Greene, U. S. Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander Bancroft Gherardi, U. S. Navy.
Fleet Carpenter Geo. E. Btjrcham, U. S. Navy,

Beport of board of ofAcers of a survey of premises in New Orleans injured hy
shots fired at the ram-

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
New Orleans, May 2, 1865.

Sir : In obedience to the accompanying order we have surveyed the
premises therein mentioned and find the house of H. Eckluanand
injured by the shot fired at the rebel ram Weih, passing through the

chimney and roof and out at the opposite end of the building, just

under the eaves. Fifty dollars would, in our estimation, repair the

damage done. The house of John Garity was injured by the same
shot, which entered the house through the roof, carrying away the

main beam on which the rafters rest, passing through a partition in

the room below, carrying away the tester of a bed, and passing out

through the side of the house, throwing down some 6 or 8 feet of

wall. One hundred and fifty dollars would, in our estimation, repair

the damage done said house.

Very respectfully,
Theo. p. Greene,

Captain.

Bancroft Gherardi,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Geo. E. Burcham,
Carpenter, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Com/manding West Gulf Squadron.
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Letter from the Acting: Secretary of the Navy to Actlngr Rear-Admiral Thatcher,

IT. S. Navy, regrardlng claims for damagres from shots flred at the ram.

Navt Depaktment, June 2, 1865.

Sie: The Department has received your letter of the 6th ultimo

(No. 99), in relation to the damage done to the property of individ-

uals by shots fired at the rebel steamer Webl).

Claims for damages so caused can not be adjudicated and settled,

either by the commander of the squadron or the Department, and the

claimants must apply to some other tribunal or to Congress.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. V. Fox,
Acting Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Eear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.

Order of Captain Greene, V. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer Llentenant-Commander
Smith, TJ'. S. Navy, for the transportation to Philadelphia prisoners from the
ram.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
West Gulf Squadron, off Mobile Bay, Ala., May 18, 1865.

Snt : You will receive on board the U. S. S. Bermuda, under your
command, the following-named prisoners of war from the late rebel
ram Weii, and convey them to Philadelphia, retaining them on board
until you receive orders from the honorable Secretary of the Navy
for the disposition to be made of them

:

A. B. Dubrock, signal operator; J. W. Billups, master's mate;
L. M. Darr [Duer ?], signal operator; Benj. S. Lewis, master's mate;
Geo. R. Marsh, third assistant engineer; Thos. B. Travers, gunner;
"Wm. Smith, second assistant engineer ; Jos. F. Walters, third assist-
ant engineer; Harry S. Lewis, third assistant engineer; John Lewis,
pilot ; A. P. Ritchard, carpenter without appointment ; J. B. Hunter,
second-class fireman.

Very respectfully,

Theo. p. Greene,
Captain, Commanding Naval Forces, New Orleans.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Smith,
Commanding V. S. S. Bermuda.

Abstract log: of the TJ. S. S, Lackawanna, Captain George P. Emmons,. IT. S. Navy,
commanding.

A-pril Si, 1865.—Off New Orleans, La. At 9 a. m. received in-
formation of a rebel ram coming down the river. Cleared away
battery and loaded with solid shot. At 12:30 p. m. rebel ram
William H. Weib came down the river. Opened on her with solid
shot, four of which struck. Ossipee, Pembina, and Port Royal also
opened fire on her. Hollyhock and Florida went in pursuit. At
3: 45 p. m. the Ouachita (tinclad), of Admiral Lee's fleet, came down
the river, reporting the William H. Webb having passed, and was
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ordered down in chase, though three and one-half hours astern of
her. At 7 p. m. Hollyhock and Florida returned, announcing the
burning and destruction of the William II. Webb.
Apru 25.—Sent men aboard Hollyhock to wreck the William II.

Webb. At 8 p. m. Hollyhock returned with wrecking party and six
prisoners, who were transferred to the Richmond.

Al>stract lotr of the V. S. S. Richmond, Captain Theodore P. Greene, IT. S. Navy,
commanding.

AprU 22, 1865.—In Mobile Bay and to sea.

Ajml 23.—Crossed the bar at South "West Pass and stood up the
Mississippi River and anchored above Quarantine.

I April 24.—^Anchored to repair engine at 12 : 30 p. m. At 2 p. m.
a suspicious looking side-wheel steamer, with no colors, came in
sight around a point on our starboard bow. Seeing this vessel,

stranger, put back behind the point and fired three guns. Went to

feneral quarters. Strange steamer was then run on shore, set on
re, and abandoned. Proved to be the rebel ram William H. Webb.

Steamer Hollyhock came down the river ; spoke us and informed us
that the Webb ran out of Red River last night, passing through our
fleet at the mouth of that river and at New Orleans without injury.

At 4:25 p. m. the Webb blew up. Picked up 11 bales of floating

cotton.

April 25.—8 to midnight: The following officers, belonging to the

rebel ram Webb, were brought on board from the Lackawanna : Lieu-

tenant C. W. Read, commanding ram ; Lieutenant W. H. Wall, Master
S. P. Blanc, Passed Midshipmaii H. H. Scott, Assistant Surgeon
W. J. Addison, Pilot James West.
AprU ^7.^-Sent rebel prisoners to Florida for passage North.

Florida stood down river.

Ahstract log of the V. S. S. Florida, Acting Volnnteer Lieutenant William Bndd,

IT. S. Navy, commanding.

April 24, 1865.—Off New Orleans, La. At 11 : 45 flagship signaled

for the fleet to be at quarters. At 12 m. a steamer passed down the,

river and was fired at by the vessels lying upstream. As soon as

she passed us she hoisted the rebel colors, and in a few moments was

lost to sight around the bend. 2 : 30 p. m., in obedience to orders

from the flagship, slipped port chain and hove up starboard anchor

and steamed down the river in chase of the Confederate steamer

WUliam H. Webb. At 4 p. m. met the U. S. S. Hollyhock, who re-

ported the William H. Webb run on shore by the U. S. S. Richmond,

Saw the Webb on shore and on fire. Turned around and steamer!

back toward New Orleans. At 4 : 30 p. m. saw the rebel steamer

William H. Webb blow up. At 7:20 arrived at levee. New Orleans.

April 25.—9 p. m. Henry Heine and Charles Preston, prisoners of

war, were received from the U. S. S. Lackawanna.
April 27.—11 a. m. got underway and steamed down the river.

May 6.—^Arrived at New York yard.
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May 5.—At 2 : 30 p. m. sent Lieutenant Commanding Read, Lieuten-

ant Wall, Master Blanc, Surgeon Addison, and Midshipman Scott,

officers of the Confederate steamer William H. Webb and prisoners

of war, to the military authorities.

Report of lieutenant Read, C. S. Navy, commanding: C. S. S. WllUam H. Webb.

C. S. S. Webb,
Alexandria, Red River, April S2, 1865.

Sir: In pursuance of the instructions given me by you, I have

reported, together with the officers ordered with me, to Lieutenant

Commanding Jonathan H. Carter for duty on this vessel. AcGord-

int'ly I took command of this ship, relieving Lieutenant Command-

ing J. L. Phillips on the 31st ultimo. On assuming command I

found the vessel totallv unprepared for the service upon which I was

ordered to take her, without a single gun on board, little or no crew,

no fuel, and no small arms, save a few cutlasses, and as the vessel was

some eighty miles below Shreveport on her way here, I wa.s obliged

to return to the first-named place, where I expected to obtain all my
wants from General Kirby Smith, commanding this department. I

was not deceived in my hopes of General Smith's assistance, that

general immediately issuing orders for every facility to be given me
toward the fitting out of the vessel.

From him I procured one 30-pounder Parrott for a bow pivot, and

two small iron 12-pounders, that may serve me in bringing to vessels,

etc. Carpenters were obtained and hastened in their work, as the

rapid fall in this river made me apprehensive of serious impediment

to the future execution of my instructions. On returning down the

river I filled up every available place in the ship with wood, not find-

ing more than one day's coal, which, together with the wood, will

give me fuel for about five days. I have likewise taken on board
190 bales of cotton, which serves as a very efficient shield to the

machinery, backed, as it is, by 12 inches of pine bulkhead, entirely

surrounding the engine room. The great amount of wood I have been

obliged to stow, with the cotton, causes an average draft of 9^ feet

—

about 2 feet more than when light. This increase in depth immerges
the buckets on the wheel so much as to enforce the necessity of lifting

^rnuch weight in the passage of the buckets from the water up, thus
impeding the progress of the vessel a little, which could be gotten
over had I the time to shift the buckets a few inches farther up the
wheel arms. Accompanying is a roll of the officers and men now on
board. I regret the necessity of leaving without Lieutenants Eoby
and McDermett and Assistant Paymaster Vasser, who have not yet
reported, though long since ordered.

I hav6 but two engineers understanding the machinery of the ves-

sel, and two young third assistants whom I can not trust alone in the
engine room for some time as yet ; the two former will therefore be
obliged to remain on watch whilst going out and whilst the double
engines are unconnected, it not being advisable to work them con-
nected when there exists a probability for rapid maneuvering.
When going through Mobile I applied to Flag-Officer Farrand for

two engineers, there then being several on no important duty, but
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that officer showed so little disposition to grant my request that I was
obliged to proceed without them, notwithstanding that Mr. Frick,
chief engineer of station, informed me that those for whom I had
applied could easily be spared. Thus apprised of my condition, you
will be enabled to better account for any accident that may result
from the step I propose taking to-night, starting from this point
down, so as to reach the mouth of the Ked in time to commence the
downward passage of the Mississippi to-morrow about 8 p. m. Off
the mouth of the Red lies the Tennessee, Manhattan (monitor), and
Lafayette, ironclads, and one boiler-iron plated gunboat, the Gazelle.
The distance from the mouth of the Eed to the mouth of the Missis-
sippi is about 300 miles, and at regular distances in most of this
length there are one or two of the enemy's gunboats. To be the first

to notify these of my approach is my chief aim; toward effecting this

I have arranged with General Thomas to cut the wires as far down
as Plaquemine by 8 p. m. to-morrow. I shall myself cut the wires
below that place, and shall take every precaution to prevent the
forts (Jackson and St. Philip) from bein^ informed- of my move-
ments, as these formidable fortifications will have to be passed
in daylight. As I will have to stake ever3rthing upon speed and time,

I will not attack any vessel in the passage unless I perceive a possi-

bility of her arresting my progress. In this event I am prepared
with five torpedoes (100 pounds), one of which I hold shipped on
its pole on the bows. The cipher key to my future communications
with you has been placed in the hands of Lieutenant Commanding
Jonathan Carter, who will forward the same. I must acknowledge
the readiness with which Lieutenant Commanding Carter has an-

swered to my applications for assistance.

T am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. W. Read,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Hon. S. R. Mallory,
Secretary of Navy.

Captain Carter had in view sometime since the movements which
I now propose to make. He had the torpedoes completed, and the

lumber to make the necessary bulkheads was being sawed. These
preparations were of great assistance to me.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. W. Read,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

[Enclosure.]

C. S. S. Webb,
Alexandria, La., April 22, 1865.

A correct list of the officers and men attached to this vessel

:

First Lieutenant Charles W. Read, commanding; First Lieutenant

W. H. Wall, Master S. P. Blanc, Passed Midshipman H. H. Scott, As-

sistant Surgeon W. J. Addison, Gunner T. B. Travers ; Acting Mas-
ter's Mates J, W. Billups, B. Lewis; Acting Boatswain George Hale,

Second Assistant Engineer William Smith; Third Assistant Engi-

neers' George Marsh, H. S. Lewis, Joseph F. Walters; Pilots John
Lewis, J. W. West; Signal Operators L. M. Duer[?], A. Dubrock.



170 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADBON.

CreM).—William Biggio, Q. M. ; H. Oliver, Q. M. ; J. Kelly, Q. M.

;

J. C. Osborne, S. Stew. ; C3iarles Rook, W. R. C. ; W. Taffe, W. R. S.

;

John Cox, S. Stew.; M. Hyde, mate; W. J. Turner, fireman; J. C.
Hmiter, fireman; P. McLaughlin, fireman; J. Brigham, O. S.

;

S. Sheffield, O. S.; B. Murphy, fireman ; J. Berthard, fireman; E.
Bumes, C. H.; J. Keith, O. S.; J. S. McDonald, C. H.; W. R. Davis,

Lds. ; T. C. Rice, Lds. ; J. H. Jemigan, Lds. ; L. Williams, Lds. ; G. W.
Rouse, C. H.; Charles Preston, Lds.; J. W. Fletcher, Lds.; N. B.
Harper, Lds. ; T. J. Thompson, Lds. ; L. McQueen, Lds. ;A. H. Thurs-
ton, Lds. ; J. N. Cornelius, C. H. ; J. H. Chambers, Lds. ; D. A. Mor-
gan, M. at A.; W. A. Hancock, C. H.; J. W. Hall, Lds.; A. Wise,
Lds. ; M. Davis, Lds. ; Thomas Moore, Lds. ; G. H. Davis, Lds. ; G. B.
Haitly, Lds.; A. P. Haynes, S. S.; H. Hines, 1st C. B. ; G. A. Walker,
Lds. ; R. W. Moffitt, Lds. ; J. M. Taylor, Lds. ; J. P. Anderson, Lds.

;

B. F. McDaniel, Lds. : N. B. Riggins, Lds. ; G. R. McDaniel, Lds.

;

H. O. Dunham, Lds. ; J. S. Stewart, Lds. ; E. Richards, C. M.

Seport of Lienteaant Carter, C. S. Navy, regarding the departure of the ram
from Alexandria, La.

C. S. S. MissorrBi,

Alexandria, La., April 28, 1865,

SiB : I have the honor to state that the C. S. S. Wehb, commanded
by Lieutenant C. W. Read, left this place at 4 a. m. on the 23d instant
for the purpose of proceeding to sea via New Orleans. I have since
learned that she succeeded in passing New Orleans, but 24 miles below
that place she met the U. S. S. Richmond. The Richmond fired a
broadside into the Webh, when Lieutenant Read ran the latter vessel
into the left bank, set her on fire, and succeeded in escaping, with all

of his officers and crew except two of the latter, who were captured
by the enemy. The vessel was a total loss. No further information
has reached me.
The Missouri is still at this place, but as the military authorities

manifest a disposition to abandon lower Red River I shall be com-
pelled, perhaps, to move up the river. It is my present intention
to select some point above, where the river is narrow, and where the
Missouri will be much more formidable than she is at this place.
The surrender of General Lee has produced some demoralization

in this Department, but I am gratified to state that it is limited to
those who are not in the Army.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. Cabter,
Lieutenant, Commanding Naval Defenses,

t-r r^ -^ -.^ Western Louisiana.
Hon. S. R. Mallory,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Executive Order revoking all restrictions on commercial intercourse.

Executive Chamber,
Washington^ Apiil 2,9, 1865.

Being desirous to relieve all loyal citizens and well-disposed per-
sons residing in insurrectionary States from unnecessary commercial
restrictions, and to encourage them to return to peaceful pursuits; it
is hereby ordered

:

1. That all restrictions upon internal, domestic, and coastwise com-
mercial intercourse be discontinued in such parts of the States of
Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Flor-
ida, Alabama, Mississippi, and so much of Louisiana as lies east of
the Mississippi River, as shall be embraced within the lines of
national military occupation, excepting only such restrictions as are
imposed by acts of Congress and regulations in pursuance thereof,
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and approved by the
President; and excepting, also, from the effect of this order the fol-
lowing articles, contraband of war, to wit

:

Arms, ammunition, all articles from which ammunition is manu-
factured, gray uniforms and cloth, locomotives, cars, railroad iron,
and machmery for operating railroads, telegraph wire, insulators,
and instruments for operating telegraphic lines.

2. That all existing military and naval orders, in any manner re-
stricting internal, domestic, and coastwise commercial intercourse
and trade with or in the localities above named, be, and the same are
hereby revoked ; and that no military or naval officer, in any manner,
interrupt or interfere with the same, or with any boats or other
vessels engaged therein, under proper authority, pursuant to, the
regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury.

Andrew Johnson.
Officially copied, respectfully furnished, by the direction of the

President, to the honorable the Secretary of the Navy for his infor-

mation and guidance.
W. A. Browning,

Private Secretary.
Executive Office", May 1, 1865.

List of vessels of the West Gulf Squadron, May 1, 1865.

Name. No.
guns.

Class. CommandlDg oflQcer. Present duty or station.

Albatross
Althea
Andeison, W. O
Antona
Arkansas
Aroostook
Arthur
Bloomer

Bobio
Bucktbom
Carrabasset
Cayuga
Cbarlotte

Cbickasaw
Chocura
Cincinnati
Comubia

Screw
....do
Bark
Screw
....do
....do
Bark ,

Paddle whl

Brig
Screw ,

Sternwheel
Screw
Schooner .

.

Ironclad
Screw
Ironclad...
Paddle whl

Llent. Comdr. C. S. Norton ..

Actg. Ensign F. A. G. Bacon.

.

Actg. Master H. Tibbits
Ac^.Vol. Lieut. J. F. Harden.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. D. Gate
Lieut. Comdr. Jos. S. Skerrett.
Actg. Master J. E. Stannard.

.

Actg. Master's Mate A. Whit-
ing.

Actg. MasterW.M. Stannard.
Actg. Ensign F. Ellms
Actg. Vol. Lieut. E. Leonard .

.

Lieut. Comdr. H.Wilson
Actg. Master's Mate A. Whit-

ing.
Lieut.Comdr.Geo.H.Perkins.
Lieut. Comdr.R.W.Meade, jr.

Lieut. Comdr. Geo. Brown
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. A. John-
stone.

Coast of Texas.
Sunk in Blakely River.
Off Mobile.
Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.

Do.
Pensacola Bay.
East Pass, Pensacola Bay.

Pensacola Bay.
Mobile.
Berwick Bay.
Coast of Texas.
East Pass, Pensacola Bay.

MobUe.
New Orleans.
Alabama River.
Coast of Texas.
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List of vessels of the West Ovlf Squadron, May 1, i555—Continued.

Name.

Corypbeus

Cowslip
Dinsmore, A . .

.

Elk
Estrella
Fearnot
Fort Gaines—
Fort Jackson...
Genesee
Gertrude
Glasgow
Glide
Grand Gulf ....

Hollyhock
Ida
Jasmine
J. P. Jackson..
Kanawha
Katahdin
Kennebec
Kickapoo
Kittatinny
J.C. Kuhn
Lackawanna.

.

Metacomet
Meteor

Milwankee
Narcissus
New London..
Nyanza
Octorara
Oneida
Osage
Ossipee
Owasco

Pampero

Pembina
Penobscot

Penguin
Pink
Pinola
Pocahontas . .

.

Port Koyal
Portsmouth...
Potomac
Preston

Princess Royal
Quaker City ..

Richmond
Rodolph
Rose
Sam Houston .

Sciota
Sebago

Selma

Seminole
Stockdale

Tallahatchie,

.

Trefoil
Tritonia
Vincennes
Virginia
Winnebago . .

.

Wood, M. A

No.
guns.

3
4
6
B

None
4
U
8
8
2
6

11
3
2
2
6
4
3
6
8
6
6
14
10

Class.

Schooner...

Paddle whl.
Screw
Stem wheel.
Paddle whl.
Ship
Stemwheel.
Paddle whl.
....do
Screw
Paddle whl.
Stemwheel.
Screw
Paddle whl.
Screw

do
Paddle whl.
Screw

do
do

Ironclad
Schooner...
Bark
Screw
Paddle whl.
Stemwheel.

Ironclad....
Screw

do
Paddle whl.
....do
Screw
Ironclad
Screw ,

do

Ship

Screw

.

do.

do ,

do
do
do

Paddle whl.
Sloop
Frigate
Screw

do
Paddle whl.
Screw ,

Stemwheel
Screw
Schooner . .

.

Screw ,

Paddle whl

.do.

Screw
Stem wheel

....do
Screw
Paddle whl
Sloop
Screw
Ironclad...

Schooner

.

Commanding officer.

Actg. Master and Pilot J. H.
CoUins.

Actg. Master W. T. Bacon. . .

.

Aetg.Vol.Llent. M. B.Crowell.
Actg. Vol. Lieut N. Klrby....
Actg. MasterG . P. Pomeroy . .

.

Actg. Master A. Rich
Actg. Master J. R. Hamilton.

.

Capt. B. F. Sands
Lieut. Comdr. J. Irwin
Actg.Vol.Lleut.Beni.C.Dean.
Actg. Master E. Kemble
Actg. Master L. 8. Fickett . . .

.

Com.J.Downea
Pilot Benj.Tarbell

Actg. Ensign F. J. Brenton...
Lieat. Comdr. A. R. Yates
Lieut. Comdr. B. B. Taylor
Ueut. Comdr. C. H . Greene . .

.

Lieut. Comdr. T. Abbot
Lieut. Comdr. M. P. Jones
Actg. Ensign N. J. Blasdell . .

.

Actg. Master G. F. Wilklns. .

.

Capt, Qua. F. Emmons
Comdr. P. Crosby
Actg.Vol. Lieut. Comdr. T. B.
DuBols.

Actg. Master W. Harcourt
Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. Godfrey .

.

Actg.Vol.Ueut.C. A.BouteUe

.

Lieut. Comdr. W. W. Low
Comdr. T. H. Stevens

Comdr. Wm.E. LeRoy
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr. L.

W^ Pennington.
Actg. Master OliverColbum .

.

Lieut. Comdr. J. G, Maxwell

.

Lieut. Comdr. A. E. K. Ben-
ham.

Actg.VoL Lieut Jas.R. Beers.
Actg. Master S. Belden
Lieut Comdr. H. Erben
Lieut. Comdr. R. R. Wallace.

.

Lieut. Comdr. B. Gherardi
Lieut. Comdr. S. B. Franklin.
Comdr. A. Gibson
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jas. R,
Wheeler.

Comdr. M. B. Woolsey
Comdr. Wm. F. Spicer
Capt T. P.Greene ,

Actg. Ensign W. D. Maddocks.
Actg. Vol. Lieut and PUot
M. Freeman.

Actg.Vol, LieutJ.W.Magune

.

Lieut. Comdr. D. B. Harmony.

Actg. Vol. Lieut Felix Mc-
Curley,

Comdr. A. O. Clary
Actg. Vol. Lieut Thos. Ed-
wards.

Actg. Master T, J, Llnnekin.

.

Actg. Master C. C. Wells
Actg.Vol, Lieut Oeo.Wiggin
Actg,Vol,Lieut.Wm.M'01oin
Actg.Vol. Lieut C. H.Brown
Lieut. Comdr.W. A. Elrkland

Actg. Master A. C. Starrett

Present duty or station.

Off Dog River Bay.

New Orleans.
Coast of Texas,
Selma,
New Orleans,

Do,
Lake Pontchartrain.
Off Galveston, Tex.
Off Mobile.
Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.
Berwick Bay.
Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.
Sunk off Mobile.
Fensacola Bay.
Mississippi Sound.
Coast ofTexas.
New Orleans.
Coast of Texas.
Mohlle.
Feasacola Bay.

Do.
New Orleans.
Off Mobile.
Blakely River.

Sunk in Blakely River.
Fensacola Navy Yard.
Coast of Texas.
Selma,
Tombigbee River.
Coast of Texas.
Sunk in Blakely River,
New Orleans,
Coast of Texas,

South West Pass, Mississippi
River,

New Orleans,
Coast of Texas.

Do.
Off Mobile.
Coast of Texas.
New Orleans.

Do.
Do.

Fensacola Bay.
Coast of Texas

Do.
New Orleans.

Do,
Sunk in Blakely River.
Mobile.
Mobile Bay.

Sunk off MobUe.
Junction of Tombigbee and
Alabama rivers.

New Orleans.

Coast of Texa&
Mobile.

Do.
Mobile Bay.
Off Mobile.
Off Ship Island.
Coast of Texas.
Junction of Tombigbee and
Alabama rivers.

Mobile Bay.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to Commander
Le Roy, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Ossipee, to proceed to
MohUe Bay.

t
, f

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. 148 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., May 1, 18G6.

Sir: You will proceed with the U. S. S. Ossipee, under your com-
mand, to Mobile Bay and report your arrival to the commander in
chief of the West Gulf Squadron.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Commander Wm. E. Le Eoy, U. S. Navy,
Commianding U. S. S. Ossipee, New Orleans, La.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, announcing
the arrival at Pensacola of the U. S. S. R. R. Guyler in disabled
condition.

No. 84.] West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off City of Mobile, May 2, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report to the Department the arrival at
Pensacola on the 23d ultimo of the U. S. S. R. R. Cuyler, in a com-
pletely disabled condition.

I forward herewith (marked Nos. 1 and 2) copies* of the reports of
Commander Caldwell and his chief engineer, in order that the De-
partment may perceive what dependence can be placed upon this
vessel as an effective cruiser in the West Gulf Squadron.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,
U. S. Navy, regarding the reduction of force in the West Gulf
Squadron.

Navy Department, May 3, 1865.

Sib: Movements in the Southwest indicate that Galveston may be
soon surrendered without a conflict, in which case there will be no
necessity for maintaining the present large force in the Gulf. The
moment that Galveston comes into our possession, whether by surren-

der or otherwise, you will send home one-half of your squadron,
selecting for the purpose those most in need of repairs.

There are doubtless many volunteer officers in the squadron who
wish to resign, and many men whose times are nearly up. You will

select these, as far as practicable, to bring home the vessels. Of the

Not necessary to publish.
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officers of the regular service, preference might be given to those who
have served longest on the station.

You will order aU iron vessels (of those to come home) to Phila-

delphia, most of the others in equal proportions to Philadelphia and

New York, but none to any point south of Philadelphia.

The Department directs the discontinuance as soon as possible of

the present arrangements for, and system of, repairing vessels at New
Orleans.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Eear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, commending
the conduct of Commodore Palmer upon withdrawal of the latter

from, the West Gulf Squadron.

No. 91.J West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockdale, Mobile, Ala., May 3, 1865.

SiE : The Department was informed by Commodore Palmer, under
date of February 10, 1865, that he would avail himself of the per-

mission granted by it to return North after the fall of Mobile, and
as he is now about to leave this squadron, I beg leave to say that he
has rendered me most efficient and untiring service throughout the

attack upon the defenses of the city, which has resulted so favorably
to our arms, and I am indebted to him for the admirable manner in

which the vessels to be employed for this service were prepared under
his supervision previous to my arrival on the station, and I part with
him with reluctance and regret.

It was the belief of the enemy that it would be impossible for our
monitors and gunboats to cross the Blakely River Bar, owing to the
shallowness of the water, but should we succeed in doing so, their

hope rested in our entire destruction by the innumerable torpedoes
with which they had filled the river, combined with their marsh
batteries, and they well knew that our success in overcoming these
obstacles would be fatal to them; but by great exertions night and
day under fire we succeeded. Commodore Palmer commanded the
first division, consisting of the monitors and Octorara, and success-
fully ascended the Blakely with them, coming down the Tensas
directly in front of the city, the remainder of the gunboats led by the
flagship convoying General Granger's command, for the purpose of
making a joint attack on flank and front. These movements having
been anticipated by the enemy, led to the evacuation, and although
Commodore Palmer did not have the satisfaction of bombarding the
city, he had placed himself in position to do so effectually, had not
the rebels deprived him of the opportunity by flight.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcheh,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comm^anding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. GmEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C,
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Letter from Major-General Ganhy, V. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral
^
fiatcker, U Ji. Navy, regarding measures for the protection of

citizens of Mtsatsstppt. '

Hdqbs. Abmt and Drv. of West Mississippi,
Mobile^ Ala., May 3, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of this date, transmittinff copy of report of Lieutenant-Com-
mander Yates, commanding U. S. S. Jackson, referring mainly to the
citizens at Pa^ Christian, Mississippi City, Handsboro, Biloxi, and
±.ast fascagoula, their apprehension of trouble from deserters, strag-
glers, and paroled prisoners from the rebel Army, and their desire for
protection by the authorities of the United States.
By the enclosed copy of my General ^ield Orders, No. 30, para-

graph 5, you will perceive that East Pascagoula has been embraced
in the present line of occupation," and that persons and goods are
to a certain extent, permitted to pass to and from New Organs. An
overland telegraph line from this place to New Orleans is now being
constructed, and as soon as it reaches the localities referred to, an
infantry and cavalry force will be sent there, not only for the pro-
tection of the line, but to repress or prevent any of the disorders
complained of.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ed. R. S. Canbt,
Major-General.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Chdf Squadron, U. S. S. Stockdale.

Letter from Major-General Canhy, V. 8. Army, to Rear-Admiral
Thatcher, V. S. Navy, requesting his presence at the surrender of
Lieutenant-General Taylor, C. S. Army.

Hdqrs. Armx and Div. op West Mississippi,

Motile, Ala., May 3, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to state for your information that
Lieutenant-General Taylor, commanding the Department of Ala-
bama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, agrees to surrender his forces

upon the same conditions as were given to General Lee's army. The
arrangement will probably be consummated to-morrow at Citronelle,

where I have agreed to meet General Taylor for the purpose. If not
inconsistent with your engagements, I should be pleased to have you
accompany me to the place of conference.

Very respectfuUy, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron,

U. S. S. Stockdale, off Mobile.
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Letter from, the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral
Thatcher^ TJ. S. Navy., transmittiriff information regarding yacht

Nymph, supposed to he concerned in the escape of Confederate

officials.

Navy Department, May 4, 1S65.

Sir : I enclose herewith a copy of a communication, dated the 29th

ultimo, received from the deputy collector of customs at Chincoteague

Island, John Caulk, esq., relative to the suspicious character of the

yacht which has recently sailed from New York, ostensibly for

Matamoras, but it is thought may be concerned in a plan for the

escape of the insurgent leaders.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
' Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral Henry K. Thatcher,
Commanding TJ. S. West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to John Caulk, esq., acknowl-
edging information regarding the yacht Nymph.

Navt Department, May 1^, 1865.

Sir: The Department has received your letter of the 29th ultimo,

respecting the yacht Nymph, which you think is concerned in a move-
ment to assist Jeff. Davis and others to escape, and have sent a copy
of it to Acting Eear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, commanding the West
Gulf Squadron.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

John Caulk, Esq.,

Deputy Collector, Chincoteague Island.

Surrender of Commodore Farrand, C. S. Navy, commanding the
Confederate naval forces in Mobile Bay, May 4, 1865.

Beport of Acting Bear-Admiral Tlxatcher, U. S. Navy, commanding' West Gulf
Squadron.

West Gttlf Squadron,
TJ. S. Flagship Stockdale, off Mobile, Ala., May 6, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that on the night
of the 4th instant I received written propositions from Commodore
Ebenezer Farrand, commanding the Confederate naval forces in
these waters, to surrender to me all the rebel naval forces, officers, men,
and public property yet afloat under his command and now blockaded
by a portion of our naval forces in the Tombigbee River, and desiring
a meeting with me to arrange the terms of surrender to the United
States. I accordingly met Commodore Farrand at Citronelle, a
point about 35 miles above this city, and accepted his proposals on
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the same basis and terms granted by Lieutenant-General Grant to

Lieutenant-General Lee, by General Sherman to General Johnston,
and by Major-General Canby to Lieutenant-General Richard Taylor,
the latter surrender having taken place at the same point and time.

General Canby being present. Some days will necessarily elapse

before all the arrangements can be completed for the reception of the

Confederate officers, men, vessels, and property, when further details,

with copies of all correspondence and tne written agreement and obli-

gations, will be officially made known to the Department.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter from Commander Simpson, IT. S. Navy, to Commodore Farrand, C. S. Navy.

Nanna Hubba Blttff,

Tombigbee River, Alabama, May 10, 1865.

Sir: In accordance with the memorandum made at Sidney, Ala.,

May 4, 1865, between yourself and Acting Rear-Admiral H. K.
Thatcher, for the surrender of the vessels, officers, and men under
your command, I have been deputed by Admiral Thatcher to carry

out the same, and I am now ready to meet the officer appointed by
you for this purpose.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. Simpson,
Com,mander, U. S. Navy, Fleet Captain

of the West Gulf Squadron.

Commodore Ebenezer Farrand,
Commanding Confederate Naval Force

in the waters of the State of Alabama.

Detailed report of Acting Eear-Admlral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, with enclosures.

West Gulf Squadron,

Flagship StocMale, of City of Mobile, May 15, 1865.

Sir : In my dispatch No. 94, dated the 6th instant, I informed the

Department that Commodore Farrand had surrendered the rebel

naval forces under his command.
The day previous to the proposition for surrender, preparations

had been made to attack the rebel vessels'in the Tombigbee with this

fleet, and which attack would undoubtedly have been made had Com-
modore Farrand withheld his surrender another day.

The memorandum of the agreement for surrender between that

officer and myself was signed on the 4th instant in duplicate, and a

copy of it is herewith enclosed (marked No. 1)

.

On the 8th instant, in accordance therewith, I deputed Commander
E. Simpson, fleet captain, to proceed to the Tonibigbee River and

N W E—VOL 22 12
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receive the surrender, furnishing him with written instructions, a

copy of which is enclosed (marked No. 2).

The formal surrender took place on the 10th instant at Nanna
Hubba Bluff, on the Tombigbee River, the full particulars of which

are given in the report of Commander Simpson, to which the atten-

tion of the Department is called (enclosed marked No. 3).

A copy of the list of the oflBcers paroled accompanies this dispatch

(marked No. 4*). There were other officers attached to the com-

mand of Commodore Farrand who were absent on leave, given pre-

vious to the agreement to surrender, whose names of course do not

appear on this list, though on the rolls of the paymasters of the

different rebel vessels. As these officers come in, their paroles will

be taken and their names subsequently forwarded.

I also enclose copies of the paroles given by commanding officers

for men surrendered (marked Nos. 5, 6, 7-18).

The Morgan, Baltic, and Black Diamond are now anchored off the

city, and surveys of these vessels, and the Nashville, embracing their

hulls, armament, condition, etc., are now in progress, which will be
forwarded as soon as practicable. The Nashville is agroimd at the
junction of the Alabama and Tensas rivers, and can not be got off

until a rise in the rivers.

None of the above vessels are coppered, and of course are unfit to

cruise in salt water.
In accordance with the sixth clause of the agreement of the 4th

instant, that after the surrender, transportation and subsistence
would be furnished by me for officers and men to the nearest practi-
cable point to their respective homes, I have directed Commander
S. D. Trenchard, of the Rhode Island, to receive on board certain of
the officers surrendered under this agreement, a list of whom is

herewith enclosed (marked No. 9), and deliver them to Hampton
Eoads to the senior officer present, and, after forwarding from that
point this and other dispatches to the Department, to proceed in
obedience to his original orders to New York.

Very respectftiUy, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. GmEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosures.]

Memorandum of the conditions of the surrender made at Sidney, Ala., May i,

1S65.

First. The officers and men to be paroled imtil duly exchanged or
otherwise released from the obligations of their parole by the author-
ity of the Government of thp United States.

Duplicate rolls of all officers and men surrendered to be made, one
copy to be delivered to the officer appointed by Acting Eear-Admiral
H. K. Thatcher, and the other retamed by the officer appointed by
Commodore E. Farrand; officers giving their individual parole and

* Enclosures 4r-9 omitted.
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commanders of vessels signing a like parole for the men of their
respective commands.

Second. All vessels of war, their guns and equipments, all small
arms and ammunition and stores on board the said vessels to be
delivered over to the officer appointed for that purpose by Acting
Rear-Admiral Thatcher. Duplicate inventories of the property sur-
rendered to be prepared, one copy to be retained by the officer deliv-
ering and the other by the officer receiving it for our information.

Third. The officers and men paroled under this agreement will be
allo\yed to return to their homes with the assurance that they will not
be disturbed by the authorities of the United States so long as they
continue to observe the conditions of their paroles and the laws in
force where they reside, except that persons residents of Northern
States will not be allowed to return without special permission.

Fourth. The surrender of the property will not include the side
arms or private baggage of officers.

Fifth. The time and place of surrender will be fixed by us, re-
spectively, and will be carried out by officers appointed by us.

Sixth. After the surrender, transportation and subsistence to be
furnished by Acting Eear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher for officers and
men to the nearest practicable point to their respective residences.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, V. S. N.,
Commanding West Gulf Squadroti,

Ebenezer Farrand,
Flag-Officer, Commanding C. S.
Naval Forces in Waters of Alabama,

West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off City of Mobile, May 8, 1866.

Sir: Having signed and exchanged copies of an agreement with
Commodore E. Farrand, commanding officer of the vessels of the C. S.
Navy in the waters of the State of Alabama on the 4th instant, the
terms of which are contained in the enclosed document; you will pro-
ceed with the U. S. S. Cincirmati to the Tombigbee River, the point
designated for the surrender of the vessels under the command of
Commodore Farrand, and receive from the officer appointed by Com-
modore Farrand the said vessels, their guns, equipments, and stores,

the paroles of officers for themselves individually and for the seamen,
marines, etc., on board thereof, who were under the command of

Commodore E. Farrand on the 4th instant.

Having received the surrender of the said vessels, their appur-
tenances and stores, you will cause them to be brought down to a

safe anchorage in front of the city of Mobile and there report to

me. Should any of the paroled officers or men desire to remain
where they now are, they may do so ; the others, in accordance with
the terms of surrender, will receive transportation and subsistence

to the nearest practicable point to their respective homes.

The steamers designated in verbal orders will accompany you to

the Tombigbee. Suitable officers, engineers, and crews to navigate



180 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADBON.

the surrendered vessels will accompany you to the place of surrender,

and they alone will man them.
Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Chilf Squadron.

Commander Edwakd Simpson,
Fleet Captain West Ovlf Squadron.

West Gulf Squadron,
V. S. Flagship Stockdale, off Mobile, Ala., May 11, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your order, I

proceeded in the ironclad steamer Cincinnati on the 9th instant up
the Tombigbee River to Nanna Hubba BluflP, for the purpose or re-

ceiving the surrender of the vessels under the command of Commo-
dore Ebenezer Farrand, of the C. S. Navy. The ironclad steamer
Chickasaw and the tinclad Nyama accompanied the Cincinnati.

On the morning of the 10th instant the vessels had all assembled
at the bluff.

Lieutenant Commanding J. Myers, the officer appointed by Com-
modore Farrand to make the surrender, came on board, and after

some consultation with me on the points of the conditions of the sur-

render, surrendered the following vessels, viz: Morgan, side-wheel
gunboat; Nashville, side-wheel ironclad; Baltic, side-wheel trans-

port; Black Diamond, side-wheel river boat.

I received inventories of the stores on board each vessel, as well as
an inventory of stores brought from the naval station, which were
stowed on board of the river steamboat Southern Republic, which-
vessel had been seized by Commodore Farrand for the purpose of re-

ceiving these articles when the naval station at Mobile was evacuated.
A letter from the captain of the Southern Republic accompanies

this report. The only use that I have made of the vessel was to trans-
port the Confederate officers and men to Mobile.

I received the accompanying rolls of all the officers and men, after
which I paroled 112 officers, 285 enlisted men, and 24 marines. The
officers gave their individual paroles in duplicate, and the command-
ing officers of the vessels gave their paroles for the men of their re-
spective commands.
Having completed the duty on which I was ordered, I have re-

turned to Mobile with a portion of the vessels.

I enclose the memorandum of the conditions for the surrender, a
copy of my instructions, and a copy of the instructions given to Lieu-
tenant Commanding J. Myers by Commodore Farrand, also the in-
voices of the stores, etc., received.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. Simpson,
Fleet Captain West Gulf Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.
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Order of Commmodore Parrand, C. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Myers, C. S. Navy,
chargred with carrying out the terms of surrender.

Headquarters Naval Command,
Steamer Southern Republic, McDowell's Landing, May 6, 1865.
Sir : You will proceed to Nanna Hubba Bluff for the purpose of

carrying out the terms of surrender of the naval forces under my
command, agreed upon on the 4th instant, a copy of which is here-
with enclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Eben Farrand,
Flag-Ofpcer, etc.

Lieutenant Commanding Julian Myers, P. N. C. S.,

Steamer Southern Eepublic.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, requesting
additional vessels to replace those unfit for sea service.

No. 92.] "West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off City of Mobile, May 5, 1866.

Sir : In forwarding the enclosed report of survey on the machinery
of the U- S. S. Richmond, I have to regret that she is the last of
the formidable vessels of this squadron that I believed to be effici-

ent for cruising or as port guard vessels. The Ossipee and the Lacka-
wanna (the reports of survey of which were recently forwarded to
the Department) having become unfit for further service at sea
without repairs, I would respectfully request the Department to cause
these vessels to be relieved by others of at least equal force, particu-
larly as operations on the coast of Texas are now in progress, and all

the vessels now there, or which I have at my disposal for sea service,

are of comparatively light armament and unfit for bombardment.
Some of the light-draft vessels on that coast are nearly run down

by long and constant steaming. The wooden gunboats now employed
in this bay and waters adjacent are only fit for such service, and are

too weak in their hull for other than smooth waters.

I have determined to retain the Richmond, Lackawanna, and Ossi-

£ee as port guard vessels until the pleasure of the Department shall

9 known in their respective cases.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Report of Commander Stevens, U. S. Navy, forwarding enclosures

regarding funeral honors paid to the memory of President Lincoln

hy representatives of foreign governments in Mexico.

U. S. S. Oneida, [May, 1865.]

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of communications
accruing from the funeral honors paid to the memory of his Excel-

lency the late President of the United States.

My visit was opportune, and both the English and French naval
representatives of their respective governments did, I am happy to

assure you, their best to do full honor to the occasion.

The Mexican colonel commanding at Bagdad expressed what I

think were proper sentiments of regret, but owing to the place being
in a state of siege, he could not join in the salute, as ordered by the

honorable Secretary of the Navy. However, he displayed his colors

at half-mast during the entire day.
OflScially and personally, the interchange of national courtesies has,

I think, been agreeable to all parties participating.

Some rebel sympathizers at Bagdad endeavored to make them-
selves obnoxious, but the military authorities of the place took them
in charge.

I had the pleasure of meeting the commercial agent on the occasion.

In the free interchange of opinions between the representatives of
other governments ard myself, I acquired a good deal of valuable
information of a diplomatic character, which I shall make known to

you when I have the honor of meeting you, or, in the event of delay,
upon your requisition.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

T. H. Stevens, Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

[Endorsement.]

Letter was written probably at Bagdad, Mexico, which is the other
side of the Rio Grande. It is a question how far we should recognize
the imperial forces in Mexico.

[Enclosures.]

Bagdad, May 6, 1865.

I stated myself as agreeable to the kind solicitation which I had the
honor to receive from you yesterday, that this place should manifest
its grief for the death of the excellent sir President of the United
States of America, Mr. Lincoln, but I did not remember at the
moment that the place is in a state of siege, a reason for which a
salute can not be fired.

I am confident, sir captain, that you, with your military experience
and discreet judgment, will perceive immediately that it is prohibited
to me [to use] the artillery in such circumstances, notwithstanding I
consulted his Excellency General Mijia, and to this time I have not
received his answer. -..
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Do not allow this incident, captain, to cause you to doubt that the
Imperial forces which garrison this place know how to appreciate the
feelings of a people which loses one of its most eminent citizens.
This circumstance causes me to offer you my consideration and

distinguished esteem.

Salvador Yglesias,
Colonel Commandant of the Place.

Captain of the Vessel of War of the United States in the
Gulf of Mexico.

H. M. S. Wolverene,
Rio Chrande, May 6, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
this date, conveying your thanks to me as the representative of her
Britannic Majesty's Government for what you rightly gather to be
my desire to do foil honor to the occasion.

I" beg to express the satisfaction I feel at the opportunity the visit

of the United States sloop of war Oneida to this anchorage has
afforded me of manifesting by full participation in the funeral hon-
oi-s paid to the memory or the late President of the United States

;

my abhorrence of the deed which has been the cause of your national
loss.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

A. F. R. De Horsey,
Captain and Senior Naval Officer in the Gulf of Mexico.

Commander T. H. Stevens,
U. S. Sloop of War Oneida.

Report of Commander Stevens, V. S. Navy, regarding the Depart-
ments order that funeral honors be paid to the memory of Presi-

dent Lincoln.

U. S. S. Oneida,

Of the Rio Grande, Tex., May 9, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you, upon receipt of your order
directing funeral honors to be paid to the memory of his Excellency
the late President of the United States, I proceeded to the southern
confines of the Republic for the purpose of giving the representatives

of her Britannic Majesty's Government and his Imperial Majesty's
Government an opportunity to participate in the honors of the sad
occasion.

The Mexicans expressed the desire to participate, but they did not
have the means.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours.
T. H. Stevens,

Commander.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Commander Spicer, U. S. Navy, com^manding U. S. S.

Quaker City, announcing arrival of that vessel at Philadelphia.

U. S. S. Quaker City,

Off TJ. 8. Navy Yard, Philadelphia, May 10, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report my arrival at this point for re-

pairs, in obedience to orders from Acting Rear-Admiral H. K.

Thatcher, a copy of which is herewith enclosed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. F. Spicer,

Commander, Commanding.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to Commander
Le Roy, U. S. Navy, in view of the rumored movements of C. S.

ram Stonewall and of Jefferson Davis and Cabinet.

West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off Mobile, Ala., May 9, 1865.

Sir : I enclose herewith copies of communications * received this day
from the Department in relation to the rebel ram Stonewall and Jeflf.

Davis and his Cabinet.

You will take all means in your power to prevent surprise by the

ram and the escape of Jeff. Davis.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com,manding West Gulf Squadron.

Commander Wm. E. Le Roy,
Commanding V. S. S. Ossvpee, off Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, to Commodore
Palmer, TJ . S. Navy, granting permission to go North.

West Gulf Squadron,
TJ. S. Flagship Stockdale, off City of^ Mobile, May 12, 1865.

Commodore: In accordance with permission granted you by the
honorable Secretary of the Navy to return North on being relieved
from command of this squadron, or to remain, at your option, and as
Mobile has now fallen (in the accomplishment of which you have so
largely and gallantly contributed), you have permission to return
North by the earliest conveyance, and on your arrival there you will
report to the Department by letter, enclosing a copy of this order.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Commodore J. S. Palmer,
Commanding First Division West Gulf Squadron,

of City of Mobile.

* See Series I, Volume 17, pp. 835 and 836.
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Letter from Colonel 'Barrett, U. S. Army, to Captain Stevens, TJ. S.
Navy, reqitesting naval support at Boca Chica, Tex.

Headquarters United States Forces,
Brazos, May 13, 1865—W: 30 a. m.

Captain : I am instructed by the colonel commanding to say that
he has good cause to believe that the rebels will attack our forces
early to-morrow morning at Boca Chica, and, as we have no long-
range guns, he directs me to request that you drop down to within
supporting distance of that place with as little delay as possible, in
order to render any assistance that you can with your large guns, if
necessary.

Hoping you will comply with the request,
I am, most respectfiiUy, your obedient servant,

I. B. EusH,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain Stevens,
Commanding U. S. Sloop of War Oneida,

off Brazos Santiago, Tex.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting
report of Acting Master Starrett, regarding removal of obstruc-
tions in Mobile Bay and Blahely and Tensas rivers.

No. 107.] West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockddle, off Mobile, Ala., May 13, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose the report made to me by Acting
Master Starrett, in charge of ordnance stores on this bay, of his

operations in destroying the heavy obstructions placed by the rebels

in the ship channel leading from Dog River Bar to Mobile, and also

in the Blakely and Tensas rivers. I am under great obligations to

this office for his untiring exertions to accomplish this desirable end,

as well as to the commanding officers of the vessels named in his

report, who so ably aided him in this work, and I take pleasure in

commending them to the Department.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon, Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Maria A. Wood,
Mobile Bay, Ala., April 17, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in accordance with your order

of the 11th instant, I went on board of the U. S. tugboat Rose with
my apparatus for removing sunken obstructions, and the same after-

noon I reported for duty to Commodore Palmer, commanding First

Division West Gulf Squadron, on board of U. S. S. Glasgow. I

commenced operations on the obstructions in the channel of the
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Blakely, or Tallahatchie River on the same evening, and after

eighteen hours of unremitting and assiduous labor the obstructions,

consisting of a heavy scow laden with bricks and surrounded by piles

driven down in such a manner as to prevent the action of the cur-

rent from sweeping the sunken vessels away, were entirely removed,
and that portion of our fleet which had crossed the Blakely Bar
were enabled to pass on their way to the city of Mobile.
On the morning of the 14th I commenced on the obstructions in the

channel of Spanish River, on the west side of the bay, and after

working on them for three days I am happy to say that our hopes
were cFowned with perfect success and a channel of 10^ feet in depth
and 175 feet in width was formed. The soundings were taken at

low tide, and as the tide has a rise and fall of 18 inches or 2 feet,

there will never be any diflSculty for vessels to cross it which are
enabled to cross the bar below the line of obstructions.

When we take into consideration the nature of the sunken vessels

which were removed and the apparently small expense accruing, we
have every reason to rejoice at our complete success.

The timbers of the vessels which obstructed -the channels on both
sides of the bay were of massive proportions, many of them being 2
feet square and bolted together by heavy iron bolts and secured by
chain cables to huge piles driven down to a great depth, yet all the
elaborate preparations and security given them by the rebels were of
no avail. They were blown to atoms, and the proper channels to and
from the city of Mobile are once more open to commerce.

In my operations I have used 3,000 pounds of powder, and the tor-
pedoes or charges which I made use of were improvised from tin
cans, pickle barrels, boats' breakers, or any water-tight vessel of suf-
ficient capacity to contain the bursting charge.

I can not refrain from thanking, through you, Lieutenant-Com-
manders Low, Irwin, and Brown for the cheerful and necessary
cooperation and assistance they rendered me, without which I should
have been unable to acomplish so much in that short space of time.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

Adrian C. Starrett,
Acting Master, in Charge of Ordnance, Mobile Bay.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Acting Rear-
Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding orders for the U. S. S.
Manhattan, in view of arrival of C. S. ram Stonewall at Nassau,
New Providence.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Tempest, Mississippi River, May 13.

Admiral: The Navy Department has telegraphed me as follows,
under date of 12th instant:

Order the Manhattan to proceed to New Orleans and report to Acting Rear-
Admiral Thatcher for duty. The ram Stonewall has arrived at Nassau, [New
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I have given directions accordingly that the Manhattan be towed to
New Orleans with all dispatch.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,

.
S. P. Lee,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron,

New Orleans {or Senior Naval Officer).

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, forwarding
ensigns, pennants, and signals from surrendered Confederate
vessels.

No. 111.] West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off City of Mobile, May 16, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I have forwarded this day by
the U. S. S. Rhode Island all the ensigns, pennants, and signals irom
the rebel vessels lately surrendered, to wit, the Nashville and Morgan;
the Baltic and Black Diamond had no flags on board.

Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Major-General Canby, U. S. Army, regarding the move-
ments of the Confederate ram Stonewall.

Hdqrs. Mil. Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, La., May 15, 1865.

General: The rebel ram Stonewall left Havana on the 11th instant

ostensibly for Galveston, but may make her appearance on the coast

farther east.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. Dyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major-General N. P. Banks,
Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans.

for theReport of Major Loring, V. S. Army, announcing readiness

approach of the C. S. ram Stonewall.

Quarantine, May 15, 1865.

(Eeceived 1 : 20 p. m.)

I am ready for the Stonewall. I respectfully suggest that a tele-

graphic instrument be sent to Fort Jackson. I have to go 5 miles



188 WEST GXTLF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

with my dispatches. I reported four days ago that the instrument

was destroyed.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. P. LOEING,
Major, Commanding.

Major-General E. E. S. Canby,
Commanding Military Division of West Mississippi.

Report of Commander Le Roy, ZJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Ossipee, requesting return of howitzer loaned for the attack upon
Mobile.

U. S. Steam Sloop Ossipee,
Mobile Bay, May 15, 1865.

Captain : One of the launches of this ship, with a howitzer and its

furniture, was sent round from New Orleans to participate in the

movements against Mobile. If no longer needed, and in these waters,

will you please let one of your tugs return our property, and oblige ?

Very truly, yours,
Wm. E. Le Roy,

Commander, U. S. Navy.
Captain Ed. Simpson, U. S. Navy,

Fleet Captain West Gulf Squadron.

Vessels attached to West Gulf Squadron May 15, 1865.

Class.
No.
guns.

Commanding officer. Present duty or station.

Albatross .

Althea....

Anderson, W.G .

Antona
Arkansas
Aroostook
Arthur

Bloomer
Bohio
Buckthorn .

.

Carra basset

.

Cayuga
Charlotte ...

Chickasaw .

.

Chocura
Comnbia

Corypheus .

Cowslip

Cincinnati >

Cuyler, R. K
Dinsmore, Augusta

.

Elk
Estrella
Fearnot
Fort Gaines .

.

Fort Jackson.
Genesee
Gertrude
Glasgow

Screw .

do.

Bark ..

Screw .

do.
do.

Bark ..

stem wheel
Brig
Screw .".

Stem wheel
Screw
Schooner . .

.

Ironclad
Screw
Side-wheel

.

Schooner . .

.

Side-wheel

.

Ironclad
Screw ...

do...

Stem wheel
Side-wheel

.

Ship
Stem wheel
Side-wheel

.

do
Screw
Side-wheel

Lieat. Comdr. C. S. Norton..

Actg. Master H. Tibbita
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. F. Harden.
Actg. Master J. Ross (pro tern.)
Lieut. Comdr. Jos. S. Skerrett

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jos. E. Stan-
nard.

Mate A. Whiting
Actg. Master W. M. Stannard.
Actg. Ensign F.Ellms
Actg. Vol. Lieut. E. Leonard .

.

Lieut. Comdr. Henry Wilson.

.

Mate A. Whiting
Lieut. Comdr. Geo. H. Perkins
Lieut. Comdr. R. W. Meade, jr.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. A. John-

stone.
Actg. Master and Pilot J. Rob-
inson.

Actg. Master W. T. Bacon

Lieut. Comdr. Geo. Brown
Comdr. C. H.B.Caldwell
Actg.Vol. Lieut. M. B.Crowell

Actg. Vol. Lieut. N. Kirby .

.

Actg. Master G. P. Pomeroy
Actg. Master A. Rich
Actg. Master J. R.Hamilton
Capt. B. F. Sands
Lieut. Comdr. John Irwin..
Actg. Vol. Lieut. B. C. Dean
Actg. Master £. Kemble

Coast of Texas.
Sunk by torpedo, raised, and
now repairing at MobUe.

Mobile Bay.
Ofl Pass Cavallo, Texas.
New Orleans, repairing.

Do.
Pensacola Bay.

Do.
Mississippi Sound.
Ofl city of Mobile.
Berwick Bay.
Oa Galveston, Tex.
Pensacola Bay.
Ofl city of Mobile.
New Orleans, repairing.
Ofl Galveston.

Ofl Dog River Bar.

Dispatch boat between Mo-
bile and New Orleans. ,

Off city of Mobile.
Pensacola, for repairs.
Dispatch steamer between
Texas coast and New
Orleans.

Ofl city of Mobile.
New Orleans, repairs.
New Orleans.
Lake Pontcliartraln.
Ofl Galveston.
Mobile Bay.
Ofl Galveston.
Sunk off Mobile on the ob
stmctlons.



WEST QXTLF BLOCKADING SQUADRON. 189

Vessels attached to West Gulf Squadron May 15, 15^5—Continued.

Class.
No.
guns. Ck>mmanding officer. Present daty or station.

Glide
Grand Gulf . .

.

Hollyhock
Houston, Sam.

Ma
Itasca
Jackson, J. P..
Jasmine
Kanawha
Katahdin
Kennebec
Kittatlnny
Kickapoo
Kuhn.J.C ...

Lackawanna.
Metacomet
Meteor ,

Milwaukee.

Narcissus
New London . -

.

Nyanza
Octorara
Oneida
Ossipee
Owasco

Osage—
Pampero

.

Pembina
Penguin
Penobscot
Pink ;....

Pinola
Pocahontas
Potomac
Port Royal
Portsmouth
Princess Royal.

Preston
Richmond .

Rodolph . .

.

Rose ..

Sciota.

Sebago
Selma
Seminole .

Stockdale.

Tallahatchie.
Trltonia.
Trefoil
Vincennes
Virginia
Winnebago .

.

Wood, M. A..
Baltic

Black Diamond.

MorRan
Nashville

Stem wheel
Screw
Side-wheel

.

Schooner...

Screw

do...
Side-wheel

.

Screw
do
do

Screw
Schooner...
Ironclad ...

Bark
Screw
Side-wheel

.

Stem wheel

Ironclad ...

Screw
do

Stem wheel
Side-wheel

.

Screw
do
do

Ironclad ..

Ship

Screw
do
do
do
do
do

Frigate
Side-wheel
Sloop
Screw

do
do

Stem-wheel

Screw
Side-wheel.

....do

....do
Screw
Stem wheel

do...
Side-wheel .

Screw ...

Sloop
Screw ...

Ironclad
Schooner...
Side-wheel

.do.

Act);. Master L. S. Fickett . . .

.

Comdr. John Downea
Pilot Bent. Tarbell
Aotg. Vol. Lieut, and Pilot
M. Freeman.

Lieut. Comdr. N. Green
Lieut. Comdr. A. R. Yates. .

.

Actg. Ensign F. J. Brenton .

.

Lieut. Comdr. B. B. Taylor.

.

Lieut. Comdr. C. H. Greene.
Lieut. Comdr. T. Abbot
Actg. Ensign N.J. Blasdell . .

.

Lieut. Comdr. M. P. Jones
Actg. Master G. F. WUkins. ..

Capt. Geo. F. Emmons
Comdr. P. Crosby
Actg. Vol. Ueut. Comdr. T. B.
Su Bois.

Actg. Master W. Harcourt
Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. Godfrey .

.

Actg.Vol. Lieut. C. A.Boutelle
Lieut. Comdr. W. W. Low
Comdr. Thos. H. Stevens
Comdr. Wm.E.Le Roy
Actg.Vol. Lieut. Comdr. L.W.
Pennington.

Actg. Master O. Colbum

Lieut. Comdr. J. G. Maxwell
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jas. R. Beers.
Lieut. Comdr. A. E. K. Benham
Actg. Masters. Belden
Lieut. Comdr. Henry Erben .

.

Lieut. Comdr. R. R. Wallace.
Comdr. A. Gibson
Lieut. Comdr. B. Oherardi ...

Lieut. Comdr. S. R. Franklin.
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr.
C.F.W.Behm.

Actg.Vol.Lieut. J. R.Wheeler
Capt.T. P. Greene

do
Ironclad ...

Actg. Ensign W. D. Maddocks
Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. W. Magune

Lieut. Comdr. D. B. Harmony.
Actg. Master John H. Allen .

.

Comdr. A. G. Clary
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Thos. Ed-

Actg. Master T. J. Linnekin..
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo. Wlggin.
Actg. Master C. C. Wells
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Wm. M'Gloln
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. H. Brown.
Lieut. Comdr. W. A. Ktrkland
Actg. Master A. C. Starrett . .

.

Lieut. C. L. Huntington (pro
tem.).

Actg. Ensign N. T. Crocker
(pro tem.J.

Aotg. Vol. Lieut. N. M. Dyer.

Berwick Bay.
Off Galveston.
New Orleans.
Off Mobile Bar.

Sunk oft Mobile by torpe-
does.

Mobile Bay.
Mississippi Sound.

J

Pensacola Bay.
Fensacola, for repairs.
San Luis and Velasco.
Off Galveston.
Mobile Bay.
Off Fort Morgan, Ala.
Pensacola Bay.
New Orleans for repairs.
OS Mobile.
Blakely River.

Sunk by a torpedo in Blake-
ly River.

Pensacola for repairs.
Coa.st of Texas.
Mississippi Sound.
Off city of Mobile.
Rio Grande and Brazos.
Off Fort Morgan.
Coast of Texas.

Sunk by a torpedo in Blake-
ly River.

South West Pass, Mississippi
River.

New Orleans for repairs.
Sabine Pass, Texas.
Off Galveston.
Off city of Mobile.
OS Calcasieu, La.
OS Galveston.
Pensacola Bay.
New Orleans, repairing.
New Orleans.
Off Galveston.

Do.
New Orleans.
Sunk In Blakely River by a
torpedo.

Off city of Mobile.
Sunk by a torpedo, raised,

and at Mobile for repairs.

Off city of Mobile.
New Orleans.
Off Galveston.
Off city of Mobile.

Do.
Mobile for repairs.
Mobile Bay.
Off Ship Island.
Off Galveston.
Off city of Mobile.
Mobile Bay.

Surrendered by Commodore
Farrand ana now off Mo-
bile, Ala.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral

Thatcher^ U. S. Navy, forwarding information regarding Ijlockade

runners.

Navy Department, May 15, 1865.

Sir : From a recent consular dispatch from Havana it appears that

blockade running at Galveston is still carried on with much success.

The following are the arrivals reported at Havana, all from Gal-

veston, with cotton

:

Lunar, April 15; Wren and Badger, April 21; Fox and Evelyn,

April -22; and Denbigh, May 1.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

Order of Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Commander
Le Roy, U. S. Navy, regarding the reported departure from
Havana of the C. S. ram Stonewall.

West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off Mobile, May 16, 1865.

Sir: I have just received the following dispatch from Major-
General Canby, dated near New Orleans, May 15, 1865

:

The U. S. consul at Havana reports that the rebel ram Stonewall left that
port on the 11th instant, ostensibly for Galveston. I have warned all com-
manders on the coast

Be on your guard, and should she attempt to enter this port do
all in your power to cooperate with the forts in destroying her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Wm. E. Le Eoy, or Commanding Naval Oeitcer,
Near Fort Morgan, Mobile Bay.

Report of Commander Le Roy, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Ossipee, regarding the reported movements of the C. S. ram
Stonexvall.

U. S. Steam Sloop Ossipee,
Mobile Bay, May 16, 1865.

Admiral : The commandant of Fort Morgan sent to me this morn-
ing a telegraphic conmiunication, received from New Orleans, to the
effect that the rebel ram Stonewall was reported to have left Havana
on the 11th instant, ostensibly for Galveston. In view of the possi-
bility of that vessel coming here, may I suggest an addition of some
of the ironclads now at Mobile to the force laying here?
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The Kickapoo, now here, is complained of by her commander as
showing signs of weakness.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. E. Le Rot,
CoTnmander U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Letter from Commander Le Roy, U. S. Navy, to Acting Rear-Admiral
Thatcher, U. S. Navy, referring to orders in relation to search of
vessels.

U. S. Steam Si/X)p Ossipee,
MoUle Bay, May 16, 1865.

Admiral : To enable me to carry out your instructions of the 15th
instant in relation to search of vessels, may I suggest that orders be
given at Mobile that all vessels be directed to report to the senior
ofScer laying here?

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. E. Le Rot,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Captain
Le Roy, U. S. Navy, regretting inability to furbish vessels as

requested.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,

Off Mobile, May 17, 1865.

Captain : Your note in relation to sending additional ironclads to

your relief has been received, and in reply have to say that more force

would have been sent to you but that the other two monitors are under
repairs and are now incapable of moving. I shall, however, dispatch
the Cincinnati, Captain [George] BrowUj with orders to report to

you for duty. I very much regret my inability to send the others, but
they will be sent as soon as possible for them to move.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Captain W. E. Le Rot,
Commanding V. S. S. Ossipee,

Senior Naval Officer, off Fort Morgan.
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[Telegram.]

NAvr Department, May 17, 1865.

Proceed directly to the Gulf with dispatch.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant-Commander Milton Haxtun,
Commanding U. S. S. Mercedita, Norfolk, Va.

Order of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral

Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the U. S. S. R. R. Guyler.

Navy Department, May 17, 1865.

Sir : Your No. 81, enclosing reports on the condition of the R. R.

Guyler has been received. Send that vessel to New York to be laid up

and sold.
r^ \t -c

Very respectfully, etc., G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. Army and Drv. West Miss.,

Mobile, May 18, 1865.

Can you spare the Manhattan? She is the only vessel on this coast

that will be able to meet the Stonewall. If you can, will you order

her to New Orleans with a view to her being fitted out for Galveston ?

E. E. S. Canby,
Major-General.

Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee,
Mound City.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admired' Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-
General Canby, U. S. Army, regarding m,easures of protection

against the C. S. ram Stonewall.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale, May 18, 1865.

My Dear Sir: Two of the monitors are undergoing repairs in

machinery and are unable to steam. Of course the little wooden gun-
boats are powerless to resist the attack of a vessel as formidable as

the Stonewall is represented to be. I must therefore rely upon the
forts (Pickens and Barrancas) at Pensacola for her destruction.

Should she attempt entering that port, no doubt the artillerists of
those fortifications are quite efficient, and will give her a warm recep-
tion. At [Fort] Morgan I have the Kickapoo (monitor), the Cin-
cinnati (ironclad), and the sloops Ossipee and Lackawanna to aid the
fort. Neither of these four is fit for cruising, but will do good gerv-
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ice at the point where they are now located. I hope Forts Jackson
and Powell may be able to manage her, should she be able to get into

the Mississippi. It is very painful to me to be left with such miser-
able craft for defense, but the Department has failed to give me the
vessels which I applied for months since. On the Texas coast there
will be a suflScient number of vessels in squadron to give her a severe

handling, I think, and I doubt if she can enter Galveston on account
of her draft ; but if she can do so it is certain that her plating, armor,
and battery do not amount to much. I am hastening the repairs on
the two monitors here, but have been delayed for want of sufficient

mechanics.
I am, general, very truly and respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher.
Major-General E. E. S. Canbt,

CoTnmanding Army of West Mississippi, etc.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. Armt and Div. of West Mississippi,

Mobile, May 18, 1865—2 a. m.
(Received 10 a. m. 24th.)

The monitor Manhattan and the ram Tennessee are the vessels on

this coast that can cope with the Stonewall. To save time I haVe

asked Admiral Lee to send the Manhattan at once to New Orleans

to be fitted out for Galveston—that is, if she can be spared. There

is Dothinsr on the Georgia coast now but wooden gunboats.
E. R. S. Canby,

Major-General, Corrvmanding.

Brigadier-General J. A. Rawlins, ,

Chief of Staff, Washington.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. Army and Div. of West Mississippi.

MohUe, May 18, 1865.

Can you spare the Manhattan? She is the only vessel on this coast

that will be able to meet the Stonewall. If you can, will you order

her to New Orleans, with a view taher being fitted out for Galveston?

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Admiral S. P. Lee,
Mound City, III.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting^ Rear-Admiral

Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the strengthening of the Gal-

veston hlockade.

•Navt Department, May SO, 1865.

Sir: The increased number of arrivals of blockade runners at

various ports, all from Galveston, loaded with cotton, would seem to

indicate that there is great weakness on the part of the blockading

fleet there.

N W B—^VOL 22 13
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Seven large steamers have arrived abroad from Galveston in nine

days. As this is the only port in the United States where traffic can

be carried on to any extent, it is desirable that the majority of ves-

sels and the best officer you have should be on duty as senior officer

oflF that port. Both the Quaker City and Bienvilte could have ren-

dered several months' service blockading at Galveston, but as they

were sent home and can not be repaired before the army expedition

will advance into Texas, they will be sold.

Very respectfully,

GmEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral Henry K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, New Orleans.

Letter from the U. S. consul-general at Havana to Major-General
Banks, V. S. Army, regarding the expected movement of the block-

ade runner Owl, from, Havana for Galveston.

U. S. Consulate-General,
Havana, May W, 1866.

"Sra: The blockade runner Owl, Captain Maffitt, under the rebel

flag, will leave here for Galveston to-day or to-morrow. On her
return from Galveston the Owl will come out by the main channel.
By following the accompanying directions the Owl may be caught

:

Station a light-draft gunboat on the Northeast Channel (there are

7 feet of water at low tide) ; run in far enough to keep the Knoll
buoy always in sight. If the night is very dark, cross the bar and
anchor just inside. Let the Owl pass the buoy and cripple her from
the start; then come in behind her. Don't trust sailors to look out,

To cross the Northeast Bar, bring the light to bear S. W. J S. The
bar is a long one. There is no danger of the enemy or ^hoal water.
I regard this information as reliable. Will you communicate it at
once to the officer in command of the naval forces at New Orleans.
The rebel ironclad ram Stonewall was given up on yesterday by
those having charge of her to the Spanish colonial authorities of the
island of Cuba.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WiLLLAM T. Minor,
U. S. Consul-General at Havana.

Major-General N. P. Banks,
Commanding TJ. S. Forces at New Orleans.

Report of Commodore Palmer, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting to the De-
partment commendatory letter from Major-General Ganhy, TJ. S.
Army, upon the withdrawal of the former from the West Gulf
Squadron.

New York, N. Y., May W, 1866.
Sir. I have the honor to enclose a letter of adieu from Major-Gen-

eral Canby, commanding Military Division of the West Mississippi,
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of which I beg your perusal, and request that it may be placed on the
files of the Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. S. Palmer,
Commodore, V. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Hdqrs. Army and Div. of West Mississippi,

Mobile, Ala., May 3, 1865.

Commodore : In taking leave of you I desire to express for myself
and the officers of this command, our sincere regret at parting and
our high appreciation of your services while in command of or con-

nected with the West Gulf blockading squadron. The relations that

have existed between the two services for the past year have been of

the most intimate and cordial character and have resulted in successes

of which the friends of both the Army and the Navy have reason to

be proud. In this no one has borne a more active, zealous, and effi-

cient part than yourself, and the kindly official and personal rela-

tions that have existed will always be remembered with pleasure.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ed. R. S. Canby, Major-General.

Commodore J. S. Palmer, U. S. Navy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, announcing
the arrival at Mobile of the TJ . S. tug Clematis.

No. 126.] West Gulf Squadron,

U. S. FUgshif Stockdale, off City of Mobile, May 21, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival here to-day, the 21st

instant, of the tug Clematis, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant S. P.

Crafts.

"N'ery respectfully, your obedient servanL
H. K. Thatcher,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter from Major-General Canby, V. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral

Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, requesting a convoy for troops for Apalachi-

cola, Fla.

Hdqrs. Army and Div. of West Mississippi,

Mobile, Ala., May m, 1865.

Admiral : A new military post will be established at Apalachicola,

Fla., and the troops selected for that purpose will leave this city in

the steamers Iberville and Banks probably to-morrow. I have the
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honor to request that a convoy may be furnished these boats to and

from their place of destination.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby, Major-General.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron,

off Mobile, Ala.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher^ U. S. Navy, to Major-

General Canty, U. S. Army, responding to a request for convoy.

West Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Stochdale, off City of Mobile, May 21, 1865.

General: Your communication informing me that a military

post would be established at Apalachicola and asking for a convoy

for the steamers Iberville and General Banks, etc., has been received.

Orders have been issued to the commanding officer of the Itasca to

hold himself in readiness to accompany such steamers as you may
desire to send. Please inform me when the transports will be ready

to move.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Com/manding Army and Division'of West Mississippi.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Major-
General Canby, U. S. Army, reporting the C. S. ram Stonewall at

Havana.

U. S. FLAGSHn* Stockdale,

Off Mobile, May 22, 1865.

General: I have the honor to inform you that my latest advices
from Key West represent the rebel ram Stonewall at Havana on the
I7th short of men and watched by the U. S. S. Powhatan and a
gunboat.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Military Division of

West Mississippi, Hdqrs. at Mobile.

[Telegram.]

MoBHiE, May 24, 1865.
(Received 12 m. 25th.)

Colonel: Admiral Thatcher has dispatches that General Magru-
der commanding district of Texas, desires to open negotiations. His
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commissioners will be sent to New Orleans in one of the fastest ves-
sels of Thatcher's squadron at once.

G. Granger, Major-General.

Lieutenant-Colonel Christensen,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of Captain Sands, U. S. Navy, regarding the destruction of
the blockade runner Denbigh.

U. S. S. Fort Jackson,
Off Galveston, Tex., May 2^, 1865.

Admiral: I have the satisfaction to report the destruction of the
famous blockade runner Denbigh, side-wheel steamer, iron, 162 tons.

She was discovered from this vessel at early daylight this morning
aground on Bird Key Spit, near Bolivar Pomt. I sent the Comubia
and Princess Royal to open fire upon her, and boats were sent from
Kennebec and Seminole to board and destroy her, which was eflFectu-

ally done by 7 a. m. A boat from the Seminole, in charge of Acting
Volunteer Lieutenant Mundy, although the farther off, was the first

to board and apply the torch, and she was soon enveloped in flames,

the crew having escaped to the shore when they saw they were dis-

covered. Papers were foimd on board showing she was the Denbigh,
from Havana, 18th instant. She is now a complete wreck and has
made her last voyage.

I regret to report that Luke Robins, seaman, of the Seminole, was
instantly killed by the accidental discharge of his own gun while

leaving the wreck.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

B. F. Sands,
Captain, Comm,anding Third Division West Gulf Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Sq-uadron, Mobile Bay.

Report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Johnstone, U. S. Navf, re-

garding the wreck of the Confederate schooner Le Gompt, guard
boat at Galveston.

U. S. S. CORNTJBIA,

Of Galveston, Tex., May 26, 1865.
^

Sir : I have the honor to report that yesterday afternoon, in obedi-

ence to your orders to prevent any of the enemy's boats from boarding

the burning wreck of the blockade runner Denbigh until she was com-

pletely destroyed, I got underway, and stood into the Bolivar Chan-

nel as far as the depth of water would allow, and anchored in 12 feet

about 1\ miles outside the wreck. A schooner which had been at

anchor about \ a mile inside the wreck, on discovering the approach

of the Comubia, got underway and tried to escape into Galveston.

On firing two shots at her, she hauled down her sails, and a part of

her crew got into a boat and escaped to the beach.
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I then sent an armed boat under command of Acting Ensi^ Frank

Millett, of this ship, to board her and bring her out if possible. On
boarding her, Mr. Millett found that she had drifted ashore on Bird

Key Spit, and had bilged and lost her rudder. Finding it impossi-

ble to get her off, he threw overboard a 24-pounder howitzer, with

which she was armed, and brought four men, whom he found on board

of her; also 5 carbines, 5 new Enfield rifles, a steering compass, and a

rebel flag.

She proved to be the schooner Le Compt, the rebel guard boat sta-

tioned at Galveston.

During last night she beat over the spit, and now lies a wreck on

Bolivar Point beach.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John A. Johnstone,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant^ Commanding.

Captain B. F. Sands, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Third Division West Gulf Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting

request for transportation to New Orleans of Confederate com-
missioner desiring to negotiate with Major-General Canhy, U. S.

Army.

No. 136.] West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off City of Mobile, May 25, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose to the Department a copy of a com-
munication addressed to Captain Sands, commanding United States

fleet off Galveston, by Ashbel Smith, the colonel commanding the

rebel forces at Galveston.
Captain Sands immediately dispatched the Preston with this letter

to me, which I received early this morning, and I have already
ordered the Preston to return off Galveston with orders to Captain
Sands to receive the rebel commi.ssioner and send him at once to

New Orleans, where General Canby now is, and where I purpose to
meet him.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure.]

Headquarters Defenses of Galveston, May £2, 1865.

Sib: I am instructed by Major-General Magruder, commanding
the District of Texas, etc., to say that he desires to open a negotia-
tion with the Federal general commanding at New Orleans, and that
his commissioner be sent to New Orleans by a steamer from the fleet
as soon as may be after Tuesday, the 23d instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ashbel Smith,

Colonel, Commanding.
Captain Sands,

Commanding TJ. S. Fleet off Galveston.
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Letter from Acting Bear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Captain
bands, U. S. Navy, referring to request for transportation of Con-
federate commissioner to New Orleans.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,
Of Mobile, May 26, 1865.

Sir : Last evening I heard of the Preston oflf the Mississippi, steam-
ing east. This morning I have your dispatch, under date 22d instant,
enclosing one from the rebel colonel, Ashbel Smith, addressed to you,
and proposing the commission of General Magruder to be sent to
New Orleans. I send back to you the Preston, and hope you may be
able to send the commission to New Orleans at once by a fast vessel.
I shall keep the Cuyler here, as I have nothing else to move in, but
had it not been for this affair, should have sent her to you. Canby is
at New Orleans, but I shall telegraph at once the contents of the dis-
patch, and I shall probably go over until the negotiation is ended,
and may come down then to see you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Adyniral.

Captain B. F. Sands, U. S. Navy,
Coast of Texas.

P. S.—Still busy in sending off paroled rebel navy officers, as per
agreement. Commodore Rousseau is disposed of, but Buchanan I
have still on hand ; also about seventy-five others and 400 men.

H. K. T.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting
additional reports regarding an explosion of ordnance stores, and
consequent fire in Mobile.

No. 140.] U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. 148 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., May 29, 1865.

Sir: I regret to inform the Department that a terrible explosion
took place in Mobile on the 25th instant, resulting not only in the
destruction of a considerable portion of the upper part of the city,

but in great loss of life.

Marshall's warehouse, where the ordnance stores which exploded
were stored, was perhaps three-quarters of a mile from the flagship,

and fragments of shell fell on board that vessel. Immediately after

the explosion, Fleet Captain Commander Simpson repaired to the
scene of disaster with a large force of sailors under his command
and rendered most valuable assistance. I forward herewith his re-

port (enclosure No. 1) , and desire to bring to the notice of the Depart-
ment the gallant conduct of Quartermaster Cooper, as given in Com-
mander Simpson's narrative.

The tug Cowslip (the only tug at my disposal), under the command
of Acting Master W. T. Bacon, rendered very efficient aid in towing
out of danger three vessels, which otherwise would have been de-
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stroyed. His rep<»t (No. 2) is enclosed. This officer on this, as on

every other, occasion proved himself an officer of ability and energy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral^ Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gn)EON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosures.]

West Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off City of Mobile, May 26, 1865.

Sir : I hate the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 25th

instant a destructive explosion of ordnance stores occurred at Mar-
shall's warehouse in this city. A portion of the ammunition surren-

dered to General Canby by General Eichard Taylor, of the Confed-

erate service, had been placed in Marshall's warehouse preparatory

to transportation to the bombproofs in the forts, and by some unex-

plained accident the explosion occurred at this place.

The entire adjoining portion of the city was shortly in flames,

and a fresh south wind assisted the work of destruction.

The loss of life has not been ascertained, but it is already known to

be very large.

I visited the scene of the fire, and with a large force of sailors was
enabled to do some service, the presence of the sailors in the neigh-

borhood of the exploding shells tending much to restore a partial

feeling of confidence to the firemen and others, who were prevented

by the bursting shells from working to advantage in extinguishing

the fire.

I regret that two of our men were killed during the afternoon.

I desire to call your particular attention to the gallantry displayed

by Quartermaster John Cooper, of the staff, a medal man of the

U. S. S. Brooklyn, who, at the risk of being blown to pieces by ex-

ploding shells, advanced through the bummg locality to rescue a

wounded man from what would have been certain death. His efforts

were successful, and he returned carrying the man on his back.

Very respectfully,

E. Simpson,
Fleet Caftain.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Tblatcheh,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, Mobile, Ala.

U. S. S. Cowslip,
Mobile, Ala., May 26, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that at about 3:20 p. m. on the

25th instant, a few moments after the explosion of the magazine
in Marshall's warehouse, with your permission I got underway and
proceeded to the scene of destruction. The schooner Orville, loaded
with hay, was lying very near some burning barges and in imminent
danger. I took her in tow and brought her to a place of safety on
the opposite side of the river. I then steamed up the river to where
the Kate Dale was burning, to see if there were any persons on
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board in need of assistance. I .then ran back toward the fire, and
succeeded in saving the bark W. G. Anderson, then at anchor opposite
the burning pile and against which the hulk of a burning steamer
was drifting, and also took the steamer N. W. Thomas in tow, and
succeeded in anchoring them all safely beyond reach of the fire. I
then steamed up to the dock, and, finding I could render no further
assistance, I returned to my former position near the flagship.
While returning from the Kate Dale I dispatched a boat to steamer

Tamaulipas, in charge of Acting Ensign A. Kalinski, to render her
or others any assistance in his power. When he returned he reported
that he had removed three wounded men from the Tamaulipas to the
Sebago, and before returning went on shore and reported to Com-
mander E. Simpson for any duty to which he might assign him.

I can not speak too highly of the officers and men under my com-
mand for the manner in which they performed the duties to which
they were called.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. T. Bacon,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Hear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, Mobile, Ala.

Letter from Major Fredberg, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral
ThatcTier, U. S. Navy, transmitting telegram from Major-General
Cunby regarding troops for Apalachicola.

Hdqbs. Aemy and Div. of West Mississippi,

Mobile, Ala., May 26, 1865.

The following telegram has just been received

:

New Orleans,- Jfoy 26, 1865.

Major Fredberg, in charge of our headquarters at Mobile, will report to you
when the troops intended for Apalachicola have all embarked. One steamer
with troops for that command is already at Barrancas, and I desire that the
other steamers in the convoy stop at that place, so that the whole fleet, together
with General Asboth, who goes to locate the new post, can proceed all together
to their destination.

B. R. S. Canbt,
Major-Oeneral.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatchee,
MoMle, Ala.

To this I would most respectfully add that as soon as the Quarter-

master's Department can furnish the necessary transportation for the

troops I shall at once report the fact to you.

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
Alfred Fredberg,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, off Mobile^ Ala.
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Instructions of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Com-

mander Crosby, U. S. Navy, to he followed during the absence of

the former from the station off Mobile.

West Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off City of Mobile, May 26, 1865.

SiK : During my absence from this port you will exercise a super-

vision of all the duties of senior and commanding officer of the naval

forces off and north of Dog Eiver Bar.

Advance as rapidly as possible the raising and repairs of the tug-

boats Glasgow and Althea, as well as the repairs on the ironclads, the

first of which, when ready for service, will proceed at once to the

vicinity of Fort Morgan and report to the senior officer of the Third

Division or senior officer present for duty.

The paroled officers and men of the late Confederate naval forces

in these waters will be furnished with transportation to the nearest

points to their homes as they apply for the same. This transporta-

tion has been tendered by Major-General Canby in any army vessels

under his orders, but to no point north of Hampton Roads will they

be allowed to proceed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com,manding West Gulf Squadron.

Commander Peirce Crosby,
Commanding U. S. S. Metacomet, off Dog River Bar.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Major-
General Canby, U. S. Army, requesting to be present at the confer-

ence with Confederate commissioner at New Orleans.

West Gulf Squadron,
U. "S. Flagship Stockdale, off Mobile, [May 26,* 1865.']

General: I received a dispatch from Texas from Colonel Ashbel
Smith, commanding at Galveston, to say that General Magruder
would send a commissioner to New Orleans, who desired to see you.
I immediately ordered Captain Sands, senior officer on the coast, to
dispatch this commissioner at once to New Orleans in one of our
fast vessels, and on his arrival I would like to be present, if agreeable
to you, to negotiate for any naval surrender which the rebels may
have for me. I have a vessel in readiness to convoy your troops, if

you will please advise me of time and place of departure, which may
be arranged when I see you at New Orleans. I shall probably go to

Texas in the steamer R. R. Cuyler, which I have here, but after going
to New Orleans. I furnish General Granger with the information at

6 a. m. to-day.

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Army and Division of West Mississippi.

* May have been written May 24. See Granger to Christenseu, p. 196.
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[Telegram.]'

Hdqrs. Mil. Division of West Mississippi,
New Orleans^ May 26, 1865.

By the terms of the convention entered into to-dav the men and
material of the C. S. Navy in the Trans-Mississippi Department are
to be surrendered to the Mississippi and West Gulf Squadrons. As
the commissioners desire to return at once, I will ask Captain Greene
to act for you. Will you please confirm this ?

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Comdg. West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Mobile Bay.

[Same to Admiral Lee, substituting Captain Foster's name for
Captain Greene.]

[Telegram.]

Hdqes. Mil. Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, May 26, 1865.

The arrangement in regard to matters west of the river is so far
completed that the necessary papers will in all probability be signed
at a convention to be held this afternoon. I have invited Captain
Greene to represent you on the occasion.

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Gommariding.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Mobile, Ala.

Letter from, Major-General Canby, TJ. S. Army, to Rear-Admiral
Thatcher, U. S. Navy, promising assistance in recovery of naval
property reported to he at Montgomery, Ala.

Hdqrs. Army and Div. of West Mississippi,

Mobile, Ala., May 26, 1865.

Admiral: In the absence of Major-General Canby, I have the
honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of yester-

day's date, relating to certain plans, documents, and papers connected
with the Pensacola navy yard, as well as the apparatus of the light-

house, reported to be in Montgomery, Ala., and to say that Major-
General A. J. Smith, commanding U. S. forces in northern Alabama,
Montgomery, will be instructed to use every effort to recover this

property, and, if found, to forward it to your care.

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

Alfred Fredberg,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Stockdale, off Mobile, Ala.
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Order of the Acting Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral

Thatcher, V. S. Navy, regarding the V. S. S. Kanawha.

Navt Department, May £7, 1865.

SiE : In reply to your dispatch of the 13th instant, the Department

directs you to send the U. S. S. Kanawha north.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. V. Fox,

Acting Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron, off Mobile.

Order of the Acting Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral

Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to forward information regarding the laying

up of ironclads and iron vessels.

Navy Department, May 29, 1865.

Sir : Having in view the laying up of the ironclads and iron vessels

in your squadron, the Department desires your opinion as to the most
suitable locality within the limits of your command for the purpose,

and to be informed upon what conditions a suitable place can be pro-

cured. Fresh water is necessary, and the locality should be perfectly

secure.

Very respectfully,
^ ^ a V. Fox,

Acting Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron,

New Orleans, La.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, V. S. Navy, to Acting Rear-
Admiral Thatcher, TJ . S. Navy, regarding the laying up at New
Orleans of the V. S. ironclads Choctaw and Lafayette.

Mound City, May 29, 1865.

Admiral: The Department has ordered me, under date of 22d of
May, to lay up the ironclads Choctaw and Lafayette in ordinary at

New Orleans, turning them over to you when stripped and the
officers and men are detached. The Bureau of Equipment and Re-
cruiting authorizes me, under date of May 11, to transfer surplus
men to the West Gulf Squadron after laying up the vessels of this

squadron. I have directed Lieutenant-Commander Foster to send
the Choctaw and Lafayette to New Orleans, in charge of a regular
officer, to report to you, execute the Department's order, and bring
back the officers of those vessels in a tinclad which will accompany
them for the purpose.

I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher^ U. S. Navy, to Major-
General Canby, U. S. Army, transmitting correspondence regard-
ing affairs on the Texas Coast.

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
H8 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., June 1, 1865.

General : I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of dispatches
this moment received from the commanding officer of the naval forces

on the coast of Texas, which, with the correspondence between Cap-
tain B. F. Sands and General Magruder, will inform you of the
present condition of aflPairs on the Texas coast. From private infor-

mation received by the Florida (just arrived), I infer that a mob
has possession of Galveston and its defenses.

I have uie honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

H. K. Thatchebj
Acting Bear-Admiral.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Army and Division of West Mississippi.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Fort Jackson,

Of Galveston, Tex., May 29, 1865.

Sir : You will send in by flag of truce the enclosed communication
directed to the commanding officer at mouth of Brazos (Velasco),

which I have just received from Major-General Magruder, command-
ing District of Texas, etc., with a request to forward it.

Let all your communications with the shore be by flag of truce

during the negotiations which are now pending, and commit no act

that would interrupt them.
B. F. Sands,

Captain, V. S. Navy.

Acting Lieutenant J. R. Beers,

Commanding U. S. S. Penguin, off Velasco.

U. S. S. Fort Jackson,

Off Galveston, Tex., May 30, 1865.

Admiral : Yesterday a flag of truce from Galveston brought me a

communication from Major-General Magruder, a copy of which I

herewith enclose, together with my reply, which I hope will meet your

approval. I had not the force to garrison and hold those places, and

I felt it incumbent upon me not to commit any act that would inter-

rupt or retard the present negotiations. The people and army of

Texas are very much excited and divided in regard to these negotia-

tions, and we must be very cautious not to act so as to embarrass the

commissioners. I did not acceed to their proposition for an armis-

tice, as I wished to reserve the right to act if you should not approve
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of my course, but I have refrained from any act that might interfere

with the negotiations pending.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, etc.,

B. F. Sands,
Captain, U. S. Navy, Commanding Third Division

West Gulf Squadron.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hdqrs. District of Texas, N. Mex., and Abizona,
Houston, May 27, 1866.

Captain : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 25th instant, with which I am satisfied.

It may be desirable to remove some troops from Galveston Island
and substitute others, but I have to assure you that there will be no
increase or diminution of the garrison at that place, and I have given
the order to Colonel [Walter L.] Mann, commanding at Galveston,
to impress upon his men to do no act to disturb the present relations

existing between the fleet and the garrison.
I have left small garrisons at Sabine Pass and the mouth of the

Brazos. I would suggest, in the same sincere spirit which you mani-
fest, to settle these momentous difficulties between the State of Texas
and the United States, that you give orders without delay to the com-
manding officer of the blockading squadron off Sabine Pass and the
mouth of the Brazos to preserve the status which at present exists
until the termination of the present negotiations, or until you have
received other instructions from the proper United States authorities,
and I enclose you copies of orders to the commanding officers at
Sabine Pass and at the mouth of the Brazos, which I beg leave to
request that you will send by steamer under flag of truce as addressed.
They are left open for your perusal. The delivery of these two orders
will, I think, insure the continuance of the present status.
The frankness with which I submit these orders to you is the best

evidence of the sincerity of my intention to act in perfect good faith.
The headquarters of the Trans-Mississippi Department having been
moved to this place. General Smith, commanding the Trans-Missis-
sippi Department, will be here to-day. Should he disapprove of the
course I have pursued, you will be immediately notified; but should
you hear nothmg further from me, you may consider that General
Smith has approved of my actions.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. Bankhead Magrudeb,

Major-GeneroU, Commanding District Texas,
New Mexico, and Arizona.

Captain B. F. Sands,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, off Galveston.
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U. S. S- Fort Jackson,

Oif Galveston, Tex., May 29, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communica-
tion of 27th instant, expressing your satisfaction with mine of 25th
instant and enclosing copy of your orders to your commanding offi-

cers at Sabine Pass and Velasco, with request to forward them by
steamer under flag of truce as addressed.

I have to state that the commanding officer of the United States

vessel blockading off Sabine Pass has reported to me the evacua-
tion by the forces of the forts there, on the 24th instant, and that

upon visiting them he found the guns spiked and forts abandoned.
I have a similar report from the commanding officer off Velasco;

and in a spirit not to interrupt the negotiations now pending, I
have not occupied those places, and I will direct that all communi-
cation there shall be by flag of truce.

Appreciating the frankness with which you submit to me your
orders to the commanding officers of those places, I will dispatch

them as requested.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, etc., your obedient

servant,
B. F. Sands,

Captain, United States Navy,
Commanding 3d Division West Gulf Squadron.

Major-General J. Bankhead Maghuder,
Com,7nanding District of Texas, etc.

:

Hdqks. District or Texas, N. Mex., and Arizona,
"Houston, May 31, 1865.

Sir: I have just received your note of the 29th instant. I assure

you I appreciate highly the delicacy of the course you have pursued

toward me.
I was not aware of the evacuation of Sabine Pass and Velasco

when I gave the orders alluded to ; otherwise I would not have given

you the trouble of communicating with those places.

I am, commodore, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. Bankhead Magrudek,
Major-General, Commanding District of Texas.

Commodore Sands,
Commanding V. S. Fleet off Galveston.

Order of Acting Secretary of the Navy to Acting Volunteer Lieu-

tenant Eaton, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Forp Morgan.

Navt Department, May 30, 1865.

Sir: On the 31st instant proceed with the U. S. S. Fort Morgan on

another trip to the West Gulf Squadron, governing yourself by the

general instructions heretofore addressed to you.
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Touch at Key West going out and returning, also at Hampton
Roads returning. Enter the port of New York as usual.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. V. Fox,
Acting Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander Wm. B. Eaton,
Commanding V. S. S. Fort Morgan, New York.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, May 31, 1865.

Acting Rear-Admiral Lee has been directed to deliver to you a

quantity of ordnance stores for transportation to Pensacola. Eeceive

and forward them.
G. V. Fox,

Acting Secretary of Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
Commanding West Gulf Blockading Squadron,

New Orleans, La.

Report of Gctmmander Le Roy, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Ossipee, regarding execution of orders for convoy duty.

U. S. Steam Sloop Ossipee,
Mobile Bay, May 31, 1865.

Captain : In compliance with the directions contained in Admiral
Thatcher's telegram, dated the 29th instant, received on the same
night, for the Ossipee to be held in readiness to convoy troops to

the coast of Texas and to put myself in communication with the

military commander and arrange with him time and place of depar-

ture, I proceeded to Mobile on the morning of yesterday, the 30th,

and succeeded the same evening in communicating my orders to

General Granger, who in reply stated he did not see any necessity for

a convoy. General Granger could not fix upon any particular time
.for his departure, but did not think he would be ready to leave under
ten days, if so soon.

I deem it proper to represent to you the result of my interview

for the information of the admiral commanding the West Gulf
Squadron, especially as this ship, from the exceeding slow rate of
speed, is not particularly well adapted for convoying, nor is she,

from her present condition of hull and machinery, in a very good
condition for cruising. I will, however, as far as is in my power,
endeavor to have the ship in" readiness to obey the admiral's order.

I deem it prober also to remark that should there be much delay we
may be embarrassed for coal, as I have not been enabled to fill up,
and the coal received last night was of most miserable description.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. E. Le Roy, Commander.
Captain George F. Emmons, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Third Division, Mobile Bay.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to Commander
Crosby, V. S. Navy, for repairs to the U. S. S. Cowslip.

U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. 148 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., May 31, 1866.

Sir: As soon as the Narcissus is ready for service you will send
the U. S. Q. Cowslip to Pensacola for such repairs as are necessary
to keep her in running order.

Respectfully, H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Commander, Peirce Crosby,
U. S. S. Metacomet, Senior Officer Present, Mobile, Ala.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to Major-
General Banks, V. S. Army, regarding the evacuation of the

^ enemy''s posts.

XJ. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. H8 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., May 31, 1865.

General: Your dispatch of the 23d instant has just reached me.
In reply, I have the honor to state that from every appearance there

is reason to believe that the posts of the enemy are being evac-
uated; and, although I have nothing official from Brashear City, I
have an official dispatch, dated " Off Sabine Pass, 25th of May," to

the effect that Forts Mannahasset and Griffin have been evacuated
and thafthe United States flag was hoisted by one of our gunboats
on the walls. If, general, you still deem it necessary to place an-

other gunboat off Brashear City I will endeavor to do so.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Major-General N. P. Banks, U. S. Army,
Commanding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans, La.

Letter from Major-General Canby, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-

Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding transportation of garri-

sons for Texas coast.

Hdqrs. Division of West Mississippi,

New Orleans, May 31, 1865.

Admiral: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

note of this date and to state that garrisons will be sent to all points

on the Texas coast as fast as transportation can be procured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.

N W B VOL 22 14



210 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADKON.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Major-

General Canhy, U. S. Army, regarding the desertion of fort at

Matagorda.

Naval Headquarters,
1J^8 Canal Street, New Orleans, May 31, 1865.

General : I have the honor to inform you that official advices have

reached me to the effect that the old fort at Matagorda is entirely

deserted and that there is nothing to prevent a light-draft vessel

from going into the pass. Two boats from gunboat Virginia passed

in on the 22d instant.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Commanding Army and Division of Mississippi.

Order of Acting Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral
Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the reduction of the West Gulf
Squadron.

Navy Department, May 31, 1865.

Sir: Reduce the West Gulf Squadron to the following number of

steamers with all possible dispatch, viz

:

Six tugboats, fifteen other steamers, one monitor ironclad, one Mis-
sissippi ironclad.

You can have in addition such store vessels as may be required in

connection with this force.

Select the most efficient vessels for retention and send to the Depart-
ment a list of them. Lay up the^urplus ironclads at New Orleans.

Such of the surplus purchased vessels as can possibly be sold at

New Orleans may be retained there for that purpose, and will be sold

under directions of the Chief of the Bureau of Construction, and all

otherSj both purchased and Regular Na^v, must be sent North before
the middle of July, one-half of them to New York, one-quarter to

Philadelphia, and the remainder to Boston, if they are in a condition
to make the voyage ; otherwise not.

Fill up the vessels that remain as the fixed force of the squadron
with their complement of officers and men. Retain for this purpose
good volunteer officers, so far as possible those who wish to continue
a while longer in the service, and send North all other volunteer
officers for the purpose of being mustered out of the service. Of the
men, send home those who have the least time to serve.

When the squadron is reduced as above ordered, it is desirable that
Pensacola should be the depot, and all repairs be made at that yard if

possible.

In forwarding to the Department a list of the vessels retained,
send with it lists of the officers of each and complete muster rolls of
their crews, the latter to the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting.

All property hitherto belonging to the rebel Naval Department, or
that was under its control, will oe taken possession of by you and
an account taken, with an estimate of the value thereof, and forwarded
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to this Department. If such property is in possession of the United
States mihtary forces, make a written request for it and report your
action to this Department that the necessary orders may be given by
the War Department for its delivery to the Navy.
Economize in the use of coal and give directions to all vessels to

keep steam down, except in an emergency, of which the senior officer
shall judge, under directions of the commander of the squadron.
The title of the squadron under your command will hereafter be

the "West Gulf Squadron.
Very respectfully, etc., G. V. Fox,

Acting Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,

Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding
the evacuation of the defenses of Sahine Pass.

No. 144.J U. S. Naval Headquarters,
No. 148 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., May 31, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that a dispatch
under date of the 25th instant was this day received from Captain
B. F. Sands, reporting the evacuation of the defenses of Sabine Pass
(Forts Mannahasset and Griffin). Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-
Commander L. W. Pennington hoisted the United States flag on these
forts. The guns, 5 in number, were all spiked. Fort Griffin is de-
scribed as having five bombproofs covered with 2 feet of solid timber,
2 layers of railroad iron, and 4 feet of earth on top. There were four
magazines of like construction. Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Com-
mander Pennington not having force to hold the forts, retired to his
vessel, leaving the American flag flying.

Under date of the 27th instant Captain Sands reports that the
rebel army of Texas have generally disbanded and gone home. The
terms of surrender recently executed in this city between the rebel

commissioners sent by General Kirby Smith and General Canby,
U. S. Army, having been complied with on the part of the rebels, it

only remains to occupy the fortifications. With regard to the rebel

naval force in Texas, I am assured by the Confederate Lieutenant
Commanding Jonathan [H.] Carter, who is now here and declares

himself to be the senior naval officer, that there is no naval property,
nor any officers in Texas on the seaboard, and only one vessel in the

Red River (the ram Missouri), which will be surrendered to the

commander of the Mississippi Sqiiadron.

I propose, so soon as General Canby is ready to occupy Galveston,

to place two or three gunboats of light draft within the harbor for

the present to aid the military authorities in preserving order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admired, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, to Major-

General Canby, U. 8. Army, announcing the evacuation of Forts

Mannahasset and Griffin, defenses at Sabine Pass.

Naval Headquarters,
11,8 Canal Street, New Orleans, May 31, 1865.

General: I have the honor to inform you that the Texas forts,

Mannahasset and Griffin, commanding the approaches to Sabine Pass,

have been evacuated after spiking the guns. The United States flag

was raised by the commander of the Oioasco, gunboat. Griffin has

five bombproofs and five guns. Bombproofs covered with 2 feet solid

timber, 2 layers of railroad iron, and 4 feet of earth on top. Four
magazines are constructed in like manner. Mannahasset mounts four

guns. These forts could not be occupied for want of sufficient men.
The Stonewall surrendered to the Spanish authorities on the 20th

instant, after a summons from Admiral Stribling from his fleet.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Major-General E. E. S. Canby.

Vessels attached to West Gulf Squadron, June 1, 1865.

Name.
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Vessels attached to West Guif Squadron, June 1, 1865—Continued.

Name.
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middle and southern Mississippi and Alabama. Steele's and Ben-

ton's commands were brought back and preparations commenced for

operations west of the Mississippi. While these were progressing

I was instructed by the lieutenant-general that the main expedition

against the Trans-Mississippi Department would move from the

Arkansas and that I would cooperate with an expedition moving by
water against Galveston. This was subsequently abandoned, and by
direction from the same authority an expedition of 12,000 men was
fitted out and sent under Steele to the Rio Grande. In the meantime
proposals looking to the surrender of the Trans-Mississippi army and
navy were made to me, and on the 26th of May the surrender was
concluded by the conveiltion of that date. Captain Greene, the

senior officer, representing the U. S. Navy at the conference. Troops
were immediately sent to occupy the surrendered territory, but before

they had reached their destinations the rebel forces, with the excep-

tion of a few organizations, had passed beyond the control of their

officers and dispersed to their homes, taking with them a large part

of the property that had been surrendered.

In these operations, as well as during the whole period of my com-
mand in the Southwest, I was materially aided by the zealous and
efficient cooperation of the naval forces of the West Gulf and Missis-

sippi squadrons, and a more eflfective acknowledgment than mine is

due to Admiral Farragut, Commodore Palmer, Admiral Thatcher,
successive commanders of the West Gulf, and Admirals Porter and
Lee, of the Mississippi Squadron, and to their subordinates in both
squadrons.*******

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

Ed. R. S. Canby,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Chief of Staff,
Headquarters of the Army, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Major-General
Canby, U. S. Army, requesting information regarding terms of sur-

render of Confederate forces.

Mississippi Squadron,
Flagship Tennessee, Mound City, June 1, 1865.

General : Your telegram of May 26 states :
" By the terms of the

convention entered into to-day the men and material of the Confeder-
ate States Navy in the terms * are to be surrendered to Mississippi
[and] West Gulf Squadrons." I understand by this that the sur-
render of the men and material of the Confederate States Navy
within the limits of my command is to be made to me as commander
of the Mississippi Squadron, and that such men and material of the
Confederate States Navy as may be at Galveston and other Gulf
ports will be surrendered to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, com-
mander of the West Gulf Squadron, as being within the limits of his
command. This course would be regular and proper, and I hope that

* In the original dispatcli it reads " in the Trans-Mississippi Department"
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it will be observed. The same portion of the rebel naval force should
not be surrendered to both squadrons. Will you be good enough to
give me an official copy of the convention and acquaint me with the
steps you may take, to avoid confusion and insure regularity in the
terms of surrender of the men and material of the Confederate States
Navy within the limits of my command, which extends from New
Orleans up the Mississippi, embracing its tributaries and connecting
rivers and bayous?

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,

S. P. Lee,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General E. R. S. Canby,
Comm,anding Department of the Gulf, New Orleans.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, announcing
the sending of U. S. S. Arkansas, for sanitary reasons, to Ports-
mouth, N . H.

U. S. Flagship Stockdale,

Off City of New Orleans, June 5, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have or-

dered the Arkansas, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant N. Kirby com-
manding, to procfeed with all dispatch to Portsmouth, [N. H.], as the

advancing hot season renders it imperative that she should be sent

North at once, having had the yellow fever on board two years in

succession.

There are several of the crew of the vessel whom I had intended to

try by court-martial, but to do this would require the detention of the

Arkansas, which, for sanitary reasons, is out of the question. I have
therefore directed the commanding oflScer of the Arkansas, on his

arrival at Portsmouth, to report the circumstances to the Department
and ask for instructions.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter from Major-General Canby, U. S. Army, to Acting Rear-

Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, requesting transportation for pris-

oners.

Headquarters Department of the Gulf,
New Orleans, La., June 5, 1865.

Sir : I am directed by the Secretary of War to send certain impor-

tant prisoners of state to Fort Pulaski and Washington as early as

possible, and take leave to ask if you have any gunboat or transport

bound North which could, without too much inconvenience, take these



216 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

prisoners and stop at Fort Pulaski to deliver those who are destined

for that place?

Very respectfully, E. E...S. Canby,
Major-General.

Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Letter from Major-General Canby, V. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Com-
mander Fitzhugh, V. S. Navy, announcing the removal of military

restrictions in western Louisiana.

Headquarters Departbient of the Gulf,
New Orleans, La., June 6, 1865.

The principal points in western Louisiana having been occupied by
our forces, I have removed all military restrictions on the movements
of persons and property in that country. No more military permits

or passes are required.

E. R. S. Canby,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain Fitzhugh, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces Mouth of Red River.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, regarding the

occupation by the V. S. naval forces of Galveston, Tex.

No. 151.] West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship R. R. Cuyler, off Galveston, Tex., June 8, 1865.

Sir: In my dispatch No. 136, written at Mobile, I informed the

Department that rebel commissioners at Galveston had desired trans-

portation to New Orleans to meet General Canby with a view to

arranging terms of surrender and that I had directed such transpor-

tation to be furnished.

On the evening of the 28th of May I arrived at New Orleans,
where I remained until the morning of the 5th instant, and during
that period had several official interviews with Colonel Ashbel Smith,
the commander of the defenses of Galveston, who assured me that
there would be no opposition on the part of the forces under his com-
mand or the people to the occupation of Galveston by the Navy. On
the morning of the 5th I left New Orleans in the U. S. S. R. R.
Cuyler and arrived oflF Galveston yesterday at 2 p. m.
Captain Sands then informed me that on the 2d instant Major-Gen-

eral E. Kirby Smith and Major-General J. B. Magruder came on
board the U. S. S. Fort Jackson, where they were met by Brigadier-
General E. J. Davis, representing Major-General E. R. S. Canby, and
the terms gf surrender heretofore agreed upon between representa-
tives of Generals Smith and Canby were signed by General E. Kirby
Smith.
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After the signing of the articles of surrender Captain Sands im-
mediately took the necessary steps to buoy out the channels, and on
the 5th instant proceeded inside the bar in the U. S. S. Gomubia,
followed by the Preston, and landed at Galveston, accompanied by
Commander Stevens, Commander Downes, and Lieutenant-Com-
mander Wilson. An interview was held with the mayor, Charles H.
Leonard, after which the flag of the United States was raised on the
custom-house, the citizens conducting themselves in the most orderly
manner. The flag is now flying on all the forts in the harbor, but
as we have not sufficient force from the fleet to garrison the latter, I
have directed the light-draft gunboats Comubia, Preston, and New
London to remain inside the bar, where they will soon be joined by
the Port Royal. I have also given orders to Commander Lb Roy, of
the Ossipee, to convoy, with his vessel the troops which General
Canby, it is hoped, will, in a few days, be ready to dispatch to

occupy the different ports on the coast already surrendered to us.

General Brown, of the U. S. Army, on the 1st instant, with a
brigade, took possession of the garrison at Brownsville; the other

ports on the coast of Texas which have been heretofore blockaded
by our vessels are now held by the naval forces. Thus blockade run-

ning from Galveston and the coast of Texas is at an end.

To-day I went on shore and had an interview with the civil and
military authorities, by whom I was cordially received, and in con-

versation these gentlemen expressed themselves anxious for a speedy

restoration of the old order of things, and reiterated their desire that

a portion of our naval forces should remain within the harbor for

their protection.

On this visit I was accompanied by Captain Sands and a part of

my staff.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—The R. R. Cuyler will now proceed to New York in obedi-

ence to orders of the Department.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher,

U. S. Navy, designating his reduced force as the Gulf Squadron.

Navy Department, June 9, 1865.

Sm: When your squadron is reduced to the number of vessels desig-

nated in the orders of the Department, dated May 31, you will pro-

ceed to Key West, Fla., and relieve Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling

(or, in his absence, the senior officer of the East Gulf Squadron) in

the command of that squadron ; and until further orders there will

be but one squadron on the Gulf coast, to be under your command
and to be distinguished as the Gulf Squadron, with headquarters at



218 WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQXJADKON.

Pensacola. The limits of the squadron will be Cape Florida on the

east and the Eio Grande on the west.

A copy of Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling's order is enclosed.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, regarding the

arrival of vessels in Mobile Bay.

No. 153.] West Gulf Squadhon,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Mobile Bay, June 12, 1866.

Sir : I have the honor to report to the Department the arrival of

the U. S. S. Mercedita, Lieutenant-Commander M. Haxtun, in this

bay on the 10th instant ; also the supply steamer Fort Morgan.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the

fitting of V. S. S. Estrella as his flagship.

No. 154.J West Gulf Squadron,
Flagship Estrella, Mobile Bay, June 12, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that I have had
the Estrella fitted up for my flagship, and| in order to economize
room, the vessel being small, and to facilitate business, I have ap-
pointed my flag lieutenant, M. L. Johnson, to command her.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, responding
to the Departmenfs request for an opinion as to most suitable local-
ity for laying up ironclads and iron vessels.

No. 157.] West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Mobile Bay, June 12, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-
ment's dispatch dated the 29th of May, referring to the laying up of
the ironclads and iron vessels in this squadron, and desiring my
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opinion as to the most suitable locality within the limits of my com-
mand for that purpose.
There is, in my opinion, no suitable locality within the limits of

my command for the purpose required.
I could not advise any locality on the Alabama or Tombigbee

rivers , and the Mississippi at New Orleans is not only unhealthy but
the levee for several miles is usually crowded with vessels. This re-

mark applies more particularly to the ironclads. As to the iron
vessels, they are mostly purchased as prize steamers of light draft,

and at the present time are of essential service in the squadron.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gtdf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding

the disposition of the U. S. S. R. R. Cuyler.

West Gulp Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Mobile Bay, June 12, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-

ment's dispatch dated May 17, directing me to send the R. R. Cuyler

to New York to be laid up and sold.

In accordance therewith I have ordered Commander Caldwell to

proceed to New York, and on his arrival there to report to the De-

partment by letter.

Second Assistant Engineer L. W. Robinson has been detached

from the Kennehec and ordered to the R. R. Cuyler, as directed in

the Department's dispatch dated May 8.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, regarding

convoy duty performed hy the U. S. S. Itasca in cooperation with

Brigadier-General Ashoth at Pensacola.

' West Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Estrella, Mobile Bay, June 14, 1865.

Sir • I have the honor to report to the Department that on the 26th

ultimo General Canby informed me through Major Fredberg, assist-

ant adjutant-general, that he purposed sending troops to Apalachi-

cola, Fla., and requested that I would detail one of my gunboats

to convoy the steamers on which the troops were to be embarked from

Pensacola to Apalachicola and back, the army expedition being under

the charge of General Asboth.
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In accordance with this request I ordered Lieutenant-Commander
N. Green, commanding the Itasca, to proceed at once to Pensacola

for that purpose.

I enclose herewith (marked No. 1) a copy of Lieutenant-Com-

mander Green's report to me after his return, and also (marked
No. 2) a copy of General Asboth's letter to Lieutenant-Commander
Green, from which letter the Department will perceive how faith-

fully and handsomely that officer performed his duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Itasca,

Off Fort Morgan, June- 8, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders

of May 27, I proceeded with the Itasca, under my command, to Pen-
sacola and successfully and satisfactorily convoyed from that place

the army transports Peabody, Clyde, Nathaniel P. Banhs, Hussar,
and Tampico to Apalachicola, and on their return, except the Tam-
picd, arriving at Pensacola on the morning of the 7th instant.

I respectfully enclose a copy of the letter from the commanding
general, expressing his satisfaction of the eificiency of the convoy.

I arrived at this anchorage this evening, having been detained at

Pensacola one day waiting for the schooner Bidder to be loaded with
coal, and towed her to this place by order of the commandant of the
navy yard.
The part of your orders to return to the anchorage whence I started

has not been carried out, owing to the unwillingness of the senior

officer at this place to allow me to proceed.'
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Nathl. Green,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding Western Gulf Squadron.

Hdqrs. District West Florida,
Barrancas, June 6, 1865.

My Dear Captain: I beg to thank you for the safe convoy, so
efficiently rendered, to the fleet of army transports with troops and
supplies from Barrancas to Apalachicola.
Your nautical skill piloted us through the zigzags of narrow chan-

nels with the utmost certainty, thus contributing materially to the
successful trip, as well as your friendly readiness to assist whenever
required, has secured a speedy discharge of the transports.
Your friendly courtesy bestowed upon myself and all my officers

added to your efficient services a luster never to be forgotten, and be
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assured that nothing would give me more pleasure than an early
opportunity to express by acts my high appreciation.

Truly, your friend and servant,
* AsBOTH, Brigadier-General.

Captain N. Green, U. S. Navy,
Commanding TJ . S. S. Itasca.

Letter from the U. S. consul at Tampico, Mexico, to the Secretary of
the Navy, requesting the presence of a naval. vessel at that port, for
the protection of legal trade.

U. S. Consulate-General,
Tampico, June 17, 1865.

Sir : On the 10th ultimo I had the honor to address a letter to you
upon the subject of the steamer Granite City, which vessel still re-
jnains in this port, without any visible preparations for sea.

I have now to acquaint you that on the 12th instant the steamer
Sonora, belonging to New Orleans, owned by Felix Claud, of said
place, arrived at the anchorage of this city under British colors, and
reported to the authorities that she had escaped from Matagorda
Bay, Texas, with a part of the cargo of cotton which had been taken
on board with the intention of running the blockade; but the dis-

banded Confederate troops robbed the said steamer of 300 bales of
her cargo, leaving only 38 bales on board, which have been admitted
to entry at the custom-house as on former occasions.

The Sonora, while pursuing a legal trade between New Orleans
and Matamoras, was boarded by a band of armed rebels in the waters
of Brazos and piratically captured and sent to the coast of Texas.
I am not in possession of the exact date of the capture of this

steamer, but I believe it occurred in December, 1864.

I am making every effort in my power to induce the authorities
of this place to seize the Sonora, as the property of an absent citizen

of the United States, piratically wrested from him, but in the
absence of documentary evidence to sustain my demand, and having
to contend with authorities whose sympathies are manifestly in
favor of our defeated enemies, I have but little or no hopes of any'
favorable results.

The British consul at this port disowns the Sonora as a British

vessel, and demanded a surrender of the flag she came in under.

Under these circumstances I trust it may enter into your views to

send a vessel of war here to look after the steamers in question and
.•nich others as are now expected to arrive here from Texas under
similar circumstances.

I have the honor to be, sir, with great esteem and respect, your most
obedient servant,

Franklin Chase.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the V . S. Navy, Washington.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, June 19, 1865.

Have you received the Department's order of«May 31, to reduce

the West Gulf Squadron?
G. Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral
Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, that one of the Western river monitors be

sent to Washington, D. C.

Navy Department, June 20, 1865.

Sir : If you are of the opinion that one of the Western river mon-
itors in your squadron, having Eads' platform for raising and lower-
ing the guns, can be sent round to Washington in safety, the Depart-
ment wishes you to send her, accompanied by a vessel or vessels to
look out for her in case she needs assistance or towing.

Very respectfully, etc.,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Eear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, requesting
that the V. S. S. Hartford or Pensacola he fitted as a flagship for
his command.

West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, off City of Mohile, June 22, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that in sending
north the sloops Richmond, Lackawanna, and Ossipee for necessary
repairs which could not be made here, I am left Avithout a suitable
cruising flagship. I would therefore respectfully request the Depart-
ment to allow me to have the Pensacola or Hartford, or a vessel of
the same class, which could readily enter the bays of Mobile and
Pensacola or the Mississippi River.

If the Department should be pleased to grant my request, I beg
leave to suggest that the vessel be fitted with a suitable poop cabin,
as the accommodations must necessarily be large to furnish the
officers of the staff, as well as those attached to the ship, with suitable
accommodations.

Very respectfully, etc.

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Western Gulf Squadron.

Hon GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral
Thatcher^ U. S. Navy, regarding the withdrawal of concessions by
the French and British Governments from Southern belligerents.

Navy Department, June 22, 1865.

Sir: Information has been communicated to this Department by
the Secretary of State that the Imperial Government of France has
removed all restrictions heretofore imposed by it upon naval inter-
course with the United States and has withdrawn from the insurgents
the character of belligerents.

The Government of Great Britain also withdraws her concessions
heretofore made of a belligerent character from the insurgents, but
the withdrawal of the twenty-four hours rule has not been made abso-
lute. Reciprocal measures wiU be extended to the vessels of that
country.
The blockade of the ports and coast of the United States will soon

cease, and with the cessation of hostilities the belligerent right of
search will also cease.

Very respectfully, G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron, New Orleans, La.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding
the departure from Pensacola of the U. S. S. Lackawanna.

Western Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, off Mobile, June 23, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report to the Department that the U. S. S.

Lackawanna sailed from Pensacola on the 21st instant for New York.
Captain Emmons had orders to report to the Navy Department by
letter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Western Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Nai;y, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding

the departure from Pensacola of the U. S. brig Bohio.

West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, off Mobile, June 23, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report that the U. S. brig Bohio sailed

from Pensacola for New York on the 20th instant, under command
of Acting Master N. J. Blasdell, lately commanding the Kittatinny.
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I detached Acting Master "William M, Stannard from the Bohio

and ordered him to the Kittatinny.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Commander Le Roy, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Ossipee, announcing arrival at Philadelphia.

U. S. Steam Sloop Ossh'ee,

Philadelphia, [Fa.], June 28, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to report the safe arrival of this ship off

the navy yard at Philadelphia, towed by the U. S. S. Yantic, from

Hampton "Roads. Accompanying please find a list of the officers.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. E. Le Roy,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Naoy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, forwarding
the last fag captured in the civil war.

West Gulf Squadrox,
V. S. Flagship Estrella, off Mobile, Ala., June 29, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith to the Department the

rebel flag of the armed picket schooner Le Compt, captured by the

U. S. S. Cornuhia, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Johnstone, off Gal-

veston, on the 25th May, 1865.

On the same day the blockade runner Denbigh was destroyed. It

is believed to be the last rebel flag on the coast afloat captured from
the rebels during this war, and may possess an interest at the Depart-
ment. It has been duly marked as above, and was recently received
from Captain B. F. Sands, U. S. Navy, senior officer on the coast of
Texas.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Western Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Re-port of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. 'S. Navy, requesting
permission to discharge at New Orleans men from the Mississippi
Squadron.

West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, off Mobile, Ala., June 30, 1865.

Sir: The Choctaw and Lafayette, vessels formerly belonging to
Acting Rear-Admiral Lee's squadron, have arrived at New Orleans,
sent there by the admiral under orders from the Department; the
officers to be sent to the Mississippi Squadron, but the men to be dis-
tributed here.

Many of the men rated as seamen and ordinary seamen of these
vessels have never been afloat, and of course are useless in those
grades on board the vessels to be retained in this squadron, and I
would therefore request permission from the Department to discharge
at New Orleans all such men. The same remark may be made of the
crew of the Mississippi ironclads and the vessels usually Imowri here
as tinclads.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron..

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting
reports of survey on captured Confederate vessels, with informa-
tion regarding the ram, Nashville.

No. —
.] West Gulf Squadron,

U. -S. Flagship Estrella, off Mobile, Ala., June 30, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to forward to the Department a report of
the surveys which I ordered on the rebel prize vessels Morgan, Black
Diamond, and Baltic, late of the rebel Navy. The Nashville, iron-
clad ram, still remains aground 40 miles above Mobile, where she will
remain until a heavy rise of water takes place. The water was fall-

ing at the rate of IJ feet per day. No opportunity has offered for
hmding a complete survey of that vessel, but her dimensions and
other facts relating to her have been officially reported to me by
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant William Hamilton, as follows

:

Extreme length, 271 feet; extreme breadth over wheels, 96^ feet;

keel, 250 feet ; shield on deck, 142 feet ; breadth of shield, 40 feet

;

beam, outside, 62J feet; beam, inside, 46 feet; depth, 13 feet; draft,

10 feet 9 inches. The Nashville is clad on the forward end of shield

with three 2-inch iron plates, the lower plate laid horizontally and
the two upper plates perpendicularly. The after end is clad with
one 2-inch plate laid perpendicularly. The pilot house is clad with
three 2-inch plates similar to the forward end of shield. The sides

of shield are not protected. She has an engine connected with each
wheel ; cylinders 30 inches diameter, stroke 9 feet. She has seven

40-inch double-flued boilers. Engine and boilers in good order.

N W K—VOL 22 15
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Her ajmament consists of three 7-inch Brooke rifles and one 24-

pounder howitzer. She was hogged when surrendered and is not

strong enough to bear the weight of her full armor.

This vessel is not coppered and is hog-braced athwartships, show-

ing the weakness of her hull, and she could not live in a seaway. I

respectfully submit that the material of the vessel be taken off and

removed to Pensacola navy yard for preservation until required for

use, and that the hull then be sold in the same way as the other ves-

sels surrendered.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatchek,

Acting Bear-Admiral, Commanding Western' Gulf Squadron.

Hon. GniEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosures.]

U. S. S. Metacomet, June 19, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to your orders, we have surveyed the U. S. S.

Baltic, and find her to be of the following dimensions and in the fol-

lowing condition:

Length from after side of stern to forward side of stempost, 182

feet. Length over all, 186 feet. Breadth of beam, 38 feet. Draft
of water, forward, 6 feet 5 inches. Aft, 5 feet 7 inches. The Baltic

is built like all other river steamers, but was strengthened when she

was constructed inta a ram. Her hull is in good condition below
the load line, but above the load line her hull and upper works are

rather rotten in some places. Her main deck is in a very bad condi-

tion and rather rotten. Her cylinder timbers are affected with the

dry rot in some places, and not very well secured. The accommoda-
tion for officers consists of one large room below the main deck,

similar to a trunk cabin, for sleeping and messing in. There is a
small room on deck for the commanding officer to occupy; this in-

cludes all the quarters for officers. The quarters for the crew are on
deck; there are some bunks below in the hold for petty officers to
sleep in. The Baltic would make a very good steamer for towing-
purposes, and could be repaired to do good service ; she measures 624
tons.

She has two noncondensing engines of the usual Western river
type and arrangement. Diameter of cylinder, 22 inches ; length of
stroke, 7 feet. These engines are in good condition and rep,air, with
the exception of the timberwork, or foundations, which are very
much decayed, and will have to be replaced before the vessel can be
used; The wheels are 29 feet in diameter and 8 feet wide, inde-
pendent in their action. The engines are supplied with steam by
four cylindrical (double 15-inch-flued) boilers, 24 feet long and 3
feet in diameter, very old and leaky. The furnaces are calculated
to burn either wood or bituminous coal. The ship has storage for
75 tons of coal. The doctor or donkey pump, with some small re-
pairs, will be in good order. The pipe connections between boilers
and engines (some of them of copper) are in good condition. The
boilers hav? the usual complement of steam and water gauges. Thi?
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ship is not safe to run in consequence of the bad condition of the
boilers.

We would recommend her to be sold for the benefit of the Gov-
ernment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

Peirce Crosby,
Commander.

John Irwin,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Wm. Rogers,
Acting Chief Engineer.

T. W. Rae,
Second Assistant Engineer.

.

John Cronan,
Acting Carpenter.

Acting Eear-Admiral Henrt K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

U- S. S. [Metacomet],
Off Mobile, Ala., May 29, 1866.'

Sir: In obedience to your order we have held a strict and careful
survey on the side-wheel steamer Morgan, and respectfully report as
follows

:

She is 196 feet long from the after side of the stem to the forward
side of the sternpost, and 202 feet over all. Her breadth of beam is

38 feet ; depth of hold, 13 feet in the clear. She has two decks, a berth,

and spar deck; the distance between them is 6 feet 6 inches. The
hull is constmcted of yellow pine, with the exception of her first

futtocks, which are white oak, and the knees supporting the spar-

deck beams, which are of swamp cedar. She is well keelsoned, but
they are not thoroughly fastened. Her frame is 11 by 14, composed
of two thicknesses of b\ flitch and 24 inches from center to center.

She is ceiled with 2^-inch plank; the plank on the hull abaft the
wheels on both sides has got the dry rot and needs stripping to the
water's edge; the seams on the hull require calking, also the docks.

The two hawse chocks forward are completely gone ; they should be
taken out and new ones put in. The stem is split and open; some
,of the main-deck planks require to be taken out, as they are rotten.

The wheels want some slight repairs. The starboard wheel beam
and arch supporting the same are broken, causing the shaft to drop
down in consequence of its weakness. There are three shot holes on
the starboard side close to the water's edge, patched with copper
and canvas. The wardroom and steerage need some slight repairs;

she is not coppered. The hull requires more fastening. Her draft of
water is 7 feet 2 inches. She has four cylindrical double-flue boilers,

29 feet 6 inches long, and 3 feet 5 inches in diameter, the flue being

1 foot 3 inches in diameter. She bums either bituminous coal or

wood ; she carries 93 tons of the former ; no considerable quantity of

wood can be got into the bunkers, from their irregular shape. The
boilers are in good condition, and we would recommend that the

steam pipes leading from the engines be felted and cased, and that
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salinometer-pots be attached to them for use in the short trips she may
be obliged to make in outside water. She has two noncondensing
engines, an improved form of the Western river boat type, each one
driving a wooden side-wheel 26 feet 4 inches in diameter. The stroke

of the piston is 7 feet and the diameter of their cylinders 1 foot 11

inches. We would recommend that the crosshead guides be taken
down and planed off, and that the main shaft be lined up. These
repairs are particularly needed. We would also recommend that the
exnaust pipes of the engines be felted and cased ; that the doctor or
auxiliary pump have its oilge chamber repaired, main induction pipes
straightened, and cold-water pump barrel bored out; also that the
ventilators of the engine room be doubled in diaijieter, and that a
deck plate be put in over the port engine similar to that alreadv over
the starboard one, for the purpose of leading wind sails below.
The fact that the paddle wheel being disconnected renders the vessel

totally unfit for service in rough water, as at each lurch one engine
would be racing at a dangerous speed while the other would nearly
stop. The amount of rolled iron used for armor is, as near as can
be estimated, 3,858 cubic feet, weighing 148,176 pounds. Her arma-
ment consists of one V.I-inch double-handed Brooke gun, two 32-

pounder rifled and banded guns, two long 32-pounder smoothbores,
one Vll-inch double-banded Brooke gun. The quarters for both offi-

cers and men on board of the Morgan are well arranged for that
class of ship. Draft of water, aft, is 6 feet 2 inches; forward, 5
feet 8 inches ; tonnage, 863 tons.

We recommend that the Morgan be sold at public sale for the
benefit of the Government.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

Peirce Crosby,
Commander.

John Irwin,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Wm. Rogers,
Acting Chief Engineer.

T. W. Rae,
Second Assistant Engineer.

John Cronan,
Acting Carpenter.

Acting Rear-Admiral Hj:nrt K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

U. S. S. Metacomet,
Off Mobile, Ala., May 29, 1865.

Sir: In obedience to your order, we have held a strict and careful
survey on the side-wheel steamer Black Diamond, and respectfully
report as follows

:

She is a new boat, constructed for river navigation and built as
strong as steamers of that class usually are. The hull, and all the
woodwork, is of yellow pine ; her dimensions are as follows :

From the after side of the stem to the forward side of the stem-
post, 153 feet. Length over all, 156 feet. Breadth of beam, 31 feet.
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Extreme breadth of beam, including guards, over all, 48 feet. Depth
of hold in the clear, 5 feet 6 inches. Diameter of wheel, 22 feet.

There is one main keelson of proportional dimensions running fore

and aft from apron to stern, bolted with three-fourths inch round iron

through floor timbers, with a washer on the head of each, and riveted.

The hull is also secured with two bilge keelsons gained into floor tim-

bers, and running the whole length of hull, fastened with a bolt three-

fourths inch round through each frame, likewise two sister keelsons

midway between the main and bilge keelsons; they extend the whole
length of the hull, and are fastened with the same size and kind of

iron. There are three bulkheads running from stem to stern, which,

together with four rows of stanchions, support the main deck. The
celling is IJ inches thick. The planks on the hull are 2^ inches thick,

and well fastened with spikes and butt bolted with five-eighths iron.

The promenade deck and works above are in good order, put together

plain and substantial. She is well constructed.

This boat has three cylindrical double-flue boilers 26 feet long and
3 feet 2 inches in diameter. They burn either bituminous coal or

wood. They have evidently been turned upside down since they were

first used, though their condition appears to be very good. We would
recommend that the portion of the boilers now uncovered be bricked

over, that the steam pipes be felted and cased, that the bridge walls

be rebuilt, and that a steam gauge and salinometer pots be attached

to them. She has two noncondensing engines of the ordinary Western

river boat type, each one driving a wooden side-wheel 21 feet 8 inches

in diameter. The stroke is 6 feet and the diameter of their cylinders

1 foot 5 inches; they are in fair condition, although very old. We
would recommend that the keys at present used in the journals be

replaced by others of the usual form, and that the port pillow block

be secured more thoroughly in its place. The doctor or auxiliary

pump is very poor, but the substitution of new brasses throughout

and one new connecting rod will make it serviceable for some time.

This report would have been more accurate if the examination of the

boilers and engines had been made while under steam, but we believe

that all repairs necessary to render them equal to any service that is

likely to be required of them are herein specified.

Not being adapted to naval purposes, we would recommend her to

be sold.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

Peirce Crosby,
Commanding.

John Irwin,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Wm. Rogers,
Acting Chief Engineer.

T. W. Rae,
Second Assistant Engineer.

John Cronan,
Acting Carpenter.

Acting Rear-Admiral Henry- K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting

list of vessels of West Gulf Squadron for July 1, 1865.

West Gulf SquadKon,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, off MoUle, July 3, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith a tabular statement

showing the names of the vessels of this squadron, their class, number
of guns, names of commanding officers, and the position of the vessels

on the 1st of July.

The Cincinnati is the Mississippi ironclad to be retained, but as her

commanding officer, Lieutenant-Commander George Brown, has been

out in this squadron for a long time, I have detached him from that

vessel and ordered him to take command of the Pocahontas, which
vessel is under orders to proceed North. I have at the same time de-

tached Lieutenant-Commander R. R. Wallace, recently sent to this

squadron for the command of the Pocahontas, and ordered him to the

Cincinnati.

The Manhattan is at present in command of an acting master.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

r Enclosure.]

Vessels of West Gulf Squadron July 1, 1865.

Name.



Name,

Glide.

Grand Gull.
Hollyhoct .

Ida

Itasca
J. C. Kuhn

.

J. P. Jackson

.

Jasmine . .

.

Kennebec

.

Kickapoo.

.

Kittatinny

.

Manhattan.

M.A.Wood.
Metacomet..
Meteor

Milwaukee .

Narcissus
New London.
Nyanza

Octorara

.

Oneida...
Osage

Pampero..
Pembina..
Penguin ..

Penobscot.

Pink
,

PooAhontas

.

Port Royal..
Portsmouth

.

Potomac
Preston

Princess Soyal

.

Rodolph

Rose
Sam Houston .

Sciota

.

Sebago
Selma
Seminole
Stockdale
Tallahatchie

.

Trefoil

Tritonia

Vincennes .

Virginia
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Baltic
Black Diamond

.

Morgan
Nashville

Class.

Stemwheel

Screw
Side-wheel
Screw

Screw
Bark ..

Side-wheel

Screw .

Screw .

Ironclad...

Schooner..
Ironclad...

Schooner .

.

Side-wheel
Stern wheel

Ironclad.

Screw . .

.

Screw ...

Stern wheel

Side-wheel
Screw
Ironclad...

Ship...
Screw .

Screw .

Screw .

Screw .

Screw
Side-wheel
Sluop
Frigate
Screw

Screw

Stern wheel

Screw
Schooner

.

Screw

Side-wheel .

Side-wheel

.

Screw
Stern wheel
Stem wheel
Screw

Side-wheel

Sloop

Screw

W.G.Anderson..... Bark
Winnebago Ironclad..

Side-wheel
Side-wheel
Side-wheel
Ironclad...

No. of
guns. Commanding officer.

Actg. Master L. S. Fickett

.

Comdr. J. Downes .

.

Pilot Benj. Tarbell

.

Lieut. Comdr. N. Green
Actg. Master Geo. F. Wllkins.

Lieut. Comdr. A. R. Yates....

Actg. Ensign F. J. Brenton.

.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr. L.
W. Pennington.

Lieut. Comdr. M. P. Jones

Actg. Ensign E. D. Springer..
Actg. Master J. Ross

Actg. Master A. C. Starrett..
Commander P. Crosby
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr. T.
B. Du Boi.4.

Actg. Master W. Harcourt
Actg. Vol. Lieut. W. Godfrey
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. A. Bou-

telle.

Lieut. Comdr. W. W. Low...
Commander T. H. Stevens .

.

Actg. Master O. Colburn
Lieut. Comdr. J. G. Maxwell
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jas.R Beers
Lieut. Comdr. A. E. K. Ben-
ham.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. S. Belden .

Lieut. Comdr. G. Brown
Lieut. Comdr. B. Gherardi ..

Lieut. Comdr. S. R. Franklin
Commander A. Gibson
Actg. Vol. Lieut. Jas. R.
Wheeler.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Comdr. C.
F. W. Behm.

Actg. EnsignW. D.Maddocks
Actg. Vol. Lieut, and Pilot
M. Freeman.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. J. W. Ma-
gune.

Lieut. Comdr. D. B. Harmony
Actg. Master J. H. Allen
Commander A. G. Clary
Actg. Vol. Lieut. T. Edwards
Actg. Master T. J. Llnnekin .

Actg. Master C. C. Wells

Actg. Vol. Lieut. Geo.Wiggin.

Actg.Vol. Lieut. Wm. M'Cloin

Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. H. Brown

Actg. Master H. Tibblta .

.

Lieut. Comdr. W. A. Kirkland

Actg. Ensign L. R. Vance
Actg. Ensign F. R. laschke..
Actg. Vol. Lieut. C. J. Gibbs

.

Present duty or station.

Ordered to New Orleans] to
be sold.

New Orleans.
Do.

Sunk 09 Mobile by n tor-
pedo.

Off Mobile.
Penaacola Bay, to go North,
or to be sold here.:

Pensacola Bay, to be sold,
or go North.

Pensacola Bay.
Ordered to go North.

On her way to New Orleans
to be laid up.

OS Mobile, storeship.
At Head of (thej P

Mississippi River.
Mobile Bay:
Off Mobile.
Off Mobile to be sold.

Sunk bya torpedo in Blakely
River.

Off .Mobile.
Ordered North.
Mississippi cjound.

Ordered North to be sold.
Off Galveston.
Sunk bya torpedo In Blakely
River.

New Orleans.
New Orleans for repairs.
Off Galveston.
Ordered North.

Pensacola navy yard for re-
pairs.

Ordered North.
Off Galveston.
New Orleans.
Pensacola Bay.
Off Galveston.

Ordered North.

Sunk in Blakely EiTer by
torpedo.

Off Mobile.
Mobile Bay.

Ordered North.

Do.
New Orleans.
Ordered North.
Off Mobile.
Off Mobile to be sold.
Dispatch boat between Mo-

bile and Pensacola bays.
Pensacola navy yard for re-

pairs.
Off Ship Island, ordered
North.

Off Galveston, ordered
North.

New Orleans, to go North.
On her way to New Orleans

to be laid up.
Off Mobile, a prize.

Do.
Do.

A prize, aground at junction
of Alabama and Tensas
rivers.
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Re-port of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, trantmitting

report regarding the recovery of light-house apparatus stored at

St. Martinsville, La.

West Guif Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Estrella, off Mobile City, Ala., July 1, 1865.

Sik: I have the honor to enclose herewith to the Department a

copy of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Ezra Leonard's report in rela-

tion to the recovery of some light-house materials stored at St. Mar-

tinsville, La.
Orders have been given to turn this property into the Reading

Press, at New Orleans, La., subject to the order of the Light-House

Board at Washington.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding 'West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gn)EON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Carrabasset,

Off Brashear City, June 21, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that having learned that the illumi-

nating apparatus of three of the light-houses off the coast of Louisi-

ana (viz. Ship Shoal, Shell Keys, and S. W. Reef light-houses) had
b^en stored at St. Martinsville, La., I left this place on the I7th

instant in search of them. At Franklin, La., I took on board Mr.
R. N. McMillan, formerly U. S. collector for the district of Teche,
and then proceeded to [St.] Martinsville, where I found them stored

in the warehouse of Messrs. Broussard and Testrow, and took them
all on board. They consist of prismatic lenses, reflectors, lanterns,

plate glass, chimneys, tools, machinery, block, oil, tanks, oil feeders,

etc. I believe nothing is broken, but they are in bad order, having
been stored three years. I consider it my duty to take charge of this

property for the U. S. Government, as it is very valuable, and a

longer delay would have caused the necessity of transporting them
by land, as the Bayou Teche is falling fast. I would also report that
some damage was done to the light woodwork of this vessel in going
up the bayou after the property.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ezra Leonard,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant and Senior Officer Present.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding West Gulf Squadron.
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Re-port of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting
report of a hoard of officers for the execution of Department's
instructions in the reduction of the naval force in the Gulf.

No. 212.] West Gulf Squadron,
V. S. Flagship Estrella, off City of Mobile, Ala., July 1, 1866.

Sir : I have had the honor in a previous communication to acknowl-
edge the receipt of the Department's dispatch of May 31, ordering
the reduction of the squadron, and directing that such of the surplus
purchased -vessels as can possibly be sold at New Orleans may be
retained there for that purpose, and will be sold under direction of
the Chief of the Bureau of Construction.

I have appointed Commander John Downes, Lieutenant-Com-
mander William Mitchell, Acting First Assistant Engineer J. C.
Cree, and Carpenter G. E. Burcham, a board to carry out the instruc-
tions of the Bureau of Construction and Repair, and herewith sub-
mit a copy of my orders to them. (Enclosure, marked No. 1.)
Commander Downes relieved Captain T. P. Greene as senior officer

at New Orleans, gone North with the Richmond.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington^ D. C.

[Enclosure.]

West Gulf Squadron,
V. S. Flagship Estrella, off Mobile, June 29, 1865.

Gentlemen: You are hereby appointed a board to carry out the
following instructions, which are given to you in accordance with
orders from the Navy Department and refer to the sale of vessels of
the West Gulf Squadron.

1. Before any vessel is advertised for sale, you will make a careful
appraisement of the value which the said vessel ought faiHy and
justly bring at public sale in the condition in which she stands when
offered for sale, keeping in view the condition of the hull and machin-
ery and the work to be done to them. (See copy of communication
from the Bureau of Construction and Repair, dated May 30, hereto
appended, marked " A.")

2. Before any of the vessels usually known as tinclads are offered

for sale, the iron plating intended to protect the boilers and machin-
ery, as well as the crew at the guns, will be removed, and the fresh

water apparatus, with the tanks ; this work to be done by the officers

and crew before the vessels go out of commission.
3. Before offering any vessel for sale, the armament, nautical in-

struments, navy anchors and chains, stores and iron ballast, if any,

will be removed, but the furniture, cooking utensils, sails, a sufficient

number of casks, scuttlebutts, boats, etc., usual in the merchant serv-

ice, should go with the vessel. (See copy of communication from the

Bureau of Construction and Repair hereto appended, marked " B."
dated June 2, 1865.)
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4. The advertisements for the sale of the vessels will be made in

my name, as the commanding officer of the West Gulf Squadron, and
inserted in one public newspaper in the cities of New Orleans, Mem-
phis, and St. Louis. (See copy of communication from the Bureau
of Construction and Repair, dated May 30, hereto appended,

marked " C")
5. When a vessel is sold at public sale, the auctioneer will receive

such sum for his services as may have been agreed upon by the board,

not, however, in any event to exceed 1 per cent of the amount for

which the vessel is actually sold. In the case where there is no bid,

or the vessel is withdrawn, the auctioneer will be paid $25 for his

services, where the limit placed on the value exceeds $5,000. Where
the limit is less than $5,000, the auctioneer will be paid such simi as

the board may consider sufficient, not to exceed one-half of 1 per
cent. The bill of sale will be signed by the board on behalf of the
Navy Department, and the registered dimensions required by the
new tonnage law will be inserted in the bill of sale for the identifica-

tion of the vessels. These dimensions will be measured by the board
and must be inserted in the advertisement. (See copy of communi-
cation from the Bureau of Construction and Repair, dated May 12,

hereto appended, marked " D.")
6. When the vessel is sold at public auction, the purchaser will be

required to deposit at once with the president of the board the sum
of 5 per cent of the proceeds of the sale, and the purchase money
must be paid within six days from the day of sale to the president,
who will deposit the same with the fleet paymaster of the West Gulf
Squadron to the credit of the appropriation of construction and
repair, and forward the certificate of the said deposit to the Bureau.
(See copies of communications from the Bureau of Construction and
Repair marked " D " and " E.") The bill of sale will be made out
by the board.

7. When vessels are ordered to be sold, you will have a general
inventory made of what is to be disposed of with the vessel, as masts,
rigging, sails, boats, furniture, etc., stating the general numbers,
quantity, and description of articles, which parties can see when
they examine the vessel with a view to bid. In the advertisement
the diameter of the cylinder and the stroke of the piston must be
mentioned. (See communication from the Bureau of Construction
and Repair, dated May 15, 1865, marked " F.")

8. The Bureau has instructed me that if I am not able to dispose
of some of the Mississippi boats now, it will be better to retain them
a while than to have them sacrificed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Commander John Downes.
Lieutenant-Commander Wm. Mitchell.
Acting First Assistant Engineer Joseph C. Cree.
Carpenter G. E. Bubcham.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander Perkins, U. S. Navy^ commanding U. S. S. Chicka-
saw, to proceed to New Orleans.

West Gdif Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, of Molile, Ala., July 2, 1865.

Sir : As soon as the Chickasaw is ready for sea, you will proceed
to New Orleans, in tow of the U. S. S. Sehago, and report to Com-
mander Downes, senior officer at that place.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com,manding West Gulf Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Geo. H. Perkins, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. S. Chickasaw, off Mobile, Ala.

[Endorsement.]

This takes effect when the court adjourns.
E. Simpson, Fleet Captain.

Letter from Major-General Granger, U. S. Army, to Captain Sands,
U. S. Navy, transmitting papers captured on the V. S. steamers
Harriet Lane and Morning Light.

Headquarters District of Texas,
Galveston, July 2, 1865.

Captain: I have the honor to forward herewith records and
papers, public and private, captured by the rebels on the Harriet
Lane and Morning Light. They have been delivered to me by an
officer of the late so-called Confederate district court.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. Granger,
Major-General Commanding.

Captain B. F. Sands, U. S. Navy,
Comm,anding Second Division West Gulf Squadron.

Letter from Captain Sands, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Granger,
U. S. Army, acknowledging letters and papers from the Con-
federate district court.

U. S. S. Fort Jackson,

Off Galveston, Tex., July 2, 1865.

General: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your com-
munication of this day's date, forwarding records and papers, public

and private, captured by the rebels on the Harriet Lane and Morning
Light, which had been delivered to you by an officer of the so-called

Confederate district court.

Very respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

B. F. Sands,
Captain, U. S. Navy,

Gomdg. Second Division West Gulf Squadron.

Major-General G. Granger,
Commanding District of Texas.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral

Thatcher, V. S. Navy, restricting the use of Confederate titles.

Navy Department, July 6, 1865.

Sir : The Department has noticed that the several communications

to the President from rebel officers, forwarded by you, bear an official

signature, and it informs you that this is unnecessary, if not inappro-

priate.

In speaking of them in official dispatches you will avoid giving

them any title derived from their position in the rebel service.

Very respectfully,

G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding "West Gulf Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, giving his

opinion regarding the transfer of Mississippi River monitors to the

Atlantic coast.

West Gulf Squadron,
V. S. Flagship Estrella, off Mohile, July 6, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-
ment's dispatch, dated June 20, and in reply thereto to state that, in

my opinion, no one of the Western river monitors, with the Eads
platform, could make the voyage from this bay to the Chesapeake
with reasonable safety.

On the passages to and from the Mississippi River it was neces-

sary to watch for a smoother sea and to make the trips via the Mis-
sissippi Sound and inside the Chandeleurs.
Their frames are very weak and they can only be made serviceable

in perfectly smooth waters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral
Thatcher, U. S. Navy, for the reduction of the squadron under his
command.

Navy Department, July 7, 1865.

Sir: The West Gulf Squadron, under your command, will be re-

duce'd, with as little delay as jjossible, to 12 vessels in all, which num-
ber is to embrace tugs, storeships, etc. You can select that number of
vessels and send all others North.
-Pensacola is to be regarded as the headquarters of the squadron,

and all necessary repairs must be made there. You will discontinue
all other workshops within the limits of your command, now car-
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ried on under your orders or those of your predecessor or the orders
of the late commanding officer of the East Gulf Squadron, and pay
oflF the hired employes, sending North those who wish a passage.
Work needed in the squadron, which is not done at Pensacola, must
be executed by the men composing the crews of the vessels. Key
West as a naval station will be discontinued. It can still be used as
a coal depot and for the accommodation of stores.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admii-al H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding
the raising of the U. S. S. Sciota and departure for Pensacola.

West Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Mobile Bay, Ala., July 7, 1865.

Sir: The U. S. S. Sciota, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. W.
Magune, commanding, which was sunk by a torpedo, as reported to
the Department in my dispatch No. 61, has been raised, repaired, and
sent round to Pensacola for her armMnent, with orders to proceed
from thence to New York. This vessel would have been detained in
the squadron, but for the reason that docking her after her mis-
fortune will be a measure of prudence. The dock at this port is

constantly in use by the army and of no service to the navy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, of his assum-
ing command of the Gulf Squadron.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship EstreUa, Pensacola Bay, July 13, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report to the Department that on the 9th

instant I received a letter * from Acting Rear-Admiral C. K. Strib-

ling, informing me that on the 5th instant he had given up the com-
mand of the Eastern Gulf Squadron.

I have, therefore, as ordered by the Department, taken command of

the Gulf Squadron.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, CommoMding Gulf- Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

* See Series I, volume 17, p. 861.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the

condition of the U. S. S. Fort Donelson.

Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, Jvly 13, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the U. S. S. Fort Donelson

has arrived on this station and that her commanding officer, Acting

Master George W. Frost, reported to me on the 11th instant that his

vessel was very much out of repair in her machinery, she being able

to make but 6 or 7 knots under most favorable circumstances. I

therefore ordered a survey, the result of which determined me to send

her North, after giving her sufficient repairs to enable her'to reach

there. Another objection to the Fort Donelson is her large consump-

tion of coal compared with the small amount of service which she

is able to perform. I forward herewith the report of the survey

held upon the vessel here, and also copies of reports on her condition

sent from Fortress Monroe, Beaufort, N. C, and Port Royal, S. C.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher.
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. GnjEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, giving list of
vessels detached from his command.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Fensacola Bay, July 13, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that in obedience

to its orders contained in its dispatch of the 31st May, I have sent

North the following vessels not before reported

:

Vessel. Ordered to

—

July 10.
July 12.

July 12.

July 12..

July 13.

July 13.

July 13.

Sebago ,

Genesee
Princess Royal
New London
Penobscot and Cayuga.
Sciota and Pocahontas.
Vlncennes

New York.
Philadelphia.

Do.
Boston,
New York.

Do.
Boston.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Commander
Crosby, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Metacomet, to proceed
to Philadelphia.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, July 1J^, 1866.

Sir: You will proceed with the U. S. S. Metacomet under your
command to this place and report to the senior officer afloat ; also to
Commander James F. Armstrong, commandant of the navy yard,
for such necessary repairs as will enable your vessel to make the
passage North.
After turning over to the commandant here all surplus stores, also

all medical property to the surgeon in charge of the hospital, you
will proceed to Philadelphia and report to the commandant of the
navy yard there, and also to the Navy Department by letter, enclosing
a copy of this order.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Commander Peirce Crosby, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. S. Metacomet, Mobile Bay.

Report of Commander Crosby, U. S. Navy, regarding two boats taken
by him from shipyard of John Mahoney, of Algiers, La.

U. S. S. Metacomet,
Mobile Bay, July H, 1866.

Snt: In answer to the Department's communication to me of the

23d of June, in relation to the two boats taken by me from the ship-

yard of John Mahoney, of Algiers, La., I have to state that the boats
were found in the same shipyard that the rebels were building iron-

clad vessels in, the frames of which were cut up and destroyed, as our
vessels approached New Orleans on the day of its capture ; and there

were also several launches just built, with pivots and tracks laid for

carrying guns, all ready for launching, and everything indicative

that all the property, including the boats I took for the Pinola, and
which were regular naval built boats, belonged to and were intended

for the use of the enemy against us.

At the time I took the boats the owner of them had left with many
others, no doubt from fear of being made a prisoner.

Admiral Farragut directed me to seize the launches referred to in

the yard, but before I had time to do so they were stolen away.
I believed the owners of the boats to be rank rebels, doing all they

could against us, and that is the reason I did not pay for them at

the time of taking them.
I gave the note enclosed, stating that I had taken the boat, to show

that I held myself responsible for my acts, and in case the parties

could prove themselves loyal to the Government, or if their claims

were corisidered good, might get pay for their property.
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The Pinola lost all her boats in the fight and passage of Forts

Jackson and St. Philip, except the launch, and those taken from the

shipyard were exactly the kind she needed.

The boats taken from Mr. Mahoney were worth about $300.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Peikce Crosby, Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, to Commander
Crosby, TJ. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Metacomet.

Gulf Squadron,

U. 8. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, July 15, 1S65.

Sir : You will take in tow the U. S. S. Cincinnati and proceed with

the U. S. S. Metacomet under your command to New Orleans, and

on your arrival there report to Commander John Downes, senior

officer present. You will then return to your present anchorage off

Mobile.
Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Commander Peirce Crosby, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Metacomet, Mohile Bay, Ala.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. 8. Navy, giving addi-

tional list of vessels withdrawn from, the Gulf.

Gulf Squadron,
TJ. 8. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, July 15, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that I have to-day

issued orders to the following-named vessels, heretofore attached to

the East Gulf Squadron, to proceed North, after landing their surplus

stores at Key West

:

Vessel.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral.Thatcher, V. S. Navy, of the sailing
of the U. S. S. Kennebec for Boston.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, July 16, 1865.

Snt: I have the honor to report the sailing this day from Pensa-
cola Bay of the U. S. S. Kennebec, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Commander L. W. Pennington, ordered to Boston.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Chilf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Commander Stevens, U. S. Navy, commanding Texas
division of the Gulf Squadron, requesting instructions.

U. S. S. Oneida,

Off Galveston, July 17, 1865.

Admiral: In obedience to your orders, I relieved Captain Sands
(who sailed yesterday for Pensacola) in command or the Texas
division of the Gulf Squadron.
The instructions which Captain Sands turned over to me as my rule

of conduct do not contemplate the change in the condition of the coun-
try, the return of peace, the restoration of the national authority, and
the opening of the ports to commerce, and consequently, the cessation

of the blockade. I have therefore respectfully to request your in-

structions in this new condition of affairs, and would also respectfully

recommend, should a force be kept for any length of time, it should
be composed of vessels drawing not over 10 feet of water, which draft
will enable them to enter the ports of most importance upon the coast.

The Oneida, Antona, Albatross, and Penguin all draw too much water
to cross a single bar upon the coast, and, being obliged to anchor on
an exposed coast, are compelled to keep up steam at the expense of

fuel, which is saved by vessels that can enter the ports.

The army is now in full possession of the State, and everything is

going on peacefully and tranquilly.

Your obedient servant,

T. H. Stevens.
Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher.

N W R—VOL 22 16
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, stating causes

of delay in an entire execution of Department's orders for the

reduction of the naval force in the Gvlf.

GtTLF Squadron,
V. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, July 15, 1865.

Sm : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram

of the 12th instant, requiring me to reduce this squadron to twelve

vessels, including tugs and storeships, to send all others North, and to

make Pensacola my headquarters; to discontinue all workshops at

other points, pay off and send home hired employes, work on vessels

not required to be done at Pensacola to be done by men of the squad-

ron. Key West can be used as a coal and store depot. When reduc-

tion is made, send home aU fleet staff officers except a fleet captain, a

fleet lieutenant, secretary, acting ensign, and a clerk.

I am now engaged in transporting engineers' stores from New
Orleans by the Pampero and have detained the Anderson at New
Orleans to receive the ammunition coming down the river, as the

Fearnot will be insufficient without her. One of the tinclads is now
engaged in raising the monitor Osage, sunk by a torpedo in Blakely
River, and there is a reasonable prospect of being able to save that

monitor. All the work is being done by the navy under the immedi-
ate superintendence of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Commander
Du Bois, who has proved himself competent and indefatigable in the
execution of this duty. The only considerable expense attending the
raising of these vessels has been in the necessary employment of divers
and steam pumps, but our success has so far been highly satisfactory.

The SciotahdiS been raised, repaired, and sent North. The tugs Glas-
gow and Althea have been raised and are being put in order for
service, and I trust that ere long I shall have the Osage moved be-
side her sister monitors at New Orleans. The work now going on
may somewhat delay the entire execution of the Department's last

order, for to carry it out literally now would involve the abandonment
of the sunken vessels in the waters of Mobile Bay.

I would respectfully suggest the detention here of "the schooner
Charlotte, to be used as a transport for coal to Mobile Bay and other
points, as she can be sailed very cheaply. One acting ensign and six
or seven men would be sufficient for her and would save the heavy de-
murrage to which we now have to submit when employing chartered
vessels to points where we have no depot.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcheh,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Sguadron

Hon. GnjEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Telegram.]

Pensacola, July 16, 1865.
(Received July 19, 1865—9 : 45 a. m.)

I have the honor to inform the Department that I have received its

telegram* of the 12th instant, which orders I shall obey soon as pos-

* Substantially the same as letter from Department, dated July 7, 1865.
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sible. The large accumulation of ammunition at this place renders
the detention here of the Anderson, Kuhn, Pampero, and Feamot
indispensable to its safety. Shall I detain themf The schooner is

also required for transportation—coal.

V ery respectfully, etc.,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, regarding the
movement of U. /S. vessels northiuard.

No. 247.] GtTLF Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, July 2°2, 1866.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that the Virginia
(iron vessel) sailed from this bay for Philadelphia on the 17th in-

stant, and the Seminole for Boston and the Octorara for New York
on the 20th. The Fort Jackson leaves to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, giving list

of vessels sent North.

No. 258.] . Gulf Squadron,
V. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, July 27, 1866.

Sir: I have the honor to report to the Department the departure
of the following vessels of this squadron for the North since my dis-

patch. No. 247:

Date.
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*

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, regarding
wishes expressed by the governor-general of Havana regarding the

C. S. ram Stonewall.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Key West, Fla., August 3, 1865.

Sih: I have the honor to inform the Department that I sailed from
Pensacola in the Fort Morgan on her return trip to Key West on the

28th ultimo, touching at Havana to communicate with the U. S.

consul at that port. I arrived there on Sunday, 30th, and sailed for

this port on the 1st instant.

On Monday, the 31st ultimo, during a call of ceremony at the

residence of the governor-general, he expressed a wish to deliver to

my custody the ram Stonewall, and informed me that she was fully

coaled, and that all her stores and supplies were on boardj but in the

absence of instructionns from the Department in relation to this

vessel I did not feel authorized to act.

The health of this port continues good.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, with en-
closures regarding measures for the relief of Am,erican citizens in
San Domingo, West Indies.

Gulf Squadron,
v. S. Flagship Estrella, Key West, August 3, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith (marked No. 1) a copy
of a communication from Vice-Consul Thomas Savage, Havana, giv-
ing certain inforniation of the condition of things at the city of
San Domingo, derived from our commercial agent there, who states
that the lives and property of our citizens are in the greatest danger,
and urging the presence of a United States vessel of war.

I have dispatched the Mercedita to that place, to take all necessary
steps to protect the lives and property of American citizens. En-
closed herewith (marked No. 2) is a copy of my orders to Lieutenant-
Commander M. Haxtun. On his return I shall send the Mercedita
North.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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[Enclosures.]

U. S. Consulate-General,
Havana, July £4-, 1866.

Sik: I have just received the following communication from our
commercial agent at the city of San Domingo (Dominican Republic),
dated 8th instant. Circumstances oblige me to write you a second
request to urge some United States steamer of war to come to this
port, as I have reason to believe that the lives and property of our
citizens are in the greatest danger.
This is the first letter that has reached this office from that officer

since he left Havana last May.
Alany days will elapse before I shall have it in my power to send

a dispatch to Cape Haitien, which I believe is the headquarters of
the West India Squadron.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thos. Savage,
Vice-Consul-General.

Rear-Admiral Thatcher,
Commanding Gulf Squadron.

U. S. Flagship Estrella,
Key West, Fla., August 2, 1866.

Snt: Enclosed is a copy of communication from Thomas Savage,
U. S. vice-consul at Havana, representing that the interests of our
countrymen at the city of San Domingo are seriously endangered.
You will therefore proceed with the Mercedita under your command
to the city of San Domingo and put yourself at once in communica-
tion with our commercial agent there, and take all necessary steps to

protect the lives and property of American citizens at that place.

If on your arrival at San Domingo you are satisfied that the pres-

ence of a man-of-war is necessary, you will report to me at the earli-

est opportunity; but if you are satisfied that your presence there is

not required, you will return to this anchorage and report to me the

state of affairs.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Lieutenant-Commander Milton Haxtun,
Comma iding U. S. S. Mercedita, Key West, Fla.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. 8. Navy, of arrival at

Key West and progress upon works at that place.

Gulf Squadron,
v. S. Flagship Estrella, Key West, Fla., August 3, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that I arrived at

this port on the 1st instant. I have discharged all the workmen from
the machine shop here (with the exception of the foreman, who is
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temporarily detained for the transfer of the property) and offered

passage North to such of them as desired to avail themselves of it.

The work of altering the storehouse and constructing the coal

wharf is progressing satisfactorily under the able supervision of

Acting Assistant Paymaster Philbrick. The speedy completion of

the storehouse is very desirable, as the Department will then be

released from the heavy rent demanded for the building now occupied

as such.

After having disposed of the vessels here advantageously, I shall

return to Pensacola, Mobile, and New Orleans.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the

sending of the U. S. steamers Trefoil and Yucca for the removal of
the wreck of the U. S. S. San Jacinto.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, off Key West, August 4, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that yesterday
evening I dispatched the U. S. steamers Trefoil and Yucca to No
Name Key, [Fla.], [No Name Cay, Abaco Island?], the Trefoil to

take on board all material remaining on the key from the wreck of the
San Jacinto and proceed thence to Boston ; the Yucca to receive on
board for passage here the agent of the salvors and all papers neces-
sary to settle the claims of the said salvors.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the
departure of three vessels for the North.

Gulf Squadron,
V. S. Flagship Estrella, off Key West, August 4, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that thie tJ. S. S.
Hibiscus, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant W. L. Martine, sailed from
this port this morning for New York, The Spirea will follow in a
few days.

The Fort Morgan left at daylight direct for New York. The Ber-
muda came in to-day from Philadelphia.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Com,manding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.



WEST GULF BLOCKADING SQTJADHON. 247

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the

departure of vessels for the North.

GuLT Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, August 11, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to re^jort that during my absence at Key
West the following vessels of this squadron arrived at Pensacola and,
after landing their surplus stores, proceeded North

:

Vessel. Date. Sailed for-

Metacomet
Pengxiln
Augiista Dinsmore.
Itasca
Bark Arthur

August 1

.

August 3 .

August 6 .

do
August 8 .

PhiladelphU.
Boston.
New York.
Philadelphia.
New York.

Since the departure of Fleet Lieutenant M. L. Johnson, condemned
by medical survey, the Estrella has been commanded by Fleet Captain
Commander Simpson.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Gom/manding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the

departure for the North of the U. S. S. Kittatinny, and prepara-

tion of other vessels.

Gtjlf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, August 15, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S. S.

Kittatinny sailed from this port yesterday evening for New York.

The Tritonia is in dock at Mobile, and so soon as repaired suffi-

ciently to undertake the voyage North, she will follow. The Pink
will be ready to go North in a few days.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, requesting

permission to retain the U. S. tug Glasgow under his command.

Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Glasgow, Mobile Bay, August 19, 1865.

Sib: I respectfully request leave to detain the tug Glasgow in this

squadron as a tender to the flag-steamer Estrella. The Glasgow had
been fitted with accommodations for part of the staff before I assumed
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command of this squadron, and is extremely useful for rapid move-
ments in smooth and shallow waters, drawing but 6 feet and consum-
ing 6J tons in twenty-four hours' steaming, easily attaining 12 miles

an hour under favorable circumstances.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Secret'ary of the

Navy, requesting instructions regarding the recovery of vessels

used as obstructions in Mobile Bay.

Treasury Department, August 23, 1865.

Sir: The collector of customs at Mobile, Ala., advises me of the

applications of persons " claiming to be owners, by Confederate
purchase, to raise and take possession of the wrecks of vessels and
machinery now obstructing the harbor of Mobile and its approaches."
These articles were probably sunken by the authorities of the

so-called Confederate States, and should now be regarded as captured
and surrendered property.

I have the honor to ask whether the Navy Department will take
charge of the recovery of this property as needed for Navy use, or
whether the agents of the Treasury Department shall be authorized
to collect this with other captured property.

Respectfully,

Hugh McCullough,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Endorsement]

It is respectfully suggested that the admiral commanding the Gulf
Squadron be directed to have these wrecks raised, in behalf of the
Navy Department.

John Lenthall.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding
the departure of the V. S. S. Pembina for Boston.

Gxrn" Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Glasgow, off Mobile, August 30, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that the IJ. S. S.
Pembina sailed from Pensacola on the 22d instant, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-Commander M. P. Jones, for the port of Boston.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting
report regarding expedition of the U. S. S. Mercedita to San Do-
mingo, West Indies.

Gulp Squadron,
U. S. Tug Glasgow, Mobile Bay, September 18, 1865.

Sir: In my dispatch No. 262, dated August 3, from Key "West, I
informed the Department that in consequence of a communication
from "Vice-Consul Thomas Savage, Havana, relating to the condition
of things at San Domingo, I had dispatched the Mercedita to that
port.

I now enclose a copy of the report of Lieutenant-Commander M.
Haxtun of his mission, showing that there was no real necessity for
his presence there.

I have ordered the Mercedita to proceed to New York.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. S. Mercedita, 3d Rate,
Key West, August 26, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders of
August 3, 1 left Key West on the morning of the 4th and anchored in
the harbor of San Domingo on the 11th instant.

i

I immediately went ashore and communicated with the U. S. com-
mercial agent, Mr. Jones.

I was met on the wharf and accompanied to his residence by Mr.
Cazenove, an American gentleman who had diplomatic relations on
the part of our Government with that of the Dominicans during the
Administrations of Presidents Pierce and Buchanan.
Mr. Jones expressed himself delighted to see me and to see an

American man-of-war, and he remarked what he had written to Sav-
age—for God's sake send a man-of-war there, that he wanted more
nationality.

Mr. Jones was in a very tremulous and disordered state ; he talked
in an incoherent and unconnected way and gave evidence of having
been under the influence of liquor for some time.

He gave me no information, and he said nothing to establish the

fact ofthere having been or there being any necessity for the presence

of an American man-of-war in the island of San Domingo. At about
the time of the evacuation of the island, last month, an English and
French man-of-war visited that port, and the representatives of those

powers were evidently waiting for the reorganization of the Domini-
can Government to extend and maintain their influence.

I was assured that before and since Mr. Jones wrote the letter call-

ing for a man-of-war, a copy of portions of which you enclosed to me,
everything has been perfectly quiet and orderly and there have been

no indications of any disturbance whatever.
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On the departure from the island early in July, General Gandara,
commanding the Spanish forces, issued a proclamation announcing

that the blockade or all the ports and coasts of the Dominican terri-

tory should continue.

I saw no Spanish man-of-war on the southern coast of San Do-
mingo, and I was assured by Mr. Cazenove and others that no effort

had been made by the Spaniards to maintain the blockade of any
port.

The country is politically in an unsettled state ; there is a provincial

President and Congress, and a revolutionary movement had taken

place against them in and about the city of San Domingo, but it was
probable that ere long an election for a President and a Congress
would be ordered throughout the country, and the Government
would then proceed in the regular channels as before the Spanish
invasion.

I left the harbor of San Domingo on the 14th instant, and on the
15th, finding our ability to reach Key West with the existing stock of
coal contingent on the continuance of smooth weather, I deemed it

prudent to touch at Kingston, Jamaica, and obtain sufficient to insure
making the passage.

I arrived there on the morning of the I7th, obtained 20 tons of
Welsh coal at the moderate price of $10 per ton, left on the 21st, and
anchored here this forenoon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. Haxtun,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher,
Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, transmitting
report regarding the loss of the U. S. S. Pink on Dauphin Island.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, September 36, 1S65.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith a report of Acting Vol-
unteer Lieutenant Samuel Belden, late commanding U. S. S. Pink,
of the loss of that vessel on Dauphin Island on the 23d instant.
Every effort will be made to save the property which can be reached,
and a court of enquiry ordered to investigate the circumstances of
the loss.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure.]

Dauphin Island, September 23, 1865.
Sir : I have to report the probable loss of the U. S. S. Pink while

on the passage from New Orleans to Mobile. I crossed the bar at
Pass a I'Outre at 3 :20 a. m. of the 22d instant, the [wind] blowing a
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moderate breeze from the N. E. ; during the forenoon the wind in-

creased to a fresh gale, with an ugly cross sea, giving the vessel so
much motion as to cause the compasses to swing at times eight or
ten points.

At about 3:10 a. m. of the 23d, while steering in to make Sand
Island light, using the lead frequently, and supposing the ves-sel to

be to the eastward of Sand Island, she struck the bottom ; the engine
was immediately stopped and backed, but the high sea and strong
wind prevented the possibility of backing her off, and she continued
to drive up on the land.

At daylight, the weather being more moderate, I attempted to get
her off by laying out an anchor; but after swamping a boat, thus
letting the anchor go at too short a distance from the vessel to be of
any service, and the surf getting heavier every moment, the wind at

this time having veered to the S. E., I gave up the idea of getting her
off with the means at my command and sent a gang of men with an
officer on shore to erect a tent with the sails and awnings belonging
to the vessel, employing the rest of the ship's company at getting
provisions, water, and other necessary articles on shore, in order that

in the event of being obliged to leave the vessel, we should have
shelter and food on shore.

At about 6 p. m., the vessel having bilged and bei^ half full of

water, I ordered the officers and crew to get their eiiects on shore,

and to go on shore themselves for the night, intending to return to

the vessel to-morrow and save the movable portion of her equipment.
Everything on board may be removed as soon as the weather

moderates, but there is no place on this part of the island where
the things may be stowed, on account of the lowness of the land. I

would very respectfully suggest that a vessel of some kind be sent

into Mississippi Sound to receive such articles as may be removed.

I dispatched an officer to Fort Gaines this morning to communicate
the news of the disaster to you, but he returned unsuccessful, there

being no means of communicating with Mobile from Fort Gaines.

I have to speak in the highest terms of the conduct of the officers

and crew of the vessel, of the manner in which they worked, and of

their orderly conduct while endeavoring to get the vessel off and when
leaving the vessel.

I shall remain by the vessel until the receipt of orders to the con-

trary from superior authority,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Saml. Belden,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant.

Acting Rear-Admiral H. K. Thatcher, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gulf Squadron.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the

laying up of ironclads in the Mississippi River.

Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship EstreUa, Pensacola Bay, September 27, 1866.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that the ironclads

Manhattan, Lafayette, Choctaw, Cincinnati, Tervnessee, Kickapoo,

Winnebago, and Chichasaw are now laid up on the Algiers side of

the Mississippi Kiver, about one mile below Slaughter House Point.

A copy of a detailed report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant-Com-

mander William Hamilton, the officer in charge of ironclads, has been

forwarded to the Bureau of Construction and Repair, with a dis-

patch in which its attention was called to the suggestions of that

officer.

A copy of the report by Acting Chief Engineer William Roberts,

superintending engineer of ironclads, has also been forwarded to

the Bureau of Steam Engineering.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, V. S. Navy, giving list of
vessels comprising the Gulf Squadron under his connmand.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, October 10, 1S65.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the 6th in-

stant, of the Department's dispatch of the 9th ultimo, advising me
that the semimonthly report oi vessels composing the squadron has
not been received for some time past and that the names of the twelve
vessels to be retained have not yet been furnished to the Department,
etc.

The semimonthly reports referred to were discontinued after I had
received the Department's orders to reduce the squadron, inasmuch as
most of the vessels were constantly changing their positions, prepara-
tory to being sent North or engaged in removing stores and other
property from Mobile and New Orleans to Pensacola. Every vessel,

however, as soon as she left the squadron was reported to the Depart-
ment.
The twelve vessels retained from the East and West Gulf squad-

rons to constitute the present Gulf Squadron, are as follows :
*

The Department will perceive that in this entire list there is no
vessel fit. to be used as a flagship for a cruise at sea, particularly in the
winter season, none of them, except the Estrella, having accommoda-
tions for myself and staff, and the Estrella certainly is not adapted
to this end. Of the above-named vessels I shall soon be able to dis-

pense with the M. A. Wood, and in all probability the tug Marigold,

* See enclosure No. 1, table No. 1.
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in which case I shall respectfully request the Department to send me
two seagoing vessels in their place.

In addition to the twelve vessels above namedj I have been author-
ized by the Department to retain permanently m the squadron four
other vessels, viz, the schooner Charlotte^ for the transportation of
coal, and the side-wheel steamer Cowslip^ as a dispatch boat between
Pensacola, Mobile, and New Orleans, the side-wheel steamer Glasgow
as a tender to the flagship, and the screw steamer Yucca as a dispatch
boat between Havana and Pensacola. The names of these vessels and
of their commanding officers are given in enclosure No. 2, table No. 2.

The Cowslip having, as before reported to the Department, been sunk
and raised, is not yet in running order, and the Tritonia is, therefore,
used for the present in her place. As soon as the Cowslip is repaired,
the Tritonia will either be sent North or disposed of here.
By the Department's dispatch of July 19 I was authorized to retain

temporarily certain vessels needed for the safety of accumulated
ammunition, etc., to wit, the W. G. Anderson, Fearnot, J. G. Kuhn,
and Pampero. These vessels have been in constant use, but so soon
as all the stores accumulated at New Orleans are removed therefrom
they will be sent North. The list of these vessels temporarily re-

tained, with the names of their commanding officers, is given in
enclosure No. 3, table 3.

I have also received the authority of the Department, in its dis-

patch of August 2, to substitute one of the tugs of the squadron for
the Jasmine heretofore used at the navy yard, to transfer the Buck-
thorn to the yard as an anchor hoy, and to keep the Potomac at Pen-
sacola as a receiving ship. The Jasmine is still undergoing repairs

at this yard, and the Rose has been substituted for her. (See enclo-

sure No. 4, table No. 4.)

The tugs Hollyhock and Narcissus are ready for sale; the Althea
will be so in a short time; the Jasmine when the repairs on her are

completed; the Tritonia when the Cowslip is ready fqjr service; the

schooner Sam Houston, used heretofore as a pilot boat, as well as the

surrendered rebel steamers Baltic, Black Diamond, Morgan, and
Nashville. These surrendered vessels are of no use to the Govern-
ment, and ought to be disposed of, and I am awaiting orders to that

effect; none of them can go to sea. I have presented, in enclosure

No. 5, table No. 5, a list of vessels either to be sent North or to be

sold here. The market at New Orleans and Mobile is so overstocked,

in consequence of the numerous army vessels ordered to be sold, that

it would perhaps be advisable, if possible, to send the Narcissus,

Jasmine, Althea, and Tritonia North.

All the ironclads have been laid up in ordinary at New Orleans

except the Osage, which vessel will be ready in a short time to be

towed to New Orleans or Pensacola, as the Department may direct. I

have telegraphed to the Bureau of Construction on this subject. In

my opinion she ought to go to New Orleans.

Enclosure No. 6, table No. 6, gives a list of the ironclads laid up
and the names of the officers in charge.

The following vessels have been sold in this Department: The
Bloomer, Carrahasset, Corypheus, Elk, Fort Gaines, Glide, Ida, J. P.

Jackson, Meteor, Nyama, Selma, Stockdale, and Tallahatchie. (See

enclosure No, 7, table 7,)
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The steam tug Pink is ashore on Dauphin Island and I am nego-

tiating for wrecking her. The loss of this vessel has been reported

to the Department.
Thirty-eight vessels, formerly of the West Gulf Squadron, have

been sent North ; their names are given in enclosure No. 8, table No. 8.

I desire now to call the attention of the Department to its order

directing the reduction of my staff to fleet captain, fleet lieutenant,

secretary, one acting ensign, and a clerk.

My fleet lieutenant, M. L. Johnson, went North in July last under

medical survey, and thus losing his valuable services, I have been

unable to dispense with the assistance of the two acting ensigns on

my staff, Mr. [F. T.] Mason and Mr. [Adrian] Phillipps.

Mr. Mason's resignation has already been forwarded to the Depart-

ment, and by the time the acceptance of it reaches me, I may be able

to carry on the clerical duties of the squadron with my secretary.

Acting Ensign Phillipps, and a clerk.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosures.]

Table No. 1.

List of the twelve vessels retained in the Oulf squadron, giving their names,

class, guns, names of commanding officers, and their present station.

Name.
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Table No. 3.

255

LUt of sailing vessels allowed by the Department to be temporarily retained for
the transportation of stores, etc., from New Orleans to Pensacola.

Name.
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Tabu: No. 7.

List of vessels of the squadron sold in this department.

Name.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. 8. Navy, transmitting
papers in the matter of the sale of the steamer Swing, at
Pensacola.

No- 364.J Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, November 13, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a letter
(marked No. 1), addressed to me by Commander J. F. Armstrong,
commandant of the Pensacola navy yard, submitting to me copies of
letters, affidavits,* etc. (marked No. 2), from Colonel Woodman, com-
manding Subdistrict West Florida, relative to the sale of the steamer
Ewing, at Pensacola, abandoned by the so-called Confederate Gov-
ernment.

I had no previous knowledge of the case until these papers were
submitted to me, by which it would seem that the special agent of the
Treasury Department had sold at auction, for a merely nominal price,
an abandoned wrecked steamer worth at least over $1,000.
The papers are submitted for such action, if any, which the Depart-

ment may choose to take.

Very respectfully,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosures.]

Commandant's Office, Navt Yard,
Pensacola, November 8, 1865.

Admiral : I submit the copies of letters received on the 6th instant
from Colonel Woodman, commanding Subdistrict West Florida, rela-

tive to the sale of the steamer Ewing, at Pensacola, abandoned by the
so-called Confederate Government. I have informed Colonel Wood-
man that I have submitted the papers to you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. Armstrong,
Commander, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral Henry K. TThatcher,
Commanding Gulf Squadron, Pensacola Bay.

Headquarters Subdistrict of West Florida,
Barrancas, November 6, 1865.

Captain : I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your consid-

eration, copies of affidavits concerning the wreck of the steamer

Ewing, abandoned by the so-called Confederate Navy.
The boiler has been raised from the wreck and placed on Moreno's

wharf, Pensacola, an unsafe place for it, under existing circum-

stances.

Not necessary to publish.

N W B—VOL 22 17
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I would respectfully request to be informed if you intend to take

any action in the case.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. W. Woodman,
Colonel Second Maine Cavalry^ Commanding.

Captain Jas. F. Aemstrong,
Commandant Navy Yard, Pensacola.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ . S. Navy,_ regarding

the disposition of Confederate naval material in localities on the

Apalachicola River.
GxiLF Squadron,

U. S. Flagship Estrella, off Pensacola, Fla., November 20, 1865.

Sir: In conformity to the orders of the Department, under date

September 8, 1865, I directed Liuetenant-Commander C. H. Cush-

man to visit the localities on the Apalachicola Eiver and its branches

where rebel naval property was said to be deposited, and in conjunc-

tion with Mr. J. H. Alexander, the special Treasury agent, endeavor

to secure for the benefit of the United States all property which had
been claimed by the rebel naval authorities. Lieutenant-Commander
Cushman, having performed this duty, has returned and made his

report to the effect that at Eufaula Mr. Alexander had no property

whatever to turn over to him. At Macon Mr. Alexander presented

him to Mr. J. H. Warner, late a chief engineer in the rebel Navy,
and informed Lieutenant-Commander Cushman that he had consti-

tuted Mr. Warner as his subagent to turn over the property; an
examination showed that there was a quantity of blocks, hawsers,

copper, sheet and pig iron, steel, composition, spikes, sheathing nails,

light-house property, and two guns; in all probably ten or twelve

carloads, all mingled with army property, from which it must be
selected. Lieutenant-Commander Cushman met here an officer de-

tailed by the commander of the Atlantic Squadron on the same errand,

but it would be impracticable to transport this property to any sea-

'

port other than Apalachicola. The military authorities have charge
of these articles until the river rises sufficiently to admit of their trans-

portation to the coast. At Columbus was found a number of cylin-

ders for marine engine boilers, high and low pressure, shafting, screw
propellers, portions of a rolling mill, and other machinery, a large
quantity of scrap iron, a locomotive and tender, six guns of different

calibers, and a miscellaneous collection of broken rails, gun planks,
etc., in different parts of the town and in no one's custody, though
the military commander at Columbus had placed over it a nominal
guard, but it did not appear that it had ever been taken possession of
by Mr. Alexander or any other Treasury agent ; it was therefore nec-
essary to begin with this property by assorting, boxing, and preparing
it for shipment with proper invoices. A guard has been placed over
it as naval property, and Mr. Warner has oeen authorized to prepare
it for shipment, but there is a quantity of old material which I re-

spectfully suggest should be sold to the best advantage for benefit

of the Navy. It is believed that other naval property will be dis-

covered at Eufaula. Twelve miles below Columbus, at the race
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pass, is the wreck of the Chattahoochee, rebel gunboat. Her machin-
ery under water, she has been burned as far as possible ; it is probable
that her hull could be raised at a low stage of water. Some parts of
her machinery have been stolen. The other wreck, gunboat Jackson,
lays 32 miles below Columbus on a shoal, and badly burned amid-
ships. Her guns, engines, and armor are in her bottom, partly
melted by fire, and can only be made available as old iron. I would
therefore respectfully suggest that both these vessels be wrecked,
guns excepted, on the best terms which can be made with responsible
parties. At the next fall of the river I shall detail an officer to super-
intend the boxing, invoicing, and shipment to Apalachicola of all

the property found which formerly belonged to the rebel Navy, and
also to endeavor to discover other material said to be concealed. A
moderate percentage, if tendered to informers, would probably bring
to light other stolen property. The rolling-mill machinery referred
to can be sold at auction, as it is reported imperfect, and its transpor-
tation would be expensive. A quantity of engineer's material, pipes,
etc., about 4 tons, have already reached Apalachicola and will be
transferred to the Pensacola navy yard, as the rate of storage at

Apalachicola is very high. And such will be the disposition made
of all the material saved, unless otherwise instructed by the Depart-
ment.
I may add, in conclusion, that there must necessarily be considerable

expense incurred in carrying out the orders of the Department, for

which public bills will be drawn.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, TJ. S. Navy, forwarding
a return of vessels employed in the Gulf Squadron.

Gulf Squadron,

U. S. Flagship EstreUa, New Orleans, December 1, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor, in accordance with paragraph 299, to for-

ward a return of the condition, distribution, and employment of the

ve.ssels of this squadron at the present date.

The names of the vessels really constituting the squadron, includ-

ing therein the four additional vessels allowed by the Department,

the class, number of guns, names of commanding officers, and their

distribution are as fofiows:



260 WEST GTTLF BLOCKADING SQTIADBON.

Name.

Charlotte . .

.

Cbocura
Clematis
Cowslip

Estrella
Glasgow

Mahaska ...

M. A. Wood

Marigold ...

Muscoota . .

.

PaulJones..
Port Royal..
Sagamore ..

Tallapoosa .

Tioga

Yncca

Class. Guns.

Schooner . .

.

Screw, G. B.
Screw tug. .

.

Side-wheel..

Side-wheel..
Side-wheel.

.

Side-wheel..
.Schooner ...

Screw tug. .

.

Side-wheel..
Side-wheel .

.

Side-wheel .

.

Screw, Q. B.
Side-wheel .

.

Side-wheel..

Screw

Commanding officer.

Mate A. Whiting
Lieut. Comdr. A. B. Yates.
Actg. Ensign P. Williams .

Actg. Ensign F. Ellms

Comdr. E. Simpson
Lieut. Comdr. C. [H.] Cush-
man.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. N. M. Dyer
Actg. Ensign J. D. Moore..

Actg. Mast. C. P. Williams

.

Comdr. J. C. Williamson. .

.

Lieut. Comdr. J. Madigan..
Lieut. Comdr. B. Gherardi.

.

Lieut.Comdr. C.E.Fleming.
Lieut. Comdr. S. Magaw
Lieut. Comdr. W. D. VfhiU
Ing.

Acting Master H. C. Wade.

.

Distribution.

Mobile with coal.
Fensacola, repairing.
New Orleans.
Dispatch boat between Fen-
sacola and New Orleans.

New Orleans.
Lake Pontchartraln, tender.

Apalacbicola.
Fensacola, going to Tampa

for coal.
Key West, ordered North
Key West.
Mobile Bay.
New Orleans.
Tampa Bay.
Galveston.
Fensacola, repairing.

Fensacola, dispatch boat be-
tween Havana and Fensa-
cola.

In all, sixteen vessels. The four additional vessels above referred

to are the Charlotte, Cowslip, Glasgow, and Yucca, but orders have
been sent to the senior officer off Key West to send the Marigold
North, which will reduce the above to fifteen vessels.

In addition to the above, four sailing vessels are used temporarily
for the transportation of stores of all kinds from the Keading Press,

New Orleans, to be sent North when the work is completed, viz

:

Name.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, regarding the disposition of Clyde-built blockade runners
lying in the Tombigbee River.

Navt Depabtment, December 5, 1865.
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-

cation of the 29th ultimo, in relation to the three Clyde-built steam-
ers, now lying in the Tombigbee River, that were used in running the
blockade, and to inform you that Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher has
been instructed to take possession of them, remove them to Mobile,
and report fully as to their condition, qualities, value, etc.

Very respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Hon. H. McCuLLocH,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, acknowledg-
ing Departments orders for transf&r of the Chdf Squadron to

Commodore 'Winslow, V. S. Navy.

Gulf Squadron,
U. S. Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, December 28, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 26th in-

stant of the Department's dispatch of the 5th instant, informing me
that Commodore John A. Winslow had been ordered to take passage
from New York to New Orleans, so as to reach the latter place by the
1st of January next, and directing me on his arrival to transfer to

him the command of the Gulf Squadron, after which to return as

soon as practicable to New York, reporting by letter to the Depart-
ment, when orders will be issued to me for the command of the navy
yard at Mare Island, Cal.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comm,anding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, forwarding
a return of vessels employed in the Gulf Squadron.

Gulf Squadron,
Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, December 31, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor, in accordance with paragraph 299, to for-

ward the monthly return of the condition, distribution, and employ-

ment of the vessels of this squadron at the present date.
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The names of the vessels, the class, number of guns, names of com-
manding officers, and their distribution are as foflows

:

Name.
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ing, are attached to the Pensacola naw yard, in accordance with
orders from the Navy Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

.
H. K. Thatcher,

Acting Rear-Admiral^ Commanding Gulf Squadron.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U. S. Navy, regarding the
steamers Mary, Red Gauntlet, and Virgin.

^^- 8-] Gulf Squadron,
Flagship Estrella, Pensacola Bay, January 8, ISHG.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-
ment's dispatch of the 5th ultimo, in relation to the three Clyde-built
steamers, viz, the Mary, Red Gauntlet, and Virgin, that were used
in running the blockade, now lying in Tombigbee Eiver at a point
above Gainesville, and directing me to take possession of them and
report to the Department fully their condition and qualities, with
an appraisal of their present value.
With regard to these vessels I have respectfully to state that on

the surrender of the rebel Navy, under command of Commodore
Farrand, to me, I was informed by that oiRcer that these blockade
runners were never used or claimed by the rebel naval authorities,
but that they were purchased and used by the rebel Army, and that
he had no authority over them, and the same was the case with the
Heroine, another of the same class, which the army at Mobile used
as a picket boat at the time of the surrender, and which vessel was
surrendered to General Canby and used by him for army purposes.
The three named in the Department's dispatch were also surren-
dered by the rebel general, Taylor, to General Canby, otherwise I
should have taken posession of them with the rebel naval vessels

under Farrand. They are now at a point on the Tombigbee above
the so-called shoals, where they were taken at a high stage of water,
and can not be brought to Mobile until the river rises several feet

more.
On receiving the Department's dispatch, I immediately opened

a correspondence with Major-General Woods, commanding district

of Alabama (see enclosure No. 1), in relation to the custody of these
vessels. To-day my letter was returned with an endorsement by
General Woods (see copy of endorsement on enclosure No. 1) to the
effect that these vessels, under orders from General Thomas, had been
transferred to the collector of customs. Mobile, but that now, under
Executive order, November 11, a copy of which is enclosed (marked
No. 2), they come under the jurisdiction of the commissioners of
abandoned lands, etc. I also received to-day a letter from Mr. Mon-
tague, the collector of the port at Mobile (copy enclosed marked
No. 3), informing me that he had been ordered by telegram from the

Secretary of the Treasury to turn over these steamers to the author-
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ized officer of the Navy Department, on payment to him of any
expenses incurred.

An officer of good judgment and discretion will be immediately
dispatched to the locality of the three steamers, to report upon their

present condition and efficiency, and on receiving his report it will

be at once forwarded to the Department. It will be perceived by
the Department that there will be expenses on these vessels as stated

by Mr. Montague, and I respectfully request authority to pay any
reasonable public bills charged against these vessels, which may be
proved to be justly due the Department, of which Mr. Montague
is the representative.

The steamers, if delivered up by Mr. Montague, will be placed
in custody of a naval officer, who will be held responsible for their

safety until they can be removed to Pensacola, and inventories of
their contents will be required from him.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. K. Thatcher,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Gulf Squadron.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Acting Master Stannard, U. S. Navy, regarding expedition
in the Tombigbee River, Alabama.

U. S. S. Tritonia,
Mobile, Ala., January 31, 1866.

Sir: I respectfully submit the following report of the expedition
up the Tombigbee River in search of a steamer and cotton captured
by guerrillas.

Agreeable to your orders of the 28th instant, I reported to General
Woods, commanding military forces at Mobile, and delivered to him
your orders, placing the Tritonia (under my command) at his dis-
posal, for the purpose of transporting troops up the river, and from
him received instructions to be ready at 9 o'clock a. m., 29th instant,
at which time I received on board a company of infantry under com-
mand of Captain [Edward K.] Blackburn, and steamed up the river.
At 3 13. m. found the steamer Belfast made fast to the bank; went

alongside and ascertained she had been robbed of almost all her cargo,
which consisted of 594 bales of cotton. Proceeded on up, and soon
found the steamer Meringo loading cotton, which had been stolen
from the Belfast by guerrillas. Left a guard on her, and proceeded
on up to Pain's wood yard (about 100 miles from Mobile up the
Tombigbee), taking the Belfast along with us, to where a part of
the cotton was taken from her the day before; here we found the
cotton and captured five guerrillas. After the cotton had been loaded
on the Belfast, si&Ti&di (in company with her) down the river, and
arrived here this morning safely.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. M. Stannard,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Commander John Madigan,
Commanding U. S. S. Paul Jones,

Senior Officer, Naval Forces, Mobile Bay, Alabama.
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CONT'KDICRA.TK R.KPOKTS A-IS^JO CORRESFOKrOKNCK.

Letter from Brigadier-General Hawes, C. S. Army, to Captain
Em^mons, U. S. Navy, regarding parties sent out by flag of truce

from Galveston.

Headquarters Defenses of Galveston,
January 2, 1865.

Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
last communication of December 22, 1864, which related to the parties

left in Galveston by our commissioner of exchange and whom I sent

out under flag of truce.

These parties were a portion of the number who contemplated leav-

ing the country by virtue of an understanding existing between the

commissioners of the respective Governments, but, owing to their own
negligence and delay, failed to reach the steamer before her departure.

It was represented to me that they had sent all of their effects out

to the fleet and were left utterly destitute. In view of this fact, I

consented to send them out under a flag of truce. This would .have

been done on the day after the exchange was effected, but for the

severe wind prevailing at the time, which delayed their departure
for twenty-four hours. My action in the matter was a simple act of

charity. Indiscriminate departure from the country to your fleet

without previous correspondence as to their true status is not per-

mitted. I am equally disinclined to transmit applications from per-

sons of this class and shall only do so when the case is represented as

one of actual distress.

As I had the honor to state in a former letter, I*&m willing to pass

out of the country by flag of truce, or receive by the same channel,

any unfortunate noncombatants who are simply endeavoring to rejoin

their natural protectors.

But I will not at any time, or under any circumstances, aid any

persons in this manner who design retracing their journey.

Hoping the views herein expressed accord: with your own,

I have the honor to remain, with much respect, your very obedient

servant,
J. M. Hawes,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain Geo. F. Emmons,
Comdg. Second Division West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Letter from Major Curell, C. S. Army, to Commodore Palmer, U. S.

Navy, regarding forwarding of packages to prisoners sent Nortfi.

Office Exchange of Prisoners,

Mobile, January H, 1865.

Sib : I have the honor to enquire whether you will receive and for-

ward to prisoners captured from us, and now confined at the North,

packages of clothing, etc., which their relations here may- desire to

send them.
x twt /-v i

Your courtesy in forwarding packages to prisoners at JNew Urleans

and on Ship Island is duly appreciated, and I trust that you ^ill con-

sent to extend that courtesy to those prisoners who are at the North.
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I would respectfully ask for an early reply.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. R. Cuhell,

Major and Assistant Commissioner Exchange.

Commanding Officer of the United States Fleet,

Off Mobile, Ala.

Letter from Major Gurell, C. S. Army, to Commodore Palmar, V. 8.

Navy, regarding the forwarding of correspondence with Confed-

erate prisoners at the North.

Office Exchange of Prisoners,
Mobile, January 18, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your verbal mes-

sage, transmitted to me by the commander of the C. S. transport

Waverly.
My only object in effecting the arrangement which I made with the

commander of the United States fleet in August last, for the trans-

mission of letters and packages, was to facilitate correspondence be-

tween prisoners and their relatives, and to furnish those prisoners

with some little relief in their confinement. Of course, it was in-

tended that none but prisoners, on either side, should enjoy the

benefits of this arrangement.
For a while, htewever, the officer in command of the upper fleet,

without any special agreement, allowed letters to go through to and
from parties not prisoners of war, thereby affording citizens on either

side the same favor which has been allowed them for a long time by
flag of truce on James River. As soon, however, as we were notified

by the commander of the United States fleet that no more letters

should be allowed to pass, unless they came from or were addressed
to prisoners of war, orders were immediately issued here establishing

the required limits upon correspondence by flag of truce.

It was certainly, therefore, with some surprise that the harsh mes-
sage was received, notifying us that no letters would be taken by your
fleet for prisoners, if any letters were sent down for others than pris-

oners of war.
If, by some clerical oversight, one such letter should find its way

in the mail, it could be easily returned, without cessation of flag-of-

truce correspondence, thereby depriving prisoners on both sides of the
benefit of our arrangement, an arrangement of which the prisoners
whom we hold have availed themselves fully as much as those whom
you have the good fortune of holding in your hands.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jas. R. Curell,
Major and Assistant Commissioner of Exchange.

Commander of the United States Fleet,

Off Mobile, Ala.
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[Sndorsement.]

The message referred to was sent in consequence of the discovery
of contraband letters being mixed in among those marked " prisoners'
letters," and the evidence of a base act on the part of this individual
or his assistants.

T. A. J.

Report of Major-General Maury ^ C. S. Army, regarding the conduct
of the contractor of the torpedo hoot Saint Patrick.

Headquarters District of the Gulf,
Mobile, Ala., January 26, 1865.

General : In accordance with instructions from the Navy Depart-
ment, communicated to me by Commodore Farrand, that officer trans-
ferred to my command the torpedo-boat Saint Patrick, built on
a contract with the Government by a man named Halligan. This
boat was to have been ready for action in July last, and I hoped to
use it against the enemy's fleet off Fort Morgan. I therefore caused
every possible assistance to be given to Halligan in building her, and
urged her early completion. It was not, however, till the month of—
Halligan arrived here with the boat, and from his whole course I
became convinced he had no real intention of attacking the enemy
and that the only practical purpose the Saint Patrick was serving
was to keep Halligan and her crew of six able-bodied men from
doing military duty. I therefore had him supplied with every means
to move against the enemy, and notified him that if he did not attack
at once I would place an officer in charge of her who would. In the
course of a few days I found it necessary to supersede Halligan, who
then placed his affairs in the hands of a lawyer and procured from
Richmond a transfer of his boat to the naval commander on this

station. Impressed with the importance of using so formidable a

vessel as this is said to be, I have continually and repeatedly urged
Commodore Farrand to make Halligan attack or to place the boat in

charge of one of the many clever young officers of the Navy or Army
who have been pressing for the command of her. This, however, he
did not do until, in consequence, I presume, of my official reports to

higher authority, he was ordered to transfer the Saint Patrick to me.
I immediately asked him to let me have Lieutenant Walker, of the

Navy, to command her. And on placing that officer in charge of the

vessel, now lying under the guns of the eastern shore, he found that

Halligan had been absent from her for two weeks, and had taken off

with him several essential parts of her machinery. After some
search Halligan was found comfortably established in the Battle

House, and Mr. "Walker, by energetic and good management, has

recovered from him the necessary machinery and thinks he can oper-

ate to-morrow night. I enclose a note written by me to Commodore
Farrand some weeks ago. From the tenor of a letter of the honorable

Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Farrand, I regret to perceive

the impression has been made on his mind that a cordial desire to

cooperate with each other may not exist here between the naval com-
mander and the district commander. Our relations have always
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been pleasant and our intercourse free, and I shall not permit any
private feelings to interfere with the business before us. When I
find the commodore disagrees with my views of what is required, I
shall refer the matter to higher authority.

I am, general, your obedient servant,

Dabney H. Mattkt,
Major-General, Commanding.

[General S. Cooper.]

[Endorsement.]

Adjutant and Inspector-General's Office,
February 18, 1865.

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
The person complained of in the within communication, John P.

Halligan, was exempted January 26, 1864, upon recommendation of
the Secretary of the Navy and by direction of the President, until

July 1, 1864, to construct a submarine torpedo boat. The exemption
was at the expiration of said time extended while the boat should be
bona fide engaged in operating against the enemy. General Maury
represents Halligan as having prolonged the completion of his work
with no object in view save to evade military duty. Every facility

was aflForded him to complete his work ; he failed to avail himself of
any of them. Upon application of General Maury he was removed,
when he carried oflF several essential parts of the machinery. After
some search these were recovered.

H. L. Clay,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Letter from Major-General Maury, C. S. Army, to Captain Moore,
commanding Special Scouts, referring to appointment of peace
commissioners.

Headquarters District of the Gulf,
Mobile, Ala., Jaunary 30, 1865.

Captain : We have been informed that it was the intention of the
enemy to have evacuated Pascagoula yesterday for the purpose of
effecting a lodgment at Portersville. Please arrange to give us the
earliest information. This may be all a rumor, still it is well to be on
the lookout.

I suppose you have heard of the appointment of Messrs. Stephens,
Hunter, and Campbell commissioners to proceed to Washington to
confer with the authorities there on the subject of peace. God grant
they may succeed in bringing about an honorable peace. I am afraid
our men will relax their energies in case of nonsuccess. We will, how-
ever, know in a few days what to expect. Either a peace or an inter-
minable war is before us. Whichever it be, may God be with us.
There is no news of interest from any other section.

Yours, truly,

Geo. G. Garner.
Captain Frank Moore,

Commanding Special Scouts.
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Report of Major-General Maury^ C. S. Army, commending the con-
duct of Lieutenant Walker, C. S. Navy, appointed to command the
torpedo boat Saint Patrick.

Headquarters District of the Gulf,
Mobile, Ala., February 3, 1865.

General : I have the honor to report that on the 24th ultimo Com-
modore Farrand, C. S. Navy, transferred to me the torpedo boat
Saint Patrick, built by a man named Halligan under a contract with
the Government. Halligan having shown nimself deficient in nerve
or capacity to attack the enemy, I removed him from command of the
Saint Patrick and assigned to her Lieutenant Walker, C. S. Navy, a

young officer of great gallantry and merit, whom Commodore Far-
rand kindl}' placed at my disposal. Mr. Walker diligently applied
himself to preparation for immediate action, and, although Halligan
had removed from the boat several essential parts of her machinery,

he was enabled to recover them and get underway on the night of the

27th ultimo. At 1 a. m. he struck the enemy's flagship Octorara abaft

the wheelhouse. The torpedo missed fire. The greatest consterna-

tion and confusion was occasioned on the ship, so that the fire of ar-

tillery and musketry, which was directed against the Saint Patrick,

failed to strike her, and she returned with her crew to the protection

of our batteries. Some portion of her machinery was damaged dur-

ing the expedition, but Mr. Walker is confident that he will be ready

to go out again by the next dark moon. I take pleasure in reporting

to the War Department the fine conduct of Lieutenant Walker and

in recommending him through you to the favorable notice of the Navy
Department.

I remain, very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,

Dabney H. Maury,
Major-General, Commanding.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

[Telegram.]

Meridian, Miss., February Jf, 1865.

The navy at Mobile is a farce. Its vessels are continually tied up at

the wharf; never in cooperation with the army. The payment of its

expenses is a waste of money. I send by mail a communication, giv-

ing my reasons for these expressions.
^ ^ R. Taylor,

Lieutenant'General.

His Excellency the President.
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Letter from Major-General Maury, C. S. Army, to Captain Moore,

commanding Special Scouts, regarding expected movements of the

enemy.

Headquarters District of the Gulf,
Mobile, Ala., February 15, 1865.

Captain : The major-general commanding directs me to say he has

reliable information that the enemy is now ready to move from New
Orleans.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. G. Garner,
Chief of Staff.

Captain Frank Moore,
Commanding Special Scouts, Fowl River.

Letter from Major-General Maury, C. S. Army, to Captain Moore,
comm,anding Special Scouts, regarding provisions for destitute iv/-

habitants of Pascagoula.

Headquarters District of the Gulf,

Mobile, Ala., February 18, 1865.

Captain : The major-general commanding directs me to inform
you that he is in possession of your communication of yesterday's

date, and in reply says, as follows:

In regard to the persons who have, or presumed to have, taken the
oath, he desires that they should receive no molestation as long as

they behave themselves properly and not be guilty of any suspicious

act. When they are so committed, he expects them to be sent away
beyond our lines. He desires you to be informed also that the neces-

sary steps are being taken to send by wagon trains corn and other
provisions to Pascagoula and by the Chickasawha River. The peo-
ple of Pascagoula must provide and start some flat to be loaded with
the same kind of provisions, both of which are destined to be dis-

tributed to the poor and destitute families of that neighborhood, and
asks at your hands, if compatible with your duties, to give to it every
assistance possible. This is allowed and approved by Lieutenant-
General Taylor.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. G. Garner,
Chief of Staff.

Captain Frank Moore,
Commanding Scouts.
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Order of Major-General Maury, G. S. Army, to Captain Moore,
commanding Special Scouts, for the destruction of one of the
enemy^s boats.

Headquarters District of the Gttlf,
Mobile, Ala., February 27, 1865.

Captain: The major-general commanding directs me to inform
you that he desires you to do all [in] your power to destroy the
enemy's boat, reported to be aground, and to assure you that he is
ready at all times to render you every possible assistance.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. G. Garner,
Chief of Staff.

Captain Frank Moore,
Commanding Special Scouts, below Dog River.

Letter from Commander Jones, C. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-General
Taylor, C. S. Army, requesting an opinion regarding the removal
of Naval Gun Foundry and Ordnance Works from Selma, Ala.

Naval Gttn Foundry and Ordnance Works,
Selma, [Ala."], March 15, 1866.

Sir : I am directed by the Secretary of the Navy to confer with you
in regard to removing the machinery of these works. Our machinery
is very heavy and there is a great deal of it. Under favorable cir-

cumstances it would require weeks to remove it, and it would be
months before we could have it in operation elsewhere. I have sent

off all the machinery not in use. Please inform me if you deem it

best to remove and where to go. I would ask, if we are to remove,
that all quartermasters have positive orders to transport our machin-
ery without delay.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Catesby ap R. Jones,
Commandant, C. S. Navy.

Lieutenant-General R. Taylor,
Commanding Department, Meridian, [^Misa.'].

Letter from, Major-General Magruder, C. S. Army, to Captain Sands,

U. S. Navy, requesting transportation to New Orleans for peace

commissioners.

Headquarters District Texas, etc.,

Houston, May H-, 1865.

Sir: The restoration of peace in this district is the object, and, I
believe, will be the result of the commission I am sending through

your courtesy to New Orleans. With the sincere view of facilitating

this desirable end, I have, the honor to propose an armistice between

the naval forces on the coast and the troops under my command, to

continue until the results of the conference are known, or until you
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may receive instructions from the United States authorities in New
C)t*1p3.iis

Colonel Ashbel Smith, of the Confederate Army, and Mr. W. P.

Ballin<^er, by whom this communication is sent, are the commis-

sioners' appointed by me to proceed to New Orleans, and are also

authorized to arrange the terms of the armistice. They will take on

board an ofScer or officers who will bear me your answer.

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
J. Bankhead Mageuder,

Major-General, Commanding.
Captain B. F. Sands,

Commanding U. S. Fleet of Galveston.

Proclamation by Major-General Magruder, C. S. Army, of an armis-

tice pending negotiations of peace commissioners at New Orleans.

Hdqes. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Aeizona,
Houston, May 26, 1865.

To the people of Texas:

The commanding general of the district announces to the citizens

of Texas that, at his request. Commander Sands, commanding U. S.

fleet off Galveston, has permitted to pass to New Orleans two com-
missioners. Colonel Ashbel Smith, C. S. Army, and W. P. Ballinger,

esq., for the purpose of opening negotiations with the proper author-
ities of the United States for the pacification of the State of Texas
on the basis of the treaty of 1845, by which she was annexed to the
United States, and that practically, though not formally, an armistice

will exist between the blockading fleet and the garrison at Galveston
until the result of these negotiations shall have been known, unless,

in the meantime. Commander Sands shall receive other instructions.

Through this commission, appointed with the concurrence of the able
governor of the State, the views of his Excellency Governor Murrah
(which he was prevented by illness from presenting at the recent
meeting of the governors and General Smith at Marshall) will be
communicated to the Federal Government, and it is believed that
peace can be definitely concluded with the United States Government
upon such terms as will insure it to be honorable and lasting. In the
meantime it is absolutely necessary that the planters of each county,
particularly those residing near the various railroads, shall send,
without the least delay, provisions, especially corn and bacon, to
Houston and Galveston, which places have been drained of their
supplies in furnishing the troops in their recent retrograde movement,
and which places now offer a profitable market. Four hundred
bushels of corn and 2,000 pounds of bacon are required to be sent
forthwith to Galveston for the supply of troops there imtil the com-
missioners shall have been heard from. The patriotic planters are
once more earnestly called upon to furnish supplies to the garrison at
Galveston, so as to enable the commanding general to make this last
effort for the interest of the State of Texas.

J. B. Magruder,
Major-General, Commavking.
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O-fficial circular of Major-General Magruder, C. S. Army, announc-
ing the surrender of Confederate armies and property in the Trans-
Mississippi Department to the Army of the United States.

Hdqes. District Texas, New Mexico, etc.,

Galveston, June £, 1865.

The commanding officers of subdistricts, posts, troops, and steamers,
arsenals, factories, and all public establishments of the Confederate
States in Texas are hereby officially notified that General E. K.
Smith, commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, has this day
signed a convention with the United States authorities by which the
armies and property of the Confederate States in the Trans-Missis-
sippi Department have been surrendered to Major-General Canby,
United States Army.

All officers are charged to protect property of every kind whatever,
in which the Confederate States Government has any interest, and
are reminded that they are bound by every consideration of honor to

preserve the same, that it may be faithfully turned over to the United
States authorities.

This circular is sent by a steamer of the United States Navy, which
opportunity has been courteously afforded the major-general com-
manding the District of Texas, etc., by Commodore Sands, command-
ing blodcade fleet off Galveston.

J. Bankhead Magruder,
Major-General, Commanding.

Letter from Major-General Magruder, C. S. Army, to Captain Sands,

U. S. Navy, requesting transportation to New Orleans.

Houston, Tex., June 6, 1865.

Commodore: Whilst on board your ship the other day, General

Smith and I were invited by General Davis (as you may remember)

to proceed with him at once to New Orleans. Important duties then

to be performed prevented my accepting that offer. I have now ap-

pointed commissioners and mstituted measures necessary to carry

out the provisions of the convention entered into by Generals

Smith and Canby, and having nothing further to do am extremely

anxious to proceed to New Orleans with such of my staff as may wish

to accompany me, under the terms of the convention, to give my
parole there.

I will now be very glad to avail myself of the means of transpor-

tation so courteously offered the other day.

This communication will be handed you by Captain Turner, of my
staff, who is perfectly acquainted with my wishes, and who will have

the honor to bring to me your reply.

I am, commodore, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. Bankhead Magruder,
Major-General, Commanding, etc.

Commodore B. F. Sands,
Commanding V. S. Fleet off Galveston.

N W B—VOL 22 18
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Letter from Major-General Magrvder, C. S. Army, to Captain Sands,
U. S. Navy, announ^ng his purpose to remain at Galveston to

await development of affairs.

Hdqrs. District Texas, etc.,

Galveston, June 8, 1865.

Commodore: I am requested by Major-General Magruder to ex-

press to you his sincere thanks for your kindness, and to say that as

General Smith, commanding the Department, has declined to relieve

him from command, he will await here the development of affairs.

With assurance of high regard, I am, commodore, your obedient
servant,

Edmund P. Turner,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commodore B. F. Sands,
Commanding Third Division Gulf Squadron.

P. S.—Several of the general's staff will be ready at 9 o'clock in
the morning.

Very respectfuEy, your obedient servant,

Edmund P. Turner,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

ESOH HAY 8, 1861, TO APBIL 11, 1862.

Report of Lieutenant Febiger U. S. Navy, requesting to be detached
from the U. S. Coast Survey.

U. S. Navy Yabd, New York, May 8, 1861.

Sie: I would most respectfully request to be detached from the

U. S. Coast Survey, and should it be the intention of the Government
to employ a naval force to cooperate with the army at Cairo in the

blockade of the Western rivers would respectfully solicit orders for

such duty.

A small force could be easily organized of seamen now out of

employment in any of the Western cities, which, armed and equipped
in the usual manner, would doubtlessly be of service either ashore or

afloat.

Should the above suggestion not meet with the approbation of the

Department I wish to be considered as anxious for immediate employ-
ment in any service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. C. Febiger,

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Commanding.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, trans-

mitting plan of James B. Eads for blockading the commerce of the

seceding States on the Mississippi.

Navt Department, May H, 1861.

Sir : The enclosed communication of Mr. James B. Eads, contain-

ing a description of Cairo and submitting a plan for blockading the

commerce of the rebelling States on the Mississippi, is respectfully

referred to the War Department, to which the subject more properly
belongs. Mr. Eads has been informed of the reference.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Hon. Simon Cameron,

Secretary of War.
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[Enclosure.]

Washington Citt, Afvil 29, 1861.

Sir : Herewith I have the honor to submit for your consideration

the following proposition and information relative to the feasibility

of effectually blockading the commerce of the rebelling States upon
the Mississippi River:

Proposition.—Establish at Cairo, as the base of operations, a strong

force, with such batteries on shore and afloat as will effectually con-

trol the passage of vessels bound up or down the Mississippi and Ohio
rivers.

Description of Cairo.—The city of Cairo has a broad levee front

on the Ohio River, raised about fourteen feet above the natural level

of the city and extending for a distance of about three miles imme-
diately along the river. On the Mississippi side extends a levee of the

same height and about the same length, but removed from the bank
of the river from 100 yards to half a mile distant, to be out of danger
from the caving in of the bank. From this levee, across from the

Ohio River, a levee extends of the same height, by which the town
is protected from the backwater, the whole forming a delta. These
levees would afford admirable defenses upon which to plant batter-

ies at proper points. The great Central Railroad of Illinois, in addi-

tion to the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, would afford means of sup-

plying this point with great rapidity with troops, munitions of war,
and provisions, and the place would be capable of accommodating
a force on land of 50,000 men, if need be. The levees are perfectly

safe, and the drainage system established in connection with the steam
pumps of the corporation are amply sufficient to remove all seepage
water. The health of the place has been greatly improved by this sys-

tem of drainage. From the bank on the Ohio side that river can be
completely commanded. A large bar of sand lies between the Mis-
souri shore and the levee on the Mississippi side of Cairo and throws
the channel along the Missouri shore nearly two miles distant from
the town. A floating battery upon the river would be needed to fully
command the commerce on the Mississippi River. For the purpose of
more readily comprehending the matter, I have drawn from memory
a rough sketch, or map, of the place and its surroundings.
Floating batteries.—^The Missouri Wrecking Company have one

very strong boat, built originally for a snag boat by the United States,
and purchased and altered for the purpose of raising steamboats
sunk on the Mississippi. It is a twin boat, each hull of which is

subdivided into seven water-tight compartments, and shot penetrating
three or four of these would not sink her. She is abundantly strong
for a complement of 32-pounders, and has four double-flued boilers
and two independent engines to drive her. With $2,000 or $3,000
worth of cotton bales arranged properly upon her she could be made
exceedingly effective for offense or defense. The erection of batteries
upon the banks of the river by the enemy could be prevented by this
means, and steamers could be overhauled or points on the river effec-
tually attacked with her. I know of no boat or vessel on the Missis-
sippi which could possibly resist her. By using the steam pumps
with which she is provided she could be kept afloat with twenty 32-
pounder shot through her. With her armament on board she would
draw about 4 feet. We never find less than 5 feet from Cairo to
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Memphis. The same company have two other boats, lighter than
the above, provided with steam engines, which would be very eflFective

in shoaler water for similar purposes.
The result.—The eflfect or this blockade would be most disastrous

to the South, as it would effectually close the main artery through
which flows her food. It would establish a tollgate through which
alone her dutiable goods could enter, or through which her products
could find their way to market. The only outlets or inlets which
would remain to her would be the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers

and the railroads from Louisville to Nashville and Chattanooga.
The Tennessee and Cumberland rivers are navigable only by very
small steamers, except in short seasons of high water. Their mouths
can be easily commanded by batteries on the Illinois shore or by
floating batteries. The railroad is very vulnerable, as one man could
blow up a culvert or bridge and render it useless for the time being.

If Kentucky were friendly to the Union, these three inlets could be

effectually guarded; if she were unfriendly, their northern termini

would be completely at our mercy. Once close them and the great

Mississippi, and starvation is inevitable in less than six months.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James B. Eads,

Of St. Louis, Mo.
Hon. GmEON Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

Special order of the Secretary of War submitting the Eads plan to

Major-General McClellan for consideration and action.

War Department, May H, 1861.

Mr. James B. Eads, of St. Louis, has proposed as a means of de-

fense and of active operations at Cairo and the rivers adjacent, the

employment of the boats owned by the wrecking company of which

he is a member, and has advised that said boats be taken by the Gov-

ernment and properly armed and equipped for that service. The
Government here deeming very favorably of the proposition, but

unwilling to decide positively upon the matter without the knowledge

and approval of the general in command of that department, it is

ordered that the subject be referred to General McClellan, who will

consult with Mr. Eads and with such naval officer as the Navy De-

partment may send out for that purpose, and then, as he shall find

b^t, take order for the proper preparation of the boats.

Simon Cameron,
Secretary of War.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to James B. Eads, acknowl-

edging receipt of proposed plan of Uockade of seceding States on

the Mississippi River.

Navy Department, May H, 1861.

Sir- t have received your letter of the 29th ultimo with enclosures,

dvine a description of Cairo and submitting a plan for blockading

the commerce of the rebelling States on the Mississippi, and have
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referred it to the War Department, to which the subject more prop-

erly pertains.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
James B. Eads, Esq.,

Washington, D. G.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Rodgers, U. S.

Navy, to cooperate with Major-General McClellan, U. S. Army, in

the execution of the Eads plan of blockade.

Navy Department, May 16, 1861.

Sm : You will proceed to Cincinnati, Ohio, or the headquarters of

General McClellan, where [ever] they may be, and report to that officer

in regard to the expediency of establishing a naval armament on the

Mississippi and Ohio rivers, or either of them, with a view of block-

ading or interdicting communication and interchanges with the States
that are in insurrection.

This interior nonintercourse is under the direction and regulation

of the Army, and your movements will therefore be governed in a

great degree by General McClellan, the officer in command, with
whom you will put yourself in immediate communication. He will

give such orders and recjuisitions as the case to him shall seem neces-
sary, you acting in conjunction with and subordinate to him.
Whatever naval armament and crew may be necessary to carry into

effect the objects here indicated, you will call for by proper requi-
sition.

Make your reports to this Department.
I am, respectfully,

Gideon Welles.
Commander John Kodgeks, U. S. Navy,

Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Rodgers, V. S.
Navy, transmitting letter from Hon. W. M. Dunn, of Madison,
Ind.

Navt Department, May W, 1861.
Sir : I herewith enclose for your information a copy of a letter

addressed to the Department, on the 13th instant, by the Hon. W. M.
Dunn, of Madison, Ind., in relation to the facilities in that quarter
for boat building, construction of floating batteries, etc.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles.
Commander John Eodgers, U. S. Navy,

Cincinnati, Ohio.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Naval Constructor Pook, U. S.
Navy, to proceed to special duty at Cairo, III.

Navt Department, May 20, 1861.
Sir: Proceed to Cairo, HI., and on your arrival report to Com-

mander John Kodgefs for special duty under his direction.
Upon the completion of this duty you will return to Washington

and resume your duties at the navy yard.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Naval Constructor S. M. Pook,

Navy Yard, Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Nathan C. Meeker, Esq.,
regarding invention for propelling boats.

*

Navy Department, May 21, 1861.

Sir: The Department has received your letter of the 12th instant
in relation to your invention for propelling boats. If you will sub-
mit your plan to Commander John Rodgers, of the Navy, now at
Cairo, he will examine it.

Very respectfully, Gideon Welles.

Nathan C. Meeker, Esq.,
Dongola, Union County, III.

r Telegram.]

Cincinnati, May 24, 1861.

Time is very precious; has Mr. Poore [Pook?] started?

John Rodgers,
Burnett House.

Hon. G. V. Fox.

Letter from J. K. Moorhead, esq., to the Seci-etary of ^¥ar, objecting
to the conferring of authority upon Captain Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
for the purchase of vessels.

PittsbtJrg, May 27, 1861.

Dear Sir: I was surprised to learn this evening that Captain
John Rodgers, of the Navy Department, is now at Cincinnati buying
and arranging for steamboats, that he has an agent here and is

expected here in a few days himself to purchase several boats.

I am greatly surprised at this for several reasons : First, because the
Navy Department, in my opinion, has no jurisdiction on the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers; and secondly, because an old sea captain, how-
ever well he may understand the sea and seagoing vessels, can, of

course, know nothing of rivers and river steamboats; and thirdly,

because I supposed the Western command had been given to General
McClellan (by the War Department), a very competent man, who
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had made arrangements to secure the best skill amongst our river men
for the purpose of purchasing boats and transporting men and muni-
tions of war.

I learned from Captain Fox, Chief Clerk of the Navy Department,
a few days ago that Captain Kodgers had been sent out here, but I

understood it was for the purpose of arranging about placing cannon
on steamboats. I am now astonished to find that he claims to have
charge of the entire movements on the water.
Excuse me for saying I believe this to be a grand mistake ; that if

not corrected will cost the Government some hundreds of thousands
of dollars, and may jeopardize or greatly injure the efficiency of the
service.

Besides, it is giving to the Navy a jurisdiction that I think clearly
belongs to the Army, and I am proud to be able to add that the public
have much the greater confidence in the latter.

Captain Rodgers was, I presume, appointed upon his own sugges-
tion^ as I could hear of no person having made such a recommenda-
tion.

General McClellan had consulted with Captain Kountz, one of
our best and most efficient river men, and notified him that he would
require his services in this branch, and when about to give him an
order to purchase and prepare boats for transportation, to the chagrin
of both, Captain Rodgers steps in with his commission or authority
from the Navy.
Please give this your early attention, and inform me of the result.

Respectfully, yours,

J. K. MOORHEAD.
Hon. Simon Cameron,

Secretary of War.

Report of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, regarding requirements
for three gunboats.

Cincinnati, Juns 7, 1861.
Sir: Required for service on the Mississippi River in three

gunboats

:

Sixteen cannon, 32-pounders, 57 cwt., 16 gun carriages complete,
with gear for them, gunpowder, shot and shells; 50 rounds service
charges; 50 rounds practice charges; small arms, swords, and pistols
for three vessels ; the united crews being 198 souls.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
,_ ^ ,„ Commander, U. S. Navy.
-Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, regarding the purchase
of three steamers for naval service.

Cincinnati, June 8, 1861.

Sir : I have, after consultation with General McClellan, and aft^r
inspection by Mr. Pook, the naval constructor, brought [bought?]
three steamboats for naval service in these waters.
They were called the 4. 6>. Tyler, the Lexington, and the Cones-

toga. The name of the first of these I will, with your permission,
change to Taylor, a name of better augury than Tyler.
The three are side-wheel, high-pressure boats; their united ton-

nage amounts to 1,167 tons.

They are all sound; the Lexington is a new boat. The price of
these boats was about $97,000 to the builders ; to the Government it

is $62,000.

AH the river boats are so different from war vessels in all their

appliances that considerable.alterations are necessary to fit them for

use. They needed a good deal of strengthening, and because the crew
would be liable to be picked off while passing along the banks of the
river in places where no effectual return could be made to the fire of

an individual, I decided upon putting bulwarks of oak plank 5

inches thick, which I found by experiment a sufficient guard against

small arms.
The boilers and engines can not be defended against cannon shot.

We must take our chances.

The necessary changes and additions will cost about $41,000 more,
making the price of each of the three boats about $34,000, completed.

The principal and longest contract calls for the delivery of these

boats by the 27th of June, under a loss of 10 per cent of the whole con-

tract for every day's delay after that time until delivery.

With such stringent terms I feel assured that the boats will be

ready for us by the 27th instant, and I therefore beg that the requisi-

tions which I enclose may receive immediate attention from the

proper bureaus.

I am confident that the vessels will be able to render useful service,

and I am very anxious to be at my station.

I think it is not desirable to have the crew in town until the vessels

are ready for them.
Provisions may more cheaply be bought here than transported from

the East. I request permission to buy them here.

I request permission to engage the necessary pilots, engineers, and

firemen here.

The management of these engines in the muddy waters of the Mis-

sissippi requires a peculiar experience, which it is cheaper to employ

than to teach.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Navy, re-

questing that recommendations from Army headquarters he earned

out.

War Department, June 11., 1861.

Dear Sir: The enclosed documents are respectfully referred to the

Secretary of the Navy with a request that the recommendations of

the lieutenant-general may be carried out.

It is understood that a commander in the Navy is already on such

duty upon the Ohio and Mississippi. The attention which he has

already given to this subject no doubt has prepared him to act efli-

ciently in this matter. Some of the principal river steamboat con-

structors west should be consulted, as suggested by Mr. LenthaU, in

order to make their experience available. Rifled 42-pounders, from

their long range and accuracy, and the moral effect they produce,

should form a part of the armament of each gunboat. The Ordnance

Department of the Army is now engaged in rifling the 42-pounders

on hand. That Department will be instructed to prepare a sufficient

number to supply each of the sixteen gunboats required \^ the lieu-

tenant-general with not less than two such guns and a sufficient sup-

ply of ammunition.
The other guns it is supposed may be properly supplied by the

Navy, though the War Department will undertake this part of the

work if it be desired.

The Chief of the Ordnance Department will examine these papers,

take copies, and hand the originals to the Secretary of the Navy.
Simon Cameron,

Secretary of War.
Hon. Gideon Weij.es,

Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Rodgers, U. S.

Navy, condemning as without authority from the Department the

purchase of vessels hy him.

Navy Department, June 12, 1861.

Sir : Your letter of the 8th instant, the first that has reached the

Department from you, was received to-day. The requisitions for

gunboats, for which you state you have contracted, are without au-

thority from this Department. You were directed to proceed West
and report to General McClellan, commanding the forces on the
upper Mississippi, and it was distinctly stated in your instructions

that that officer would make the necessary requisitions. The move-
ment in that quarter pertains to the Army and not the Navy. Nor
must the two branches of service become complicated and embarrassed
by separate action or any attempt at a combined movement on the
rivers of the interior. You are, then, subordinate to the general in

command, to aid, advise, and cooperate with him in crossing or navi^

gating the rivers or in arming and equipping the boats required for
the army on the Western waters. Should naval armaments be
wanted for any of the boats, or crews to manage them, you were
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specifically authorized to make requisition for either or both, but
nothing further. The Department can not recognize or sanction
any contract for boats. They are not wanted for naval purposes.
If they are required for the Army, those whose business and duty it

is to procure them will make requisitions on the War Department.
There has been and is great sensitiveness among the boatmen and
others on the Western rivers in relation to the water craft that migKt
be required for the Army, and it was an especial object of the Depart-
ment in framing your instructions to so restrict them as to avoid
jealousy. Repeated applications have been made to the Department
in regard to your movements and powers by Members of Congress
and others, to all of whom unequivocal answers have been given that
you were not authorized by this Department to purchase or build
boats or make contracts. You were promptly telegraphed, imme-
diately on the receipt of your first letter informing of your opera-
tions, this Department can not respond to your requisitions for money
to purchase boats, nor with our limited number of officers can we
spare any such number as are proposed for interior operations.

Boatmen who navigate Western rivers must be selected, and, for the
management of river boats, would doubtless be quite as serviceable

as experienced seamen. The employment of men and their subsist-

ence, together with the necessary engineers, pilots, firemen, etc., for

the army movements, including the steamers, properly belong to the

Army; and whatever you may do as regards them or either of them
will be under the direction of the general in chief and by requisitions

on and at the expense of the War Department. Should not your
services or those of Mr. Pook be required by the War Department,
you will be at liberty to return to this city.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GmEON Welles.
Commander John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,

Cincinnati, Ohio.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary^ of War re-

garding the superintendence of vessels under construction on West-

em waters.

Navy Department, June 12. 1907.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 11th instant, with the accompanymg papers of the lieutenant-

general and others. It will not be within the power of this Depart-

ment, with its reduced force and the large demands upon it, to fur-

nish the officers asked to superintend the building of boats and en-

gines on the Western waters. With due deference, I must state that

it seems to me unnecessary that such superintendents should be naval

officers. This Department does not detail officers of the line to

attend to the construction of ocean steamers, but employs civilians,

engineers, and naval constructors.

As the boats for the Western waters are in many respects different

from ocean steamers in their construction, it would be well to have

them built by Western men, who are educated to the peculiar boat
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required for navigating rivers. We will authorize one of our naval
constructors to advise and assist in so building as to adapt them to

war purposes should you desire it.

I would remark in this connection that I yesterday received a com-
munication from Commander Rodgers, who, after coflsultation with
you, was sent a few weeks since by this Department to Cincinnati to

assist in carrying out the views of the general in command in that
quarter. In this communication Commander Rodgers alludes to the
purchase of boats and certain requisitions connected therewith which
pertain to the War Department rather than this.

The communication of Conmiander Rodgers is submitted for your
perusal, and I return herewith the communication of the lieutenant-

general with the other papers.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

GmEON Welles.
Hon. Simon Cameron,

Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

Navt Department, June 11, 1861.

The movements on the Mississippi are under the direction and con-
trol of the Army. All purchases of boats for army movements must
be made by the War Department. You are not authorized to make
requisitions except for armament and crew.

GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

[Telegram.]

Cincinnati, Ohio, June 12, 1861.
General McClellan has approved the bills for the steamboats. The

written approval of a superior officer makes an act of purchase
his own.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.

John Rodgers,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Hon Cyrus AUrich, dis-
claiming authority for the purchase or construction of vessels.

Navt Department, Jun^ 13, 1861.
I have the honor to inform you, in answer to your letter of the 27th

ultimo, that this Department is not making arrangements for build-
ing or purchasing boats on the Mississippi River.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Hon. Cyrus Aldrich,

Minneapolis, Minn.
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
regarding the supply of ordnance materials for vessels on Western
waters.

Navy Department, Juns 17, 1861.

Sm : The Bureau of Ordnance has been directed to supply you with
such ordnance materials as can be spared for the armament of the
boats which the Army may purchase on the Ohio or Mississippi
rivers and place under your command.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Commander John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,

Washington, D. G.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Rodgers, V. S.
Navy, to proceed to Erie, Pa., to select ordnance material.

Navt Department, Jun^ 18, 1861.

Sir: You will proceed to Erie, Pa., and select such ordnance ma-
terial as you may deem expedient for the service to which you are
assigned.

You will advise the Bureau of the class and number of the guns
selected, together with the quantities taken of other ordnance articles.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Commander John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,

Washington, D. C.

Letter from the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Navy for-

warding requisition for articles for three gunboats under con-

struction.

War Department, July 19, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose a requisition of Commander John
Rodgers, of the U. S. Navy, for articles required for the three gun-
boats in course of construction for army use.

I respectfully call your attention to the endorsement made upon the

requisition by the officer in charge of the Ordnance Bureau of this

Department, and request that you will give the requisite order for the

supply of the articles, inasmuch as they can not be procured from
the arsenals of the Army.

It is of course understood that this Department will pay for the

articles furnished under this requisition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Simon Cameron,
Secretary of War.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Letter from Charles Ellet, esq., to the Secretary of the Navy, warning

him of rumored preparations for attack upon blockading vessels m
the Gulf.

Heights of Georgetown, D. C, June 21, 1861.

Sir : I addressed a communication to you some weeks since, calling

your attention to the value of steam rams as a formidable means of

defending the coasts and harbors of this country agamst a foreign

naval attack. . .i_ . » ii.

Although I failed to obtain your serious attention, or that of either

of your two predecessors in the Department, I think it proper to

say to you that after the publication and distribution of my views

to Congress six years ago, the very plan which I recommended was

adopted, on a gigantic scale, both by the British and French gov-

ernments.
. • XI X T

My purpose in addressing you again on this subject is, that 1 am
induced, by a vague hint in a New Orleans paper, to su^ect that they

have now in preparation on the Mississippi a plan of this sort for

running into and sinking some of the blockading vessels in the Gulf.

I am of the opinion that it would be worth while to put our naval

commanders there on their guard against that particular danger, and

am, sir,

Respectfully, your most obedient,

Charles Ellet,
Civil Engineer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
'Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from E. P. Dorr, esq., to the Secretary of the Navy regarding

the construction of an infernal submarine vessel for operations

against United States vessels in the Gulf.

Chicago, III., June 25, 1861.

Dear Sir: I am a resident of Buffalo, N. Y.; am here stopping
for a few days at Tremont House. Yesterday morning I met a lady
belonging in the New England States, who has been engaged for

past three years in teaching schoolj a little north of New Orleans.

She* left there a few days (six) since and arrived here yesterday
morning. She is a very intelligent, middle-aged woman, full of

patriotism for her country, and thankful for her escape from the
South. She tells me that the rebels in New Orleans are constructing

an infernal submarine vessel to destroy the Brooklyn, or any vessel

blockading the mouth of the Mississippi; from her description, she
is to be used as a projectile with a sharp iron or steel pointed prow
to perforate the bottom of the vessel and then explode. Says it is

being constructed by competent engineers, etc. This is what was
probably meant by the preparation, as published in New Orleans
papers, to sink her beneath the waves, etc.

—

{Brooklyn). She also

reports a formidable floating battery being built at Mobile, to be
mounted with large guns of immense size and range to drive away
or capture the ships, by engaging them at long range, blockading the
harbor of Mobile,
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I put implicit reliance in the correctness of this information. I
have not perhaps followed h«r language precisely, but it is the sub-
stance of it drawn out by me. I having once, for some years, been
a sailor, am a competent judge of the correctness of what she stated,
and while I have no fears of either succeeding, I deemed it my duty
to convey the information to you ;

" forewarned, forearmed."
Mr. Julius White, of this city, the collector of Chicago port, lives

10 miles from here. He will call upon this woman this evening at
my request, as she is stopping at his place, and he will write the hon-
orable Secretary Treasury to-morrow to hand to you any more facts
he may get. I am known to several of the Army and Navy officers

now in Wa,shingt(Hi, Captain Woodruff, topographical engineer,
and others, if you wish a reference.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. P. Dorr,
Buffalo, N. Y.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the U. S. Naoy, Washington, D. G.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding general matters
in and about Louisville, Ky. .

Louisville, July 21, 1861.

Dear Sir: Your letter of yesterday I received this morning. In
writing to you a few days since I took occasion to stigmatize tlie re-

ports of two pilots, a Mr. Hiner and another, concerning the depth of
water on the shoals below this point, as utterly false and conceived
in the hope to further personal interests and those of the pilot associa-

tion. The reports of the water on the Portland bar, got up in Cin-
cinnati, are just as false and in the same spirit as those of Mr. Hiner,
who told me there were 4J feet on the Pta-tland bar, and when it was
examined, a few hours after, not 3^ feet could be found. I stated to

you in a former letter that I was having it examined daily. I have
continued this, and have myself been on it, and had the pilot there in

a gig to examine all parts of it, and we have not yet found 4 feet.

Mr. Sebastian ranks high as a pilot, and is quite as honest as anyone
among them. In some manner the pilot association is determined
to carry its ends and force its terms upon you. If the river should
rise so as to offer a chance of getting the vessels to CairOj I can take
them there with the force on board and without more pilots, and I

should infinitely prefer to do it rather than see the pilot association

succeed in its plans. Let us do this and they will come down in their

notions of the value of their services, which are preposterous. The
two Sebastians and the masters—Drible [Duble?] himself being quite

capable—will suffice, if need be, to work the boats out as well as the

association pilots could. You know there are two classes of pilots

—

associationists and outside men. I will now have a regular table kept
of the soundings. I was on the bar the other day in the ferryboat,

a flat-bottomed craft, and we had difficulty in getting to New Albany.

N W R—VOL 22 19



290 NAVAL FOECES ON WESTERN WATERS.

I have opened a rendezvous at the canal locks, which is a point

intermediate between this place and Portland. Is it not possible to

have a small fund for recruiting service, say, $1 per man enlisted?

With such a fund runners could be employed here to great advantage.

There are some men about the port, where the boats are, who are ship-

ping though the doctor finds it necessary to reject a large portion

as unsound. If the supply there should disappear and the boats still

be kept where they are by low water, I will move the office to the river-

side here.

Eeceiving no arms from Cincinnati, and hearing nothing of them,

I went over to General Rousseau, at Camp Holt, and borrowed 30

stand from him, with 500 rounds of cartridges. There are 10 on

board each boat. You have not replied about the marine guard, so

I have engaged a sergeant for the Conestoga, who is enlisting 14

men and 1 corporal to make a guard for that vessel. He is a well-look-

ing man, and expects to get his men from his own company in New
Albany, and have them ready by Tuesday next. Many of the old

firemen I have had to discharge on the surgeon's examination, and
most of the enlistments here are to fill up their places in the fire de-

partment, those being most sought for. Shall I take your silence for

consent and swear in Mr. Herrtifree [Hartupee?], of New Albany,
as second engineer of the Tyler, which will complete the number in

all the vessels? He is highly spoken of.

There is no paint for the boats. The Lexington exhausted the

supply put on board by contractors. It would be well to paint them
inside now.
The carpenters have left the Lexington and Gonestoga. There is

but one ladder to get on deck in the Lexington and that one on the

forecastle. The Gonestoga has two, a hatch having been made to

get on deck from the cabin, and the other ladder (sul of poplar) is

also on the forecastle. There are no other ways of getting on deck,
and no way provided for getting into the lookout house aft. The
ladders to get into the pilot houses are simply perpendicular round
ladders (not step ones), leading to very small holes, through which
only an active man can enter. The middle carline and two short ones
in the Gonestoga are not supported, except by temporary posts, which
must come down, being in the way of the guns, and were not intended
to be permanent. If knocked out, the pilot house, bell, and all, would
come down. This is certainly a carpenter's job. One of the carlines
over the engines is broken about the middle and the half is gone.
None has been put in to replace it, and the one on the other side is

not secured in any way, and the same with the middle one in the
cabin, the end being shored up by a temporary piece of scantling, as
are those under pilot house. The contract calls for two staterooms
and a cabin, two mess rooms with cupboards, and ten stateroom^ for
officers. There are two mess rooms 8 by 10 feet, some smaller, and
eight staterooms in all on each vessel^ instead of the twelve called for.

The gun room aft must serve as cabin. 1 wanted some pantries and
closets fixed on board the Gonestoga, in lieu of the other rooms, for
which there is not space, a fact the constructor should have ascer-
tained before he planned their arrangements and made contract, but
the carpenters went off without doing the work. We have a right to
insist on it, and I am confident the contractor can not pretend to dis-
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pute the justice. The roundhouse for the captain they have put in
simply won't answer at all, as you will see in a moment. Nothing
but a regular bowl, with valve, tank, and water-pipe will do in that
part of the vessel, instead of which a zinc pipe leads from the seat
to outside, at an angle of 45°, all the way of the same size and about
8 or 10 inches in diameter, the seat narrow and inclined. The joiner-

work is exceedingly rough; the staterooms, two berths in each, are
6 feet square.

The vessels are in charge of masters, Mr. Hurd having gone down
to take charge of the Lexington. I relieved Captain Coiner on the
19th and Captain Williamson to-day.

I find that people have an idea that there is a chance for con-
tract—upon which our country has gone mad and about which it is

worse than dishonest—to get the vessels over the bars; anyone of
these river men is ready to enter into contract to do it, even if there
is not a particle of chance to succeed, knowing well that it is an easy
matter to get relief from Congress to two or three times the amoimt
of their outlay whether successful or not, as the Government is

liberal and only needs the show of having undertaken to serve it for

a good basis to recover largely. Get the contract, make a show of
carrying it out, and a speculation follows of course. I have been
asked if the Government would contract to get them out by parties

here and in Portland, but I answer no, because satisfied that it would
result in scattering the vessels along the bars below here, at out-of-

the-way places, and exposed ones. There is but 30 inches water
at Scufflietown and 3 feet at Flint Island, the channel narrow and
crooked, and the chance of getting a vessel through, at this time,

mounted on barges and raised 2 feet is excedingly small, in fact, not
possible. At French Island there are 4 feet now. I make it my
business to gather all the information I can about the river below,

and I am satisfied the steamers can not now be floated out in any
manner, and such is the opinion of men here who have been a long
while on the river, but are now doing business elsewhere. The height

of water should afford 4 feet out of the river, and if the river does not

fall while the channels are improving, we may hope for that depth
before long. The rise here in the past ten days has amounted to

nearly 5 inches. Day before yesterday the water was exactly at the

point it was when I first came here.

Captain Lockhart, superintendent of the canal, and an out and out

Union man, advanced the money to pay for the calking of the

Conestoga, at Captain Williamson's instance, before I came down.
It is entered in the bills of that vessel, and I ask your attention to it.

He, however, has not spoken of it to me. By the way, he tells me he
has a coal mine nearly down to Cairo, and would like to furnish coal

for the service, which can be done economically and readily from
the mine. 1 advised him to write to you, as I had nothing to do with
it, and knew nothing of it. I will mention, however, that he has
been an active Union man, has spent his money fueely in getting

arms and ammunition for Union people, and called upon the home
guards to have a special eye to the safety of the gunboats, and, I

believe, has in considerable degree been the cause of their being
entirely unmolested and our people safe from insult in that secession

hole, Portland. As soon as the election is over, the first Monday in
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August, this State will side with Government and then Ave may
expect a pretty row all over its territory.

Yours, respectfully, etc.,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Commander John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

The officers have not a cent of money to send to market and start

their messes. What shall be done ? Most have a month due them.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Quartermaster-General,
V. S. Army, returning drawings and specifications for new gun-
boats.

Navy Department, July 22, 1861.

I herewith return the drawings and specifications for gunboats on
the Mississippi. They were submitted, as requested, to Engineer in

Chief Isherwood, a copy of whose report is enclosed. The Depart-
ment will be glad to give any other information in its power that you
may desire'on the subject.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles.
General M. C. Meigs,

Quartermaster-General, V. S. Army.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Naoy, regarding general 'matters
in the Ohio River.

Louisville, July 25, 1861.

Dear Sir: The Portland bar improves, and I have hopes of get-
ting the boats over soon. They are all together at Shippingport. I
yesterday discharged a number of hands, giving passes to Cincinnati,
to be charged to Government, as the men came from there in the
boats.

I again call your attention to the deck I wrote about for the Cones-
toga. If built of inch pine, covered with canvas and proper carline
stuff, bulwarks of 3-inch oak plank, it can be done for $266 by con-
tract. The man who wants to enter as carpenter, when I know what
pay is to be allowed, tells me he could not do it for much if any less
if he were to undertake it, hiring men by the day.
When the paint comes, I will at once set the men at work.
The more I examine the work on the Conestoga the more disgrace-

ful patching it appears to be. The Lexington is best done, but none
well, and the joinerwork all round is more like the work of Irish
laborers than of mechanics.
The boat davits are not up and no attempt made to put them up

;

the same of the iron ties and bars over the boilers. In the Tyler you
can not get from aft forward without walldng over the boilers. No
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attempt has been made to deck over for a gangway. The contract calls
for swinging booms. None is provided. Ladders can be arranged
over the side abaft the wheel to ascend to the upper deck, and one
forward to pass in by a vacant porthole. It will not be easy to cut a
gangway now.
The latest news from below, now three days old, gives 3 feet water

to Henderson, the bars having from 3 to 3^ feet. When you are dis-
posed to try floating the boats out—a thing I do not believe to be
practicable—I trust you will order me to undertake it. If a contract-
or can do it I can. We can get the boats to Cairo, if water comes,
witl*the pilots we have, and there will be no necessity for giving
in to those scoundrels of the association. My opinion of river men
entirely coincides with yours. I will not believe any only in so
far as my judgment can establish as fact outside testimony and cir-

cumstances. I am not pleased with the river men material. We
ought to have some few old men-of-war-men. I am persuaded, too,
that you will find it necessary to get authority to issue navy rations
and have navy regulations in regard to commutation, etc. It will be
the only way to save annoyances and losses to us. The army is not
fit for shipboard and won't do at all. I see "that we are expected to
be responsible for provisions and supplies furnished—a feature I do
not at all like. I wrote you about my account, or rather about the
diflBculty met with in regard to pay, not having orders to show for
anything beyond special duty, while, in fact, I am in a measure jjer-

forming all manner of duties and have the river ones in as large a
sense as those on shore and more so as far as respects responsibility. I
want the question of position settled. If I am to be a lieutenant, com-
manding, well and good ; and if not, now is the time to know it, when
I shall take a positive stand on the subject with the Department.

Clothes and hammocks would encourage enlistment, and I think
the officers should receive some pay to enable them to market to
advantage. They have no money among them. I have had the fire-

men and coal passers full several times, but discovered hernias, etc.,

turns many off.

A gentleman of New Albany, who will offer bids for building boats,

suggests that the wheel should be divided into two, so that one can
back while the otli^r goes ahead. A beam should pass between for
the shaft ends to rest on. In this a boat can turn quickly on her heel,

but with one wheel, as I have frequently seen, they are almost unman-
ageable—can't be turned. This is important. Two wheels, in the

way proposed, are used on the river; besides, if one engine is injured

the other can go on while the one is repaired, with its one wheel.

The one wheel, amidship or astern, is very objectionable in a war
vessel, because the boat is so unmanageable, especially in a river.

While a side-wheel turns readily, your stern wheel must put her stern

on the back and take advantage of the current to help. I have
promised to furnish the New Albany builder—a regular seagoing
shipbuilder—the engine specifications as soon as I can get them. He
will offer for both hulls and engines, having an extensive machine
shop. Shall I swear in carpenters for each of the boats and enlist

mates for them also? I suppose each boat should have two carpen-

ters. If you will let me know when the boats are received from the

contractors I can usefully employ our own carpenters and people.
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Till then I can not, but I must put in my protests against some of the

work done, and especially on the Coneatoga, which is the worst.

I have plenty or arras borrowed, and a supply of ammunition.

Yours, respectfully and truly,

S. Ledyard Phelps.

Commander John Rogers, U. S. Navy,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Order of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, to Ordnance Master

Bishop, U. S. Navy, regarding the shipping of muskets. *

Cincinnati, Ohio, July 25, 1861.

SiH : Proceed to No. 22 Broadway, where you will find eight boxes

of muskets turned over to me by Captain Kingsbury.

Have them marked as follows : Three boxes, Joshua Bishop, mas-

ter, U. S. Naw, and five boxes, Lieutenant S. L. Phelps, U. S. Navy,

New Albany, Ind., by way of Mitchell, Ind., on Ohio and Mississippi

Railroad and New Albany and Salem Railroad.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Master Joshita Bishop, U. S. Navy.

Report of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, requesting sea pay for

officers on the Western waters.

Cincinnati, July 26, 1861.

Sir : The Fourth Auditor has decided that the officers attached to

the gunboats on the Western rivers are not entitled to sea service,

through express wording of the law, approved June 1, 1860, section

3, which enacts " that hereafter, no service shall be regarded as sea

service but such as shall be performed at sea, under the orders of a

department, and in vessels employed by authority of law."
The officers of the steamers passing up and down the Potomac are

allowed sea service. The officers of the steanftr Michigan on the
lake, perform technical sea service. Officers in seagoing vessels are

allowed sea service, even though in port ; officers of Coast-Survey ves-

sels on rivers and bays receive sea service. Technical sea service at-

taches by precedent and present practice to river service, such as the

Secretary decides to be entitled to it. You, sir, decided this, if you
recollect, when in your office you told me, in answer to an enquiry,
that we should be allowed sea service. We are under a diepartment
and employed under authority of law, as contradistinguished from
private or corporate enterprise. All three of the conditions necessary
to sea service, therefore, seem to be met. I respectfully request that
the Fourth Auditor be instructed as to the construction of the law for
sea service applicable to our case.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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[ Telegram. ]

Navy Department, July 27, 1861.

General Fremont is the successor of General McClellan. Eeport
to him.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander John Rodoers, U. S. Navy,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Letter from Lieutenant Wise, V. S. Navy, to Hon. Frank P. Blair,
regarding the placing of an order with Knap, Rudd & Co. for
ordnance.

Washington, August 1, 1861.

Dear Sir: In compliance with your request, I have placed in the
hands of Mr. Charles Knap, of the firm of Knap, Eudd & Co., Fort
Pitt Foundry, Pittsburg, the order of the Secretary of War to furnish
Major-General John C. Fremont, U. S. Army, with 16 navy shell guns
of IX-inch bore and 30 Xlll-inch mortars of army pattern, together
•viiXh shells for the same, all to be forwarded with the utmost dispatch
to St. Louis, Mo.
Mr. Kjiap has accepted the order in a communication of this date

addressed to the Secretary of War, in which he states the following
terms, viz

:

1. That the navy guns will be charged at the original price for
which the contract was made, to wit, 7J cents per pound, "each gun
weighing about 9,000 pounds.

2. The mortars to be charged at the army contract price of 6^ cents
per pound, each piece weighing about 17,500 pounds.

3. The shells at the navy contract price of 4^ cents per pound ; the
IX-inch weighing about 71 pounds and those for mortars 200 pounds.
Mr. Knap further agrees to subject the mortars, guns, and shells to

whatever examination or proof imder navy or army conditions that
the ordnance authorities may choose to direct.

I here desire to remark, in reference to the navy shell guns, that the
guns now in possession of the Fort Pitt founders were rejected some
few years ago by the Navy as part of a lot which were found to have
been cast with defective trunnions. Some of the navy ordnance
officers who were charged specially with the duty of inspecting these

16 pieces reported favorably on them and recommended their accept-

ance, all of which appears on the record of the Bureau of Ordnance.
In a conversation, however^ which I tad this morning with Captain
Dahlgren, from whose designs the guns were made, he told me he
would not trust the gups beyond 300 rounds per gun.

I would take this occasion to suggest that an order be issued from
the War Department to direct the shells for both mortars and guns to

be fitted at or by the authorities of the Allegheny Arsenal.

With reference to the carriages for the navy guns, they will depend
very much upon the positions the guns are to be mounted. If in bat-

tery on board of vessels they will require elevating screws and draw-
ings of carriages, which I presume would be supplied by requisition

on the Navy Department. I would finally remark that the probable
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allowance of shells for both guns and mortars should be 100 shells

per piece. Knap, Rudd & Co. promise to forward the guns at once

and to turn the mortars out at the rate of four per week.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance, U. S. Navy.

The Hon. Frank [P.] Blair,
House of Rejn^sentatives.

Order of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, to Master Bishop, TJ. S.

Navy, to open a rendezvous and recruiting office at St. Louts, Mo.

Cincinnati, August 5, 1861.

Sir: You will proceed to St. Louis by way of Louisville, whither
you will carry a detachment of men shipped here.

Upon arriving at St. Louis you will open a rendezvous for enlist-

ing men for the gunboat service ; of whom you will enlist 100.

Inform me by letter of the probable success, and of the average
number you receive per day.
You will hire a small steamboat at a cost of about $15 per day -or

less, as a rendezvous for the men.
You will also rent a small recruiting office. An assistant surgeon

will be furnished you for examination of the men.
Call upon the highest military authority in St. Louis and show

him these orders ; request his cooperation as far as may b§ needed.
Call upon the quartermaster, find whether he will pay bills, and

learn what steps are necessary to enable him to do so.

Call upon the commissary also; and ascertain whether he will

issue rations for the men whom you enlist ; if not, procure food for
them if possible at Government prices, from the Government con-
tractors.

Call upon the collector of customs, or in his absence upon his
deputy, who will render you valuable assistance.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, etc.,

John Rodgers,
Gom,mander, V. S. Navy.

Master Joshua Bishop, U. S. Navy.

Order of Commander Rodgers, TJ. S. Navy, to Master Bishop, U. S.
Navy, to proceed to Louisville with a detachment of men.

Cincinnati, Ohio, August 6, 1861
Sir: You will proceed to Louisville, Ky., with a detachment of

men for the gunboats, on board the steamer Major Anderson, and
deliver the men to Lieutenant S. L. Phelps, U. S. Navy; afterwards
proceed to St. Louis.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers.
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Joshua Bishop,
Master, TJ. S. Navy.
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Letter from, Major-General Fremont, U. S. Army, to Hon. Montgom-
ery Blair, regarding measures for establishing quickly a strong
military organization.

Headquarters Western Department,
St. Louis, August 9, 1861.

My Dear Me. Blair : The greater part of the old troops, espe-
cially the foreign element, is going out of service. The new levies

are literally the rawest ever got together. They are reported by the
officers to be entirely unacquainted with the rudiments of military
exercise. To bring them before the enemy in their present condition
would be to have only an unmanageable mob. I can remedy this if

I can be authorized by the President and Secretary of War to collect

throughout the States instructed men who have seen service. With
them I could make a skeleton—meager enough, but still a frame-
Avork—on which to form the Army. This authority ought to be
allowed, and the cost of transportation. Don't lose time, but get it

quick. I assure you it will require all we can do, and to do it in the
best manner, to meet the enemy.

I ought to be supplied here with four or five millions of dollars,

and the disbursing officers allowed to sell them at the ruling discount.

All such equipments as I can procure abroad in much less time than I

could get them here I ought to be allowed to send for.

These are my suggestions. They are valuable. Pray act upon
them, and what you do, do quick. It would subserve the public
interest if Commander John Rodgers were removed and an officer

directed to report to me to have command of the operations on the

Mississippi. Show this to President.

The contest in the Mississippi Valley will be a severe one. We
had best meet it in the face at once, and by so doing we can rout them.
Who now serves the country quickly serves her twice.

Yours, truly,

J. C. Fremont.
Hon. Montgomery Blair,

Washington.

Report of Commander Rodgers, V. S. Navy, regarding the arrival of
the gunboats at Cairo, III., and the appointment of officers to man
them.

Cincinnati, August 9, 1861.

Snt : The gunboats detained by shoal water at Louisville have at

last met the expected rise and have gone down. the river, in which
water enough is reported to float them safely to Cairo.

The detention was an accident incident to the nature of navigation.
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I have appointed officers to the boats, taking the naval service as a

basis, as follows:
Salaries,

per month.
One first master $100
One second master, as watch officer 80
One third master 60
Two pilots 150
One assistant surgeon 100

One acting paymaster ^ 100
One chief engineer 100

Three assistant engineers 75
One strilier 25
One armorer 30
One carpenter 30

The masters are divided in three classes : The first have been cap-
tains and the others mates. They have all high reputations for skill,

efficiency, and morality, commanding generally by private steamboat
owners $150 to $200 per month. Mates also received from $60 to $120
per month.
The pilots are highly recommended.
The assistant surgeons are recommended by the medical faculty

of the city. They nave all enjoyed unusual facilities for acquir-
ing knowledge in their professions by serving in hospitals for long
periods.

The engineers were carefully selected.

AVith these appointments the gunboats are capable of a high degree
of efficiency, and with them I hope to do good service.

I have been forced by the rates of wages for pilots on the Southern
rivers to exceed the rates in the East. The pilots here claim and
receive from private parties $250 per month. This is the rate fixed
by themselves before the war and made obligatory upon them by an
association, of which the great majority are members, called the
Pilots' Association.

It was only with great difficulty, delay, and reluctance that they
consented to take the less wages which I offered.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Endorsement.]

This whole subject belongs to the AVar Department.

Report of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, transmitting requisition
for ordnance, armament, equipment, and stores for gunboats under
construction.

Cincinnati, August 10, 1861.
Sir: I have the honor herewith to enclose requisition for arma-

ment, ordnance, equipment, and stores for the seven gunboats now in
progress of construction at St. Louis, Mo.
The contractor is engaged under heavy penalty to deliver these

boats at Cairo, 111., by the 10th of October.
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It seems of national importance to have the ordnance ready for
them at that place when the boats are delivered.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Eodgers,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

[Hon.] GnjEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Joseph J. Davis, esq., stat-
ing that operations on the Western waters are under direction of
the War Department.

Navy Department, August 12, 186J.

Your letter of the 7th instant has been received. The gunboats
on the Mississippi and Western rivers are under the control and direc-
tion of the War Department, with which the Navy has no connection
either in building or fitting up of boats or officering them. I am
under obligations for the information from New Orleans.

Eespectfully,

Gideon Welles.
Joseph J. Davis,

Cincinnati, Ohio.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, announcing
the arrival at Cairo of the three gunboats Tyler, Lexington, and
Conestoga.

U. S. Gunboat,
Cairo, August 16, 1861.

Sir: The three gunboats Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga, imder
my command, arrived here on the afternoon of the 12th instant, hav-
ing been nearly a week getting down over the bars and shoals from
New Albany. The commanding officer at Cairo was very anxious that
the gunboats should make a demonstration down the river toward
New Madrid, and also be prepared to assist in the defense of Cairo.

I put all the men on board two of the boats, thus partially manning
their guns, got ammunition from the fort and fitted out as well as I

could, and first examined the Mississippi above and below Bird's

Point, with a view to its defense. On the. 15th I proceeded down the
river to New Madrid, meeting with no enemy or batteries and without
demonstration against us from any of the towns. Below Hicliman
I gave chase to two steamers in the service of the rebels, but they
were able to reach New Madrid before I could bring them to, and I

did not think it advisable to risk encountering batteries at that point

with the condition of the gunboats, and therefore turned back, reach-

ing Cairo the next day. There was no appearance of a movement of

troops anywhere along the river.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. Ledyard Phelps,
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Commander John Eodgers, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Flotilla, Western Rivers.
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Report of Lieutenant Stemhel, U. S. Navy, regarding expedition of

reconnoissance to Cape Girard^av, on Mississippi River.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington, August 16, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to report that receiving instructions from
Colonel Oglesby, the colonel in command at this port, to take Colonel

Waagner, of the artillery corps, on board and make a reconnoissance

of the Mississippi Eiver as far up as Cape Girardeau, Mo., and also

to enable the colonel to make a personal observation of the fortifica-

tions in course of erection at Cape Girardeau, and also Bird's Point
upon our return, at 1 o'clock p. m. we got underway and arriving

within about 3 miles from Commerce, Mo., were hailed by a number
of families on the opposite shore from the town, who gave us informa-
tioh that the citizens were all deserting their homes on account of

about 800 rebel forces then on their way to sack, piUage, and bum
their town, a very pretty village, containing about 500 inhabitants. We
landed at the town at 6 p. m. and found the excitement intense ; citi-

zens willing to forsake everything for the purpose of getting away
for personal safety; and by the entreaties of the alarmed populace,
took on board a large number of men, women, and children, together
with quite an amount of merchandise and household goods, and
landed them at Cape Girardeau. We lay at the Cape until about 5

a. m. of the 17th instant. Starting down, we landed again at Com-
merce and found it almost entirely deserted. We learned from
those left that the troops, hearing two of our guns, which we fired
in the afternoon, practicing men at the guns (one of which was a
34-pounder canister shot and the other a 64-pounder shell of 5) had
fled and retreated as far back as Benton, 8 miles back from the river.
By instructions from Colonel Waagner, the engineers removed from

a steam flouring mill in the town one piston rod, cylinder head, etc.,

the engineer's report of which I herewith have the honor to enclose.
Colonel Waagner was under the impression it might become the
means of giving great aid and comfort to the rebels if left perfect.
At 2 p. m. we left, arriving at Bird's Point at 4 o'clock p. m., and at
Cairo 6 p. m., after a safe and, I hope, satisfactory and successful tripi.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. N. Stembel,

Lieutenant, Commanding Gunboat Lexingtcm.

Commander John Rodgeks,
Commanding Mississippi Gunboat Flotilla.

Report of Commander Rodgers, V. S. Navy, regarding expedition to
Commerce, Mo., and appeals of inhabitants for protection.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington, August 18, 1861.
Sir : I have the honor to report for your information : I got under-

way about 9 o'clock last night, ran up the Mississippi River, and
anchored opposite Smith's Point, agreeably to the request of Colonel
Waagner.
In the morning, at daylight, we got underway and went up to the

town of Commerce, Mo., where we found the people in a great state
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of excitement and terror from apprehension of violence from the
rebels, whom they report to be in force from about 800 to 1,000 ; they
report these superior forces as armed mainly with shotgun^, rifles, and
some few have muskets ; many of these troops are reported to be very
young boys, from 12 to 14 years of age.

The inhabitants of Commerce have mostly fled to Santa Fe, in Illi-

nois, a village opposite. They are full of stories of wanton and cruel
destruction of property of Union men, killing stock, stealing horses,
burning cornfields, destroying household property, robbing women
and children of their wearing apparel, and carrying off young girls
to their camp.
The inhabitants of Commerce are earnest in their appeals that some

force may be sent to protect them.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Colonel Oglesby,
Commanding Forces at Cairo, III.

Order of Commander Rodgers, TJ . S. Navy, to Master Bishop, U. S.
Navy, regarding enlistments.

Cairo, III., August 19, 1861.

Sir: In relation to your diflSculty in shipping men, I am scarcely

capable, at this di^ance, from accurate information, to answer you
satisfactorily. I hope, however, the directions may prove so. Call
upon the quartermaster for such military authority as he may desig-

nate, ascertain whether your order for the bounty will be in rule and
be paid by him, or by the authorities to whom he may refer you. If

he will pay the $30 bounty, promise it ; if he will not pay, you can
not promise.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Master Joshua Bishop, U. S. Navy.

[Endorsement.]

September 1, 1861.

A verbal order was received from Commander Rodgers to break

up the rendezvous and proceed to Cairo, 111. ; also a verbal order

given to join the A. 0. Tyler as executive officer. Took passage down
the Mississippi River in steamer Belle Memphis, in company with
Brigadier-General U. S. Grant and his senior aid-de-camp. Captain
William S. Hillyer; joined the A. 0. Tyler on the 5th September and
on the evening of that day took on board ordnance stores, and the

next morning was with the force which invaded the neutral State

of Kentucky at Paducah.
On the 20th proceeded down the river to Columbus, Ky., where we

were first under fire in reconnoitering that stronghold ; were several

times under fire from the batteries at this point. I was in the battle
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of Belmont as executive officer of the Tyler, and on the reembarka-
tion of the forces under Brigadier-General Grant, fired the first gun
across the bow of the steamer Belle Memphis, then General Grant s

headquarters, when the enemy attacked the boat in force, and in cov-

ering the reembarkation inflicted severe chastisement on the enemy,
who had appeared in strong force in the cornfield opposite the boats.

Joshua Bishop.

Report of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, regarding general

matters, including an expedition to investigate condition of affairs

at Commerce, Mo.
U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

Off Commerce, Mo., August 22, 1861.

Sib : The gunboats arrived at Cairo, 111., safely on the afternoon of

the 12th instant, under charge of Lieutenant Phelps. Lieutenant
Stembel was, until their arrival, occupied in enlisting a crew, and
I, myself, was detained with duties incident to their conversion and
outfit. They were kept at New Albany, Ind., by the low stage of

water in the river, and arrived at Cairo as soon asthey had water to

float them, one of them being dragged by the united power of the
three over a bar having a foot less water than the draft of the deep-
est of them. We have enlisted about half the men needed for the
aggregate crew of the three. Since, then, however, we have not been
idle, as the accompanying reports will show.

I have organized the personnel of the service, given appointments
to the necessary officers, and procured much of the materiel needed
for immediate service by purchase, having from the necessity of the
case gone before the tardy arrival of the means necessary to our
active service. We have received no powder. I bought a small
quantity and a few shot which were requisite to the safe passage of
the vessels past Paducah, Ky., where the secessionists had threatened
to take them if they came unarmed. Gun tackles were wanted ; such
blocks as we could procure had to be purchased ; no proper breeching
could be procured ; a grass hawser was cut up and made to serve the
purpose. The arrangements of the magazine are far from complete.
One of the vessels leaks quite badly from having been ashore and
dragged over shoals. We hope soon, however, to oe in quite a good
state of efficiency. The Western river men I find willing and tract-
able, and I presume they will readily make good artillerists. Now,
however, they know far less of their duties than I hope we shall be
able to teach them. In the meanwhile we shall continue to cruise in
the river and render, we hope, useful service until the arrival of
proper materiel would enable us to venture more than would now be
proper to undertake.
With no passing boxes, the cartridges are passed in men's hats;

with no magazine screens, there is necessarily an opening on the gun
deck to the magazine more exposed in a vessel drawing only 4|
feet of water to the fire of our own battery than desirable for so
inflammatory a material. Those boats now m progress of construc-
tion at St. Louis, Mo., are so iron-plated and so arranged in plan
as to render them, I hope, valuable adjuncts, when finished, to an
attack upon any battery, and we look forward with some interest
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to the time when we shall test their efficiency. In the gunboats now
in service here, nothing more was attempted than to render them
bullet-proof. This has been accomplished.
On the 20th instant we proposed making an excursion down the

river to near New Madrid, where General Pillow is said to be in
force, but in consequence of a report that the rebels, with a force of
1,000 men, had taken possession of Commerce, and had erected a
battery there, I determmed to dislodge them. We arrived here and
found that upon our coming in sight they had left the town with a
train of about 50 wagons, principally laden with corn, of which, it

is said, they took away 45 loads from a mill in the town. The rebels
here committed a great deal of wanton destruction to property
breaking furniture, carrying off and tearing up women and children's
clothes. Yesterday afternoon, about 6 oxlock, a number of them
came upon a hill in the vicinity and opened a fire of small arms
upon the vessel. A couple of shells dislodged them, and all again
became quiet. We sent ashore ^nd took off a few women and
children who remained in Commerce, the men having already taken
refuge on the opposite shore.

I return to Cairo with reluctance, and think I shall immediately
dispatch a vessel to lie off the place. The position has possibly
little strategic importance, but it is menaced by the enemy ; it is the
property of our friends, and it commands the river. A good road,
it is said, leads to it, from the interior. A couple of cannon would
compel an unarmed steamer to surrender, whereby public property
in progress of transportation might be lost or any soldiers embarked
made prisoners.

It is said rebels threaten, when this gunboat shall retire, to make
an incursion into Illinois. I think they will scarcely venture to

attempt it.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 3'our obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Commander^ U. S. Navy.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from, (Jommander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, to Major-General
Fremont, U. S. Army, advising that a gunboat he ordered to remain

of Commerce, Mo.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

Of Commerce, Mo., August 22, 1861.

General: The town of Commerce, day before yesterday, was in the

hands of about six hundred rebels, who carried out of a mill there

about forty-five loads of corn. At the approach of the gunboats they

retired.

They amused themselves this evening by opening a brisk fire with
small arms upon this vessel from the hnls overlooking Commerce. A
couple of well-directed shells sent them away.

I do not see that any important military object would be gained by
holding possession of the town, further than embarrassing the navi-
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agation of the river
;
yet the people are our friends and their property

entitled to protection. The houses would afford good shelter to the

rebels ; and the gardens, orchards, and animals give them food.

The rebels threaten to cross into Illinois when we go away. A
gunboat lying off the town would, I think, prevent any or these incon-

veniences. I prefer, therefore, to keep a boat generally here.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Sodqess,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

General J. C. Fremont, U. S. Army,
Major-General, Comdg. Dept. of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from Commander Stembel, U. S. Navy, to C-olonel Oglesby,

V. S. Arvny, regarding the seizure of the steamer W. B. Terry, at

Paducah, Ky.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington,
Cairo, August 22, 1861.

Colonel : Agreeably to your verbal order, communicated to me at

midnight of the 21st instant, I got underway and proceeded to Padu-
cah, Ky., where I arrived at 7 :03 a. m. The gentleman you placed on
board to designate the steamer employed in rebel trade and carrying
their flag pointed out the W. B. Terry as being the vessel thus ille-

gallj' engaged. I ran alongside of her, cut her out, made her fast to

the Lexington, and immediately returned to this anchorage and
placed her in your possession. I was not opposed in the performance
of this duty by either citizens of Paducah or the officers and crew of
the Ten'y, for the latter, evidently suspecting my object, left the
boat hastily with such articles of clothing as were at hand. I was
therefore unsuccessful in capturing any of them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. N. Stembel,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Colonel Oglesby,
Commander Military Post, Cairo, III.

Order of the Secretary of the Naoy to Commander Rodgers, V. S.
Navy, regarding securing of men for boats on the Western waters.

Navy Department, August .23, 1861.

Sir : Your request for inen for the boats on the "Western waters has
been duly considered, but it will be impossible for the Department to
grant it. Already there are rendezvous opened upon the lakes for
the purpose of supplying the demand in the Atlantic- cities, from
which a very excellent class of men is obtained. You will, therefore,
have to obtain your men from the West.

Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles.
Commander John Rodgees, U. S. Navy,

Cincinnati, Ohio.
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[Telegram.]
.

Navy Depabtment, August 23, 1861.
Sir: Proceed to Washington, D. C, and report in person at the

Department.
I am respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. V. Fox,
„ .

Assistant Secretarv.
Captam A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,

Navy Yard, New York.

Navy Department.
Reported August 26, 1861.

G. V. Fox.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War trans-
mitting letter on the subject of requisitions of Commander Rodgers,
V. S. Navy.

Navy Department, August ^4, 1S61.

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter received from
Captain Harwood, Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrog-
raphy, in relation to the requisition of Commodore Rodgers, and
respectfully refer it to your consideration.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Hon. Simon Cameron,

Secretary of War.

[ Telegram. ]

New York, August 24, 1861.

Telegram but just received. I will, agreeably to orders, go to
Washington Sunday night ready for any duty.

A. H. FooTE.
Hon. Gideon 'Welles.

Letter from Commander Rodgers, TJ. 8. Navy, to Major-General
Fremont, U. S. Army, advising the fortifying of Commerce, Mo.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

Off Cairo, August 24, 1861.

General: The boat was hailed this morning from Commerce,
which is entirely deserted, by a man on shore. Upon sending a boat
he proved to be Mr. Jefferson Adams, who lives half a mile from
Commerce, on the New Madrid road. He stated that a colonel and
lieutenant-colonel of the rebel Army were at his house last night.

They made enquiries about the gunboat, and said it was intended to

N W R—VOL 22 20
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fortify the place as soon as the boats should leave. Hills command-
ing the town and the river offer a good site for a fortification. If they
have the means of arming the fortifications too strong for the gun-
boats to dislodge them, it will effectually impede navigation. A small

work containing half a regiment would be ample. Then, with the
garrisons of Cairo, [Cape] Girardeau, and the gunboats, and the
command of the river, any succor needed can be promptly brought.
A small hexagon earthwork, according to Vauban, suggests itself

as worthy of consideration, should you decide upon fortifying.

The gunboats and a detachment of 100 troops can protect the survey
necessary to selecting the site and plan.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Major-General J. C. Fremont, U. S. A.,

Commandiny Department of ire.v#, St. Louis, Mo.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Foote, U. S. Navy,
detaching him from the New York navy yard.

Xavy Department, August 26, 1861.

Sir: In consequence of your promotion, you are hereby detached
from the navy yard' New York, and you will regard yourself as wait-

*

ing orders.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,

New York.

[Telegram.]

[August 26, 1861.J
Proposals will be received at Cairo, 111., till August 31, for naval

gun-carriages for IX-inch guns and for 42-pounder rifled cannon, 74
of the former and 38 of the latter. The carriages to-be made of sea-
soned oak, of the best quality, and the trucks of lignum vitse. or of
oak two thicknesses and riveted together, with all the proper gun
implements, such as sponges, shot, ladles, scrapers, and worms, the
whole to be delivered in Cairo, ready for use, by the 10th October
next.

John Rodgers,
Commander, U. S. Navy.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War,
transmitting requisitions of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy.

Navy Department, August 28, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith the requisition of Com-
mander Rodgers which was intended to accompany my letter of the
24th instant, but by oversight was left out.

I have to request that you cause it to be transferred to the Ord-
nance Office of your Department, with the request that this Depart-
ment be informed as soon as practicable what action will be taken
with regard to it.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GroEON Welles.
Hon. Simon Cameron,

Secretary of War.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to

assume command of naval afiairs in the Western waters, under
direction of the War Department.

Navy Department,
Washington, August 30, 1861.

Sir :. You have been selected to take command of the naval opera-
tions upon the Western waters, now organizing under the direction

of the War Department.
You will therefore proceed to St. Louis, Mo., with all practicable

dispatch, and place yourself in communication with Major-General
John C. Fremont, U. S. Army who commands the Army of the West.
You will cooperate fully and freely with him as to your movements.

*

Requisitions must be made upon the War Department through
General Fremont, and whatever the Army can not furnish the Navy
will endeavor to supply, having due regard to the operations on the

coast.

The Western movement is of the greatest importance, and the

Department assigns you this duty, having full confidence in your zeal,

fidelity, and judgment.
I am, respectfully,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain Andrew H. Foote, TJ. S. Navy,
Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Rodgers, U. S.

Navy, to transfer to Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, the direction of
naval operations in Western waters.

Navy Department, August SO, 1861.

Sir : Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy, being detailed to fit out

the gunboats and to command the naval operations on the Mississippi,

etc., you will turn over to him all papers in your possession and give

him what information you may have, in a statement of matters under
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your direction as they are at present. The force in the Western

waters being large, and great dispatch being called for and more
oiEcers of judgment and experience wanted, the Department will be

pleased to have you continue in your station for the purpose of

assisting Captain Foote in forwarding the objects of the Government,

if it be agreeable to you. If you prefer, however, not to be contin-

ued in the waters in which you are now engaged, you are permitted

to return and report yourself to this Department.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

GroEON Welles.

Commander John Eodgers, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, Missouri.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary
_ of War

regarding cooperation in fitting out the Western Flotilla.

Navy Department, August 31, 1861.

Sir: Understanding that the War Office will supply the gunboat
flotilla now in process of construction on the Western waters with
thirty-five 42-pounder rifled guns, together with projectiles and
ammunition, I urgently request, in view of the command of that

flotilla being intrusted to a naval officer, under the orders of Major-
General Fremont, that the rifled guns be forwarded to St. Louis with
the utmost possible expedition.

With reference to the other guns required for the same flotilla, this

Department has learned that the army ordnance can not furnish

them, and therefore the officer. Captain Foote, appointed to the

expedition, has been instructed by the Bureau of Ordnance to draw
his ordnance, of navy 32-pounders and 8-inch cannon, from Buffalo,
Erie, and Sacketts Harbor. The carriages for both army and navy
cannon have likewise been ordered to oe constructed in the most
expeditious manner possible, at the most convenient points for deliv-

ery in the West.
With respect, however, to small arms for said flotilla, the Navy

have none on hand that can be spared from the very pressing wants
of seagoing vessels employed on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts.

In reference to other articles required for the Western Flotilla, this
Department will use every exertion to supply them with the utmost
dispatch, so far as its means will permit or are necessary to aid the
War Department.

I remain, sir, very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles.
Hon. Simon Cameron,

Secretary of War.
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[Telegram.]

Caieo, III., [September 4-, 1861.]
(Received September 5.)

The gunboats Tyler, under my command, and Lexington, under
command of Stembel, had a short engagement off Hickman, Ky.,
with the rebel gunboat, believed to be the Yankee, former tugboat.
We fired about twenty shots. Two batteries on shore at Hickman,
supported by numerous soldiers, also fired upon us.

Jno. Rodgers,
Convmanding.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Com/mander Rodgers, U. S. Navy, regarding engagement
with Confederate batteries at Hic1cm,an and Columbus, Ky.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Cairo, September 4, 1861.

Sm : It was agreed upon this morning, upon parting with Colonel
Waagner, at Belmont, that the gunboats Tyler and Lexington should
make a reconnoissancedown the river as far as Hickman. When we
arrived in sight of Hickman we discovered a rebel gunboat, with the
Confederate flag flying, off that town. The boat fired a shot at us,

to which we replied.

A number of t€nts extending for half a mile were upon the shore
fronting the river.

When three or four shots had been exchanged, a battery on shore
fired several guns, then another battery opened upon us. The Lexing-
ton and this vessel fired some twenty shots, when, finding the current
fast setting us down upon their batteries, with which we were in no
condition to cope, having very little powder on board and only half
enough gun tackles for working the battery, we returned.

I think both officers and crew remarkably cool under the fire. It

was not intended [to go] so close as to be very dangerous.
I intended to wait for this gunboat when away from her battery,

but she ran alongside the river bank and made fast. Upon passing
Columbus and the chalk banks, we were fired upon by the rebels with
muskets. This was returned with muskets principally, but also by
two great guns.

The army at Hickman is considerable.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

John Rodgers,
Comm,anding, U. S. Navy.

Gideon Welles, >

Secretary of Navy.
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Report of Brigadier-General Grant, U. S. Arm,]/, referring to the

withdrawal of troops from, Belmont, Mo.

Cairo, III., Septemher 4, 1861.

On advice of Commander Eodgers I have ordered the withdrawal

of troops from Belmont until such time as the column from Jackson

may move. I have no accurate information of the strength of the

rebels at Sikeston, but hope to have to-day.

U. S. Grant,

Major-General John C. Fremont,
St. Louis, Mo.

Brigadier-General.

[Telegram.]

Hdqrs. District of Southeastern Missotjri,

Cairo, III., Septemher 4, 1861.

Heavy cannonading being reported south of here, you will proceed
with all dispatch and render such assistance as your disposable means
can afford. Should the alarm prove false, you will return immedi-
ately and report.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, CoTnmanding.

Lieutenant S. L. Phelps,
Commanding Gunboat Conestoga.

Report of Colonel Waagner, U. S. Army, regarding expedition to

Belmont, Mo.

Headquarters Expedition to Belmont,
Belmont, Mo., September 2, 1861—6 p. m.

Sir: I have the honor respectfully to report that in accordance
with your order I started this morning from Cairo, at 5 o'clock, on
the steamer Graham, with the Twelfth Regiment Illinois Volun-
teers, Colonel McArthur, 600 strong, for the purpose of destroying
the reported fortifications at this place.
One gunboat, under the command of Commander Rodgers, and

myself left Cairo at 5 o'clock this morning, and proceeded up the
Mississippi River about 20 miles for the purpose of recomioitering our
weak points, returning to Bird's Point at 8 o'clock. The second gun-
boat under command of Captain Stembel, I ordered to Norfolk to
a^cait the arrival of the convoy.
In the meantime the steamer Graham was ordered to take on board

the necessary troops at Bird's Point, this disposition of the gunboats
teing made to mask our movements. At 10 o'clock I left Bird's
Point with my command on the steamer Graham, and, on arriving
at Norfolk at 10:30, 1 found both the gunboats awaiting our arrival,
as previously arranged. I made a reconnoissance of Norfolk, but
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finding nothing of importance I reembarked for this place, being
well protected oy the gunboats, which protected the landing of our
troops in the best military manner. The people residing on the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers have a very great respect for the gunboats.
I arrived at Belmont at 1 :30 p. m. I haVe not, as yet, been able to
discover any building in the town.
Our first reconnoiter of three companies Twelfth Regiment was

successful in capturing a small ferryboat and a boat fitted up with
a good set of tools for repairing muskets, pistols, etc.

We found one man on the last-mentioned boat, who will be sent to

Cairo. The ferryboat, I think, can be made useful as a messenger to

Cairo. A small party of three mounted scouts observed two horsemen
at a short distance watching our movements while landing our troops,

and immediately gave chase, but were unsflccessful in the pursuit.

One of the rebels, in his flight, dropped three letters, a copy of one
of which I enclose herewith.

A Doctor Travers, a resident here for ten years, coming down to

sec lis, I concluded to detain him a few days.

I have received reliable information, this evening, that Island No.
10 is fortified with 10 heavy guns. At Union City they have 44
heavy guns. At Columbus the rebels fly the secession flag from the

top of a lofty pole in the center of the village in defiance of our gun-
boats. What shall I do with Columbus? What with Hickman?
What with Npw Madrid ? In a few days I shall be able to give you
correct information in regard to this latter post.

There are no rebel troeps between this place and Charleston, except

a few of the enemy's mounted pickets.

Your obedient servant,

G. Waagner,
Colonel^ Commanding.

Major-General John C. Fremont,
Comm,anding Department of the West, St. Louis.

Report of Brigadier-General Grant, V. S. Army, regarding reported
movements of the enemy.

Cairo, III., September 4, 186J.

General: Information is just in from Sikeston, which I am dis-

posed to credit, although the authority is a negro man. He tells a

very straight story. Says that the rebels left Sikeston last Monday

;

had there four regiments of Tennessee and Mississippi troops, ten or

twelve pieces of artillery drawn by horses, one large piece drawn by
five yoke of oxen, and one mortar drawn by three yoke. In addition

to this Jeff Thompson had 1,500 men. They said they were going^

to New Madrid and then to Memphis.
On the strength of reconnoissances made by Colonel Waagner, I

telegraphed, this evening, that troops-^artillery, cavalry, and in-

fantry—can be spared n-om here by sending those from Jackson
promptly to take possession of Columbus Heights, and New Madrid
will fall within five days after. This should be done to-morrow night.
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Enclosed, I send you the report of Commandei- Rodgers, (No. 5), re-

taining .copy.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-Gcyiend, Commanding.

Major-General John C. Fremont,
Oommanding Departm,ent of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Brigadier-General Grant, U. S. Army, regarding orders

issued for the withdrawal of troops from Belmont, Mo.

Cairo, III., September 4, 1861.

Sir: The prompt execution of your plan by the troops under my
command having been defeated by General Prentiss's withdrawal
from the command at Jackson and delaying the movement of that
column, and the representation of Commander Rodgers as tb the
efficiency of the rebel inland navy, coupled with the impossibility
of making a retreat from Belmont, except by falling back into the
country as far as Charleston, and the weakness of the force at Bel-
mont makes me deem it advisable to withdraw the troops from that
point until the command assumes shape for concert of action.
Orders have been given accordingly. From information gathered
from the rebel district, I inclose you reports of Colonel McArthur and
Colonel Waagner, reserving copies. As fast as information is re-

ceived, I will keep you informed by telegraph.
Verv respectfuUv, your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Major-General John C. Fremont,
Comdg. Department of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Washington, September 5, 1861.
Proceed to St. Louis without a moment's delay and report to Cap-

tain Foote or senior naval officer. Answer by telegraph.

G. V. Fox,
Acting Secretary of Navy.

Lieutenant Henry Erben,
Care Commandant Navy Yard.
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Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, of arrival at St. Louis, Mo.,
in readiness for the com/mand of naval operations on the Western
waters.

St. Louis, Mo., September 5, 1861.

Sir: Agreeable to your order of the 30th ultimo to proceed to St.

Ijouis for the command of the naval operations upon the Western
waters, I have reported for duty to Major-General John C. Fremont.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote, Captain.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Brigadier-General McClemand, V. S. Army, to Commander
Rodgers, restricting vessels in the Ohio River.

Headquarters,
Cairo, III., Septemher 5, 1861.

SiH : You will permit no boats to pass up Ohio River until further
orders.

By order of John A. McClernand, brigadier-general, commanding

:

M. Brayman,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Commodore John Bodgers.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, Septemher 5, 1861.

There are sixteen ship carriages for IX-inch Dahlgren guns ready
at Portsmouth, N. H. . Do you want them? Captain Foote left here

on Sunday. Rely entirely upon him and no one else. Advertise for

seamen who have been in the Navy as warrant or petty officers. Four
commanders and four lieutenants nave been ordered to proceed imme-
diately.

a V. Fox,
Acting Secretary.

Major-General Fremont,
St. Louie, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Western Department,
September 5, 1861.

The enemy in Southeast Missouri has retreated to New Madrid. I

think he intends to throw his main force into West Kentucky. He
will immediately occupy Hickman, Columbus, the ground opposite

Cairo, and Paducah. Commander Rodgers reports danger to Cairo.

The governor of Indiana has been getting ready ten regiments for
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this service. Four were to have started this afternoon, but were de-

,

tained by orders from Washington. Will you allow them to come
forward ?

J. C. Fremont,
Major-General, Commanding.

The President of the United States.

Report of Rear-Admiral Foote, V. S. Navy, regarding the operations

of the Western Flotilla under his command from September 6, 1861,

to May 9, 1862.

Bureau or Equipment and Recruiting,
Washington, November 13, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to present in detail the condition in which I

found the Western Flotilla on my arrival at St. Louis; also, its

equipment and subsequent service in the clearance of the Tennessee

and Cumberland and partial clearance of the Mississippi rivers.

On assuming the command, September 6, 1861, the force consisted

of three wooden vessels in commission, purchased, equipped, and
armed as gunboats by Commander Rodgers. There were also nine

ironclad gunboats and thirty-eight mortar in progress of building.

Seven of these gunboats Jiad been contracted for by Quartermaster-
General Meigs under authority of the War Department, and the two
remaining boats were purchased and converted into gunboats by order

of Major-General Fremont. The thirty-eight mortar boats were also

built by order of General Fremont ; these were built of solid timber,

without motive power, and designed to carry a single mortar.
In consequence of want of money, of credit, and of material for

building purposes, both gun and mortar boats could not be completed
within the time specified by contract.

The service on the Western rivers was anomalous. The officers of
the Navy in charge of the vessels being transferred, for the time
being, to act under the general directions of the War Department,
with the want of navy-yard facilities, and having but a single navj"^

officer to each vessel, superadded to the want of navy equipments
and stores, especially in the ordnance department, rendered the build-
ing and equipment of the flotilla a work of almost insuperable diffi-

culty. The ironclad boats had less than one-half of the vessel plated,
while its most vulnerable part had but 2^ inches of plate for its pro-
tection. When four of the ironclad boats were prepared for service,
and having ascertained that the stage of Water was favorable in the
Tennessee and Cumberland for active operations, I proposed to Gen-
eral Grant, commanding at Cairo, that with four of the boats and
6,000 troops we should ascend the Tennessee and attack Fort Henry.
The General preferred the Cumberland and Fort Donaldson, as the
more appropriate points of attack, but yielded to my views if Gen-
eral Halleck's assent could be obtained. I telegraphed General Hal-
leck for this purpose, and he assenting, we proceeded in force to Fort
Henry, and after a severe action of an hour or more. Fort Henry sur-
rendered to the gunboats, the army not being able to participate in
the engagement in consequence of the muddy and almost impassable
condition of the roads. In this hotly contested action the number of
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guns brought into action between the flotilla unci the fort were equal
in number, if we except the wooden gunboats which were half a mile
astern, necessarily firing at so long a range, with an elevation pre-
venting much accuracy of aim. On the surrender of thie fort Lieu-
tenant Commanding Phelps, on a previous order, proceeded with the
three wooden gunboats up the Tennessee River into Mississippi and
Alabama as far as Florence, being stopped only by the low stage of
water preventing his further progress.
On the 14th February, after transferring the men from the disabled

to the other gunboats, as we were too short to man more than one-half
of the boats, we made an attack on Fort Donelson, and after a severe
fight of an hour, during which I was severely wounded, and w^en
we were on the point of enfilading the fort, and their fire had mate-
rially slackened, two of the gunboats were disabled in their steering
apparatus, and drifted helplessly down the river, when the two re-

maining boats hauled oflf to repair damages. In this action the rebel
officers admitted that their men were so greatly demoralized that they
could not be brought effectively into action on the following day,
which resulted in the defeat of the rebels and the surrender of Fort
Donelson to the army on the following morning.
After having hurriedly made the necessary arrangements, I pro-

ceeded, on the 19th of February, with the two steamers, higher up the
Cumberland, and took possession of the city of CliirksviUe and its

three forts for the defense of the city and the river, and there issued
a proclamation. The great panic at this time prevailing not only in
Clarksville, but in the rebel army, who were fleeing to Nashville, led
me to suggest to General Grant to accompany me with three or four
thousand troops for the purpose of making an attack on Nashville
itself. This object being frustrated by an order from General Halleck
not to let the gunboats proceed beyond Clarksville, I returned to
Cairo, leaving a gunboat at Clarksville, which afterwards accompa-
nied the army that took possession of Nashville. A gunboat or two
were always in attendance upon the army when in the vicinity of the
rivers.

The clearance of the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers alarmed the

rebels at Columbus, on the Mississippi, who began to make prepara-
tions to evacuate their stronghold, as our sudden possession of these

rivers cut off the communications of the rebel army ; and soon after

an armed reconnoissance, on the 2d of March, they evacuated the
place, and on the 4th of the same month we landed for the purpose
of occupying, but found several companies of cavalry from Paducah
had taken possession the evening previous. On the 14th of March,
having equipped nine gunboats and ten mortar boats, leaving two
gunboats up the Tennessee, which rendered such signal service to the

army at the battle of Pittsburg [Landing], I proceeded from Cairo
down the Mississippi for the purpose of opening the river. At Co-
lumbus we were joined by Colonel, now General Buford, in command
of some 1,500 troops, who were to cooperate with the naval force. The
same evening we took possession of the town of Hickman, in Kentucky,
and at daylight the following morning proceeded within long range
of Island No. 10, and the adjacent batteries on the Tennessee shore,

the ten mortar boats being in charge of Captain Maynadier, an officer

of the Army, who had been transferred to the flotilla.
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At the expiration of twenty-three days' siege, during which period

the cutting of the canal admitting our light transports to reach the

army at New Madrid, below No. 10 ; spiking the guns at No. 1 bat-

tery; and shelling the "Pelican Dock," or New Orleans floating

battery, out of the channel in order that two of the gunboats, as they

afterwards did, in a heavy thunderstorm, at night, run the blockade,

and afterwards demplished several batteries planted on the opposite

shore to prevent General Pope's army landmg to make an attack

in the rear, while the gun and mortar boats should attack in front,

both up and down the river. These having been successfully accom-

plished, and the commandant of Island No. 10, seeing defeat more
than probable, from the combined attack intended on the following

day, surrendered the island on the 7th of April to me as the com-

mander of the naval forces. There were eleven batteries on the

island and adjacent shore, mounting upward of 75 guns, from 32 to

100 pounders. One rebel gunboat, four transports, and immense
munitions of war and of provisions fell into our hands by this impor-

tant capture. It is a singular fact that in the captures of Fort Henry
and Island No. 10, not a gun was fired by the army.
On the 12th of April I moved down the river toward Fort Pillow

with the gun and mortar boats, with the understanding that the

army would follow on the succeeding day. The morning following

we had a little encounter with six rebel gunboats, which, after the

exchange of a few rounds at long range, rapidly retreated, followed
by our force till they anchored under the heavy batteries of Fort
Pillow. The army in transports arrived the same day and anchored
near .us.

An arrangement was made soon after our arrival between General
Pope and myself to make an immediate combined attack upon the
fortifications. The plan was that one-half of the gunboats should run
the blockade -in a dark, stormy night, transport our army from the
Arkansas to the Tennessee shore of the river, and then attack both
by river and land, with a good prospect of success; but a day or two
before our plan was ready for execution, a sudden order from Gen-
eral Halleck for the army to proceed to Corinth to reinforce him,
leaving only 1,500 effective men near Fort Pillow, entirely frustrated
our plan. Soon after the withdrawal of the army, the inflammation
arising from my wound, long neglected, had produced fever and
great prostration of physical and nervous energy to such a degree
as led the surgeons to decide that my life was in imminent danger,
unless I left the command, when, by authority of the Navy Depart-
ment, I transferred the command to Captain Charles H. Davis and
retired from further active service in the Western Flotilla.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Rear-Admiral.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Brigadier-General Grant, V. S. Army, regarding the occu-
pation of Paducah, Ky., by troops under his command.

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, III., September 6, 1861.

I left Cairo at 10 : 30 o'clock last night, taking two gunboats and
three steamboats, with the Ninth Illinois, under General E. A. Paine

;

the Twelfth Illinois, under Colonel J. McArthnr; and Smith's bat-
tery, four pieces light artillery, under Lieutenant Willard. I met
with some detention at Mound City, owing to an accident to one of
the steamers, creating a necessity for a transfer of troops. During
the detention I was joined by Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, who accom-
panied the expedition.
Arrived at Paducah at 8:30 this morning. Found numerous

secession flags flying over the city, and the citizens in anticipation of
the approach of the rebel army, which was reliably reported 3,800
strong, 16 miles distant. As we neared the city Brigadier-General
Tilghman and staff, of the rebel Army, and a recruiting major with a
company raised in Paducah, left the city by the railroad, taking with
them all the rolling stock. I landed the troops and took possession of
the city without firing a gun.
Before I landed, the secession flags had disappeared and I ordered

our flags to replace them. I found at the railroad depot a large
number of complete rations and about two tons of leather, marked
for the Confederate Army. Took possession of these and ordered
the rations to be distributed to the troops. I also took possession of
the telegraph office, and seized some letters and dispatches, which
I herewith transmit. T further took possession of the railroad.
The enemy was reported as coming down the Tennessee Eiver in

large force, but this I do not credit. I distributed the troops so as
best to command the city and least annoy peaceable citizens, and
published a proclamation to the citizens, a copy of which will be
handed you by Captain Foote.

I left two gunboats and one of the steamboats at Paducah, placed
the post under command of General E. A. Paine, and left Paducah
at 12 o'clock, arriving at this post at 4 this afternoon.
Last night I ordered the Eighth Missouri Volunteers, Colonel

M. L. Smith, stationed at Cape Girardeau, to report here immedi-
ately. I will send them to remforce General Paine at Paducah to-

night. I would respectfully recommend that two additional pieces

be added to the excellent battery of Captain Smith, commanded by
Lieutenant Willard, making it a complete battery of six pieces. Efe

has men sufficient for six pieces, but will require horses and harness.

Colonel Waagner accompanied me, and manifested great zeal and
precaution.

I must acknowledge my obligations to General McClernand, com-
manding this force, for the active and efficient cooperation exhibited
by him m fitting out the expedition.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General.

Major-General John C. Fremont,
St. Louis, Mo.
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Order of the Acting Secretary of the Navy to Commander Walke,

U. S. Navy, to report for duty to Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, at

St. Louis.
r, . 1 /. ro/?*

Navy Department, September b, liSbi.

Sir: Your orders as light-house inspector of the Eleventh light-

house district are hereby revoked. Proceed to St. Louis, Mo., with-

out a moment's delay and report to Captain Foote or the senior naval

officer for such duty as he may assign you.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. V. Fox, Acting Secretary.

Commander Henry Walke, U. S. Navy,
Williamsburg, N. Y.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Rodgers, U. S.

Navy, to report to Major-General Fremont, V. S. Army.

St. Louis, Mo., September 7, 1861.

Sir : You will proceed to this place without delay and report your-

self to Major-General Fremont, commanding the Western Depart-

ment of the Army.
I am, very respectfully, yours, etc..

A. H. Foote, Captain, etc.

Commander John Rodgers, Cairo, III.

Explanatoiy repoi-t of Commander Rodgers, U. S. Nacy, upon being

superseded in command of naval operations on Western waters.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

Off Paducah, September 7, 1861.

Sir : I have received your letter informing me that Captain Foote
had been appointed to the command of the Western gunboat service.

Captain Foote's high reputation is abundant proof that the objects

of the Government will be efficiently carried out, yet I can not but
feel that as you intended me for the command originally, your change
of intention has been caused by some imputed want of zeal or energj'

or intelligence in myself. If the imputation be deserved, I am sure

that the intelligence has been at fault rather than the zeal.

I found in the West only river steamers, with their high pressure
boilers on deck, with all their steam connections entirely exposed, and
with three-story houses of thin white-pine plank erected on their
hulls ; such were all the boats. The basis did not strike me favorably
for conversion into war vessels, yet I considered that Government
wanted gunboats immediately ; that it was my duty to use the mate-
rials offered; it was easy to make objections; I should rather use to
the best advantage the means at hand.
With the approbation of General McClellan, I bought three of

the vessels which seemed best adapted to the purpose, after consulta-
tion with Mr. Pock, the naval constructor.
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These vessels were sound and above the average strength. Timbers
and beams were put in to strengthen them to bear their batteries ; the
thin board houses taken off and solid bulwarks of 5-inch oak plank
put round them; the boilers were dropped into the hold and the
steam pipes were lowered as far as possible. While this work, which
seemed to me necesary, was in progress, I was sent by General Mc-
Clellan to Washington to see about the armament, and to which city
I had been simultaneously sunamoned by telegraph from the War
Department. In Washington I procured an order for guns which
could be spared from Erie, Pa. I went to Erie, selected them, and
returned immediately to Cincinnati.
In the meanwhile the river had commenced falling very rapidly. I

sent off immediately the boats still unfinished, with such hands as
could be engaged for this service on the banks of the river, and with
provisions bought in the stores. General McClellan was in Virginia,
and no commissary would have recognized my requisition without a
delay in correspondence entirely inadmissible. I submit that this was
irregular, but it was necessary.

I did not trouble the Department with my troubles. I went stead-

ily on at my work to get the gunboats afloat. The boats were de-

tained at Louisville by the fall in the river. This cost me more
anxiety and wasmore depressing than all the rest. It made it doubtful
whether my exertion and my expense were not thrown away ; whether,
indeed, there was judicious expenditure of money, when it was not
apparent that any use could be made of the boats until too late for
effective service. To add to my perplexity the experts had each his

own opinion, and each differed so widely from his neighbor that no
result could be obtained. The general opinion was that in November
water enough was pretty certain and before that improbable.

I had a statistical table compiled, an entirely new thing in regard
to the Western rivers, and found that the chances were as five to two
that there would be water enourfi in July.

I appointed the necessary officers, fixed their pay, and assigned

their duties; opened rendezvous at three points to enlist a crew;

made contracts for gun carriages, for anchors, chains ; bought cloth-

ing and bedding, hired old steamboats at low rates for receiving

ships. With no navy yard, no outside help, I went steadily on,

neither faltering nor complaining.

At last we are afloat. The people of Paducah threatened to take

the gunboats should they come by unarmed ; the gun carriages are hur-

ried on board ; no powder can be obtained on requisition, it is bought

;

blocks for half the necessary gun tackles are bought ; a grass hawser

is made into breechings; shot are bought and sent off; muskets

thrown away from a vohinteer camp are procured, and the boats are

hurried to Cairo under the able charge of Lieutenant Phelps ; still

not a grain of powder nor a single gun tackle had arrived upon my
requisition for ordnance stores made early in July. Yet, we were

in Cairo ; spoken of contemptuously at first, our estimated value and

efficiency rose every hour. In a few days each boat is estimated

worth 5,000 soldiers, and no service is thought too arduous for our

zeal or too dangerous for our powers. * AH this was flattering. It

has been simply obtained, not by troubling the Department, bur-

dened with nearer and more important duties, more peculiarly its

own; not by seeking eclat from newspaper paragraphs; not by exer-
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cising powers conferred by the Navy Department; not by encroach-

ing on its appropriation, but by doing one s duty simply but earnestly,

without fearing responsibility or trouble.

When the plant thus watered and cultivated gives its first pre-

maturely ripe fruit, the crop is turned over to another with cold

words. You say that great dispatch being needed, the Department
will be pleased to have me continued in my station for the purpose
of assisting Captain Foote in forwarding the objects of the Govern-
ment, but that I am permitted to return and report myself to the

Department. I feel that I have been naturally misunderstood in

not asking more advice, in not suggesting more difficulties, and not
more frequently reporting progress.

No man, perhaps, of my grade in the Navy has had more numerous
or more varied commands than myself. This independent command
has unfitted me for asking advice and help at every little impedi-
ment. Having been forced by years of necessity to act out the exi-

gencies of the hour, I am now unable to feel the propriety of report-

ing little obstructions only to suggest means of overcoming them.
You have naturally supposed I did nothing because I labored silently.

In regard to the new gunboats, little on my part remains. I have
taken steps to procure the gun carriages, the anchors, rowboats,
chains, cooking apparatus; I have appointed the necessary superin-
tendents; I have used means to insure that the iron plating shall be
properly made; I'have ordered additions to the gunboats themselves,
rendering them in my opinion more than a match in smooth water for
any frigate in the service.

In this long letter, should patience carry you to the end, you will
see that I am not conscious of having been without zeal. I have the
consolation of knowing that those who are more familiar with my
part here give me credit for great efficiency. They think I have
proved that I did actually deserve the honor you conferred upon me
m the command which I exercised.

Thei appreciation of the Department must be very dear to every
right-thinking officer. I do not pretend to be indifferent to it, and I
oiuy perform an official duty in endeavMing to defend myself against
what I feel is an implied lack of worthiness.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

John Bodoebs,
Commemder, V. S. Navy.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of Navy, Washington.

Private letter from, Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Navy, referring to efficient services of Commander
Rodgers, V. S. Navy.

St. Louis, Mo., September 8, 1861.
My Dear Sib : I wrote you on the 5th instant of the state of things

here solely from -the impression of others. I have not been idle since
then and can now write in a measure from impressions of my own
from observation and the opinions of several reliable persons. To
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give a synopsis of last week, I traveled 1,500 miles, visiting profession-
ally St. Louis and Cairo, and was on board the heaviest gunboat which
led the van on General Grant's seizing Paducah, Ky., on the Ohio
River.

After closing my letter of the 5th to you I proceeded to Cairo
and found that ten of the gunboats had just left, with other steamers,
carrying 2,000 troops for Paducah. I at once, midnight, obtained a
fast steamer and set off in pursuit of the fleet, and overhauled one of
the transports in a short time, which had broken down, or nearly so.
I stated to Commander Rodgers that I was not aware when leaving
St. Louis of his expedition, and that I had not applied ifor my posi-
tion here. He behaved well, officer-like and gentlemanly. I asked
him to remain, and until now (as Walke, his senior, has come) I sup-
posed he would ; he still may remain, for he has worked hard, and his
duties afloat, for want of officers, have prevented his looking out for
the building, and to some extent to the equipment, of the steamers
on the stocks. He has overcome many difficulties in getting afloat
even three shells of steamers. We found on approaching Paducah
several secession flags flying, and we were at our guns ready to
respond to masked batteries, but found none. General Grant took
quiet possession and found some reliable if not creditable informa-
tion (to the parties themselves) in the telegraphic and post-offices.

After the army had done its work I returned to Cairo, and proceeded
to this place to confer with General Fremont, who (no doubt from
your letter overestimating me) received me very cordially and seemed
desirous to obtain my views fully. I proposed that he should tele-

graph Captain Rodgers, who will be here to-morrow; but I have
in the meantime seen the naval constructor and Government con-
tractor with a third party, and go with them to see the boats to-

morrow. I have called on the quartermaster to ascertain what
ordnance stores they will furnish, and am now writing to see

how many guns are remaining at Erie and Buffalo and Sacketts
Harbor available for us. Rodgers has already taken 16 from Erie.
By this plan I hope to be able to bring up all departments into line

by the time, or soon after, the boats and the engines are completed.
Of course, the steam engineer wants some little time after the con-:

structor has completed his work; and the ordnance requires some
also, as the Bureau declined furnishing Rodger's ordnance requisi-

tion. I will try to get it from the Army, and General McKinstry
offers everything he can do to help us along. I wish to reiterate

that Rodgers has been so much confined to his boats, and for want of
officers, that he could not be here as I am, for a few days, to push
forward this work. He deserves great credit for what he has done,
and his labors have been hard. I shall go aboard again and conduct
the operations, of course, whenever there shall be a prospect of a
fight, and this may occur at any moment, as an ironclad gunboat off

Columbus made an attack on our boats the day before I arri>red. I
am happy to see Commanders Walke and Shirk and to hear that
Lieutenant Paulding is soon to come. These, with Lieutenant San-
ford, if he comes, or if not, some very clever business-like man, whom
I can put in charge of fitting these vessels out on shore, will be suffi-

cient till the gunboats are further advanced. These boats are greatly

N w B—vol. 22 ^21
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needed every moment. Were they ready now, I would endeavor to

obtain authority from General Fremont to go with them, and he
sending troops, to dislodge Pillow at Columbus before they become
strongly intrenched. I will do my best, and trust when I make the

reduced requisition on ordnance, it will be honored, for haste and
short time in our work is vitally necessary. I will write Ordnance
to-morrow. Please state this to the Bureau, and, in a hurry for mail,

I am, respectfully and truly, yours,

A. H. FooTE.
[G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.]

I write with the greatest rapidity as I have no time to spare, as

the mail is ready. I thus write, not only incoherently, but am afraid
unintelligibly. I thus write rather than to let the mail go without
saying a few words.

Please direct letters to me at Cairo, 111. A. H. F.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, V. 8.
Navy, to a^sum^e charge of three gunboats supposed to be at Cairo,

St. Louis, [Mo.], September 10, 1861.

Sir: You will proceed this day to Cairo, 111., and take charge tem-
porarily of the three gunboat steamers at that place. Should, how-
ever, the steamers—or any one of them—be at Paducah, Ky., you will
proceed there, if, in consultation with the general commanding at
Cairo, it is deemed advisable.
You will let me know of all changes that may take place, and in case

of a hostile movement inform me by telegraph immediately.
In case Commander Rodgers has not left for St. Louis you will

inform him that I want him to proceed immediately to report him-
self to me at this place.

On your arrival at Cairo you will confer and cooperate with the
general commanding that division of the army.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE.
Commander Henry Walke,

St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, III., September 9, 1861.

I understand Norfolk is being marched upon by troops on the Mis-
souri side

;
also that the gunboat Lexington will likely be attacked.

You will therefore proceed to her assistance as soon as practicable.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Commander Gunboat Conestoga.
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Engagement with Confederate batteries at Lucas Bend, Mo., Septem-
ber 10, 1861.

Beport of Captain Poote, 0. S. Navy, making reference to the event.

Cairo, III., September 13, 1861.

Sib: I have the honor to inform the Department that on the 5th
instant, after having reported myself to Major-General Fremont,
commanding the Western Department of the Army, as the officer

assigned to command the naval forces on the Western rivers, I pro-
ceeded to Cairo, and on my arrival, at midnight, finding that Com-
mander Rodgers had, a few hours previously, left the city with the
gunboats Tyler and Conestoga, in company with General Grant, of
the Army, commanding officer of the expedition of 2,000 troops, for
the purpose of seizing Paducah, Ky., I obtained a steamer and pro-
ceeded up the Ohio River, soon overhauling and boarding the gun-
boat Tyler, Commander Rodgers. In a few hours afterwards we
reached Paducah, meeting with no opposition, although several seces-

sion flags were flying until the troops landed and took possession of
the city. On the following day I returned to St. Louis, in order to
consult with General Fremont and to make immediate arrangements
requisite for the gunboats now building.

I was thus occupied when learning that on the 10th instant two of
the gunboats, Lexington and Conestoga, in making a reconnoissance
of the river, had met with batteries on the Kentucky shore and the
rebel gunboat Yankee, when a conflict ensued, silencing the batteries

on our part and disabling the rebel boat. I proceeded to Cairo, in
company with Commander Rodgers, whom General Fremont had
previously ordered to St. Louis, to confer with Commander Stembel,
the senior officer there, and to receive his written report of this en-

counter, which report is not yet prepared, but great credit is due
to the officers and men who participated in this engagement. Lieu-

tenant Phelps, commanding the Conestoga, also fought his vessel

with good judgment and gallantry.

I have revisited Paducah and conferred with General Smith, of

the Army, commanding that post. The gunboat Tyler, now lying at-

Paducah, drawing more water than the Conestoga, and the nver
falling, I have ordered her and the Conestoga to exchange places.

I leave for St. I^uis this morning to spend a few days in consult-

ing General Fremont upon other matters connected with my duties.

As soon as this can be accomplished, I shall return to Cairo.

The requisitions of Commander Rodgers for gun carriages, ammu-
nition—in short, most of the ordnance stores and equipments, as well

as for the crews for the gunboats—not being approved by the Depart-

ment, leave us, I am apprehensive, too little time to obtain the sup-

plies before the gunboats building are ready for them, hence the

necessity of my having been and still requiring to be here for a few
days to come, in order to make arrangements for shipping men and
obtaining supplies of outfits and stores.

Commander Rodgers has availed himself of the permission given

by the Department to leave the service here since the arrival of

Commanders Kilty and Walke, who are his seniors in rank. I have

accordingly ordered Commander Walke to the Tyler, who now com-

mands that steamer.
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General Fremont has requested Commander Rodg;ers to remain and

give him the benefit of his advice and judgment in fitting out the

boats upon which he designs to place heavy mortars ; at the same

time he will thus be present in St. Louis and render essential service

to us in seeing the different contracts referring to the boats fulfilled,

as well as otherwise aiding me materially in my absence.

Of the officers who have reported to me I have ordered Commander
Walke to the gunboat Tyler, Lieutenant Paulding to open a rendez-

vous at Chicago, Lieutenant Shirk to ship men in St. Louis, and Lieu-

tenant Wilson to the gunboat Lexington. Commander Kilty being

in delicate health is not yet assigned to duty.

I trust that the Department will promptly forward the articles

called for by requisition, as otherwise we shall fail in being ready to

prepare the gunboats for immediate service whenever they are placed

in our hands.
. • j j- i

I shall make further requisitions when the report is received of the

number and character of the guns to be furnished us, and continue to

make every effort to get things into shape and be prepared to equip

the gunboats when they are delivered.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

P. S.—I enclose the report of Lieutenant Phelps, just received.

Seport of Llentenant Phelps, IT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Conestoga.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Cairo, III., September 10, 1861.

SiE : I have to inform you that this morning I got underway with
this vessel, in company with the Lexington, at the request of Colonel
Waagner, and proceeded down the river to cover an advance of troops

from Norfolk in that direction. After passing considerably below
the forces on shore, the Lexington turned back to be more near them.
I proceeded farther down to examine the head of Island No. 2, for a
reported battery, but failed to find it.

I, however, discovered the enemy in force on the Missouri side, at

Lucas Bend, and at once proceeded down and opened fire upon their

artillery and cavalry. The enemy had about sixteen pieces of field

artillery and it is believed one heavy piece in battery. Several of
their pieces were rifled cannon and ranged to and beyond this vessel,

striking all about her. In a short time Commander Stembel, hearing
our guns, came down with the Lexington and joined in the fight.

The rebels moved their batteries from point to point while we availed
ourselves of our motive power to move upstream as the enemy would
attempt to move up, back from the banks, and bring their several
batteries out at different places to fire a few rounds and gallop to
some other point. Their force of cavalry was considerable, and I
fired several shells amoi^g them with great apparent effect.
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The shell and shot of both our vessels were lodged among their
batteries. Both the Lexington and this vessel retired out of range
for a short time, about 1 o'clock, hoping to lead the enemy up higher
where our land forces were. Two steamers of the enemy had come
up from Columbus, one the gunboat Yankee, which also opened fire

upon us, but I found our guns could not reach them where they lay
below the batteries. At about 2 o'clock I again dropped down with
this vessel determined to try a shot again at the rebel gunboat. The
first shot fired must have struck her on the ricochet, as it touched the
water close alongside and she at once started downstream. The Lex-
ington again came up, and it is believed succeeded in landing an
8-inch shell in the Yankee^s wheelhouse and side, where it bui-st. At
all events the vessel appeared to be greatly injured and went off with
but one engine working. She retired under the batteries at Columbus,
where the other one had previously gone. Our boats again opened
fire upon the enemy's batteries, and before 5 o'clock we had silenced

them entirely, driven their force out of reach, and without injury to

ourselves. I am satisfied we did great damage to the enemy. A^ile
retiring, this boat was fired upon with musketry by an enemy con-

cealed in a thicket and small outhouse, and one man, Nelson Castle,

quartermaster, was shot through the arm and in the forehead. I
think he will recover, but an operation will be required upon the

skull. I at once opened with canister upon the thicket and quickly

cleared it of the rebels. Some of them were shot by our smaU-arms
men.

I can not speak too highly of the spirit and will of the crew,

scarcely one of whom had been under fire before.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
GoTnmanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Nary, transmitting report of the commanding
officer of the IT. S. S. Lexington.

St. Louis, September 17, 1861.

Sir: I herewith enclose a copy of Commander Stembel's report,

the original of which has just been received.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,

(Jammanding Naval Forces of the Western Waters.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.



326 NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

Eeport of Commander Stembel, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Lexington.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington,
Mound City, III., September 13, 1861.

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report, viz

:

On Sunday night, the 8th instant, at 11 : 30, I received an order

from General Grant, through his aid-de-camp, Captain Hillyer, to

proceed the next morning at daylight down the Mississippi River
with this vessel to the town of Norfolk, Mo., 8 miles below Cairo, to

afford protection to Colonel Waagner, chief of artillery, who would
move in that direction at the same time with a column against the

enemy, who were said to be in force at that place.

I did so, and remained in the vicinity of the colonel's camp that

day and night (having in the meantime been joined by the U. S.

gunboat Oonestoga) without discovering the enemy, although intelli-

gence of their moving in his direction was received by the colonel
and by him communicated to me.
On the morning of the 9th Colonel Waagner informed me by note

that he would advance 3 miles with his command, and requested me
to follow with the gunboats ; which I did, dropping down some dis-

.tance below the troops, where I had a good view down the river, but
saw nothing worthy of notice. I then returned, and the Oonestoga
continued dropping down until she arrived at Lucas Bend (the
point in the river above Columbus where I had the Sunday previous,
when on a reconnoitering expedition with Colonel Waagner, dis-

covered two formidable batteries planted on the bluffs above the
town) , when she fired her stern gun at a large body of rebel cavalry
drawn up on the bank, as I was subsequently informed by Lieutenant
Commanding S. L. Phelps.
I immediately ran down to the Oonestoga, and on my arrival in

her vicinity the batteries in the bend opened upon us. We engaged
them and soon silenced them, one of which, composed of flying
rifled artillery, however, merely changed position higher up the
river and opened again; this it did several times and each time we
silenced it, until it finally retreated down the river, and, I think,
embarked on board a steamer which came from the direction of
Columbus at the commencement of the engagement under convoy
of what is supposed to be the rebel gunboat Yankee. Both boats,
flying the rebel colors, kept well in under the batteries on the bluffs
above the latter place.

The Lexington and Oonestoga then ran down the bend, throwing
a shell occasionally at the points from which they had been fired
upon previously without eliciting a reply, until they reached a point,
which I estimated to be about 2^ miles distant from the Yankee. I
then directed one of the 8-inch guns of the Lexington, charged with
a 15-second fuze shell, to be trained upon her, giving the gun its
greatest possible elevation by removing the quoin, etc., and fired
1 had the satisfaction of seeing the shell explode in her starboard
wheelhouse, careemng her smokestack, and otherwise crippling her
when both rebel steamers retreated toward Columbus, the batteries
on the bluffs alone preventing their capture.
The gunboats then returned up the river and were several times

fared upon from the Missouri and once from the Kentucky shore
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with musketry, which was returned with musketry, shells, and can-
ister. There certainly must have been a large force opposed to us,
and from the accurate firing of the gunboats the enemy's loss was
undoubtedly very heavy. The only casualty on our part was one
man seriously wounded on board the Conestoga by a musket ball
from the Missouri shore.

I can not here close this report without expressing to you my high
appreciation of the manner in which the officers and men of both the
gunboats deported themselves on this occasion. Their conduct was
cool and collected and more like that of veterans than green hands,
as most of them are. Lieutenant Commanding Phelps deserves par-
ticular notice for his masterly management of the Conestoga and his
effective fire, principally from his stern gun, which confirmed my
previously entertained opinion that the three gunboats now in service
on these waters should each, to make them doubly useful, have a
stern gun.

I have, therefore, in your absence, taken the responsibility of
transporting all of the 32-pounders, composing a part of the battery
of this vessel, from forward aft, thereby, I think, increasing her
efficiency. That, I hope, will meet your approbation.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

R. N. Stembel,
Commander^ Commanding U. S. Gunboat Lexington.

Commodore A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat Flotilla on Weste7-n Waters,

St. Louis, Mo.

Keport of Colonel Waagner, TJ. S. Army, Chief of Artillery.

Artillery Department,
Cairo, III., September 8, 1861.

Sir: In consequence of your order, received yesterday, I started
this morning at 5 o'clock on the gunboat Lexington, commanded by
Captain Stembel, for a reconnoissance to Columbus. About 7 o'clock
we passed Islands Nos. 3 and 4, where we discovered the camp fires

a few miles above Columbus, on the Kentucky shore, exactly m the
center of the two natural platform bluffs commanding the river and
Belmont. In attempting to pass the foot of Lucas Bend, near Co-
lumbus, two batteries opened fire on us, one consisting of three the
other of four guns, but, notwithstanding the high elevation given
to their pieces, their shot all fell short. We did not answer, as they
were out of range and we could not do them any damage, the caliber

of the guns being two 24-pounder howitzers and 24 and 32 pounders
on barbette carriages. The direction of their guns was good, the

powder weak, and the fuzes entirely too long. I was quite well sat-

isfied with the reconnoissance, but, having some suspicion of gun-
boats lying in Lucas Bend, I requested Captain Stembel to throw
some shell in the bend. This was done and caused the appearance
of two gunboats. One of them followed us.

As it was not our intention to enter into an engagement, we re-

treated and arrived at Cairo this day at 10 o'clock a. m. It is be-

yond doubt that on the bluffs at Columbus there is a camp of at least
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2,000 men with two batteries of heavy guns, about six pieces in all;

and opposite, between Belmont and Lucas Bend, there are about 1,000

men and some fieldpieces.

It affords me pleasure to report the cool, calculating, and energetic

behavior of Captain Stembel, his officers and men.
Very respectfully,

G. Waagner,
Chief of Artillery.

Brigadier-General U. S. Grant,
,

Commanding Forces, Southeast Missouri.

Beport of Brigadler-Oeneral Grant, XT. S. Army.

Headquarters District Southeastern Missouri,
Cairo, September JO, 1861.

This morning Colonel Waagner started from Norfolk with all the

force that could be spared from that point to reconnoiter toward Bel-

mont, supported by the gunboats Conestoga and Lexington. They
went as far as Beckwith's farm, about 5 miles below Norfolk. Found
no regular force, but had one man wounded and lost one horse by
shots from the pickets of the rebels. The gunboats, however, pene-
trated farther, and found large numbers of cavalry on the Missouri
shore, and, as near as they could ascertain, 15 pieces of artillery on
wheels and 1 large piece in position. Some of the pieces were ascer-

tained to be 24-pounder rifled guns.
The gunboat Yankee could not be induced to come far from a bat-

tery on the Kentucky shore. Captain Stembel, however, succeeded in
bursting a shell in her wheelhouse, disabling her so much that she
retired, working but one engine.
The batteries on shore were silenced, and the officers commanding

gunboats think with considerable loss to the enemy. On two occa-
sions they saw shell explode in the midst of the batteries, after which
they could see by the aid of their glasses men being carried to the
rear. One man was wounded dangerously by a musket ball fired from
the shore. Further than this no damage was sustained by either of
the boats. The machinery of the Lexington is out of order, and I have
permitted her to go to Mound City for repairs.

All the forces show great alacrity in preparing for any movement
that looks as if it was to meet an enemy, and if discipline and drill
were equal to their zeal, I should feel great confidence even against
large odds.

The enemy were seen to cross and recross the river, with what design
I am at a loss to tell. My impression is that they want time to pre-
pare for defense of their present position or for an advance on one
of our positions, likely Paducah. If it were discretionary with me
with a little addition to my present force I could take Columbus!
Your order will, however, be executed.

Major-General John C. Fremont,
St. Louis, Mo.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General
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ITeleeram.)

Cairo, September 10, 1861.

Gunboats returned. Engaged batteries at Lucas Bend all day.
Found 16 guns on Missouri shore. Rebel batteries all silenced. One
man wounded on Conestoga. The gunboat Yankee was disabled, and
would have been taken but for land batteries near Columbus. The
rebels must have suffered severely. Discovered large bodies of cav-
alry on Missouri side. Saw no troops on Kentucky side.

U. S. Grant.
Major-General John C. Fremont.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, September 10, 1861.

Colonel Oglesby reports at 8 this morning he moved with his regi-
ment, with 20 cavalry and five pieces of light artillery, 8 miles below
Norfolk, and reconnoitered in sight of the enemy. An engagement
between gunboats took place, ours being successful. Colonel Oglesby,
not being strong enough to attack the enemy, returned to Norfolk.
The events of the day are encouraging.

John A. McClernand.
Major-General Fremont.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters District or Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, III., September 11, 1861.

You will renew your reconnoissance of yesterday, pushing as far
down the river as practicable, and annoying the enemy in every way
possible. Colonel Oglesby is instructed to give you all the force that
can be spared from Norfolk, and the gunboat Conestoga will act in
conjunction with you. Should you make any important discoveries

inform me as early as possible.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Gommariding.

Colonel G. Waagner,
Chief of Artillery, Norfolk, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, III., September 11, 1861.

Throw forward, under the direction of Colonel Waagner, as large
a force as can be spared from Norfolk, to reconnoiter down the river

in conjunction with the gunboat Conestoga. Norfolk must be held.

Send back to your post for rations. The forces from Cairo will be
relieved as soon as another regiment arrives to take their place.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Colonel R. J. Oglesby,
Norfolk, Mo.
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Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Stembel, IT. S. Navy,
commanding V. S. S. Lexington, to forward his report.

St. Louis, September 16, 1861.

SiH : I have not received your oiBcial report of the recent engage-

ment, but I have learned enough of it from you personally, and
report from Lieutenant Phelps, commanding the Corvestoga, to be

satisfied that it was highly creditable to you and officers and crew of

your vessel, as well as that of the CoTiestoga. In the absence of your

report, I forwarded that of Lieutenant Phelps to the Navy Depart-

ment.
Please make your report as soon as possible.

I shall see you in Cairo as soon as possible. Keep your vessel in

readiness to perform any duty at the shortest notice. When your
steam machinery shall be furnished, you may go on with the cabin,

deck, and other repairs so far that the work shall not interfere if you
are suddenly called to go on service.

A. H. FooTE,
Captain.

Commander R. N. Stembel.

Letter of commendation from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to lientenant Fhelps,
IT. S. Navy, commanding M. S. S. Conestoga.

St. Louis, September 16, 1861.

Sir: I have received your report, which is highly satisfactory.

The action reflects great credit on you and your officers and crew. I
have enclosed your report to the Secretary of the Na^^y through
General Fremont, the latter remarking that both the action and
report were very creditable.

A. H. FooTE,
Captain.

Lieutenant Commanding S. L. Phelps,
Gunboat Conestoga.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, forwarding requisitions for
ordnance.

St. Louis, [Mo.], September 11, 1861.

Sib : I have forwarded per telegraph this day a requisition for ord-
nance, a copy of which is enclosed.
We can not get the powder, shells, or tackles and breechings here,

as the army is using blasting powder.
The gunboats will be finished before we are ready in the ordnance

department, unless the articles required for are expressed on as soon
as they can be made. The general commanding is extremely anxious
to have the boats ready to proceed on their work.
The reason why the requisition is so hurriedly made is in conse-

quence of a call to Cairo, where the gunboats have had an encounter
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with the rebel gunboat Yankee and the forts or batteries. I proceed
there this afternoon.

General Fremont has purchased another gunboat, which is to be
fitted immediately and wants me to have the guns and ordnance de-
partment ready at the expiration of two weeks.
We will mount six 9-inch guns in these boats, and for these and

other boats we want the 9-inch breechings and side and train tackles.

I should prefer the 9-inch breechings for the rifle guns. In estimat-
ing for the cartridges and shell I have been governed by the supposed
caliber of guns, as we can not tell until obtaining the guns from the
lakes what number will be 32-inch and 8-inch, respectively; besides,

we do not vet learn anything from the thirty-five 42-pounder army
rifle guns, for which I have not required ammunition, but merely the
breechings, side tackles, etc.

We can not get any shells here of 8-inch or for 32-pounders, there-

fore please send them on with the cartridges. In short, the army is

using blasting powder, and is equally short in muskets, swords, etc.,

for which I shall soon make requisition on the Bureau, and want of
time alone prevents it now. The Bureau will excuse this hurried let-

ter, as I must leave for Cairo.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Captain A. A. Hakwood,
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, Washington.

[Enclosare.]

St. Louis, September 11, 1861.

Sib: There are required immediately for the gunboats 210 8-inch

breechings, fitted and ready for reeving; 34 9-inch breechings; 210
side tackles ; 110 train tackles ; 1,000 cartridges for 8-inch guns ; 3,000

cartridges for 32-pounders, also shells and fuzes corresponding to

the above cartridges.

I will write on returning from Cairo. Please order these forth-

with; send powder for filling shells.

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. A. Habwood,
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography,

Washington, D. C.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Paulding, U. S.

Navy, regarding the shipping of crews for gunboats under con-

struction.

St. Louis, September 11, 1861.

Snt: You will proceed to Chicago and open a rendezvous and ship

crews for the gunboats building on the Mississippi. You are also

authorized to ship men at diflFerent points on Lake Erie for the same
purpose.
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You will, in the cheapest manner possible, have the drafts of men
sent to this place, who will be provided for in a steam receiving

vessel, as directed by the senior naval officer present.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Lieutenant Leonard Paulding, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, September 11, 1861.

Dahlgren is drilling seamen for you, and in about ten days we can
send you fifty, well instructed. To what place shall they report?

G. V. Fox,
Acting Secretary.

Captain A. H. Foote,
Care of General Fremont, St. Louis; Mo.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, September 11, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to report to you my arrival at this place.

Captain Foote is absent at Cairo.
Kespectfully, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

S. F. Hazard,
Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. C.

Order of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, U. S.
Navy, to assume command of the V. S. S. Tyler.

Cairo, III., September 12, 1861.

Sir : You will proceed to Paducah, Ky., and take command of the
U. S. steam gunboat Tyler, and you will confer with the major-gen-
eral commanding that division in your movements.

Very respectfully,

A. H. Foote,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Commander Henry Walke, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.
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Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, U. S.
Navy, to assume command of U. S. S. Tyler.

Cairo, III., September 12, 1861.

Sir : You will proceed to Paducah and take command of the U. S.
steam gunboat Tyler.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Captain.

Commander Henry WalkBj
Cairo, III.

General order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, restricting the cruising

of vessels without definite instructions from, superior authority.

General Orders, ) Cairo,
No. 1.

S
September 12, 1861.

The officers commanding the gunboats will not leave their anchor-
ages for the purpose of making a reconnoissance up and down the
rivers without orders from me, provided I am within signal distance,

and in no case during my absence will the officer commanding a gun-
boat go up and down the rivers without the knowledge and concur-
rence of the general commanding the post where the vessels are lying.

Cruising up and down the rivers wfll be directed at the proper time
by proper authority. Should the officer in command or a gunboat
have reason to suppose that he may render important service, he will

confer with me if present, or, in my absence, with the commanding
officer of the army, in case there is no navy officer, his senior, present

to direct his movements.
Prudence, combined with bravery, constitutes the efficient officer,

and until we have more gunboats the exposure is to be commensurate
with the object to be attained. Great care must be observed lest the

enemy decoy the boats, not properly supported, within range of over-

whelming masked batteries.

Andrew H. Foote,

Captain, Commanding Naval Forces on the Western Rivers.

Order of Major-General Fremont, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-General

McKinstry, U. S. Army, for the payment of ruivy bills.

St. Louis, September 12, 1861.

Sir : You will pay all bills properly approved by Captain Foote,"

on account of the gunboat service with which he is charged.

J. C. Fremont,
Major-General, Commanding.

Brigadier-General J. McKinstry,
Deputy Quartermaster-General.



334 NAVAL FOKCES ON WESTEBN WATERS. ^

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Phelps, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. Gonestoga, to proceed with that vessel

to Paducah, Ky.

Paducah, Ky., September 12, 1861.

Sir : You will proceed to this place, Paducah, with the Gonestoga,
under your command, relieving the steamer Tyler, and anchor your
vessel opposite the hospital, holding a commanding position to pre-

vent a hostile force approaching the city, if it should be attempted.

You will please report yourself to Brigadier-General Smith, com-
manding this division of the army, and confer with him in your
movements.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Gaptain, etc.

Lieutenant Phelps,
Commanding the Gonestoga.

[Telegram.]

Boston, September 12, 1861.

Orders to St. Louis received. I have in charge engineer and inspect-

or's duties, with considerable public money. Shall I proceed ^to St.

Louis with [it] , handing over to some authorized person the balances
in hand ?

J. A. WiNSLOW,
Com,mander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Secretary Navy.

Report of Commander Rodgers, V. S. Navy, requesting sea duty.

Gunboat Tylek,
Paducah, Ky., September 12, 1861.

Sir : I have decided to accept your offer of service upon the Eastern
coast of the United States, and respectfully request orders to any vessel
you may deem proper to give me.

General Fremont is quite desirous of having me join his staff, at
least temporarily. Iperceive an opportunity of such great usefulness
in the position that I have consented to do so until I can get orders
to sea.

In giving up the command of this vessel, which I do to-day, to Com-
mander Walke, I shall anticipate your permission by reporting myself
to General Fremont for duty on his staff. In the meanwhile I request
orders to sea.

My address will be St. Louis, Mo.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

John Kodgers,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Tyler, to report to the commanding
general at Cairo, III.

Cairo, III., September 13, 1861.

Sir: On the arrival of the Conestoga, you will proceed with the
Tyler to Cairo and report yourself to the general commanding, and
confer with him in your movements.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain.

Commander Henry Walke,
V. S. Gunboat Tyler, Paducah, Ky.

Order of Major-General Fremont, U. 8. Army, to Captain Foote,
U. S. Navy, to follow his own judgment in the execution of the
work under his direction.

St. Louis, September 16, 1861.

Sir: In consequence of the duties which press upon my attention,

I am necessarily forced to trust much to your discretion. You will,

therefore, in the duty confided to you, use your own judgment in
carrying out the ends of Government.

Spare no effort to accomplish the object in view with the least

possible delay.

J. C. Fremont,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain A. H. Foote,
, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces on the Western Waters,

St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, U. S.
Navy, to forward information of any proposed movements.

St. Louis, September 16, 1861.

Sir: I have received no report from you. Please inform me if

the steamers are soon to be called upon to move from their anchorage
for reconnoitering or any other purpose; also state the condition" of
the vessels and appearance of things in general.

I must of necessity be here this week, unless the boats are to move
on some expedition, in which case inform me instantly by telegram.

Confer with General Grant, who will give you timely information
for me to get down.

Very respectfully, yours,
A. H. Foote,

Captain.

Commander H. Walke,
Commanding Steamer Tyler.
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[Telegram.]

St. Louis, September 17, 1861.

You may dock your steamer TyUr and repair her. After con-

ferring with General Grant, and having a steamer ready for service

at Cairo, put the gun in the stem and make cabm arrangements.

A. H. FooTE,
Captain

Captain Walke,
Gunboat Tyler.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, U. S.

Navy, commanding V. S. S. Tyler, to proceed to Mound City, III.,

for repairs to that vessel.

St. Louis, September 17, 1861.

Sir: Your letter of the 14th instant has been received. After con-

ferring with General Grant, or commanding officer of the troops at

Cairo, and you have a steamer ready for service at Cairo, you may
take your steamer to Mound City and there dock and repair her,

placing a gun in the stern and making such changes for quarters of

officers as intended by Captain Kodgers before he left the steamer.

I wish you to telegraph me whenever anything new takes place. I

wish also to impress upon you, when you are repairing your vessel,

to keep her, as fer as possible, ready to go upon any service in a few

hours, which may be suddenly required.

I have received Commander Stembel's report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain.

Commander Henry Walke,
Commanding U. S. Gunboat Tyler.

Letter from Civil Engineer Thorn to the Secretary of the Navy,
regarding the making of naval gun carriages.

Cincinnati, September 17, 1861.

Sir : I wrote some days since, through Mr. Chase, of the State De-
partment, for the Naval Ordnance Manual and had sent [to] me
another work which 'does not give the information desired. The work
to which I allude is, I think, the title as above, of about 275 or 30b
pages, with illustrations of several naval gun carriages and lists of
implements, etc. We are making the gun carriages for the gunboats
for the Mississippi River, and were referred to this work. Should
Commodore Eodgers be in Washington, he will know the work I
need as it was at his suggestion I wrote for it. Please send without
delay as our time has already half expired for delivery of the

carriages.

Yours, respectfully,

N. G. Thom,
Civil Engineer at Eagle Iron Works.

Honorable Secretary of Navy.
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Letter from. Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Jos. L. Weatherly, esq.,

regarding the procuring of men for the naval service.

St. Louis, Septemher 17, 1861.

Sir: In reply to a letters referred to me from General Fremont, I

have to inform you that we shall be happy to receive at this place
from you 1,000 men within one month, on the usual terms paid by
the Government, viz, $2 for each man, who is by a surgeon considered
to be in a sound physical condition, and has ability to perform his

duty. The Government will pay for his transportation at the rates

paid for men we ship and are sent from the lakes.

A. H. FooTE,
Captain.

Jos. L. Weatherly, Esq.,

Cleveland, Ohio.

[Letter of same date and like tenor to Mr. Carlton R. Moore, Phila-

delphia, Pa.]

Instructions from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Pauld-

ing, V. S. Navy, regarding the shipment of men for the naval serv-

ice.

St. Louis, September 17, 1861.

Sir : I have your letter of the 14th instant, referring to your ship-

ping men, etc.

I find difficulty in obtaining funds so great that you must not ex-

ceed an advance of $10 to each man. This sum is to include all that

he is to receive from you. As soon as you obtain a draft of men, you
will send them to this place, showing your authority from General

Fremont, which will be sufficient to give you transportation for your

men, as the quartermaster's department here will pay the bill. As
there are objections or difficulties in the Southern country about col-

ored people, we do not want any of that class shipped. Do not ap-

point any more master's mates, unless it is absolutely necessary. Ship

all men for the war. Do not open any more rendezvous except Chi-

cago and Detroit. Get vour shipping articles from Washington. I

have just telegraphed that I will send $400 to you as soon as you give

me your address. Send by different mails duplicate receipts of this

money to me as my vouchers; you must also take receipts from all

persons to whom you pay portions of this money. You will find two

rendezvous all that you can safely and effectively manage.

I have made other arrangements for getting men, and you need not

therefore consider you are to ship the full number required.

A. H. FooTB,
Captain, etc.

Lieutenant Leonard Paulding. LT. S. Navy.
Chicago.

N w K—VOL 22 22
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Letter from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major Symington, V. S.

Army, requesting a supply of ammunition.

St. Louis, September 18, 1861.

Sir: I have sent you a telegram to-day, copy annexed. I know

nothing whatever of the charges of the 4:2-pounder army rifled can-

non Will you please furnish the ammunition for these guns ac-

cording to army usage, which guns have been repeatedly promised

the gunboats by the War Department, but I have heard nothing yet

of them. It is impossible for us to fill any cartridges here, having no

means, and being overpressed with various duties. Please, therefore,

have them filled.
^ ,^ t-.

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Major Symington, U. S. Army,
Allegheny Arsenal.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, September 18, 1861.

Nothing heard about the 35 army rifled cannon. Requisition made
on Pittsburg for shell and cartridges. They must fill cartridges.

We want a gunner. Will not be ready in time unless the armament
is forthcoming. I send a copy of requisitions on Allegheny Arsenal

by mail.
A. H. FooTE,

Captain.

Captain A. A. Harwood,
Chief Bureau of Ordnance.

Letter from Colonel Oglesby, V. S. Army, to Captain Walke, U. S.

Navy, regarding improvised means of communicating by signal.

Headquarters,
Norfolk, Mo., September 18, 1861.

Sir : I have to suggest to you that I am without the means of giving
you the usual signals. In lieu thereof we will adopt the following

:

By daylight, to call your boat ashore, I will have a white cloth

hoisted upon a pole and waved frequently until you observe it.

By night, in front of your boat, I will have fired otf at intervals of,

say, three seconds, three muskets; the latter signal will indicate to
you that you are to send a boat ashore for special information and to
prepare for a movement.

I regret that I have been unable to have communication with you
before. I will be pleased to see you on shore at any time.

I learned last night that your second discharge in the afternoon
in Lucas Bend proved fatal to five secessionists.

Most respectfully,

R. J. Oglesby,
Colonel, Commanding at Norfolk, Mo.

Captain Henry WaJjK.e.
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Report of Cammander Walke, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Tyler, regarding the operations of that vessel.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

Of Norfolk, Mo., September 18, 1861.

Sir : Your favor of the 16th, enclosing communications from Com-
mander Stembel and Lieutenant Phelps, was forwarded to me at this

phice and received to-day.
I have the honor to report that tlie Gonestoga arrived off Paducah

on Friday, September 15, in the evening too late to admit of our
leaving that night. We left early on Saturday morning, proceeded
to Cairo, and after conferring with General Grant, I left to recon-
iioiter down the Mississippi in search of batteries. Went to Lucas
Bend and fired two shell, rounded to and fired two on the lower end
of Island Xo. 4, on Kentucky side. On my Avay up communicated
with Colonel Oglesby, commanding at Norfolk, took on board about
one hundred of the Ninth Illinois Regiment, who were wearied from
overmarching, and at his request rounded to and proceeded down to

the foot of Lucas Bend, fired eight shells, one of which I have since
learned from the colonel, killed and wounded several secessionists in

the camp near Benton. We then rounded, proceeded to Cairo—leav-

ing the soldiers at Norfolk—arriving there at 9 p. m.
Sunday morning I returned, by order of General Grant, to Nor-

folk, anchored opposite the town. In the evening about 5 o'clock, a
small stem-wheel steamer belonging to the rebels came in sight. I
immediately ordered our vessel to be in readiness, but she fired a gun
and returned. Being too far away from us, and knowing I could
not overtake her, I paid no further attention to her movements,
except to order strict vigilance and everything in readiness in case

of her return.

On Tuesday I went up to Cairo to take on some coal. Shortly
after our arrival rumors were flying around the city to the effect that

immediately after we left, the rebels in force, attacked our troops

at Fort Jefferson and were driving them back.

As soon as we could get coal aboard, I returned, finding all quiet

and the rumors entirely unfounded.
The general deems it necessary for the safety of his forces here

that one of the gunboats should be stationed here nights. I shall

remain till the Lexington, which is expected to be in readiness in a

day or two, is sent to relieve me. I will then proceed to Mound City,

agreebly to your telegram of the I7th instant, received this evening,

and with all possible dispatch have the necessary repairs and outfit

contemplated and contracted for by Commander Rodgers carried out.

There are no movements at present contemplated requiring any
change in the disposition of the vessels under your command. Your
communications have been forwarded as requested.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Gommander, V. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mist>issippi Flotilla, St. Louis, Mo.
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Report of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, of operations of U. S. S.

Tyler in Mississippi River.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

Of Norfolk, Mo., September 18, 1861.

Sir : Your letter of the 16th instant, enclosing communications for

Commander Stembel and Lieutenant Phelps, was forwarded to me
at this place, and received to-day.

I have the honor to report that the Gonestoga arrived off Paducah,

Ky., on Friday, September 15, in the evening, too late to admit of

our leaving that night. We left early on Saturday morning, pro-

ceeded to Cairo, and after conferring with General Grant, I left to

reconnoiter down the Mississippi in search of batteries. Went to Lucas

Bend and fired two shells ; rounded to and fired two on the lower end

of Island No. 4, on Kentucky side. On my way up, communicated
with Colonel Oglesby, commanding at Norfolk; took on board about

one hundred soldiers of the Ninth Illinois Regiment, who were

wearied from overmarching, and at Colonel O.'s request, rounded to,

proceeded down to the point on the river this side of Columbus, the

foot of Lucas Bend, and fired eight shells. I have since learned from
the colonel that our second shot MUed 3 and wounded 12 secessionists.

We then proceeded to Cairo, landiiig the soldiers at Norfolk on our

way, arriving at 9 p. m. Sunday morning I returned by order of

General Grant to Norfolk; anchored nearly opposite the town. In
the evening about 5 o'clock a small stern-wheel steamer belonging to

the rebels came in sight. I immediately ordered the vessel to be in

readiness, but she fired a gun and returned. Being too far away
from us, and knowing I could not overtake her, I paid no further

attention to her movements, except to order strict vigilance and
everything in readiness in case of her return.

On Tuesday I went up to Cairo to take in some coal. Shortly
after our arrival rumors were flying around the city to the effect that
immediately after we left the rebels, in force, attacked our troops at

Fort Jefferson and were driving them back. As soon as we could get
coal aboard I returned, finding all quiet and the rumors entirely

unfounded.
The general deems it necessary for the safety of our forces here

that one of the gunboats should be stationed here nights. I shall

remain till the Lexington, which expects to be in readiness in a day
or two, is sent to relieve me. I will then proceed to Mound City,
and with all possible dispatch have the necessary repairs and outfit

comtemplated and contracted for by Commander Rodgers made,
agreeable to your telegram of the I7th, received this evening.
Your communications have been forwarded as requested.

Very respectfully.

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote,
Commanding Mississippi Flotilla, St. Louis, Mo.
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Letter from, Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Quartermaster-General
Meigs, U. S. Army, calling attention to delay in receipt of promised
ordnance.

St. Louis, September 19, 1861.

Sir: Availing myself of your suggestion, I beg leave to call,

through you, the attention of the Army Ordnance Department to the
fact that up to this moment we have not heard a word from the 35
army 42-pound rifled cannon, which, as we are making arrangements
to have the flotilla ready in time, seriously embarrasses us in the
ordnance preparations.

In a hurry, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Quartermaster-General Meigs,
Washington, D. G.

Letter from- Captain Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Fremont,
U. S. Arm,y, requesting pay for crews of three gunboats near Cairo,

St. Louis, September 19, 1861.

Sir: The crews of the three gunboats now in commission in the
vicinity of Cairo, not having received any of their pay, have repre-
sented to Commander Rodgers that their families are in destitute

circumstances. Will you, therefore, be pleased to direct the Quarter-
master-General to have the drafts upon him of the several paymasters
drawn in favor of the commanding officers of these boats now in com-
mission ?

I will soon ascertain the amount of funds which are necessary to

meet the wants of the officers and crew.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Captain, etc.

Major-General Fremont,
Commanding Army of the West, St. Louis.

Report of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, regarding affairs at St. Louis.

St. Louis, September 19, 1861.

Sir : I have assigned Commander Pennock to the receiving ship at

this place, Lieutenant Sanford to ordnance duty, and Mr. McGee,
master carpenter, and Mr. Friganza, master joiner, to assist in for-

warding the equipments of the gunboats. I intend leaving for Cairo
to-morrow and there spend a few days on board the three gunboats
in. commission and in conference with General Grant, commanding
that post.

It is necessary to the speedy and efficient equipment of the gun-
boats that I spend most of my time here, where the requisitions are

made and to which place the guns and most of the equipments and
stores are ordered by General Fr6mont, and also that I may be in

ready communication with him.
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I am making arrangements to furnish the men with clothing, for

receiving guns and ordnance stores, equipments, and provisions for

the crew—in fact, all things required.

The oflScers ordered to the gunboat service, with the exception of

Conmiander Walke, who relieved Commander Rodgers (aboard the

Tyler), Lieutenant Paulding, ordered to Chicago to recruit, Lieuten-

ant Wilson, to the gunboat Lexington; Gunners Hall and Hamilton,
ordered to the two gunboats without gunners, will, for the present,

remain in St. Louis, as I do not consider it policy, even if it would
be justice, to supersede the commanders of the steamers who are so

well performing«their duty, especially as the new ironclad steamers
will be ready at the close of the next month.

I earnestly request that the Department will not send any engineer
here, as the Western engineers, from their experience, can better per-
form their duty and it will be more gratifying to the Western people

;

besides I have appointed Mr. Merritt, the present superintendent of
the building of the engines, as the engineer in chief of the flotilla.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Lieutenant Sanford, U. S. Navy, requesting the
services of an experienced gunner.

St. Louis, September 19, 1861:
Sik: I respectfully request that an efficient and experienced gun-

ner—warranted—may be ordered here to assist in preparing the
outfits of the gunboats.

I would urge upon the Department the absolute nece.ssity that
exists that this officer should be here to aid me.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient serva^nt,

J. P. Sanford,
Acting LAeiifeiiant and- Ordnance Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

[Endorsement.]

It is vitally important at this place that we have a gunner, as we
not only have ordnance work to perform, without the facilities for
doing It as in our navy yards, but we are called upon by the army
officers to assist them in this duty. I therefore earnestly importune
the Department to send us one of the best qualified gunners in the
.service, or at least one of Commander Dahlgren's best men, with the
appointment of gunner, who is to remain on shore and not be afloat.
1 therefore forward, fully approving, the above application.

A. H. Foote,
Captain, etc.
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Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Sanford, U. S.

Navy, to proceed on special duty to Cincinnati and Pittsburg.

St. Louis, September 20, 1861.

Sir : You will proceed to Cincinnati and Pittsburg for the purpose
of enquiring into the amount and condition of ordnance stores at Pitt

Foundry and other places. Should you find ordnance equipments or
stores which we can not obtain from the Bureau, you will order them
to be forwarded to this place for the gunboat flotilla. You will carry

out the verbal instructions received from Major-General Fremont
and myself.
After performing this duty you will return with dispatch and

report yourself to me at St. Louis.

KespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Lieutenant J. P. Sanford, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Steedman, U. S.

Navy, to proceed on special duty to Cincinnati.

St. Louis, September 20, 1861.

Sir : You will proceed with as little delay as possible to Cincinnati

and make selections of pilots and such other officers for service in the

naval flotilla, according to verbal instructions you have received

from me.
When the duty is performed, please return and report to me at St.

Louis.
A. H. Foote,

Captain, etc.

Commander C. Steedman, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, [il/o.].

Order of Colonel Oglesby, U. S. Army, to Commander Walke, V. S.

Navy, to observe the position of the e-jiemy in Puntney Bend,

Mississippi River.

Headquarters Eighth Regiment,
Norfolk, Mo., September 20, 1861.

Sir: It having been reported to me in the last few moments by

Captain [James P.] Harper, of the Seventh Iowa Regiment, that

the rebel forces are taking position in Puntney Bend, on the Kentucky

shore, between the hours of 8 and 9 o'clock this p. m., you will drop

down far enough to get a view of the bend and remain until daylight

and return. At daylight I will send a company of cavalry from this

t place far enough to observe their position. If anything is discovered,

they will report to me, when I will further communicate with you.

Respectfully,
R. J. Oglesby,

Colonel, Commanding at Norfolk.

CaptainWALKE,
Commanding Gunboat Tyler.
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Navy Department, September 21, 1861.

Your letter of the 17th instant has been received. The Department
has no such work as you describe. Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
who has been appointed to command the g^unboat flotilla on the ^yest-

ern rivers, has been supplied with drawings, etc., of gun carriages

and can furnish you with such information as you will probably need.

I am, respectfully,

Gideon Welles.
N. G. Thom,

Cincinnati.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, U. S..

Navy, commanding U. S. S. Tyler, to pi'oceed to relieve the U. S. S.

Lexington, off Norfolk, Mo.

Cairo, III., September 22, 1861.

Sir: You will proceed immediately to this place with the Tyler,

under your command, on receiving this order, and report yourself to

General Grant, commanding, for the purpose of taking the place of
the Lexington, off Norfolk.
You will, of course, suspend all work on your gunboat till the return

of the Lexington.
I am very respectfully,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Captain Walke,
Commanding Gunboat Tyler.

(Memorandum.—The above order was countermanded in conse-
quence of the vessel being on the ways and unfit for launching.)

Expedition to Owensboro, Ky., to guard the Ohio River, September
22-25, 1861.

[Telegram.]

Washington, September 22, 1861.

Governor Morton telegraphs as follows

:

Colonel Lane, Just arrived by special train, represents Owensboro, 40 miles
above Evansvllle, in possession of secessionists. Green River is navigable.
Owensboi'o must be seized. We want a gunboat sent up from Paducah for that
purpose.

Send up the gunboat if, in your discretion, you think it right. Per-
haps you had better order those in charge of the Ohio River to guard
it vigilantly at all points.

TIT • ^ . , „ ,
-^- Lincoln.

Major-General Fremont. »
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ITelegram.]

Headquarters Western Department,
St. Louis, September 22, 1861.

Your dispatch received. I have immediately ordered Captain
Foote, with gunboat, to dislodge the rebels from Owensboro, and will
take measures to guard the Ohio.
Have placed my two Illinois regiments at Camp Dennison, near

Cincinnati, at the disposal of General Anderson, and so informed him
by telegraph.

J. C. Fremont,
Major-General, Commanding.

A. Lincoln,
President, Washington.

f Telegram.]

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, III, September 22, 1861.

In pursuance of telegraphic instructions received from Head-
quarters Western Department, you will proceed with the gunboat
Lexington from here and Conestoga from Paducah to Owensboro,
Ky., where the Confederates are said to have taken possession, and
dislodge them. General Fremont's instructions are that the Ohio
River is to be kept open.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain A. H. Foote.
Commanding Naval Forces Western Waters, Cairo, III.

Order of Captain Foote, IT. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Phelps, XT. S. Navy, com-
manding U. S. S. Conestoga.

Paducah, September 23, 1861.

Sir: On your return to this place you will immediately and with
all po-ssible dispatch proceed up the Ohio River as far as Owensboro,
[Ky.], and report yourself to me on board the Lexington, Com-
mander Stembel.

I have orders from General Fremont, commanding, to proceed
immediately up the Ohio River with the gunboats on an important
service, and your absence now, without having left information
with the general where to find you, embarrasses me in the execution

of these orders, emanating from the President and issued by General
Fremont.
My general order was intended to convey instructions that the

commanding general, in my absence, should not only be consulted,

but that he also should be made acquainted with the place where
they were gone, as well as the probable time of their return. You
Avill in future be governed accordingly in your movenients.
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You will report yourself to Commander Stembel, of the Le-i-

iiigton, in case I should have executed my orders at Owensboro, and

return to St. Louis when you meet that vessel.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain.

Lieutenant Commanding Phelps,

U. S. Gunhnat Conestoga.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, Kegarding the absence of the V. S. S.

Conestoga.

Paducah, September 23, 1S61.

General: As the Ohio River is low, and opinions among pilots

being divided about there being suflScient water for the gunboats, I

have detained the Bee for the "purpose of accompanying us up the

river to haul us off in case we get aground.

I regret to inform you that the Conestoga is not here, but has gone

up the Cumberland River, probably. I shall, however, proceed with-

out her unless I find her in a few hours.

A. H. FooTE,
Captain.

General Grant,
Commanding at Cairo.

[Telegram.]

EvANSviLLE, [Ind.] , September 21^, 1861.

Arrived here at 11 o'clock p. m. with one gunboat. Commander
Stembel, and will proceed and execute your order immediately.

Colonel Cruft informs me that he has no troops for the place

named in your orders. I have a company which we have conveyed
up and who volunteer their services. I shall use them judiciously.

Can you not send a regiment immediately to the place whither I am
ordered? Also send an effective regiment to the various locks on
Green River, which control that river. I have this information from
Colonel Cruft. The river is falling and gunboats must soon leave.

I will soon see you.

A. H. FooTE.
General Fremont.

Order of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Stembel, TI. S. Navy, to remain
off Owensboro for a few days.

Owensboro, [Ky.], September £6, 1861.

Sir : You will remain off this place for a few days, for the purpose
of preventing any disturbance which may arise here from evil-dis-

posed persons against the Union and the laws.
When the river falls so far as to endanger your vessel or preventing

her reaching Cairo in going down the river, you will immediately
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proceed to Cairo, and report yourself to the commanding officer of
that post. In the meantime you will afford all needed protection to

loyal citizens and confer with the military officers before [reaching]
Cairo.

You will direct Lieutenant Commanding Phelps of the gunboat
Conestoga, should he meet you, to use his discretion about getting out
of the river before the watfer has fallen so low as to prevent his reach-
ing Paducah, whither he will return and report himself, when leaving
this place, to the commanding officer of that post.

A. H. FooTE,
Caftain.

Commander Stembel,
V. S. Givnboat Lexington.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, commanding expedition.

OwENSBORO, Ky., September 25, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that when at

Cairo, on the 22d instant, I received a telegram from Major-General
Fremont, commanding the Western Army, directing me to send the
gunboats 250 miles up the Ohio River for the purpose of dislodging
the rebels, said to be in force at Owensboro, and to keep the river open.
On the 23d I propeeded in person up the river in the gunboat Lexing-
ton, Commander Stembel, intending at Paducah to take the Cones-
toga, Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, with us, but not finding the
Conestoga I came up with the Lexington alone. We have passed two
or three secession towns, but found no flags displayed, but all quiet

on the river. I have had free intercour.se with the Union people of

Owensboro, where the secession feeling is strong, but no disrespect

has been manifested toward us by the people. I have telegraphed
General Fremont for a regiment to be stationed here to protect the

Union citizens and to hold the place against any attack, as it is an
important point, and to-day I have telegraphed the governor of

Indiana asking for 500 more troops for the same purpose. I shall

direct Commander Stembel to lie on the city with the I^exington until

the troops arrive or the river falls to the point which will require his

leaving, and then direct him to proceed to Cairo and resume his duties

at that place.

I leave myself for St. Louis in the morning to resume my duties in

fitting out the new iron casemated gunboats, which will require my
constant exertions to prepare and to have the men, equipments, stores,

etc., ready when the steamers are out of the constructor's hands.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C,

The Conestoga, Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, has arrived and
will remain a day or two before returning to Cairo. Two gunboats

of light draft of water are greatly needed in this vicinity.

A. H. F.
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Report of Captain Poote, V. S. Navy, transmitting^ to the Department copy of

his report to Hajor-Oeneral Frimont, U. S. Army.

OwENSBORO, September 26, 1861.

Snt: I enclose a copy of my report to General Fremont, referring

to the gunboats going up the Ohio River 250 miles for the purpose

of dislodging the rebels supposed to have been in possession of Owens-

boro. and to keep open the river up to that point.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Owensboro, September 25, 1861.

General : Agreeable to your orders per telegram of the 22d instant,

and further instructions from General Grant, commanding at Cairo,

to proceed to Owensboro with the gunboats for the purpose of keep-

ing the Ohio River open and to dislodge the rebels supposed to have

been in possession of that place, I proceeded to Paducah on the morn-
ing of the 23d in the steamer Bee, before the gunboat Lexington,

Commander Stembel, was ready to leave Cairo, for the purpose of

calling on Genera} Smith and having the ganhoa.t'Conestoga, Lieu-

tenant Commanding Phelps, ready on the arrival of the Lexington
to accompany me up the river. On arriving at Paducah I ascertained

from General Smith that the Conestoga had gone on a short cruise

;

consequently on the arrival of the Lexington I immediately pro-

ceeded with her alone up the river, taking with us the steamer Bee,
as the water was low and the river falling, that we might have the

means, if grounding, of getting afloat more readily. I also sent the
Bee up the Cumberland River 15 miles in a vain search for the Cones-
toga. After grounding twice, at 1 o'clock on the morning of the
24th instant, we were compelled to anchor and lie over till 8 a. m.,
when, in company with the Bee, and she towing us, we proceeded up
the river to Evansville, from whence I telegraphed you at 11 p. m.
This morning (25th instant) we reached Owensboro, found no bat-
teries, but were boarded by Colonel McHenry, who, with Colonel
Hawkins, had each a skeleton Kentucky regiment which had ar-
rived the morning previous. I sent for the authorities of the place
and directed them to prevent the display of secession flags. A strong
disunion sentiment is manifest in the place, but no disrespect was
offered me, although I have been much among the people, but I di-
rected Commander Stembel to hold as little communication with the
shore as practicable. The colonels, with their force as previously
designed, left the town during the day, although I strongly impor-
tuned them to remain, as I did the Cincinnati company, but they
declined on the ground of not being properly equipped, nor having
been mustered into the service. Under these circumstances, and the
water requiring the Lexington soon to leave, I went down to Evans-
ville in the steamer Bee and telegraphed to Governor Morton at
Vincennes, Ind., asking for 500 men for Owensboro. If I get no
reply, I propose telegraphing General Anderson at Louisville for
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the same number. On returning to Owensboro in the evening I again
communicated with the shore, after which, and giving my orders to
Commander Stembel to remain till the low water required him to
leave in order to reach Cairo safely, I ran down to Evansville, meet-
ing and boarding the Gonestoga en route and giving her instructions,
and here have telegraphed to General Anderson for 500 men to be
sent to Owensboro.
Having done all in my power in this quarter, and the preparations

of the gunboats in St. Louis demanding my immediate attention, I
leave for that place at 10 a. m. to-morrow, and trust that I may per-
sonally communicate with you in the evening.

In haste, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Major-General Fremont,
Commanding Western Army, St. Louis.

Report of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, regarding expedition to

Lucas Bend, in company with the U. S. S. Lexington.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Off Norfolk, {Mo.'], September 23, 1861.

Sir: Agreeable to my previous notice, I proceeded down the rivei

yesterday morning to reconnoiter, in company with the Lexington,
under command of Commander Stembel, and a small fleet, with a
detachment from the army.

I went as far as Lucas Bend, throwing an occasional shell as we
proceeded; but meeting with no response nor discovering any bat-

teries we returned to Norfolk.
The Lexington relieved me this morning. I therefore proceed to be

docked at Mound City immediately.
Very respectfully,

H. Walke,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Captain Foote,
Commanding Mississippi Flotilla.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Rodgers, U. S.

Navy, responding to the request of the latter for sea duty.

Navy Department, September 23, 1861.

Sir: The Department has received and read with much interest

your letter of the 7th instant. Of your zeal and ability the Depart-
ment has at no time entertained a doubt, nor of the service you nave
rendered under great and almost inconceivable difficulties.

When the Army called for an officer to be attached to the Depart-
ment on the Mississippi this Department detailed you for the service,

and any change made did not originate here. It gives me pleasure to

learn that Major-General Fremont, appreciating the value of yo\ir
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labors, has invited you to join his staff since the arrival of Captain
Foote at the West. Your letter of the 12th instant, requesting orders

for sea service, has been received and will receive due attention.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Commander John Rodgers, U. S. Navy,

St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from (.'omnuinder Porter, U. S. N<iry, to Major-Gensral
Fremont, U. IS. A-rmi/, regarding the diific^dty in isecuring pilots.

St. Louis, Septemher 23, 1861.

Sir : I find great difficulty in obtaining pilots for the gunboats, and
respectfully suggest that all licensed pilots be compelled, within a
reasonable time, to report themselves at the office of the provost-
marshal.
The pilots are, in fact, the officers of the Government, and their

refusal to serve is an act of treason.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. D. Porter,
Commander and Senior Officer Prenent.

Major-General Fremont,
Comma'nding V. S. Arviy, Western Division.

Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Acting Lieutenant
Sanford, U. S. Navy, responding to request for an experienced
gunner.

Navy Department, Septemher 24-, 1861.

Sir: The Department informs you in reply to your letter of the
19th instant that it has not an experienced gunner available who can
be ordered to St. Louis, as requested.
Some men, instructed in the ordnance department of the Washing-

ton yard, left for St. Louis to-day.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Acting Lieutenant J. P. Sanford, U. S. Navy.
St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Tyler, regarding progress on repairs to vessels^

Gunboat Tyler,
Mound City, Septemher 26, 1861.

Sir: I beg leave to suggest the salting of the vessels now being
built^at St. Louis and Mound City as a great preservative, and deemed
by Mr. Hamilton and others, builders, with whom I have conversed
"upon the subject, as of vast importance.
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We are progressing rapidly with the repairs and alterations of the
Tyler. Her bottom was in bad condition, very foul, &nd requires con-
siderable overhauling to make her safe for the service.
The alterations and additions will be about like those of *the Lexing-

ton and Conestoga. I shall make all possible speed to report her
ready for service, and shall keep General Grant advised of my
progress. I have made arrangements for three 32-pounder cannon at
Cairo, subject to my order; one I intend for the stern, the others for
forward ports.

'

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
(,'ommander, U. S. Nauy.

Captain A. H. Foote,
CoTUTnanding Mississippi Flotilla, St. Louis.

[ Telegram. ]

OwENSBORO, September 26, 1861.

Sir : The gunboat Lexington is at Owensboro, but must go down
the river in two days, as the river is falling. Five hundred troops
are wanted immediately at Owensboro. No troops are there. Gun-
boat may have to leave to-morrow night. Please send troops to-day
or by to-morrow morning.

A. H. FooTE,
Captain.

O. P. MOBTON,
Indianapolis.

[Telegram.]

EvANsviLLE, [Ind.], September 26, 1861.

Five hundred men are wanted immediately at Owensboro, as there

are no troops there. I must send the gunboats now there down the
river, as the river is falling. I have telegraphed to St. Louis and
Vincennes, [Ind.], for troops, but have no means.
Address Colonel Jones, Evansville.

A. H. Foote.
General Robekt Anderson,

Louisville.

[Telegram.]

Headquahtehs Western Department,
1:30 o'clock, Saturday, [September 28, 1861.]

Sir : Will Captain Foote please come to this headquarters as soon
as possible, to give General Fremont information and receive his ideas

through telegraph?
J. B. Fremont.



352 Saval. fobces on western watebs.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Western Department.

Copy of dispatch from General Fremont received at 8 : 30

:

I will give attention to what is going on down the river. Say to Captain

Foote that I wish to get the Vew Era up by lightening her. Tell him to keep

me posted with his ideas about Cairo. Ask Captain Adams about getting up

the Vew Era. -. -^ -^ ^
J. B. Fb6mont.

Copy of telegram from General Smith at Paducah

:

The gunboat Lexington has just returned from Owensboro and reports no

enemy there. The gunboat Conestoga is now at Owensboro.

C. F. Smith,
Brigadier-Oeneral.

I shall be at home as late or as early as Captain Foote may wish to

see me.
Any intelligence he needs from the general, I will send him the

news at once.
J. B. F.

Letter from, Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Rodgers,

U. S. Navy, regarding the U. S. S. New Era.

St Ix)uis, September 29, 1861.

Mt Dear Captain: I send you by Lieutenant Shirk the enclosed

telegram from General Fremont.
I have been to headquarters to-day and sent word to the general

that the New Era would not be lightened more than 4 inches prob-

ably, as we had no facility for getting out the guns, and I believed

she would draw 4 feet if everything was taken out of her, and there-

fore there was but little probability of getting her farther up the
river. It was also asked whether he wanted the boat to lie where she
was or to go to Cairo. They told me at headquarters that the general
would give some instructions, probably how to have the vessel dis-

posed of, in the event of your not getting farther up the river.

Any information that you wish to commimicate, Lieutenajit Shirk
will bring here to be sent to the general by telegram or by letter. I
send Lieutenant Wilson and Mr. Adams as intimated in my letter to
General Fremont.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
U. S. Gunboat New Era.
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Letter from Captain Foote^ U. S. Navy, to D. A. Raxford, esq., ac-
cepting his ojfer to secure men for service on the Western waters.

St. Louis, September 30, 1861.

Sir : I have received yours of the 22d instant, containing an offer

of 50 or 100 men for the gunboat service on the Western rivers.

In reply, I have to inform you that I accept your offer, and will
give you a respectable position, such a one as will satisfy you.
You must make arrangements to have the men transported to St.

Louis at the usual rates ; the bill for their transportation will be set-

tled here.

The men must all be physically sound, and you must tell them
that, before they are regularly shipped for this service, they have to

undergo here a medical examination as to their physical soundness.
Good men will be allowed $18 per month and one ration. I shall

write to Commodore Paulding to-day.

Very respectfully, etc.,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Mr. Denison A. Raxford,
Burlington, Vt.

Order of Captain Foote, V . S. Navy, to Lieutenant Paulding, U. S.

Navy, regarding a change of rendezvous.

St. Louis, September 30, 1861.

Sir: I find that the men shipped on board the three gunboats in

commission are receiving $18 per month, whether seamen, ordinary
seamen, or landsmen. You will be governed accordingly in shipping
men in future.

I have opened a rendezvous at Cincinnati, and unless you get a

good number of men at Detroit, as your master's mates seem to be

so incompetent, you had better close that rendezvous and ship all the

men at Chicago.
If the master's mates are of no service, you had better discharge

them, as you appointed them.
Send the next draft as soon as you think best, in the cheapest man-

ner. The board bills of the officers must be paid by themselves, and
not out of the money sent you.

You should address all your letters to me, as I can only be known
to you as the official head here. It is the rule at the navy yards to

address all letters to the real commandant, although it may be known
that he is absent.

The acting officer for the time being opens and answers all letters

addressed to the chief in command.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Lieutenant Leonard Paulding, U. S. Navy,
Chicago, III.

N W K—VOL 22 2Z
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Report of Commander WdLke, U. S. Navy, requesting instructions re-

garding various matters in connection with work upon vessels.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Mound City, September 30, 1861.

Sir: We were launched from the ways on Saturday and are pro-

gressing rapidly with alterations and additions contemplated by Com-
mander Rodgers. In the haste necessary for the conversion of

these steamers green timber was used, and, in consequence of much
shrinkage, the water, in cleaning the main decks, finds its way in the

hold. It is very essential for the protection of the magazine and the

hold generally that the deck be calked. The sides of the cabin like-

wise require calking to protect the officers and crew from the weather.

I shall therefore have it done by our own crew as soon as I receive

the oakum.
In order to facilitate our work I made requisitions on quartermas-

ter at Cairo for sundry articles. They were countersigned by Gen-
eral Grant, but in consequence of the articles not being here they
were forwarded to St. Louis, and I hope will be responded to at once.

Do you desire me to forward all requisitions to you for approval,

or shall I make draft on the quartermaster for such articles as our
immediate wants may require, as heretofore done by Commander
Rodgers ?

The river men here think it would be safer, cheaper, and quicker
to put the machinery in and iron plating on the new boats here, as

the prospect of low water at this season oi the year between Cairo and
St. Louis endangers the chances of getting the boats from St. Louis in
time for service. We have no battle lanterns. Should you think
them requisite for our service, please direct me in what manner to
obtain them.
The Lexington passed down the river on Saturday evening and

reported the Conestoga in the neighborhood of Owensboro.
I am having tangent sights put on our guns by the armorer, and

have been promised some breech screws for the guns by General Grant.
I have on board fourteen Ordnance Manuals. What disposition

shall I make of them ?

The expense of altering this vessel will be about the same as that
of the Lexington, except the dockage. We have no boarding pikes.
Do you wish me to have them made for the gunboats ?

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, transmitting letter to the
Quartermaster-General of the Army, requesting funds.

St. Louis, October 1, 1861.
SiK

:
To-day I have made another requisition on the Ordnance De-

partment for pistols, cutlasses, muskets, powder, etc, articles which
can not be found either in Pittsburg or elsewhere, nor had from the
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Army or Navy, or from any other source, which places me in a most
embarrassing position, as the gunboats will be ready to receive these
indispensable equipments, stores, etc., before they are ready, or even
provision made to obtain them.
We are providing most of the other needed articles usually fur-

nished at the navy yard from private sources in different parts of the
country.

I herewith enclose a letter addressed to Quartermaster-General
Meigs about funds required for the gunboat service.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Captain, U. S. Navy.
Hon. GroEON Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washing tmi, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

St. Louis, September 30, 1861.

Sih: Understanding that a quartermaster has been appointed ex-
clusively for the gunboat service, I have to request that a sum of
$75,000 may be at once placed at his disposal, under my orders, for
the speedy outfits of the flotilla under my command. The officers

and crews of the three gunboats already in commission are clamorous
for their pay; the most of them have families who are left entirely

destitute, and all of them say that they entered this service under the
promise of being paid every two months.
I also find that the amount of necessary clothing for the crews

will come to about $40,000, besides expenses for recruiting men, pay-
ment of freight and transportation, etc.

I find it also very difficult to get men to enter this service without
giving them some advance to pay their board bills, etc. I still feel

greatly embarrassed about powder and small arms, having been
positively refused these both by the Army and Navy. Upon the

suggestion of Commander Rodgers, I have written to Governor
Morton, of Indiana, and asked him to furnish the gunboat flotilla

with 75,000 pounds powder.
All of which is respectfully submitted to your immediate attention.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Quartermaster-General Meigs,
Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, October 1, 1861.

Snc : I think there will be no active service requiring your services

at present. I will telegraph you if important movements are made.
U._ S. Grant,
Brigadier-General.

Ca;ptain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy.
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[Telegram.

}

St. Louis, October 1, 1861.

Send the rifled cannons to Cairo and not to St. Louis.

A. H. FooTE.

Colonel Symington,
Pittsburg Arsenal.

Letter from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Secretary of War,
regarding the urgent need of funds for the gunboat service.

St. Louis, October 2, 1861.

Sir: Having been selected to command the United States naval

forces on the Western waters for the purpose of cooperating with
the Army under the command of Major-General Fremont, T beg re-

spectfully to ask that funds may be placed in some disbursing officer's

hands, subject exclusively to my orders for the gunboat service.

The want of getting money here from any source for the payment
of officers and crew already attached to this service, the purchase of
stores and clothing, payment of advance to men shipped for this serv-

ice, and many other necessary purchases here for tne outfits of the
same, place me in an embarrassing position, besides absorbing my
time and diverting my attention from the duties with which I am
charged.

I have therefore written a letter to Quartermaster-General Meigs
on this subject, and requested that a quartermaster may be exclusively
detailed for the gunboat service, and that a sum of $75,000 may at
once be placed at his disposal, in order to fulfill my obligations al-

ready entered into on account of this service for the payment of oflS-

cers and crews of gunboats already in commission, and for the pur-
chase of articles immediately required.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Andrew H. Foote,

Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.
Hon. Simon Cameron,

Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.
Conestoga, regarding operations in the Ohio River.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Cairo, October 2, 1861.

Sir: Your telegraphic dispatch to Colonel Jones, or Postmaster,
Evansville, to direct " the Lexington and this vessel to proceed to
Cairo immediately," I received at 2 o'clock a. m., Sunday morning,
while lying at French Island Bar. I arrived here this morning, hav-
ing been nearly four days getting over the bars. The vessel was
lightened o^ everything except the guns.
On Fridy morning (27th), a few hours after we arrived at Owens-

boro, a skiff came down from Cannelton, [Ind.], with reports of dis-
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turbances on the opposite side of the river at Hawesville. Com-
mander Stembel deemed it advisable that this vessel should go up to
the point.

I found a few citizens of foreign birth, miners, at Hawesville, and
nearly the only Union people there, who had crossed to Cannelton
for safety, carrying with them the arms furnished by Government
for their defense, and much alarmed, but, from what I could learn,

of leading citizens of Cannelton, needlessly so. I saw many of the
people of Hawesville and received assurances of the peaceful dis-

position of all parties, as well as of the safety of a few old flintlock

muskets in the place. I feel assured that the principal people of
Hawesville had not contemplated any violence, or breach of the
neighborhood peace, but it is advisable to show a force along that
section of the river from time to time as the secessionists are in the
majority and the public mind much agitated.

There is no Government force there and I was forced out of the
river by falling water, and was, therefore, only able to counsel peace
among neighbors and to give hopes of support to Union men we
were not likely to aflFord on account of a low river.

Several of fcoth parties went up on this boat to Cloverport, where
I met quite a number of citizens of all shades of politics, and, I am
happy to report, found less excitement, the Union party not at all

alarmed, and no arms to invite invasion by marauding parties or

create neighborhood contentions. Companies were being formed
there and in the neighborhood for the Government service.

I returned to Owensboro about midnight. The Lexington left soon
after; I remained till Saturday morning. During the night the river

fell alarmingly; the pilots had considered it safe to remain till

that time, but the sudden increased fall left about 3 inches too little

water for the vessel at the first bar, and the delay caused in getting

over gave time for further falling.

The river is swbllen very much above, so that there is no want of

water now. General Grant, on my reporting to him, at once stated

that he had no special use for the vessel in this neighborhood, and
would prefer that she were above, along the Kentucky shore, and on
his suggestion I telegraphed to you yesterday.

We last evening had a reconnoissance down the river to within 2

miles of the batteries above Columbus. The Jeff Davis, lying a half

mile above, immediately ran down a half mile below the batteries.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivera.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the supply of efficient

officers for the needs of his command.

St. Louis, October 3, 1861.

Sib: I have had several applications from men, and some of them
recommended by the Department, to assist me in fitting out the gun-

boat flotilla.
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I respectfully inform the Department that I have already selected

efficient officers for the several gunboats; and these, with the navy
officers already detailed for this service, are sufficient ; and in fact any
further assistance is not required, but would prove rather embar-
rassing.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Captain,- TJ. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Captain Foote, ZJ. S. Navy, to Assistant Adjutant-General
McKeever, TJ. S. Army, regarding instructions given to the TJ. S. S.

New Era.

St. Louis, October ^, 1861.

Sir: Agreeable to the instructions of the major-general command-
ing, I will instruct the officer commanding the New Era to proceed to

Paducah and report to Brigadier-General Smith, after having landed
the field howitzer, etc., at Cape Girardeau. There is some doubt about
the depth of water, which, of course, must govern the movements
of the gunboat.

It will not be convenient to take the pioneer company aboard the
New Era, as she has hardly accommodations for her own men ; besides,

the water is so low, that the vessel can not run at night, and she will
not be able to leave till late to-morrow.

Very respectfully, yours,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Assistant Adjutant-General McKeever.

Order of Captain Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Porter, TJ. S.
Navy, to assume temporary command of the TJ. S. S. New Era and
proceed to Paducah, Ky.

St. Louis, October 4, 1861.

Sib: You will assume, temporarily, the command of the gunboat
New Era, now in charge of Commander Rodgers, and proceed with
her to Paducah, Ky., and report yourself to General Smith, command-
ing the army division at that place, who will give you further
instructions.

On your passage to Paducah you will touch at Cape Girardeau
and land a howitzer belonging to that port, communicating with the
commanding officer there ; and from thence you will proceed to Cairo
and report yourself to General Grant, commanding the army division
at that point.

In case of an attack being apprehended on Paducah or elsewhere,
you will please inform me immediately by telegraph. You will also
make all communications of a public nature direct to me, at the same
time fully conferring with, and carrying out as far as practicable.
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the views and directions of the commanding general at the post
where you are stationed.

You are fully aware that we are here for the purpose of coopera-
ting with, and under the directions of, the commanding general of
the Western army, and I have no doubt but that we shall prove an
auxiliary power, enabling the army to succeed in an enterprise which
might fail without the naval cooperation.
You will receive with this a copy of a general order for your

guidance.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Gaq)tain^ U. S. Navy, etc.

Commander W. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, TJ. S.
Navy, regarding the obtaining of certain supplies.

St. Louis, October 5, 1861.

Sir: I have received your favor of the 3d instant. I had already
been informed of the disagreeable fact that the drafts had not been
paid, as Captain Tumley had paid out all his money, forgetting his

written certificate to us, to honor our drafts to the amount of $5,000.

I feel highly mortified at such proceedings, and have laid the whole
matter before General Fremont.

I can not furnish you with any funds at present, but I trust that

I will be able to do so in a few days. You may get the lard and coal

oil from Cincinnati, and have the bills sent to St. Louis for payment.
You may discharge Jos. Evans, carpenter's mate, if not in debt to

the Government.
You may make such arrangements for heating your vessel as you

think best, with a due regard to comfort and economy.
Very respectfully,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, TJ. S. Navy.

Commander H. Walke, U. S. Navy,
Commanding TJ. S. Gunboat Tyler, Cairo.

P. S.—You will ship all the men that you can at Cairo for the gun-
boat service. Please to inform all the other commanders at Cairo

to do the same.
A. H. Foote,

Captain, TJ. S. Navy.

Order of Captain Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to Cammander Perry, TJ. S.

Navy to proceed to Cairo, III., and assume charge of ordnance
equipments and stores.

St. Louis, October 5, 1861.

Sir: You will proceed to Cairo and report yourself to General

Grant, commanding that division of the Army, for the purpose of

receiidng and taking charge of ordnance and all other equipments and
stores for the gunboat fiotUla.
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You will have for this purpose, on application to General Grant,

such a portion of the Graham, wharfboat, lying at Cairo, as may be

necessary. You will not deliver any of the stores in your charge to

any person except by a special order of the commanding general or

myself. When the guns arrive, you will be careful to have them
placed in the boat and guarded, as already we find that evil-minded

persons have made attempts to render them useless.

The ordnance equipments and stores arriving at Cairo were never

specially designed for the new gunboats. Any assistance you may
require will be furnished if practicable by the gunboat at Cairo, or,

if necessary, from other sources, at your good discretion. You will

please inform me by telegram whenever any hostile movement is

apprehended, and keep me informed by letter of anything of interest.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Captain, JJ . S. Navy, etc.

Commander Koger Perry, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from Captain Foote, V . S. Navy, to Quartermaster-General
Meigs, U. S. Army, regarding funds required for the gunboat
service.

Sir: The sum of $130,000 is required for the use of the gunboat
service according to the following estimates

:

For ten gunboats, 15,000 men.
For arrears of wages due officers and men of gunboats in commission $12,000
For the payment of advances to recruits and expenses for said service 15,000
For the purchase of clothing 45,000
For the purchase of small stores 8,000
For the purchase of outfits, viz, anchors, chains, hawsers, hammocks,
and bags, coal, engineers 'and carpenters' stores, and other contingent
repairs and supplies 50,000

Total 130,000

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Quartermaster-General Meigs,
Washington D. C.

Engagement between the U. S. gunboats Tyler and Lexington and
Confederate batteries near Columbus, Ky., October 7, 'l861.

Report of Captain Poote, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Commander Waike,
T). S. Navy.

Cairo, III., October 9, 1861.
Sir: I forward herewith a report from Commander Walke, on the

7th instant, of a reconnoissance and skirmish betwen the gunboats
Tyler and Lexington and the rebel batteries near Columbus.
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I proceeded from St. Louis to this place on the 7th instant for the

Suppose of taking another short cruise in the gunboats, but General
rant, the commanding general of the army division, learning that

the rebels were planting masked batteries near his lines, had dis-

patched the gunboats down the river before my arrival, with the
result as shown in the enclosed report.

Having been up to Mound City in the gunboat Lexington since

my arrival, and there inspected three of the new gunboats building,
and having at this place made arrangements for storage of articles

required for the flotilla, and communicated with the commanding
general, who represents everything quiet, I intend returning to

St. Louis to-morrow, and there make further preparations for fitting

out the new gunboats as soon as they are turned over from the con-

tractor's hands.
I am still excedingly embarrassed for want of money, powder, and

small arms, which, if not soon furnished, must prevent the new gun-
boats being fitted out in time for active operations this season.

I have assigned Commander Porter to the command of the new
gunboat New Era, lately fitted out with 9-inch guns, who, with his

boat, arrived here this morning, en route for Paducah. Officers are

thus assigned:
Captain Foote, superintending the preparations for the seven new

gunboats and cruising in the gunboats now in commission when
special service is called for.

Commander Porter, in the New Era.
Commander Stembel, in the Lexington.
Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, in the Conestoga.
Commander Walke, in the Tyler.

These boats are at Paducah, cruising in the Ohio River, and at

Cairo and Mound City, severally, and are ready to be sent to any
other point required.

Conmiander Hazard, shipping men at Cincinnati.

Commander Perry, in charge of wharf boat receiving stores at

Cairo.

Commander Pennock, in charge of receiving ship here.

Commander Winslow, assisting in obtaining stores, etc., from the

East.

ConMnander Kilty, in delicate health, but supervising my work
here in my absence.

Lieutenant Shirk, in the receiving ship.

Lieutenant Wilson, assisting Lieutenant Sanford, the ordnance
officer of the flotilla.

Lieutenant Bishop, the executive officer of the gunboat Tyler.

I am frequently called upon for my views on matters pertaining

to the flotilla by General Fremont, which, with my duties in fitting

out the flotilla or preparing to do so, necessarily keeps me from
being afloat as much as I should otherwise desire.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.
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[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Mound City, October 7, 1861.

Sir: At the request of General Grant, commanding Division
Southeast Missouri, I proceeded down the river with the U. S. gun-
boats Tyler and the Lexington, under Commander Stembel, for the

purpose of reconnoitering the position of the enemy so far as prac-

ticable. When approaching the head of Iron Bluffs [Bank] , we dis-

covered the rebel steamer Jeff Davis, but could not get near enough to

be of effective service. Proceeding on till we came within view of
their batteries, about 2 miles above Columbus, we opened on them
and succeeded in drawing fire from five or six of their batteries, some
of which proved to be mounted with rifled cannon. Several of their

shots passed over us, one of which fell within a few feet of the bow.
Not considering ourselves strong enough to cope with their rifled

cannon, we rounded to and returned to Cairo. When near the front
of Lucas Bend, the Lexington and ourselves fired several shell into
Camp Belmont. They returned fire from their batteries, but subse-
quently seemed to have been silenced, and brought out their fire from
the Kentucky shore.

On our return we brought away two flatboats lying just above
Norfolk and delivered them over to General Grant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers.

Letter from Brigadier-General Grant, IT. S. Army, to Commander Walke, 1J. S.

Kavy, commanding: U. S. S. Tyler, requesting the services of that vesvel.

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, October 6, 1861.

Captain : The services of your gunboat being much required, I will
be much obliged if you will report with her for service in the morning.

EespectfuUy, yours,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain Walke, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat Tyler, Mound City, III.

Order of Brigadier-General qrant, XT. S. Army, to Commander Walke, V. S. Wavy,
to reconlnoiter the position of tl^e enemy.

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, October 7, 1861.

Captain. You will proceed down the river to-day with gunboats
Tyler and Lexington- for the purpose of reconnoitering the position
of the enemy, so far as practicable.
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It has been reported to me that the enemy has a masked battery
some three miles above Columbus, on the Kentucky shore. I do not
credit the report, but it would be desirable to advance cautiously.

Yours, etc.,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Commander H: Walke,
U. S. Gunboat Tyler.]

Report of CommandeT Walke, V. S. B'ayy, commanding V. S. S. Tyler.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Cairo, III., October 7, 1861.

General: Agreeable to your orders of this morning, I proceeded
down the river with the U. S. gunboat Tyler and the Lexington under
Commander Stembel, for the purpose of reconnoitering the position
of the enemy so far as practicable.

When approaching the head of Iron Bluffs [Bank], we saw the
rebel steamer Jeff Davis, but could not get near enough to be of effect-

ive service. Proceeding on till we came in sight of their batteries

about two miles above Columbus, we opened on them and succeeded
in drawing the fires of five of their batteries, some of which proved
to be mounted with rifled cannon.
Four of their shots passed over us, one of them coming within 50

feet of the bow.
Not feeling ourselves strong enough to contend with their rifled

cannon, we rounded to and returned to Cairo.

When near the foot of Lucas Bend, the Lexington and ourselves
fired several shells into Camp Belmont, from which they returned fires

from their batteries, and on our return, just below Norfolk, we
brought away two flatboats, which we deliver subject to your order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

BHgadier-General U. S. Grant,
Commanding 8oxitheastem Missouri District, Cairo.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, of his intended departure for
Cairo, III., for a short time.

St Lotjis, October 7, 1861.

Sir: For the information of General Fremont, commanding the
Western Department of the Army, I inform you that I purpose going
to Cairo this day to attend to matters there requiring my personal
attention. I shall probably return on Wednesday evening.

I am informed by our ordnance officers that our guns sent specially

far the flotilla are being removed from the arsenal to the batteries.

I presume that this is a mistake, and request that you may give such
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orders as will prevent their being used for any purpose except that

for which they were designed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Assistant Adjutant-General Chauncey McKeever,
Headquarters U. S. Army, Western De-partment.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding the enlistment

of men along the Ohio River.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Evansville, October 9, 1861.

Sir: I could enlist about 100 men along the river in this section,

and those generally of a good class. We can not accommodate more
than I have on board ; there is more than a complement already, and
the ship is not provided with anything to serve them.
Can I enlist men and make arrangements for their board till the

number is great enough to send them on to the receiving ship at St.

Louis or to the gunboats at Cairo?
I might take them on board here ; when the number becomes large,

run down to Paducah, and there transfer them to the Government
steamer for Cairo.

I have told numbers of applicants that I should correspond with
you about this matter and would probably be able to answer them in
four or five days.
The Cumberland and Tennessee rivers still remain too low for us

to ascend them.
We returned from Hawesville and Owensboro last evening. There

are reports of trouble still higher up, but not reliable ones.
EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces,

Western Waters, St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, of intended departure for Jef-
ferson City, Mo., for a conference with the commanding general.

St. Louis, Mo., October 9, 1861.
Sir: On my return from Cairo this evening I found a telegram

from General Fremont, requiring me to join him to-morrow at Jeffer-
son City or beyond that place. This I regret, as my time is so im-
portant. I accordingly leave early to-morrow morning to confer with
the general. commanding the Western division of the Army. I am
overpressed with work.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,

T-r /-I -rrr Captain, etc.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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P. S.—I learn with great regret that Commander Hazard, now in

Cincinnati shipping men, is detached. Commander Winslow will

relieve him there. If more good officers are detached, I fear that, with
the press of work, I can not meet the expectations of the Government.

A. H. F.

Letter from Brigadier-Genei'al Grant, U. S. Army, to Commander
Walke, U. S. Navy, requesting the services of a gunboat.

Headquarters District Southeastern Missouri,
Cairo, October 9, 1861.

Captain : I would be pleased to have the services of your gunboat
to-morrow. Can you come down to-night?

Respectfully, vours,
U. S. Grant,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Captain Walke, U. S. Navy,

Comm.anding Gunboat A. 0. Tyler, Mound City, III.

Report of Commander Kilty, U. S. Xary, announcing the expii'ation

of the contract for the building of gunboats.

St. Louis, October 10, 1861.

Sir: I have been instructed by Captain Foote, who has gone to

Jefferson City, to inform the Department that the time within which

the seven gunboats were by contract to have been finished expires

to-day and that the boats are not yet completed.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Kilty,
Commander.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Insti^uctions from Major-General Fremont, commanding, to Captain

Foote, U. S. Navy, to ass^ime exclusive control of fleet of trans-

port steamers.

Headquarters Western Department,

Cajnp Asboth, near Tipton, Mo., October 11, 1861.

Sir: Major-General Fremont directs that the fleet of transport

steamei-s shall be under your exclusive control and direction, when-

ever you shall desire to assume command thereof. No obstacle of any

kind is to prevent your moving with part or the whole of your fleet,

whenever in vour discretion it may be necessary.

Instructions will be given to Major Allen, quartermaster, U. S.

Armv, at St. Louis, to meet prompdy your requisitions, and Mr. Gates

will be ordered to report to vou for duty. Captain Callender, ord-

nance corps, will be ordered" to fill vour requisitions, and Captain

McKeever, assistant adjutant-general, will also be directed to see that



366 NAVAL. FOBCES ON WESTERN WATEBS.

all your wants are met. Captain McKeever will discharge suitable

men in the ranks wishing to enlist in the Navy.
Respectfully,

J. H. Eaton,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain A. H. Foote.

Order from Major-Genreal Fremont., commanding., to Captain Foote,

U. S. Navy, to assume command of the entire floating expedition

down the Mississippi River.

Headquarters Western Department,
Camp near Tipton, October 11, 1861.

Sir: You will officer, man, and equip, with all possible dispatch,

not only the twelve gunboats proper, designed for the Mississippi
Flotilla, but in addition to them you will take charge of and prepare
for immediate active service, likewise, the mortar boats, propellers,

transports, etc., belonging to the entire floated expedition down the
Mississippi River ; and you will also consider yourself in charge of,

and commanding, this expedition.

J. C. Fremont,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, West Department, St. Louis.

Report of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.
Tyler, regarding convoy duty performed by that vessel and the
U. S. S. Lexington.

U. S. Gunboat Ttlee,
Mound City, October 12, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on yesterday morning, at the
request of General Grant, I proceeded down the Mississippi as far as
Hunter's farm with the gunboats Tyler and Lexington, under Com-
mander Stembel, as convoy to the Aleck Scott, with a regiment under
Colonel Lawler on board, and a flatboat in tow. Colonel Lawler took
a quantity of cord wood in charge, after which we all returned to
Cairo.

The rebel stem-wheel steamer remained in sight at the foot of
Lucas Bend out of gunshot a good part of the time, but we made
no demonstration and expended no ammunition.
On my return I made a verbal report to General Grant, and

repaired immediately to this city.

Very respectfully, etc.,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.
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Order of Commander Kilty, TJ. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Phelps, U. S.

Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Gonestoga, regarding the shipping of
m,en on the Ohio River.

St. Louis, October 12, 1861.

Sir : I have received your letter of the 9th instant, about shipping
men for gunboat service; also your requisitions for clothing.

As regards the shipping of men, you are authorized to ship as many
as you can accommodate on board your vessel, or as many as you can
send to Cairo or St. Louis, The Governihent will pay for their trans-

portation. The men should be sent in charge of some responsible per-

son, and on their arrival be immediately transferred to the squadron
at Cairo or to the receiving ship Nebraska, here.

Your requisition for clothing will be attended to in due time.

I have also received an application from your pilot, Mr. A. M.
Jordan, asking for leave of absence ; this matter will be referred

to Captain Foote on his arrival.

Very respectfully, etc.,

A. H. KiLTT,
Commanding Officer pro tem.

Lieutenant S. L. Phelps,
Commanding TJ. S. Gunboat Conestoga, Evansville, \^Ind.'].

Report of Commander Winslow, TJ . S. Navy, regarding the charter

of the steamer Emerald.

Cincinnati, October H, 1861.

Sir : I enclose herewith contract agreed upon for charter of the

steamboat Emerald. Captain Williamson will offer for freight up

to the 19th and sail for St. Louis, to be ready to hand over the steam-

boat on the 25th instant.

I consider the charter to be very favorable to the Government. The

boat is well equipped for a winter service, and will berth, by using the

hold, some five or six hundred men.

I can not report any success in shipping. We have as yet shipped

but one man, and the result proves that the many stories circulated of

the number of men who could be obtained have come from interested

parties, who now qualify their representations by stating if they

could obtain an ofScer's situation they would bring men, etc. I have

no hopes that the future in this respect will be more propitious than

the past. Under these circumstances I beg leave to ask your instruc-

tions for my guidance.
Respectfully, etc.,

J. A. WiNSLOW,
Commander.

Captain A. H. Foote.



368 NAVAIi FORCES ON WESTEBN WATEKS.

Order of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Winslow, U. S.

Navy, to close the rendezvous at Cincinnati.

St. Louis, October 15, 1861.

Sir: I have your letter of the lith instant, in relation to the con-

tract of the boat, which is to be delivered to us by the 25th instant,

which is approved ; also stating the ill success in shipping men.

You may close the rendezvous for shipping men, so as to return for

duty here by the time the newly chartered steamer leaves for this

place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Commander J. A. Winslow, U. S. Navy,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Letter fro7n Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Quartermaster-General
Meigs, ZJ. S. Army, requesting instructions in view of expiration

of contract time for constr%iction of vessels.

St. Louis, October 15, 1861.

Sm : On the 10th instant the time specified in the contract for the
completion of the seven new gunboats expired, and the boats were not
ready for delivery. I ask for further instructions in relation to

receiving these boats. I was absent from the city, in camp with
General Fremont at Tipton on the 10th instant by his order, else

I should have reported this matter when the time specified for the
delivery of the gunboats had expired.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Captain, V . S. Navy, etc.

Quartermaster-General Meigs,
Was?iington, D. C.

Letter from Captain Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Fremont,
ZJ. S. Army, requesting tenders foi' the gunboats.

St. Louis, October 16, 1861.

Sir: When the gunboats now on the stocks are completed, there
will be twelve in number. It will be a great accommodation and
render the boats more eflfective if we can have one small propeller as
a tender for three of the gunboats. Therefore I respectfully request
that we may be provided with four of these propellers as tenders to
the twelve gunboats.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Captain, V. S. Navy, etc.

Major-General Fremont,
Commanding Army of the West.
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Letter from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Captain CaUender, U. S.
Army, introducing the ordnance officer of the flotilla.

St. Louis, October 16, 1861.

Sir: Lieutenant Sanford, ordnance officer of the flotilla, to whom.
I wish to introduce you, will, by direction of General Fremont,
through me, have to consult with you occasionally in reference to the
ordnance equipment of the flotilla. This flotilla belongs to the Army
and will have to look to the Army for its stores, etc., and you will
much oblige me by aiding the views of General Fremont as far as it

lies in your power. General Fremont has given me written authority
to call on officers here and at Cairo for such things as I deem neces-
sary, and has informed me that he will give directions to officers of
different departments to that effect.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Captain Callender, U. S. Army,
St. Louis Arsenal,

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, October 16, 1861.

Say to General Grant that the Montgomery will not answer for our
stores, and that I hope that he will let us have the wharf boat Gra-
ham, as the commissary can be accommodated on shore better than
we can be. Have the articles and stores contracted for well exam-
ined, and send me a list of things received.

A. H. FooTE.
Commander Roger Perry,

Cairo, III.

Letter from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Fremont,
tl. S. Army, regarding the manning of the mortar boats.

St. Louis, October 16, 1861.

General: I find that nothing has been done of late toward pre-

paring the mortar boats, but we have written to Pittsburg to go on
with them as fast as possible, and intend to have them ready as soon
as the boats are prepared for them. I am making arrangements to

clothe and provision the men which these mortar boats will require,

and for this purpose it will be necessary to call upon the -A-rmy for

men, and also for some experienced officers, as we have barely officers

sufficient to command our gunboats proper.

I propose that the men attached to the mortar boats and vessels

towing them shall be served rations and clothing under the Army
Regulations, while we in the gunboats keep our accounts, rations,

clothing, etc., according to navy forms; otherwise the two branches

N w B—VOL 22 24
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will clash, and, in fact, now there is no time nor means to have the

mortar service organized on the plan of the gunboats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

Major-General Fremont,
Commanding Army of the West.

Captain, TJ. S. Navy, etc.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, October 17, 1861.

General Grant states that he has all available storage and store

occupied. [To] give us the wharf boat would oblige him to place all

commissary stores on the wharf, unprotected from the weather. Are

the ten rifled cannon intended for us ?

Roger Perrt,
Commander, TJ. S. Navy.

Commodore A. H. Foote,
Planter^s House.

Letter from Captain Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Perry, TJ. S.

Navy, regarding the need of the wharf boat for prompt equipment

of vessels at Cairo.

St. Louis, October 18, 1861.

' Sir : I have received your telegram of yesterday, stating that Gen-
eral Grant says that all available storage on shore is occupied, and
that if he should give us the wharf boat the commissary stores must
be turned out on the wharf unprotected.

In reply I have to inform you that I have written to General Fre-
mont, and referred the matter to his decision. We must have our
stores afloat, and the steamer Montgomery, chartered by General
Grant, is considered unsafe as a depot for that purpose.
We ought to have every facility rendered us to equip with dis-

patch our boats at Cairo, which can not be done unless we have the
Graham, wharf boat, as originally intended. I make the statement,
that you may show it to General Grant, and thus relieve myself from
the responsibility of any detention in fitting out the gunboats at

Cairo, so far as it may occur in consequence of being deprived of the
boat originally intended for that purpose.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Captain, TJ. S. Navy, etc.

Commander R. Perry, U. S. Navy,
Cairo, III.
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Report x>f Lieutenant Phelps^ V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Conestoga, regarding service performed hy that vessel in Ten-
nessee and Cumberland rivers.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, October 18, 1861.

Sik: I deem it proper to make a report to you of the service in
which this vessel has been engaged since its return from Cairo, on
the 2d instant, to resume duty at Paducah and on the rivers above.
On the 3d I went up the Tennessee, by General Smith's request, as

far as the stage of water would permit, and on the 4th proceeded up
the Ohio, and was employed between Henderson and Hawesville tiU
the 11th, when I returned to this place. On the following day we
ascended the Tennessee River to near Fort Henry, where we lay over-
night. The next morning I examined the fort carefully at a distance
of from 2 to 2J miles, the rebels not opening fire upon us. One mile
below a small body of men had fired at the vessel with small arms,
but a shot put an end to further demonstrations of the kind.

The fortification is quite an extensive work and armed with heavy
guns, mounted en barbette, and garrisoned by a considerable force.

It is situated about 1^ miles- above the head of Panther Creek Island
and where the Tennessee State line leaves the right bank and crosses

the river. There is no channel upon one side of the island (western),

and a narrow and somewhat crooked one upon the other, which con-

tinues so till within a mile of the fort, where the water becomes of a
good depth from bank to bank, some 600 yards.

It is credibly reported that the rebels, at a point 5 miles above the

fort, are converting three steamers into gunboats and are plating them
with iron. There are extensive ironworks on the river. They have
one of the finest and fastest steamers in the West—the Eastman. If

desirable, it will be an easy matter to render their boats almost useless

by obstructing the river channel in a narrow spot a few miles above
this city. General Smith has spoken of doing this.

On the 14th instant I entered the^ Cumberland and ascended it 60

miles, where the water became shoal, and then dropped down to

anchor overnight at Eddyville, a strong secession town and a neigh-

borhood where Union men have been driven from their homes. It

was reported the rebels were building a battery below the town. I

found it necessary to use strong language to the citizens in regard to

the persecution of Union people. The more active secessionists fled:

I returned here on the night of 15th and on the 16th took General

Smith up the Tennessee some miles.

I yesterday again ascended that river to Aurora, where the State

road from Columbus east, passing through Hopkinsyille, etc., crosses

the river, and seized the steam ferryboat Henry, bringing it to this

post. It is evident that each time this boat is shown along these rivers

there is an increased confidence and sense of security on the part of

Union people.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, V. S. Navy.-

Commander A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers.
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Report of Brigadier-General Smith, U. 8. Army, giving informa-
tion regarding- Fort Henry, obtained from a reconnaissance by
Lieutenant Phelps, commanding U. S. S. Conestoga.

Paducah, Ky., October 16, 1861.

Sir: A few days since the gunboat Conestoga (Captain Phelps),
went up the Tennessee to Fort Henry. He describes it as a respecta-

ble earthwork, mounting heavy guns, with outworks, and a garrison
of probably 1,700 to 1,800.

Since then I have learned from three different sources that the
number of guns is 20 and the garrison 2,000 ; that they are construct-
ing three gunboats, iron plated, to mount heavy ordnance, and ex-

pect to attack this place, aided by a land force from different direc-

tions. The old scheme.
I went up the Tennessee this morning in the Conestoga to the

Chain of Rocks. I can render the gunboats useless to the enemy
hereafter, if need be, by sinking at this place two or three coal barges
filled with stone.

To-morrow the gunboat will go up again to secure a ferryboat
about 40 miles up the Tennessee, used by the enemy from time to
time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. F. Smith,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Assistant Adjutant-Genehal,
Headquarters Department of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Commander Porter, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke,
V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Tyler, to proceed to New Cale-
donia on towing duty.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

0-ff Cairo, III., October 18, 1861.
Sir: You will proceed up the Ohio as far as New Caledonia and

there take possession of the hull of a new steamer. Tow her to
Cairo and deliver her over to General Grant, commanding Division
Southeast Missouri.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. D. Porter,

^ , ^ Commander, U. S. Navy.
Commander Henry Walke,

Commanding Gunboat Tyler.

Reports of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. 8.
Tyler, of reconnoissance in the Mississippi River, October 18,1861.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Off Cairo, October 19, 1861.

Sm: Yesterday morning, at the request of General Grant, I made
a reconnoissance down the Mississippi as far as Beckwith's farm,
fared one shell over the point opposite the Iron Bank; rounded to
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fired one shell each in Beckwith's and Hunter's cornfields, and
returned.

The general was apprehensive that the vessels were moving up the
river, but I saw no indications of a change of position since my last
reconnoissance. Commander Porter accompanied me, and on my
return to Cairo gave me a written order to proceed to New Caledonia,
up the Ohio, and take the hull of a new steamer being built there
and bring her to Cairo. I did so, but she was in a sinkmg condition
by the time I landed her at the wharf boat, her hull notl)eing suffi-

ciently calked to prevent her taking in water. I turned her over to
General Grant. We reached Cairo about 7.30 o'clock.

I would like to enlarge the two bow ports to give our guns a wider
range. As they are at present, it would be impossible to fire directly
ahead.

I saw General Grant this morning, and he expressed himself well
pleased with our reconnoissance yesterday.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walose,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters, St. Louis.

U. S. GtJNBOAT Ttler,
Cairo, III., October 18, 1861.

General : Agreeable to your verbal instructions of this morning, I
proceeded down the Mississippi to reconnoiter.

When near the Iron Bank, I threw a shell over the opposite point,

rounded to, threw one shell each in Beckwith's and Hunter's corn-

fields ; could not discover any indications of the presence of the rebels

or change of position on their part since our last reconnoissance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commiander, V. S. Navy.

Genei'al Grant,
Com/manding Division Soiitlieast Missouri, Cairo.

Re-port of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the transfer iy
Major-General Fremont, U. S. Army, of the entire floating force to

his command.
St. Louis, October 19, 1861.

Dear Sir : About a week since General Fremont turned over to me
38 mortar boats, or scows for mortars, also the transport steamers

and pretty much all floated vessels, directly, or collaterally, to be
connected with the river expedition, all in a bad state.

These mortar boats will require 1,000 men. I am now turning my
attention to them, assisted by Commander Pennock, who is highly

efficient and an officer quite essential to me. It at once occurred to

me to keep this force as distinct as possible from the gunboats, to

retain and clothe them per Army Regulations. I thus applied for a
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quartermaster for this branch of my command, which has been

granted me ; we are at work in this new field.

I am informed that Captain Howard, of the Revenue Service, has
two or three hundred men ready to come out here. I would suggest

that he be ordered to bring them out here and to go on board these

mortar boats, probablj' in charge under my control, when the ex-

pedition is ready. We will get, if possible, some army officers to go
with the men, oi whom many or most will come from the Army (sol-

diers), as we are and will be wanting more men than we have for

our gunboats proper.

I intended to have written you a long letter, but a headache pre-

vents it. We are progressing systematically, but our difficulties are
legion, though I hope not insuperable.

We have now only 100 men shipped for the gunboats. The en-
closed letter from Commander Winslow shows the difficulties of
obtaining men in Cincinnati. I have therefore ordered him to close

the rendezvous there and proceed to Cleveland for recruiting.

I shall probably spend part of the next week in Cairo, for the in-

spection of matters there, and perhaps take a little cruise in the
gunboats.

Very respectfully and truly, yours,

A. H. FooTE.
G. V. Fox, Esq.,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Pennock, U. S.
Navy, to assume command as fleet captain during the absence of
the form,er.

St. Loins, October 20, 1861.
Sir : As I am, so much of my time, occupied absent from this place,

where the work is pressing, I appoint you as acting fleet captain
temporarily, to perform such duties as require immediate attention.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Commander A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
St. Louts, Mo.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Con-
estoga, regarding the seizure in the Cumberland River of two flats
loaded with flour.

U. S. Gunboat Conbstoga,
Paducah, Ky., October 20, 1861.

Sir : Last evening I proceeded up the Cumberland River and, meet-
ing a rise above Eddyville, was enabled to pass the shoals (where I
have heretofore been forced to turn back) and reached the State line
ot lennessee. Nine miles below this line, at about 1 o'clock a. m , I
found two flats loaded with flour, which were from Canton, and
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undoubtedly being hauled up for a Tennessee market, if not for trans-
portation to supply rebel troops at Bowling Green. When I reached
them the boats were abandoned.

I seized them and have brought them to this place. General
Smith has sent them to General Grant, at Cairo, to be delivered to the
U. S. civil authorities, and directed me to make a report of the cir-

cumstances of the seizure to General Grant, which I have done.
It is currently reported and believed that the Tennessee authorities

have prepared barges loaded with stone to sink in the river at the
head of Line Island, where the channel is narrow, and have three guns
from Fort Donelson near Dover, ready to plant above it to defend the
obstruction. I think the report is to be credited.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Commander A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, ^Western Rivers.

Report of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, regarding measures to defeat
the construction of Confederate ironclads in the Tennessee River.

St. Lodis, Mo., Octoher 21, 1861.

Sir: From information received from Lieutenant Commanding
Phelps, of the gunboat Conestoga, at Paducah, Ky., I have reason to
believe that there are three ironclad gunboats being built on the Ten-
nessee River.

I shall, therefore, proceed to Paducah this day and confer with
General Smith, commanding that division of the Army, and there take
such measures as may be deemed most advisable to counteract the
designs of the rebels.

I shall also spend a day or two in Cairo, 111., in inspecting stores,

and making the necessary arrangements for equipping the new gun-
boats soon to be sent to Cairo, four of which are now building here
and the remaining three at Mound City on the Ohio River. I pro-

pose returning to this place at the close of the month or before, where
my presence is essential to preparing outfits and stores for the gun
and niortar boats.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Request of Brigadier-General Grant, U. S. Army, for convoy for

steamer Belle Memphis.

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, October 22, 1861.

Captain: The steamer Belle Memphis will start soon for below.

Will you please, when you see her start, convoy her ?

Yours,' etc.,

[Captain Walke.]
U. S. Grant,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Report of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, regarding affairs on the Ohio
River.

Paducah, Ky., October 23, 1861.

Sir: As intimated in my letter to the Department of the 21st

instant, I left St. Louis that day for Cairo, and from thence yester-

day proceeded to Mound City, there communicated with the gunboat
New Era, Commander Porter, and arrived at this place in the

evening.

Matters are comparatively quiet here. The Lexington, gunboat.
Commander Stembel, now here, will to-night run up the Tennessee
River for the purpose of bringing to this place one or two companies
of loyal Kentucky troops (mostly without arms) and will remain
here until I can send up the New Era to take her place, which vessel

will blockade the Tennessee Eiver, prepared to encounter the two or
three rebel gunboats said to be ready or quite completed, referred to in
my letter of the 21st instant. This river, in view of the rebel gun-
boats, is now probably the most valuable point near Paducah.

I am on good terms with the army officers, but they give us less

accommodation for storage than we require, which, however, I shall
be able to correct in my next interview with General Grant, com-
manding at Cairo, for which place I leave this day.
As my services will for the next two weeks, and perhaps even

longer, be especially required in Sc. Louis, where four of the gun-
boats and thirty-eight mortar boats are building, besides the prepa-
ration of ordnance and other stores, I shall proceed to that place,
occasionally coming down to the gunboats, as required, as soon as I
can make satisfactory arrangements with the army for the reception
of ordnance stores and equipments at Cairo, at which point all are
centering as the place where the naval forces must rendezvous pre-
viously to going down the river.

I find many serious obstacles in the progress of our work, to say
nothing of the past want of credit and money ; but I am untiring in
my exertions to overcome them and strongly hope that early in De-
cember we shall have as an efficient flotilla as could have been impro-
vised with such a mixed battery of gunboats, constructed in a section
of country where the people are so unfamiliar with naval wants.
The gunboat Conestoga is now still farther up the Ohio Eiver; the

Tyler is stationed at Cairo; the New Era repairing at Mound City;
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and the Lexington^ Commander Stembel, as already stated, will pro-
ceed up the Tennessee River this evening, and after which will return
to Cairo on the arrival of the New Era, which vessel will remain here
for the purpose" of watching the rebel gunboats and affording such
other protection as the interests of the Government require.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Captain, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Porter, U. S.
Navy, comm^anding U. S. S. New Era, to proceed to Paducah, Ky.,
for the purpose of blockading the Tennessee River.

Cairo, III., October 23, 1861.

Sib : You will proceed to Paducah with the gunboat New Era and
report to General Smith, commanding that division of the Army,
with whom you will confer about blockading the Tennessee River,

with the view of preventing the egress of gunboats reported to be
preparing up that river. General Smith will assign such service to

the CoTiestoga upon her return from up the Ohio River as he may
deem best. I have requested him to order her to guard the new
gunboats at Mound City unless diflBculties up the Ohio River require

her presence there. I have directed Commander Stembel to proceed
to Cairo on your relieving him at Paducah, and there to assist in re-

ceiving and storing the ordnance equipments and stores for the new
gunboats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Commander W. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat New Era, Mound City, III.

P. S.—I hope you will be able to reach Paducah soon, where you

will have a good clijance to try your guns, in case the rebel steamers

show themselves.
A. H. F.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Porter, V. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. New Era, to proceed to Paducah as

ordered by the comm,anding general.

Cairo, October 23, 1861.

My Dear Captain : I have your note.* If we had control of mat-

ters here I would like to act toward the enemy, but we are only a

force under orders from .the commanding army officer of the West,

and we can not move except under instructions from that source. I

am therefore under the necessity of saying that you will have to pro-

ceed to-day to Paducah and report to General Smith, agreeably to

*Not found.
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the orders I gave you yesterday. General Fremont has specially

directed your vessel to go to Paducah, and General Smith has been

expecting her there.

You have satisfactory reasons for not yet having reached there,

according to General Fremont's orders, to which I believe I referred

in my order to you, given at St. Louis. Thus, you see, as much as I

might like your proposition, I can not for a moment feel authorized

to divert your vessel from the place to which she has been ordered.

I would gladly myself take the three gunboats and go down to

Columbus with a military force had I the authority to do it, but as

it is, we must wait the action of the military.

In haste, very truly, yours,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Commander W. D. Porter.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Conestoga, regarding ineffectual expedition below Shawneetown, III.,

and proposed descent upon Confederate force near Eddyville, Ky.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, October 25, 1861.

Sir : In obedience to your order by telegraph to Evansville of the

23d instant, I arrived here at daylight this morning. I did not re-

ceive the dispatch till noon yesterday, having gone down below
Shawneetown, in hopes of taking prisoners some seventy K. G. C.'s,

about leaving Illinois to join the rebels in Kentucky. The person
who had gone out to ascertain exactly the movements of these people,

and who had joined their order for this purpose, failed to return,

and I, therefore, could effect nothing.
General Smith has detailed 300 men, infantry, whom I am to take

up the Cumberland to-night to make a descent upon a body of rebel

cavalry near Eddyville, Ky.
I wrote you some time since about clothing, hammocks, bags, etc.,

and beg leave to ask your attention to these matters. Many of the
men suffer from want of proper clothing, and shoes especially, the
weather having become quite cold along these streams.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, October 26, 1861.
Mr. Eads, the contractor, informs me that he shall stop his work to-

night on the gunboats for want of funds. What shall I do in the
premises ?

A. H. Foote,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

General Meigs, Washington, D. C.
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Expedition to Eddyville, Ky., October 26-28, 1861.

Seport of lieutenant Phelps, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Conestoga.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, Ky., October 28, 1861.

Sir: On the afternoon of the 26th instant, by order of General
Smith, I left this place in company with the steamer Lake Erie, No. 2,
on board of which were three companies of the Ninth Illinois Regi-
ment, under command of Major Phillips, and proceeded up the Cum-
berland Eiver. upon an expedition to surprise a rebel camp near
Eddyville, Ky., and have the honor to make known to you that the
result was in the main successful.

I proceeded, with Major [J. J.] Phillips on board, in advance to
Smithland to procure guides and pilots, expecting that the transport
would not approach the wharf boat, but the captain ran her to it,

which rendered a change of plans necessary and caused the force to
reach the rebel camp at a later hour than was designed. The dis-

tance from Smithland to Eddyville by land is not half that by water,
and the rebels have a complete system of runners established in that
section of country. The transport was therefore sent up the Ohio a
few miles and the Conestoga followed an hour later with two heavy
barges in tow. These were cast off on reaching the transport, which
was then taken in tow with all lights out, fires screened and engines
stopped, by which precautions we succeeded in dropping down to

Smithland and passing into the Cumberland without it being, in the

darkness of the night, suspected that we had the steamer in tow.

The two boats, after passing up to a safe distance, made all speed up
the narrow and crooked stream, but did not reach and disembark the

troops at the point selected, 2 miles below Eddyville, till 3 : 30 o'clock

a. m. i then had the transport moved to near the town and con-

cealed behind a wooded point, while this boat was quietly anchored

off the main street, as had been done several times before in the past

few weeks.
As soon as I felt satisfied that Major Phillips had had time to

reach the rebel camp, a march of 7 miles over an exceedingly rough

country and in lanes and footpaths, and that information of the

force was reaching the citizens, I threw a force on shore and sur-

rounded the town with picket guards to prevent the escape of rebel

citizens or the entrance and concealment of refugees from the rebel

camp.
About 10 o'clock a. m. Major Phillips reached town with a number

of prisoners, horses, wagons, arms, etc. He had got to within 400

yards of the enemy, after daylight, before being discovered, when
the rebels formed in line. Our troops were moved at a double quick

to within 100 yards when they delivered their fire and charged

bayonets upon the rebels, who 'broke and fled in every direction,

leaving 7 killed on the field. Two of our soldiers were severely

wounded and one or two slightly so, among these a captain of a

company.
• x j t-.jj -n

I seized a flatboat belonging to a noted secessionist of Hiddyville,

and it waffreighted with the prisoners and plunder and towed to this

place. The horses and mules were first placed on the wharf boat at

the town, also secession property, but it was found to be leaky and
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rotten for towing, when the animals were put on board the transport

and 100 of the troops transferred to the Gonestoga. There were taken

in the rebel camp and brought to this place, which we returned to

last evening, 24 prisoners, 7 negroes, 34 horses, 11 mules, 2 transport

wagons, a large number of saddles, muskets, rifles, shotguns, sabers,

knives, etc. A number of valuable horses were unavoidably killed

in the skirmish at the camp. . -i

Eddyville is 62 miles from Paducah, and the camp was 4 miles

back of the town at a place known as Saratoga Springs, and we were

absent from Paducah twenty-nine hours.

Major Phillips and the volunteers deserve the greatest credit for

this successful daylight surprise.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant.

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, V. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers.

Eeport of Brigadier-General Smith, U. S. Army, commanding at Paducah, Ky.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Paducah, Ky., October 31, 1861.

Sir : Learning that a body of rebel cavalry were stationed at Sara-

toga, a small village about 4 miles from Eddyville, on the Cumber-
land Kiver, and were harassing the loyal inhabitants, I detached on
the steamer Lake Erie three companies of the Ninth Illinois Regiment
(some 300 men) , under command of Major Phillips, of the same regi-

ment, to capture or destroy them. The U. S. gunboat Conestoga,

Lieutenant S. L. Phelps, commanding, accompanied the detachment
and rendered efficient assistance. The party landed a few miles below
Eddyville, and after a toilsome march of some 12 miles, the ground
being broken and rugged, made a partial surprise of the enemy, about
160 in number, who were in line and dismounted. Major Phillips

advanced upon them at a double-quick step, and after firing a volley

charged with the bayonet, when the enemy broke and fled. The
result was the killing of some 7 of the rebels, including their captain
[M. D.] (Wilcox) , and wounding others as they made off, besides kill-

ing a number of valuable horses. Three of our party were severely
though not dangerously wounded.
Major Phillips reports the capture of twenty odd prisoners, 30

horses, 8 mules, 2 wagons, with harness, bridles, etc., 30 muskets, sev-
eral rifles and shotguns.
The expedition seems to have been conducted with good judgment,

spirit, and energy, and will no doubt have a good effect on the other
side of the Cumberland.

I enclose copies of the reports of Major Phillips and Lieutenant
Phelps, commanding the Conestoga.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. F. Smith,
Brigadier-General, Coihmanding.

The Assistant Adjutant-General,
Headquarters Western Department, St. Louis, Mo.
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Keport of Major PhiUlps, Ninth IlUnols Infantry.

Headquarters Ninth Regiment III. Vols.,
Paducah, Ky., October 27, 1861.

Sir : I have to report that, in obedience to Special Orders, No. —

.

viz:

Special Ordebs, 1 Headquabteks Fibst Brigade U. S. Fobces,
^'o- —

•

J Paducah, Ky., October 25, 1861.
In obedience to Special Orders, No. 71, from headquarters, three full com-

panies of the Ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, under command of Major
Phillips, of the Ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, with rations for two days,
will parade at General Smith's headquarters fifteen minutes before 4 o'clock
p. m., for detached service. The commanding officer will report in person to the
commanding general for orders.
By order of Brigadier-General E. A. Paine

:

Emil Adam,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral.

I left the headquarters of the Ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers
with three full companies of the Ninth Regiment, viz, Company B,
Captain Kueffner; Company H, Captain Armstrong; Company I,

Captain Robinson. Details were made from other companies in this
regiment to supply the place of those on duty from said companies,
to give each company the full complement of men, and were paraded
at the hour specified in the order in front of the headquarters of
Brigadier-General Smith, from whence, in obedience to his order, wo
marched aboard of the steamer Lake Erie, and left the wharf at
Paducah at 4:30 o'clock p. m. on the 25th instant, followed by the
gunboat Conestoga, Captain Phelps, commanding, to Smithland.
At Smithland the gunboat was sent in advance of the steamer Lake

Erie up the Cumberland River to New Forge Landing, about 45 miles
from the mouth of the Cumberland River, where we arrived about 3
a. m. of the 26th instant. The landing was effected with dispatch,
Company B in advance, followed by Company H, Company I bring-
ing up the rear. Great precaution was taken to prevent the knowl-
edge of the landing of troops being carried in advance of their march,
and by taking an unfrequented road, we marched about 3 miles to

a point almost due west from Eddyville, 3 miles distant. We then
marched up the bed of a dry branch about 5 miles to the north, where
we left the branch, and marched about 5 miles to the Princeton and
Eddyville road, intersecting it at a point about 600 yards north of

the village of Saratoga, at which place we expected to find an en-

campment of rebel cavalry, under Captain Wilcox. Our skirmishers

succeeded in surrounding and capturing the rebel pickets without
firing a gun, and the advance of our troops was unsuspected by the

rebels until we wheeled in column in platoon in the lane in full view,

600 yards distant from their camp, at about 7 o'clock a. m. They, to

the number of about 160 men, dismounted, immediately formed in

line, awaiting our attack until we advanced within 200 yards of their

line. We, when first coming in sight, having charged on them at the

double-quick, they commenced an irregular fire when we were at the

distance of 300 yards, but at our approach broke for their horses,

though many took shelter behind fences, trees, or houses. We charged

to within 50 yards, halted, delivered a volley, and then charged bayo-

net, driving them from the houses and from their place of cover, and
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they then fled in every direction—some on foot, others on horseback.

An occasional firing was kept up for half an hour or more. Six of

their men were left dead and one mortally wounded. Several others

were seen to ride off clinging to their horses, and were wounded.
We took as prisoners Lieutenant J. F. Gibson, A. N. Bosarth, Eli

Drennan, D. W. Gore, W. W. Hampton, Morton Eucker, Samuel
Pearce, Joseph Parsons, George M. Coffer, James H. Roberts, Wash-
ington Rucker, Leroy Watson, R. F. Frezell, Robert L. Beck, George
E. Crumbough, Joseph I. Hall, James S. Scott, E. Yion, James Glass,

Andrew Duncan, and W^illiam Jinkins. We also captured at the
camp of the rebels about 30 horses, 10 mules, about 40 saddles, about
30 bridles, 8 mule harness, 2 wagons, about 30 muskets, several rifles,

and several shotguns. We also took as prisoners near the place of
action James Stom, James N. Glasgow, and G. W. Hyatt, who live

near our line of march, to prevent their giving information and be-
cause of their avowal of sympathy with the rebels. C. F. Jenkins, a
notorious secessionist, was arrested near, and he had a son in the en-
campment. We also found with them several negroes, viz, Charlie,
Onell, Willis, Melton, Ben, Jo, and Watson, all or whpm and which
we now have here.

Our wounded were Captain Kueffner, of Company B, slightly
wounded with a buckshot; Corporal Gribling, of Company B, se-

verely with a buckshot, and Private Gatewood, of Company K, who
was serving in Company H, severely wounded with a rifle ball.
Among the killed of the rebels was Captain Wilcox, who commanded
the company.
Too much praise can not be given the men for the spirit and

energy with which they made the difficult and laborious march, as
well as their coolness and bravery during the fight, and where praise
is alike due to all, it is difficult to discriminate. The commanding
officer of the detachment is under great obligations to Captain Phelps,
of the gunb9at Conestoga, for his assistance in facilitating the land-
ing of the troops and captured property and prisoners.
We arrived from Eddyville on the steamer Lake Erie and gun-

boat Conestoga, with prisoners and captured property, at Paducah
at 8 o'clodc p. m. .of the 26th instant.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jesse J. Phillips,
Major, Ninth Illinois Volunteers.

Lieutenant-Colonel [August] Mersy,
Commanding Ninth Illinois Volunteers.

Report of CaptainJoote, U. S. Navy, commending the conduct of lieutenant
Phelps, V. S. Navy, and Major Phillips, V. S. Army, of the expedition.

St. Louis, October 30, 1861.
Sir: The Conestoga, Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, has again

been up the Tennessee [Cumberland] River as far as Eddyville, 62
miles distant from Paducah, with three companies of the Illinois
regiment, under command of Major Phillips, and conjointly they have
had a handsome and successful skirmish, in which the rebels broke
and fled m every direction, leaving 7 dead on the field. Our casual-
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ties consisted of 2 soldiers severely wounded and a few slightly so,
among them a captain of a company.
Twenty-four prisoners were taken from the enemy, also 7 negroes,

31 horses, 11 mules, 2 transportation wagons, a large number of sad-
dles, muskets, rifles, shotguns, sabers, knives, etc.

Lieutenant Commanding Phelps and the officers and crew of the
Conestoga, as well as Major Phillips and his men, are deserving of
the highest credit for their bearing in this expedition.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Hon. Gideon "Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Supplemental report of Lientenant Fhelps, U. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S.

Conestoga.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Cairo, III., October 29, 1861.

Sir: I arrived here last night with this vessel, having the barge
Kentucky in tow. I seized this barge, which was lying in the Cum-
berland Eiivier, 5 miles above Smithland, as the property of a com-
pany in Memphis, Tenn.

If calked the barge would be very useful for the transportation of
supplies or coal, being of good model and large carrying capacity.
Her deck has been shored up to bear heavy freights of stone.

I came down in obedience to an order of General Smith, given in
accordance with your wish, directing me to go to Mound City to pro-
tect the gunboats building there. I find the Tyler is lying there and
the Lexington is here.

I think it advisable to inform you of affairs on the Cumberland
and especially of the conditions of Union people living along its banks.
A majority of the inhabitants are secessionists of a violent and des-

perate type. The success attending the recent expedition, of which
I have made a report to you, in which Eddyville lost several citizens,

among these Captain Wilcox, of one of the cavalry companies, has not
rendered the secessionists less disposed to abuse and despoil their

Union neighbors. Great alarm existed among the latter when we
left Eddyville, and I assured the people of the town that I would
hold secession property in the place and along the river, as well as

secessionists themselves, living on the banks, from its mouth to the

State of Tennessee, responsible for any violence Union people might
be subject to after our departure. I think it would be well, if a gun-
boat could be spared, to make visits to that vicinity.

An extensive flour and provision trade is still carried on with Ten-
nessee from Canton, Ky., and places above to the State line. The
stage of water at this late season must generally permit us to pass

up to the fort at Dover. I have already seized two cargoes of flour

near there. The steamer Fisher still makes her trips from Nashville

to Linton, Ky. The river is narrow, crooked, and rocl^ in places,

but not very difficult of navigation for this vessel. I think I might
catch the Fisher and break up the trade with Tennessee. One of the

most effective ways would be to destroy a portion of the machinery
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of the Magnolia Mills at Canton. This would require proof of par-

ticipation In the trade by the owners, of which I have no doubt

There is, also, a furnace near that locality that should be looked

after. I have received reports that they are casting shot and shell,

but this doubtful. The iron, at all events, must find its market at

Nashville, and I know that the works are in operation.

The inhabitants along the Tennessee are situated as are those ot

the Cumberland, and the Union portion need to be sustained by the

presence of a Government force as far as the general service will per-

mit. The New Era can not navigate the Cumberland, and could

only do so on the Tennessee in a pretty high stage of water, but is

admirably calculated for service at Paducah itself. I have taken

pains to inform myself regarding these rivers and the inhabitants

along their banks, and feel much interested in the welfare of those

who still cling to the national flag, and have considered it a duty to

make this somewhat lengthv statement to you.

My wish is to serve where I can best be employed, of which you

alone are the juiige and director.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,

Lieutenant^ Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the urgent need of

men for the gunboats.

St. Lotjis, October 28, 1861.

Sir : I earnestly request that the Department will send a draft of

500 men for the gunboats as soon as possible.

I have established rendezvous at Chicago, Milwaukee, Cincinnati,

and Cleveland, besides having employed a number of persons to ship

men in the adjacent towns on the river, but we have thus far not

been able to ship more than 100 men. This has arisen from the fact

of my not being authorized to give the men advance, as I have not

the command of money or means, as well as from the high wages and
the great call for boatmen which the business of the season on the

lakes require.

Under these circumstances we require at least 500 men from the

East as soon as possible in order to man the gunboats, the first of

which will be ready for the men and officers on the 15th proximo, and
others onward into December. I hoj5e that next month, as the lake

business will fall off, we shall be enabled to procure men. Still,

we require at present at least 500 men from the East for the gunboats
proper. If we can have sent us immediately these 500 men, and they
should be free from debt as possible, we can soon have seven of the

new ironclad boats ready for service.

We must have money to pay officers and men every two months, as

well as immediate funds to pay the officers and men for the four gun-
boats now in commission, else increased inconvenience, to speak in the
mildest terms, will arise from withholding money due them, essential
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for the support of their families, to say nothing of the effect upon
the discipline and efficiency of the gunboats.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

^^ ^ Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Endorsement.]

This Department understands that the men are to be paid by the
Army, the officers by the Navy.

Letter from Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Captain Foote, U. S.
Navy, regarding the readiness for service of 300 men.

Navy Department, October 2S, 1861.

My Dear Sir : We have been drilling some 300 men here for you
and will send them when you so write or telegraph. We have also
given orders to ship landsmen in New England for vou. They are
good men, mostly fishermen, but without drill. The Department
knows nothing about Captain Howard, but has the same confidence
in him as in Admiral Zeeman. If you wish any of your officers
ordered away, or can spare any of them, write me word.

Respectfully,

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis.

Letter from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Fremont,
U. S. Army, regarding the services of an army officer to oversee
the fitting out of m^ortar boats.

St. Louis, Mo., October 28, 1861.

Sir: Captain A. G. A. Constable, of the Ohio battery, now here,

T find is familiar with the use of the mortar, and his military experi-
ence abroad, superadded to other qualities, I am quite satisfied would
render him preeminently qualified to supervise, under my directions,

the fitting out of the mortar boats.

I take the liberty of addressing you on this subject, as I have no
officer who, like Captain Constable, has had charge of a mortar
battery, or who can bring his experience to this work. Besides, we
have not now the men, and there is very little prospect in the

future of obtaining a sufficient number from the Navy to man and
work the mortars, which, as you are aware, are an implement used
by the Army rather than the Navy.

If this suggestion should receive your favorable consideration, I
presume that the subaltern officers and men required for the mortars,

N w R—VOL 22 25
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under Army Regulations, as suggested in a previous letter to you, will

also be adopted, with the discretionary authority to make such

appointments as the nature of the service requires.

I have been a good deal exercised about these mortars, and not

until ascertaining from others the qualifications of Captain Con-

stable, which have been rather confirmed by a personal interview,

have I been able to anticipate as favorable results in preparing the

mortars as I now do, in view of the appointment of Captain Con-

stable to give his special attention to them.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Major-General Fremont,
Commanding Army of the West.

Letter from, Captain Facte, V . S. Navy, to the Quartermaster-Gen-
eral U. S. Army, regarding the appointment of a paymaster in

chief for his command.
St. Louis, Mo., October 29, 1861.

Dear Sir: I am sorry to have caused you so much annoyance by
mv frequent importunity for money and complaints at existing state

of things, but really our difficulties have been legion, and it is now
almost a doubtful struggle in coming out right in the quotient; that

is, of having gun and mortar boats in efficient condition for going
down the river in December.

I am urging on the gunboats proper, but amid difficulties almost
insuperable. Still, I hope to succeed. I have appointed Mr. S.

Henriques paymaster in chief, who, independently of doing a simple
paymaster's duty for a gunboat, not only acts as my clerk and secre-

tary, but also performs the duty of supervising contracts; in fact,

is a thinking as well as working man. I appointed him to do the
work intended for Mr. Wise .while he acted in that capacity before
being appointed assistant paymaster. I give him in all $200 per year
less than Mr. Wise received'. I trust that this is all right ; in fact,

I can not get on without him, and he only could be secured at his
present pay.
Excuse my hurry.

Respectfully and truly, yours,

A. H. FooTE.
General Meigs,

Washington, D. G.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Perry, U. S.
Navy, designating the names of gunboats building at Mound
City, III.

St. Louis, October 29, 1861.
Sir: You will inform Mr. Hamilton, the superintendent of the

construction of the gunboats now building at Mound City, 111., that
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the following will be the names of the gunboats as they are launched,
respectively : Mound City, Cincinnati, Cairo.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H; FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Commander Boger Perry, U. S. Navy,
Cairo, III.

Letter from Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to James B. Eads, esq., des-
ignating the names of gunboats building at St. Louis.

St. Loths, October 29, 1861.

Sir : The following will be the names of the five gunboats building
here, as they are launched, respectively : Carondelet, St. Louis, Louis-
mile, Pittsburg, and Benton, the wrecking boat No. 7.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Jas. B. Eads, Esq.,

Contractor, etc., St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from Captain Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to Quartermaster-General
Meigs, TJ. S. Army, requesting payment for alterations on pur-
chased steamer Benton.

St. Louis, October 30, 1S61.

General: I have appointed a survey of officers to estimate the
amount and value of the work on the purchased steamer Benton, or
submarine No. 7, being fitted for a gunboat, and am of the opinion
that the report of the officers is not only reliable, but, on personal
examination, I consider the boat as combining so many advantages
that I have designated her as the flag, or my own steamer, and hope
that the means may be immediately nirnished to prosecute the work,
otherwise she will not be ready in time.

Under the exigencies of the case, I have approved the report, not
considering, however, the difference between a job and a contract, so

far as the security of the Government is considered in the progress
of the work.
Although myself believing, even in a job, 25 per cent should be

withheld, or else payment not made till the work is completed, but in

this case, in order to the early completion of the vessel, I trust that

the money will be promptly paid.

A. H. FooTB,
Captain, etc.

Quartermaster-General Meigs,
Washington, D. C.



388 NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

Letter from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Fremont.

V. S. Army, regarding causes of complaint and their remedy.

St. Louis, October 31, 1861.

General : I am happy to inform you, although at a very late day,

that our powder, shell, small arms, and howitzers are here, still we
are seriously feeling the want of money and credit in all departments

of our preparation of the gun and mortar boat flotilla.

I .have from time to time informed the Navy Department of the

impossibility of shipping our complement of men for the flotilla, as

we can not—for want of funds and higher wages of the merchant

service on the lakes and rivers—give tne necessary advance as an

inducement. I presume that from these representations the Govern-

ment will furnish the men.
The want of money is also seriously embarrassing our progress in

preparing the mortar boats. Mr. Adams, the contractor, not being

able to obtain funds to pay his men, the work ha's been partially sus-

pended, and when nominally progressing it has been performed in

that listless, imperfect manner usual among men when just payment
is withheld.

I regret also to add, as completing our difficulties, if not causing

even detention, that we are not obtaining the facilities at the arsenal

here that I anticipated in the prompt reception and plans assigned for

ordnance outfits and stores. Several howitzers are reported to me
as having lately been sent to the arsenal, which were refused storage

and sent back to the depot. But even a more serious inconvenience

arises from want of proper storage room at Cairo. I applied for, and,

as you may recollect, obtained permission to have the Graham boat at

Cairo for our guns, chains, anchor, outfits, and stores, requiring a

heavy wharf boat; but the commissary department has appropriated
most of this boat to its use, and so much feeling has been manifested
at our claiming it that I have relinquished our half of the boat.

If you should concur in my views and permit me to assign Captain
Constable, in reference to whom I addressed you a letter on the 28th
instant, to the superintending, under my direction, of the mortar beds
and boats, and if money can be obtained for payment of past debts in

this department, I see no reason why the mortar boats may not be
equipped early in December, as well as the gunboats proper.
The causes of complaint herein set forth have arisen from circum-

stances beyond your control ; on the contrary, had the authority which
you so freely and fully vested in me, when reporting to you in camp
near Tipton, been sustained by the Government and authorities here
and at Cairo, the gun and mortar boats would have been in a greater
state of forwardness. I may also add that my rank as captain being
that only of a colonel in the Army, notwithstanding the force under
my control, places me in your absence subordinate to a colonel ; and
therefore the gunboats are liable to be diverted from the service
which I know you might wish, even by a volunteer colonel of a single
regiment, should he happen to be in command in the vicinity of the
gunboats.
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The only remedy for this would be in the Navy Department
appointing me flag-officer of the squadron or flotilla.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain^ th S. Navy, etc.

Major-General Fremont,
Commanding Army of the West.

Letter from Brigadier-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Commander
Walke, U. S. Navy, requesting a reconnoissance.

He.4dqxjabters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, October 31, 1861.

Captain : Commodore Foote has written to me to send the gunboat
Conestoga, or some other, to Paducah to relieve the New Era, which
is to return to St. Louis. Will you be kind enough to distinguish
the boat that is to go?

I would be pleased to have you make a reconnoissance to-day with
your gunboat as far as it is secure to go. It is not my desire that
you should throw any shell, unless you should discover the enemy
away from their encampments and think you could do good execution.

It is not absolutely necessary that the gunboat should go to Paducah
before to-morrow.

Yours, respectfully,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Captain AValke,
Commanding Fleet, Cairo, III.

Report of Commander Walke, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Tyler, regarding a reconnoissance to Lucas Bend, in Mississippi

River.
U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

Cairo, III., October 31, 1861.

Sir: I made a reconnoissance down the river this morning, under
instructions from General Grant, as far as the extreme end of Lucas
Bend and below Island No. 4. Found no apparent change in the

appearance of the country and saw no movements of the enemy this

side of Columbus.
Many of their camp tents seem to have disappeared from the Iron

Banks, and there were no new indications of works or anything

else going on.

We returned to Cairo by 3.

General Grant having referred the subject of Commander Porter's

being relieved from duty at Paducah to me, I designated the Cones-

toga as best adapted for that service, and this vessel will take her
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place to-morrow at Mound City; the Lexington remaining at Cairo

and vicinity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Letter from the Quartermaster-General, V. S. Army, to Captain
Foote, U. S. Navy, regretting orders for construction of vessels in

excess of appropriation.

Quartermaster-General's Office,
Washington, D. C, November 1, 1861.

I am instructed to say that General Halleck has instructions in
regard to the gunboats.
The appropriation not being sufficient to complete and equip more

than three altered and seven built gunboats the Department is em-
barrassed by the action of the commanding general in ordering
so many mortar rafts, tugs, and altered boats m addition to those
contracted for by this Department.

All can not be completed without further appropriations—and
for the present at least this Department can not remit money except
for those contracted for under its authority.

Respectfully,

M. C. Meigs,
QuMrtermaster-Generdl.

Commodore A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboats, St. Louis, Mo.

Semio-fficial report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the diffi-
culties of his position and requesting appointment as flag-officer.

St. Louis, Mo., November 2, 1861.
Mt Dear Sir : I have yours of the 28th ultimo, and am pleaised to

learn that 300 drilled men are ready for us. .Please send them forth-
with, and let these be followed up by the New England men, fisher-
men and landsmen, and we will soon drill them into efficient gunners.

I am quite willing to give Howard the go-by. We have just
officers enough, none to spare. I hope and trust that they will remain
intact, as I have made my arrangements based on the existing
number.

I am happy to say, although at a late day, that guns, powder,
shell, small arms, as well as all or most material stores, are now here,
and with the men coming, as I infer from your letter they will before
the 20th instant, we shall be ready, as far as I can control matters, to
equip and soon have the gunboats in fighting order. Still the boats
are not ready, and I am nervously anxious about them. They have
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been kept back by want of money. I hope we shall have them in our
hands at Cairo even by 1st proximo; but you, as an ex-officer of
the Navy, know that then they will require a good deal of work, while
it will take some time to equip and get them ready for action. I
shall lose no time, but they will be pushed to the uttermost. I was
ordered bv General Fremont to have our guns, stores, etc., sent
here, as there were no conveniences then at Cairo. Now we must
transport them there, which we can not do in the gunboats, as the
water in the river is too low.
Only fancy for a moment the amount of work for us—thus impro-

vising a navy, building vesels, picking up the outfits and stores where
we can, sending them to Cairo, and all this among and with a people
who are unfamiliar with naval wants. A friend of mine here from
Philadelphia remarked to me the other day that it was a shame that
the Navy Department should thus sacrifice an officer of a good repu-
tation by sending him to do all this work and not let him select his

officers. I said it was you, but you meant well, although you could
not appreciate the position in which you placed me; and, moreover,
if we had money, and the vessels were finished, I would have mas-
tered it all, for, as a gentleman remarked, we had the best organized
business office in St. Louis. Our Bureaus of Ordnance, of Provisions
and Clothing, of Detail, if not of Yards, Docks, and Construction,
are well managed, yet we do fail in the rendezvous and receiving
ships on account of high wages in the merchant service, and in not
being able for want of funds to pay any advance.
Now the synopsis of the whole is this: We want money and men,

and to get hold of the gunboats ; then we will have them ready, even
in less time than at our navy yards. For all the delay in building the
gunboats, arising from causes beyond my control, I expect obloquy
will be heaped upon me, as success is the only popular test of merit.

We suffer a good deal for my want of rank. The Army say I rank
only with a lieutenant-colonel, and in one instance a colonel ordered

a gunboat to go with his regiment on a certain duty. General Fre-

mont never intended this. I want, for the efficiency of the fleet, the

appointment of flag-officer. At Cairo a week since, the brigadier-

general said he would riot give a place assigned by General Fremont
to our stores had it not been a positive order from General Fremont.
I am considered merely as a captain, and find that I want rank in

order to render my command more effective. My own boat will carry

16 heavy guns of 8,000 or 6,300, and of 4,200 weight—nearly the

armament of a frigate—and there will be 12 boats, also 38 mortar
boats, in addition, if we get them ready, which will constitute a

large squadron, and am I not under the law entitled to the rank and
to the appointment of a flag-officer ? Now, when afloat, there is noth-

ing to distinguish my vessel from the others. Hence I am embarrassed

on all sides for want of rank.

I wish to call your attention to Acting Lieutenant Sanford, who is

the ordnance officer. His labors here have been greater and of more
importance than I can express to you. He has worked systematic-

ally from early in the morning until 10 p. m. in organizing and
securing the necesary outfits and stores in ordnance. He is one of

the best officers in the Navy, and his services ought to be secured to

the Navy. I could not, with all the obstacles, have had his depart-
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ment ready had he not been with us, and he will soon resign unless

he can have, as he richly deserves to have, his original position in the
Navy. I beg, therefore, that you will assist Judge [Ira] Harris in

having him restored to his former rank. I ask it for the highest good
of the service as well as justice to him.

I have, quite lately, by order of General Fremont, taken hold of
the mortar boats, and have selected a clever oflScer to give his special

attention to the beds and mortars and to get men. If I am given full

scope, I can also have them ready, but want of rank and money and
time embarrass me. I write hurriedly, as business presses me sorely.

I have the honor to be, very truly, yours,

A. H. FpoTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

G. V. Fox, Esq.,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Foote, U. S. Navy,
regarding payment of officers and men.

Navy Department, Novemher 2, 1861.

Sir : Eeferring to that part of your letter of October 28, in relation
to the payment of officers and men, this Department understands that
all the men are to be paid by the Army and the officers by the Navy.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Captain A. H. Foote,

Commanding Naval Forces on the Western Waters, St. Louis.

Letter from_ Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to John Litherhury, esq.,

St. Louis, Mo., urging expedition m completion of gunboats.

St. Louis, November 4, 186T.
Sir : You will use every dispatch in completing the gunboats. Let

all drawings, if any be necessary, be at once made. I would have
you anticipate work by making due preparations in the collecting of
materials, etc., and render all the assistance in your power to any-
one who may desire to forward the work.

Respectfully, etc.,

John Litherbdry, Esq.,
Superintendent, etc., St. Louis, Mo.

A. IT. Foote,
Captain, etc.
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Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the securing of men
for the gunboat service.

St. Louis, Mo., November 4, 1861.

Sir: Your letter of the 30th ultimo, referring to its enclosure, a
letter from Charles Colahan, esq., of Cleveland, Ohio, stating that
" efforts by parties to secure the sailors of the inland seas for service

on the Western rivers threaten to deprive the Navy of an important
element," has been received.

I am surprised to find that our efforts, as directed by the Depart-
ment, to secure men on the lakes for the gunboats, as they could not
be sent from the East, should be regarded as antagonistical to the
interests of the Navy, or that a complaint should be entertained on
account of our shipping men on the lakes, when refused them on the
Atlantic board.

This shows, in a manner, why we have had so little success in

obtaining men in Cleveland, where I opened a rendezvous, as Messrs.
Weatherly, etc., a firm endorsed by my brother, proposed to secure

for us 500 or 600 men, but the officers I have sent there have only
succeeded in obtaining three men, and I shall therefore order that
rendezvous closed immediately.
Mr. Colahan, in a most extraordinary closing clause of his letter,

offers his own services to the Government to ship men on the lakes.

Many parties are offering their services to assist in shipping men,
but I have uniformly found that we could not get them on their

terms without overloading the vessels with useless officers or some
other special consideration as part of the stipulation for the men
required. I shall therefore close all rendezvous except the one at

Chicago, from where we have received over one hundred men, and
the one for shipping firemen and coal heavers at Pittsburg.

I respectfully request that the men sent from the East may be sent

direct to Cairo, as I have made arrangements for them to be received

at that place, v/here we are sending the gunboats.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
* Captain, V. S. Navy, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, urging the appointment of a

flag-officer to command the Western waters and transmitting report

of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, regarding expedition in Cumber-
land River.

St. Ix)Uis, Mo., November 13, 1861.

Sir: I enclose a letter from Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, as

it shows a more favorable state of feeling toward the Union among
the people bordering on the Cumberland River.

We have applications for gunboats to cruise up the Ohio River,

between Evansville and Cincinnati, but are unable to send them, hav-

ing now only three disposable boats, and these are essential at Cairo,

Mound City, and Paducah, where I shall keep them, unless elsewhere

ordered by the different army officers commanding the several ports,
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who claim the right to retain them or send them away, irrespective

of me, on the ground of their rank. In fact, the general at Cairo

saj's that he will keep them if the whole Navy direct them to move.

I therefore earnestly rene\y my application that a flag-officer may
command here, and if I am not considered eligible to that position,

that an older officer of that rank be sent out immediately and I trans-

ferred to serve correspondingly to my rank in the Southern Atlantic

Expedition or Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
My views of the necessity of a higher rank on the part of the naval

officer commanding are not only held by all the navy officers here

as being necessary to our efficiency, but by the army officers gen-
erally, while several members of Congress and prominent citizens see

its necessity. I do not wish to embarrass the Department by being
considered in the way of sending out a flag-officer, as I shall cheer-

fully give place to an older officer, if I am not considered eligible to

the position. In fact, I would altogether prefer it than to remain as

I am, comparatively useless at the head of a cooperating power, with-
out rank at all corresponding to its requirements.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, November 6, 1-861.

Sir: Yesterday I succeeded in passing with this vessel over the
stone boats sunk by the rebels upon Ingram's Shoals, in the Cumber-
land River, 7 miles above Eddyville, and also others laid in the
channel near the head of Line Island, 2 miles below the Tennessee
State line, crushing one by running upon it, and proceeded up to
within a few miles of Dover, in that State.
The Magnolia Mills were not running. I caused the Empire Iron

Works [Kentucky] to be examined, but found no evidence of their
having been employed, as reported, in c'asting cannon and shot, or in
any but legitimate business.

We remained at anchor up the river overnight and returned here
after noon to-day without having found a steamer or barge on the
river. I observed more manifestations of Union feeling than upon
any previous occasion and met with hearty cheers upon the very line
of Tennessee. After entering that State, however, we saw scarce
anyone, and all the habitations along the river, except one or two in
Tobacco Port, were closed and apparently deserted. At Eddyville I
was told that the feeling had materially improved since the breaking
up of the rebel camp near there, and that Union sentiments were rap-
idly increasing. I shall to-night again leave for the same destination,
hoping to effectually break up the provision trade near the line of
Tennessee.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, V. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers.
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Report of Captain Foote, U. 8. Navy, regarding remedies for certain

defects in the gunboats under construction.

Semiofficial.] St. Louis, November 7, 1861.

Dear Sir : I am happy to say, although at a late day, that guns,
powder, shell, and small arms, as well as all or most material stores,

are now here, and with the men coming from the East, as I infer
from Secretary Fox's late letter to me, they will be on hand before
the 25th instant, we shall be ready, as far as I can control matters, to
equip and soon have the gunboats in fighting order; still, the boats
are not ready, and I am nervously anxious about them, finding that
they are drawing so much water on being launched, and, therefore, I
consider it my duty to make the following statement in reference to

the gunboats and mortar boats now buflding, most of which are
already launched.
The gunboats draw light, but with the iron plating on (except 22

tons, mostly forward of the center of gravity) 5 feet 10 inches aft

and 3 feet 11 inches forward. The fantail, forming the deck be-

tween the hull abaft the wheel (the recess), is now 13 inches from
the water, lying still in smooth water. Two rudders are still to be
shipped, and these in a short time, by absorption of water, will sink
by their own weight if detached from the vessel. The wheel buckets
are also to be put on, which will increase the weight astern, all of
which you will see leaves little or no room for clearance of water, as

the wheel buckets, rudders, etc., alluded to will have an actual weight
of 3 tons on the extreme stern, which will reduce the clearance to 11^
inches; I mean by clearance of water, the confined space of 11

J

inches from the surface of the water to the deck forming the recess,

which water will be so disturbed by the action of the wheel as to

prevent the escapement of water in so confined a place ; for the waves
caused by the action of the wheel will be 4 feet, and the half of which,

of course, as you will see, will be required for clearance. Now, all

this is based upon the draft they will have when ready to receive

armament, outfit, stores, and crew.

In my opinion, the remedy which appears the most feasible to cor-

rect the evils that I have set forth is to cut out the deck and beams
covering the clearance, springing a heavy timber arch over the space

and connecting the ends of the arch beams with, say, 2J-inch round
iron, and upon these beams construct a light deck. Mr. Eads, the

contractor, believes that the draft astern will not be increased, for the

reason that so much iron' plating and a large portion of the weight

of the armament will be forward of the center of gravity, which will,

in his opinion, lift the stern and give greater clearance than even it

now has. Mr. Eads also says that while he had no part in the model-

ing of these boats and is therefore relieved of all responsibility for

their imperfection, he thinks I am unnecessarily concerned as to the

amount of clearance for the wheel and the difficulties which I fear

will ensue from that defect.

I have had the mortar boats examined, qnd send herewith a rough
sketch and description of them. It is a pity that the decks will

come nearly awash, or even with the water when fully equipped;

but still the bulwarks, being well calked and secured, it is oelieved

that the boats will carry samy the mortars and beds with necessary

appurtenances, keeping the weight below 35 tons.



396 NAVAL POBCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

I am greatly exercised about the mortar boats and also the pro-

fellers to tow them, which have been ordered by General Fremont,

am obeying these orders here, and fitting out the boats as far as

having no money or credit for this work will enable me to do.

Please telegraph me if I am authorized to appoint officers and men
for this purpose, as we are behind time, arising from causes wholly

beyond my control.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Quartermaster-General Meigs,
Washington, D. G.

Report of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Com-
mander Porter, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. New Era,

regarding expedition in Cumberland River.

St. Louis, Mo., November 7, 1861.

Sir: I enclose a communication addressed to me by Commander
Porter, which officer I sent from here with the New Era about a

month since to blockade the Tennessee River, near Paducah.
Commander Porter's report having been sent off in a hurry, as

Paducah was then threatened by the rebels, without being finished,

and as General Smith could dispense with his services, she has now
returned to St. Louis by my orders for the purpose of being thor-

oughly fitted for service.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat New Era,
St. Louis, Mo., November 6, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of the arrival of the U. S.
gunboat New Era at this port, and also give, a statement of the result
of recent instructions. On the 30th ultimo I was requested by Gen-
eral C. F. Smith to proceed up the Cumberland River, taking with
ine a man by the name of Hester, and bring down from Canton or
its vicinity a company of loyal volunteers who could not otherwise
leave that part of the country. In accordance with this request I
proceeded up the Cumberland.
On my arrival at Smithland I was informed by the colonel com-

manding at that point there was a large force at Ingram's Shoals,
on the Cumberland, throwing up fortifications.

I here took on board part of a company of troops under command
of Captain Campbell and proceeded up. All along the river we
heard of these troops. I pushed on as rapidly as possible and arrived
at Ingram's Shoals at 6 a. m. on the 3lst and found the river com-
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pletely obstructed by sunken coal barges, and the enemy had only
left one hour before my arrival, and it could plainly be seen had left

in such haste that part of their work was unfinished.

The man Hester, sent by General Smith, I believe to have been an
imposter, as the moment we took the troops on board at Smith [land]
he informed me the object of his mission had failed, and he wished
at once to leave the vessel, which I refused to allow him to do. He
also wished to leave at the same place on my return, but I compelled
him to return to Paducah. On my arrival at this place I found
orders to return to St. Louis.

I have heard from reliable sources there is a fort of six light guns
erected in the Tennessee at Henry. This fort could be easuy taken
by this vessel, but General C. F. Smith declined sending her up to

that point.

Two thousand troops and a battery of 6-pounders were a few days
ago landed from the Iron Bank on the Missouri side of the Missis-

sippi River. The object of this force is to build batteries and prevent

the passage of gunboats down.
This force could be easily captured with a combined movement

of the army and navy, and, unless it is done, I have no doubt, from
information I have received, that Bird's Point will be attacked by
the enemy in considerable force.

This small force is now in a menacing attitude toward General

Grant's troops at Bird's Point.

I found all of the United States troops lying inactive behind in-

trenchments, while the enemy are active in every direction with a

force not more than half the number of the United States forces.

In the neighborhood there are about 6,000 rebels. Twenty miles

from Paducah, 2,000 ; within the vicinity of Canton, 400 or 500 ; near

Henry, up the Tennessee River, about 200 or 300. Of United States

forces there are, at Bird's Point, Cairo, and Camp [Fort?] Holt,

10,000; at Paducah, 8,000; Mound City, 600; Metropolis, 600; Cale-

donia, 300, and Smithland, 1,000 ; total, 20,500.

The gunboats are at present stationed as follows : The Lexington,

Commander Stembel, at Cairo; the Tyler, Commander Walke, at

Mound City; the Conestoga, Lieutenant Phelps, at Paducah.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. D. Porter,

Commodore A. H. Foote.

The New Era hais steamed 850 miles on this cruise.

[Endorsement.]

ComTnander.

W. D. P.

Forwarded with the remark that I, myself, when last in Cairo,

consulted with the commanding general in relation to going down to

attack Columbus with two gunboats and 4,000 men, remarking to him
that the boats were ready and I would go down with them. He
deemed the move inexpedient on the ground that his men were not

properly armed. I say this in justice to General Grant, an officer of

the highest standing.^ ^
A. H. FooTE,

Ca'ptain, etc.
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Engagement at Belmont^ Mo.^ November 7, 1861.

[Telegram.)

Cairo, Novemher 7, 1861.

General Grant at the head of a force of observation, accompanied

by the gunboats Lexington and Tayler [Tyler], charged and took the

rebel batteries at Belmont, destroying their tents. The enemy being

reinforced from Columbus, General Grant returned to the trans-

ports, bringing off 68 prisoners. The loss on both sides is great.

The gunboats did their duty. Not arrived on their way up. General

Grant's horse was shot.

Roger Pebry,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote,
Comm,anding Mississippi Flotilla, care Planter's House.

General Order of Brigadier-General Grant, T7. S. Army. ^

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, Novemher 8, 1861.

The general commanding this military district returns his thanks
to the troops under his command at the battle of Belmont on
yesterday.

It has been his fortune to have been in all the battles fought in

Mexico by Generals Scott and Zachary Taylor, save Buena Vista,

and he never saw one more hotly contested or where troops behaved
with more gallantry.

Such courage will insure victory wherever our flag may be borne
and protected by such a class of men.
To the many brave men who fell, the sympathy of the country is

due, and will be manifested in a manner unmistakable.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Com.m,anding.

Report of Captain Foote, IT. S. Navy, transmitting report of the commanding
officer of the TT. S. S. Tyler.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington,
Oif Cairo, November 9, 1861.

Sir: This communication conveys well-authenticated information,
which, I trust, will excuse its great length, as well as secure it an
attentive perusal.

I send herewith a report of Commander Walke, of the gunboat
Tyler, showing the participation of that vessel and the gunboat
Lexington, Commander Stembel, in the attack on the batteries at
Belmont, on the Mississippi River, this side of Columbus. As a
synopsis of this full and extended report, I may say that the gimboats
rendered the most effective service on this occasion, having but 1 man
killed and 2 wounded. In fact, I am informed both by army and
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navy officers that the boats, by covering the final retreat, with well-
directed fire of grape and canister mowing down the enemy, pre-
vented our troops from being almost, if not entirely, cut to pieces.
General Grant, the commanding general, informs me that there are
40,000 men and 108 guns of large caliber in Columbus and its vicinity,
and that the rebels intend to make this point their principal stand
against the movements of the gunboats and troops down the Missis-
sippi River. A rifle shot weigning 90 pounds was picked up by one
of our men a distance of 3 miles from one of the rebel batteries.
The demonstration down the river was intended rather as an

armed reconnoissance than an attack on Columbus—in fact, mainly
for the purpose of destroying the detachment which had crossed the
river ; and this was effected by capturing the cannon and burning the
tents and baggage, the latter accomplished by Quartermaster Hatch,
with a detachment of men. This movement, it is believed, has pre-
vented, for the present at least, a junction with General Price in
southwest Missouri, also the detachments beiijg cut off, which have
been sent from here to attack Jeff Thompson, as well as establishing
the fact of Columbus being so strongly fortified that a large land
force must cooperate with the gunboats in order to move successfully
beyond this point down the Mississippi River. On the other handf.

General Grant is impressed with the idea that the rebels may retaliate

by an attempt to seize Bird's Point or Fort Holt in this immediate
vicinity, and, in view of this wants early reinforcements of well-
equipped regiments. The general estimates the loss on our side at
250 killed, wounded, and missing; and the enemy's loss, in killed

alone, at 300. My own opinion is, after careful enquiry, as stragglers
are still coming in, that our loss of killed, wounded, and missing will

amount to 500 persons, together with 25 baggage wagons, 100 horses,

1,000 overcoats, and 1,000 blankets. The men fought with great gal-

lantry, and Generals Grant and McClernand had their horses ^ot
under them; and had not the troops been flushed with their early

success and commenced looting instead of being prepared to retire

when the object of the expedition was accomplished, they might have
left with comparative little loss; but the delay gave the enemy time
to cross from Columbus in great force, and hence the comparatively'

disastrous termination in the withdrawal of our forces.

I also beg leave to call special attention to the following considera-

tions as seriously affecting the efficiency of the naval forces here

unless an officer of an older date of commission to myself is invested

with the command, in case I am not considered eligible to the appoint-

ment of flag-officer. When last in Cairo I requested Brigadier-

General Grant, the commanding officer of the army here, to inform
me by telegram, at St. Louis, whenever an attack upon the enemy was
made requiring the cooperation of the gunboats, that I might be here

to take them into action. To this, the general assented, and, under
the assurance, I returned to St. Louis, where my services were essen-

tial in fitting out the gun and mortar boats. But no telegram was
sent me, nor any information given by General Grant when the move-
ment upon Belmont was made ; nor did he let Commander Walke, or

Stembel, know his intention until he directed them to proceed with

his force on the armed reconnoissance toward Belmont. I deeply

regret the withholding of this information from me, as I ought not
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only to have been informed, in order that I might have commanded
the gunboats, but it was a want of consideration toward the Navy, a

cooperating force with the army on such expeditions. General Grant,
however, on my arrival early this morning, called upon me and
expressed his regret that he had not telegraphed as he had promised,

assigned as the cause that he had forgotten it, in the haste in which
the expedition was prepared, until it was too late for me to arrive in

time to take the command; still, in this instance, as well as from
Brigadier-General Curtis, commanding at St. Louis, wishing to see

my orders from the Navy Department and the instruction from
Quartermaster-General Meigs, and suggesting that men should not
be shipped until the gunboats were ready for them, showing thus,

from want of experience, no appreciation of our wants, it may be
readily seen the importance of the naval officer commanding, whoever
he may be, of having the appointment and rank of flag-officer for
the safety and efficiency of the gunboats, by giving him immunity
from the orders of brigadier-general down to lieutenant-colonel,
who are inexperienced in naval matters, claiming rank over naval"
captains of under five years date of commission.
For these reasons the Department will appreciate my position and

see that I can not much longer serve effectively unless rank is given
me corresponding to my command and its responsibilities.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Captain, etc,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Naoy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Walke, V. S. Navy, commandingr V. S. S. Tyler.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Mound City, November 9, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 6th
instant I received instructions from General Grant to proceed down
the river in company with the Lexington, under Commander Stembel,
for a reconnoissance and as convoy to some half dozen transport
steamers. We proceeded to opposite Norfolk, near the Kentucky
shore, where we rounded to and anchored for the night. I then
learned for the first time the extent of the reconnoissance.
At 3 o'clock the following morning, at the request of General

Grant, the Tyler and Lexington started down the river for the pur-
pose of engaging their batteries at Columbus, but, after proceeding
a few miles, we were met by such a dense fog as to render any further
progress hazardous. We therefore rounded to, and returned to the
point from whence we started. At 6 o'clock we all got underway,
our two gunboats taking the lead, and convoying the steamers con-
taining Generals Grant and McClernand and their aids and some
3,000 troops, two companies of cavalry, and some artillery. We pro-
ceeded down the river to the extreme end of Lucas Bend and pist
without, as I thought, the range of their guns on Iron Bank. After
the troops had disembarked and were under marching orders, 8Jo clock, our two boats proceeded to engage their batteries on Iron
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Bank, expending each several rounds of shell and returning to the
transports. Their shot mostly passed over us, though in some in-
stances coming very closely to us. At this time, with their long-
range rifled cannon, they sent a large number of shot half a mile
above the transports. I requested the captains of the transports to
move up and out of the range of their shot, which they did. At
10 o'clock, the engagement having commenced at Belmont, we again
engaged the Iron Bank batteries, expending still more shell; their
shot flying around us, but doing no harm, while our shell seemed
to go where they could be effective. We returned after an engage-
ment of about twenty minutes to the transports.
At about noon, hearing the battle at Belmont still going on, our

two gunboats made a third attack upon their batteries, this time

foing nearly a quarter of a mile nearer to them. We opened a brisk
re of shell and seemingly with good effect, while in this engage-

ment one of their 24-pounders struck us on the starboard bulwarks
and continuing obliquely through the spar deck took off the head of
Michael Adams, seaman, and broke the arm and otherwise seriously
injured James Wolfe, seaman, and slightly wounding a third. Act-
ing Surgeon Kearney, who was cool and assiduous in the discharge
of his duties, immediately dressed Wolfe's wounds, but considered
him in a critical condition.
We fired a few more shell and returned, keeping up the fire from

our stern guns as long as we were within reach of them.
It is providential that we have escaped with so little damage. A

fragment of one of their shells struck us in the stern, doing but
trifling damage.
When nearly all our troops had reembarked and were about ready

to start, a sudden attack was made upon the transport vessels by a
large force coming in from above. Our gunboats being in good
position, we opened a brisk fire of grape and canister and five shells,

silencing the enemy with great slaughter. After the transports were
safely underway we followed them, throwing a shell occasionally to

repel the enemy approaching to the banks. When a few miles up
the river, T?e met one of the transports, Chancellor, with Brigadier-
General McClernand aboard, who stated that some of their men were
left behind, and asked that we might return with our gunboats and
see if we could find them. We did so, the Lexington accompanying
us, and between us succeeded in securing nearly all that was left be-

hind, together with about forty prisoners, including some badly
wounded.
We then proceeded up to Island No. 1, where the Roh Roy met us,

with instructions from General Grant to turn over all the troops and
prisoners and to remain till Colonel Cook, who was down the Ken-
tucky shore on a reconnoissance, should return. He returned at 10,

and at 11 I weighed anchor and proceeded to Cairo, having sent the

Lexington on before me.
It is but an act of justice to the oflicers and crew to state that they

acted throughout all our engagements with perfect coolness, ability,

and courage, the crew answering the calls to quarters with an alacrity

becoming earnest cooperators for the Government.
I was astonished, with the apparently new material we have, to

see wiith what zeal and efficiency they all performed their parts,

N w R—VOL 22 26
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The Lexington, under'Commander Stembel, as consort, supported

me throughout the day with the most commendable energy and effi-

ciency.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Com,manding Naval Forces on Western Waters.

Special order of Brigadier-Oeneral Qrant, V, S. Army.

Headquarters District Sootheastern Missottri,

On Board Steamer Belle of Memphis, Novemher 7, 1861.

The troops comprising the expedition now in transit at this point

will sail at 6 o'clock a. m., the gunboats in advance.

They will be followed by the First Brigade- commanded by Briga-
dier-General McClernand. The First Brigade will consist of all the

troops from Cairo, Fort Holt, and Taylor's battery.

The Second Brigade, consisting of the remainder of the expedi-
tion, will be commanded by Colonel Dougherty, and will follow.

The whole will be landed at the lowest point on the Missouri shore
that can be reached in security froiii the rebel batteries, and where
a landing can be effected.

From this point orders will be communicated for the disposition
of the entire command.
The point for disembarkation will be designated by Captain Walke,

commanding naval forces.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain Walke,
Commanding Gunboat A. O. Tyler.

Beport of Commander Walke, 11. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Tyler, forwarded
to the commanding general.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Mound City, November 8, 1861.

General: Agreeable to your instructions, I proceeded on the
evening of the 6th, in company with the U. S. gunboat Lexington,
under Commander Stembel, down the Mississippi, convoying a num-
ber of transport steamers as far as opposite Norfolk and near the
Kentucky shore, where we all anchored for the night. At 3 o'clock
the following morning, the gunboats Tyler and Lexington proceeded
down the river with the intention of engaging the enemy at Iron
Bank, but after going a short distance we were met by such a dense
fog as to render any further progress hazardous and impracticable.
We therefore rounded to, and returned to the point from whence we
started. I received your special order, and at 6 o'clock we all started,
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the two gunboats taking the lead. "We proceeded to the' extreme end
of Lucas Bend, where I supposed we were out of the range of tlieir

guns. After your troops were disembarked and under marching
orders, about 8^" o'clock, the two gunboats proceeded to engage the
batteries at Iron Bank.
We each expended several rounds of shell and seemingly with

good effect, but their balls from the rifled cannon flew by and over
us to a great extent, some of their shot going half a mile above the
transports; fortunately, however, they did us no damage and we
returned to the transports, where they kept firing at us for a con-
siderable length of time. I finally requested the captains of the
transports to move above and out of the range of their guns, which
subsequently they did, we ourselves doing likewise.

At 10 o'clock, hearing the battle at Belmont, our two boats again
proceeded down to engage their batteries, this time expending more
shell and receiving no injury. After an engagement or twenty min-
utes, in the meantime the shots flying thickly about us, we again
returned to the transports, continuing our fire as long as our shells

reached them.
At 12 o'clock, hearing the battling at Belmont, the two gunboats

made their third attack upon the Iron Bank batteries, this time going
nearly a quarter of a mile nearer. We opened a brisk fire of shell,

their rifled balls still passing beyond and around us, but one of their

24-pounders struck us on the starboard bulwarks, continuing through
the spar deck and in its course taking off the head of one man, and
injuring two others; one probably will result fatally. After firing

a few more rounds, we returned, keeping up our fire from the stern

guns till out of reach.

It is truly miraculous that we have, in all our engagements, escaped
with so little damage.
On our return to the transports, and when nearly all the troops

had reembarked and were just about ready to leave, a sudden attack
was made upon the transport vessels by an apparently large rein-

forcement of the rebels. Our boats being in good position, we opened
a fire with our grape, canister, and 5-second shell, and completely
routed them, we learn, with great slaughter. After silencing the
enemy, we continued our fire with the broadside guns, throwing shells

on the banks ahead with the bow gun to protect the transports and
throwing shells from the stem gun upon the enemy's ground so long
as we were in reach. After passing a few miles up the river we met
the Chancellor, with Brigadier-General McClernand aboard, who
stated that some of their troops were left behind, and by his directions

both gunboats returned some distance, picking up between us all

there were to be seen, together with a large number of prisoners

(some wounded and sick), Acting Surgeons Kearney and Goddard
dressing the wounds of the wounded. Every attention was paid to

alleviate the sufferings of the wounded, and the crew of the ship
furnished them with their own hammocks and bedding.
We then returned to Island No. 1. Met the Rob Roy with instruc-

tions from you to turn over to her all our soldiers and prisoners and
remain there till an hour after Colonel Cook's return from a recon-

noissance doWn the Kentucky side. We then weighed anchor and
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proceeded to Cairo. Commander Stembel, with the Lexington as

consftrt, supported me in all the duties of the day, with a most com-
mendable energy and eflPective manner.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Brigadier-General U. S. Grant,
Gomm,anding S. E. District Missouri, Cairo, III.

list of officers of the TJ. S. gunboat Lexington, November 11, 1861.

Rank.

Commander
First master
Second master
Third master
Fourth master
Master's mate
Pilot

Do
Assistant surgeon
Paymaster
Chief engineer
First assistant engineer
Second assistant englDcer I Wm. H. Meredith

Roger N. Stembel
Jacob S. Hard
Martin Dunn
James Fitzpatriek
Sylvester Pool
Jas. McB. Stembel
Joseiih McCammant—
William Ford
Edward K. Hall
Augustus F. Taylor-
Joseph Huber

Third assistant engineer-
Gunner
Carpenter-
Armorer

William Bishop-
John K. Hall
Thompson Curry.
Reuben Storey

Pay.

$150.00
125.00
100.00
80.00
40.00
175.00
175.00
104.igj
100.00
125.00
100.00
80.00
60.00

83.33i
50.00
50.00

General :

Report of Brigadier-General Grant, IT. S. Army.

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, III., November 17, 1861.

About 2 o'clock on the morning of the 7th I received information
from Colonel W. H. L. Wallace, at Charleston, [Mo.], (sent by mes-
senger on steamer W. H. B.) that he had learned from a reliable
Union man that the enemy had been crossing troops from Columbus
to Belmont the day before, for the purpose of following after and cut-
ting off the forces under Colonel Oglesby. Such a move on his part
seemed to me more than probable, and gave at once a twofold impor-
tance to my demonstration against the enemy—namely, the preven-
tion of reinforcements to General Price, and the cutting off of the two
small columns that I had sent, in pursuance of directions, from this
place and Cape Girardeau, in pursuit of Jeff Thompson. This infor-
mation determined me to attack vigorously his forces at Belmont,
knowing that should we be repulsed, we would reembark without
difficulty under the protection of the gunboats. The following order
was given

:

On Board Steamer Belle Memphis,
November 7, 1861—2 o'clock a. vi.

The troops composing the present expedition from this place will move
promptly at 6 o'clock this morning. The gunboats will talie the advance and
be followed by the E'irst Brigade, under command of Brigadier-General John A
McCIernand, composed of all the troops from Cairo and Fort Holt. The Second
Brigade, comprising the remainder of the troops of the expedition, commanded
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by Colonel Henry Dougherty, will follow. The entire force will debark at the
lowest point on the Missouri shore where a landing can be effected in security
from the rebel batteries. The point of debarkation will be designated by Cap-
tain Walke, commanding naval forces.
By order of Brigadier-General U. S. Grant

:

John A. Rawi.ins,
Assistant Adjuiant-QeneraL

Promptly at the hour designated we proceeded down the river to a
point just out of range of the rebel batteries at Columbus, and de-
barked on the Missouri shore. From here the troops were marched,
with skirmishers well in advance, by flank for about a mile toward
Belmont, and there formed in line of battle.*******
We_ had but fairly got underway when the enemy, having received

reinforcements, rallied under cover of the river bank and tne woods
on the point of land in the bend of the river above us, and made his

appearance between us and our transports, evidently with a design
of cutting off our return to them.
Our troops were not in the least discouraged, but charged the enemy

and again defeated him. We then, with the exception of the Twenty-
seventh Illinois, Colonel N. B. Buford commanding, reached our
transports and embarked without further molestation. While wait-
ing for the arrival of this regiment, and to get some of our wounded
from a field hospital near by, the enemy, having crossed fresh troops
from Columbus, again made his appearance on the river bank and
commenced firing upon our transports. The fire was returned by
our men from the decks of the steamers, and also by the gunboats
with terrible effect, compelling him to retire in the direction of Bel-

mont. In the meantime Colonel Buford, although he had received

orders to return with the main force, took the Charleston road from
Belmont, and came in on the road leading to Bird's Point, where we
had formed the line Of battle in the morning. At this point, to avoid

the effect of the shells from the gunboats that were beginning to fall

among his men, he took a blind path direct to the river and followed a

wood road up its bank, and thereby avoided meeting the enemy, who
were retiring by the main road. On his appearance on the river bank
a steamer was dropped down and took his command on board, with-

out his having participated or lost a man in the enemy's attempt to

cut us off from our transports.

Nothwithstanding the crowded state of our transports, the only

loss we sustained from the enemy's fire upon them was three men
wounded, one of whom belonged to one of the boats.*******
My own horse was shot under me during the engagement.

The gunboats Tyler, Captain Walke, a.na Lexington, Captain Stem-
bel, convoyed the expedition and rendered most efficient service. Im-
mediately upon our landing they engaged the enemy's batteries on
the heights above Columbus, and protected our transports through-

out. For a detailed account of the part taken by them I refer with

pleasure to the accompanying report of Captain H. Walke, senior

officer, No. 3.*******
From all the information I have been able to obtain since the en-

gagement, the enemy's loss in killed and wounded was much greater
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than ours. We captured 175 prisoners, all his artillery and transpor-

tation, and destroyed his entire camp and garrison equipage. Inde-

pendent of the injuries inflicted upon him, and the prevention of his

reinforcing Price or sending a force to cut off the expeditions against

Jeff Thompson, the confidence inspired in our troops in the engage-
ment will be of incalculable benefit to us in the future.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General.

Brigadier-General Seth Williams,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington., D. (7.

Letter from the Secretary of State to Hon. J. U. Uason, transmitting teleg-raphio

report from Hajor-Oeneral folk, C. S. Army.

Department of State,
Richmond, November 9, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a telegram
received to-day from General Polk, commanding the Confederate
Army of the Mississippi, announcing a victory obtained over the
Federal forces at Belmont, in Missouri, opposite Columbus, Ky.,
on the 6th instant.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

Wm. M. Browne,
Assistant Secretary of State.

Hon. James M. Mason, etc.

[Enclosu re—Telegram . ]

Official.] Columbus, Ky., November 8.

A fight began at 11 o'clock on yesterday at Belmont, opposite to
Columbus, and lasted until 5 o'clock in the afternoon. General Pil-
low, with Tappan's, Wright's, Pickett's, and Russell's regiments,
numbering 2,500 men, were attacked by 8,000 Federal troops under
Generals Grant, McClernand, and Buford. Until 1 o'clock there
were many alternations of successes and reverses. Our forces were
then reinforced by Walker's, Carroll's, and Marks' regiments, when
General Pillow ordered a flank movement, which was made and sup-
ported by Smith's and Wright's [Blythe's ?] regiments, under the
immediate command of General Polk.
The enemy fled and were pursued to their gunboats. It was a

complete rout. The roads were filled for several miles with the dead
and wounded, with guns, ammunition, knapsacks, etc. The gun-
boats were attacked by our sharpshooters, their cables cut, and the
Federals made a precipitate embarkation.
Watson Battery, under Beltzhoover, is immortalized. It was cap-

tured after a furious defense, and subsequently retaken by our
troops.

Our loss is heavy, but much less than that of the Federals. We
have 90 prisoners.

The enemy's loss is from 400 to 300. General Grant is reported
killed. We recaptured nearly all our men who had been taken
prisoners.

TTT- ^ [L- Polk.]
[His Excellency President Davis.]
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[Telegram.]

Columbus, Ky., November 8, 1861.

I have a large number of wounded prisoners here, without hospital
conveniences for them. The enemy, with flag of truce, ask for them.
Shall I give them? And on what terms shall I accept our wounded
prisoners offered me?

L. Polk.
Adjutant-General Cooper.

Keport of Uajor-Qeneral Polk, C. S. Army, commanding.

Columbus, November 8, 1861.

I telegraphed you last night as to the battle fought yesterday and
gave the principal events. As no acknowledgment has been received,

fear it was not received. I have caused another to be sent. Enemy
intended to attack from both sides, but from some causes failed.

They have a flag here to-day to bury their dead, and admit they were
badly whipped- I will send o^cial report so soon as returns are in.

Enemy at Milburn last night 7,000 strong.

L. Polk,
Major-General.

General Johnston.

Letter of thanks from the President of the Confederate States.

Richmond, Va., November 9, 1861.

Your telegram received. Accept for yourself and the oificers and
men under your command my sincere thanks for the glorious contri-

bution you have just made to our common cause. Our countrymen
must long remember gratefully to reward the activity, the skill, the

courage, and devotion of the army at Belmont.
Jefferson Davis.

Major-General L. Polk,
Columb^is, Ky.

Beport of Uajor-General Polk, C. S. Army, commanding.

Headquarters 1st Division, Western Departsient,
Columbus, Ky., November 10, 1861.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations

of the army .under my command in the battle of the 7th

:

From information received from several sources, I had reason to

believe it was the intention of the enemy to attack my position at

this place at an early day, provision to meet which was made accord-

ingly. Between 2 and 3 o'clock on the morning of the 7th, a courier

arrived at my headquarters, informing me of the movement of a

strong force designed to attack General Thompson's position at

Bloomfield and New Madrid. When, therefore, I was informed
shortly after daybreak, through a member of my staff, that the

.enemy had made his appearance in the river with gunboats and trans-

ports, and was landing a considerable force on the Missouri shore
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5 or 6 miles from Belmont, I became satisfied it was his intention

to make the attack general. I dispatched immediately messengers

to the general officers of division, to inform them of my impresswns

and the position of affairs, with instructions to make such disposition

of their commands as the emergency required.

The same information was conveyed to Colonel Tappan, who was

in command of the force at Belmont. To General Pillow, whose

division was nearest the point immediately threatened, I gave ordere

in person to move immediately to the relief of Colonel Tappan, with

four of his regiments. For this service he detailed Colonel Russell s,

Colonel Wright's, Colonel Pickett's, and Colonel Freeman's regi-

ments of Tennessee Volunteers. These, with Colonel Tappan's Thir-

teenth Arkansas, Captain Beltzhoover's AVatson battery, and a squad-

ron of Lieutenant-Colonel Miller's battalion of cavalry, composing

the force on the other side, were deemed sufficient to resist the column

reported to have landed. Having an adequate number of steamers at

the landing, this order was promptly executed.

My attention was then directed to the proper distribution of the

forces for receiving an attack on the Columbus side of the river.

Having examined and found the batteries in the fort in a proper

condition, I proceeded up the river to examine the dispositions of

General McCown, who was charged with the defenses of the left

flank. These I found to be satisfactory. He had already advanced a

battery of long-range guns, under the command of Captain R. A.

Stewart, of the Louisiana Pointe Coupee Battery, to a position from
whence he could reach with ease the enemy's gunboats.

From this point and that occupied by the heavy siege battery,

under command of Captain Hamilton, as also from several of the

guns of the fort, he opened a hea^'y fire, which was duly responded to

by the enemy. After half an hour's engagement the boats were
driven up the river. At a subsequent period they again dropped
down and renewed the conflict, throwing shot and shell into the

works. This was continued for an hour, when they were again forced

to retire.

Ascertaining that the remaining portion of General Pillow's divi-

sion, as well as that of General Cheatham, was in proper position, I

returned to the river bank opposite to Belmont. At 10.20 o'clock the

firing of the enemy's advance guard upon our pickets was heard, and
in about forty minutes afterwards the engagement became general
with all arms.
Taking my position on the river bank midway between the two

points of expected attack, I dispatched one of my aids to the Mis-
souri shore to inform General Pillow of my position, and readiness to

afford him such support as he might require. In reply he requested
me to send him additional ammunition, a regiment of irtfantry, and a
section of artillery, to be held as a reserve. The ammunition and
Colonel Knox Walker's regiment were sent him immediately, and
instead of a section of artillery, I dispatched him two field batteries,

those of Captains W. H. Jackson and Polk. Such a force of field

artillery had become necessary from the fact that Captain Beltzhoov-
er's battery, from want of ammunition, had ceased firing, and the
enemy had opened fire with a heavy battery, of the presence of which
upon the field I had until then not been apprised. The steamer
transporting these batteries in her attempt to land them on the
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Missouri shore, by some means lost her stage planks, and the landing
at that moment became impossible. She was forced to return to the
Kentucky shore. Captain Polk's battery was landed at a later hour,
but too late to render service in the operations of the day.
By this time it was obvious that further reinforcements had become

necessary, and Colonel Carroll's Fifteenth Tennessee and Colonel
Marks' Eleventh Louisiana regiments, which had been ordered to

the river bank and were held as a reserve, were ordered forward. I
directed Colonel Marks to land his regiment higher up the river,

with a view to a flank movement which he was ordered to make.
Shortly after his landing he was met by General Pillow, who directed

him with his regiment and that of Colonel Carroll to move rapidly
on the enemy's flank. General Pillow directed Colonel Kussell, with
his brigade, to support that movement, and himself accompanied
this command during the execution of the movement under Colonel
Marks. Captain Jackson, who had reported to General Pillow that

he could not get his battery ashore, was attached to his staff, and
directed to lead this column. In aiding Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow,
[who] was in immediate command of the Eleventh Louisiana, to

bring a portion of the column into line, he fell severely wounded.
Apprehending every moment an attack in my rear on Columbus-

which subsequent information proves to have been the enemy's plan,

it was with great reluctance I lessened the force assigned to its de-

fense. Nevertheless it was obvious from the yielding of our columns
to the heavy pressure of the masses of the enemy's infantry, and the

fierce assaults of their heavy battery, that further reinforcements

were necessary. I ordered down General Cheatham with the First

brigade of his division, under command of Colonel Preston Smith.

The general having arrived in advance of his brigade, was directed

by me to take the nearest steamer and to move promptly across the

river to rally and take command of the portions of regiments within

sight on the shore, and to support the flank movement ordered

through Colonel Marks. This he did promptly and effectively.

At this juncture the enemy fired our tents, and advancing his bat-

tery nearer the river bank, opened a heavy fire on the steamers

which were transporting our troops, in some instances driving shot

through two of them at the same time. Their commanding pilots

and other officers, nevertheless, stood firmly at their posts, and exhib-

ited a fearlessness and energy deserving of the highest praise. These

boats were the Prince, under Captain Butler, who particularly dis-

tinguished himself, the 6'Aarm, under Captain Trask, and the Hill,

under Captain Newell, with the Kentucky, under Captain Lodwick.

I directed Captain Smith's Mississippi battery to move to the

river bank, opposite the field of conflict, and to open upon the enemy's

positions. I also directed Major A. P. Stewart, in command of the

heavy guns in the fort, to open upon the same position, it being now
seen that these guns could be used without causing danger to our

own troops.

This joint fire was so terrific as to dislodge the enemy, silence his

battery, and cause him to take up his line of march for his boats.

He had scarcely put himself in motion when he encountered Colonel

Marks first, and afterwards General Cheatham in his flank, with

both of whom severe conflicts followed, and by whom he was driven

in with great loss.
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On the arrival of General Cheatham's brigade, being now satis-

fied the attack on Columbus for some reason had failed, I took

charge of it, together with Captain White's company of Lieutenant-

Colonel Logwood's battalion of cavalry, and proceeded with them
across the river, having first ordered two regiments of General
McCown's division to follow.

On landing I was met by Generals Pillow and Cheatham, whom
I directed with the regiments of General Cheatham's command and
portions of others, to press the enemy to his boats. This order was
executed with alacrity and in double-quick time. The route over
which we passed was strewn with the dead and wounded of the con-

flicts of Colonel Marks and General Cheatham, already alluded to,

and with arms, knapsacks, overcoats, etc.

On arriving at the point where his transports lay, I ordered the

column, headed by the One Hbndred and Fifty-fourth Senior Regi-
ment of Tennessee Volunteers, under cover of a field thickly set with
corn, to be deployed along the river bank within easy range of the
boats. This being accomplished, a heavy fire was opened upon them
simultaneously, riddling them with balls, and as we have reason to

believe with heavy loss to the enemy. Under this galling fire he cut
his lines and retreated from the shore, many of his soldiers being
driven overboard by the rush of those behind them. Our fire was
returned by the heaviest cannonading from his gunboats, which dis-

charged upon our lines showers of grape, canister, and shell as they
retired with their convoy in the direction of Cairo. It being now
sunset, and being left in possession of the field, I ordered the troops
to retire.

My first acknowledgments for this signal triumph of our arms
and the defeat of the machinations of our enemies are due to the
favoring providence of Almighty God, by which his plans were
unveiled and frustrated, and by which the hearts of our troops were
made strong in the day of battle. Confiding in the justice of our
cause, we have felt we could put our trust in His protection and
defense, and He has given us the victory.

Our thanks are due to the brave officers and soldiers who, under
God, were the instruments of this victory. To Brigadier-General
Pillow, to whom the duty of receiving the enemy's attack was as-
signed, is due the credit of meeting that attack with firmness, and
of sustaining the heat of the conflict in the early part of the engage-
ment. This he did with persistent energy ancl gallantry, coura-
geously supporting and encouraging his troops by cheering words
and personal example.
My thanks are due to General McCown for the promptitude with

which he made the disposition proper for the defense of the left
flank on the Columbus side, and for the manner in which he con-
trolled the movements of the gunboats by the judicious management
of the field battery of Captain Stewart, the siege battery of Captain
Hamilton, and the heavy guns in the fort.

I am indebted, also, to General Cheatham, who, at a later hour, by
his promptitude and gallantry, rallied the broken fragments of our
columns, and directed them with such resistless energy against the
enemy's flank.

Colonel Marks, of the Eleventh Louisiana Regiment, rendered the
most eflScient service by the decision with which he led his column in
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the face of the most discouraging circumstances, to the attack on the
enemy's fiank.

The condition of the field after the battle and the route pursued
by the flying enemy sufficiently testify to the deadly aim of the
Louisianians and Tennesseeans who composed his command. It was
in this attack that the gallant Major Butler lost his life in the per-
formance of a duty in advance of his columns. He was a young
officer of high promise, and deeply lamented by all who knew him.
The fii-mness with which Colonel J. V. Wright and his gallant

regiment sustained themselves on the left flank of the first line of
battle, as elsewhere, merits strong commendation.
The Watson battery was served with decided ability and unflinch-

ing courage by its commander. Captain Beltzhoover, who retired his
guns from the field only after he had exhausted his ammunition. In
this connection also, as belonging to the same command, it is due to
Colonel Tappan and his regiment to say that the promptness with
which they prepared to receive the enemy and the determined cour-
age with which they sustained their part of the general conflict, are
entitled to approbation.
To Captain M. Smith, of the Mississippi battery, and Major A. P.

Stewart, who directed the artillery in the fort, I am particularly
indebted for the skill and judgment manifested in the service of the
guns under their command, to the joint fire from which I feel not a
little indebted for turning the fortunes of the day.

But to recite in detail all the instances of skill and courage dis-

played by individual commanders and their several commands would
be to run well throtigh the list of those who were engaged, and to

anticipate also the reports of the division and regimental com-
manders.
The battle was fought against great odds, both as to numbers and

position. The Mississippi Kiver dividing the field placed us at a

disadvantage which it was necessary to overcome, and although we
experienced an occasional reverse these reverses were soon repaired,

and the results of the day proved beyond all doubt the superiority of

our troops in all the essential characteristics of the soldier.

To Acting Assistant Adjutant-General Blake, C. S. Army; Lieu-

tenant Dixon, C. S. Army, Engineers; Captain Champneys, Ord-
nance; Lieutenant Snowden, C. S. Army, Topographical Corps;
Major H. W. Winslow, acting aid-de-camp, all members of my staff,

I feel indebted for their promptness and activity in the execution of

my orders and for their support in directing the operations of the

day.

In a conflict continued through so many hours, and so hotly con-

tested, the list of casualties must be expected to be large. Our loss

in killed was 105; wounded, 419; missing, 117. Total, 641.

The number of prisoners taken by the enemy, as shown by their

list furnished us, was 106, all of whom have been returned by
exchange.
Of the enemy's loss we have no means of accurate information,

but from all the sources opened to us, the condition of- the field, the

list of prisoners taken by us, the report of those returned to us, and
the reports of the enemy, I am satisfied it can not fall short of 1,500

;

fourteen-fifteenths of that number must have been killed, wounded,
and drowned.
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After making a liberal exchange of the captured with the enemy,

100 of their prisoners remain still in my hands. I have also a stand

of colors, a fraction over 1,000 stand of arms, with knapsacks, ammu-

nition, and other military stores.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. Polk,

Major-General, Commanding.

Colonel W. W. Mackall,
Assistant Adjutant-General, 0. S. A.

Report of Brigadier-General PUlow, C. S. Army.

Headquarters 1st Division, Army at Columbus,
November 10, 1861.

Under instructions delivered in person by Major-General Polk on

the morning of the 7th instant I crossed to the village of Belmont, on

the Missouri shore, four regiments of my division, and as rapidly as

possible placed them in position about 400 yards from the river

bank, in line with Colonel Tappan's regiment and Colonel Beltz-

hoover's battery, to receive the large force of the enemy advancing

on the small encampment at that place. These regiments, from
measles and diseases incident to the Mississippi bottom, and absen-

tees, had been reduced to below 500 men for duty, as shown by the

daily morning report. They were formed in line of battle, with

Colonel "Wright's regiment on the left of Colonel Beltzhoover's bat-

tery, and with Colonels Pickett's, Freeman's, Tappan's, and Russell's

regiments on the right, the last now under the command of Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Bell, of the battery. These regiments, all told, numbered
about 2,500 men.

Before the line of battle was formed, I advanced three companies of

skirmishers, taken from the regiments of Colonels Tappan, Pickett,

and Freeman, under the command of Adjutant Stith, of Freeman's
regiment, to check the advancing column, so as to give me time to

make the necessary dispositions for battle, using the utmost possible

dispatch. I had bareh'^ got the forces in position when the skirmish-
ers were driven in and the shock took place between the opposing
forces. Had I been less pressed for time to make the necessary dis-

position of my small force, my imperfect knowledge of the surround-
ings of the field would of itself have embarrassed me ; but I had no
choice of position, not time to make any reconnoissance, nor even
satisfactory disposition for occupying the field left me.
When the conflict commenced and both lines were fairly engaged, I

soon observed the enemy's cavalry turning my left flank and hovering
around me, closing the field nearly to the river. Having no cavalry
at hand I was under the necessity of ordering a portion of my force
engaged with the enemy in front, weak as was that force, to protect
me from that body of cavalry, said to be 450 strong. For this purpose
orders were given to Colonel Wright to detach one company of his
regiment. He accordingly assigned this duty to Company A, then
commanded by Lieutenant Rhea. Several attempts were made by the
enemy's infantry to flank my right and left wings, but the attempt
on the right was defeated by the deadly fire and firm attitude of that
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wing, comprised of the regiments of Colonels Russell and Tappan,
commanded by Colonel Russell as brigade commander. The attempt
to turn the left wing was defeated by the destructive fire of Beltz-
hoover's battery and Colonel Wright's regiment, aided by a line of
felled timber extending obliquely from the left into the bottom. In
these attempts of the enemy and the movement of the troops it was
easy to see that his force was large enough to have surrounded my
little force with triple lines.

Failing in these efforts to flank my position, he pressed heavily
forward the advance line and braced it firmly with his large reserve.
I advised Major-General Polk of my position and of the strength of
the enemy, and asked for support and a supply of ammunition, which
was becoming short from the constant and heavy fire which was
required to check the advance of the determined foe. The two wings
of the line stood firm and unbroken for several hours, but the center,

consisting of Colonels Pickett's and Freeman's regiments, being in
the open field and greatly exposed, once or twice faltered, but by my
own and the efforts of their officers were promptly returned to their
original position and continued the conflict.

At length Colonel Beltzhoover reported to me that his ammunition
was exhausted. Colonel Bell had previously reported his regiment
out of ammunition, and Colonel Wright that one battery of his regi-

ment had exhausted its ammunition. I directed Colonel Beltzhoover
to remove his guns to the rear. The team of one gun had run off with
the limber, leaving the gun in its position of battery. The others
were drawn to the river bank, and Colonel Beltzhoover applied to

me to assist him in removing the gun which he could not remove.
I rode up to the right wing of Colonel Wright's regiment for the
purpose of directing a detail of men to remove this gun, but that

regiment was so hotly engaged with the enemy and were in such
close proximity to him that I thought it better to let the gun go,

even if it should be ultimately lost, than to weaken the small force

which then held in check the enemy's masses, pressing heavily upon
the regiment.
My battery being silenced for want of ammunition, and one regi-

ment and a battalion having exhausted its supply, and the enemy's
force being unchecked and now emerging into the edge of the field,

I ordered the line to use the bayonet. The charge was made by the

whole line and the enemy driven back into the woods. But his line

was not broken and he kept up a deadly fire, and being supported
by his large reserve, my line was forced back to its original position,

while that of the enemy advanced. The charge was repeated the

second and the third time, forcing the enemy's line heavily against

his reserve, but with like result.

Firiding it impossible longer to maintain my position without rein-

forcements and ammunition, I ordered the whole line to fall back to

the river bank. In this movement my line was more or less broken

and my corps mingled together, so that when we reached the river

bank it had the appearance of a mass of men rather than an organized

corps. On my arrival in the rear of the command, I met Colonel J. K.
Walker, of my own division, with his regiment coming to my support.

1 ordered him to advance his regiment as promptly as possible to

check the advance of the enemy's force and hold him back, so as to

give me time to move the force up the river bank and to form the
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commands, and said to him that I would cross through the fallen

timber, turn the enemy's position, and attack him in the rear. Col-

onel Walker's regiment promptly advanced, with the enemy's force

in the open field, and held him in check until his line of fire and artil-

lery had cut down a large portion of the regiment, when it was forced

back and sheltered itself under the bank of the river, from which posi-

tion the regiment kept up a constant fire while it moved by the flank

up the river bank. When the enemy's force reached the bank of the

river, he was met by the fire of Captain Smith's battery (of General
Cheatham's division) from the opposite side of the river, which,
being well directed, together with that of the heavy guns from the

works above Columbus, made him recoil from the front.

In the meantime I had advanced the main body of my original

force in broken order up the river to a point where I could cross

through the fallen timber to make the flank movement. There I met
Colonel Marks of Brigadier-General J. P. McCown's division, and
Colonel Carroll's (of my own division) regiments, ordered by Major-
General Polk to my support. I immediately placed these fresh troops
under the command of the gallant old veteran. Colonel Marks, at the
head of the column, and directed him to lead the advance in double-
quick time through the woods and to the enemy's rear, and to attack
him with vigor, telling him that I would support the movement with
all the forces formerly engaged, though from their conflict of four
hours with such superior numbers, it was hardly to be expected that
they could act with the same vigor as the fresh troops.

In this movement I directed Colonel Russell, who was commanding
a brigade, and who had throughout the day promptly executed all my
orders and aided me with disposition and movements to rally and
push forward his command to the support of Colonel Marks' attack-
ing column. My brave young friend. Captain W. H. Jackson, who
reported to me for duty on my staff (being wholly unable to get his
light battery on shore), I directed to lead this column against the
enemy's rear. The movement was promptly and gallantly made,
and was a complete success. The enemy finding himself between two
fires, that of Smith's artillery in front and of Colonel Marks' and
Russell's columns in the rear, after a feeble resistance broke and fled
in great disorder and was hotly pursued by our troops.
The brave General Cheatham now having reached that part of the

field, by his presence added new vigor to the pursuit. The ene-
my's forces were cut to pieces by a destructive fire until they had
reached a point far in the bottom, when General Cheatham thought
it prudent to halt with the column and to bring up his brigade, which
was on the way. Having returned to the river bank for that pur-
pose, where he met General Polk (bringing with him Colonel Smith's
brigade, of General Cheatham's division), who had now arrived
General Polk ordered the pursuit continued with the whole force'
accompanying the pursuing column himself until we reached the
point where the enemy had made his surgical headquarters and de-
pository of stores of ammunition, baggage, etc. Here we found a
yard full of knapsacks, arms, ammunition, blankets, overcoats, mess
chest, horses, wagons, and dead and wounded men, with surgeons en-
gaged in the appropriate duties of their profession. The enemy's
route of retreat was strewn likewise with many of these articles and
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abundantly with blood, dead, and wounded men. The pursuit was
continued under the immediate command and direction of Major-
General Polk until we came in sight of the enemy's gunboats and
transports.

Upon reaching the new field of duty, by direction of the major-
general, I ordered the victorious commands as they arrived to move
as rapidly as possible through the cornfield to the bank of the river,
directing the different corps entering opposite the ground they would
occupy on the river bank and lining the bank for more than a mile,
when being in position they should open their fire on the troops, and
as the boats passed up the river to give the enemy their fire. I need
not say that this whole movement was admirably executed. When
the fire opened it was so hot and destructive that the troops on the
boats rushed to the opposite side of the boats and had to be forced
back by the bayonet to prevent capsizing. They did not take time to
unloose the cable, but cut all loose and were compelled to run through
the fire of sharpshooters lining the bank for more than a mile.
I also directed Captain Taylor's company, of Lieutenant-Colonel
Logwood's battalion (Tennessee Volunteers), with whom was Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Miller, to pursue up the river bank the enemy's cav-
alry and 2,000 of his infantry that could not be taken on board in
their distressed condition. These last were so fleet of heel and had got
so good a start that the cavalry could only overtake the stragglers
ana slow of foot, many of whom were made prisoners. These fine

horsemen and admirable marksmen could not return, however, from
such a pursuit without delivering with their rifles volleys of salutes

to their Northern brethreuj with whom they so much regretted to
part and whose better acquaintance they sought to make.
This ended the day, so glorious to our arms that its refulgence will

be seen by the descendants of the gallant men who formed the army
long after their remains shall have mouldered into dust and all else

lost in oblivion except the memory of their glorious deeds. That the
small Spartan army which withstood the constant fire of three times
their number for nearly four hours (a large portion of them being
without ammunition) did its duty gallantly is manifest from the
length and character of the conflict, the great inequality of numbers,
and the result; that the officers were all at their posts, nobly meeting
all their responsibilities is proven by the fact that the field officers

were nearly all dismounted, some of them having had two horses

killed under them.
In the case of Colonel Beltzhoover, whose guns were lost, I deem

it proper to say that when his ammunition was exhausted I ordered
him to take his guns from the field. He brought them (all except

one) to the bank of the river under a fire of the enemy, which it

was easier to face than to retire from. The gun he had no means
of removing was committed to my charge. He fought his guns gal-

lantly until all his ammunition was exhausted, and then removed
them with the retiring force as far as it was possible to remove them
on the bank of the river. They were then abandoned. He had
forty-five of his horses killed, and all wounded except one. This
is the highest vindication of his almost uneqiialed gallantry. ,1

am happy to say, however, that we recaptured all of those guns but

two, and captured one of the enemy's guns. We likewise captured
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arms, ammunition, knapsacks, ambulances, mess chests,^ and port-

folios of general officers, surgical instruments, and all the vast para-

phernalia of an army, nearly sufficient for the wants of a new army.

In such a conflict of arms, illustrating so fully the superior mettle

of the Southern soldier, a conflict in which all did their duty, it

is impossible to discriminate. To mention individual officers or men
who distinguished themselves would require a catalogue of the whole.

I must content myself by referring the major-general to the reports

of colonels and brigade commanders. To the noble dead, who have
sacrificed their lives in vindication of the honor and rights of their

country on the bloody field of Belmont, we may be excused for pay-

ing a last tribute of respect. They died like heroes. Many of them
falling were seen still fighting until overwhelmed by superior num-
bers. Their noble spirits departed to Him who presided over the

bloody field and crowned our arms with a victory scarcely having
a parallel in history.

I am reluctant to close this report without special notice of my
personal staff, more especially since they have no one else by whom
testimony to their good behavior and gallant conduct can be borne.

Major Finnie, my division quartermaster, and Captain Jackson
(commanding one of my splendid batteries, but in the action on duty
on my staff) were dangerously wounded while executing my orders.

Captain Jackson's horse received six balls at the time he was himself
wounded. Major Henry, my assistant adjutant-general, had two
horses killed under him. Captain Bethel's horse was wounded.
Lieutenant Pillow, my son, had his horse killed. Lieutenant Long,
one of my aids-de-camp, alone escaped untouched. Colonel Burch,
my legal aid, was absent under my orders upon important business
connected with this department of the service. These facts prove
them to have been at the post of duty. I need not add that they
rendered me important aid in my trying and responsible position.
The fact of two of them being cut down, and the others dismounted,
placed me for a large portion of the conflict in a position not a little

embarrassing for want of staff officers. I must also acknowledge
the very valuable assistance I received from Major Winslow, aia-
de-camp to Major-General Polk, who reported to me for duty, and
who was active and efficient in bearing my orders the balance of the
day, in doing which he was greatly exposed.

Small portions of the Mississippi and Tennessee cavalry, forming
a portion of this army, reached me late in the conflict under the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Logwood, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Miller, accompanying the commaftd, reported with a small command
upon my arrival upon the bank of the river and were promptly
placed in position to meet the enemy's cavalry on the left. From
this portion of the line I received no further trouble, and though no
general conflict took place with the enemy, it was doubtless owing
to the fact that he did not choose to accept a trial of strength at
their hands.
Having spoken in words of not undeserved praise of the heroic

little army that withstood for four hours three times their numbers
of picked troops of the enemy, and of those brave officers and men
of Generals Cheatham's and McCown's divisions, whose good for-
tune it was to participate in that brilliant achievement, and of the
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timely aid rendered from the field and fixed batteries already men-
tioned, I must be permitted to ascribe the glorious results, ^U of
miraculous incidents, to the overruling providence of a merciful
Gad, and to acknowledge thus officially and publicly my profound
consciousness of His sustaining power over my own heart and reso-
lution of purpose and in shielding my person from the many perils
with which my pathway through this dark and bloody field was
beset.

That our loss should have been severe in such a conflict might
be expected. That of the enemy's was more than treble ours. Of
this we had the most abundant evidence in the incidents on the
field, in his flight, and his helpless condition when assailed in his
crowded transports with the fire of thousands of deadly rifles. I
transmit herewith a list of our killed, wounded, and missing, num-
bering 632. Of this number 562 were of my own division and Tap-
pan's regiment, which constituted the force originally engaged.
We have no means of knowing accurately the loss of the enemy,

but we buried of the enemy 295. The enemy, under a flag of truce,

were engaged at the same labor a large portion of the day. We
have near 200 Federal prisoners wounded, and the enemy had 7
ambulances (which we captured) actually engaged in taking their

wounded from their surgical headquarters to their boats while the
action was progressing. We have the most unquestionable infor-

mation from persons who were in Cairo when the Federal fleet

returned who state that the enemy were a day and a half removing
and burying their dead and wounded from their boats, and all ac-

counts from Cairo and from persons who were with boats during
our fire represent the fire on the enemy huddled on the transports

was more destructive than that of any part of the battle. A cap-

tain of one of the transports of the enemy's expedition represents

the loss to be 1,800 or 2,000 men. With these sources of informa-

tion and all the light these afford, I think the enemy's loss could not

be less than 2,000 men.
^

GiD. J. Pillow,
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army.

Captain E. D. Blake, C. S, Army,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Beport of Brigadier-General Cheatham, C. S. Army.

Headquarters, Camp Moore, November 8, 1861.

Sir : In obedience to the order of Major-General Polk I herewith

transmit a report of the operations of the forces under my command
in the engagement opposite Columbus on the 7th instant.

I remained with Major-General Polk near the battery on the hill

until the hour of 10 a. m., when, under his orders, I rejoined my own
division, having previously placed it in position, and awaited orders

from him. At about the hour of 12 : 30 p. m, I received orders from
Major-General Polk to bring forward to the river one of my brigades,

and immediately advanced to that position the first brigade. Colonel

Preston Smith, commanding, composed of the One hundred and

N w R—VOL 22 27
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fifty-fourth Senior Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, commanded by
Lieutenant-Colonel Marcus J. Wright, and the regiment of Missis-

sippi volunteers, commanded by Colonel A. K. Blythe, leaving the
Second Brigade of my division, composed of the Sixth and Ninth
Kegiments Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel William H. Stephens com-
manding, in possession of the right of our lines, which position was
occupied by this brigade during the entire day.
On my arrival at the river Dank fronting the town my command

was drawn up preparatory to crossing to the opposite shore. Just at

this time the enemy obtained possession of the field and camp but re-

cently occupied by the Thirteenth Arkansas Regiment and Captain
Beltzhoover's light battery, and drove our troops under the river

bank and up the stream to a point opposite the position occupied by
the troops under my command, and brought forward their batteries

close up to the river bank and opened a brisk cannonade upon my
troops and the steamers detailed to transport the command across the
river. Seeing the impracticability of throwing the troops across the
river at this time, resulting from the confusion of the transports un-
der fire, their embarkation was suspended for a short time, and under
the orders of Major-General Polk I proceeded with my staff aboard
the steamboat Prince to cross over and rally the large body of troops
then on the opposite side of the river, and attack the enemy in the
flank. Just as I was in the act of going aboard the steamer, not will-

ing to lose the service of either one of my staff, I dispatched Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Ashford, late of the Second Regiment Tennessee Volun-
teers, to inform Major-General Polk that I had placed the battery of
Captain Melancthon Smith, of the Second Brigade of my division, in
the rear of the town near the hospital, and to request him to send an
order to Captain Smith to advance his battery to the river near the
mill, and shell the camp and field before mentioned and at this time in
the possession of the enemy, and I am happy to inform you that the
order was executed in the most gallant and effective manner, and con-
tributed njjtt a little to the general success of the day.
Upon my arrival on the opposite side of the river I found the frag-

ments of the Thirteenth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers, Colonel
Tappan; Second Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel Walker,
and Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel John V.
Wright, formed and anxious to again confront the enemy. These
regiments, with others, had already suffered severely in the engage-
ment of the • forenoon. In a few minutes these three regiments
formed in line under my direction, the Thirteenth Arkansas in front,
followed by the Second and Thirteenth Tennessee, and moved di-
rectly back from the river in the direction of the enemy's trans-
ports and gunboats, intending, if possible, to take them in flank.
Advancing about a half mile I suddenly came upon about fifty
mounted men, who were hailed and found to be Illinois Cavalry,
and at the same moment and immediately in front I discovered a
large body of troops, the Seventh Iowa and Colonel Logan's Illinois
regiment, drawn up in line of battle. I immediately ordered my
column forward and formed a line in a small ravine, the Thirteenth
Arkansas on the right, flanked by the Second and Thirteenth Ten-
nessee, with some detached companies from other regiments, and at
once opened upon the enemy a most terrific fire, and which they
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promptly returned, but under the rapid and galling fire of our col-

umns the enemy soon wavered and were charged upon with the
bayonet and completely routed, and under the continuous fire from
our column in pursuit, were slaughtered from that point to within
a few hundred yards of their gunboats lying more than 2 miles from
the position in which we engaged them. Here it was that Captain
J. Welly Armstrong fell while gallantly calling to his men to fol-

low him in the pursuit of the dismayed and retreating foe.

In this engagement we recaptured several pieces of artillery, took
40 of the enemy as prisoners besides a large number killed and
wounded. After the rout began I sent forward with the troops my
adjutant-general, James D. Porter, jr., and returned in the direction

of Columbus to meet my own command, for which I had sent my
aid-de-camp, Major F. H. McNairy, so soon as I discovered the
enemy posted in front. On my arrival near the river I met Major-
General Polk, and reported in person the rout of the enemy and the
successful operations of the forces under my command.

Colonel Smith in the meantime had succeeded in crossing the
river with his brigade, and I immediately ordered him forward at

double-quick, hoping to arrest the flying column of the enemy. On
arriving at the dwelling house used by the enemy as a hospital for

the wounded. General Polk came up with the head of his column,
and remained with it until we arrived at a point directly opposite

to the gunboats of the enemy, when, under his order, I directed

Colonel Smith to move the heads of his command to the river above
the boats of the enemy, and facing by the rear rank, throw his left

below them. Seeing the boats in the act of moving off, Lieutenant-

Colonel Wright moved the right wing of the One hundred and fifty-

fourth to the right and immediately in front of the enemy, and
finding them hurrying on board, deployed his command as skir-

mishers and opened a destructive fire on the enemy. The left wing
of the One hundred and fifty-fourth, with Colonel Blythe's Missis-

sippi regiment, both under Colonel Smith, charged down on the

retreating boats and opened a fire upon them. Lieutenant-Colonel

Miller of the First battalion Mississippi cavalry, with a part of his

command joined us here, and having dismounted his command,
rendered important service in the attack on the gunboats. Before

making the attack on the enemy's boats I detailed Captain Fitz-

gerald, of Company F, One hundred and fifty-fourth Regiment,

with 16 men as skirmishers, who, after the attack, rejoined the com-

mand, having killed 3 of the enemy and captured 8 prisoners ; these,

with 4 captured by Lieutenant-Colonel Wright's command, were

delivered over to the proper authorities. I have no means of ascer-

taining the amount of injury inflicted on the enemy by this attack

on his transports, but conclude from the coolness and deliberation

of my men m taking their aim that the slaughter must have been

considerable.

On my return from the attack on the gunboats I detailed a force to

bring in the wounded and prisoners. I also ordered Captain White,

of the Tennessee cavalry, to proceed down the lake and look after a

body of the enemy who were supposed to have retired in that direc-

tion. He reported on the following morning that he captured 8

prisoners.
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In concluding this report I beg leave to return, through the major-
general commanding, my thanks to the officers and men under my
immediate command for the coolness, courage, and gallantry exhib-

ited in the engagement at Belmont. To the two gentlemen composing
my staff—Major Porter and Major McNairy—I am much indebted

for their zeal, promptness, and gallantry on the field, as I am also

to John J. Campbell and Albot L. Robertson, two young gentlemen,

members of my military family, acting as volunteer aids, both boys
in years, yet exhibiting the spirit of veterans. For a detailed report

of the operations of my own division of the army, I refer you to

the copies of reports of Colonel Preston Smith, commanding the First

Brigade ; Colonel W. H. Stephens, commanding the Second Brigade,

and Lieutenant-Colonel John H. Miller, commanding First Missis-

sippi Battalion of cavalry, herewith forwarded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. Cheatham,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Second Division.

Captain E. D. Blake,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Beport of Brigadier-Oeneral HcCown, C. S. Army.

Headquarters Third Division,
Columhus, Ky., November 9, 1861.

In obedience to your instructions I have the honor to report the

part my division (Third) took in the action of the 7th instant

:

Early in the morning of the 7th my advance picket reported two
gunboats and transports coming down the river, and soon afterwards
that the boats had landed on the Missouri shore and were disembark-
ing troops. I at once advanced Captain R. A. Stewart, Pointe
Coupee battery, under the protection of Lieutenant-Colonel Kennedy,
Louisiana battalion. The two gunboats dropped down the river and
were at once engaged with Captain Stewart s battery and Captain
Hamilton's siege guns. The battery below also opened upon the gun-
boats. After half an hour's engagement the boats were driven up the
river. The major-general came upon the field and informed me that
he anticipated an attack on this side.

In the meantime the enemy had landed a large force on the Mis-
souri shore and soon after engaged the forces sent to reinforce Colonel
Tappan, under the command of Brigadier-General Pillow. The
enemy finally succeeded in reaching the river below Belmont and
planted a battery that- played upon our boats. The gunboats again
dropped down the river. About the same time I received informa-
tion from the general commanding that a large force was on their
side of the river. I saw that the plans of the enemy were to pre-
vent reinforcements from crossing the river. I sent an order to
Lieutenant Humes to advance Captain Bankhead's battery to the
shore and drive the Federal battery and troops from the position
they had taken, but this had been effected, by an order already given
by the major-general, by Captain Smith's battery and the rifled gun
in the fort. The gunboat, after an hour's conflict, again retired,
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after having come low enough down the river to throw shells into the
works.
At about 11 o'clock I was informed that Colonel Marks' regiment,

commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, Colonel Marks com-
manding First Brigade, was ordered to cross the river, Colonel Marks
commanding. I saw with pride and pleasure the noble and decisive
part their regiment played in the action. I send enclosed Colonel
Marks' report. Toward the close of the day, by order of the major-
general, I sent Colonel Neely's (Fourth Tennessee) regiment and
Colonel Scott, Twelfth Louisiana Regiment, across the river, com-
manded by Colonel Neely. These regiments crossed too late to take
an active part in the action. The heaviest fire from the gunboats was
against the batteries of Captain R. A. Stewart and Captain S. H. D.
Hamilton, resulting from their advanced position. They and their

men deserve credit for the effective service rendered. The heavy
battery under the command of Major A. P. Stewart rendered effective

service both against the gunboats and the enemy across the river. It

is proper here to state that I advanced Colonel E. W. Gantt's
Arkansas regiment, not properly belonging to my division, upon the
Milburn road to repel any attack from that quarter, in the execution
of which order Colonel Gantt came very near losing his life from
the bursting of a shell.

I take pleasure in commending the gallant conduct of my staff,

Lieutenant Bait. Barrow, acting assistant adjutant-general; Major
Greorge W. McCown, aid-de-camp ; Major W. E. Dyer, quartermaster;
Lieutenant G. P. Smart, adjutant artillery, who remained with me
during the day, and Captain George T. Moorman, acting aid-de-camp,
who were much exposed in the line of their duty. Major McCown and
Captain Moorman on both sides of the river.

I regretted that I was deprived of the service of Major Bradford,
adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Henry S. Foote, jr., aid-de-camp,

who was absent under orders. Sergeant E. M. Ross was much ex-

posed, and useful in bringing me accurate information.

Major Butler, of the Eleventh Regiment, fell mortally wounded
in advance of his regiment. Lieutenant R. J. Alexander was killed,

fallantly leading his men. Lieutenants R. R. Dennison and James
[iller were wounded.
I send a list of the killed and wounded. I am happy to say that all

my command, wherever employed, exhibited coolness and decision.

Very respectfully submitted.
J. P. McCown,

Brigadier-General, C. S. Army.
Captain E. D. Blake,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

BepoTt of Colonel Wright, C. S. Army, commanding Thirteenth Tennessee
Begiment.

Headquarters Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment,
Columbus, Ky., November 8, 1861.-

On yesterday morning at 9 o'clock, in obedience to orders, I caused

my regiment to be formed and marched rapidly to a position in front
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of headquarters of Brigadier-General Pillow. From thence I was

ordered on board the steamer Prince, and conveyed across the river

to the Missouri shore, where I was met by General Pillow, who
ordered me to form my line as rapidly as possible on the extreme left

and immediately to the left of T\Jatson Battery of artillery. This

last order was promptly obeyed by marching the regiment to the

distance of three-quarters of a mile to a position where we found the

battery already posted. I was ordered by General Pillow in person

to detach from my command a company to be sent to the left and
posted on a road leading down the river. I accordingly, through

Lieutenant-Colonel Vaughan, detached Company A, under the com-

mand of Lieutenant Matt. Rhea for that purpose. I was then

ordered by General Pillow to hold my position, and if the firing on

the right (which had already commenced) should continue for any
considerable time to move my regiment up to the right. My regiment

was posted on an open field near the edge of the woods, and on ground
considerably elevated. It was about 10 o'clock in the morning when
I took my position on the field, and had been there but a short time

until I was actively engaged by the enemy, who were posted behind

the woods in my front. Though only about 80 yards in front of me,
the obstructions were so numerous that the enemy could not be seen.

My men returned the fire almost immediately and stood their ground,
bravely defending their position, though the killed and wounded
were falling thick and fast on every side.

In a very short time after the attack commenced on me I heard a

heavy fire of musketry on my left, and knew that Lieutenant Rhea
with his command was engaging the enemy. I immediately commu-
nicated this intelligence to General Pillow, meantime holding my
position, my men receiving and returning an incessant fire. This
was kept up for near an hour and a half, when I ordered Lieutenant-
Colonel Vaughan to report to General Pillow that my ammunition
was nearly exhausted and that my men were suffering greatly from the
fire of the enemy. Colonel Vaughan returned and brought with him
orders from General Pillow for my regiment to retire. I gave the
order and the [regiment] retired to near the river, where some con-
fusion occurred, and a portion of the regiment went up the river, led
bj Colonel Vaughan, and the balance followed me up the bank of the
river, taking protection from the artillery under the bank of the
river. The two lines were united again at the upper landing, where
I was ordered by Colonel J. Knox Walker, commanding brigade, to
fall in with my command on the left of the Second Tennessee Regi-
ment and proceed to charge the enemy. This was done most
promptly, and in a short time we found ourselves in the presence of
the enemy, who were moving to the right. We formed line rapidly
and poured a most destructive fire upon them, my men shouting and
huzzaing as they rushed on to the charge.
At this time I was on foot, having had my horse shot under me in

the previous engagement. Here a great number of the enemy were
killed and wounded and a great many prisoners captured. Soon
after this I was ordered by General Pillow to halt my regiment and
march back to the river with the prisoners, resupply my men with
ammunition, and wait there for orders. I gave the order, but owing
to the noise a large number of my men did not hear the command, and
only a portion halted, the others continuing in pursuit of the flying



NAVAL FOKOES ON WESTERN WATERS. 423

enemy until they made their escape on the boats. They returned,
bringing with them many more prisoners.

My loss was about 149 in killed, wounded, and missing; that is to
sar, 25 noncommissioned oflScers and privates and 2 commissioned
officers killed, 73 privates wounded, and 49 missing. Most of those
missing are from the compahy (A), which was sent out under Lieu-
tenant Rhea as skirmishers, and are supposed to have been captured
by the enemy, attempting to rejoin the regiment. Captain Burton, of
Company A, was not in command of his company on account of sick-

ness, but he was on the field near his men, and Lieutenants Rhea and
Middlemas were both killed, fighting bravely. Captains Wisdom,
Wilkins, Morgan, Pittman, and Latta were wounded, out not danger-
ously. Adjutant Morgan was slightly wounded in the arm, as was
Surgeon J. A. Forbes. Lieutenant-Colonel Vaughan had two horses

shot under him, and exposed himself, most gallantly discharging his

duties. Lieutenant Arnold, of Company A, was slightly wounded in

the breast. Lieutenant Edwards, of Company I, was wounded.
I feel that it is due I should mention the names of H. H. Falls and

Arch Houston, citizens of Tennessee, and Charles L. Roberts, citizen

of Alabama, who were here temporarily and who fell into the ranks
and fought with the regiment during the engagement. Mr. Hpuston
was wounded in the face by the bursting of a shell, and Mr. Roberts
was killed early in the engagement.

I can not speak in terms of praise too high were I to attempt to do
justice to the gallant officers and men under my command. Though
unused to war, and in their first engagement, they stood and received

a fire from the enemy which might have made veterans quail, and did

not abandon their position until their object was accomplished, and
they were ordered by General Pillow to retire. To mention all the

individual acts of Jbravery and gallant bearing would make this report

too lengthy. Suffice it to say that all, officers and men, behaved them-
selves bravely and coolly, and to my entire satisfaction.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. V. Wright,
Colonel, Commanding Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment.

Colonel J. Knox Walker,
Commanding First Brigade, First Division.

General Order of Uajor-General Folk, C. S. Army, comniandinir.

General Orders, |
Hdqrs. First Div., Western Dept.,

No. 20.
)

Columbus, Ky., November 12, 1S61.

The major-generalcommanding,with profound acknowledgment of

the overruling providence of Almighty God, congratulates the officers

and soldiers under his command on the glorious victory achieved by

them at Belmont, on the 7th instant. The battle began in the morn-

ing, under* disadvantages which would have been discouraging to

the most veteran troops, yet the obstinate resistance offered by a

handful of men to an overwhelming force must long be a lesson to

them, and the closing scenes of the day, in which a routed enemy
was vigorously pursued and attacked in their gunboats will ever be
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remembered in connection with that spirit of our people which has

proclaimed in triumphant tones upon every battlefield, " We can and
we will be free.'^

By command of Major-General Polk:
E. D. Blake,

Captain^ C. S. Army, Act. A-sst. Adjt. Gen.

General Order of General Johnston, C. S. Army.

General Orders, I Headquarters Western Department,
No. 5.

j
Bowling Green, November 30, 1861.

The general has been impatient for reports of the battle of Bel-

mont. They have been received, and he pronounces the work well

done.

To Major-General Polk, who formed troops capable of such
actions, and whose disposition prepared them for such a victory; to

Brigadier-General Pillow, who so skilfully led, and to the officers

and soldiers who so gallantly followed that lead over a hard contested
field to complete success, his thanks are due and his congratulations
heartily given.

This was no ordinary shock of arms. It was a long and trying
contest, in which our troops fought by detachments, and always
against superior numbers.
The 7th of November will fill a bright page in our military annals,

and be remembered with gratitude by the sons ana daughters of the
South.

A. S. Johnston,
Genef^, C. S. Army.

Seport of Captain B. J. Butler, commanding Steamer Prince.

Orinth, Miss., April 2, 1862.

I was present at the battle of Belmont; was in command of tho
Prince as captain. Went over to the battle field about 9 :30 o'clock
with a part of General Pillow's staff and staid upon the battle field
until about 11 :30 or 12 o'clock, when I left, having been sent over to
General Polk by General Pillow. I was sent to General Polk with a
message from General Pillow to the effect that he must have ammuni-
nition and reinforcements or he must withdraw his forces from the
field. Ammunition had been sent for and brought over to the battle
field by my boat, the Prince, previous to my being sent by General
Pillow. This ammunition was lying in boxes on the bank near the
water's edge when I started with the message of General Pillow to
General Polk about reinforcements and ammunition.

I delivered the message from General Pillow to General Polk at
about 12 or 12:30 o'clock, when he was standing upon the, bank with
his staff on the Columbus side of the river. As soon as I delivered
the message to General Polk he sent off one of his staff to have the
ammunition put on my boat. I immediately took it across the river.
I suppose I was not kept waiting for the ammunition more than ten
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minutes. When 1 was crossing the river with the message from Gen-
eral Pillow to General Polk I met the Charm and the H. R. W. Hill
going across to the battle field with reinforcements.

Colonel Dougherty, of the Federal Army, about the close of the
battle, was brought on my boat very badly wounded and evidently
expecting to die. In answer to a question which I asked him, as
to how the battle had gone, his remark was that we had routed them
and whipped them like dogs. I asked him that if it was a fair ques-
tion I would like to know how many men the Federals had on the
field, and he told me between 7,000 and 8,000. I learned afterwards
from him that he was acting brigadier that day.

Very respectfully,

B. J. Butler.
General L. Polk.

Report of Captain W. L. Trask, commanding Steamer Charm.

Columbus, Ky., February H, 1862.

Sir: In answer to the following questions propounded by you, to
wit, What service did you perform with the steamer Charm on
November 7, 1861; also, at what time did you land certain troops?
I beg leave to make the following report

:

At 8 o'clock on the morning of November 7, 1861, being in command
of the steamer Charm, and tying at the wharf or landing at Colum-
bus, having arrived that morning from below, and just finished dis-

charging our load, I received orders from headquarters to get up
steam and hold myself in readiness for any emergency that might
arise, as the enemy were reported landing in Lucas Bend, a short dis-

tance above, and an immediate attack was expected. A few minutes
later we received orders from the quartermaster to transport a quan-
tity of commissary stores across the river to Colonel Tappan's (Thir-
teenth Arkansas) regiment. This duty I performed without delay.

At this time several regiments of troops were embarking on board
the steamers Prince and H. R. W. Hill for transportation across the
river. Upon our return to Columbus, after delivering the commissary
stores, at 9 a. m. Dr. W. S. Bell and staff, of the medical department,
embarked on board the Charm, and desired to be taken across the

river. A number of soldiers belonging to the different regiments
already taken over also came on board at that time and crossed over
with the surgeons. They (the soldiers) numbered about 150, and
were parts or different companies and regiments left behind by their

commanders from the other steamers.

Upon our landing at 9 :30 a. m. on the Belmont side, at the point

afterwards occupied by the enemy—the battle having already begun
and now raging furiously, with the report of musketry gradually
coming nearer the river—^we found on the river bank a number of

our wounded soldiers, and I immediately ordered. them to be taken

on board to be transported across to Columbus. Upon landing on
the Columbus side, and after the wounded had been put on shore, at

II a. m. Colonel Marks' (Eleventh Louisiana) regiment began to

embark on the Charm. After they were on board we took on a quan-
tity of ammunition and one company of Colonel Logwood's cavalry,
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causing some delay. We, however, succeeded in getting away from
the landing at 11 :30 o'clock, and crossed the river under a heavy fire

from the enemy's cannon, they having at this time driven in our
forces, planted their batteries on the nver bank, and directed them
particularly at our boat, and they were otherwise engaged in burning
our tents and destroying our camp, with no one that we could per-

ceive at the time engaging them except the batteries from the

Columbus side.

Upon landing at 12 m. on the Belmont side, and at a point about
400 yards above the position occupied by the enemy's battery—at that

time playing on our boat—we found the landing obstructed by our
disorganized forces, who endeavored to board and take possession of

our boat, and at the same time crying: " Don't land !" " bon't land !"

" "We are whipped !
" " Go back !

" etc. We, however, succeeded in

landing six companies of Colonel Marks' regiment, when the disor-:

fanized troops previously spoken of made a rush on our boat and
orced me to give the order to back the boat from the landing, leaving

my stage planks on the river bank and still having on board the re-

maining four of Colonel Marks' regiment; also Colonel Logwood's
company of cavalry. At this juncture I moved up the river some 200
yards, intending to effect a landing of the remaining companies of
Colonel Marks' regiment by letting them jump from the guards of
the boat when she touched the bank. This I accomplished success-

fully, but found myself unable to land the cavalry company for want
of stage planks and the repeated efforts of our disordered troops to
board the steamer.

I now concluded to recross the river to the Columbus side and allow
the cavalry to embark on some other boat or borrow stage planks from
some other steamer. I succeeded in doing the latter through the
kindness of Captain Lodwick, of the steamer Kentucky. Upon cross-
ing the river to Columbus, after landing Colonel Marks' regiment,
the enemy's cannon still being directed upon us, we were struck sev-
eral times by their shot. One ball, in passing through the boiler deck,
tore off several splinters, one of which prostrated one of the pilots,
Mr. Cayton, stunning him severely, but not otherwise injuring him.
A lady close by, who had refused to go on shore, but had persisted in
staying aboard to assist and relieve the wounded, coolly assisted him
to arise, and did not show the least evidence of fear during the entire
day. No other person was hurt on our boat. In this connection I
will state that the entire crew, with one exception, behaved gallantly
and assisted me in managing the boat, each man attending to his pe-
culiar duties well under all the trying circumstances of the day and
in a very eiBcient manner. With the exception above mentioned every
man did his duty nobly.

AVe now landed a short distance below the foot of the bluff, but be-
ing still an especial mark and an excellent target for the enemy's
artillery, we obeyed an order from the commanding general and
moved some distance higher up. Finding it impossible to select a
suitable landing for the successful embarkation of the reinforcements
then in waiting, we again moved down the river to a point near the
foot of the bluff and alongside the steamer Kentucky, when we took
on board a part of Colonel Blythe's (Mississippi) battalion and Colo-
nel Smith's (Tennessee) regiment, under the commanding general's
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especial direction. On our attempt to back out from the landing
after the troops were on board we found ourselves hard aground, and
we delajed until the steamer Prince came to our assistance and suc-

ceeded in pulling us off. We now crossed over the river and landed
the troops and cavalry on the Belmont side. This was about 2 p. m.,

and in time to join in the pursuit of the enemy, now in full flight from
the battle field, having been first turned by Colonel Marks' regiment,
landed from the steamer Charm the trip previous. After the troops
were landed we began taking on the dead and wounded and some
prisoners, among the latter of whom were Major McClurken, of the
Illinois troops, and Adjutant Boler; also a Yankee flag was brought
in, displayed on our jack staff, to the great delight of our people.

We continued to work until midnight, when we were ordered down
the river after corn by the quartermaster, working all night, the day
following, and the next night without cessation.

Upon our retiirn to Columbus after our trip for corn, we were per-

mitted to rest and clean out the boilers of the steamer, now very much
in need of that service from their constant use for more than ten days.

I have made the foregoing statement and report in answer to your
queries, and I trust that it will meet with your approval and appro-

bation.

With the highest regard, I am, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
W. L. Trask,

Late Commander Confederate Steamer Charm.
Major-General Leonidas Polk,

Commanding, Columbus, Ky.

Report of Brigadier-General Smith, U. S. Army, referring to condi^

tions in the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Paducah, Ky., November 8, 1861.

Sir: In my report of the 6th instant, in relation to the forces of

the enemy, I accidentally overlooked in my notes the works on the

Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.

The more important is Fort Henry, 71 miles up the Tennessee,

just at the State line. It is a strong earthwork on the water front,

but not nearly so strong on the land side. It has three 24 or 32

pounders, one or two 8-inch columbiads, and the remainder of field

guns, in all, from 14 to 16 ; its garrison was, two weeks since, about

1,200. They have been under apprehension of attack from here for

the past two weeks.

Some 8 iniles above Fort Henry the enemy has been for many

weeks endeavoring to convert river steamers into iron-plated gun-

boats. This fort is an obstacle to our gunboats proceeding to look

after such work.
, , , j

I sent an intelligent person to see what progress had been made on

these gunboats, but he was captured. It is my only weak point (this

river) , made so by the use of gunboats.
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The Oonestoga, gunboat, admirably commanded by Lieutenant
Phelps, of the Navy, is my only security in this quarter. He is con-

stantly moving his vessel up and down the Tennessee and Cumber-
land. From the latter river he came in this morning, having gone
into the State of Tennessee as far as Dover, where the enemy have a

work called Fort Gavock, or Fort MacGavock, or something else,

usually called Fort Gavock [Fort Donelson]. He could not give me
an idea of its armament.

I mention these things because it is a favorite idea announced on
the other side that Paducah is to be attacked from three quarters at

once, one quarter being by one or both rivers.

I enclose General Grant's telegram to me of his affair at Belmont
yesterday.

Nothing yet heard from my commands sent in the direction of
Columbus.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. F. SurrH,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

The Adjutant-General,
Headquarters of the Army, Washington, D. C.

Order of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Dove, U. S. Navy,
to assume command of the steamer Maria Denning.

St. Louis, November 8, 1861.

Sib: You will take command temporarily of the steamer Maria
Denning, destined to carry provisions and stores, etc., to Cairo, and
to remain there as a receiving ship.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Footte,

Captain, V. S. Navy, etc.
Commander B. M. Dove, U. S. Navy,

St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Brigadier-General Grant, V. S. Army, to Captain Foote,
V. S. Navy, to furnish statement regarding gunboats.

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, November IS, 1861.

Sir : Will you please send, as soon as possible, a statement of the
condition and armament of your gunboats ?

Very respectfully, yours, etc.,

U. S. Grant,
„ , . „^ Bfigadier-General, Commandina.
Captain Walke,

Commanding Flotilla, Cairo, III.
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Appointment of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, as ftag-officer, command-
ing V. S. naval forces on Mississippi River and tributaries.

Navt Department, November 13, 1861.

Sir : You are hereby appointed fla^-officer in command of the U. S.
naval forces employed on the Mississippi River and its tributaries.

I am, respectfully,

Gideon Welles.
Flag-Officer Andrew H. Foote,

Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces on
Mississippi River, St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, transmitting list of officers for
the gunboat service.

St. Louis, November H, 1861.

Snt : I have the honor to enclose a list * of officers I have appointed
for the gunboat flotilla under my command in the Western waters,
up to date, inclusive. I have not the full complement yet, but hope
to have all appointments made before the gunboats are ready.

I intend as a complement for each of the seven gunboats the fol-

lowing class of officers, viz

:

Four masters, 2 pilots, 1 assistant surgeon, 1 acting paymaster, 1
chief engineer, 3 assistant engineers, 1 gunner, 1 carpenter, 1 armorer,
2 masters mates.
For the gunboat New Era the same complement.
For the gunboat Benton, which will be the largest and most effect-

ive war vessel of them all, carrying a larger battery from the larger
tonnage and lighter draft of water, there must necessarily be a
greater complement in some of the grades of officers and men required
than in the seven new gunboats.
This vessel, the Benton^ as she is the most formidable, with lighter

draft, and possesses qualities altogether beyond those of any of the
other gunboats, I have selected as the flag-steamer. *

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Captain, V. S. Navy, etc.

Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs,
^ttartermaster-General, Washington, D. G.

P. S.—The mortar beds are at a stand. I have telegraphed to

ascertain from you whether I shall have these made here, as they
will not be prepared in time at Pittsburg. Please give me orders in

reference to them.
A. H. F.

* This list Is In Foote Papers, No. 4749.

—

Compiler.
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Re-port of Commander Porter, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. New
Era, referring to proposals made to General Grant looking to an
attack upon the enemy at Columhus, Ky.

U. S. Gunboat New Era,
St. Louis, Mo., November 15, 1861.

Sir: On the 13th of October last I made a reconnoissance of the

enemy's force and batteries at the Iron Bluff [Bank] near Columbus,

Ky. I took drawings and plans and ascertained that the enemy were
throwing troops across the Mississippi River on the Missouri shore.

On my return to Cairo I laid these plans before General Grant, the

commanding general at that point, and urged upon him the necessity

of attacking their troops with a combined army and naval force,

and took great pains to impress on his mind the absolute necessity

of having the New Era detailed for the attack, as she was armed
with 9-inch guns and her sides being of sufficient thickness to resist

the enemy's shot. I recollect distinctly stating to General Grant
that the presence of the New Era will insure a victory—her absence

a defeat. I send to you a plan and drawing also. Also subsequently

to the above I laid the same plans before General Smith, at Paducah,
and Colonel Buford, urging them to try and induce General Grant
to make the attack and keep the New Era for that purpose. On
November 1, 1 received a letter or note from General Smith directing

me to proceed to St. Louis. On my way I communicated with Com-
mander Walke and gave him a copy or my plan. At about 1 p. m.
of the same day I passed Cairo and communicated, and was about
five hours in sight. On that Saturday afternoon I anchored 15 miles
from Cairo and sent word to General Grant by a steamer of my
position, informing him if the New Era was wanted for any pur-
pose, or there was a necessity for her return, I could do so in one
hour and a half, and that I would not leave my anchorage before
Sunday morning. I spoke the steamer Louisiana and sent word
to General Grant that I was but 18 miles off and could return at
short notice. ' I was then only steaming with low steam against the
current at the rate of 2 miles per hour, as the water was low and I
was feeling my way.
In all my conversation with General Grant he stated that he could

not make any attack on the point specified, but admitted the neces-
sity of the presence of the New Era.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. D. Porter,
Commander.

Commander A. H. Foote,
Comdg. TJ. S. Gunboat Flotilla on the Western Waters.

[Endorsement.]

Forwarded at the request of Commander Porter, that it may be
placed on file at the Navy Department.

A. H. Foote,
Captain.
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Request from Brigadier-General Grant^ U. S. Army, to Captain
Walke, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Tyler, for the presence
of that vessel at Cairo.

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, November 16, 1861.

Captain: The Lexington requiring some work done, which will
require the putting out her fires, and requiring here at all times an
available gunboat, I would be pleased to have you bring down the
Tyler until the Lexington is again ready for service.

Yours, etc.,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain H. "Walke,
Commanding Gunboat Tyler, Mound City, III.

Letter from, the Quartermaster-General U. S. Army, to Captain Foote,
U.S. Navy, referring to the construction of vessels.

Quartermaster-General's Office,
Washington City, November 15, 1861.

Dear Captain : I regret the bad promise of the gunboats in regard
to draft.

I can not advise you at this distance how to remedy the evil. One
boat fitted up would show its extent and enable you to determine the

best means of remedy, if any be needed.

As for the mortar boats, I have written to you that the appropria-

tion can not meet the cost. They were never intended. I see Mr.
Adams wrote a letter for Lieutenant Porter [which] calls for forty

more tugboats—small propellers.

Money is wanting. I am informed here that General Halleck has
full instructions, and I hope will bring order out of all this.

In the meantime use your own discretion as to alterations of con-

struction. We relied upon the naval constructor who modeled these

gunboats. I still hope ne has not blundered.

Yours, very truly, M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy.
Commanding gunboats.

[Telegram.]

Washington, November 15, 1861.

General Halleck has instructions in regard to mortar boats. Refer

to him.
M. C. Meigs,

Quartermaster-General.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, Noveinher 15, 1861.

Sir: On to-morrow, 16th, 500 seamen will leave Washington, per

railroad, for Cairo, under command of Captain R. Wainwright, to re-

port to you.

I am, respectfully, etc.,

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, November 16, 1861.

Five hundred men leave Washington to-day for Cairo. See Gen-
eral Grant and make best arrangements you can for them until the

receiving ship arrives. Will send paymaster to-day.

A. H. Foote,
Captain.

Commander Roger Perry,
Cairo, III.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Perry, V. S.

Navy, to arrange for the reception of seam-en from Washington,
B.C.

•St. Lotjis, November 16, 1861.

Sir: There are 500 men to leave Washington for Cairo this morn-
ing. They may arrive on Monday. Have the best arrangements
made you can until the receiving ship arrives, which I hope to get off

to-morrow.
See General Grant about the matter, also Captain Graham.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTB,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Commander Roger Perry,
St. Charles Hotel, Cairo, III.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Winslow, V. S.
Navy, to proceed to Cairo, III., in charge of the new gunboat St.
Louis.

St. Louis, November 16, 1861.

Sir: You will please repair on board the new gunboat St. Louis,
with a file of 25 men from the receiving ship, and proceed in that
vessel to Cairo, 111., guarding and protecting her and the public
property on board.
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The St. Lords is still in charge of the constructor, and not yet
accepted by the Government, and therefore you will only see her
safely taken to Cairo, where she will remain in the constructor's
charge. You Avill, however, direct Commander Perry or Stembel, or
Commander Dove, on his arrival with the storeship, to have a guard
placed on board the St. Louis to protect the public property.

After discharging these duties you will return to St. Louis and
report yourself to me.
You will procure passes for the officers to return, telling one master

and one master's mate to remain, in case they are wanted. Return
your men to the receiving ship at Cairo.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, TJ. S. Navy, etc.

Commander John A. Winslow, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Captain Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to Commander Dove, TJ. S.
Navy, to proceed to Cairo, III., in the steamer Maria Denning, to

protect public property on hoard tJiat vessel.

St. Louis, [Mo.], November 16, 1861.

Sir : You will proceed in the receiving ship Maria Denning, with
the guns, beds, stores, etc., on board, guarding carefully the public
property to Cairo, 111.

Captain Carroll, the owner of the Maria Denning, will have the
responsibility of taking the steamer to Cairo, so far as her naviga-
tion and exposure to fire or other disasters, except guarding and pro-
tecting her from the public enemy, are concerned. You will there-

fore render Captain Carroll all necessary assistance to have the
steamer safely taken to Cairo.

On your arrival there you will communicate with General Grant,
the commanding general of that division of the Army, informing
him that your vessel is to remain there as a receiving ship.

You will also let your men and officers render Commander Perry
any assistance he may want in receiving and making good storage
for his stores intended for the gunboats.
You will also receive the men and a portion of the officers to be

transferred to you by Commander Winslow on his arrival in the gun-
boat St. Louis. You will also receive aboard of your vessel the draft
of 500 men to be sent this day from Washington.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Captain, TJ. S. Navy, etc.

Commander B. M. Dove, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Receiving Ship Maria Denning, St. Louis, Mo.

N w B—VOL 22 28
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Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Nat'y, to Commander Stemiel, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lexington, to convoy the steamer

Maria Denning to Cairo.

St. Louis, Mo., November 18, 1861.

Sir: You will proceed to Cape Girardeau and give convoy to the

receiving ship Maria Denning, which will leave here to-morrow for

Cairo.

Consult General Grant, and inform him that I want you to go on
this duty, as the steamer has our guns and valuable ordnance stores

on board.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Captain, U. S. Navy, etc.

Commander E. N. Stembel,
U. S. Gunhoat Lexington, Cairo, III.

Letter from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General Curtis,

U. S. Army, requesting a guard for the new gunboat St. Louis.

St. Louis, November 18, 1861.

General: I respectfully request that a guard, consisting of one
lieutenant and twenty-five men, with corresponding arms and ammu-
nition, and with rations for one week, may proceed with the new gun-
boat St. Louis to Cairo, 111., on or about the 20th instant. The speci-

fied time of her leaving will be announced as early as possible.

Will you direct the lieutenant in charge to report to Commander
Winslow, who is in command of the gunboat ?

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Brigadier-General Curtis,
Commanding, St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Garter, V. S.
Navy, regarding the shipping of men from Erie, Pa., for the gun-
boat service.

St. Louis, Mo., November 18, 1861.

Sir : Your letter of the 12th instant, referring to shipping men for
the gunboat flotilla, has been received. I have directed our quarter-
master, agreeably to your request, to send you $200, for which please
account to him in vouchers.
We shall require at an early day about 1,000 men from you, having

now but 600, and shipping but slowly at Chicago and Milwaukee.
I am greatly obliged to you for drilling the few. men you already

have, and, so far as this can be done in the future, without detaining
the men, I hope it will be continued.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Commanding Gunboat Flotilla.

Commander John C. Carter,
Commanding JJ . S. S. Michigan, Erie, Pa.
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Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Captain Foote,
V. S. Navy, regarding difficulty of securing recruits.

Washington, D. C, November 19, 1861.

Mt Dear Flag-Officer : We have sent you off 500 men, but I am
inclined to think it is all we can do. You may have Carter's ren-
dezvous, as we wrote you. Every means is being used to recruit,
but the large number of vessels put afloat absorbs them. Be sure
that you shall have the first 50 men to spare from this coast, but as
it looks now it will be impossible. If you wish or can spare any
officer, drop me a private note, for we are ashore for commanders.
We shall not disturb you unless you agree, but rather go into the
merchant service.

I made several calls upon the War Department about the money,
and they tell me it was remedied.
What a magnificent piece of seamanship Du Pont has given us; it

wipes out the disgraceful transaction on board the Richmond in the
Mississippi. Wise showed me your note about the gunboats. I sup-
pose if they barely float they may do, unless they draw too much
water. It will be a blow upon the Navy if they fail. Can't these
camels be made of rubber to lift them over ?

Most truly, your friend,

G. V. Fox.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Conestogay regarding an engagement at Canton, Ky.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, Ky., November 19, 1861.

Sir: General Smith received a dispatch on the afternoon of the
15th instant with a request from General Sherman that a gunboat
might be sent up the Ohio to Uniontown, Ky., and, at the request of
the former, I proceeded to that place with this boat and remained
there all day of the 16th, sending out a scout to ascertain if there
was a force of rebels in the vicinity or approaching that point. I
could hear nothing of such force or learn of any necessity for re-

maining there, and accordingly, in the evening, got underway and
descended to the mouth of the Cumberland and, thence, proceeded
up that stream into Tennessee as far as the fort near Dover permits
us to pass.

I have already several times gone up there, and upon . the last

occasion, 7th instant, had been fired upon all along the river in Ten-
nessee by riflemen concealed in the woods. This was specially the
case in passing Tobacco Port, both ways, and on coming down I
dislodged the fellows, wounding one. I then sent word to the citi-

zens of that place that I would not suffer such warfare and would
destroy their town if it was repeated in its immediate vicinity ; that
men not regularly in service I would treat as murderers. I also sent

word to Tennesseans along the bank that I would thereafter seize

their wood, etc., if I found them lying convenient for the use of rebel

vessels. On this last trip there was no firing and the wooding facil-

ities for steamers were removed. I was also pleased to see that the
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people of Tennessee remained in their homes and did not flee to the
woods as formerly, impressed with the belief that we were state-

prison felons let loose upon them to ravage their homes, as has been
industriously circulated in all that region by secession organs and
leaders. From what I can learn by conversing with all classes I am
satisfied there are numerous citizens of that portion of Tennessee
who secretly rejoice in seeing the national flag brought to their State.

We remained at anchor near the State line overnight, and yester-

day descended the river. On touching at Canton, Ky., I observed
the people for the most part fled ; but a German came down to the
river bank and told me that 300 men with a piece of artillery brought
from Hopkinsville had gone down the river 2 miles, prepared to

erect an earthwork, and intending to attack us. Instead of 2 miles,

the piece was placed just in the outskirts of the town on a wooded
point, formed by a deep gully running nearly parallel with the river,

and close upon the bank, while the gun was concealed from view, till

we were actually upon it, and it could be seen but a few yards from
above or below. It was fired upon us at less than 50 yards distance.
Though going slow and the vessel was rounded to, using the stern
gun as it came to bear, we did not get back to the point till the rebels
had succeeded in dragging the piece into the gully, if, indeed, it did
not recoil into it when fired. I used canister to clear the woods and
log houses from which they kept up a sharp fire of small arms ; but
the ravine affords such a perfect cover that before I could clear the
woods sufficiently to throw a force on shore to capture the gun, we
saw it dragged off by horses a half mile back and from whence the
rebels again fired upon us. They were quickly dislodged from there,
as well as elsewhere, and driven back over the hills.

I am thus particular, because I feel extreme chagrin that I did not
succeed in securing the cannon. I could have done this had I at a
glance been able to see the exact character of the land. The rebels
did us no damage except carrying away one of the chimney guys and
making holes in the chimneys.

I regret to report that James B. Bolton, seaman, was accidentally
shot on the 17th instant by discharge of a musket with which one of
the men was exercising, and both of his feet terribly torn to pieces.
If he gets well it will be to find himself permanently crippled. I
have placed him in a hospital here.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy.
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, November 20, 1861.
Arrived safely. Met Lexington at Town [Tower] Island. Five

and a half feet of water on the bar south of Hat Island.

B. M. Dove,
Commanding Steamer M[aria] Denninq

Commodore Foote,
30 W. Fifth [Street].
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, [IVovember] 20, 1861.

Maria Denning arrived at 9 a. m. ; all of her cargo is on the wharf
boat except the guns, which await the movements of the commissary
stores. Had it not been for the gunboats, Jeff. Thompson would have
sunk or captured the Maria Denning, as he was seen on the bank by the
Lexington at Price's Landing, with from two to four hundred cavalry.
I would have telegraphed General Grant's and the Tyler''s movement,
but was informed he had done so. Platte Valley was brought to by
Jeff. Thompson and two passengers taken prisoners ; her captain and
clerks were arrested at Cape Girardeau and the boat tied up. Have
just received telegram from Commander Wainwright.

[Commander E. Pekry.]
Commodore A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy.

Report of Commander Dove, U. S. Navy, announcing the arrival of
the steamer Maria Denning at Cairo, III.

Steamer Maria Denning,
Cairo, November 20, 1861.

Sir : I have the pleasure of reporting the safe arrival of this vessel,

at 9 a. m.
We Avere delayed by fogs for two mornings, and grounded on the

bar a little south of Hat Island, where we found onh^ 5J feet water.
It delayed us about two hours.

The Lexington met us at Tower Island. On arriving at [Cape]
Girardeau, Captain Stembel reported that Jeff. Thompson, with a
large force intended to cut us off somewhere near Price s Landing, a
little below Commerce. Before nearing that place I mounted two of
the 32-pounders and I got them in position on the starboard bow, but
the wind blew so hard and made the two vessels so difficult to handle,
that I could not get the Lexington alongside for a supply of ammu-
nition.

A little below Girardeau we were joined by the Tyler, Captain
Walke, also met the Aleck Scott, with General Grant and staff, one
regiment, and a company of artillery. The object of this force was to

cut off Thompson m case he should come down with the idea of
cutting us off.

We ran on till dark without seeing him, and all four steamers made
fast for the night at Illinois Point.

The 500 men from Washington have not yet arrived.

After reporting to General Grant, and consulting with Commander
Perry, we have begun to discharge the stores and provisions, but will

retain the guns and shot until further consideration. As you are

very anxious about the vessel and her valuable freight, I requested

General Grant to allow me to telegraph her arrival ; which I did in

his office.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Benj. M. Dove,
Commander.

Commodore A. H. Foote,
Commanding Mississippi Flotilla, St. Loiiis, Mo.
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Unofficial letter from Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Quarter-
master-General, U. S. Army, regarding preparation of vessels for
the Western waters, and transmitting copy of letter sent to Mr.
Eads.

Private.] St. Louis, Mo., November 20, 1861.

Dear General: I have your official and unofficial letters of the
15th instant.

I have in anticipation of your suggestion " fitted up," by placing
the armament, etc., on board of one gunboat, and find that weight for-

ward of the center of gravity lessens her draft 3 or 4 inches ; and the

clearance abaft the wheel is more free than I anticipated. We must
make them do the work for which they were designed.

Of the mortar boats, I awake in the morning (ngurately speaking)
with one [on] my heart. I have not, fortunately, committed myself in

relation to them, although I have a written order from General Fre-
mont to man, arm, and equip them. I never have thought favorably
of these boats, either in construction or as an element of power. Still,

as they were built, and the mortars (12) built, I concluded to move in

the matter and kept you informed, or rather asked your authority to
go forward. I have had sympathy, and still have, for Mr. Adams,
who I believe to be honest and efficient.

With regard to Commander Porter's asking or calling for forty
more tugboats, I knew nothing till you informed me; I did not
authorize it. It was done in my absence in Cairo. Still, we do
really want at least six, and would like eight of these tugboats or pro-
pellers, as our steamers will have very little power ana no means of
getting off the bottom, as other river steamers have. I hope and
earnestly entreat that you will let us have eight or at least six of
the propellers; indeed, they are essential to us.

The Benton is worth any three of the new gunboats. She will draw
a foot less water and works better, but she also wants a tug or pro-
peller. Every officer here pronounces her the best gunboat in the
Union. She will stand a good hammering. Eodgers was rather mis-
taken in her condition, and he would generously acknowledge it were
he here. Our ship's carpenter, McGee, who, with a joiner I have from
the New York navy yard, also says that in point of strength and
other qualities they have never seen her equal. I trust that this vessel
will be completed for the efficiency of my command, for she is inval-
uable to us. Upon a close scrutiny, I have increasing confidence in
Mr. Eads, but intend to watch all that he does, irrespective of my
estimate of his character. Referring to our master carpenter and
joiner, who followed me here, I have sent them to all the boats to
instruct, or rather to plan and superintend the work required in men-
of-war, of which Mr. Litherbury, the superintendent, being a West-
em man, would know little or nothing.
You have no idea how much work is required to improvise, as we

are doing, a navy here, with our limited means. I have worked inces-
santly, and, aided by two or three able assistants, have things in com-
parative shape. Still if we are late, and matters do not go well in all
respects, I must bear the censure, as success is the only test of merit
with the unreasoning public; but I mean to have matters all right so
far as I can control them, and amid my dark and shady hours I really
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appreciate your unofficial letter of the 15th, as affording evidence of
your appreciation of my difficulties.

I have seen General Halleck, who naturally declines coming to any
decision about matters until they are investigated.

Please excuse the length and freedom of this communication, as I
could not, in an official letter, give as good an idea of our wants and
our troubles, and believe me,

Respectfully and very truly, yours,

A. H. FooTE.
Quartermaster-General Montgomery Meigs,

Washington.

AVe have not received the pistols promised by General [James W.]
Ripley. I have had boarding pikes made, as well as passing boxes
and other things here, at reasonable prices. I forward a copy of a
letter just written to Mr. Eads.

A. H. F.
[Enclosure.]

St. Louia, November 19, 1861.

Sir: In the early part of the present month I stated to you that,

in my judgment, on account of the falling of the river and the ad-
vanced state of the season, it was necessary to have all the gunboats
sent to Cairo by the 20th instant.

I must again renew my instructions, as far as I am authorized to
give them without assuming any responsibility interfering with the
contract, that the boats be sent to Cairo immediately, and there be
completed, as I am apprehensive that any further delay will seriously

endanger their getting over the several bars in the river.

The boats are now in a condition, I should judge, that will enable

you to send them to Cairo immediately. I will furnish a guard for

them and render you any assistance compatible with the terms and
spirit of the contract, which requires of you to deliver them in Cairo.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,'

Jas. B. Eads, Esq.,

Gontractorsfor gunboats, St. Louis, Mo.

Captain, etc.

Letter from Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke,

U. S. Navy, apologizing for delay in forwarding requisitions, and
referring to operations at Belmont, Mo.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, November 21, 1861.

Dear Sir : I have to make excuses to you for the delay in return-

ing the special requisitions. I received the letter day before yester-

day morning, when we were coaling and getting provisions on board

to return to the Cumberland, where we had a brush with the rebels

near Canton, as nearly as possible getting a gun away from them, and
whither we wished to return in hopes of getting at more of them, as
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there was considerable activity in their ranks all along the region of

the river. In the hurry the requisitions were overlooked. Last night

we arrived too late for the mail boat, though we endeavored to reach

in time.

The requisitions sent to us were for the Tyler, but I concluded it

was an accidental mistake in writing the vessel's name, and signed the

requisitions calling attention to the mistake.

I congratulate you on the success of your part of the Belmont affair.

I heard a regular rebel artillery officer compliment the fire of the

Tyler and Lexington very highly. It was not right that I was not

given a chance.
What asses the critics make of themselves about that affair. There

was no [more] idea of attacking Columbus on this side than there was
of firing at the moon, and the force that left here to go a certain dis-

tance only, raised the very devil and could have been taken by a small
force ; one regiment only was kept in organization. This is " entre

nous;" robbing, stealing, shooting, etc., is the history. Under Gen-
eral Smith's eye, these fellows keep straight.

A fellow came to the river bank at Uniontown the other day and
hurrahed for Jeff Davis, cursing, etc., shaking the while a navy re-

volver. I sent an armed party to arrest him, on the appearance of
which the fellow took to his horse and raced through the streets of
the place for the country, our men taking several shots at him as he
went, without touching him, but hitting the horse, they say.

Respectfully and truly, yours,

S. L. Phelps.
Commander H. Walke, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Gunboat Tyler, Cairo, III.

Request of Brigadier-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Commander
Walke, V. S. Navy, for the presence of gunboats at Cairo.

Headquarters District Southeastern Missouri,
Cairo, III., November 21, 1861.

Sir: I am directed by Brigadier-General U. S^ Grant to request
that you report with gunboats at this place to-morrow at 9 o'clock
a. m.
By orders

:

Jno. a. Rawlins,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain Walke,
Commanding Gunboat, Cairo, III.

Order of Captain Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Stembel, V. S.
Navy, to proceed with two vessels to meet the gunboats at Cairo.

'

^
St. Louis, Mo., November 22, 1861.

Sir : I have telegraphed you to proceed with your vessel and the
steamer William H. Brown, or the Bee, up the river, to meet the two
gimboats which I send to Cairo on Saturday (to-morrow). You had
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better leave to-morrow (Saturday) morning and run up with the B.
till you meet the gunboats, which I hope will be found near Hat
Island. I have great anxiety about the draft of water of the boats,
considering the low water in the river.

Let me hear of the arrival of the boats when you reach Cairo.
Very respectfully, yours,

A. H. Fooi-E,

Ga'ptain.

Commander Stembel,
Lexington.

P. S.—Direct Lieutenant Bishop to be prepared to come to this

place with Commander Winslow.

Order of Ga'ptain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Shirk, U. S. Navy,
to proceed to Cairo in command of the V. S. S. Pittsburg and in

company with the U. S. S. St. Louis.

St. Louis, November 22, 1861.

Sir: You will repair on board the new gunboat Pittsburg with a
file of 25 men from the receiving ship Emerald, and proceed in that

vessel to Cairo, 111., in company with Commander John A. Winslow,
of the gunboat St. Louis, who will give you further instructions.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Captain, etc.

Lieutenant Jas. W. Shirk, U. S. Navy,
U. S. Receiving Ship Emerald, St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Chicago, November 22, 1861.

Sent a draft of men this morning.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy.
Leonard Paulding.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, November 22, 1861.

Fourteen stragglers from tho draft have come in. Captain Wain-
wright wished to be informed of the number.

B. M. Dove.

Commodore Foote.
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Order of Gaftain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Winslow, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. St. Louis, to proceed to Cairo.

St. IjOuis, November 84, 1861.

Sir: In case the Pittsburg is not ready to go down the river by
noon to-morrow, you will proceed with the St. Louis, gunboat, at 8

a. m., or as soon as she is ready, accompanied by the tugboat Samson.
After meeting the Lexington and Bee, they will accompany you

clear of Hat Island, the shoalest place in the river, or at your dis-

cretion over any other shoal, even below Cape Girardeau, but send
them immediately up the river again to Hat Island or above it, as

the Pittsburg will probably follow you down on Tuesday morning,
and will require the Lexington to convoy her down to Cairo, and the

Bee to assist her over any difficult shoals. I want Lieutenant Wilson,
2 masters, and 15 men immediately, sent by Aleck Scott, or some other
steamer, and have telegraphed Captain Dove to this effect. If he
has not sent them, send them immediately on your arrival, except
Lieutenant Wilson and the two masters, and return at once yourself,
with all your pilots and officers, excepting engineers. Of the latter

bring Mr. Fulton and also the crew of the New Era.
KespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, etc.

Commander J. A. Winslow, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

St. Loms, November 24, 1861.

The order to give over the Graham, wharf boat, was not counter-
manded, but suspended until a place could be procured for the
commissary stores. I have ordered that it be turned over to you
immediately.

C. McKeever.
Captain Foote, U. S. Navy.

Report of Commander Dove, V. S. Navy, regarding a shortage in
the draft of men from Washington, D. C.

Steamer Maria Denning,
Cairo, November 24, 1861.

Sir : By the general muster of to-day there are 58 men of the draft
from Washington who did not answer to their names, and are scat-
tered along the road between here and there.

I was in hopes of making a better return, as some 14 or 15 strag-
glers had come in since their arrival.
There is no likelihood of losing any more here, even if they had a

disposition to desert. I am happy to say that no disposition of the
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kind is exhibited, although they are not very comfortably protected
against the cold and stormy weather we have had lately. The ves-
sel is unsuitable for the purpose of a receiving ship.
The gunner's party of 40 men are at work this afternoon with the

ammunition.
A^'ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

Benjn. M. Dove,
Commander.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Mississippi Flotilla, St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Pennock, U. S.
Navy, assigning him, to duty as -fleet captain.

St. Louis, November B5, 1861.

.Sir : I do hereby appoint you captain of the fleet of the U. S. gun-
boat flotilla in the Western waters. You will also take charge of and
attend to the equipment of the several vessels composing my com-
mand.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Commander A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, Mo.

Duplicate order of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander
Dove, U. S. Navy, regarding the forwarding of draft of men.

St. Louis, November 25, 1861.

Snt : I send you to-day the following telegram

:

Send immediately by the Memphis or some other light-draft steamer, Lieu-
tenant Wilson, 2 masters, and 75 men to this place. Confer with General
Grant.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer, etc.

Commander Dove,
Receiving Ship Maria Denning, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, November 26, 1861.

Have conferred with General Grant. There is no steamer avail-

able until to-morrow morning, when the men will be sent.

Benj. M. Dove.
Commodore Foote.
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Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Kilty, U. S.

Navy, for a detail of men for the new gunboats Carondelet and
Louisville.

St. Louis, November 27, 1861.

Sin : On the arrival of the 75 men who are coming from Cairo, you
will please to detail 15 men, including a cook, with rations for one
week, for each of the new gunboats Carondelet and Louisville, to

proceed in those vessels to Cairo, 111., on Friday morning next.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Offlcer, etc.

Commander A. H. Kilty, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Receiving Ship Emerald, St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, November 27, 1861.-

I have but four boat howitzers; want eight more smoothbores, com-
plete in every detail of equipment. Send them to Cairo. Explain
by letter.

A. H. FooTE.
A. A. Harwood,

Chief Bureau Ordnance and Hydrography, Washington, D. G.

Report' of Captain Foote, U. S. Navy, acknowledging receipt of
appointment as flag-officer.

St. Louis, November 28, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 13th instant, conferring my appointment as flag-officer in com-
mand of the United States naval forces employed on the Mississippi
River and its tributaries, and enclosing a copy of a general order
from the President of the United States relating to flag-officers' rank.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Andrew H. Foote,

Flag-Officer, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, November 28, 1861.

St. Louis has arrived all safe. Pittsburg, while alongside of Lex-
ington, got ashore 12 miles above Cape Girardeau by carelessness.
Lexington and Brown will probably get her off to-day.

J. A. WiNSLOW.
Captain A. H. Foote.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 445

[Telegram.]

Cairo, November £9, 1861.

I have arrived here with the Pittsburg all right.

J. W. Shirk.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

St. Louin.

Report of Flag-Officer Foote., U. S. Navy, returning certificate of
transportation approved.

St. Louis, Mo., November 29, 1861.

Sir : In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, enclosing a certifi-

cate of transportation, I return it approved.
It is sometimes necessary for Lieutenant Paulding, when away

from me, to travel on public duty. When I can not give him specific

orders, I have directed him in that case to travel on a pass, the price

of a railroad ticket, not considering that the Government ought to be
charged 10 cents per mile.

I travel myself on a pass, to save the Government my traveling

expenses.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Oj^cer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—I design leaving for Cairo in the last gunboat early next

week, where I request my letters to be forwarded.^
A. H. F.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, November £9, 1861.

Captain Nelson and pilots will be in St. Louis to-morrow p. m.

B. M. Dove.

Commodore Foote, St. Louis.

^

[Telegram.]

Odin, [III.], November 30, 1861.

Mr. Nelson, the pilots, arid my party are detained here until this

evening.̂
J. W. Shirk,

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer Foote, St. Louis.



446 NAVAL, FOHCES ON WESTERN WATEES.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, JJ . S. Navy, to Colonel Howard, of
Marine Artillery, regarding the shipping of men for the Western
gunboats.

St. Louis, Mo., November 29, 1861.

Mt Dear Sie : I have yours of the 26th instant, and want men for

the flotilla, but, in shipping them on the lakes and here, am not au-

thorized to give any advance exceeding $10 per man. You will there-

fore perceive that I can do nothing in your case without authority

from Washington (Navy Department). I have not the funds in

hand, as you suppose. In fact, troubles visit me for want of them,
in getting my own vessel to Cairoj therefore, the whole matter must
be referred to the Navy Department to do anything. I therefore send
back your letter, which, with this explanation, you had better lay

before the Secretary of the Navy, who alone can authorize the trans-

fer of your men.
Excuse my haste, as business presses me.

Very respectfully and truly, yours, etc.,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Colonel William A. Howard,
Marine Artillery, New York Hotel, New York.

Letter from, Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Quartermaster-
General, V. S. Army, regarding the departure of the new gunboats
for Cairo, and transmitting letters from Colonel W. A. Howard.

"

St. Louis, November 30, 1861.

General: I enclose two letters from Captain Howard in relation

to men, which will explain themselves. I await your directions in

the matter, yet we want the men, but regret that it will require so
much money to obtain them.
The remaining two of the four gunboats built here, in convoy of

the New Era, leave to-morrow or next day for Cairo. I hope to be
able to leave myself in the Benton on the 4th proximo, next Wednes-
day, for Cairo, to have her and the gunboats there completed with
the best facilities we can command. ^We have tried the engines suc-
cessfully of the two of the seven gunboats which leave to-morrow
or next day. I am using every means, working night and day and
Sundays, to get our boats down to Cairo.
Will you please give me instructions as to the mode of accepting

the several gunboats, the first of which will be ready to be handed
over soon after I reach Cairo—this day week or before. I shall want
funds, or would rather the advance and other expenses of Captain
Howard's men should be paid before they leave New York, in case
you conclude to have the men sent, as preferred by him.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Quartermaster-General M. C. Meigs.
Washington, D. C.
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[Enclosures.]

Washington, November £6, 1861.

Dear Sir : I wrote you this morning, since when I have seen Assist-
ant Secretary Fox. He says I may send you 1,000 men, although they
are doing better than he expected ; still he will be glad if I will join
you with 1,000 more seamen. If you can arrange it in such a manner
as to have some money (advance) paid in New York, the thing can be
arranged at once. I shall make it a point to see General Meigs after
(if possible) a grand review of regulars to be held now (1 p. m.).

Ever yours,

W. A. Howard.

Washington, November 26, 1861.

Mt Dear Sir : This is the third of to-day, but thinking perhaps I
had better see General Meigs before I left, I deferred my going to New
York until to-morrow. I went to the review and met him ; informed
him what I had done, what I had written you respecting the advance,
what Fox had said, etc. The general then said he had no doubt you
would advance the money; hoped you would; that it was in your
power, etc. I mention these things to show you the feeling of the offi-

cers at the head of the Department. You will, of course, be governed
(as you always are) by what you consider right.. I said, " May I make
this statement as coming from you?" "Yes; certainly," was the

reply. My anxiety, as you will see, makes me seize every shrub in

climbing this hill. Don't get tired of me.
Yours, truly,

W. A. Howard.
Flag-Officer Foote,

Commanding TJ. S. Naval Forces of the Mississippi.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, November 30, 1861.

Anchor with heavy anchors and chains above railroad depot on Illi-

nois shore. 'Put guns aboard wharf boat as soon as you can, with

empty shell and solid shot. Take anchor and chain from a new gun-

boat if necessary. Use discretion and caution.

A. H. Foote.

Commander B. "M. Dove,
Receiving Skip Maria Denning, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

St. Lottis, November 30, 1861.

In case two gunboats can not be sent to the Tennessee River, and

the enemy's boats are larger than ours, would it not be well to block

up the river? General Smith and Lieutenant Commanding Phelps

have formerly been consulted about these. I hope to leave for Cairo

in the Benton, last gunboat, on Tuesday or early on Wednesday. If
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two gunboats can be sent, please telegraph me. I am consulting with

General Halleck. „ „
A. H. FooTE.

General Gr-a^nt,

Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 1, 1861.

Three gunboats appeared below Bird's Point, exchanged shots

with Fort Holt, but out of range. Went down with General Grant;

sent the Lexington to follow them up. The two gunboats are being

got ready—the St. Louis for service, the Pittsburg to go a few miles

with the Denning. Will put armament on the Pittsburg to-night.

Have sent up to Mound City for the Tyler.
Benj. M. Dove,

Commander.

Flag-Officer Foote.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 1, 1861.

The Dan. G. Taylor will leave at 12 m. with two pilots and guard.

No masters here available. She will be in St. Louis Monday night.

B. Wilson,
Lieutenant.

Flag-Officer Foote.

Report of Lieutenant Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Pitts-

burg, regarding the grounding of that vessel en route to Cairo.

St. Louis, December 1, 1861.

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 22d ultimo, I proceeded
with a file of 25 men on board the new gunboat Pittsburg.

I was instructed to report to Commander J. A. Winslow, who was
on board the U. S. gunboat St. Louis. We left this place on the 25th.

On the afternoon of the 27th we reached Bainbridge, when the Pitts-

burg grounded on a gravel bank. After she struck, the U. S. trans-

port steamer W. H. Brown ran into her, striking her just inside of
the starboard rudder, and going completely through her plank-sheer.

We used all exertions possible, but could not get her afloat that after-

noon.
On the morning of the 28th, Commander Winslow left in the gun-

boat St. Louis for Cairo. We commenced at daylight making prepara-
tions for getting the boat off, and with the assistance of the U. S. gun-
boat Lexington and the W. H. Brown, we succeeded in doing so about
2 : 30 p. m., and started immediately on our course.

At 6 p. m., we stopped at Burnham's Island to wood; the next
morning we got underway at daylight, and at 11 : 30 a. m. made fast
to the levee near the St. Louis. I immediately transferred the 12-

pounder howitzer and equipment, with the fixed ammunition, to Com-
mander K. Perry, U. S. Navy, and the boats, falls, oars, awning
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stanchions, rudders, tillers, yokes, boat hooks, and relieving tackles

to the same officer. The mess chests, ensign, and pennant were trans-

ferred to Commander B. M. Dove, of the Maria Denning.
I directed the chief and assistant engineers to report to Comman-

der Dove. Upon enquiry at the office of commanding general I
was informed that the only way which I could get my party to St.

Louis was by the railroad; therefore I obtained from the assistant

adjutant-general a pass for 3 officers and 25 men.
At the time the Pittsburg grounded she was in tow of the U. S. gun-

boat Lexington. The 9-inch hawser which was placed on board the

Pittsburg as part of her equipment, was used at the request of the

pilots, who said that the use of it was indispensable. In hauling

upon the Pittsburg, the hawser was parted twice. I informed Mr.
Nelson, who was the representative of the contractors, that the Gov-
ernment would hold him responsible for the return of the hawser,

and acordingly left it on board the Pitt>sburg in his charge.

In coming alongside for the purpose of towing the Iv . U. Brown
and the Lexington, each of them stove one of the cutters which were

hoisted at the after davits.

I left Cairo on the morning of the 30th of November at 3 : 30 a. m.

We reached Odin at 9 : 30, where we were detained till 6 : 30, when we
again started for St. Louis, which place we reached at 12 : 30 this a. m.

I sent the men and officers on board the Emerald, Commander A. H.

Kilty.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Operations on the Western Waters.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 2, 1861.

Two gunboats leave this morning at 11 o'clock. Send the W. H.

Brown, well armed, to meet them. Send the rigging, chains, and

anchors of the St. Louis and Pittsburg up in the W. H. Brown.

After the gunboats are clear of Hat Island and the shoals near Cape

Girardeau let her come back to Hat Island to meet the Benton, which

leaves to-morrow noon. I go by rail to-morrow.
A. H. iOOTB.

Commander B. M. Dove, U. S. Navy,
Or Senior Oficer, Cairo.

Order of FUg-Oificer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Dove, U. S.

Navy, regarding the departure of the last of th^ new gunboats

from St. Louis.
^^ ^^^^ December ^, 1861.

Sie: I have telegraphed you this morning that the two remaining

gunboats leave at 11 am. to-day and to send the W. E. Brown, prop-

Irly armed, to meet them. Also to send the ngging, chaans, and

N W E—VOL 22 29
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anchors belonging to the St. Louis up to the gunboats in the Brown.
I further stated that after the gunboats were clear of Hat Island

and the shoals near Cape Girardeau to send the Brown back to wait
for and assist the Benton, which goes down to-morrow noon; and
further, for you to see General Grant about this matter. We must
have the B. [Bee] to assist all the boats, as the risk is too great to

run in the low water not to have a steamer to tow off in case it should
be necessary.

I would send some of our men with two or three good officers with
one of the howitzers, if ready and convenient, in the B. [5ee] , besides

the good guard.
I was confined to my bed with sick headache and neuralgia yester-

day, and to-day my face is swelled very much, which, with closing

up our accounts and business of the office and getting off, the gun-
boats, will not enable me to leave here till to-morrow evening. I hope
to see you early*Wednesday morning.
We shall have all we want of the wharf boat for our accommoda-

tion. I regret not being able to go down to-day, but my health and
business render it impossible.

Very respectfully, etc.,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oift-cer.

Captain Dove,
Commanding Receiving Ship, Cairo, III.

(Telegram.]

Cairo, December 2, 1861.

The Brown has left with 12-pound howitzer, 40 men, and 20 soldiers
from Fort Holt.

B. M. Dove.
Commodore Foote.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 2, 1861.
Please send to Cairo 900 barrels powder immediately.

^ , ^ A. H. Foote.
General Kiplet,

Washington, D. G.

[Telegram,]

St. Isoxns, December 2, 1861.
Please make 3,500 42-pounder rifle shell, also 150 X-inch columbiad

shell, for the flotilla. I'orward them to Cairo.

Colonel Symington,
Allegheny Arsenal, Pittsburg, \Pa.]
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Order of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, to Commander Dove, U. S.

Navy, in view of a disregard of orders on the part of Commander
Stembel, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lexington.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Fort Holt, December 3, 1861.

Sir: I received orders from General Grant on Sunday to proceed
to Fort Holt and remain during the nights, as protection to the
forts from a night attack of the rebel gunboats, and was informed
the Lexington would be with me. On my way down from Mound
City, we saw the Lexington return and anchor opposite Cairo. Gen-
eral Grant's aid met me at Cairo, with instructions from the general
to go to Fort Holt, and desired that the Lexington accompany me.
I sent a message by him, as he kindly offered to take it, requesting

Commander Stembel to follow me ; she did not come. Yesterday, on
my return to Cairo, after consulting General Grant and yourself, I

sent the order instructing the Lexington to follow me, which order was
not obeyed. As a repetition of such disregard to the instruction of

the general commanding might lead to serious difficulty, I respectfully

request that the matter be set right, and that the Lexington be ordered

to take her position at Fort Holt agreeable to the general's wishes.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,,

H. Walke,
GoTnmander, U. S. Navy.

Commander B. M. Dove,
Commanding Maria Denning, Cairo, III.

(Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 4, 1861.

Essex got off before aid arrived. Benton left this morning at 9

o'clock. Emerald will probably leave early to-morrow.
A. M. Pennock,

Commander.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

^ [Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 5, 1861.

Ermrald left at 2 o'clock p. m., drawing less than 5 feet.

A. M. Pennock.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

Report of Flag-Ofjicer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the urgent need

of a draft of men to man the new gunboats.

Cairo, III., December 6, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the four

gunboats built under the contract with the War Department have
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arrived at this place, where it will require some two weeks for the

contractor to furnish them, during which period I hope to have
them equipped and ready for service. Two other steam gunboats,

the Benton and the Essex, ordered by General Fremont, are expected

to arrive from St. Louis to-morrow.
In view of the forward state of the gunboats, we are suffering

from the want of men to man them. There are required for this

purpose 1,100 men immediately; and when it is considered that the

enemy at Columbus has several gunboats well armed and manned,
which came up here a few days ago on a reconnoissance, and three

other gunboats came down the Tennessee River, also on a reconnois-

sance from the I'ebels, it becomes vitally necessary that we should be
able to man our boats immediately.

It has been rumored that an attack on this place by troops at

Columbus would soon take place, and that the reconnoissance by the

three rebel boats a few days since was with the view of ascertaining

its weakest points, but from an interview with a clever observing
officer who was yesterday at Columbus under a flag of truce, I am
inclined to believe that no offensive move from the enemy will take
place, although I am making every preparation with the gunboats
which our limited number of men will allow, to be ready for an
attack.

I have suggested to General Halleck that I should, in the course
of two or three weeks, when we get our men, proceed up the Ten-
nessee River with two or three of our gunboats and a regiment of
soldiers, for the purpose of destroying the rebel boats and a battery
which now renders Paducah more valuable than any other point.

The general approvingly refers me to General Smith, commanding
at Paducah.

I trust that our cooperation with the army will prove both har-
monious and effective. I have had some little difficulty in obtaining
a large wharf boat here, which, in the absence of navy yard facilities,

becomes absolutely necessary, as the Department wiU see, to the
effective and rapid equipment of the nine gimboats now in hand.

I have the honor to be, veiy respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-0-fflcer.
Hon. GmEON Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

P- S.—Two of our officers are unable to attend to their duties
from ill health. I respectfully request that two lieutenants may be
sent to me.

I have appointed Commander Pennock fleet captain, and assigned
him the duty of equipping the boats. His services are important,
and he, in fact, and all the officers are working with the most com-
mendable zeal and efficiency. I have temporarily hoisted my flag
aboard the steamer Lexington. .

A. H. F.
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[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 6, 1S61.
Essex again reported aground near St. Genevieve. Send two

steamers and propeller alongside.

A. M. Pennock.
A. H. FooTE.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 6, 1861.

There are 12 gunboats, of which 3 are in commission and 9 in the
contractor's hands. Three of these latter have guns on board and
are kept ready for defense here. If the contractor turns over the
boats by the 18th instant, as he promises, we will have all of them
ready for active service in ten days, provided the Department sends
me the additional 1,100 men required to man them.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oficer.

Major-General McClellan,
Commanding Army of the United States,

Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 6, 1861.

Telegraphed to General McClellan that

—

Tliere ai;e 12 gunboats, of which 3 are in commission and 9 in the contractor's
hands. Three of the latter have guns on board and are kept ready for defense
here. If the contractor turns over the boats by the 18th Instant, as he prom-
ises, we will have them all ready for active service In ten days, provided the
Department sends me the 1,100 additional men required to man them.

There is less prospect of an attack from Columbus than I expected
when in St. Louis. Still, we have two gunboats lying off Fort Holt,
[Ky.], ready for defense; also the gunboat St. Levis, with her arma-
ment on board, yet in the contractor's hands, is ready for defense.

T feel very much embarrassed in getting the boats ready for want of

the possession of the wharf boat. The Benton and Essex, gunboats,

have not yet arrived.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

,
Washington, December 6, 1861.

Do you wish for the cartridges called for of Colonel Symington
in addition to the 900 barrels of powder sent you yesterday?

J. W. Ripley,
Brigadier- General.

A. H. FooTE, U. S. Navy.
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Letter from Flag-Oflcer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Halleck,

tl. S. Army, giving the armament of the new gunboats. s

Cairo, December 7, 1861.

General: When telegraphing to you and General McClellan yes-

terday, in response to your telegram, I was suffering so intensely

from neuralgia that the important information of the gunboats'

battery was omitted. I have since, as an addenda to my telegram

to General McClellan, informed him as follows

:

The armament of the 8 ironclad gunboats consists of thirty-five 42-pounder
rifle army coast guns, of 7-inch bore, and twenty 63-hundredweight shell guns
of 8-inch bore, and the remainder of 32-pounders of 42-hundredwelght.
These boats average 14 guns each. The four smaller boats have no rifle guns,
are not ironclad, and have an average of 6 guns of 8-inch bore of 63-

hundredwelght, and of 32-pounders, latter preponderating.

This, with the preceding telegram, will probably give General
McClellan all the information he requires.

In a letter received this morning from Commander Pennock, our
fleet captain, he informs me that the mortar boats will, in all prob-
ability, soon be sent to Cairo, and are here to be prepared imme-
diately for service. If this be correct, will you please have Captain
Constable again detailed for this service, and also permit me to

employ with him Captain Pike, an engineer, now at Chicago, Tre-
mont House, who has applied for this service? -Captain Constable,
with our ordnance officer, Lieutenant Sanford, has a plan for mortar
beds, which beds might soon be prepared at St. Louis under the
supervision of Captain Constable, while Captain Pike could proceed
to Pittsburg and forward the mortars before navigation closes. We
shall want men, certainly, if the mortar boats are to be fitted out,

as we are 1,100 men short for our gunboats proper. I still hope,
however, that men for the gunboats will be supphed from the East,
as I am in communication with the Secretary of the Navy, General
Meigs, and Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, of naval brigade, to have
transferred his (Howard's) brigade to our gunboats.

I regret that the Government did not come to an earlier con-
clusion about the mortar boats, as every officer I have, and more
too, are required to fit out the gunboats; and as the proposition I
submitted to you on your arrival, when, as you stated, you were
not authorized to act, and I must confess I had myself some mis-
givings about the mortar boats, would, if it had been adopted at
the expiration of fourteen days, as estimated by several officers,

enabled us, with Captain Constable's and Captain Pike's assistance,
to have the mortar Doats and beds now nearly, if not quite, ready
for service. It has been from the unavoidable delay, arising from
want of money, credit, and hesitation of the Government in accept-
ing the boats, with other irregularities, that has prevented the entire
flotilla of gun and mortar boats and propellers being ready at this
moment for service. My plans, had they not been frustrated, as
shown, would have accomplished all this. In sp§aking thus, how-
ever, I fully appreciate the embarrassments of the Government and
of the directing officers, and only refer to the matter as showing
that no want of foresight on my part has caused the delay of not
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having now fully prepared the naval forces for any service that
might be required.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-OiJicer.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Commanding Army of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 7, 1861.

I can communicate with General Halleck by telegram. I want your
and Lieutenant Sanford's services soon. Say to General Halleck that
we want Captain Constable for the mortar boats and Captain Pike,
as we have not an officer for them, as they understand the mortax
beds. Also men from the Army. I hope he certainly will order
them. Captain Pike is at Chicago, Tremont House. I will write
General Halleck. Benton and Essex have not arrived.

A. H. FooTE.
Commander Pennock,

Bamnrrh's Hotel, St. Louis.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 7, 1861.

The armament of the eight ironclads consists of 35 42-pounder
rifle army coast guns of 7-inch bore, 20 63-hundredweight shell guns
of 8-inch bore, and the remainder 32-pounders of 42-hundredweight.
These boats average 14 guns each. The four smaller boats have no
rifled guns, are not ironclad, and have an average of 6 guns each, of
8-inch bore, of 63-hundredweight and of 32-pounders, latter pre-

ponderating.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Ojftcer.

Major-General McClet.t.an,
Commanding V. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 7, 1861.

Essex left St. Genevieve yesterday at 1 o'clock p. m.
A. M. Pennock,

Commander.
A. H. FooTB.

[Telegram.]

St. Loins, December 7, 1861.

All stores went down by Emerald. Shipping ammunition and
shell yesterday by Terre Haute and Alton Kailroad. Rains hard to-

day. Have to stop shipping. Train was to leave last night, but
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owing to failure of transfer company to supply proper wagons, did

not &iish hauling. Would prefer Colonel Symington to supply am-
munition. Put up for last requisition 900 barrels; will give 300

rounds. Better take all we can get. Will have cartridge bags made
here for the 900 barrels. Anticipated there would be trouble about

the breechings; am prepared to remedy. Hope to leave to-morrow

p. m.
J. P. Sanfokd.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

Certificate of Assistant Surgeon Ludlow of Commander Winslow^s

wound while in command V. S. Crunhoat Benton, December 8,

1861.
Cairo, III., January £8, 1862.

This is to certify that on or about the 8th of December, 1861, Com-
mander John A. Winslow, while in charge of the gunboat Benton on
her down trip from St. Louis to Cairo, did receive a lacerated wound
of the left forearm, dividing all the flexor muscles of the part, by
the passage of one-half of a link of a large chain through the part
that was broken in getting the vessel off a sand bar on which she was
grounded.

John Lxjdlow, M. D.
Assistant Surgeon.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 9, 1861.

Your telegraphic orders respecting the gunboats have been at-

tended to by Lieutenant Sanford and myself. Funds sent by to-day's
mail to Lieutenant Commanding Stembel.

Geo. D. Wise,

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.
Assistant Quartermaster.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 10, 1861.

Mr. Sanford left this morning. The Perry left at 2 o'clock last
night to assist the gunboats. Eight inches rise in the river.

Geo. D. Wise.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 10, 1861.

River rising very slow. Have sent Perry last night down to help
gunboats. White Cloud goes to-day.

Bahton Able.
Captain G. W. Graham.
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Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Conestogd, giving information obtained during an expedition up
the Cumberland River.

U. S. Gtjnboat C!onestoga,
Paducah, Ky., December 10, 1861.

Sik: On the night of the 8th instant I proceeded with this vessel

up the Cumberland River to near the fortifications below Dover,
Tenn. General Smith had received information that there were a
number of Union people near Linton, Ky., just below the line

of Tennessee, who wished to join the Union forces, or were refugees,
driven from their homes by rebel marauders, and were unable to
escape through the rebel lines. On arriving at Linton two signal
guns were fired as requested by these people, and we afterwards
returned to that place to remain overnight, and about sixty persons
came in during the night from the back country in small parties

and were taken on board and brought down either to Smithland
or to this place. Previous to anchoring at Linton, I had dropped
down to the lower end of [State] Line island, intending to remain
there, but learning in the evening that persons had collected about
the woods with the intent of cutting off all parties attempting to

escape, I moved up to Linton itself, where the people succeeded in

reaching the vessel. Just before dark a negro ran down to the river

bank, near the boat, chased by blood hounds in full cry after him,
and begged to be taken on board. I sent a boat to his rescue, and
learning by his statement, confirmed by Kentuckians on board, that

he was being chased by rebel cavalry (he had run 18 miles), with
the intent of seizing him and taking him to Dover to work upon
the fortifications at that point, I received him on board and brought
him away. His master is a secessionist. The cavalry did not show
themselves, and the hounds were taken from the track, but we saw
three of them. No demonstration against us was anywhere made,
and we could hear of no outrages being committed near the river,

no doubt owing to the assurance we have given that the secessionists

of the Cumberland will be held to answer for the security of their

Union neighbors.

The greatest efforts are being made by the secessionists to fortify

the Cumberland below Dover, and a panic prevails, they being con-

fident that an attack on Nashville is preparing under the authority

of Governor Johnson, elected governor of Kentucky by the secession

convention held at Russellville, in that State. The rebels are call-

ing out Kentucky troops and are drafting men, impressing them
into the rebel service, and under the same authority are seizing

the negroes of Kentuckians, carrying them to Dover to work upon
the fortifications. Thus it happens that Union men and seces-

sionists alike are telling their slaves to escape to the woods to avoid

the rebel cavalry engaged in seizing them. I am informed that

Union men have been seized and carried off to work in place of

their escaped slaves. It appears that the sons of the owner of the

negro taken on board this boat gave him warning to escape, not-

withstanding these sons themselves had been active in assisting

rebel troops to find Government arms, etc., in their neighborhood.

I was informed from various sources that epidemic diseases of

virulent type prevail at Dover, and that the troops are dying in
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great numbers. One man told me that three days before 12 volun-

teers of his acquaintance had been buried at one time.

If any movement is contemplated up the Cumberland, I am confi-

dent it should not be delayed longer than is necessary. An addi-

tional battery of three guns (32s) is said to be completed upon a

hill back from the river about half a mile, but commanding a

stretch of the stream above and below, and making a cross fire with
the water battery. I could not verify this report, as the afternoon

was rainy and misty when we were there, and at any time it can not

be examined without engaging it, as it can only be seen at a distance

of 1 mile.

I again heard reports of two gunboats being constructed, one at

ClarksviUe and the other at Nashville. It is also currently reported

that the rebels have a heavy chain across the river at Dover, and are

engaged in filling the channel with large stones.

On the Tennessee River three gunboats are reported to have come
down below Fort Henry. I have employed a man to examine these

craft and report their condition and armaments. I heard nothing
of them from the inhabitants on the Tennessee, but there are none
to be depended upon near the line. These boats are represented as

having been plated, in whole or in part, and that this having proved
a failure, compressed bales of cotton have been used to further secure
the boats from the effects of shot. One of these is the Eastport,
which, when new, was one of the fastest vessels running upon the
Mississippi. It is 280 feet in length, and, if properly fitted up,
could carry a most formidable battery. The others are much smaller
vessels. Obstructions could be sunk so as to confine these boats,

except in time of freshets, to the territory of Tennessee, but the head
of the island in front of this town offers a place to locate a battery
which would conmiand the Tennessee and Ohio alike, and add very
considerably to the defenses of the post landward. General Smith
has made an examination of the island and will have one heavy gun
placed there, not having, I believe, sufficient cannon to spare more
for that point. I should feel little hesitation in running the fire of
one gun, if there were an object in doing so, and a fast steamer would
be exposed to the fire but a few minutes.
A good battery on the island would command the Tennessee and

leave the river free for navigation by our gunboats.
Unlike the Ohio, the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers rarely

freeze over. An old pilot informs me tKat in thirty-one years living
upon its banks he has seen the Cumberland frozen over but four
times, and steamers at times have laid by several weeks, unable to
pass up the Ohio on accoimt of ice, while boats were daily plying
upon tne Cumberland and Tennessee. Nor does the Tennessee fafl
to low stage like the Ohio in midwinter.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Gomm,anding Naval Forces, Western Rivers, Cairo, III.
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Report of Flag-Ofjicer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the grounding
of the U. S. S. Benton.

Caiho, December 10, 1861.

Sir : We are still deficient 1,000 men for the flotilla. A short time
since I had a letter from Captain Howard, late of the Eevenue Serv-
ice, who states that he can bring us 1,000 men, provided their advance
and certain expenses can be paid. I referred him to the Navy Depart-
ment and to Quartermaster-General Meigs of the Army, as I have no
funds, nor do we pay advance to men that we ship here. I have not
received any men from Commander Carter, of the Michigan.

Will the Department please to inform me if it can furnish a part
or the whole number of men required ?

It is with deep regret that I inform the Department that the large

and effective steamer Benton is badly aground 75 miles up the Mis-
sissippi River. The water was not sufficient for her in the channel,

as it had fallen the night previous. The vessel is still in the con-

tractor's hands, so far as her preparation is concerned, and he hav-
ing given every assurance that he would get her down. He is on
board the Benton, and before leaAring St. Louis repeatedly assured me
that he would take her safely to Cairo. I enclose the copy of a let-

ter addressed to Mr. Eads, the contractor, urging and directing him
to get the boats to Cairo by the 20th ultimo.

This disaster is delaying our whole expedition. The Essex, Com-
mander Porter, as well as our storeship are still detained in the

river by the grounding of the Benton.

The seven gunboats built under contract are here, and we will fit

them out in a week after the contractor turns them over to us.

Pad it not been for the grounding of the Benton I should have
had the gunboats ready, excepting men, before the 15th proximo.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Git)EON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 11, 1861.

Send to me, by return of mail, contract with Eads. Say to Gen-

eral Cullmn that four of our officers are up the river at work on the

Benton and one sick here, which leaves us no officers to send to St.

Louis. Ask him if the board will not come to Cairo and first exam-

ine the gunboats at this place. I will designate the navy officers for

the board by the time the army officers arrive.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Captain Wise,
Bamum's Hotel, St. Louis.
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[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 11, 1861.

General Cullum will leave for Cairo when he is informed that the

mortar and gunboats now on their way have arrived. This will

enable him to make the entire examination at once.

Geo. D. Wise.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

Letter from Assistant Quartermaster Wise, U. S. Army, to Flag-

Oflcer Foote, U. S. Navy, referring to the departure of the mortar
boats from St. Louis.

Office of Gunboat Flotilla,
St. Louis, December 11, 1861.

Sir : I have little to communicate- to you since the departure of

Lieutenant Sanford. I am kept very busy attending to my quarter-

master's department, shipping remaining articles to Cairo, and set-

tling my accounts in order to make a quarterly return at the end of

this month. I have sent you two telegrams which I hope were
received with dispatch.

Mr. Merritt arrived last night, bringing me a memorandum for

Lieutenant Sanford in relation to powder, which I have attended to.

AU letters for you or officers of the squadron have been forwarded.
The mortar boats are to leave to-day for Cairo under a contract

made by Major Allen to pay $80 each for the delivery of the boats.

At the request of Major Allen I provided them with lines, for which
he pays.

I would suggest the propriety of increasing Mr. Candee's paj^o
$100 a month, as his duties are arduous and responsible. It is less

than quartermaster's clerks are receiving in other departments here.
Bills are continually presented ine for 6oalj services, etc., connected

with the tugboats, which, in accordance with your instructions, I
have declined to have anything to do with. The same answer is

returned at the other departments. As these boats are continually
used for our service, would it not be well to have them turned over
to me in order that just bills may be paid and the Government
credit sustained? Mr. Daggett also has a large bill for the repairs
and dockage of the Essex since she has been directly under your
orders. Can I pay this bill, most of which was for labor?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. D. Wise,
Assistant Quartermaster.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat Flotilla, Western Waters, Cairo, III.
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The Mississippi Flotilla.

[Newspaper clipping.]

Flag-OflScer Foote, commanding the Mississippi Flotilla, wants a
thousand more seamen from the Lakes. The Department could
spare him but 600, and now needs all that can be raised on the sea-
board. "Will not the West man the Mississippi Flotilla ?

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Coneatoga, regarding expedition in the GuTnberland River.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, December 13, 1861.

Sir : I have to report that I again left here on the night of the 10th
instant with this vessel for the Cumberland Kiver and returned last

night, having brought down from Christian and Trigg counties, Ky.,
near 60 more refugees, many of whom will enlist in the Army. We
were, the forepart of the night, near Fort Donelson, to prevent the
rebels sending out a force to cut off people who were bringing in
concealed arms to Linton. We brought 10 muskets, with accouter-
ments, and a number of rifles and shotguns.

I am informed that the rebels have now another gun in the new
work of which I have written to you, making four 32s there, and
with them two fieldpieces. At Fort Donelson there are said to be
sixteen heavy guns. None of the works can be seen till approached
to within easy range. I heard numerous accounts of the great mor-
tality among the rebels at that point.

The Nashville Union and American publishes an account of the
landing of 130 men from this vessel near Fort Donelson, of whom
113 were killed and the others made prisoners. I have never, on that

river, landed a man above the line of Tennessee. We have been
fired upon there, and where the rebels appeared to be in numbers
have sent a shot or shell among them.
The provisional government established by the rebel convention at

Russellville, Ky., is doing apparently good work in the cause of the

Union.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Comm,anding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval, Forces, Western Rivers, Cairo, III.

Letter from Brigadier-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Flag-Officer

Foote, V. S. Navy, requesting cooperation of gunboats in view of

expected attack.

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri,
Cairo, December 13, 1861.

Dear Commodore : Information that I have received indicates the

probability of an attack being made upon either Fort Holt or Bird's

Point to-night or to-morrow.
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I have given instructions to the commanding officers at these two

points; have given directions also to have all the transports fully

ready in case a move on the water should be necessary.

I would respectfully ask your cooperation with the gunboats.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,^
U.S.Grant,

Brigadier-General.

Commodore A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Gunboat Flotilla, etc., Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, Decernber H, 1861.

Inform General Cullum that the gunboats and twenty of the mor-

tar boats are here ready for examination.
A. H. Foote,

Flag-Officer.

Captain George D. Wise, U. S. Army,
Quartermaster, Bamum's Hotel, St. Louis.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December H, 1861.

"We are very much in want of 32-pounder cartridges. We are

now short 3,000 on requisition of September.
A. H. Foote,

Flag-Officer.

Colonel John Symington,
Allegheny Arsenal, Pittsburg, Pa.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to the Quartermaster-

General, ZJ. S. Army, referring to the- appointment of a joint board

for the inspection of the new gunboats, and other matters.

Cairo, December H, 1861.

Sir: Your letter of the 6th instant, in relation to Captain How-
ard's men having entered a New York regiment, and referring to

Mr. Eads' contract for the gunboats, how they are to be received,

questions of forfeiture, etc., has been received. Also one containing

a grave charge against Mr. Thomas Merritt, the engineer.

1 am happy to inform you that the gunboats are all here except

the three building at Mound City, under contract. Twenty mortar
boats without the mortars have also arrived, which, with the gunboats,

I am directed by General Halleck to have examined, inspected, etc.,

with a summary of cost, by a board of five officers, three army officers

and two navy officers, the former selected by General Halleck, and
the latter by myself. I have just telegraphed to the army portion
of the board that the gunboats and twenty of the mortar boats are
here ready for examination. It is a pity that the mortar boats were
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built without the supervision of some officer or person experienced
in such matters.

I find, of course, a host of difficulties surrounding me at every
step, but trust that we shall bring out good results comparatively.
The gunboats were not properly modeled ; they are far behindhand.
We want men. Four or five or the few navy officers we have are in
ill health and the absence of navy-yard facilities and even the neces-
sary articles for armed vessels, not to be found in the West, all tend
to make our work great and the difficulties almost insuperable. I
am encouraged, however, at the assurance that you appreciate the
difficulties, and have always given evidence of a desire to sustain
me in my efforts to carry out the object of the Government.
The charge against Mr. Merritt, the engineer, I shall hand him,

and then proceed, agreeably to your directions, as far as possible.

It is peculiarly unfortunate that this charge had not been preferred
at an earlier date, as his suspension at this juncture embarrasses his
department quite seriously. As Major Allen is at St. liouis and
knows nothing of his case, I have not referred the matter to him,
but will do so, as you require it.

We have the new gunboat, St. Louis, temporarily fitted up, ready
for service, as well as the Essex, the latter one of General Fremont s

boats. These two boats give the post and people a much better feel-

ing of security than before. I was ready myself to go down in the
boats last night when an attack on Fort Holt below was expected by
the commanding general. We also proceeded toward Columbus two
days since, on hearing that two or three rebel gunboats were coming
up the river. They returned to Columbus.

I have written to the Secretary of the Navy about men, and in

case I can not obtain them from him will probably be able to get a
regiment of volunteers from General Halleck, and thus, I trust, com-
plete our complement for the gunboats by, or soon after, the 1st

proximo. The grounding of the gunboats in the river has thrown
us back ten days at least in having the gunboats ready for service.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ojgicer.

Quartermaster-General Meigs,
Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 16, 1861.

Call immediately on G. B. Allen & Co., Renfrew, Crozier & Co.,

and Gaty, McCune & Co., and see if the contract for placing the

steam drums on top of the boilers is as low in price as can be had.

Mr. Merritt will see you about it. Tell Captain Eads and Captain
Adams, or his agent, to come here immediately, as the board is ready
to-morrow to examine gunboats and mortar boats.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oficer.

Captain George D. Wise, U. S. Army,
Quartermaster, Bamuni's Hotel, St. Louis, Mo.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 16, 1861.

Please telegraph if men are coming to gunboats, and how many,

and when. We are waiting for them. Do send two lieutenants to

Lieutenant Phillips [S. L. Phelps], as five of our officers are sick

and two will not probably be able to do any more duty.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oficer.

Hon. G. Welles.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 17, 1861.

Have given up my battery. Do vou still desire my services?

A. G. A. Constable.

A. H. FooTE.

Letter from the Secretary of ths Navy to Flag-Officer Foote, V. S.

Navy, stating that the War Department should supply the defi-

ciency in men for the gunboats.

Navy Department, Decem-ber 17, 1861.

Sir: That portion of your letter of the 10th instant, stating that

you " are still deficient 1,000 men," has been referred to the War De-

partment, it being considered the duty of the Army to furnish the

men.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Gideon Welles.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Com,manding Naval Forces on Western Waters, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Navt Department, December 17, 1861.

Sir : General McClellan will order to-day 1,100 men to be detailed

for your boats. We have vessels waiting for mep.
A great many of our ships go to sea without any navy officers on

board, but we can mve you Lieutenants Bryant and Thompson, dates
of 1837, and possibly some commanders.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Cairo, III.
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Letter from Major-General Ballech, U. S. Army, to Flag-Ofjicer
Foote, V. S. Navy, regarding volunteers for the gunboats.

St. Louis, December 17, 1861.

Sir: I have ready in this city some 1,100 or 1,200 unarmed men to
be sent to man your gunboats, if you wish them. They are volunteers.
You will please inform me if you want them; and, If so, when and
where.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General, Coirtmanding.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Cairo, III.

General Orders, Nos. 2-7, of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy.

General Orders,!
No. 2.

)
Cairo, December 17, 1861.

The officers of the flotilla will constantly exercise vigilance in the
execution of their duties, remembering that upon their zeal and effi-

ciency depend the success of our arms.

The first masters will be regarded, where there is no lieutenant as

executive officer, as the executive officers, and will be obeyed as such
by all officers and men under them.
The orders given by the executive officers are to be considered as

emanating directly from the commanders of the gunboats, and not

from the executive officers themselves.
Andrew H. Foote,

Flag-Ofjicer, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

General Orders,]

No. 3.
I

Cairo, December 17, 1861.

The officers and men connected with the naval flotilla will consider

themselves amenable to the police regulations of the Army while

-

on shore as well as on board, so far as conducting themselves with

perfect propriety of conduct, of crossing the lines, abstaining from

all approaches to intemperance, a vice which is so destructive to

good morals, discipline, and efficiency, that the commander in chief

will visit with the utmost rigor of the law all who may be guilty of

the slightest degree of intoxication or of any violation of laws, rules,

regulations, ana general orders which are or may be promulgated,

either by the military or naval authorities, for the promotion of the

highest state of discipline and efficiency in time of war.

General Order No. 20, of the commanding general, will be strictly

observed by all persons in the naval flotilla.

Andrew H. Foots,

Flag-Of^cer., Comdg. V. S. Naval Forces, Western Wntera,

jT vy B—vol, 22 30
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Genekal Orders,!
No. 4. J Cairo, December 17, 1861.

The commanders of the gunboats, respectively, will see that their

vessels are kept constantly ready for action at a moment's warning.
Men must be exercised frequently at the great guns and small arms,

magazines frequently examined, gun gear often inspected, steam
machinery kept in order, one-half of the officers at least, unless by
special permission, to be kept on board at all times; in fact, every
precaution taken against a surprise by the enemy and a readiness

for immediate service, which will enable the commander in chief to

operate against an enemy afloat or on shore, within five minutes
after the flotilla is underway.
The commanders of the flotilla will, in their internal rules and

regulations, give such instructions in detail as will secure the highest
degree of efficiency; and the commander in chief has the highest
confidence, from the zeal and intelligence with which the officers gen-
erally have labored in the premises to assist him in improving a
squadron with such limited means by attending readily to duties
of all grades, that they will soon have their respective vessels in a
high state of naval discipline.

Andrew H, Foote,
Flag-O-fficer, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

General Orders, I

No. 5. J Cairo, December 17, 1861.

The men composing the crews of the different vessels in the flotilla

are required to obey strictly all laws, orders, rules, and regulations
promulgated, or suffer the penalt5r of the law.
Zealous and capable men, combining good morals with a desire to

serve their country and vindicate its ability to sustain unsullied its

flag against enemies at home as well as abroad, will be favorably
noticed in the monthly reports by their commanders to the com-
mander in chief.

All real or supposed grievances which the men may have, or fancy
they have, will receive a considerate hearing through the proper
channel bv their commanders; and let it be borne in mind that the
•primary object of the flotilla is efficiency, a power and readiness to do
its duty to the Government by punishing the enemy ; this great object
being secured, the comfort of the officers and men will, so far as may
be consistent with efficiency, be faithfully observed.

Andrew H. Foote,
Flag-Oifleer, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Geneeal Orders,)
No 6. f Cairo, December 17, 1861.

A strict observance of Sunday, so far as abstaining from all un-
necessary work, and giving officers and men the opportunity of attend-
ing public wordiip on board, will be observed by all persons connected
waU the flotilla.

It is the wish of the commander in chief that on Sunday the public
worship of Almighty God may be observed on board of all the vessels
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composing the flotilla ; and that the respective commanders will either
themselves, or cause other persons to pronounce prayers publicly on
Sunday, when as many of the officers and men as can be spared from
duty may attend the public worship of Almighty God.
Profane swearing being forbidden by the laws for the better govern-

ment of the Navy, all officers and men will strictly observe this law;
and every officer who uses profane language toward the men in carry-
ing on duty will be held amenable for such gross violation of law
and order.

Discipline to be permanent must be based on moral grounds, and
officers must, in themselves, show a good example in morals, order, and
patriotism to secure these qualities in the men.

Andrew H. Foote,
Flag-Oificer, Oomdg. V. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

General Orders, I

No. 7.
j

Cairo, December 26, 1861.

The commanders of the several gunboats will make frequent ex-

aminations into the paymaster's department of their respective com-
mands and see that the Government property is well talcen care of,

and direct their acting paymasters not to pay out any money without
their approval, to the officers, and their written order, to the men.

Clothing and small stores will only be issued once a month, except
upon urgent necessity, and all requisitions must be approved by the

commanding officers, who will direct an officer to be present and wit-

ness all issues made to the men.
Commanders of vessels will also direct their acting paymasters to

make out quarterly pay and receipt rolls, accompanied by their ac-

count current, showing their balance, also quarterly abstracts of pro-

visions, clothing, and small stores, to be forwarded to me for

inspection.

They will also enforce upon their respective acting paymasters the

necessity of obeying immediately any order or instruction they may
have occasion, from their want of present experience, to receive from
Mr. Henriques, flag-officer's secretary and acting paymaster in chief,

whose duty it is to give them, under my direction, any order he may
deem needful for the proper performance' of their duties.

A. H. Foote,

Flag-Ofjicer, Comdg. V. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, December 19, 1881.

Sir: I telegraphed yesterday about men. Do you wish, say, four

of the volunteer masters who have been under drill ? Would you ad-

vise transferring the flotilla and your whole command to the Navy
Department ?

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, Decemher 19, 1861.

Our masters and officers are all appointed. As we are organized, a

change now would greatly embarrass the flotilla. I consider it im-

politic to transfer flotilla to the Navy. I would have preferred at

first to have it solely under the Navy Department.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Oificer.

G. V. Fox.

Letter from Flag-Q-fficcr Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Halleck,

U. S. Army, requesting a draft of men.

Caibo, Decemher 19, 1861.

Sir : In reply to your note of the I7th, I respectfully request that

you will send 500 men immediately to the flotilla. General Grant
will give the men accommodations on shore for a day or two, until

I can distribute them among the boats. I will inform you when we
are ready to receive another detachment of men.

In a telegram from the Secretary of the Navy, he informs me that
the Department can hardly supply the demand for seamen on the

coast, and that General McClellan will, furnish the men required,
or rather will order 1,100 men to be detached for the gunboats.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ofjicer, etc.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
CoTnmanding Army of the West, etc.

P. S.—My passes here have been refused, and the general agent at
Chicago also declines honoring them. This embarrasses my work a
good deal, as 1 am obliged to send officers and men frequently on
duty to St. Louis to expedite our work, as well as to send home dis-

charged seamen, etc. I presume it was not your intention to have
my passes stopped, and therefore respectfully request that you will

direct the agent to have them honored in the future.

A. H. F.

[Telegram.]

Washington, December 23, 1861.
(Eeceived at Cairo, 24th.)

The general in chief has directed General Halleck to send to the
gunboats 1,100 men from unarmed regiments.

M. C. Meigs.
Captain A. H. Foote.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 24, 1861.
We have six tug propeller boats and thirty-eight mortar boats.

A. H. FooTE,

Major R. Allen,
Quartermaster, St. Louis, Mo.

Unofficial letter from, the Chief of Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrog-
raphy to Flag-Offtcer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding general matters.

BuREATi or Ordnance and Hydrography,
Navy Department,

Washington City, December 24., 1861.
My Dear Flag : I was gratified to get a long letter from you and

to read, as I well know, that you will come out like a trump before
the thing is over.

Your howitzers have gone, and I hope have arrived in good con-
dition, for they are real fancy little bulldogs and do mischief when
they baik.

I shall keep sending you all sorts of books as I lay hands on them.
AVe are at it here night and day in getting off the mortar fleet,

and then, stand from under.
The retired bill is signed, but I believe the nominations will not be

sent in to fill vacancies until the grade bill passes, making the ten
ranks.

Good-bye and good luck.

From yours, faithfully,

H. A. W.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Walke,
U. S. Navy, in response to request from the latter for transfer to

one of the new gunboats.

Cairo, December 24, 1861.

Sir : I have received your letter of the 23d instant, in relation to
the officers wishing to be transferred with you to one of the new
gunboats ; also stating that Commander Rodfgers had- stated that I
had promised him thus to transfer the officers.

I never promised Commander Rodgers to make such a transfer.

I assured him that I would carry out his system as far as I could,
consistently with my views, for the good of the service; for then,

as now, I perceived reasons of a public nature which would render
such a transfer impracticable. While I accord to the officers and
crew—and have done so to the Navy Department—the great credit

of having nobly performed their duty, yet to make the transfer we
propose would seriously add to our work, and, more than this, would
derange the flotilla. In fact, it would seriously embarrass us.
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We have now as much and more than we can well perform in

organizing vessels, and, from personal considerations, to break up
well-organized vessels like the Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga,
would be unmilitary and injurious to the flotilla, and unprecedented
in the Navy. Surely you and all your officers will see the matter in

this light, and I will not so far reflect upon the patriotism of your
officers and crew as to suppose they would urge this matter when they
reflect upon the reasons I here give for not complying with their

request.

Your own naval experience will readily show you that such an
application as this has never been granted in a squadron, as it would
produce confusion, and be an admission that personal considerations
outweigh the public interest.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer, etc.

Commander H. Walke, U. S. Navy,
V. S. Gunboat Tyler, Cairo, III.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General HallecJc,
U. S. Army, requesting information regarding pay and rations for
men sent to the flotilla.

Caibo, December 25, 1861.

General: I wish to be informed whether I shall pay and ration
the several officers and men on board the tugboats sent here for the
use of the flotilla by the quartermaster at St. Louis, and if I shall
appoint the officers and ship the men now on board of them.
As the case stands, these officers and men are without rations or the

means of living; yet they have been sent to me with the tugs intended
for the gun and mortar boats.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Commanding Army of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from Brigadier-General Cullum, U. S. Army, to Flag-Officer
Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding memorandum for General Halleck.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, December 26, 1861.

Mt Dear Sir: I have been too much engaged since my return to
write you a note respecting the memorandum you gave me to present
to General Halleck.
You were immediately telegraphed that your papers would be hon-

ored and requested to inform the proper parties.
General Halleck can not give you any more information respecting

the requirements of ammunition for the flotilla, not having himself
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received orders or intimations from Washington as to its duties and
destination.

I have not yet heard from Commanders Pennock and Stembel the
result of their firing experiments upon the target. I am writing the
report of the board and hope to complete it to-day as far as I can.
What is the width and height of the ports or embrasures of the

gunboats? How many degrees do they admit for the elevation and
how many for traverse of your guns ?

What are the names of all the tugboats, and what is their power or
diameter of cylinders, stroke, number of revolutions, and pressure of
steam per square inch ?

In great haste, yours, very truly,

Geo. W. CtTULUM.
Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy,

Cairo, III. ^

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Mr. Litherbury,
regarding the gunboats under construction at Mound City.

Cairo, December S6, 1861.

Sir: I was informed by Mr. Eads that all the gunboats would be
ready to come from Mound City bv Wednesday of this week. Now,
I learn that you say that the remaining gunboat can not come down
till Monday next.

I am waiting to put the guns on board the boats and can not wait
longer than to-day. I shall send a steamer up early to-morrow
morning for the remaining gunboat, and if you are not ready to send

her, you will please address me a letter, assigning the reasons, as I

must report it to Washington. The battery must be put on board
this week. Already the detention of the gunboats has been greater

than the circumstances have warranted.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Mr. Litherbury,
Superintendent, etc.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Unofficial letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Nlt^y to Flag-

Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, expressing his opinion regarding the

value of the mortar boats.

Washington, D. C, December 26, 1861.

My Dear Commodore: A merry Christmas to you all. We are in

great excitement here about war with England,.but the general belief

is it can be avoided. I enclose you the revised bill. I believe you
did not receive my telegraph about the two lieutenants. A young
lieutenant has been ordered and sent out to you, as I said a frigate

has only two lieutenants and we have over fifty vessels with no navy

officer on board. Some of them do quite well, Du Pont says. I am
sorry you do not take kindly to the mortar boats. I have no doubt
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but what you will reduce Columbus without them, but if you leave

them you leave the most efficient arm you possess. We have twenty

mortar boats under D. D. Porter and they will sail in a few days,

and we are confident of doing great things with them. The reason

I telegraphed about a transfer to the Navy was at the request of

several influential persons who thought matters would be expedited

under the Navy Department. I told them I thought it was too late.

I hope we shall soon hear of your success at Columbus, the key of

the West; when that falls down goes everything there.

Who is sick with you?
Very sincerely, G. V. Fox.

Wise has written that he got twenty mortar carriages and beds

made in twenty days.

Letter from Quartermaster Wise, U. S. Army, to Flag-Oificer Foote,

v. S. Navy, regarding army authority for 'pushing naval affairs to

the exclusion of other work.

St. Louis, December 27, 1861.

Mt Dear Flag-Ofticer : Our small boats go by the City of Alton,

steamer, which was to leave three days ago, but I understand this

morning has been detained. She leaves this afternoon.

I have been twice to see Major Allen in relation to number of

mortar boats, etc., as requested by you. He was not in, but I left a

note in case he wishes any information from me.
Lieutenant Buffington sent word this morning that no more shells

would be received, as he had as much as he could attend to with army
business. I immediately prepared a telegram to send you, but first

had an interview with General Cullum and Captain Callender. The
conclusion arrived at was that everything we required should be done
to the exclusion of other work. Messrs. Dowdall & Co. will inform
Captain Callender to-day how many more shells are to be delivered
under their contract.*****
Hatch & Co. are pushing on with all speed.

Very respectfully and truly,

Geo. D. Wise.
Flag-Officer A. H. Fcote,

* Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December 27, 1861.

Kequired immediately by railroad express cars thirty of 9-inch
breechings, 27 feet long. For rifle guns twenty breechings of 8-inch,
25 feet long.

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Captain A. A. Harwood,
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance, Washington, D. 0.
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Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Assistant Secretary
of the Navy, transmitting correspondence with Major-General
Halleck, V. S. Army.

Cairo, December 28, 1861.

Sir : I send herewith copies of a correspondence and telegrams with
Major-General Halleck, commanding, by which you will readily per-
ceive the great embarrassments in which we are involved for want of
men, as well as the difficulty of any military commander fully appre-
ciating the wants of men-of-war, or even Western gunboats.
The general, as you will at once perceive, has fully misunderstood

my letter of the 25th instant, which asks him what I am to do with the
temporary masters and crews on board the tugs or small propellers
ordered to us and intended for our mortar boats. He has confounded
these officers and men (river men and officers) with the regiment of
volunteers, and answers that letter under an erroneous conception of
its meaning, and does not touch the subject of the letter at all. If the
general had written such a letter in reply to my enclosed letter of the
26th instant (which he had not received when he wrote his letter of
the 27th instant), I should not have been so much surprised, although
his ideas, as you will see, are wholly impracticable, in sending a regi-

ment with its officers and men to act as marines.
We had all things in comparative good condition, and only wanted

men to begin, if not to complete, the commission of all the gunboats
this week or early in the next, as stated in my letter of the 26th instant

to General Halleck. Now we are thrown back again for want of men.
I see no other way possible for us to organize effectively but to have
1,000 men sent us from the East immediately, unless 1 am authorized

to ship men who are discharged from the different regiments in the

Army for the purpose of entering the navy gunboats. This I had
authority to do from General Fremont. In fact, an order was given

to the Adjutant-General to discharge such men from the Army as I

should want for the gunboats. '

I know General Halleck's difficulties, and find no fault with him or

his course, except that he seems to question my judgment about navy
matters, of which, of course, he cjin know but little, and I, of course,

must know vastly more than he does. I present the whole matter to

you, knowing that your resources will apply the corrective, as you
have, superadded to good sound judgment, great experience in naval

matters and wants.
The appointment and assignment of officers, the difficulty in obtain-

ing supplies of articles required while about commissioning vessels,

want of men, slow work of carpenters and machinists, and want of

accommodations on shore for magazines and projectiles for future

use are serious difficulties ; but if we have the men I hope to overcome

measurably all other difficulties.

I have numbered the accompanying letters, commencing No. 1,

which will enable you to read them in order, and it will thus require

less time for you to understand the merits of the case. I also send the

copies of two telegrams I had dispatched to you and Secretary Welles

yesterday, in case they did not reach you.
,

We had telegraphed to Mrs. Commander Perry, as her husband is

quite ill with typhoid fever, to come and see him. He has been very

anxious to go in the expedition and zealous in his work, and would no

doubt have performed great service had his health continued good.
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I regret his loss to us, both personally and ofScially. I consider it a

duty to make this statement in his behalf to the Navy Department.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ofjicer.

G. V. Fox, Esq.,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—I may commence the work by assigning the officers and 60

men to each boat, and afterwards fill them up as we receive the men,

commencing on or about the 6th proximo.

Letter from Flag-Officer Facte, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Halleck,

TJ. S. Army, regarding the number of volunteers required for the

gunboats.

Caiho, III., December 26, 1861.

General : I respectfully request that you will send me immediately

1,000 of the volunteers which are assigned to the gunboats. My
original estimate was 1,100, but having since received two drafts of

men from the lakes I shall not want more, if quite as many, even,

as 1,000. Still, there will probably be among the thousand men
quite a number who will be physically disqualified for duties on ship-

board.
I addressed you a note on the 19th instant asking for 500 of the

1,100 men. I, of course, include these 500 men in applying for the

1,000 men.
We shall probably have all the guns mounted in the gunboats

to-day with the exception of one boat still at Mound City, but which
I have ordered here to-morrow. The carpenters and engineers are
still at work, but I hope to have all or most of the gunboats in com-
mission during the coming week if the draft of men from St. Louis
comes in time. It is important that the vessels should be in commis-
sion soon, as many preliminary arrangements are necessarily to be
made, with frequent exercise of great guns, before so many raw re-
cruits will be qualified to perform their part of the work in the
flotilla.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H, FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Gomvianding Army of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., December 28, 1861.

Commander Perry is quite ill with typhoid fever and will be unable
to perform duty. We want two more lieutenants.

If junior lieutenants to Lieutenant Commanding Phelps can not
be ordered, we want Lieutenants Bryant and Thompson sent to the
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flotilla. Our flotilla will be seriously affected, as will be seen by the
following telegram to General Halleck, if his orders are carried out,
who has written to me that officers of the regiment of volunteers
must come to the flotilla with their soldiers and all to be regarded
as marines and to be under command of no navy officer except the
commanders of the gunboats. I will inform the Department of
the result of my communication with General Halleck. I have thus
telegraphed General Halleck

:

The volunteer soldiers are wanted In the gunboats In place of seamen. The
complement of officers is filled. No staterooms nor other accommodations what-
ever have been provided for more officers, and we have no use for them. We want
men to fight the guns and work the boats. We never have in men-of-war more
than one-sixth of a crew as marines. The second in command, or executive
officer, controls all officers. This was so decided by the Secretary of the Navy
in my own case, when first lieutenant or executive officer [of] a man-of-war,
while a major of marines was attached to the same ship. I made no requi-
sition for soldiers until ordered to do so by the Navy Department.

I supposed that the volunteer soldiers would be discharged from the Army
and shipped by me for the gunboats, and be placed on the same footing with
its crew. Please not send the volunteers until you hear from me further. I

will write or send an officer to see you.

A. H. FooTE.
Hon. G. Welles.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, December £8, 1861.

My letter of the 25th instant for pay and rations refers solely to

river officers and men in the propeller tugboats, and not to the volun-
teer soldiers.

The volunteer soldiers are wanted in the gunboats in place of sea-

men. The complement of officers is filled. No staterooms nor other
accommodations whatever have been provided for more officers, and
we have no use for them. We want men to fight the guns and work
the boats. We never have in men-of-war more than one-sixth of a

crew as marines. The second in command, or executive officer, con-

trols all officers. This was so decided by the Secretary of the Navy in

my own case, when first lieutenant or executive or a man-of-war,
while a major of marines was attached to the same ship. I made no
requisition for soldiers until ordered to do so by the Navy Depart-

ment.
I supposed that the volunteer soldiers would be discharged from

the Army and shipped by me for the gunboats, and be placed on the

same footing with the crew. Please not send the volunteers until you
hear from me further. I will write or send an officer to see you.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Major-General Halleck,
Commanding Army of the West., St. Louis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

Washington, . Z>ccem&er 28, 1861.

(Forwarded from Chicago, December 30.)

Telegram received. Will see General McClellan at once and ar-

range matters. Lieutenants Prichett and William Gwin ordered.
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Will you have any more? I wish you could be transferred to the

Navy. All are willing.

G. V. Fox.

Flag-Officer Foote.

Report of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.

Tyler, requesting- that the firing from Camp Holt he restricted to

avoid injury to that vessel.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,

Off Camp Holt, Decemher 29, 1861.

Sih: We have been for several weeks, at times, annoyed by the

soldiers at Camp Holt firing off their muskets in the direction of our
vessel, on some occasions coming in such close proximity that the

whiz of the ball as it passed could be distinctly heard. This morning
it was repeated ; this time one of their Minie balls striking one of our
guns and glancing in the porthole, and another striking the upper
deck.

The safety of ourselves and crew would seem to demand some im-
perative order from the colonel commanding. We have changed po-
sitions three times to avoid their firing, and unless they stop it we are
in imminent danger of our lives, and I consequently consider this an
unsafe anchorage.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Flag-OiEcer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces on Western Waters.

Report of Commander Walke, V. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S.
Tyler, again calling attention to the random firing from Camp
Holt.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Off Camp Holt, Decemher 30, 1861.

Sir: I am compelled again to bring to your notice the random
firing of the soldiers from Camp Holt, which was followed up this
morning as usual.

The officer of the deck reported to me that three balls passed over
the deck near where he was standing, and one ball struck the water
near to a seaman who was outside washing his hainmock.

I sent my compliments to the colonel, requesting that it be stopped

;

the reply was, " Very good, sir."

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
„, ^„ Commander, V. S. Navy.

. Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
^

Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.
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[Telegram.]

Washington, December [5(9], 1861.
A telegraph yesterday about men. Do you wish, say, four of the

volunteer masters who have been under drill? "Would vou advise
transferring the flotilla and your whole command to the' Navy De-
partment ?

G. V. Fox,
Ass'istant Secretary Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

Letter from Flag-Ofjicer Foote^ V. S. Navy, to the Assistant Secretary
of the Navy stating his reasons for advising no change of present
organization of his command.

Cairo, December 30, 1S61.

Sir: In reference to the transfer of the flotilla to the Navy Depart-
ment, as intimated in your telegram of to-day, I now respectfully
submit my views arising from the peculiar circumstances of our
organization.

Previous to leaving Washington I had an interview with Quarter-
master-General Meigs, who gave me written authority to appoint
such assistants as I deemed necessary to carry out effectively the
objects of the flotilla, and he informed me that masters of Western
steamboats often received $200 per month, and that I could not be
governed in all cases by salaries or pay given at the East. In the
case of masters and pilots, I have been obliged, in order to secure the
services of eflScient men, to pay first masters $150 per month, second
masters $125, third masters $100, and fourth masters $80 per month,
while pilots are paid $175 per month.
These prices are much less than the incumbents receive in ordinary

times, while they have before been provided with table furniture and
stores, bedding, etc., which I have not allowed them. The captain's
clerks, who are also acting paymasters, assistant surgeons and engi-
neers, and master's mates, are paid at no higher than navy rates,

excepting the chief paymaster, Mr. Henriques, who has been for

many years in the Navy, and I absolutely required his services to

teach and supervise the other paymasters, and who I have paid and
promised to pay the amount paid to an acting paymaster and commo-
dore's secretary, as he does the duty of both the grades—I have no
other secretary—viz, $2,200. So complicated is the financial busi-

ness of this flotilla, that Mr, Henriques' services are indispensable
to me, as I have stated to General Meigs, and am paying him
accordingly.

We are greatly dependent upon the army for wagons to transport
our ammunition, for storage, and for many other things. We also

receive our funds through Acting Quartermaster Wise, who, if this

transfer is made, I hope will obtain the position of storekeeper, or

some other position, with a salary equally as good as that he now
receives.

With the pressure of work upon me, I hope that no change will be
made disturbing or changing materially our present organization,



478 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

as I greatly fear that such change would seriously impair our effi-

ciency for good service.

I ought further to add that Commander Rodgers had paid all his

men $18 per month, as he informed me none could be had at a less

price, as river men receive $30 per month usually, and I therefore
have been compelled to continue this rate of pay to the men, and rate

all over 20 years of age as seamen, at $18 per month.
With these considerations, I submit the matter of transfer to be

disposed of as the Department may decide. I should apprehend
serious difficulty if pay is to be reduced, or a change made in my own
secretary and acting paymaster.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

G. V. Fox, Esq.,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Caiko, III., December 30, 1861.

I want two lieutenants in addition to Lieutenants [Gwin] and
I
PrichettJ. If you can send them, I will write in full about transfer

to the Navy Department. Our financial system and appointments
and pay of officers and the army facilities for ordnance and storage
have closely interwoven the army and navy business here, and unless
they can be approved and confirmed by the Navy Department, with
the proposed transfer to the Navy, it will greatly damage, if not
impair, the efficiency of the flotilla. Commanders Perry and Wins-
low will not be able to take command of their gunboats.

A. H. FooTE,
FUg-Oificer.

G. V. Fox. ^ "

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, December 31, 1861.
Enlisted men can not be detailed without their officers.

General Halleck will discharge any soldier who will ship for gun-
boat service. Will explain further difficulties in the way when I
see you.

A. M. Pennook,

A. H. FooTE.
"
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Report of Flag-Offlcer Foote, V. S. Navy, transmitting report of
Lieutenant Phelps, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Conestoga,
regarding protection of Union property on the Ohio, Cumberland,
and Tennessee Rivers.

Cairo, III., January 1, 1862.

Sir : I forward herewith a copy of a letter received from Lieuten-
ant Commanding Phelps, of the gunboat Conestoga.

I propose sending to-morrow, or the next day, the gunboat Lexing-
ton, in command of Lieutenant Shirk, to join Lieutenant Phelps m
the Conestoga, both vessels to be under the direction of Lieutenant
Commanding Phelps, the senior officer. In guarding and protecting
the Union people on the borders of the Ohio, Cumberland, and Ten-
nessee rivers. Lieutenant Phelps is rendering valuable service.
A copy of the enclosed letter I have forwarded to General Halleck

and to General Grant, while the latter has sent a copy to General
Buell in Kentucky.

I am using all possible dispatch in getting all the gunboats ready
for service. There is a great demand for them in different places
in the Western rivers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-OJIficer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Endorsement.]

Received February 25, 1862. Notify Flag-Officer Foote of the
great delay in his dispatches.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, December 30, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that I returned last evening
from a cruise up the Ohio River, to as far as Cannelton, Ind., stop-

ping at various points, both going up and returning.

There is entirely too much smuggling done between this point and
Evansville, and as usual chiefly by Jews. Steamers still stop at all

points along the Kentucky shore, and the mail is delivered there

also. I think both these practices should be discontinued. Steamers
should only be permitted to land at fixed points along the north bank
of the Ohio, where the Government has agents or a military force.

Permitting the mails to be delivered in the towns on the Kentucky
shore, between Smithland and Paducah, is affording a constant means
of communication and information to the rebel force at Bowling
Green.
The rebels threaten to bum the steamers along the Ohio if the mails

are stopped. The advantage to them of these steamers is so great

that they do not make prizes of them, as could be done at any time.

Care on the part of steamboat captains, and visits along the nver of

gunboats from time to time, would prevent the rebels from executing

their threats of burning. Goods are brought down by wagons from
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the central railroads of both Indiana and Illinois, and carried across

the Ohio thence to rebel camps.
General Grant has a force of one cavalry regiment and one of

infantry stationed at Shawneetown, which could do much, not only

to stop smuggling, but also to put an-end to the collection and driving

off by the rebels of hogs and other stock from that part of Kentucky
opposite—one of the greatest hog-producing counties in the State.

If active, the Shawneetown force could break up all the rebel

marauding parties thence to the Cumberland.
It is the opinion of Union people along the Kentucky side of

the Ohio that they are protected from violence at the hands of their

secession neighbors, and of marauding troops, only through fear of
the gunboats. 1 was informed that the population of Caseyville was
disposed to be violent toward the few Union men there, and I warned
the authorities of the consequence of any actual violence or molesta-
tion the loyal people should suffer at the hands of any rebels, whether
citizens of the place or not.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
-Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers, Cairo, III.

Order of Flag-Ofjicer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Phelps, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Conestoga, to continue his operations
in the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee rivers.

Cairo, January 1, 1862.

Sir: I have ordered Lieutenant Shirk, with the Lexington, to
report to you. With this additional vessel, you will be able to guard
the extensive interests intrusted to you along the margin of the Ohio,
Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers.

I have forwarded copies of your letter of the 30th instant to the
Secretary of the Navy, and to Generals Halleck, Grant, and Buell.
I wish you to continue, as you have done, to consult with General
Smith, commanding at Paducah, before you proceed to any new point.
Also to keep me informed of all changes occurring in the vicinity
of your cruising ground. Should you have reason to suppose that
any demonstration might be made against forts or gunboats of the
rebels, ^ou will immediately inform me, that I may join you, if pos-
sible, with an additional boat. I hope soon to visit your command.
Having great confidence in your discretion and valor,

I am. respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
P'lag-Oificer.

Lieutenant Commanding S. L. Phelps,
Conestoga.
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Order of Flag-Ofjicer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Shirk, U. S.
Navy, to assume command of the U. S. S. Lexington.

Caiko, Janitary 1, 1862.

Sir: You will repair on board the U. S. gunboat Lexington and
assume the command of that vessel.

When coaled and provisioned, and in all respects ready for service,

you will to-morrow proceed up the Ohio River to the city of Paducah
and there report yourself to Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, of the

Conestoga. Should Lieutenant Commanding Phelps be absent from
Paducah, you will call on General Smith, commanding that division

of the army, and should he consider your presence important in

Paducah, or at the mouth of the Tennessee or Cumberland rivers, you
will take the station he may indicate until the arrival of Lieutenant

Commanding Phelps, who, being your senior officer, will give you
further instructions as circumstances may require.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

Lieutenant Commanding J. W. Shirk,
Cairo, III.

Flag-Officer.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Stembel,

U. S. Navy, to assume command of the U. S. S. Cincinnati.

Cairo, January 1, 1862.

Sir : You are hereby detached from the command of the U. S. gun-

boat Lexington, and you will assume command of the new gunboat

Cincinnati.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Commander R. N. Stembel,
V. S. Gunboat Lexington.

Repcyrt of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, forwarding list of officers

assigned to the new gunboats.

Cairo, III., January 2, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to forward a list of officers assigned to the

twelve different gunboats. There are a few vacancies, which will

shortly be filled.

I hope to be able to send 60 men on board of each gunboat within

the week. We are waiting for the thousand men to fill up our com-

plement of men. The St. Louis, Essex, Tyler, Lexington, and Con-

estoga are already in commission, and to-day the Lexington has gone

to Paducah, Ky., and, with the Conestoga there, will look out for our

interests in the Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers.

N W E—VOL 22 31
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The carpenters and engineers are behindhand in their work; still,

I hope, by the 20th instant, if we receive our men in time, that we
shall be commissioned and ready for service.

Commanders Perry and Winslow will probably not be able to per-

form duty in the flotilla.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Flag-Oificer.

[Telegram.]

Washington, January, 2, 1862.

Secretary authorizes expenditures of $2,000 in improving Bentori's

speed; but will you improve it materially? Can you spare her for

three weeks? Act on your own discretion. She never can be made
fast, in my opinion.

M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster-General.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Letter from Brigadier-General Grant, U. S. Army, to Flag-Officer
Foote, V. S. Navy, requesting the service of a gunboat for convoy
duty.

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, January 2, 1862.

Commodore: Will you please direct a gunboat to drop down the
river this morning as far as the head of the First Island [No. 1 ?]
to protect a steamer I am sending down to bring up produce for some
loyal citizens of Kentucky?

KespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Commodore Foote,
Commanding Cairo Flotilla.

[Endorsement.]

Commander Walke will proceed in execution of this request.
A. H. Foote,

Flag-Officer.

Report of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Tyler, regarding duty performed by that vessel.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Off Camp Holt, January 2, 1862.

Sir: Agreeable to your order of this morning, I proceeded down
the river as far as the head of the First Island [No. 1?], to protect
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the steamer Rob Roy while taking on board produce, etc. After her
departure I returned to my anchorage at Camp Holt.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H.' Walke,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces on Western Waters.

Letter from Flag-Offlcer Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Quartermaster-
General, V. S. Army, forwarding list of officers assigned to the
gunboats.

Cairo, III., January 2, 1862.

General: I forward herewith a list of officers selected for the
twelve gunboats.

It seems necessary to make this assignment of officers even before
the work on boats is completed. The carpenters and engineers, I
trust, will finish their work next week. We are in want of 1,000
men to complete the crews of the respective vessels. If these men
are soon furnished, we can have the gunboats in condition- for service
by the 20th instant.

As you are aware, the Tyler, Lexington, Conestoga, Essex, and St.
Louis are already in commission.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.
Quartermaster-General M. C. Meigs,

Washington, D. C.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Quartermaster Meigs,
U. S. Army, announcing the arrival at St. Louis of tugs and mortar
boats.

Cairo, January 4, 1862.

General : The mortar and tug boats have all arrived at St. Louis
and been assigned to me by Quartermaster Allen. The tugboats are
officered and manned, but in some instances not properly officered.

It is understood that I am to have charge of these boats. The ques-
tion of pay and rations requires to be settled. Will you, therefore,

please inform me if I am to pay them? If so, it seems to me that
the better course will be for the acting paymaster of my own vessel,

the Benton, to enter them upon the books of that gunboat, and we
pay and ration them as we do the crew of the Benton.
As the mortar boats (38 in number) have also arrived, it is neces-

sary that a mortar superintendent should have charge of them, under
my direction. I have appointed Captain Constable for this purpose,
a gentleman whp held a commission as major in the British East
India Company service, and is familiar with the use of mortars, and
comes to us highly recommended. I will pay this officer, whose serv-

ices will be highly valuable if the mortar boats are fitted out, at the
rate of $2,000 per annum.



484 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

I respectfully request instructions in relation to these tugs and

mortar boats, especially the former, as the officers and men are almost

clamorous for their pay and subsistence.

I find a great pressure bearing upon me for exorbitant prices for

freight, and from steamers. I have in one instance, in freight, cut

a bill down $2,000, and another bill of $300, I paid but $100, and
in both cases informed the parties that I should send the bills to the

court of claims at St. Louis, unless the deductions were made, which
was done, the parties regarding that court something like the court

of chancery. I believe that in all* cases the flotilla, m finances, has

been comparatively well managed.
A careful person should have charge of the mortar boats in this

river during the winter seasons, and I have therefore appointed Cap-
tain Constable for the purpose. Also with the view of securing his

valuable services in case the mortar boats are to be equipped.

The tugboats were not in good condition when they were delivered

in St. Louis, and, as you will see by the report of the board of offi-

cers, the mortar boats are far from being in good condition as [to]

their magazines; many of them leak badly and are othepwise defect-

ive ; still, they may be made to answer the object of their construction.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Quartermaster-General M. C. Meigs.

Extract from a letter froTn Theodore Adams to Flag-Officer Foote,
V. S. Navy, dated St. Louis, Mo., January 3, 1862.

I am informed by Captain Wise and Captain Tumley that two
of the last four tugs, since their arrival at Cairo, are disabled and
in a leaking condition.

The tugs, when received here by Major Allen, were in a complete
and finished condition, and since then have been under his control

and in charge of officers under his appointment and pay. They,
with the mortar boats, are no longer under any control of mine, and
I can not, therefore, do anything toward their repair without orders
froni Major Allen or yourself. I will cheerfully do anything either

of you may require at any time, but I can not be responsible lor any
mishap to any of the craft I have built after they have been taken
from my control.

The boats referred to have been ordered to Cairo by direct orders
from General Meigs, and were received here by Major Allen and
taken under his control when they left this city.

Order of Flag-0-fflcer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Shirk, U. S.
Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Lexington, to report, for duty at
Cairo, III.

Cairo, Jnnuary 5, 1862.

Snf: You will proceed immediately with the Lexington under
your command to this place and report yourself to me.

If Lieutenant Commanding Phelps has returned to Paducah, you
will show him this order; otherwise report to General Smith, com-
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mandinff, that you are ordered to Cairo. Inform no persons of
your orders or movements except the above-named officers.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. n. FOOTE,
Flag-Oficer.

Lieutenant Commanding ^as. "W. Shirk, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. 8. Gunboat Lexington, Paducah, Ky.

'W [Telegram.]

St. Louis, January 7, 1862.
Twenty-four carpenters leave on first train. Have been pushing

iron men and machinists all in my power and to some advantage.

, _.^ Jas. B. Eads.
A. H. FooTE.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Gonestoga, regarding a reconnaissance in the Tennessee River.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, January 7, 1862.

Sir: Yesterday I ascended the Tennessee Eiver to the State line,
returning in the night. The water was barely sufficient to float this
boat, drawing 5 feet 4 inches, and in coming down we dragged
heavily in places. The Cumberland is also too low above Eddyvflle.
The rebels are industriously perfecting their means of defense both

at Dover and Fort Henry. At Fort Donelson (near Dover) they
have placed obstructions in the river, 1| miles below their battery,
on the left bank and in the bend where the battery comes in sight.
These obstructions consist of trees chained together and sunk across
the river with the butts upstream, the heads floating near the surface,
and are pointed. Placed as they are reported to be, any attempt
to remove them must be made under a severe fire and where there is

very little room for covering boats. The bend is a very sharp one
and the river not more than 150 yards wide. The battery tipon the
right bank is upon a hill one-half mile back from the river and con-
siderably below the fort upon the left bank. It can be seen, I am
told, but 1 mile. Four weeks since they had four 32s mounted on
the hill, and had a large force of negroes at work. The fire of gun-
boats here would be at a bad angle. On these narrow streams, with
their usually contracted channels, it would appear to me very neces-

sary to have the assistance of mortars in reducing earthworks as

strong and complete as those on the Tennessee and Cumberland have
been made. The forts are placed, especially on the Cumberland,
where no very great range can be had, and they can only be attacked

in one narrow and fixed line. Shot can dismount their guns (all

en barbette), nothing more. Our shell must burst at the moment,
or they pass harmless, while there is little room to regulate distance

nicely. There is no advantage to be gained by moving in circles or

otherwise. Some of the disadvantages of narrow streams would be

partially removed by a high stage of water.
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Fort Henry I have examined, and the work is formidable. Fort
Donelson can only be seen from an easy range of its guns. There
are a thousand rumors, but I conclude that the batteries upon both
sides, their situation, the character and location of the obstructions

may be considered as known. It is now too late to move against

the works on either river, except with a well-appointed and powerful
naval force. Capturing Fort Donelsoft and passing up to Clarks-

ville would alarm the army at Bowling Green, and the capture of the

fortifications there (Clarksville), so as to leave the way open to

Nashville, would complete the demoralization of the rebel army and
cut off its railroad communication. But at this time there is jjo

water in the river.

Lieutenant Commanding Shirk received your order yesterday
morning. I hope it will be in your power to again send the Lexing-
ton here. General Smith does not deem it prudent to leave this place

without a gunboat, on account of the threatened attack by the rebels,

via the Tennessee, with gunboats and land force. I do not think
their boats are ready.

It would be well, besides watching the Cumberland, to make trips

along the Ohio, with time to loiter at such places as Carrsville,

Caseyville, Uniontown, and other points, to break up rebel routes
of communication, and, if the Lexington can be spared, this place
need not be left without a boat.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navt,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Gtjnboat Essex, helow Cairo, Rl., January 7, 1862.

To-day I have been down the Mississippi River within range of
the batteries at Columbus with gunboat Essex, Captain Porter, accom-
panied by the Tyler and Lexington, Captains Walke and Shirk.
Colonel Webster, in the Engineer Corps, accompanied us in the recon-
noiter. One of the submarine batteries, or obstacles, reported, was
found in the river.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ojficer.

Hon. G. Welles.

Report of Fla^-Oificer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding a reconnoissance
in the Mississippi River to Columbus, Ky.

Caibo, III., January 7, 1862.
Sir: I have telegraphed the Department already that to-day I

have made a reconnoissance down the river within the range of the
batteries of Columbus, taking with me the Essex, Captain Porter, the
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Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, and the Tyler, Captain
Walke. Colonel Webster, of the Engineer Corps, also accompanied
us, while a squadron of cavalry, on the Missouri side, proceeded at
the same time toward Belmont.

I ran down within range of the rebel batteries, but the enemy did
not open fire. My object was fully attained in seeing the river down
to the point we clear [ed] of submarine batteries and other obstacles.
I did not consider it policy to open fire on the batteries, as we had
not the force to attempt to carry them, which would have induced
the rebels to claim a victory if we had retired after first opening
upon them. One of their gunboats, which we had driven down the
nver, followed us up on our return. I fired at her and then gave
chase, compelling her to return to Columbus, after an exchange of
two or three shots, one of which was fired from the Columbus bat-
teries when we were some 1,200 or 1,500 yards farther off than we
were when first running down to examine the river.

The object of the reconnoissance was satisfactorily accomplished in
all respects, showing that the rumors of obstacles being in the river,
and dangerous torpedoes, are imfounded, at least until within range
of the rebel batteries.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Phelfa, TJ. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Conestoga.

Cairo, January 8, 1862.

Sir: I send Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, with the gunboat
Lexington, to report to you, and who will act under your directions

for the present.

T am unable to answer your communication received to-day, in

consequence of a severe headache. I wish you to keep me informed,
as you have done, of all information you have about the enemy ; also

your own views are always acceptable.

General Smith has orders in relation to the gunboats, and you
will please call on him for them. If they have not yet reached him,
they will spon. Your vessel and the Lexington will remain ready
for service at a moment's warning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding S. L. Phelps,
Conestoga.

Obey the orders from ^General Smith so far as water and other

things, in your judgment, will admit.
A. H. F.
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Letter from Flag-Ofjicer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Quartermaster Allen,

U. S. Army, regarding the need of a tugboat.

Cairo, January 8, 1862.

Major: The Benton is certainly a very slow boat, from want of

steam power. I am told that Captain [Theodore] Adams is build-

ing a very good tug at a comparatively low price. I should like

her specially for the Benton, as we have now hardly tugs enough
if we fit out the mortar boats. Can you not arrange it so as to let

r.3 have the tugboat in question?

"We would like the tugs plated about the machinery and pilot

houses. Captain Adams says he has iron enough to do this, belong-

ing to the Government.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Major Robert Allen,
Chief Quartermaster, St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Phelps, U. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. Conestoga, regarding proposed expedi-

tion.

Cairo, January 9, 1862.

Sir: You will be cautious in exposing your vessels where it can
well be avoided on the service upon which you are sent, as a larger

force will be sent up the Tennessee River when the object is to attack

the batteries and remove the obstructions in the river. I would now
join you with two heavier gunboats did I not expect to be called in

a different direction.

Demonstrations are sometimes made in war when the object is to

avoid, if it can well be done, a conflict. Greneral Smith will probably
make some further explanation.
You will not communicate to a single person, except Lieutenant

Commanding Shirk, of the Lexington, the place nor the object of
your expedition.

As I informed you yesterday, you will receive more definite instruc-
tions through General Smith, commanding at Paducah.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding S. Ledyaed Phelps,
Commanding Conestoga, Paducah.

Tell your paymasters of the Conestoga and of the Lexington to
make out their requisitions for money with duplicate pay rolls for
all officers and men, and send paymasters down for money and we will
pay them off to January 1, 1862.

A. H. FooTE.
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Report of Flag-Opcer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding proposed cooper-
ative movement in the Tennessee River.

Cairo, January 9, 1862.

Sir : I have received from General Grant, commanding this post,
confidential communications in relation to an expedition of troops
planned by General Halleck.
On consultation with General Grant, I have ordered two gunboats

up the Tennessee River, in charge of Lieutenant Commanding Phelps,
a judicious officer. Also two gunboats will leave this place to-day
for the protection of the transports, which take troops a short dis-

tance down the river. I shall reserve one gunboat to go down the
river with myself to-morrow or next day, in time to join the two other
boats when they move farther down.
Our force being thus divided, the Department will infer that it

will be rather of a demonstrative character than otherwise. I shall

in person, however, accompany and take charge of the gunboats which
go down the Mississippi, remaining here on account of the pressure
of work till the latest moment.
I purpose commissioning the gunboats Cincinnati and Carondelet

to-day and to-morrow, and having the remainder in commission dur-
ing the ensuing week. We have but one-third of a crew (GO men)
for each gunboat, while the carpenters and machinists are still at

work, but they have nearly completed their duties.

I can obtain no authority to prepare the mortar boats. In fact, the

report of the officers ordered by General Halleck upon these boats

has but just been forwarded. I had made arrangements, on the

arrival of General Halleck, to have had the mortar beds made in

fourteen days at St. Louis and to have the mortars sent to.this place

from Pittsburg, but he declined to give authority. I could do nothing
then, as General Meigs informed me that General Halleck had instruc-

tions what course to take relative to these mortar boats. General
Halleck said that he had no instructions, and soon afterwards ordered

the officer I had obtained to attend to the mortars to a company at

or near Tipton, Mo. I intend writing General Meigs to-day on the

subject.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Hon. Gideon Welles, •

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 9, 1862.

Full directions have been given for the movement of troops on the

expedition just fitting out. It will commence this evening by the ad-

vance, under GeneralMcClemand, taking position at Fort Jefferson.

Will you be kind enough to direct such of the gunboats as you may
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think it expedient to send to accompany the transports and occupy a

position for their protection?^
. U. S. Grant,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Commodore Anbrew H. Foote,
Cont,manding Cairo Flotilla.

Order of Flag-Ojficer Foote, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Porter, U. S.

Navy, commanding V. S. S. Essex, to proceed to Fort Jefferson

on convoy duty.
q 1000

Cairo, January 9, l8bz.

Sir: "V^^len the transports leave to-morrow you will proceed with

them, directing Lieutenant Commanding Pauldipg to follow your

motions and convoy the troops down to Fort Jefferson, and there

remain, protecting the troops as you may deem best with your own
gunboats and the St. Louis.

The troops may remain at Fort Jefferson a day or two. By the

time, or soon after, they all have left, I will join you with the gun-

boat Tyler. I want you, therefore, to remain at Fort Jefferson until

I join you in one or two days from your arrival at that point.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Commander W. D. Porter,
Commanding Gunboat Essex.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Porter, V. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. Essex, regarding the removal of ob-

structions in the nver.
Cairo, January 10, 1862.

Sir: In my orders yesterday I omitted to state that you would
confer with the commanding officer of the troops at Fort Jefferson.

As you suggested yesterclRy about removing obstructions in the
river, it might be well for you to prepare one or two trees for that
purpose. I shall join you at Fort Jefferson on Saturday or Sunday
with the Tyler. The troops may leave there before that time.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Commander W. D. Porter,
Commanding Gunboat Essex.

Convoy the transports when they go down about 12.

A. H. F.
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Additional instructions from Flag-OfjlceT Facte, U. S. Navy, to Gom-
mander Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding -oonvoy duty.

Cairo, January 10, 186SS.

Sir : General Grant may send one or two steamers with troops to-

jnorrow farther down the river than Fort Jefferson, so he has just

informed me. In that case you will have one of the gunboats to pre-
cede the transports as they go down, say, to the vicinitv of Island
No. 2.

I will be down on Sunday in the Tyler. In the meantime, keep the
boats near [Island] No. 2, if the troops at Fort Jefferson shall have
left, and there, near [Island] No. 2, await my arrival.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.
Commander W. D. Porter,

Gunboat Essex.

[Telegram.]

Washington, January 10, 1862.

The President desires immediately a full report of the number of

your gunboats, armament, crew, etc., and full particulars relative to

the mortar boats, number in commission, number of mortars mounted,
number of mortars ready to mount, etc., the time of completion of all

boats, etc. Acknowledge receipt of this.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

A. H. FooTE.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 11, 1868.

Tell Captain Constable I want him here immediately.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.

Captain George D. Wise,
Assistant Quartermaster, Gunboat Flotilla, or

Captain A. G. A. Constable,
St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, transmitting detailed report

regarding naval affairs for the information of the President.

Private and confidential.]

Cairo, III., January 11, 1862.

Mt Dear Sir: I send the report herewith which your telegram

of the 10th, but not received till this morning, required for the

President,
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I have endeavored to keep the Department fully informed of our

progress, with all incidental circumstances. I have worked inces-

santly since I have joined or assumed command here. The con-

tractor, in not being up to time, and want of men, has kept the

gunboats from being commissioned. I have had all things in my
power, and over which I had control, ready long since. With refer-

ence to the mortar boats, I only wish that you could see them ;
their

magazines are merely square holes in the timbers banded together

forming the boat, and of course most of them leak. The mortar

boats would require, if all fitted out, about 800 men. There are no

conveniences for living aboard. They will leak more and more.

Some of our best officers have no better opinion of these rafts or

boats than I have ; still this is unofficial. It is my business to let the

Government judge, and I am to obey orders, and while I can not

consider these boats as well adapted to the purposes for which they

were designed, still, as I said to General Meigs, so much has been

expended upon them, they ought not to be cast aside, or words to

that effect, and I certainly would not presume to throw obstacles in

the way of having them fitted, armed, and equipped.

I obtained authority to this effect from General Fremont, but

General Curtis, when he sent for me and asked for my orders and

instructions (which I reported, to show how every brigadier might

interfere with me and by way of illustrating the necessity of the

appointment of a flag-officer), said that General Fremont's orders

were, or would be, now of no avail.. Still, on General Halleck's

arrival, I called on him and said that I had selected Captain Con-

stable, who, with Lieutenant Sanford, under my direction, could

have good mortar beds made in fourteen days in St. Louis, while I

could send Captain Pike, who had been an engineer, appointed by
Fremont, to Pittsburg, to have the mortars there made sent or

shipped here before navigation closed. I asked General Halleck to

allow me to do this, and I would have the mortar boats armed in

twenty days. He declined, as he had no authority, and in a few
days sent Captain Constable to join his company. He was averse to

helping me at all. General Meigs, on referring to him, said that

General Halleck had instructions with reference to gun and mortar
boats, as shown in his letter to me. I left St. Louis under those cir-

cumstances, while afterwards the quartermaster sent down the mor-
tar boats, asking me to receive them. Such is a brief history of

these boats. I have here had no men, nor officers, nor means to attend

to them
;
yet had I supposed that it was the intention of the Depart-

ment for me to fit them out or to move in the matter, I would have
found some way of doing it. But could it hardly be expected of me
to have done differently from what I have done here? I am aware
that an officer in command is considered by the public culpable when
anything is wanting in the department where he is chief, irre-

spective of the question of his right to do it or his power of accom-
plishing it, but I trust you do not and will not consider me at all

derelict in doing just as I have done. I should like, and be greatly
obliged to you for, a reply to this at your early convenience, and let

me know what is expected of me about these mortar boats. I have
to-day telegraphed to Pittsburg to learn how many beds and mortars
are or can be soon ready, and I am ready, as I have ever been, to do
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all that the Department wishes. My report is comparatively incom-
plete, as I had very hastily drawn it up without time to correct it,

when it was reported that our two gunboats which I sent down the
river yesterday, and which I intended to join myself to-morrow, were
in action with the rebel gunboats, and I, of course, went down to look
into the affair.

You will soon and probably, by this time, have seen the report, of
gun, and mortar, and tug boats, of a board ordered by General
Halieck.

I am aware that an oflScer of great resources can overcome almost
insuperable difficulties, but ^way from a navy yard, and with the
means I have at command in this wilderness of naval wants, I must
say that I do not see how, under the circumstances, anyone could
have done more than I have done. I feel, of course, very sadly as I

perceive that the telegram indicates that I have not accomplished
what has been expected of me. But could any officer here, in my
circumstances, have accomplished more?

Respectfully and very truly, yours,

G. V. Fox, Esq.,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

Andrew H. Foote,

I have made every effort to ship men in the West, but have secured

less than 200 in number. The river men enlisted in June, or went
South, and as our pay is $18 per month and their old pay $30, the

remaining men are indisposed to go or ship in the gunboats.

The mortar boats would require, if all were fitted out, about 800

men.
A. H. F.

[Enclosure.]

Caieo, III., January 11, 1862.

Sib: In reply to your telegram of the 10th instant, received this

morning, I have the honor respectfully to make the following report

for the information of the President

:

There are twelve gunboats attached to this flotilla, five of which
number are in commission—two of them at present at Paducah or

in the Tennessee River; two more at Fort Jefferson, in the Missis-

sippi River, a few miles below Cairo, guarding the troops sent yes-

terday to that point ; and one, bearing my flag, ready to move down
the river with me on a demonstration when the troops leave Fort

Jefferson. These boats are named Tyler, Lexington, Conestoga,

Essex, and St. Louis, with their full armament and crews. The re-

maining seven gunboats are not yet fully completed, or out of the

contractor's hands. Most of the work upon them is, however, com-

pleted, and I have made arrangements to place 60 men, with their

officers, already detailed, on board of them during the ensuing week.

The detention of these boats has been caused by the necessity of

changing the steam drums to the top of the boilers, which the trial

of the engines in coming down from St. Louis proved necessary,

as they worked water instead of steam, endangering the engines, as

well as from the carpenters having to prepare pilot houses and com-

pleting other work, not enabling us to put the vessels in commission.

I have, however, placed the guns on board of all the boats, for which
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I have prepared ordnance and other equipments and stores, ready to

fit the vessels out the moment I could obtain possession of them.

Still, had we now the boats in our possession, we are short 1,000 men
to man them, which I have repeatedly reported, but the men have

not been sent us, although General Halleck informed me, on the

27th ultimo, that he would send me 1,100 men, but the "officers

must serve with the men," which would entirely derange the vessels.

I referred this matter to the Navy Department, and have been in-

formed that a Massachusetts regiment would be sent out without

officers. The men have not arrived, and we want now 1,000 more

men immediately, as we have hardly • one-third of a crew for the

remaining seven gunboats to be conmiissioned between this and the

20th instant, and if the 1,000 men arrive in the meantime we shall

be ready for any service at, or five days subsequently to, that date.

Mr. Eads, the contractor, assigns as a reason for the boats not being

completed earlier his want of money and the alterations made;
still, the latter would have been made weeks ago had his work been

completed at the time specified. We have now available^ for the

seven gunboats about being commissioned 589 men, while the five

boats in commission are fully manned, requiring 1,000 more men to

complete the complement for the gunboats. (B.)

In reference to the mortar boats, I had no authority over or direc-

tions in reference to them, until I called on General Fremont, at

Camp Tipton, on the 10th of October, and then obtained from him
full authority to man and equip them, as well as to take charge of

all transports, etc., at my discretion. The mortar boats were then

building. I made a conditional arrangement with Captain Con-
stable, of an Ohio artillery company, to superintend the equipment
of the mortar boats under my direction, and learning that the mortar
beds at Pittsburg would not be finished for two or three months, I
also made arrangements to have the beds made at St. Louis in four-

teen days, while an officer was to proceed to Pittsburg and have the

mortars forwarded.
After General Fremont was suspended. General Curtis, command-

ing the St. Louis district, directed me verbally to suspend any action

on General Fremont's orders. A few days subsequently, on General
Halleck's arrival, I asked him for authority to proceed and have the
mortar beds made and t;he mortars to be sent to St. Louis, as Quarter-
master-General Meigs had referred me to General Halleck, as seen
in the accompanying copy of a letter (A) , who said that he had no
such instructions; and soon after General Halleck took Captain
Constable from me and ordered him to join his company. For these
reasons the mortar boats were not then fitted out, or rather prepara-
tions were not made to place the mortars on board when they reached
this place. (C.)

The mortar boats have been sent here by Quartermaster Allen's
directions from St. Louis, and arrived about the 20th ultimo. I
have received no authority to prepare them for service, but have
referred the matter again to Quartermaster-General Meigs.
A board composed of army and navy officers was ordered by

General Halleck on the 9th ultimo to examine into the condition of
the gun and mortar boats and tugboats. The report of this board
has been made and is now on its way to Washington.
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There are no men available for the mortar boats. These mortar
boats have no accommodations for officers and men, and would re-
quire one large steamer or two small steamers to accompany them
for that purpose.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-OiRcer.

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Subenclosures.]

A.

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAIi's OfFICE,
Washington City, November 15, 1861.

I am instructed to say that General Halleck has instructions in
regard to the gunboats.
The appropriation not being sufficient to complete and equip more

than three altered and seven built gunboats, the Department is em-
barrassed by the action of the commanding general [in the] West in

ordering so many mortar rafts, tugs, and altered boats in addition
to those contracted for by this Department.

All can not be completed without further appropriations, and for
the present at least this Department can not remit money except for

those contracted for under its authority.

Respectfully,

M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster-General.

Captain A. H. Foote, U. S; Nary,
Commanding Gunboats, St. Louis, Mo.

Armament of the gunboats composing the flotilla on the Western rivers,

January, 1862.

Name.
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Extract from a letter addressed to General Halleck, U. 8. Army, dated Cairo,

Decemher 7, 1861.

* * * Will you please have Captain Constable again detailed

for this service; and also permit me to employ with him Captain
Pike, an engineer now at Chicago, Tremont House, who has applied

for this service? Captain Constable, with our ordnance officer.

Lieutenant Sanford, has a plan for mortar beds, which beds might
soon be prepared at St. Louis under the supervision of Captain
Constable, while Captain Pike would proceed to Pittsburg and for-

ward the mortars before navigation closes. We shall want men
certainly, if the mortar boats are to be fitted out, as we are 1,100 men
short for our gunboats proper * * * and as the proposition *I

submitted to you on your arrival, when, as you stated, you were not

authorized to act, and I must confess I had myself some misgivings
about the mortar boats, would, if it had been accepted, at the expira-

tion of fourteen days, as estimated by several officers, have enabled
us, with Captain Constable's and Captain Pike's assistance, to have
the mortar boats and beds now nearly, if not quite, ready for service.*******

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oficer.

tTelegram.]

St. Lotris, January 11., 1862.

Mr. Eads leaves for Cairo to-morrow. He wishes 1,000 bushels
of coal put in the forward coal bunker on the Benton, and the
boats ready for trial on Monday morning.

Geo. D. Wise,
Assistant Quartermaster.

A. H. FooTE.

Letter from M. C. Meigs, jr., to Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, sug-
gesting the use of trees for clearing the rivers of obstructions.

Quartermaster-General's Office;
Washington, January 11, 1862.

Dear Captain: My father writes to me that his mind is full of
a picture of the Mississippi fleet descending that turbid river, pre-
ceded by two or three powerful tugs towing full-branched cotton-
wood trees or oaks, which, by backing the tugs, are made to float
in advance of the tugs and fleets. Branches clear the river and
sweep from the river any torpedoes which would be touched by a
steamer, if any are in the channel.

If they are there such brooms would find them.
Very truly and respectfully, yours,

M. C. Meigs, [Jr.].
Commodore A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Gunboat Flotilla, Cairo, III.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., January 13, 1862.

Your telegram of Friday was received on Saturday and acknowl-
edged. I have sent you by return mail the report required to-day. I
have received a telegram from Colonel [John] Symington, in Pitts-
burg, saying:

Four 13-inch mortars and beds have been sent to New York, and four
mortars and beds will be sent to the same destination by the beginning of next
week. The fabrication of other beds will be continued here with all dispatch.
One more mortar only, I believe, is ready.

We commission three boats on Wednesday. We want men.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Oificer.
G. V. Fox.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Gon-
estoga, regarding expeditions in the Ohio and Tennessee Rivers.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, January 11, 1862.

Sir : Last night I returned from a trip up the Ohio to Caseyville,

Ky., having gone to look after a detachment of men at Rock Quarry,
opposite Carrsville, Ky. This detachment was threatened by attack
from the rebels. We were detained on the 9th by a fog, and on the
10th returned. Before day on the 10th I found a steamer landing
freight at an unusual landing in the shoot of Hurricane Island, Ky.,
and also found another backing out from the landing at Ford's Ferry.
While steamers are licensed to make such landings there is no hope
of stopping smuggling and rebel lines of communications.

I have to-day been up the Tennessee River in the Lexington as far
as Seven Mile Island, to ascertain about the stage of water. If not
navigable, it would have been useless to detach a force from this

post with a view to a demonstration in that direction by water.
There is a small rise since my last trip up, and any of the gunboats
can now navigate the river. The stage of the Cumberland is more
important.
On it lies Nashville.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Rivers, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Mississippi, below Cairo, January 11, 1862.

Sir: Yesterday, as reported to the Department, I sent Captain
Porter, with the Essex, and Lieutenant Commanding Paulding, with
the St. Louis, down the river to protect the advance brigade under

N w B—voi, 22 32



498 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

General McClernand, and also have sent two other gunboats up the

Tennessee River. This morning three rebel gunboats came up from

Columbus and opened the attack on the Essex and St. Louis at long

range, and for twenty minutes the fire was very brisk between the five

boats engaged, when the rebel boats retreated, but a running fire was

continuea for an hour until the rebel boats were driven behind their

batteries at Columbus. Captain Porter believes that one of the rebel

boats was disabled.
A. H. FooTE,

Flay-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Flag-Ofjlcer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding engagement with
Confederate gunboats from C<Humbus, Ky.

Cairo, III., January 12, 1862.

Sir: I sent a telegram to the Department yesterday, a copy of

which is enclosed.

I had given Commander Porter instructions to keep near and pro-

tect the advanced brigade of General McClernand and there remain
until I should join him with the Tyler to-day or to-mo^'row; but

early yesterday morning the rebel gunboats coming up from Colum-
bus and opening upon our boats, brought on the little engagement
which resulted in the rebel boats rapidly retreating under their bat-

teries at Columbus. As we were getting stores, etc., aboard the re-

maining gunboats, preparatory to putting them into commission, I
necessarily spend all my time in looking after these boats, which is

not required in looking after our interests down the river.

We are now in immediate want of a thousand men for the gun-
boats. In the meantime I am getting the boats into the middfe of
the river, and putting their ordnance and other equipments and stores

on board, and, by the 20th instant, expect to have all the gunboats in
commission, although with but one-third of a crew to each boat. I
trust that this deficiency will be supplied by men from the East
before the 20th instant.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foots,

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Flag-Officer.

[Telegram.]

(Received January 12, 1862.)

Have you received my telegram of Friday last ?

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, Cairo, III.
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Report of Flag-Offtcer Foote, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of
Commander Porter, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Essex,
regarding engagement with three Confederate gunboats from
Columbus, Ky.

Cairo, January 13, 1862.

Sir : I forward a report from Commander Porter. The rebel gun-
boat shells all fell short of our boats, while our shells reached and
ranged beyond their boats, showing the greater range of our guns.
But the escape of the rebels showed the greater speed of their foats.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. GtJNBOAT Essex,
Fort Jefferson, January 13, 1862.

Sir: On the morning of the 11th General McClernand sent on
board this vessel and informed me the enemy were moving up the
river from Columbus with several vessels, towing up a battery. I
immediately signaled Lieutenant Commanding Paulding, of the St.

Louis, to get underway and prepare for action. A very thick fog
coming on, we were compelled to steam slowly down the river, but
about 10 o'clock, or a little after, it rose and showed us a large
steamer at the -head of Lucas Bend. We heard her whistle the
moment we were seen by them. Shortly after whistling she was
joined by another large and a small steamer. We pursued our course

steadily down the river, and, when within long range, the large

steamer fired a heavy shell gun, which struck the sand bar between
us and ricochetted within about 200 yards of this vessel and burst.

We at this time did not return the fire, but continued our course

down, in order to near the vessel. By this time the large steamer
was joined by her consorts, and they opened a brisk fire upon us.

I now hailed Lieutenant Commanding Paulding and directed him
to try one of his rifle cannon. He instantly fired and sent his shot

completely over the enemy. I then opened from my bow guns, and
the action became brisk on both sides for about twenty minutes, the

enemy firing by broadsides. At the end of this time the enemy
hauled oflF and stood down the river, rounding to occasionally and
giving us broadsides. This running fight continued until he reached

the shelter of his batteries on the Iron Bank, above Columbus. We
continued the action and drove him behind their batteries in a crip-

pled condition, as we could distinctly see our shell explode on his

decks. The action lasted over an hour, and terminated, as I think,

in a complete defeat of the enemy's boats, superior in size and num-
ber of guns to the Essex and St. Louis. On the 12th General Mc-
Clernand requested me to make a reconnoissance toward the Iron

Bank. I did so, and offered the enemy battle by firing a round shot

at their battery, but they did not respond, nor did I see anything of

their boats. I have since been informed through the general that

the boats of the enemy were completely disabled, and the panic
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became so great at the Iron Bank that the gunners deserted their

guns.
The fire of the St. Louis was precise and the shot told well. The

officers and men of this vessel behaved with firmness, Mr. Riley, the

first master, carrying out all my orders strictly, while the officers of

the gun divisions, Messrs. Laning and Ferry, paid particular atten-

tion to the pointing of their respective guns. Mr. Britton, mv aid,

paid all attention to my orders and conveyed them correctly and with

alacrity. In fact, aU the officers and men on board behaved like

veterans.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. D. Porter,
Commander.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Prichett, U. S.

Navy, to assume temporary coTnmand of the V. S. S. Cairo.

Cairo, January 13, 1862.

Sir : You will take charge temporarily of the steam, gunboat Cairo,

and personally attend to receiving and storing her ordnance and
other equipment and stores, preparatory to putting her in commis-
sion on Wednesday.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foots,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Prichett.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Paulding,
U. S. Navy, regarding unnecessary expenditure of ammunition.

Cairo, January 15, 1862.

Sir: I must enjoin you to save your ammunition. No gun must
be fired, without your order, in circumstances like those of yesterday.

You will be particular in noting the range of the first shot, its

height and distance. I was surprised yesterday, at Columbus, to

see three or four of your shells bursting at such an elevation. The
first shell should have shown the proper elevation of the guns. I
was especially sorry to see the great elevation repeated, as it gave
the enemy a poor idea of our gunnery.

I am aware of your difficulties in a new and undisciplined crew and
officers, but make these criticisms rather as ifidicative of correcting
things in the future.

Save your ammunition and let the first gun show you how to aim
for the second.

I am, respectfully, yours,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding Paulding,
Gunboat St. Louis, Fort Jefferson, [Ky.]

I want you to try your speed with the Benton more.
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Order of Flag-Oificer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, U. S.
Navy, commanding 77. S. S. Garondelet, regarding transfer of
command.

Cairo, January 15, 1862.

Sir : You are hereby detached from the command of the U. S. gun-
boat Tyler and you will assume the command of the U. S. gunboat
Carondelet.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Commander Henry Walke,
Commanding V. S. Gunboat Carondelet, Cairo, III.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lietitenant Phelps, U. S.
Navy, in view of probable assignment to the command of the
V. S. S. Cairo.

Cairo, January 16, 1862.

Sir: I have several times requested of the Department to send offi-

cers junior to you, that you might have command of one of the
armored gunboats. In place of Commanders Winslow and Perry,
Lieutenants Thompson and Gwin have been ordered. This entitles

you to the command of one of the new boats, and I have reserved the
Cairo for you. She is of a light draft of water and promises to be
one of the fastest of the boats. I have ordered Lieutenant Prichett
to her temporarily, who, when you relieve him or assume the com-
mand of the Cairo, I shall order to your vessel, the Conestoga. The
officers and men will remain on board, as in the case of the Tyler and
Lexington.
You will sign and approve all necessary muster and pay rolls and

see that the accounts of the vessel are in such condition that they can
be forwarded to Washington, and to this end you will direct your
acting paymaster to make up his accounts up to 31st December, in-

clusive, and show his balance due to the Government.
You will report to me as soon as convenient, and your accounts are

ready, that I may order you to the Cairo.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding S. L. Phelps,
Gunboat Conestoga.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Porter, U. S.

Navy, commanding V. S. S. Essex, regarding authority for the

movements of the gunboats.

Cairo, January 15, 1862.

Sir : As the troops will probably return here by Monday next, and
General McClernand not oeing near Columbus, unless you see the

gunboats of the rebels, or hear of their being up this side of Colum-
bus, I do not want the boats to go down, unless you first communicate

with me on the subject. I wish to be informed when the boats leave
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their anchorages, as I have stated in General Orders, No. 1, excepting
in extraordinary cases like that of Saturday last, when your action

took place with the gunboats, etc.

When General Grant or General McClernand would like the boats

to perform duty, the senior officer will see that there is a propriety in

his carrying out their wishes, if he deems them practicable, but for

other officers of the Armj wishing to send off the gunboats, I can not
permit it, unless the senior officer, in the emergency of the case, con-

siders there is an immediate call for getting underway without al-

lowing him time to send a tug up, informing me that the boats are

wanted on immediate service.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ojficer.

Commander Wm. D. Porter,
U. S. Gunboat Essex.

[Telegram.]

Caieg, January IG, 1862.

If the flotilla goes down the river, it can hardly carry 100 rounds
ammunition. Shall I purchase or fit up an ammunition steamer for
reserved ammunition, which can be done for $18,000 ?

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs,
Washington, D. G.

Report of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, transmitting copy of letter
to the Quartermaster-General, V. S. Army, and report of board of
officers regarding the trial of the U. S. S. Benton and acceptance
of seven gunboats.

Cairo, January 16, 1862.
Sir: Enclosed are copies of a letter addressed to Quartermaster-

General Meigs, with a report of the officers who yesterday made the
trial trip of the gunboat Benton, and the acceptance of the seven
gunboats built by the contractor, with the officers' certificate.
My letter to the Quartermaster-General, and accompanying papers,

give full information to the Department of the condition of the
' Benton, which, independently of her want of steam power, is the best
gunboat in strength, size, and battery of any boat on the Western
waters.

The seven gunboats built by contract were put in commission
to-day, and we are now placing ordnance, outfits, stores, and all
things on board, and only want men to have them ready for service
by the 20th instant, farthest.
Mr. Eads, the contractor, will be in Washington by the time this

communication reaches the Department.
I have assigned Lieutenant Thompson to the command of the

Pittsburg, in place of Commander Perry, who is still ill and will
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leave this climate as soon as he is able to travel. Lieutenant Com-
manding Phelps has been assigned to the command of the Cairo, in
place of Commander Winslow, detached. The Cairo is temporarily
ni charge of Lieutenant Prichett until Lieutenant Commanding

i! P^
returns from a trip up the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers,

whither he has gone with two of the gunboats.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oiftcer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures.]

Cairo, January 15, 1862.

General : To-day I have had a trial of the Benton to ascertain if
her speed and power were sufficient to enable her to be handled in
the strong current in different parts of the river with her bow down-
stream, and also in turning and maneuvering in action, and I regret
to inform you that her speed did not, in the judgment of Com-
manders Pennock and Stembel, whom I appointed to make this trial,

exceed 2^ knots per hour by the land, in an adverse current of 3
miles, making 5^ miles per 'hour in slack water; while she was so
slow and unwieldy in turning, not being able to back against the
current from want of power in her engines, that these gentlemen
came to the conclusion that she is altogether too deficient in steam
power to be considered at all available as a gunboat without a
heavier engine.

Under these circumstances I do not feel authorized to accept the
Benton until having further directions from you, as the vessel, with
her present engines, could not be handled near the rebel batteries
at all effectively.

The Benton is so strong a boat, well plated, and with so large a
battery, that I concur most heartily with these two gentlemen in

strongly recommending that a new engine and boilers be placed in

her immediately.
The seven gunboats built by contract I have accepted, after an

examination of the vessels and the contract by Commanders Pennock
and Stembel, and commission them to-morrow, although some work
yet remains to be done before they are fully completed. I respect-

fully call your attention to a former letter, in which I requested
instructions about the mortar boats, all of which are here, but their

magazines leak badly, and I learn from Colonel Symington that but
one mortar and no beds are now prepared in Pittsburg, the mortars
and beds which were originally designed for the mortar boats having
been transferred to New York.
The report of Commanders Pennock and Stembel will be for-

warded to-morrow.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs,
Washington, D. C.
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Caiko, January 15, 1862.

We do hereby certify that the work on the seven gunboats, built

by Mr. James B. Eads, the contractor, has been compkted according

to the terms of the contract with the Government, excepting the

time at which they ought to have been finished and delivered at

Cairo.
A. M. Pennock,

CoTnmander.
K. N. Stembel,

Commander.
Jas. R. McGee,

Master Carpenter Gunhoat Flotilla.

Upon the above certificate I have accepted the gunboats from Mr.

Eads, the contractor.
A. H. Foote,

Flag-Ofjicer.

Cairo, January 16, 1862.

Order of Major-General McClellan, U. S. Army, to Major-General
Halleck, TJ. 8. Army, to assume responsibility for supplying defi-

ciencies in the crews of the gunhoat flotilla.

Headquarters of the Ahmy,
Adjutant-General's Office,

Washington, January 17, 1862.

General : I am instructed by the commanding general to acknowl-
edge the receipt of the report of the board of army and navy officers

ordered by you to examine into the condition of the gun, tug, and
mortar boats destined for service in the Western waters.
From the information received from the Navy Department it

appears that the efficiency of a large portion of the flotilla is destroyed
by the want of crews (gunners). Efforts have been made for some
time past to ship the men required, but these efforts have entirely
failed, and at this late hour it becomes necessary to resort to pther
means to utilize the great expense that has been already incurred.
The flotilla, together with the naval officers on duty with it, is

completely under your orders, and it is expected that you will devise
the means of overcoming the obstacles that have presented themselves.
It will be more economical, and it seems quite proper, to use volunteer
troops to supply the deficiencies in the gunners, and it is suggested
that if there is any difficulty from a surplus of officers one remedy
would be to detail a portion of the volunteer officers on other duty,
while a portion of the uninstructed officers hired by the Navy might
also be discharged.

Your early attention is called to this subject, and it is expected that
some means will be devised to render the flotilla efficient at a very
early day. The matter is placed in your hands, and it is thought that
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a full interchange of views between Commodore Foote and yourself
will result in a solution of the difficulty.

Your views as to the best employment of the flotilla are invited.
I am, sir, very respectfully,

L. Thomas,
Adjutant-General.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Commanding Department of Missouri, St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from Major-General Halleck, U. S. Army, to Flag-Officer
Foote, U. S. Navy, making enquiry regarding mortar boats.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, January 17, 1862.

Commander: General McClellan wishes to know if it would be of
much advantage in any expedition up the Tennessee or Cumberland
to have the mortar boats armed. Can they be used with advantage
on such an expedition ?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Cairo.

Report of Commanders Pennoch and Stembel, U. S. Navy, regarding
the trial trip of the U. S. S. Benton.

Cairo, January 17, 1862,

Sir: In accordance with your directions to test the qualities of
the gunboat Benton, built at St. Louis, Mo., by James B. Eads, esq.,

we have the honor to report that we proceeded in the Benton from
this place down the Mississippi River as far as the head of Island

No. 1, a computed distance of 5 miles, which distance she ran in

thirty-nine minutes, having a favorable current estimated at 3 miles

per hour ; returning against the current she made 2^ knots, as deter-

mined by means of a ground log, accurately marked and timed by a
watch. She was repeatedly turned in the river, and was extremely

sluggish in coming round, occupying from eight to twelve minutes in

so doing, with the assistance of backing and going ahead on opposite

wheels, and failed entirely to come around with the use of the wheels
alone, unassisted with the helm. She is also unable to back, even
against the current of the Ohio Eiver, with a full head of steam, say,

145pounds pressure to the square inch.

We are decidedly of the opinion that her machinery is insufficient

to propel the boat in such a manner as to make her an efficient vessel

in action, or even to propel her against the current of the Mississippi
River in many places in an ordinary stage of water.
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We therefore earnestly recommend, in view of the size, strength,

armoring, battery, and the great efficiency in everj' respect except

the motive power of the Benton, that new engines, with new or addi-

tional boilers, be forthwith substituted for those now in use.

Herewith you will please find report of the acting engineer in

chief of the gunboat flotilla.

Your obedient servants,
A. W. Pennock,

Commander.
R. N. Stembel,

Gom,mander.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,

Commanding U. S. Naval Forces on the Western Waters.

[Enclosure.]

Cairo, January 15, 1862.

Sir: I have made a thorough examination of the U. S. gunboat
Benton's machinery and boilers. I give it as my opinion that the

machinery is too small and not sufficiently strong to do the work
that will be required of it on the said boat. The said machinery
having been in use for a number of years, it is liable to break or be

otherwise disabled, and the boilers also being old, having been in use

a number of years. I have had a great deal of work in trying to

stop them from leaking and I have not succeeded yet. It is my
opinion that they would not be safe with more than 130 pounds steam
to the square inch, and they might be disabled with less. The doctor
or pumping engine is not sufficiently large to supply the boilers with
water when generating 130 pounds steam to the square inch. If it

ever became necessary to draw water from the boilers to use through
the hot-water hose in case of an engagement, the pumping engine
would be too small to keep up the supply of water for safety.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

William D. Faulkner,
Acting Engineer in Chief.

Commander A. M. Pennock.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 18, 1868.

Vessels all in commission except the Benton, which wants more
power.
Ask the Secretary to send us even 700 men. We are in pressing

want of them immediately.

A. H. Foote.
Commander Joseph Smith,

Chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks, Washington D. C.
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Refort of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.
Conestoga, regarding cooperative movement in the Tennessee
River. •

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, January 18, 1862.

Sir : The Lexington and this vessel have returned thi^ afternoon
from a cruise on the Tennessee River. We have been for the past
three days carrying out the wishes and instructions of General Smith.
On the 16th Me proceeded up the river, accompanied by the trans-

port steamer Wilson, having on board a force of 500 men, infantry
and artillery, under command of Major [I. C.] Elston, and anchored
for the night near where the Tennessee line strikes the right bank
of the river. A few miles above Paducah the Lexington struck a
rock ana lay upon it over an hour, but was not apparently much
injured.

In the morning (yesterday) we proceeded up to near Fort Henry,
the transport remaining a little below, and shelled the river bank at
a point where all informants have uniformly reported a masked
battery of two rifled guns, but we did not succeed in drawing its fire,

although we approached to abreast the place. We also fired a few
shells at Fort Henry, 2^ miles, too distant for effect. Having com-
plied with General Smith's wish in feigning an attack at early morn
with the whole force in view, we dropped below to Aurora, where the
troops disembarked and marched for Murray. The transport re-

turned downstream, while the two gunboats again returned to the
neighborhood of Fort Henry and remained overnight at anchor
about 3^ miles by water below the fort. The rebels made numbers
of signals in the evening. In the morning we left there, coming
directly down. A charge of slugs was fired yesterday at a group of

officers, and Mr. Hamilton, gunner, was slightly wounded in the neck.

There was a coal barge lying at a landing some 3 miles below Fort
Henry on the Kentucky side, evidently taken there to freight a
quantity of wood thrown down from the banks in readiness, and the
wood could only have been intended for use at the fort. There is no
other market for it there, and no other possible reason could exist

for loading it in boats. I therefore seized the barge, loaded the wood
in, and brought it down. These vessels will use the wood. Their
barge or flat is a very fine one and might be of service at Cairo.

I also cut adrift a small wood boat at the same landing to prevent

its use in transporting supplies to the rebels.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Natal Forces, Western Rivers.
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Personal letter from Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, to Flag-Oficer
Foote, U. S. Nauy, acknowledging assignment to the command of
the U. S. S. Cairo.

Private.] U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,

. Paducah, January 18, 1S62.

Mt Dear Sir: I have received your letter of the 15th instant

and beg leave to thank you warmly for it. The kindly interest it

displays for me personally and professionally is more gratifying

than the information it conveys of my transfer to the Cairo. I do
trust I may continue in my new command to merit your approba-
tion and so to perform my duties as to approve your efforts in

retaining the Cairo for me. There are some accounts to be arranged
which will require but few days, depending upon whether a^anchor
or underway, when I shall be anxious to take the new vessel. It

would be well if this boat could, at that time, have the crew on
board a receiving boat long enough to have the berth deck painted
and repaired. The canvas is much worn and it can not be done
well with the people on board, as there is no " living place " except
that one deck.

It would be very gratifying to me to have my brother, paymaster
of this boat, with me on board the Cairo. I presume no paymaster
has opened accounts on board of her yet.

Your telegraphic dispatch I answered at once. I have borne in
mind your instructions in regard to making any demonstrations or
attacks, and should certainly have corresponded with you before
placing either boat under fire of a work like Fort Henry. Their
guns must outrange ours, and an attack could only result in dis-

aster to such craft as these. We simply carried out the views of
General Smith, and determined to my satisfaction that if they
ever had a masked battery, so often reported by spies, at the foot
of the island below Fort Henry, it has oeen removed. We laid all

night within range of its guns if they were there.

If you should not give the opportunity to repair the berth deck-
ing, could I not still run down to Cairo with the Conestoga when
the transfer of command takes place?

I shall be diligent in preparation to join the new vessel.

I am, respectfully and truly, yours,

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces,. Western Waters, Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant Shirk, V. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Lexing-
ton, regarding the grounding of that vessel in the Tennessee River.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington,
Paducah, Ky., January 18, 1862.

Sir: In going up the Tennessee Eiver on the 16th instant, in com-
pany with the Conestoga, this vessel was run upon a rock by a per-
son who represented himself as a Tennessee River pilot. He had the
wheel at the time the accident occurred. I immecfiately put him off
duty and confined him in double irons.
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I kept him thus confined until the next morning, when, after con-
sultation with Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, and his appearing
to be so downhearted and distressed at the accident, I relieved him.
With the aid of the Conestoga we got the vessel off after a delay

of an hour and ten minutes, and proceeded on our way.
I find that the Lexington is making about an inch and a quarter

of water an hour. This is considerably more than she made before
the accident occurred. This is while she is underway. We have no
bilge pumps connected with the engines. She had them when she
was purchased by the Government, but they were taken out by order,

as I am informed, of Naval Constructor Pook. Two small hand
pumps are the only means we have by which we can keep the bilge

clear of water.
I am of opinion that the Lexington should be taken upon the docks

and her bottom calked. I do not think that any or her timbers
are broken.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Shirk, V. S.

Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lexington, to hold an informal survey
on that vessel.

Cairo, January 19, 1862.

Sir : Your letter of the 18th is received, and I regret the accident

of your striking the rock. It may be, however, necessary for you to

go into dock, and if it is, we can not spare your vessel. I want you
to consult with Lieutenant-Commander Phelps on the subject, and
your carpenters—or, in other words, hold a sort of informal survey,

and if you find no increase of leak, you will report immediately and
remain where you are. If you find the leak increasing, come down
to Mound City at once, if you can be spared by Captain Phelps, as

I have directed Mr. Hamilton to be ready to haul your boat up on

the ways to-morrow evening or the day following—Tuesday.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer..

Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Shirk.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, for repairs to the V. S. S.

Lexington.

Cairo, January 19, 1862.

Mr. Hamilton will be pleased to have the gunboat Lexington

hauled up on the ways and the leak caused by striking a rock in the

Tennessee Eiver stopped, and calk the butts and repair necessary

damages. I want the services of the boat as soon as possible.
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I will write to-morrow evening for the Lexington, and presume
that she will be at Mound City to-morrow evening or next morning.

Respectfully,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Mr. Hamilton,
Mound City, [/K.]

Order of Flag-Ofjicer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Phelps, V. S.

Navy, regarding change of assignment to duty and expressing

commendation.

Cairo, January 20, 1S62.

Sir: I regret to inform you that it will not be in my power at

present to assign you to the command of one of the ironclad steamers,

as Lieutenant Bryant has reported for duty, who is senior to all the

lieutenants in the squadron, and is therefore entitled by his rank to

command the Cairo.

I presume that in a very few months you will be assigned to one of

the armored gunboats, and from your past efficient services as com-
mander of the Conestoga, which has made her the terror of the rebels

bordering on the Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers, I am
exceedingly anxious to place j'ou in command of a boat carrying a
more powerful battery and capable of enduring a heavier fire than
the gunboats built without iron casemates at Cincinnati.

I consider it to be due to your valor and good judgment to express
thus oiBcially my appreciation of your services already in the flotilla,

and trust that before long they may be more substantially rewarded
by your having the command of a larger and more effective boat. In
the meantime I shall continue you, as far as I can, in the important
responsible duty of guarding our interests in the Ohio, Tennessee,
and Cumberland rivers.

When the Lexington is in order, >and your services can be spared
for a short time, I shall be happy to see you here.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding S. L. Phelps,
Commanding Gunboat Conestoga.

Letter from 'the Commandant navy yard, Washington, D. C, to
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography regarding imper-
fect guns sent to the Western Flotilla.

Commandant's Oftice,
U. S. Navy Yard, January 20, 1862.

Sir : I beg leave to call the attention of the Bureau to the fact that
certain IX-mch guns have been sent to the Western Flotilla which
were made for the Navy in 18.55 and rejected for want of strength.
As one of these guns burst as low as 121 fires, it is evident they are

unsafe.
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I am aware that at the time they were sent West, there seemed to be
an immediate need of some ordnance, and it not being possible to pro-
cure any other, there was a justification for the risk mcurred.
But this is no longer the case, and as the gunboats on which these

guns are may be in action before long, I would urge the Bureau to
lose no time in replacing the IX-inch guns sent West with others
which have been fully proved and inspected.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. a. Dahlgren,
Commandant.

Captain A. A. Harwood,
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Porter,
V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Essex, declining to promote
oncers of that vessel.

Cairo, January 21, 1862.

Sir : I have received your letter of the 20th instant, in relation to
the promotion of two of your oflScers for good conduct during your
action with the rebel gunboats.

It is not the custom of the service to make promotions in this man-
ner except for sanguinary actions, where life has been greatly exposed.
The gunboats Lexington and Tyler, which, even witliin close range
of the rebel batteries at Columbus, [Ky.], in the battle of Belmont,
[Mo.], where 1 man was killed and 2 were wounded, yet they had
no officers promoted in consequence. Whereas your vessel was not
within range of the enemy's gunboats, although you made every
effort to secure a close action. Therefore I do not consider, under
these circumstances, that I should be justified in promoting these

officers. At the same time I fully appreciate their readiness, as well

as that of all the officers and men of the Essex, to do their duty, and
no doubt but that they, in close action, would fearlessly show deeds
of great valor.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Commander Wm. D. Porter,
Commanding Gunboat Essex, off Fort Jefferson, \_Ky.~\

Letter from Fl^g-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General
Halleck, U. S. Arm,y, responding to enquiry regarding the mortar
boats.

Cairo, January 21, 1862.

• General: In reply to your note of the I7th instant, this moment
received, referring to the mortar boats being of much advantage in

any expedition up the Tennessee or Cumberland rivers, I have the

honor to state that I do not consider the mortar boats adapted to the
proposed service. I believe that the gunboats would accomplish any
service required there, independently of the mortar boats. And when



512 NAVAL, FOBCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

we take into consideration the strength of the current in these rivers

at this season of the year and forward, the heavy solid timber com-

posing the mortar boats, rendering them so difficult to be towed up

stream, with their being, when armed, so near the surface of the

water, and also from there being at this time neither mortars nor beds

available at Pittsburg, as I am informed by Colonel Symington, I

should judge that it was hot at all feasible to depend upon the mor-

tars for the purpose indicated in your note.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-O-fficer.

Major-General H. W. HatJjECk,

Commanding Army of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S.

Conestoga, stating some advantages of the mortar boats for oper-

ations in the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, January 21, 1862.

Sir: Your telegram of this morning I answered by the simple

expression of opinion that mortar boats could be used to advantage

on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.

So far as respects the towing, I have not had opportunity to ex-

amine the mortar boats and do not know even their draft of water.

I presumed they were designed for towing. They can be taken up
the Tennessee wherever boats can ascend, and can also be taken up
the Cumberland in a good stage of water, not when there is barely

water to float a boat of 5^ feet draft, as the blockades could not then

be passed. This boat, I have no doubt, would tow one or two mortar
boats, as fast as the new boats can run.

1 have roughly sketched both rivers at the points where fortified.

It is pretty certain that the rebels have obstructions and torpedoes

sunk in these streams, upon which they will greatly rely for their

defense. The work at Fort Henry is of considerable extent and
peculiar construction, and apparently ill calculated for defense
against bombshells. The area in proportion to the guns mounted
is extraordinary, and gives a better field than usual for the operation
of mortars. Panther Creek Island is 1 mile in length, and the head
of it IJ miles from the fort. The usual channel is on the left, ascend-
ing, but there is also one on the right, both narrow and crooked, while
above the island the water is of good depth from bank to bank and
my belief is that the mortar boats can be placed along the right chan-
nel and probably near enough the island to be covered by the dense
forest on it, while their distance would be small enough to admit of
nice practice. The mortar boats could be placed in position, under
cover of gunboat fire at considerable range, and their ^ells then fall-

ing in the fort and the broadside guns of the gunboats clearing the
shores on either hand, would disconcert the rebels in the use of their
guns in the fort, in working their galvanic batteries for exploding
torpedoes, etc., and in their defense of the obstructions. The new
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^nboats, to render really the most effective work on earth fortifica-

tions of so complete a description, should be placed in part so as to
dismount the reoel guns—that is, near by, and in getting there, must
take all the chances of torpedoes and obstructions whatever they may
amount to.

Volunteers, behind heavy earthworks, may endure the direct fire

of shells for a lengthened period, but mortar shells falling into their

midst from above, they never will be brought to face outside of
casemates.

I wholly rely upon others for information in regard to the position

of the fort at Dover. I have been to the bend where a boat's length
would have placed us in sight, but their practice has all been pre-

cisely at that point. The fort on the right, ascending, is at the base
of a bluff, where a ravine reaches the river. The battery on the left

is on a hill back from the river. The former is seen 1^ miles and the
latter 1 mile. The mortar boats could be placed under the banks at

moderate ranges, and would be especially useful in clearing the bat-

tery on Jackson's Hill, where the gunboats would fire to great disad-

vantage, the angle being bad. I believe, too, the position of Fort
Donelson"is favorable for the greatest effect of bombshells, both in

and about it. Effective mortar boats must prove the most destructive

adversaries earth forts can have to contend with.

Having been underway this afternoon, when writing is quite im-

possible, I ,am forced to send you but rough outlines of the two forts

and rivers.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commianding, V. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

Additional report of Lieutenant Phelps, V. S. Navy, commanding
' U. S. S. Conestoga, regarding the icse of mortar hoats in the

rivers.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, January 21, 1862.

Sm: I had already mailed a letter to you when I received your note

of this morning. I believe that an efficient mortar boat would be

worth a gunboat in the reduction of Fort Henry, but the mortar must

be well worked. The gunboats will fire to great disadvantage, as the

walls are much higher than the guns of the boats. If the shot lodges

in the embankment it does no harm; if it clears the parapet it clears

everything; if it be a shell, the fragments in bursting only reach the

rear of the work. Firing at long range, this might not be so; those

near by must aim to dismount guns and render serving them perilous.

It would be precisely at this point that mortar shells, in leaving no

safety behincl the walls, would render most effective aid in dislodring.

I have never seen mortars used on water. Boats of the kind have

been very successful even in an ocean swell, and should be much more

so in these still waters. If those in Cairo have been constructed of

N w B—^VOL 22 33
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logs, wholy without regard to towing, it will be something of an un-

dertaking to move them, but any obstacle of this kind can be over-

come. The Tennessee and Cumberland have less current than the

Ohio.
'

The mortar boats are probably not absolutely required at either

fort. I have faith to believe that the gunboats can reduce the works
on both rivers; still, I think mortars would render the result more
certain.

After all, their value would much depend on the efficiency of the

officers in charge. Without some experts, the mortars could do little

good.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, V. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

P. S.—I have omitted to mention that the two fortifications on the
Cumberland between Dover and Clarksville, as reported, are on bluffs,

one about 100 feet elevation and the other half as much. *At both
those points there are obstructions in the river. There is still another
battery and obstruction between Clarksville and Nashville, 27 miles
below the latter place. Those below the former are one below Red
River, IJ miles below Clarksville; and one 20 miles below, at the
Checkered House Shoals. There is likely to be plenty of work
for mortar boats along the river. I question about the battery on
Jackson's Hill, below Dover ; it would be bad engineering ; still, it

has been reported by various persons.
The Cumberland is now very high.

S. L. Phelps.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Hal-
leck, U. S. Army, regarding the use of mortar boats in Cumberland^
and Tennessee rivers.

Cairo, January 22, 1862.

General: This morning I have received, and enclose herewith, a
letter * from Lieutenant Phelps, who has been stationed at Paducah,
and has frequently run up the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.
Lieutenant Phelps assigns good reasons why the mortar boats might

be available up the rivers, provided they could there be placed in
efficient condition. Still, the difficulty of towing boats of flieir con-
struction against the strong current, and for other reasons assignedm my note to you of yesterday's date, I do not consider it feasible to
attempt to take the mortar boats up these rivers.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,

^ , ^^ ^
'

Flag-Officer.
General H. W. Hallzck,

Commanding Army of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

* See preceding report.
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Re-port of Flag-Offlcer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the urgent need
of men for the gunboats, and the lack of steam power in the U. S. S.
Benton.

Cairo, January 22, 1862.

Sir : I have sent the Department this day a telegram, of which the
following is a copy:

The seven contract gunboats are in commission and will be ready for service
wlien manned. We will endeavor to make these boats efficient with 600 men.
These are wanted immediately. Will you send them?

It is extremely painful to me to find myself unable, with all my
efforts, to ship men at Chicago, Milwaukee, Cincinnati, and Cleve-
land, together with Commander Carter's attempt to ship men on the
lakes, to obtain crews for the gunboats. I have sent 60 men aboard
of each gunboat, making a deficiency of 120 men in each vessel. How
these vessels are to be manned unless men are sent us from the East
I can not imagine. General Grant, the commanding general here, has
issued a proclamation authorizing men to ship from the different

regiments, who have been river or seafaring men, but thus far very
few have offered, as their officers are opposed to reducing their com-
panies. It is the general impression that we shall obtain but very
few good men from the Army. I earnestly entreat the Department,
therefore, to send us at least 600 good men immediately, as I can not
believe that this number could, at any other point, be so much needed
as in this flotilla, which is now waiting for men to move against

Columbus or any point where it may be ordered.

I have informed the Department of the want of steam power in

the Benton, and am waiting the decision of the War Department
about her engines. I had frequently, previously to the trial, ex-

pressed my apprehensions to Mr. Eads, the contractor, that the Ben-
ton wanted more powerful engines, but as the arrangements were all

made and the boat was building, or rather being converted into a

gunboat by order of General Fremont when I arrived at St. Louis,

no change in her engines was made. In all other respects the Ben-
ton is greatly superior to any gunboat I have ever seen. The report

of the officers, with a copy of the letter to Quartermaster-General
Meigs, has been forwarded to the Navy Department.

I have the honor to be, very respectfally, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., January 22, 1862.

The seven contract gunboats are in commission and will be ready
for service when manned. We will endeavor to make these boats

efficient with 600 men. These are wanted immediately. Will you
send them ? Please telegraph reply.

A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.
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[Telegram. ]

Navy Department, January 23, 1862.

Orders have gone to General Halleck to provide men. Copy sent

to you yesterday. The ships on the Atlantic are waiting for men.
Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Commanding Naval Expedition, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

January 23, [1862]—5 .•/5 p. m.

The President directs me to inform you that he wishes the rafts

and mortars and all their appointments to be got ready at the earliest

possible moment.
He also desires to know what can be done here to advance the work

;

what is lacking with you and what is being done at Pittsburg so far
as you know.
The President further directs that a daily telegraph be sent to

me for his perusal, stating the progress or lack of progress in the
mortar business.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy,
Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 23, 1862.

Telegram of the 23d received last evening. I have sent an
officer to Pittsburg to ascertain the condition of the mortar and
mortar beds and to hurry their completion. My last dispatch from
Pittsburg states that but tone is ready. The officer gone to Pitts-
burg will stop at Cincinnati on his return to make arrangements
for men and powder. I have enclosed to you a copy of instructions
to the officer gone to Pittsburg, also a copy of my letter to Colonel
Symington.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Henry A. Wise, U. S. Navy,
Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, Washington, D. C.



KAVAIi FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 517

Letter from, Flag-0-fJicer Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Quartermaster-
General U. S. Army, introducing Quartermaster Baxter, U. S.
Army, from Cairo, III.

Cairo, January 23, 1862.

General.: The quartermaster at this post, Captain Baxter, leaves
for Washington to-morrow morning. 1 take the liberty of giving
him this note of introduction, remarking that the army creditors

here are exceedingly clamorous, as they have been without pay from
the Government, in many instances, for six months.
The captain has made a good impression here, and I have told

him that you would do all m your power for his relief consistent

with the interests of the service, judging you from your uniform
kindness and readiness to help us in the flotilla.

We are waiting for men. The Secretary this instant informs me
that General Halleck has been directed to send them. I warned Mr.
Eads that the Benton's engine would not be of sufficient power.
Still we can make a kind of floating battery of her, if you will not put
new engines in her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully and truly, yours,

A. H. FooTE.
General Meigs.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 23, 1862.

Can we have 600 men? Army officers object to their men ship-

ping. Boats, except the Benton, are in commission waiting for men.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Lieutenant Wise, U. S. Navy, to Flag-Officer Foote,

V. S. Navy, regarding means for testing the rejected guns sent to

the flotilla.

Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography,
Navy Department,

Washington City, January 23, 1862.

My Dear Foote : You will see by the enclosed correspondence Avhat

is contemplated in the matters of IX-inch guns for your flotilla;

but in addition to official papers, I shall tell you more.

In the first place, Hitchcock was strongly 'n favor of the Bureau

accepting the rejected guns, but Dahlgren, at the time, objected on

a point of professional pride, in which he was quite right, because,

in the advancement of his system, he did not wish to leave a possible

risk by which the reputation of his guns might puffer. So far as I

can judge, from all sides, I think the guns will stand any work that

they reasonably can be put to, but I wish you to bear in mind, in

case the new guns do not arrive in time, that it would not be advisable

to always fire the same pieces—that is to say, the end batteries, but

shift them after every twenty or thirty rounds.
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To aid you in ascertaining the strength of the guns after fire, I

have ordered expressed to you implements for taking impressions of

the interior vents. Use a composition of wax and tallow sprinkled

with finely powdered charcoal, and only when the impression shows

a wavy crack like this,* fore and aft the chamber, does a shell gun

begin to show signs of weakness. This indication you may rely upon,

and I question much if you ever do see it.

You will remark by the Bureau letter to MuUany that he is to

send the new IX-inch, one by one, as fast as they are ready, and I

think you will get about six a week. I hope, my friend, that what

has been done will not disturb your calculations or delay your opera-

tions one minute, as I am only anxious for your success under any

and all circumstances.

The President was here yesterday, very much put out at the delay

of the war office in not sooner dispatching the mortars to Cairo, and

he directed me to take the business in hand and "put it through,"

which I did like a flash, and before this reaches you those mortars

will be down upon you.

The moment your telegram came last night. Fox replied, and or-

dered the men you require.

I write, as usual, in haste and up to my eyes in work, but as ever,

Faithfully, your friend,

H. A. Wise.

More smooth howitzers are going for your fleet.

Order of Flag-Ofjicer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Captain Constable, super-

intending mortar boats, to proceed to .Pittsburg and Cincinnati on
special duty.

Cairo, January 23, 1862.

Sir: You will proceed to Pittsburg without delay and call on
Colonel Symington, TJ. S. Army, and ascertain from him the number
of mortars and beds ready to be sent here, and when others will be
finished ready to send us for the mortar boats. You will also visit

the foundry and call upon all persons connected with the preparation
of the mortars and beds and appliances. You will make arrange-
ments to have the mortars charged and plugged, but not fused.

You will leave Pittsburg as soon as the object of your visit is

accomplished, and on your return stop at Cincinnati and ascertain

at what time the powder required for the mortars in cylinders can
be made ready for us. Ascertain if men with sweeps can be pro-
cured, and others to man the boats, and at what time.

Having performed this duty, you will, as soon as possible, return
and report yourself to me.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Captain Constable,
Master Superintendent Mortar Boats, Cairo.

See next page.
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Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Colonel Symington,,
U. S. Army, introducing Captain Constable, superintending mortar
boats at Cairo, III.

Caiko, January 23, 1862.

Colonel : This note will be handed to you by Captain Constable,
acting: as master superintendent of the mortar boats, who, by my
directions, visits Pittsburg for the purpose of ascertaining the num-
ber of mortars and beds ready for the flotilla, and when they and the
others will be ready to be sent to this place, Cairo.
The President wishes to have the mortar beds prepared with all

possible dispatch, and I thus send to Pittsburg, requesting of you to
furnish this information, and to give Captain Constable any other
information relating to this matter in your power. Will you do me
the favor to further this object by introducing Captain Constable
to other parties concerned in the mortars and mortar beds, etc.?

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Colonel Symington,
Allegheny Arsenal, Pittsburg, Pa.

Letter from Chief of Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, to

Commander Mullany, U. S. Navy, to expedite the forwarding of
guns from Pittsburg to Cairo.

Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography,
Navy Department,

Washington City, January 23, 1862.

Snt: You were telegraphed on the 21st instant not to send more
IX-inch guns to New York until further orders, and to get ready
with all possible dispatch sixteen of the same class for a special

purpose.
2. The Bureau now informs you that the sixteen guns are intended

for the gunboat flotilla at Cairo, and you will please forward the

guns by the quickest means of transportation, one by one, as fast as

they can be delivered.

3. You will please inform the Fort Pitt Founders that the Bureau
especially and urgently requests that every possible exertion may be
made to expedite the work for the purpose indicated at the earliest

practicable moment.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew A. Harwood,
Chief of Bureau.

Commander J. R. M. Mullany, U. S. Navy,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance, Pittsburg.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., January 24-, 1S62.

Shall I receive the Benton? "We can raise her wheel 18 inches and

increase her rudder at the surface of the water, which it is believed

would improve her speed and working. The expense probably

would not exceed $2,000 and the work to be done in less than three

weeks. Please telegraph reply immediately.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag'Officer.
Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs,

Quartermaster-General, Washington, D. G.

Report of Lieutenant Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Lexing-

ton, regarding cooperative expedition in the Tennessee River.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington,
Paducah, January 24, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report

:

On the afternoon of Sunday, the 19th instant, I received orders

from Lieutenant Commanding Phelps to convoy the transport

steamer V. F. Wilson with a cargo of commissary stores to the land-

ing at Aurora, on the Tennessee River.

I left Paducah on the evening of the 19th at 7 o'clock and arrived

at Aurora at 3 : 30 a. m. on the next day. I remained there until noon
of the 21st, when I received a note from Brigadier-General Smith
requesting me to come with the Lexington and Wilson to the point
where the troops were then encamped. I proceeded to Crown Point
Landing (distant about 49 miles from Paducah) and there found
General Smith with his command.
At the request of General Smith I then proceeded up the river for

the purpose of ascertaining the truth of a report that the general

had heard, which was to the effect that Fort Henry had been evacu-
ated. I had not gone farther than 3 miles from the camp before I

discovered the rebel gunboat Dunbar under steam going up the river

and distant about a mile and three-quarters or 2 miles. I immediately
gave chase and dropped a 6-inch shot just astern of her, as she was
rounding an island in the river which hid her from us. As she is a
very fast boat, her speed being equal to one and a half times that
of this vessel, I here lost sight of her.

I proceeded up the river to the foot of the island below the fort,

and then could again see the Dunbar and another steamer at the fort.

While in this position I threw several shell at the place where it had
been reported there was a masked battery (the same spot that was
shelled on Friday last by this vessel and the Conestoga), but could
not elicit any reply. I also dropped a shell in one of the enemy's
camps, with what result I do not know. I remained in sight of the
fort for about half an hour, but heard nothing of it. I did not deem
it prudent, being alone, to go within reach of their guns. I saw a
large number of men about the fort, and having thus accomplished
my object, I returned to the camp and reported the result to General
Smith.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 521

While at Aurora I heard that the Dunbar had been down the river
as far as Birmingham (35 miles from Paducah) on Sunday, and that
she carried two brass pieces. This, and the silence of the reported
masked battery, induced me to believe that she had the same guns
which once composed that battery.
The Dunbar has not yet been altered. She has no bulwarks, and

has still her upper cabin or saloon in its place. She is painted white
and looks like any other river steamboat. The other boat that we
saw at the fort is painted black. We were not able to see how she
was built up. I presume that it was the gunboat Eastport.
On Wednesday, the 22d, General Smith came on board with two

members of his staff and requested me to take him up the river within
sight of the fort. I did so, and threw several shot and shell at it.

One of the shot fell in the water immediately at the foot of the works
and several of the shell burst over them. The enemy fired one shot

at this vessel, which fell short about half a mile. This shot was
from a rifled breech-loading 32-pounder.
We did not see anything of either the Dunbar or Eastport, but in

their places were two stern-wheeled boats, which got underway and
stood up the river upon our approach.
We went up on the starboard side of the island, and inside of 2

miles from the fort. The river is so full at present (and is still ris-

ing) that whenever there is water there is a channel. After we had
drawn the fire from the fort, we returned them one shell, which we
did not see strike, and then returned to the camp.
We remained there at the request of General Smith until the army

left at 8:30 a. m., to-day, when the Gonestoga (that vessel having
arrived at daylight) and the Lexington started for this place, which
we reached at 45 minutes p. m.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces

on the Western Waters, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 25, 1862.

As the mortar boats can have no accommodations for cooking,

sleeping, or carrying provisions, their men must have a steamer for

their accommodation. Shall I purchase or hire a steamer for them?

We may also want this steamer to carry ammunition for mortar

boats, as their magazines leak badly. I telegraphed General Meigs

on the 16th instant for authority; also to purchase and fit up a

steamer to carry reserved ammunition for the gunboats, but have had

no reply. I have made arrangements to get mortars and mortar beds

aboard when they are obtained. A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Henry A. Wise,
Bureaii of Ordnance and Hydrography, Washington, D. C.
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[Telegram.]

Caiho, January %7, 1862.

Nothing yet about mortars from Pittsburg. Telegraphic wires out

of order. Waiting to hear from General Meigs about the Benton.

Time is precious.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Oificer.

Henry A. Wise,
Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrogra'phy, Washington, D. C.

Semiofficial letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Flag-

Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the action of the President in

regard to the mortar boats.

Navy Department, January S7, 18S2.

Dear Sir: I have not answered your letters or telegram, but I have
begged and beseeched the proper department that they should be

attended to. It was on these matters that made me desirous to trans-

fer the whole thing to the Navy and then give you full authority to

do whatever was right or necessary in your judgment. It is impos-
sible for us to shake off from our Department some little blame with
regard to these mortars, for people will never care to investigate the
whole facts.

The President is very much exercised in the matter, and I do not
blame him. He telegraphed to Pittsburg, and they replied that two
beds were ready. I doubt if the history of any war ever furnished
such an exposure. The plan matured and commenced last summer,
the boats built, the gunboats in good condition, the river high, the
time come to make the movement coincide with others, and only two
beds ready. The President has determined to remove Ripley from
the ordnance, and it has shaken his confidence in many others. The
result of the whole matter is a delay and change of programme. Our
twenty mortar vessels have partly sailed and will probably all be
off in the course of ten days. I think their success under Porter will
shame the Army people for their great crime in neglecting these boats.
Halleck seems to take no interest in your part of the expedition, but
I advise him to obey orders about furnishing you with men. Your
daily telegram to Wise goes to the President, who very wisely has
taken this matter into his own hands.

Yours, truly,

G. y. Fox.
Flag-OfRcer A. H. Foote,

Cairo, III.

There are several ships waiting for crews. You can not expect
men from the Navy.
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Semiofficial letter from Lieutenant Wise, U. S. Navy, to Flag-Officer
Foote, U. S. Navy, referring to a conference with the President in
the interest of the flotilla.

BuHEAu OF Ordnance and HruROGnAPHY,
Navy Department,

Washington City, January 27, 1862.

My Dear Foote: I have yours of the 22d and rely upon it that
your services, almost superhuman as they are and have been, are not
only appreciated by me, but by all your friends around us, from the
President down; and let me "add that the mistake of Hitchcock's
naval career has been his declension of your command; and now,
although he is trying hard to get a ship, he will never get one.

With reference to the mortar rafts, Uncle Abe, as you already know,
has gone into that business with a will, making his first demonstra-
tion, entre nous, by pitching General Ripley out of his Ordnance
Bureau. I have told him how the work can be done expeditiously,
and take my word for it, my friend, that the wires have not ceased
vibrating since, nor will they until the thing is done.

Yesterday a. m. came your second telegram, which I immediately
sent to the White House, and in the evening I was with him for two
hours, and Meigs will be instructed to-day to carry out your views
about either buying or chartering a steamer and also with reference

to the suggestions you make for the Benton.
I have carefully studied the plans of the mortar rafts, and quite

agree with you that they will be shaken to pieces by the mortars.
However, the way to decide as to their strength would be to mount a

mortar on one of the staunchest and fire twenty or thirty rounds, and
the result will be conclusive one way or the other.

I send you a paper showing the manner the mortars are arranged
on board Porter's vessels, where they work beautifully, and as your
log boats will be fitted similarly the sketch may prove of interest.

With reference to the men you require. Fox told me they had been
ordered, but since there has been some unexpected hitch, which shall

be cleared up the moment I see the President to-night.

Be certain that I shall do all I can for you, come fair weather or

foul, and I make no doubt, nor ever have, but that the whole thing

will redound to your reputation and honor.

* Hf * * ie * *

Yours, faithfully,

H. A. Wise.

[Telegram.]

January 28, [1862]—2 p. m.

The President authorizes you to make the change you require on

the Benton on the terms you have submitted to General Meigs, if the

work can positively be executed by the 22d of February next.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector of Ordnance.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Cairo, III.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 28, 1862.

Nothing from Pittsburg yet about mortars, as telegraph works

badly.

We only want five of the 9-inch guns, as the remaining eleven guns

are on the battery at St. Louis. Do not send but five guns at Cairo.

Do you mean that Secretary Fox will send us 600 men immediately?

Do get General Meigs to tell me what to do with the Benton. Tele-

graph immediately.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.

H. A. Wise,
Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, Washington, D. C.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Halleck,

U. S. Army, proposing an attack upon Fort Henry.

Caiko, January 28, 1862.

Commanding Gr^nt and myself are of opinion that Fort Henry,
on the Tennessee River, can be carried with four ironclad gunboats
and troops to permanently occupy.
Have you authority to move for that purpose when ready ?

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis, Mo.

[Endorsement.]

The above copy was furnished by Commodore Foote, who requested
me to verify it at the telegraph office. It (the office copy) differs from
the above slightly. As it stands above, with the erasures and inter-
lineations, it comports with the office copy. Commodore Foote
thinks his copy right, as he says he would hardly have addressed you
as " Commanding Grant."

C. C. W.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Halleck,
U. S. Army, proposing an attack upon Fort Henry.

Cairo, January 28, 1862.

General Grant and myself are of the opinion that Fort Henry, on
the Tennessee River, can be carried with four-ironclad gunboats and
troops, and be permanently occupied. Have we your authority to
move for that purpose when ready ?

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Offi.cer.

Major-General Halleck.

Note.—I made the proposition to move on Fort Henry first to
General Grant.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, January S9, 1862.
I have authority to alter the Benton as you suggested. Drive on

night and day and make the doctor engine and raise the shafts and
all necessary repairs required to finish the work as we agreed
upon. It must be done in three weeks certainly. Telegraph reply
immediately.

^ A. H. FooTE.
Charles Smith, Esq.,

Niles Works, Cincinnati, Ohio.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 29, 1862.
Has Captain Constable seen you about mortar and mortar beds?
I have sent him to Pittsburg the number of mortars and mortar

beds ready. Please to let me know if he is there ; also give me infor-
mation when I can have mortars and mortar beds sent here, as we
are waiting for them. The President has ordered me to ascertain
all this from Pittsburg, as he is in a hurry for mortar boats.

A. H. FooTE,
Flacj-Oficer.

Colonel Symington, U. S. Army,
Allegheny Arsenal, Pittsburg, Pa.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, [/anwary] 29', 1862.

I am waiting for General Smith's report on road from Smithland
to Fort Henry. As soon as that is received will give order. . Mean-
time, have everything ready.

H. W. Halueck,
Major-General.

Commodore Foote,
Cairo.

Letter from Flag-Oificer Foote, U.S. Navy, to Major-General Halleck,

U. S. Army, regarding proposed attack upon Fort Henry.

Cairo, January 29, 1862.

General: I have just received your telegram in relation to Fort
Henry and will be ready with four ironclad boats early on Saturday.
Lieutenant Commanding Phelps has been with me for a day or two,
and in consultation with General Grant we have come to the con-

clusion that, as the Tennessee will soon fall, the movement up that
river is desirable early next week (Monday), or, in fact, as soon as

possible.

Four mortars and beds are en route from Pittsburg and more will

soon be forwarded.
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I send Lieutenant Prichett with orders to report to you, agree-

able to your suggestion to General Grant.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTB,
Fl^g-Officer.

Major-General Halleck,
Commanding Army of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

P. S.—The roads are said to be good from Paducah to Fort Henry,

even at this season.
A. H. FooTE.

[Teleg^a^5^]

Cairo, January 29, 1862.

Four mortars and mortar beds are on their way from Pittsburg.

I have ordered copper tanks for powder, and sent an officer to Cin-

cinnati for flatboatmen. A powder agent will come to see me to-

morrow night. Arrangements made to place mortars and beds into

the mortar boats.

Four more smoothbore howitzers are wanted.
A. H. FooTE.

Lieutenant Henry A. Wise,
Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 30, 1862.

(Received 31st.)

It is reported that 11,400 shells for the mortars have been ordered
to be sent here. I presume this is a mistake, as we do not want more
than 3,000 for the thirty-eight mortars; and I doubt whether the
condition of several of the mortar boats, and the width of the river,

will enable us to fit any more than twenty available mortar boats.

I have sent Lieutenant Sanford to Cincinnati to purchase two small
steamers of 1,000 tons each, the price for each not to exceed $15,000,
which will answer our purpose better than one steamer of a larger
size. I have the particular steamers in view, strong and cheap.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Chief oe Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

Washington, January 31—10:45 a. m.
Your telegram of yesterday's date is received, and the President

directs me to say that he approves of your design for the purchase of
two steamers instead of one, and desires you to go ahead.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Ofjicer, Cairo.
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Letter from Lieutenant Wise, TJ. 81 Navy, to Flag-Ofjicer Foote, U. S.
Navy, expressing the approval of the President regarding the
propositions of the latter.

Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography,
Navy Department,

Washington, January 31, 1862.

Sir: Your telegraphic dispatch of yesterday came this a. m., and
I immediately laid it before the President, who directed me to reply,
approving your design for the purchase of two steamers.
With respect to the mortar rafts, and the amount of shells required

for the mortars, the President remarked that he thought it would be
expedient to receive all the mortars and shells sent to Cairo, so as to
be able to meet any probable amount of work that may be demanded;
that he wished you to be sure when you opened fire on Columbus you
would have it in your power " to rain the rebels out " as he desired to
" treat them to a refreshing shower of sulphur and brimstone."
The President added his commendation of the energy you have

displayed in the matters intrusted to your charge.
I am, very respectfuUv, your obedient servant,

H. A. Wise,
Assistant, Bureau Hydrography and Ordnance.

Flag-OfEcer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Gunboat Flotilla, Cairo, III.

Sem,ioificial letter from Lieutenant Wise, U. S. Navy, to Flag-Ofjicer
Foote, TJ. S. Navy, referring to his conference with the President
regarding the flotilla.

Bureau op Okdnance, January 31, 1862.

My Dear Foote : I have given you in the accompanying dispatch
the purport of the President's conversation. He is an evidently
practical man, understands precisely what he wants, and is not turned
aside by anyone when he has his work before him.
He knows and appreciates your past and present arduous services,

and is firmly resolved to afford you every aid in the work in hand.
The additional smooth howitzers you asked for were ordered two

days ago.

Great haste, faithfully yours,

H. A. Wise,
U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 31, 1862.

(Received 9:30 a. m., February 1.)

I will send by mail copy of orders to purchase two steamers.

Please send -1,200 barrels of powder and 10,000 friction primers.

I am apprehensive that the Army will not permit the men, as the

colonels and captains do not readily give their assent. I am shipping
men by " runners at Chicago and elsewhere."
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I can move with four armed " and three other gunboats at any

moment, and am only waiting for men (with the exception of the

Benton) to be ready with all the gunboats.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,

Navy Department.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps^ U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Conestoga, of a preliminary reconnoissance to Fort Henry.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Paducah, January 31, 1862.

Sir: I went up to Fort Henry last night with this boat and the

Lexington, arriving at the island soon after daylight. The river in

good stage, but falling. At the island the water has fallen 3 feet.

In the right channel, and near the foot of the island, are numerous
buoys, evidently marking the location of some kind of explosive

machine or obstruction ; uiese I think we can rake out with our boats.

The Lexington passed up that side of the island a few days since,

and I have no doubt the torpedoes (?) have been placed there since

to prevent the use of that channel. This would argue that the river

above the head of the island is full of such devices. Some prepara-
tion should be made in anticipation of their discovery. The old boats
must use the right channel ascending or be exposed to the ricochet

of every shot fired at the casemate boats. We shall have first to clear
the shore of every defense of these obstructions and then drag them
ouL The vast weight and heavy timber of the new boats will, I
should think, render them in great degree free from injury by such
inventions. I should also suppose that a high stage of water would
injure the destructive effect.

I enquired about the roads along the ridge between the two rivers
and learn that it is hard, but the country hilly.

There is evidently a large force at Fort Henry, and the report
everywhere is that an attack is anticipated by the rebels and that they
are prepared to defend the post at all hazards.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 1, 1862.
I leave early to-morrow with four armored gunboats on an expedi-

tion cooperating with the army. Senior officer will telegraph you
during my absence. Nothing new about the mortars. Twenty-nine
men shipped from regiments yesterday and three to-day.

A. H. Foote.
Lieutenant Henry A. Wise,

Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, Washington, D. C,
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Instrnictions from Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy^ to Oommavder
Kilty, V. S. Navy, regarding his duties as senior officer during
temporary absence of the forriher.

«l^ Caieg, February 1, 1862.

SiH : During my absence you will, as the senior officer, see that all

things here connected with the flotilla have proper attention. Com-
mander Pennock will inform you what orders are unexecuted. My
secretary, S. Henriques, will give you varied information.

It is a momentous object with us to obtain men, and I wish you
to inform the commanding officer of the troops that we must have
all the men we can properly obtain from the Army, else the gunboats
and mortars will be inefficient. Also inform him that you will daily
telegraph about the progress of the mortar boats and the number
of men daily received from the Army.
You will forward with all possible dispatch the fitting out of the

mortar boats by obtaining such things as are necessary for them in
time, so that, when we receive the mortars and their beds, all other
articles to complete their equipment shall be ready. Make a short
telegram daily to Lieutenant Wise.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Commander A. H. Kilty,
CoTnmanding Gunboat Mound City.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bryant, U. S.
Navy, to proceed to duty off Fort Holt, Ey.

Cairo, February 1, 1862.

Sir: You will, without delay, proceed to the anchorage off Fort
Holt, [Ohio Rfver, Ky.], for the protection of this locality from hos-
tile attack.

[A. H. Foote.]
Lieutenant Commanding N. C. Bryant.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Porter, V. S.

Navy, commanding V. S. S. Essex, to proceed to Paducah, Ky.

Cairo, February 1, 1862.

Sir: At 1 o'clock to-morrow morning ;^ou will proceed with the

gunboat Essex under your command (2d instant) to Paducah, Ky.,

and there await my arrival.

I leave for Paducah in the gunboat Tyler at 9 a. m. to-morrow.

You will probably find the three gunboats, which I have ordered

to leave at daylight to-morrow morning, at Paducah.

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote.

Commander Wm. D. Porter,
Commanding Gunboat Essex.

N w B—VOL 22 34
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Order of Flag-OfjUcer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Walke,

V. S. Navy, cojnmanding U. S. S. Garondelet, to proceed to

Paducah, Ey.
iCIaibo, February 1, 1862.

Sib : At daylight to-morrow morning, the 2d instant, you will get

underway with the gunboat Garondelet and proceed directly to Pa-

ducah, Ky. You will leave this place by 6 a. m.

I shall leave in gunboat Tyler at 9 a. m. and join you at Paducah.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.

Commander Hjenbt Walke.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, February 3, 1862.

General Grant is authorized to furnish men for temporary gunboat

duty by detail. Men will be sent from here as soon as collected. Ar-

range with General Grant for temporary crews, so that there may be

no delay.
H. W. Halleck-,

Major-General.

Flag-Officer Foote.

Instructions from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander
Kilty, U. S. Navy, regarding the execution of work at Cairo.

*

Paducah, February 3, 1862.

Sib: I have written to the fleet captain this morning directing

him to inform you that I want certain orders, named in his letter,

at once executed.

You will confer with Commander Pennock and have the Benton's

masts at once shipped, as I presume they are ready to be stepped,

and you will- as soon as possible, put the Benton in commission and
see that everything is ready, so that, before her shaft is raised, she
will be in all respects ready for service. You will also give Com-
mander Pennock and the superintendent of the mortar boats all facili-

ties for having the mortar boats ready when the mortars and mortar
beds reach Cairo, and place the first mortar bed and mortar imme-
diately in the boat, that her capacity to use the mortar may be tested.

You will daily inform Lieutenant Wise, per telegram, of the number
of men that you ship daily; you will also inform General Halleck
of the few men we have, and the necessity of getting more imme-
diately, as, if we do not, that the flotilla will be inefficient for want
of men, and that we must have the men and drill them for several
days before they can safely be taken into action.

You will act in my place during my absence and use your discre-

tion in forwarding the interests of the flotilla, conferring with Fleet
Captain Pennock.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant.

[A. H. Foote],
Flag-Officer.

Commander A. H. Kilty,
Senior Officer of Flotilla, Cairo.
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Order of Flag-Ofjicer Foote, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Porter, V. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Essex, to proceed in company with the
U. JS. S. St. Louis to Pine Bluff, Tennessee River.

Paducah, February 3, 1862.

Sir: You will proceed with the gunboats Essex and St. Louis up
the Tennessee as far as Pine BluflF, a distance of about 65 miles, and
there await my arrival in the Tyler, for the purpose of protecting the
landing of the troops on their arrival at that point.

[A. H. Foote],
Flag-Officer, Comdg. V. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Commander Wm. D. Poriter,

Commanding V. S. Crunboat Essex.

Order of Commander Kilty, U. S. Navy, commanding at Cairo, to

Commander Dove, V. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louisville, to

prepare for the reception of troops on hoard that vessel.

Commandant's Office,
Cairo, February 3, 1862.

Sir: I am instructed by Flag-Officer A. H. Foote to man one of

the gunboats remaining here, in case of necessity, with such force as

can be obtained from the Army, and as the Louisville, under your
command, is nearer completion than either of the others, you will

hold her in readiness for the reception of any troops that may be
suddenly transferred to her. Further instructions will be given you
in the event of such transfer.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Kilty,
Commanding Officer.

Commander B. M. Dove,
Commanding U. S. Gunboat Louisville, Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 3, 1862.

Telegram this day received from Flag-Officer Foote, as follows,

from Paducah

:

Telegraph General Halleck that we want men immediately, as the gunboats

will be inefficient without the men are sent In time to be drilled.

The soldiers volunteer, but can not get the consent of their captains and
colonels.

A. H. Kilty,
Commanding Officer.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis, Mo.
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[Telegram.]

Navt Depaktment, February i, 1862.

The Secretary of War to-day gave directions to detail from several

Massachusetts regiments those soldiers who have been seamen up to

the number of 600. These will be sent to you without arms or officers

in detachments of 100, commencing next Monday.
G. V. Fox,

Assistant Secretary.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Washington, February i, 1862.

Please inform me if a sufficient number of men are likely to be

shipped for the flotiUa, either at Cairo or elsewhere, and if the nega-

tive, what will probably be the number required.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant, Ordnance.

Senior Naval OmcEB.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February i, 1862.

But a small number of men can be procured here or at St. Louis
from the Army. Men volunteer, but their captains and colonels ob-

ject. About 1,000 men are required for the gunboats and 700 for

the mortar boats, 38 in number. We are trying to get men from
Chicago, but, as yet, with little success.

A. H. Kilty,
Commanding Officer.

[CniEr OF Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.']

Letter from Commander Kilty, U. S. Navy, to Major-General
Halleck, U. S. Army, regarding a transfer of men from the Army
to the flotilla.

Cairo, February 4, 1862.

General : Your telegram of the 3d instant is received.
It is my duty to inform you that Flag-Officer Foote's telegram of

the same date, an extract of which was telegraphed to you, had refer-
ence to a permanent transfer of men from the Army to the flotilla.

There is no need of a temporary supply, unless there should be an
attack upon Cairo, in which case I am directed by Flag-Officer Foote
to call upon the commanding officer of this post for a force sufficient
to man, temporarily, the gunboats remaining here.

I am, very respectfuUv, your obedient servant,

A. H. K11.TT,

For Flag-Officer Foote.
Major-General Halleck,

Commanding Army of the West.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTEEN WATEBS. 533

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 5, 1S62.

Will have a mortar mounted and probably tested to-morrow. Ad-
vices of four more mortars and two beds on the road. No implements
arrived, are advised.
Four men shipped to-day.

A. H. Kilty,
Commanding Officer.

Chief of Bubeau of Ohdnance,
Navy Department.

Order of Commander Kilty., V. S. Navy, to Commander Dove, U. S.
Navy, commanding U. S. S. Louisville, to proceed on special duty
to F<yrt Bolt, Ky.

Cairo, February 5, 1862.

Sir : You will proceed forthwith to the anchorage near Fort Holt
with the LauisviUe under your command and take on board the crew
of the Cairo, which vessel you will send immediately to this place
for repairs. You will be guided in your future movements by the
instructions given Lieutenant Commanding Bryant by Flag-Officer

A. H. Foote.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. KiLTT,
Commander, for Flag-Officer Foote.

Commander B. M. Dove,
Commanding Gunboat Louisville, Cairo, III.

Order of Commander Kilty, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bryant,
U. S. Navy, for the temporary transfer of the crew of the U. S. S.

Cairo.

Cairo, February 5, 1862.

Sir : On receipt of this, you will transfer temporarily the crew ol

the Cairo to the Louisville, Commander Dove, retaining only such
men as may be necessary to bring the Cairo to this place for repairs.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Kilty,
Commanding Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding N. C. Bryant,
Commanding V. S. Cfunboat Cairo.
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Order of Flag-Offtcer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Commander Walke,

U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Carondelet, assigning a signal

number to that vessel.

U. S. Flagship Cincinnati, February 5, 1862.

No. two (2) of the present code of signals will be your distin-

guishing number, and will be kept flying by the flagship until you

give evidence of having seen it by hoisting the answering pennant.

The signal will then immediately follow.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ojficer.

Commander Walke,
Carondelet, Present.

[Telegram.]

Caiho, February 6, 1862.

(Received 7th.)

One mortar mounted to-day and no men shipped.

I will test mortar to-morrow. Only four mortar beds here; two
more expected to-morrow.
The work on steamer Benton progressing.

A. H. Kjlty,
Commanding Oficer.

[Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.']

Capture of Fort Henry, Tennessee, February 6, 1862.

Beport of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Havy, regardiner preliminary movement of his

command np the Tennessee River, transmitting copies of orders to command-
ing officers.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Paducah, February 3, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I left Cairo yesterday
with this vessel, having ordered the armored gunboats Essex, Caron-
delet, Cincinnati, and St. Louis to precede me to Paducah, and
arrived here last evening.

To-day I purpose ascending the Tennessee River with the four
new armored boats and the old gunboats Tyler, Conestoga, and Lex-
ington, in convoy of the troops under General Grant, for the pur-
pose of conjointly attacking and occupying Fort Henry and the rail-

road bridge connecting Bowling Green with Columbus.
The transports have not yet arrived, although expected last night

from Cairo, which causes detention, while, in the meantime, unfor-
tunately, the river is falling. I am ready with the seven gunboats
to act offensively whenever the army is in condition to advance, and
have every confidence, under God, that we shall be able to silence

the guns at Fort Henry and its surroundings; notwithstanding, I
have been obliged, for want of men, to take from the five boats
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remaining at Cairo all the men except a sufficient number to man
one eunboat for the protection of that important post.

I have left Commander Kilty as senior officer in charge of the
guns and mortar boats at Cairo, ordering him, with the assistance
of Fleet Captain Pennock, to use every effort in obtaining men and
forwardmg the early equipment of the mortar boats. It is pecul-
iarly unfortunate that we have not been able to obtain men for the
flotilla, as they only are wanting to enable me to have at this moment
eleven full-manned, instead of seven partially manned, gunboats,
ready for efficient operations at any point. The volunteers from the
army to go in the gunboats exceed the number of men required, but
the derangement of companies and regiments, in permitting them to
leave, is the reason assigned for not more than fifty of the number
having been thus far transferred to the flotilla.

I enclose a copy of my orders to the commanders of the gunboats
in anticipation of the attack oti Fort Henry; also a copy of orders
to Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, who will have more especially
charge of the old gunboats and operate in a less exposed condition
than the armored boats.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ofjicer, Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Hon. GroEON Weixes,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

I proceed up the Tennessee early in the morning, and will there
make the Cincinnati my flagship.

A. H. F.

P. S.—Several transports with troops have just arrived.

A. H. F,

[GncloBures.]

Speciai. Orders, | U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
No. 1.

j
Ohio River, February 2, 1862.

The captains of the gunboats, before going into action, will always
see that the hoods covering the gratings of the hatches at the bows
and sterns and elsewhere are taken on, otherwise great injury will

result from the concussion of the guns in firing. The anchors also

must be unstocked if they interfere with the range of the bow guns.
In attacking the fort, the first order of steaming will be observed

;

as, by the vessels being parallel, they will be much less exposed to

the enemy's range than if not in a parallel line, and by moving ahead
or astern, which all the vessels will do by following the motions of
the flagship, it will be difficult for the enemy to get an accurate range
of the gunboats.
Equal distances from one another must be observed by all the ves-

sels in action. The flagship will, of course, open the fire first, and
then others will follow when good sight of the enemy's guns in the

fort can be obtained.

There must be no firing until correct sights can be obtained, as this

would not only be throwing away ammunition, but it would encour-
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age the enemy to see us firing wildly and harmlessly at the fort. The

captains will enforce upon their men the absolute necessity ot ob-

serving this order, and let it be also distinctly impressed upon the

mind of every man firing a gun that, while the first shot mapr be

either of too much elevation or too little, there is no excuse tor a

second wild fire, as the first will indicate the inaccuracy of the aim ot

the gun, which must be elevated or depressed, or trained, as circum-

stances require. Let it be reiterated that random firing is not only

a mere waste of ammunition, but, what is far worse, it encourages

the enemy when he sees shot and shell falling harmlessly about and

beyond him.
. . . . xu

The great object is to dismount the guns in the tort by the accu-

racy of our fire, although a shell in the meantime may occasionally

be thrown in among a body of the enemy's troops. Great caution

will be observed, lest our own troops are mistaken for the enemy.

When the flagship ceases firing, it will be a signal for the other

vessels also to cease, as the ceasing of fire will indicate the surrender,

or the readiness to surrender the fort. As the vessels will all be so

near one another, verbal communication will be had with the com-

mander in chief when it is wanted. The commander in chief has

every confidence in the spirit and valor of ofl&cers and men under his

command, and his only solicitude arises lest the firing should be too

rapid for precision, and that coolness and order, so essential to com-

plete success, should not be observed, and hence he has in this general

order expressed his views, which must be observed by all under his

command.
A. H. FooTE,

Elag-Oificer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Special. Ordees, ) U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
No. 2.

j
Ohio River, February £, 1862.

The division of the three gunboats, not armored, and consequently,

not prepared to encounter at so short a range the batteries of the

fort as the four armored boats; will take a position astern, and, if

practicable, inshore on the right of the main division. Lieutenant
Commanding Phelps, in charge of this division, from his great

experience and successful charge t)f our interest, for most of the time
on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, will, I trust, be enabled to

throw shells into Fort Henry with no greater exposure to his divi-

sion, comparatively, than that of the armored boats, while the main
division, more directly in the face of the fort, attempts to dismount
its guns in close range by a more direct fire. The captains of this

division will also see that "no gun is fired without accurate aim, as

we have no ammunition to throw away, but, what would be far worse,
rapid, random, harmless firing would encourage the enemy to a more

•determined resistance.

Great care must be observed lest our troops should be mistaken for
the enemy. When the main division ceases firing, it will be an indi-

cation that the fort is ready to surrender.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-0-fficer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.



naval forces on western waters. •» 537

Special Orders, | U. S. Gunboat Tyler, ^
No. 3.

j Paducah, February 2, 1862.

Lieutenant-Commanding Phelps will, as soon as the fort shall
have surrendered and upon si^al from the flagship, proceed with
the Gonestoga, Tyler, and Lexington up the river to where the rail-
road bridge crosses, and, if the army shall not already have got
possession, he will destroy so much of the track as will entirely pre-
vent its use by the rebels.

He will then proceed as far up the river as the stage of water will
admit and capture the enemy's gunboats and other vessels which
might prove available to the enemy.

A. H. FooTB,
Flag-Ofjicer, Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

[Telegram.]

U. S. Flag-Steamer Cincinnati,
Off Fort Henry, Tennessee River, February 6, 1862.

(Received 7th.)

The gunboats imder my command, Essex, Commander Porter;
Carondelet, Commander Walke; Cincinnati, Commander Stembel;
St. Louis, Lieutenant Commanding Paulding; Conestoga, Lieuten-
ant Commanding Phelps; Tyler, Lieutenant Commanding Gwin,
and Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, after a severe and
rapid fire of one hour and a quarter, have captured Fort Henry and
have taken General Lloyd Tilghman and his staff, with 60 men, as
prisoners. The surrender to the gunboats was unconditional, as we
kept an open fire upon them until their flag was struck. In half
an hour after the surrender I handed the fort and prisoners over to

General Grant, commanding the army, on his arrival at the fort in
force. The Essex had a shot in her boilers, and after fighting most
effectually for two-thirds of the action was obliged to drop down
the river, as I hear that several of her men were scalded to death,
including the two pilots. She, with the 'other gunboats, officers and
men, fought with the greatest gallantry. The Cincinnati received

31 shots and had 1 man killed and 8 wounded, 2 seriously. The fort,

with 20 guns and 17 mounted, was defended by General Tilghman
with the most determined gallantry. I will write as soon as pos-

sible. I have sent Lieutenant Commanding Phelps and three gun-
boats after the rebel gunboats.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.

Beport of Flag-Offlcer Foote, IT S. Navy.

Cairo, Lx., February -7, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 6th instant, at 12 : 30

p. m., I made an attack on Fort Henry, on the Tennessee River, with
the ironclad gunboats Cincinnati, Commander Stembel; the flagship
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Essex, Commander Porter; Garondelet, Commander Walke, and St.

Louis, Lieutenant Commanding Paulding; also taking with me the

three old gunboats, Conestoga, Lieutenant Commanding Phelps; the

Tyler, Lieutenant Commanding Gwin, and the Lexington, Lieutenant

Commanding Shirk, as a second division, in charge of Lieutenant

Commanding Phelps, which took position astern and inshore of the

armored boats, doing good execution there in the action, while the

armored boats were placed in the first order of steaming, approach-

ing the fort in a parallel line.

The fire was opened at 1,700 yards distant from the fla^hip, which

was followed by the other gunboats and responded to by the fort.

As we approached the fort under slow steaming, till we reached

within 600 yards of the rebel batteries, the fire both from the gun-

boats and fort increased in rapidity and accuracy of range. At
twenty minutes before the rebel flag was struck, the Essex unfortu-

nately received a shot in her boilers, which resulted in the woundmg,
by scalding, of 29 officers and men, including Commander Porter, as

will be seen in the enclosed list of casualties. The Essex then neces-

sarily dropped out of line, astern, entirely disabled and unable to con-

tinue the fight, in which she had so gallantly participated until the

sad catastrophe. The firing continued with unabated rapidity and

effect upon the three gunboats as they continued still to approach the

fort, with their destructive fire, until the rebel flag was hauled down,

after a very severe and closely contested action of one hour and fif-

teen minutes.
A boat containing the adjutant-general and captain of engineers

came alongside after the flag was lowered and reported that General

Lloyd Tilghman, the commander of the fort, wished to communicate
with the fla^-officer, when I dispatched Commander Stembel and
Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, with orders to hoist the American
flag where the secession ensign had been flying, and to inform Gen-
eral Tilghman that I would see him on board the flagship. He
came on board soon after- the Union had been substituted by Com-
mander Stembel for the rebel flag on the fort, and possession taken.

I received the general, his staff, and some 60 or 70 men as prisoners,

and a hospital ship containing 60 invalids, together with the fort and
its effects, mounting twenty guns, mostly of heavy caliber, with bar-

racks and tents capable of accommodating 15,000 men, and sundry
articles, which, as I turned the fort and its effects over to General
Grant, commanding the army, on his arrival in an hour after we
had made the capture, he will be enabled to give the Government a

more correct statement than I am enabled to communicate from the
short time I had possession of the fort.

The plan of attack, so far as the army reaching the rear of the
fort to make a demonstration simultaneously with the navy, was
frustrated by the excessively muddy roads and high stage of water
preventing the arrival of our troops until some time after I had taken
possession of the fort.

On securing the prisoners and making necessary or preliminary
arrangeinents, I dispatched Lieutenant Commanding Phelps with
his division up the Tennessee Eiver, as I had previously directed,

and as wiU be seen inrthe enclosed orders to him to remove the rails

and so far render the bridge incapable of railroad transportation
and communication between Bowling Green and Columbus, and



NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATEBS. 539

afterwards to pursue the rebel gunboats and secure their capture if

possible.

This being accomplished, and the army in possession of the fort,

and my services being indispensable at Cairo, I left Fort Henry in

the evening of the same day with the Cincinnati, Essex and St.

Louis, and arrived here this morning.
The armored gunboats resisted effectually the shot of the enemy

when striking the casemate. The Cincinnati, flagship, received 31
shot ; the Essex, 15 ; the St. Louis, 7 ; and Carondelet, 6 ; killing 1

and wounding 9 in the Cincinnati and killing 1 in the Essex, while
the casualties, in the latter from steam amounted to 28 in number.
The Carondelet and St. Louis met with no casualties.

The steamers were admirably handled by their commanders and
ofiScers, presenting only their bow guns to the enemy to avoid ex-

posure of the vulnerable parts of their vessels. Lieutenant Com-
manding Phelps, with his division, also executed my orders very
effectually, and promptly proceeded up the river in their further
execution after the capture of the fort. In fact, all the officers and
men gallantly performed their duty, and, considering the little ex-

perience they have had imder fire, far more than realized my
expectations.

Fort Henry was defended with the most determined gallantry by
General Tilghman, worthy of a better cause, who, from his own
account, went into the action with eleven guns of heavy caliber

bearing upon our boats, which he fought until seven of the number
were dismounted or otherwise rendered useless.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Report of same date and like tenor to Major-General Halleck.J

[Enclosure.]

U. S. Flag-Steamer Cincinnati, February 6, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that the casualties on board this

vessel during the bombardment of Fort Henry from the effects of

the enemy's fire were : Killed, 1 ; wounded, 9. Total, 10.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. N. Stembel,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces on the Western Waters.
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Report of casualties on the XT. S. S, Essex.

Sir : As Captain Porter is unable to write, he has directed me to

send you a list of killed, wounded, and missing on this vessel.

Name.
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you fired your first gun until he struck. None killed or wounded on
board.

The Carondelet was struck nine or ten times during the engage-
ment by the enemy's shot, as follows: Five times on plating oi the
bow, four of which were within 8 inches of the ports ; one upon the
starboard bow under water; one on the port broadside, cutting the
timbers and planking some 6 feet; one taking away a section of the
port hammock nettings ; one taking away a portion of the port awning
stanchion, and another cutting away the gig's falls.

It is with great pleasure and pride that I nave to state that, during
the action, the oflScers and crew under my command performed their
duties with perfect courage, coolness, and ability, so far as I could
observe; and I have reason to believe, from what I have seen and
heard on shore, that their aim was correct, their shot striking with
terrible eflFect on Fort Henry.
With my most sincere congratulations, I have the honor, sir [to be].

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, •

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Ofiicer A. H. Foote,
GoTnmanding Naval Forces, Western, Waters.

BepoTt of the pilot of the IT. S. S. Carondelet.

U. S. Gunboat Carondelet,

Oif Fort Henry,, February 8, 1862.

Sir: At the request of Captain Walke, I take pleasure in making
a statement to you in relation to the running of our boat, the Caron-
delet, during the action of the 6th instant in bombarding Fort Henry.
The bell lines of our boat had been reversed by the carpenter a few

hours before we went into action, and when I was ordered to go
ahead by Captain Walke, I by mistake rang the wrong bell, which
backed the boat about the half length of herself instead of going
ahead as I desired. As soon as I discovered the mistake, I corrected

it and ran the boat forward as directed.

It was also impossible to guide the boat as I wished on account of

the gunboat St. Louis flanking against us on our port side, we being
too near the flagship on our starboard side to keep away from her.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

Daniei. Weaver,
Pilot.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

KepoTt of lieutenant Shirk, U. S. Kavy, commanding M. S. S. Lexington.

TJ. S. Gunboat Lexington,
Tennessee River, Fehnuiry 6, 1862.

Sir: During the late attack upon Fort Henry there were expended
on board this vessel 37 10-second and 15-second shell. The guns
were served with much precision, the shells in almost every instance

falling and exploding in the fort.
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I am happy to be able to report no casualties, the vessel escaping

unhurt, although during the action the shot of the enemy at tunes

fell very near us.

I can not speak too highly of the spirit and patriotism displayed

by the officers and men of this vessel.

Congratulating you upon the successful termination of the attack

upon the fort by the squadron under your command, and upon your
having once more planted the flag of our Union upon the soil of

Tennessee,
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding U. S. Naval Farces on the Western Waters.

Beport of Tlag-Offlcer Foote, IT. S. Navy, transmitting report of the commanding
officer of the V. S. S. Conestoga.

Cumberland Rfver, February 16, 1862.

Sir: I herewith enclose the report of Lieutenant Commanding
S. L. Phelps, commanding the second division in the attack on Fort
Henry on the 6th instant, which should have been forwarded with my
dispatches communicating to the Department the capture of that fort.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Ofjicer.

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, TT. S. Havy, commanding U. S. S. Conestoga.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Fort Henry, Tenn., Fehruary 6, 1863.

Sir : In conformity with your directions, the division of gunboats
under my command, consisting of the Tyler, Lieutenant Commanding
Gwin ; Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, and this vessel,
in the attack of this morning on this work, took up a position upon
the left bank of the river and opened fire with shells immediately
after your first gun was fired and continued firing till the rebel flag
was hauled down, having succeeded in throwing shells without
firing over your flagship or over the other iron-plated boats in
close contest with the fort. There were fired from this vessel 75
32-pounder shells, 14 12-pounder rifled shells, and 2 round shot. No
injury was done either of the vessels and no casualties occurred,
though we were at times exposed to the ricochet of the close fire upon
your vessel, as well as to the direct fire of a 32-pounder rifled piece
till it burst. The commanders of the Tyler and Lexington handled
their vessels with excellent judgment. I enclose their reports. The
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officers and crew of this vessel displayed coolness and an admirable
spirit in this action.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phjelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. 8. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Xeport of Flagr-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, commendiner the serrices of Lieutenant
Sanford, and transmittins additional list of oasnalties on board the XT. S. S.

Cincinnati.

Cairo, February 9, 1862.

Sir : I deem it to be my duty to the service as well as to Acting
Lieutenant Sanford, the ordnance officer of this flotilla, to state to

you that the efficient condition of the ordnance department in the
gunboats which engaged Fort Henry, considering the want of means
and facilities in this part of the country, merits my highest approval
and satisfaction.

Lieutenant Sanford has worked incessantly against the greatest

difficulties in collecting ordnance and ordnance materials. We went
into the action on the 6th instant with, a most rapid and fatal fire,

while the appointments of the guns, as well as ammunition and every-

thing relating to that most important department, stood the test

admirably, and the only effect upon the battery caused by the fire

of the enemy was in disabling two of the guns in the chase arid one
carriage aboard the flag-steamer Cincinnati. I trust, in consideration

of Lieutenant Sanford's ability and services, that the Department
will be pleased to have him restored to his original date in the service.

Commander Pennock, fleet captain, as well as Lieutenant Sanford,
ordnance officer, applied to go with me into the fight at Fort Henry,
but I could not grant their application, as their services here in my
absence were indispensable.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Oficer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—I forward a statement from Commander Stembel of the

names of killed and wounded during the action of the 6th instant on
board the Cincinnati. This should have been forwarded with the

list of Commander Porter's casualties yesterday.

A. H. F.

/
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[Enclosure.]

TJ. S. Flag-Steamer Cincinnati,
0^ Fort Henry ^ Tennessee River^ February 6, 1862.

Sir : The casualties on board this vessel during the bombardment
of Fort Henry from the effects of the enemy's fire were as follows,

Name. Rank.

Pringlc Caradlce Seaman
William E. Hoel- I First master
O. H. Pratt I Second master..
Wnilam Lakeman I Seaman
George McCormick I do
Michael Dalton I do
Martin Hussey 1 do
Willlard Curtiae > do
Ellsha Avilla— ' do .

I

Casualty.

EUled.
Slightly wounded.
Sorloosly wounded.

Do.
Slightly wounded.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Total, 1 killed and 8 wounded.
All of which is most respectfully submitted.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. N. Stembel,
Commander, U. S. Gunboat Cincinnati.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,.U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. Naval Forces on the Western Waters.

Congrratnlatory letter from Brigadier-General McClemand, TT. S. Army, to Plag-
Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, and announcing change of name of Fort Henry to
Fort Foote.

'

Headquarters 1st Division,
Fort Foote {late Henry), Tenn., February 7, 1862.

Dear Sir: As an acknowledgment of the consummate skill with
which you brought your gunboats into action yesterday, and of the
address and bravery displayed by yourself and your command, I
have taken the liberty of giving the late Fort Henry the new and
more appropriate name of Fort Foote.

Please pardon the liberty I have taken without first securing your
concurrence, as I am hardly disposed to do, considering the liberty
which you took in capturing the fort yesterday without mv co-
operation. •'

Very respectfully, yours, etc.,

John A. McClernand,
Bngadier-General, Commanding First Division.

Commodore A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer, Western Waters.
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Beport of Flag-Officer Foote, TJ. S. Navy, forwarding two Confederate flags.

Cairo, III., February 9, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to forward to the Navy Department two
rebel flags, taken at the capture of Fort Henry, on the Tennessee
River, February 6, 1862, by the forces under my command.
The larger flag was displayed during the action at the flagstaff

in the center of -the fort until hauled down as the signal of surrender
to the squadron.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-0-fficer, Comdg.. TJ. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Information given by a Confederate gnnner who was In Fort Henry during
attack.

Fort Henry, February 8, 1862.

Sir: The following is the information I received from a gunner
of the above fort on the 8th day of February, 1862

:

The center boat, or the boat with the red stripes around the top of her
smokestacks, was the boat which caused the greatest execution. It was one of
her guns which threw a ball against the muzzle of one of our guns, disabling It

for the remainder of the contest. The Garondelet (as I subsequently found her
name to be) at each shot committed more damage than any other boat. She
was the object of our hatred, and many a gun from the fort wa^ leveled at her
stlone. To her I give more credit than any other boat in capturing one of our
strongest places.

I was also informed at Fort Donelson by Captain Morgan, a pris-

oner, that the day previous to the general fight the Garondelet did
more damage than the four boats combined the day succeeding.

Eespectfully, your obedient servants,
* Chas. H. Ca>en,

First Assistant Engineer.
Geo. J. W. Nexsen,
Paymaster, TJ. S. Navy.

H. Walke,
Commanding TJ. S. Gunboat Garondelet.

Order of Plag-Offlccr Poote, TI. S. Navy, to Commander Porter, J5. S. Navy, com-
manding XT. S. S. Essex, regarding the towing of that vessel to Cairo.

Flag-Steamer Cincinnati,

Of Fort Henry, February 6, 1862.

Sir : General Grant has referred a letter to me, addressed by Cap-
tain Graham to him, asking that the Alps may tow your vessel, the

Essex, immediately to Cairo, at your request. This request should

have been made to me as the flag-officer.

N w B—VOL 22 35
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I give you permission to go to Cairo in tow of the Alps, if you

deem it necessary, but as I am going down to-night I wish you to re-

main till this vessel reaches you, as we are so badly cut up I do not

like to go down alone.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-O^cer.

Ck)mmander Wm. D. Porter,
Commanding U. S. Gunboat Essex.

General Order of Flag-Offlcer Foote, V. B. Wavy, commending officers and men of

the flotilla.

General Order.]

The officers and ci^ews of that portion of the gunboat flotilla which
were engaged in the capture of Fort Henry already have had their

brilliant services and gallant conduct formally noticed by the com-
manding general of the Western Army and by the Secretary of the

Navy, conveying the assurance that the President of the United
States, the Congress; and the entire country appreciate their gallant

deeds, and profer to them the profoimd thanks of the Navy Depart-
ment for the services rendered.
In conveying these pleasing proofs that our services are acknowl-

edged by the highest authorities of the Government, you will permit
me to add that, in noticing the good order, coolness, courage, and
efficiency of officers and men in the memorable action between the
gunboats and fort, I shall ever cherish, with the liveliest interest, all

the officers and men who participated in the battle, and in the future
shall, with increased hope and the greatest confidence, depend upon
all officers and men attached to the flotilla in the performance of every
duty, whether in the fight or the laborious work of its preparation.

[A. H. Foote],
Flag-Offieer.

Letter of commendation from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Offlcer
Foote, U. S. Navy.

Navy Department, February S, 1862.

Dear Flag-Oeficer : You are being rewarded for the trials and
sublime patience of the labors you have given to your work, now
crowned with victory. Of yourself we all knew that the hour of
trial for you was but the hour of success. Another fort knocked
over by the Navy is my reward. The victory is very important, as
this stage of the river I presume gives you access even to Nashville
if you take the Cumberland. You will also strengthen this branch
of the service with the great West, where the empire soon will be.
Your telegram came at noon and we sent it immediately to Congress,
where it gave intense satisfaction. Believing that you will carry
our arms to a success wherever your flag can penetrate,

I am, sincerely, yours,

G. V. Fox.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,

Commanding Western Flotilla.
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letter of congratulation from Major-General Halleok, TJ. S. Army, to Elag-Offlcer
Foote; U. S. Navy.

EteADQUARTEES DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,
St. Louis, February 9, 1862.

I have this moment received the official report of your capture of
Fort Henry, and hasten to congratulate you and your command for
your brilliant success.

H. W. Halleck,.
Major-General, Commanding Department.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Cairo.

Letter of congratulation and commendation from the Secretary of the Navy to

Plag-Offlcer Foote, TJ. S. Navy.

Navt Department, February 13, 1862.

Sir: Your letter of the 7th instant, communicating the details of
your great success in the capture of Fort Henry, is just received.

I had previously informed you of the reception of your telegraphic

dispatch announcing the event, which gave the highest satisfaction

to the country.

We liave to-day. the report of Lieutenant Commanding S. L.

Phelps, with the gratifying results of his successful pursuit and cap-

ture and destruction of the rebel steamers, and the dispersion of the

hostile camps as far up the Tennessee River as Florence.

I most cordially and sincerely congratulate you and the officers and
men under your command on these heroic achievements, accom-
plished under extraordinary circumstances and after surmounting
great and almost insuperable difficulties. The labor you have per-

formed and the services you have rendered in creating the armed
flotilla of gunboats on the Western waters, and in bringing together

for effective operation the force which has already earned such

renown, can never be overestimated. The Department has observed

with no ordinary solicitude the armament that has so suddenly been

called into existence, and which, under your well-directed manage-
ment, has been so gloriously effective.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Flag-Officer A. H. FooTe,

Commanding Chmboat Flotilla, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, February 9, 1862.

Your dispatch announcing the capture of Fort Henry by the

squadron under your command has given the highest gratification

to the President, to Congress, and to the country. It was received

and read in both houses of Congress in open session. The country

appreciates your gallant deeds, and this Department desires to con-
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vey to you and your brave associates its profound thanks for the

service you have rendered.
Gideon Welles.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding V. S. Naval Forces, Cairo, III.

Additional report of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, correcting prevlons state-

ments.

Cairo, February 10, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that I received

a letter this morning from" General Lloyd Tilghman, who was cap-

tured at Fort Henry, in which he calls my attention to a statement

in my telegram announcing Fort Henry to have contained seventeen

mortars, and respectfully asks Ae to have this statement corrected.

You will perceive that I did not speak at all of mortars. I made no

allusion to them at all, and the mistake, no doubt, arose at the

printer's office.

I overestimated the number of barracks, tents, etc., no doubt, when
I stated them in my report to be sufficient for the accommodation
of 15,000 men. I am told that they could only have accommodated
about 6,000 men.. I also stated twenty guns to have been in the fort,

supposing that three were there not mounted, and three or five guns
instead of seven were rendered hors de corribat.

I was at Fort Henry but about three hours and not in the fort

at all, hence it is not at all surprising that a few errors should have
crept into my report.

I make this statement cheerfully, as I always want to have matters
represented in accordance with facts; but, in this instance. General
Tilghman fought so gallantly, and his bearing being that of a high-
toned gentleman, my respect for him induces me to make this full

statement. I see nothing in him but admirable points of character,
except his perverted notions about his duties to the Union.

I have the honor to. be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy.

letter from Flag-Offlcer Foote, TI. S. Navy, to General Tilghman, C. S. Army,
transmitting copy of report correcting statements made in previous report to
the Department.

Cairo, February 10, 1862.

Sir: Your note of the 9th instant, referring to my official tele-
gram to the Navy Department, and requesting me to correct an error
where mortars are referred to, has been received.

I have, as you will see by the enclosed letter to the Secretary of
the Navy, stated to him that I did not speak of mortars at all in my
telegram, which was probably by mistake introduced by the printer.
The haste in which my dispatch was prepared, or rather the short

time I remained after the fort surrendered, I find has led me into



NAVAli FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 549

several little errors referred to in my letter to the Secretary. Still,
to show that I intended to represent matters fairly, I did not, either
in my telegrams or report, speak of our four armored boats only hav-
ing, I believe with a single exception, fired or used but the 11-inch bore
guns—tAvo in the Essex and three in the other three boats. I appre-
ciate your high qualities of courage and other characteristics (always
excepting your disunion views and conduct) too highly not to wish to
do you every justice.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-officer.

General Lloyd Tilghman,
Paducah, Ky.

Personal letter of congrratnlation from Lieutenant Wise, XT. S. Navy, to Flag-
Officer Foote, TJ. S. Navy.

Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography,
Navy Department, Wasfdngton City, February 10, 1862:

My Dear Foote : We all went wild over your success, not unmixed
with envy, when the news came of the reduction of Fort Henry.
Uncle Abe was "joyful, and said everything, of the navy boys and
spoke of you—in his plain, sensible appreciation of merit and skill.

You will be, or rather you shall be, made a flag-officer for life, with
all the honors that you have now to deck the title, and so far as I can
say a word, I go for promoting every officer above everybody's head
who stood by you in that fight.

I take the daily telegrams from Cairo to the President the moment
they arrive, and take and transmit his instructions to carry out your
wants in the mortar business immediately.

I send you te-day the plans adopted in Porter's mortar squadron,
which thus far, though no practical tests have been made, answer
admirably, and I think they will under prolonged fire.

In confidence I can tell you that the mode which will be adopted
for reducing the Mississippi forts below New'Orleans will be effected

by the Navy with the powerful batteries of the ships loaded with
canister and shrapnel, at anchor within 200 or 300 yards, hammer
and tongs, until ships or forts are silenced. Then, if you don't get

down first, the blue jackets will paddle up and down the great valley,

and make a name to ring in all time to come.
Goldsborough is even now hard at it at Roanoke Island. He has

been the salvation of.Burnside, and has been detained a fortnight in

getting his almost demoralized and disorganized army in condition

after his disaster off. Hatteras. From the very start I told Burnside
that his idea of getting up a floating camp to bombard forts and to

land soldiers would not succeed ; that he could not make sailors out of

soldiers, though sailors do very good soldiers' work when they are

put to it. The event has shown T was correct in opinion, and now
and in future, as you have done, so has Goldsborough, to lead the van,

knock down the forts, and then turn them over to the army.
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I have been right, too, in my convictions of your success, and not-

withstanding all the difficulties which surround you, I have ever said

you would triumph, and so you have.

I write in the greatest haste, but always faithfully, yours,

H. A. Wise,
V. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Cairo.

Eeport of Flag-Offlcer Foote, TI. S. NaTy, transmitting lists of offtcers attached

to participating vessels.

Cairo, February 11, 1862.

Sib : As the officers behaved so well in the late action resulting in

the capture of Fort Henry. I am disposed to gjratify them by sending

the accompanying list or officers attached to the different boats

engaged in that action.

I leave again to-nirfit with the Louisville, Pittsburg, and St. Louis

for the Cumberland River, to cooperate with the army in the attack

on Fort Donelson. I go reluctantly, as we are very short of men,

and transferring men from vessel to vessel, as we have to do, is having

a very demoralizing effect upon them ; 28 ran off to-day, hearing that

they were again to be sent out of their vessels. I do hope that the

600 men will be sent immediately. I shall do all in my power to

render the gunboats effective in the fight, although they are not

properly manned, but I must go, as General Halleck wishes it. If

we could wait ten days, and I had men, I would go with eight mortar
boats and six armored boats and conquer.

I have the hondt to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
.Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

List of officers of gunboat Gonestoga.—^Lieutenant, commanding,
S. L. Phelps, U. S. Navy ; first master, John A. Duble ; second mas-
ter, Charles P. Noble; third master, Benjamin Sebastian; fourth
master, Richard H. Cutter; pilots, Aaron M. Jordan, William M.
Attenborough ; assistant surgeon, William H. Wilson; acting pay-
master, Alfred Phelps; chief engineer, Thomas Cook; first assistant

engineer, Alexander Magee ; second assistant engineer, Charles Mar-
shall; third assistant engineer, Michael Norton; master's mate,
James Kearney; acting gunner, Henry Hamilton, U. S. Navy; car-

penter, Andrew Woodlock ; armorer, James O'Neil.

List of officers of gunboat Cincinnati.—Commander, R. N. Stembel,

U. S. Navy ; first master, William R. Hoel ; second master, Oscar H.
Pratt; third master, Charles G. Perkins; fourth master, John
Pearce; pilots, R. H. Attenborough, Isaac D. Gaugh; surgeon, John
Ludlow

;
paymaster, Baron Proctor ; chief engineer, William D. Mc-

Farland; first assistant engineer, Samuel H. Lovejoy; second assist-

ant engineer, James Armstrong ; third assistant" engineer, William J.
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Shannon; master's mates, James McB. Stembel, Philip Shell; acting
gunner, John R. Hall, U. S. Navy; carpenter, Thomas B. Gregory;
armorer, Jacob Vittinger.
L^t of oiflcers of gunboat 5'sscaj.—Commander, William D. Porter,

U. S. Navy; first master, Robert K. Riley; second master, James
Lanmg; third master, Theo. P. Ferry: fourth master, George W.
VValker; pilots, James McBride, Marshall H. Ford; surgeon, Thomas
Rice; paymaster, Joseph H. Lewis; chief engineer, Charles M. Blas-
dell; first assistant engineer, R. J. Stearns; second assistant engi-
neer, George D. Simons; third assistant engineer, Jeremiah Wetzel;
master's mate, S. B. Britton; gunner, Matthias B. Snyder; carpen-
ter, Thomas Steel ; armorer, Fletcher.

List of officers of gunboat Lexington.—^Lieutenant, commanding,
James W. Shirk, U. S. Navy; first master, Jacob S. Hurd; second
master, Martin Dunn; third master, James .Fitzpatrick ; fourth
master, Sylvester Pool; pilots, Joseph McCammant, William Ford;
assistant surgeon, George W. Garver; acting paymaster, Augustus
F. Taylor; master's mate, H ;

gunner, Samuel Vroon;
carpenter, Richard Carroll; armorer, Reuben Storey.

List of officers of gunboat Tyler.—^Lieutenant, commanding, Wil-
liam Gwin, IT. S. Navy; first master, Edward Shaw; second master,
Jason Goudy; third master, James Martin; fourth master, Patrick
McCarty

;
pilots, John Sebastian, David A. Hiner; assistant surgeon,

Thomas IL Kearney ; acting paymaster, William B. Coleman ; chief
engineer, Samuel B. Goble; first assistant engineer, D. Edward
Weaver; second assistant engineer, Edward W. Goble; third assist-

ant engineer, Oscar S. Davis ; master's mate, Ferdinand T. Coleman

;

acting gunner, Herman Peters, U. S. Navy; carpenter, Thomas O.
Russell; armorer, Elihu Stephens.

List of officers of gunboat St. Louis.—^Lieutenant, commanding,
Leonard Paulding, U. S. Navy; first master, John V. Johnston;
second master, James Y. Clemson; third master, Charles S. Ken-
drick; fourth master, Alexander Eraser; assistant surgeon, John B.
McDill; acting paymaster, Llewellyn Curry; pilots, Frank A. Riley,

Robert G. Baldwin; chief engineer, William Carswell; first assist-

ant engineer, T. F. Ackerman; second assistant engineer, James L.
Smith; third assistant engineer, John D. Wilcoxsen; master's mates,
Sydney H. McAdam, James P. Paulding; acting gunner, John A.
McDonald, U. S. Navy; carpenter, Robert H. Medill; armorer,
Sypher.

List of officers of gunboat Carondelet.—Commander, Henry
Walke, U. S. Navy; first master, Richard M. Wade; second master,
John Doherty ; third master, Charles C. Gray ; fourth master, Henry
A. Walke; pilots, William Hinton, Daniel Weaver; assistant sur-

geon, James S. McNeeley, acting paymaster, George J. W. Nexsen
(or Nixson) ; chief engineer, William D. Faulkner; fiAt assistant

engineer, Charles H. Caven; second assistant engineer, Samuel S.

Brooks; third assistant engineer, Augustus F. Crowel; master's

mates, Theodore S. Gillmore, Edward E. Brennand; gunner,

Richard Adams; carpenter, Oliver Donaldson; armorer, H. H.
Rhodes.
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[Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February 4, 1862—j^:05 p. m.
(Received 5th.)

Gunboats and' transports in Tennessee River. Enemy landing in

force 5 miles below Fort Henry.
TlLGHMAN.

General Floyd.

[Telegram.]

Bowling Green, February 6, 1862.

Fort Henry has fallen, says Colonel Head, commanding Fort Don-
elson. Bridge over Tennessee destroyed, says telegraph operator.
You had better keep yourself informed of the state of affairs in
Clarksville through General Pillow as you move.
For General Johnston

:

W. W. Mackall.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Floyd.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, February 7, 1862.

Fort Henry fell yesterday. Memphis and Clarksville Railroad
bridge over Tennessee destroyed. Lost all the artillery and stores at
Henry. General Tilghman, Major Gilmer, and about 80 men taken
prisoners; balance of force fell back to Fort Donelson, on Cumber-
land River.

A large increase of force to defend this [State] from Cumberland
Gap to Columbus is an absolute and imperative necessity. If not
successfully defended, the injury is irreparable.

Hon. J. P. Benjamin.
IsHAM G. Harris.

Telegraphic report of Brigadier-Qeneral TUghman, C. S. Army, commanding at
Fort Henry, Tenn.

,FoRT Henry, Tenn., February 7, 1862.
Through the courtesy of Brigadier-General U. S. Grant, command-

ing Federa^l forces, I am permitted to communicate with you in rela-
tion to the result of the action between the fort under my command at
this place and the Federal gunboats on yesterday. At 11 :40 o'clock
on yesterday morning the enemy engaged the fort with seven gun-
boats, mounting fifty-four guns. 1 promptly returned their fire
with eleven guns, bearing on the river. The action was maintained
with great bravery by the force under my command until 1 :50 p. m.,
at which time I had but four guns fit for service. At 1 :55 p. m.,
finding it impossible to maintain the fort, and wishing to spare the
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lives of the gallant men under my command, on consultation with
my officers, I surrendered the fort. Our casualties are small. The
effect of our shot was severely felt by the enemy, whose superior and
overwhelming force alone gave them the advantage.
The surrender of Fort I^nry involved that of Captain Taylor and

Lieutenants Watts and Weller and one other officer of artillery;

Captains [J. A.] Hayden and Miller, of the Engineers; Captains
H. L. Jones and McLaughlin, Quartermaster's Department, and Act-
ing Assistant Adjutant-General McConnico and myself, with some
50 privates and 20 sick, together with all the munitions of war in and
about the fort. I communicate this result with deep regret, but I

feel that I performed my whole duty in the defense of my post.

I take occasion to bear testimony to the gallantry of the officers and
men under my command. They sustained their position with con-

summate bravery as long as there was any hope of success. I also

take great pleasure in acknowledging the courtesy and consideration

shown by Brigadier-General U. S. Grant and Commodore Foote and
the officers under their command.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
Lloyd Tilghmak,

Brigadier-General^ C. S. Army.

Detailed report of Brigadier-General TUghman, C. S. Arm7.

Richmond, Va., August 9, 1862.

General : Enclosed you will please find a copy of my official report

of the bombardment of Fort Henry on February 6, 1862, by the Fed-

eral fleet, together with accompanying papers.

The original of this report was forwarded from Alton, 111., but, not

having reached your office, I have prepared a copy of the same at

the earliest moment practicable sindb my return from Fort Warren,

Mass.
. I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Lloyd Tilghman,
Brigadier-General, G. S. Army, Commanding.

S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, G. S. Army.

[Enclosure.]

February 12, 1862. -

Sir : My communication of the 7th instant, sent from Fort Henry,

having announced the fact of the surrender of that fort to Commo-
dore Foote, of the Federal Navy, on the 6th instant, I have now the

honor to submit the following report of the details of the action, to-

gether with the accompanying papers (marked A and B), containing

a list of officers and men surrendered, together with casualties, etc. :

On Monday, February 3, in company with Major Gilmer, of the

Engineers, I completed the inspection of the main work, as well as

outworks at Fort Heiman, south of the Tennessee Eiver, as far as I

had been able to perfect them, and also the main work, intrenched

camp, and exterior line of rifle pits at Fort Henry. At 10 a. m. on
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that morning (the pickets on both sides of the Tennessee River ex-

tended well in our front, having reported no appearance of the

enemy) I left, in company with Major Gilmer, for Fort Donelson, for

the purpose of inspecting with him the defenses of that place.

Tuesday, the 4th instant, was spent in making a thorough examina-

tion of all the defenses at Fort Donelson. At noon heard heavy fir-

ing at Fort Henry for half an hour. At 4 p. m. a courier reached

me from Colonel Heiman, at Fort Henry, informing me that the

enemy were landing in strong force at Bailey's Ferry, 3 miles below

and on the east bank of the river.

Delaying no longer than was necessary to give all proper orders for

the arrangement of matters at Fort Donelson, I left with an escort of

Tennessee cavalry, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt, for

Fort Henry, accompanied by Major Gilmer, reaching that place at

11 :30 p. m. I soon became satisfied that the enemy were really in

strong force at Bailey's Ferry, with every indication of reinforce-

ments arriving constantly.

Colonel Heiman, of the Tenth Tennessee, commanding, with most

commendable alacrity and good judgment, had thrown forward to the

outworks covering the Dover road two pieces of light artillery, sup-

ported by a detachment from the Fourth Mississippi Regiment, under

command of Captain W. C. R«d. Scouting parties of cavalry, oper-

ating on both sides of the river, had been pushed forward to within

a very short distance of the enemy's lines. Without a moment's de-

lay, after reaching the fort, I proceeded to arrange the available force

to meet whatever contingency might arise. The First brigade, under

Colonel Heiman, was composed of the Tenth Tennessee, Lieutenant

Colonel MacGavock, commanding; the Twenty-seventh Alabama,
under Colonel Hughes; the Forty-eighth Tennessee, under Colonel

Voorhies; light battery of four pieces, commanded by Captain Cul-

bertson ; and the Tennessee Battalion of Cavalry, under Lieutenant-

Colonel Gantt. Total officers and men, 1,444.

The Second Brigade, Colonel Joseph Drake, Fourth Missis-

sippi Regiment, commanding, Was composed of the Fourth Missis-

sippi, under Major Adaire; the Fifteenth Arkansas, Colonel Gee ; the

Fifty-first Tennessee, Colonel Browder; Alabama Battalion, Major
Garvin ; light battery of three pieces, under Captain Crain ; the Ala-
bama Battalion of Cavalry; Captain Milner's company of cavalry,

with Captain Padgett's spy company, and a detachment of rangers,

under Acting Captain Melton. Total officers and men, .1,215.

The heavy artillery under command of Captain Taylor, number-
ing 75 men, were placed at the guns in Fort Henry. As indicated
sometime since to the general commanding the Department, I found it

impossible to hold the commanding ground south of the Tennessee
River with the small force of badly armed men at my command, and,
notwithstanding the fact that all my defenses were commanded by the

high ground on which I had commenced the construction of Fort
Heiman, I deemed it proper to trust to the fact that the extremely
bad roads leading to that point would prevent the movement of
heavy guns by the enemy, by which I might be annoyed, and, leaving
the Alabama Battalion of Cavalry and Captain Padgett's spy
company on the western bank of the river, transferred the force
encamped on that side to the opposite bank.
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At the time of receivinff the first intimation of the approach of
the enemy, the Forty-eighth and Fifty-first Tennessee regiments hav-
ing only just reported, were encamped at Danville and at the mouth
of Sandy, and had to be moved from 5 to 20 miles in order to reach
Fort Henry.
This movement, together with the transfer of the Twenty-seventh

Alabama and Fifteenth Arkansas regiments from Fort Heiman
across the river, was all perfected by 5 a. m. on the morning of the
5th. Early on the morning of the 5th the enemy were plainly to be
seen at Bailey's Ferry, 3 miles below. The large number of heavy
transports reported by our scouts gave evidence of the fact that the
enemy was there in force even at that time, and the arrival every
hour of additional boats showed conclusively that I should be en-

gaged with a heavy force by land, while the presence of seven gun-
boats, mounting fifty-four guns, indicated plainly that a joint attack
was contemplated by land and water. On leaving Fort Donelson I
ordered Colonel Head to hold his own and Colonel Sugg's regiments,
Tennessee volunteersj with two pieces of artillery, ready to move at a
moment's warning with three day's cooked rations, and without camp
equipage or wagon train of any kind, except enough to carry the

surplus ammunition.
On the morning of the 5th I ordered him^ in case nothing more

had been heard from the country below on the Cumberland at the

time of the arrival of my messenger indicating the intention on the

part of the enemy to invest Fort Donelson, to move out with two
regiments and the two pieces of artillery and take .position at the
Furnace, halfway on the Dover road to Fort Henry; the force em-
braced in this order was about 750 men, to act as circumstances might
dictate.

Thus matters stood at 9 o'clock on the morning of the 5th. The
wretched military position of Fort Henry and the small force at my
disposal did not permit me to avail myself of the advantages to be

derived from the system of outwork, built with the hope of being

reinforced in time, and compelled me to determine to concentrate my
efforts by land, within the rifle pits surrounding the camp of the

Tenth Tennessee and Fourth Misissippi regiments, in case I deemed
it possible to do more than operate solely against the attack by the

river.

Accordingly my entire command was paraded and placed in the

rifle pits around the above camps, and minute instructions given not

only to brigades, but to regiments and companies, as to the exact

gi-ound each was to occupy.
Seconded by the able assistance of Major Gilmer, of the Engineers,

of whose valuable services I thus early take pleasure in speaking, tjnd

by Colonels Heiman and Drake, everything was arranged to make a

formidable resistance against anything like fair odds.

It was known to me on the day before that the enemy had recon-

noitered the roads leading to Fort Donelson from Bailey's Ferry, by
way of Iron Mountain Furnace, and at 10 a. m. on the 5th I sent for-

ward from Fort Henry a strong reconnbitering party of cavalry.

They had not advanced more than one and a half miles in the direc-

tion of the enemy when Jhey encountered their reconnoitering party.

Our cavalry charged them m gallant style, upon which the enemy's

cavalry fell back, with a loss of only one man on each side. Very
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soon the main body of the Federal advance guard, composed of a regi-

ment of infantry and a large force of cavalry, was met, upon which
our cavalry retreated.

On receipt of this news I moved out in person with five companies
of the Tenth Tennessee, five companies of the Fourth Mississippi,

and fifty cavalry, ordering at the same time two additional companies
of infantry to support Captain Eed at the outworks. Upon advanc-

ing well to the front I found that the enemy had retired. I returned

to camp at 5 p. m., leaving Captain Eed reinforced at the outworks.
The enemy were again reinforced by the arrival of a number of large

transports. At night the pickets from the west bank reported the

landing of troops on that side (opposite Bailey's Ferry), their ad-

vance picket having been met one and a half miles from the river. I

at once ordered Captain Hubbard, of the Alabama cavalry, to take

50 men, and, if possible, surprise them. The inclemency of the

weather, the rain having commenced to fall in torments, prevented any-
thing being accomplished.
Early on the morning of the 6th' Captain Padgett reported the

arrival of five additional transports overnight and the landing of a

large force on the west bank of the river at Sie point indicated above.
From that time up to 9 o'clock it appeared as tliough the force on
the east bank was again reinforced, which was subsequently proven
to be true.

The movements of the fleet of gunboats at an early hour prevented
any communication, except by a light barge, with the western bank,
and by 10 a. m. it was plain that the boats intended to engage the fort
with their entire force, aided by an attack on our right and left

flanks from the two land forces in overwhelming numbers.
To understand properly the difficulties of my position, it is right

that I should explain fully the unfortunate location of Fort Henry,
in reference to resistance by a small force against an attack by land
cooperating with the gunboats, as well as its disadvantages in even an
engagement with boats alone. The entire fort, together with the
intrenched camp spoken of, is enfiladed from three or four points on
the opposite shore, while three points on the eastern bank completely
command them both, all at easy cannon range. At the same time the
intrenched camp, arranged as it was in the best possible manner to
meet the case, was two-thirds of it completely under the control of
the fire of the gunboats. The history of military engineering records
no parallel to this case. Points within a few miles of it possessing
great advantages and few disadvantages were totally neglected, and
a location fixed upon without one redeeming feature or filling one of
the many requirements of a site for a work such as Fort Henry. The
woj-k itself was well built; it was completed long before I took com-
mand, but strengthened greatly by myself in building embrasures
and epaulements of sand bags. An enemy had but to use their most
common sense in obtaining the advantage of high water, as was the
case, to have complete and entire control of the position.

I am guilty of no act of injustice in this frank avowal of the opin-
ions entertained by myself, as well as by all other officers who have
become familiar with the location of Fort Henry, nor do I desire
the defects of location to have an undue influence in directing pub-
lic opinion in relation to the battle of the 6th instant. The fort was
built when I took charge, and I had no time to build anew. With
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this seeming digression, rendered necessary, as I believe, to a correct
understanding of the -whole affair, I will proceed with the details of
the subsequent movements of the iroops under my command.
By 10 a. m on the 6th the movements of the gunboats and land

force indicated an immediate engagement, and in such force as gave
me no room to change my previously conceived opinions as to what,
under such circumstances, should be my course. The case stood thus

:

I had at my command a grand total of 2,610 men, only one-third of
whom had been at all disciplined or well armed. The high water in
the river filling the sloughs gave me but one route by which to retire,

if necessary, and that route for some distance in a direction at right
angles to the line of approach of the enemy, and over -roads well-nigh
impassable for artillery, cavalry, or infantry. The enemy had seven
gunboats, with an armament of fifty-four guns, to engage the eleven
guns at Fort Henry. General Grant was moving up the east bank of
the river from his landing, 3 miles below, with a force of 12,000 men,
verified afterwards by his own statement, while General Smith, with
6,000 men, was moving up the west bank to take a position within four
or five hundred yards, which would enable him to enfilade my entire

works. The hopes (founded on a knowledge of the fact that the
enemy had reconnoitered on the two previous days thoroughly the
several roads leading to Fort Donelson) that a portion only of the
land force would cooperate with the gunboatS^in an attack on the fort

were dispelled, and but little time left me to meet this change in the

circumstances which surrounded me. I argued thus : Fort Donelson
might possibly be held, if properly reinforced; even though Fort
Henry should fall ; but the reverse of this proposition was not true.

The force at Fort Henry was necessary to aid Fort Donelson either in

making a successful defense or in holding it long enough to answer
the purpose of a new disposition of the entire army from Bowling
Green to Columbus, which would necessarily follow the breaking of

our center, resting on Forts Donelson and Henry. The latter alterna-

tive was all that 1 deemed possible. I knew that reinforcements were
difficult to be had, and that unless sent in such force as to make the

defense certain, which I did not believe practicable, the fate of our

right wing at Bowling Green depended upon a concentration of my
entire division on Fort Donelson, and the holding of that place as

long as possible, trusting that the delay by an action at Fort Henry
would give time for such reinforcements as might reasonably be

*pected.to reach a point sufficiently near Fort Donelson to cooperate

with my division, by getting to the rear and right flank of the enemy,

and in such a position as to control the roads over which a safe retreat

might be effected. I hesitated not a monient. My infantry, artillery,

and cavalry, removed of necessity to avoid the fire of the gunboats to

the outworks, could not meet the enemy there ; my only chance was
to delay the enemy every moment possible and retire the command,
now outside the main work, toward Fort Donelson, resolving to

suffer as little loss as possible. I retained only the heavy artillery

company to fight the guns, and gave the order to commence the move-

ment at once.

At 10:1« o'clock Lieutenant-Colonel MacGavock sent a messenger

to me,, stating that our pickets reported General Grant approaching

rapidly and within half a mile of the advance work, and movements
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on the west bank indicated that General Smith was fast approaching

also. The enemy, ignorant of any movement of my main body, but

knowing that they could not engage them behind our intrenched camp

until after the fort was reduced or the gunboats retired without being

themselves exposed to the fire of the latter, took a position north of

the forks of the river road in a dense wood (my order being to retreat

by way of the Stewart road) to await the result.

At 11 a. m. the flotilla assumed their line of battle. I had no hope

of being able, successfully, to defend the fort against such overwhelm-

ing odds, both in point of numbers and in caliber of guns. My object

was to save the main body by delaying matters as long as possible,

and to this end I bent every effort.

At precisely 11 :4:5 al m. the enemy opened from their gunboats on

the fort. I waited a few minutes until the effects of the first shots

of the enemy were fully appreciated. I then gave the order to return

the fire, which was gallantly responded to by the brave little band

under my command. The enemy, with great deliberation, steadily

closed upon the fort, firing very wild until within 1,200 yards. The
cool deliberation of our men told from the first shot fired with tre-

mendous effect.

At 12 : 35 p. m. the bursting of our 24-pounder rifled gun disabled

every man at the piece. This great loss was to us in a degree made
up by our disabling entirely the Essex gunboat, which immediately

floated downstream. Immediately after the loss of this valuable

gun we sustained another loss still greater in the closing up of the

vent of the 10-inch columbiad, rendering that gun perfectly useless

and defying all efforts to reopen it. The fire on both sides was now
perfectly terrific. The enemy's entire force was engaged, doing us

but little harm, while our shot fell with unerring certainty upon
them and with stunning effect. At this time a question presented

itself to me with no inconsiderable degree of embarrassment. The
moment had arrived when I should join the main body of troops re-

tiring toward Fort Donelson, the safety of which depended upon a

protracted defense of the fort. It was equally plain that the gallant

men working the batteries—for the first time under fire—with all

their heroism needed my presence. Colonel Heiman, the next in

command, had returned to the fort for instructions. The men work-
ing the heavy guns were becoming exhausted with the rapid firing.

Another gun became useless by an accident, and yet another by the
explosion of a shell immediately after striking the muzzle, involving
the death of two men and disabling several others. The effect of my
absence at such a critical moment would have been disastrous. At
the earnest solicitation of many of my officers and men I determined
to remain, and ordered Colonel Heiman to join his command and
keep up the retreat in good order, while I should fight the guns as
long as one man was left and sacrifice' myself to save the main body
of my troops.

No sooner was this decision made known than new energy was in-
fused. The enemy closed upon the fort to within 600 yards, improv-
ing very much in their fire, which now began to tell with great effect
upon the parapets, while the fire from our guns (now reduced to
seven) was returned with such deliberation and judgment that we
scarcely missed a shot. A second one of the gunboats retired, but, I
believe, was brought into action again. •
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At 1 :10 p. m., so completely broken down were the men, that, but
for the fact that four only of our guns were then really serviceable,
I could not well have worked a greater number. The fire was still
continued with great energy and tremendous effect upon the enemy's
boats.

At 1 :30 p. m. I took charge of one of the 32-pounders, to relieve
the chief of that piece, who had worked with great effect from the be-
ginning of the action. I gave the flagship Cincinnati two shots,
which had the effect to check a movement intended to enfilade the
only guns now left me. It was now plain to be seen that the enemy
were breaking the fort directly in front of our guns, and that I could
not much longer sustain their fire without an unjustifiable e-sposure
of the valuable lives of the men who had so nobly seconded me m this
unequal struggle.

Several of my officers, Major Gilmer among the numoer, now sug-
gested to me the propriety of taking the subject of a surrender into
consideration. Every moment I knew was of vast importance to
those retreating on Fort Donelson, and I declined, hoping to find
men enough at hand to continue a while longer the fire now so destruc-
tive to the enemy. In this I was disappointed. My next effort was to
try the experiment of a flag of truce, which I waved from the para-
pets myself. This was precisely at 1 :50 p. m. The flag was not no-
ticed, I presume, from the dense smoke that enveloped it ; and, leap-
ing again into the fort, continued the fire for five minutes, when, with
the advice of my brother officers, I ordered the flag to be lowered, and,
after an engagement of two hours and ten minutes with such an un-
equal force, the surrender was made to Flag-Officer Foote, repre-
sented by Captain Stembel, commanding gunboat Cincinnati, and
was qualified by the single condition that all officers should retain
their side arms ; that both officers and men should be treated with the
highest consideration due prisoners of war, which was promptly and
gracefully acceded to by Commodore Foote.
The retreat of the main body was effected in good order, though

involving the loss of about 20 prisoners, who, from sickness and other
causes, were unable to encounter the heavy roads. The rear of the
army was bvertaken at a distance of some 3 miles from Fort Henry
by a body of the enemy's cavalry ; but, on being engaged by a small
body of our men under Major Garvin, were repulsed and retired.

This fact alone shows the necessity of the policy pursued by me
in protracting the defense of the fort as long as possible, which
only could have been done by my consenting to stand by the brave
little band. No loss was sustained by our troops in this affair with
the enemy. ,

I have vmderstood from the prisoners that seve'ral pieces of artil-

lery also were lost, it being entirely impossible to move them over
4 or 5 miles with the indifferent teams attached to them.
The entire absence of transportation rendered any attempt to move

the camp equipage of the regiments impossible. This may be regarded
as fortunate, as the roads were utterly impassable, not only from the

rains, but the back water of Tennessee River.

A small amount of quartermaster's and commissary stores, together

with what was left of the ordnance stores, were lost to us also.
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The tents of the Alabama regiment were left on the west bank of

the river, the gunboats preventing an opportunity to cross them over.

Our casualties may be reported strictly as follow : Killed by the •

enemy, 2; wounded severely by the enemy (one since dead), 3;

wounded slightly by the enemy, 2 ; killed by prenaature explosion, 2

;

wounded seriously by premature explosion, 1 ; slightly wounded, 1

;

temporarily disabled by explosion of rifled gun, 5. Making total

killed, 5; seriously wounded, 3; slightly wounded, 3; disabled, 5;

missing, 5. Total casualties, 21.

Total casualties of the enemy were stated in my presence on the

following morning to be 73, including one officer of the Essex killed,

and Captain Porter, comanding the Essex, badly scalded.

The enemy report the number of shots that struck their ves.sels to

have been 74 ; 28 of which struck the flagship Cincinnati, so disabling

her as to compel her to return to Cairo. The Essex received 22 shots,

one of which passed, we know, entirely through the ship, opening one

of her boilers and taking off the head of Captain Porter's aid-de-

camp. Several shots passed entirely through the Cincinnati, while
her outer works were entirely riddled. The weak points in all their

vessels were known to us, and the cool precision of our firing devel-

oped them, showing' conclusively that this class of boats, though
formidable, can not stand the test of even the 32-pounders, much less

the 24-caliber rifled shot, or that of the 10-inch columbiad. It should
be remembered that these results were principally from no heavier
metal than the ordinary 32-pounder, using solid shot, fired at point-
blank, giving the vessels all the advantages of their peculiar struc-

tures, with planes meeting this fire at angles. of 45 degrees. The im-
mense area, forming what may be called the roof, is in every respect
vulnerable to either a plunging fire from even 32-pounders or a
curved line of fire from heavy guns. In the latter case shell should
be used in preference to shot.

Confident of having performed my whole duty to my Government
in the defense of Fort Henry, with the totally inadequate means at
my disposal, I have but little to add in support of the views before
expressed. The reasons for the line. of policy pursued by me are to
my mind convincing. .

»

Against such overwhelming odds as 16,000 well-armed men (exclu-
sive of the force on the gunboats) to 2,610 badly armed, in the field,
and 54 heavy guns against 11 medium ones in the fort, no tactics or
bravery could avaU.
The rapid movements of the enemy, with every facility at their

command, rendered the defense from the beginning a hopeless one.
I succeeded in doing even more thaij was hoped for at first. I not

only saved my entire command outside of the fort, but damaged
materially the flotilla of the enemy, demonstrating thoroughly a
problem of infinite value to us in the future.
Had I been reinforced, so as to have justified my meeting the

enemy at the advanced works,. I might have made good the land
defense on the east bank. I make no enquiry as to why I was not,
for I have entire confidence in the judgment of my commanding
general.
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The elements even were against us, and had the enemy delayed his
attack a few days, with the river rising, one-third of the entire forti-

fications (already affected by it) would have been washed away,
while the remaining portion of the works would have been untenable
by reason of the depth of water over the whole interior portion.

The number of officers surrendered (see paper marked A*) was
12. The number of noncommissioned officers and privates in the fort

at the time of the surrender (see paper marked B) was 66, while the
number in the hospital boat Patton was (see paper marked C) 16.

I take great pleasure in making honorable mention of all the officers

and men under my command. To Captain Taylor, of the artillery,

and the officers of his corps. Lieutenants Watts and Weller ; to Cap-
tain G. R. G. Jones, in command of the right battery; to Captains
Miller and Hayden, of the Engineers; to Acting Assistant Adjutant-
General McConnico; to Captain H. L. Jones, brigade quartermaster;
to Captain McLaughlin, quartermaster of the Tenth Tennessee, and
to Surgeons Voorhies and Horton, of the Tenth Tennessee, the thanks
of the whole country are due for their consummate devotion to our
high and holy cause. To Sergeants John Jones, Hallam, Cubine,
and Silcurk; to Corporals Copas, Cavin, and Renfro, in charge of
the guns, as well as to all of the men, I ifeel a large debt is due for

their bravery and efficiency in working the heavy guns so long and so

efficiently.

Officers and men alike seemed actuated but by one spirit—that of

devotion to a cause in which was involved life, liberty, and the pur-

suit of happiness. Every blow struck was aimed by cool heads, sup-

ported by strong arms and honest hearts.

I feel that it is a duty that I owe to Colonel A. Heiman, command-
ing the Tenth Tennessee (Irish) to give this testimony of my high
appreciation of him as a soldier and as a man, due to his gallant regi-

ment, both officers and men. I place them second to no regiment I
have seen in the Army.
To Captain Dixon, of the Engineers, I owe (as does the whole

coimtry) my special acknowledgment of his ability and unceasing

energies. Under his immediate eye were all the works proposed by
myself at Forts Donelson and Heiman executed; while his fruitful-

ness in resources to meet the many disadvantages of position alone

enabled us to combat its difficulties successfully.

To Lieutenant Watts, of the heavy artillery, as acting ordnance

officer at Fort Henry, I owe this special notice of the admirable con-

dition -of the ordnance department at that post.

Lieutenant Watts is the coolest officer under fire I ever met with.

I take pleasure in acknowledging the marked courtesy and consider-

ation of Flag-Officer Foote of the Federal Navy, of Captain Stembel

and the other naval officers, to myself, officers, and men.^ Their gal-

lant bearing during the action gave evidence of a brave and therefore

generous foe.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Lloyd Tilghman,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

• Nominal lists of ofBcers and men surrendered not printed.
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Supplemental report of Brigadier-General Tilghman, C. S. Army,

Richmond, Va., August 9, 1862.

My attention having been called, since writing the above report,

to certain statements made in the somewhat unofficial reports or the

battles of Fort Donelson, on the subject of the condition of the forti-

fications at that place at the time of the arrival of the reinforcements,

I deem it highly proper to protect my own as well as the reputation

of the officers and men of my command, and place the facte of the

case on record.

Nearly broken down by incessant work from the middle of June
in organizing and perfecting the First Kentucky Brigade and in

remodeling tLe brigade at Hopkinsville, Ky., I was not in the best

condition, so late as December 15, to commence in a new field of

operations, and work into perfect shape a third brigade and carry

on the system of fortifications on both the Cumberland and Tennes-

see necessary for the defense of the important line intrusted to my
care.

The facts of the case are simply these : On reaching Fort Donel-

son the middle of December, I found at my disposal six undisciplined

companies of infantry, with an unorganized light battery, while a

small water battery of two light guns constituted the available river

defense. Four 32-pounders had been 'rightly placed, but were not
available. By January 25 I had prepared the entire batteries (ex-

cept one piece, which arrived too late), for the river defenses; built

the entire fieldwork with a trace of 2,900 feet, and in the most sub-

stantial manner constructed a large amount of abatis, and commenced
guarding the approaches by rifle pits and abatis. This was all done
when the reinforcements arrived, and, when the total lack of trans-

portation is taken into consideration, as well as the jnclemency of
the season, and yet find not only the original troops there, but nearly
all my reinforcements housed in something like 400 good cabins, I
conceive my time to have been well spent. While this was being
done, the strengthening of Fort Henry, the building of all the out-
works around it, together with the advanced state of the new works
south of Tennessee River, Fort Heiman, together with its line of
outworks, of rifle pits and abatis was all thoroughly performed, and
satisfies my own mind that officers and men Could not have fallen
short in their duties to have accomplished so much.
The failure of adequate support, doubtless from sufficient cause,

cast me upon my own resources, and compelled me to assume respon-
sibilities which may have worked a partial evil. I aimed at the
general good, and am the last man to shrink from assuming what is

most likely to accomplish such an end.
I would further state that I had connected both Forts Henry and

Donelson by a line of telegraph from Cumberland City—^total

length of line about 35 miles—^thus placing me in close relations with
Bowling Green and Columbus.

[Lloyd Tilghman,]
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army.
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Report of General Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding Western Department.

Headquarters Western Department,
Bowling Green, Ky., February 8, 1862.

Sir: No reliable particulars of the loss of Fort Henry have yet
reached me. This much, however, is known, that nearly all the force
at Fort Henry retreated to Fort Donelson, and it is said that General
Tilghman and about 80 officers and men surrendered in the fort.

The capture of that fort by the enemy gives them the control of the
navigation of the Tennessee Eiver, and their gunboats are now as-

cending the river to Florence. Operations against Fort Donelson,
on the Cumberland, are about to be commenced, and that work will
soon be attacked. The slight resistance at Fort Henry indicates that
the best open earthworks are not reliable to meet successfully a vigor-
ous attack of ironclad gunboats, and, although now supported by a
considerable force, I think the gunboats of the enemy will probably
take Fort Donelson without the necessity of employing their land
force in cooperation, as seems to have been done- at Fort Henry.
Our force at Fort Donelson, including the force from Fort Henry

and three regiments of General Floyd's command, is about 7,000 men,
not well armed or drilled, except Heiman's regiment and the regi-

ments of Floyd's command. General Floyd's command and the force
from HopkinsviUe is arriving at Clarksville, and can, if necessary,
reach Donelson in four hours by steamers which are there. .

Should Fort Donelson be taken it will open the route to the enemy
to Nashville, giving them the means of breaking the bridges and de-

stroying the rerryboats on the river as far as navigable.
The occurrence of the misfortune of losing the fort will cut off the

communication of the force here under General Hardee from the
south bank of the Cumberland. To avoid the disastrous consequences
of such an event, I ordered General Hardee yesterday to make, as

promptly as it could be done, preparations to fall back to Nashville
and cross the river.

The movements of the enemy on my right flank would have made
a retrograde in that direction to confront the enemy indispensable

in a short time. But the probability of having the ferriage of this

army corps across the Cumberland intercepted by the gunboats of the

enemy admits of no delay in making the movement.
Generals Beauregard and Hardee are, equally with myself, im-

pressed with the necessity of withdrawing our force from this lino

at once.

With great respect, your obedient servant,

A. S. Johnston,
General, C. S. Army.

Hon.- J. P. Benjamin,
Secretary of War.
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Beport of Hajor-General Folk, C. S. Army, commanding at Colnmbns, Ky.

Columbus, Kt., February 8, 1862.

I am officially advised as follows:

FoBT DoNELSON, Tenn., February 7, 1862.

Fort Henry has fallen. General Tllghman, Major Gilmer, and about 80 officers

and men were surrendered with the fort. Colonel Helman brought the rest of
the command In good order to this point. About 3,000 in the aggregate arrived
at 11 o'clock last night. Owing to the bad state of the roads and the high
water of the various watercourses between the two forts, as well as to the fact
that they were attacked in the rear by the enemy's cavalry. Colonel Heiman
says it was a physical impossibility to save the field batteries. Nothing saved
but the small arms. Colonel Helman will assume command here this morning
until the arrival of General Pillow, who, we learn, will be down in a few hours.
The telegraph line from Cumberland city is down. Colonel Heiman does not
expect a fight here until to-morrow. I remain here by order of General Tilgh-
man and shall stiU do so, ofiFerlng my services as volunteer aid to whoever is in
command.

Powhatan Ellis,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral.

General Polk.

I am just advised the bridges on the Memphis and Bowling Green
road over the Tennessee River are not destroyed, as reported. Three
of the enemy's gunboats have gone up the Tennessee River as far as
Florence. The bridge over Bear Creek, on the Memphis and Charles-
ton Railroad, threatened. I have sent six companies of Colonel
Looney's regiment and one section of artillery, with Desha's Arkansas
battery (Chalmer's regiment) from Corinth. Active preparations
on the part of the Government for the defense of this frontier seem
now indispensable.

L. Polk.
General S. Coopeh.

Beport of Colonel Heiman, C. 8. Army, commanding First Brigade, transmitting
detailed report.

Richmond, Va., August 11, 1862.
SiH : Enclosed herewith please find my report in regard to the bom-

bardment and surrender of Fort Henry. I prepared this report at
Fort Donelson immediately after the fall of Fort Henry, but my
imprisonment after the surrender of the troops at Fort Donelson pre-
vented me from forwarding it to the proper authorities before now.
I have now the honor to submit it to you with my high regards.

Your most obedient servant,

A. Heiman,
^ Colonel Tenth Tennessee Regiment.

Adjutant-General Coopek.

[Enclosure.]

Fort Donelson, Tenn.,
February 8, 1862.

lathe absence of General Tilghman, who is a prisoner in the hands
of the enemy, being next m command of his division, it becomes my
duty, and I have the honor to submit to you the following report in
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regard to the bombardment and surrender of Fort Henry and the
subsequent retreat of its garrison to Fort Donelson

:

The armament of the fort consisted of 10 32-pounders, 2 42-pound-
ers, 2 12-pounders, 1 24-pounder rifled gun, and 1 10-inch columbiad.
The garrison consisted of my regiment, Tenth Tennessee, under com-
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel MacGavock; the Fourth Mississippi,

Colonel Drake; two companies of the Third Alabama Battalion,
Major Garvin ; a company of artillery, commanded by Captain Taylor

;

one company of Forrest's cavalry. Captain Milner, and 40 mounted
men, acting Captain Melton, stationed as picket and rocket guard
at Bailey's Landing, 3 miles below the fort; Captain Culbertson's
light battery (4 6-pounders and 1 6-pounder rifled gun), amounting
in all to an aggregate of 1,885 men.
The heidits on the opposite side of the river, with the unfinished

works of Fort Heiman, were occupied by the Twenty-seventh Ala-
bama Segiment, Colonel Hughes; the Fifteenth Arkansas, Colonel
Gee; two companies of Alabama cavalry, commanded by Captains
Hubbard and Houston, and an unorganized company of 40 men, Ken-
tucky cavalry. Captain Padgett, and a section of a light battery, com-
manded by Lieutenant Stan^iewicz, amounting in all to 1,100 men.
At Paris Landing, 5 miles above the fort, the Forty-eighth Ten-

nessee, Colonel Voorhies, and the Fifty-first Tennessee, Colonel

Browder, were stationed. These were skeleton regiments containing,

together, not more than 400 men.
With the exception of the Tenth Tennessee and the Fourth Missis-

sippi, these were all new troops who had just entered the service.

They were not drilled, were badly equipped, and very indifferently

armed with shotguns and Tennessee rifles. None of the cavalry had
either sabers or pistols and were only partly armed with double-bar-

reled shotguns, no other equipments whatever. There was much sick-

ness among the new troops, so that the forces for the defense of Forts

Henry and Heiman did not amount to more than 2,600 eflFective men.

There were also at Fort Henry the steamers Dunbar, Captain Fowler;

Lynn Boyd, Captain Smedley; Appleton Belle, Captain Heffernan

(regular packet from the fort to Danville) ; the Samuel Orr, and the

Patton. The latter two boats were used for hospitals.

General Tilglunan's division headquarters being at Fort Donelson,

where he was untiring in his exertions to complete the defenses of that

post. Fort Henry during his absence was under my command.

On the morning of the 4th instant, at 4 : 30 o'clock, the sentinel at

our 3-gun battery announced a rocket signal from the picket at

Bailey's Landing, which was immediately answered by a rocket from

the fort, when three more rockets went up from the picket, announc-

ing the approach of three of the enemy's gunboats. The 11 guns

bearing on the river were immediately manned and shotted, and

everything held in readiness for an attack. The steamers were all

moved out of range of the enemy's gunboats, and the Dunlar and

Boyd were dispatched to Paris Landing for the two regiments sta-

tioned there. I sent a courier to General Tilghman, at Fort Donelson,

informing him of these facts.

Shortly after daylight the pickets on both sides of the river re-

ported a large fleet coming up, and the smoke from several ^nboats

now became visible over the island. I directed Captain Ellis, of the
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Tenth, with a small escort of mounted men, to proceed down on the

right bank of the river, and Captain Anderson, of the same regiment,

on the opposite bank, to reconnoiter and ascertain whether the enemy
was landing troops. I directed Captain Milner, with his company of

cavalry, to occupy the several roads leading from Bailey's Landing

to the fort, and throw forward a sufficient number of pickets and

videttes. I directed Colonel Drake to send two companies of his

regiment and a section of Culbertson's battery to the rifle pits for the

defense of the Dover road, about three-quarters of a mile from the

fort, while Major Garvin occupied the rifle pits across the road lead-

ing to Bailey's Landing. Twelve torpedoes were sunk in the chute

of the river at the foot of the island. For want of powder and time

none were sunk in the main channel. Those sunk were rendered

utterly useless by the heavy rise in the river.

At about 9 o'clock the gunboats commenced throwing shells at the

quarters of our pickets and other buildings in the neighborhood of

Bailey's Landing.
Captain Ellis returned, reporting eight gunboats and ten large

transports in the river, and that tney were landing their cavalry.

He also stated that he had seen two light batteries or barges, but
that no troops were at that time landing on the opposite side of the

river. I again sent a courier to General Tilghman, informing him
of these facts. During all this time we had a large force at work on
the epaulements, and trying to keep the water out of the fort. The
lower magazine had already 2 feet of water in it, and the ammunition
had been removed to a temporary magazine above ground, which had
but very little protection, but we had been at work day and night
for the last week, to cover it with sand bags and to protect it by a

traverse.

At about 12 o'clock five gunboats came in sight in the main chan-
nel. All the troops, except the heavy artillery force, were marched
out of range of the enemy's guns. The gunboats formed in line of
battle across the channel, about 2 miles below the fort, beyond the
range of our 32-pounders. I gave positive orders that none of these
guns should be fired unless the boate came within their range ; there-
fore, we had only to depend on the 24-pounder rifled gun and the
10-inch columbiad, the latter gun, with an iron carriage on an iron
chassis, had, on previous trials of firing with 20-pound charges,
proved defective, owing to the too great recoil for the length of the
chassis, or other defects. This was, however, remedied by clamping
the carriage to the chassis, and even then it recoiled with such tremen-
dous force against the hurters that in almost every instance it dis-

arranged the pintle. I have since learned that this defect was com-
mon to these guns.

At about 1 o'clock the gunboats opened fire with shell and shot,
which was immediately returned by our rifled gun and 10-inch
columbiad. The former fired Archer shells. At the third or fourth
fire one.of the clamps of the colmnbiad broke, and fearing that an-
other fire would upset the gun, it was not fired again. The rifled gun
was fired in quick succession and with good effect; meanwhile the
gunboats kept up a constant fire with good practice.
As the boats advanced we opened fire with the eleven guns bearing

on the river, which was kept up for about half an hour, when the
enemy withdrew. Their shot fell in and around the fort. Some of
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their shells fell a quarter of a mile beyond the fort, showing a range
superior to our own. None of the shells which fell in the fort ex-

ploded, and but one man was wounded. I reported the result to
General Tilgliman, and that the enemy was landing a large force,

and that additional transports were arriving.
I was satisfied that we could not hold the neights opposite the fort,

and that it would be prudent to move the forces from there to Fort
Henry, but did not like to take the responsibility without the order
of General Tilghman, as a previous order from yoil stated positively
that these heights must be held. However, these troops were held in

readiness to move at a moment's warning.
At 5 o'clock I sent another courier with an escort to the general,

stating my views in regard to the troops at Fort Heiman, and request-
ing his orders, or, what I desired more, his presence, and cautioned
him not to come without a strong escort, and by the upper road,
believing that the enemy had already cavalry pickets on the .main
Dover road.

Before night I reinforced the outposts on the Dover road with two
companies of the Tenth Tennessee, under Captains Morgan and Ford,
and the 6-pounder rifled gun. At 11:30 General Tilghman and
Major Gilmer's corps of engineers arrived with three companies of

Lieutenant-Colonel Gantt's cavalry, from Fort Donelson.
At daylight on the morning of tne 5th General Tilghman directed

the removal of the troops from Fort Heiman to Fort Henry, with
the exception of the cavalry. General Tilghman now formed the
troops at the fort into two brigades. The first, commanded by my-
self, consisting of the Tenth Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel MacGay-
ock ; Forty-eighth Tennessee, Colonel Browder ; Fifty-first Tennessee,
Colonel Voorhies; Colonel Gantt's battalion of cavalry, and Captain
Culbertson's light battery. The second brigade, under command
of Colonel Drake, consisted of the Fourth Mississippi, Major Adaire;
Twenty-seventh Alabama, Colonel Hughes; Alabama battalion.

Major Garvin; Captains Milner's and Melton's cavalry, and a section

of light battery. Captain Crain. He appointed Major McConnico
assistant adjutant-general and Lieutenant Phar aid-de-camp, his own
staff having remained at Fort Donelson. General Tilghman assigned

each brigade its position at the rifle pits, and all preparations were
made to receive the enemy by land and water.

A reconnoitering party of cavalry met the enemy, and in a skir-

mish one man of Captain Milner's company was killed. General
Tilghman then ordered out a battalion of the Tenth Tennessee, a
battalion of the Fourth Mississippi, and Milner's cavalry, and pro-

ceeded in person with them to the scene of the skirmish, but the

enemy had retired.

During the night Colonel Milton A. Haynes, of the artillery,

arrived from Fort Donelson to give his aid in the coming engage-'

ment, and brought information that, in obedience to orders from Gen-
eral Tilghman, Colonel Head would send two regiments to Kirk-

man's Furnace from Fort Donelson next morning, which is halfway
between the forts, to act as a reserve.

Early on the morning of the 6th heavy volumes of black smoke
rose over the island, manifesting that the fleet was not to remain
idle long; and, judging from the number of transports in the river,

they must have landed a very large force during the two days and



568 NAVAL FOECES ON WESTERN WATERS.

nights, and, as it was afterwards ascertained. General Grant had
12,000 men between the fort and Bailey's Landing, and General

Smith 6,000 men on the opposite bank of the river.

At about 10 o'clock in the morning General Tilghman and Major
Gilmer came in a small boat from flie steamer Dunbar, which was
lying during the night at Fort Heiman, and prepared for the engage-

ment on hand.
At 11 o'clock the gunboats made their appearance in the chute,

seven in number, and formed in line of battle 2 miles from the fort.

General Tilghman ordered the troops to be marched out of range
of the enemy's guns. None were permitted to remain in the fort but

those on duty with the artillery, who were under the command of

Captain Taylor.
General Tilghman, with his staff, took position at the center oat-

tery to observe the movements of the gunboats and direct the firing

of our batteries. The enemy opened fire with shot and shell, which
was returned by our 10-inch columbiad and 24-pounder rifled gun,
until they came in range of the lighter guns, when the whole eleven

guns bearing on the river opened fire. The enemy's practice

unproved as they advanced. The firing on both sides was without a

moment's intermission.

Shot after shot were exchanged with admirable rapidity and pre-

cision, and the enemy's shell struck and exploded in every direction.

Unfortunately our most reliable gun, the 24-pounder nfled, burst,

wounding all the men who served it. Shortly afterwards the vent
of the 10-inch columbiad closed and could not be opened. Our reli-

ance was now on the 32 and 42 pounders, and, I regret to state, for
the latter we had not the proper ammunition. Shortly afterwards
a premature explosion of one of the guns killed 2 men. By this

time we had lost the use of five guns, out a constant fire was kept
up on both sides, the gunboats nearing all the time, their point-blank
range telling fearfully on the fort, while we had to depress our
guns and change our range after every shot. This unequal fire was
kept up with an energy which does great credit to the officers and
men at the guns.

This fearful cannonading had lasted now over an hour, and it was
evident the fort could not hold out much longer. Major Gilmer
called my attention to the state of affairs, requesting me to state to
General Tilghman that it was useless to hold out longer ; to keep up
this unequal contest would cost the lives of many more without any
possible advantage to the result. I replied to Major Gilmer that
these were my views, but that I would not like to make any sugges-
tions to the general; that he must be his own judge in regard to this
affair. When General Tilghman was shortly after reminded of the
state of affairs, he would not entertain the idea of a surrender, stating
that he had as yet lost but few men, and inquired the reason why
some of the guns had ceased firing. He was told that several of the
men were killed, many wounded, and all the rest exhausted, and that
we had no men to relieve them. The general threw off his coat,
sprang on the chassis of the nearest gun, stating that he would work
it himself, ordering, at the same time, 50 men of my regiment to the
fort to assist the gunners. Seeing nobody whom I could send for
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them, I started myself, the bombardment still going on unabated;
but before I could reach the command the boats were so close to the
fort that further resistance was impossible. The flag was hauled
down and the firing ceased.

I returned in person immediately to the fort for further orders.
General Tilghman informed me that he had surrendered, believing
that it was his duty to do so, as every military man would see the
impossibility of holding the fort against such fearful odds, and stat-

ing to me that I was not included in the surrender, as I was not in
the fort at the time the flag was struck, and directed me to continue
the retreat, according to orders, to Fort Donelson by the upper road,
having gained all the time necessary for a safe retreat. Owing to
bad roads, the high water, and the close pursuit of the enemy's cav-
alry, I found it a physical impossibility to save the light artillery.

About 3 miles from the fort our rear was attacked by the enemy's
cavalry. Their fire was handsomely returned by Colonel Gee and
Major Garvin. Major Lee, of the Fifteenth Arkansas, and Captain
Leach, of the Alabama battalion, were surrounded and made pris-

oners. We sustained no other loss.

I may be permitted to state that the self-sacrificing heroism dis-

played by General Tilghman in this terrible and most unequal strug-

gle challenges the admiration of all gallant men and entitles him to

the gratitude of the whole people of the Confederate States. The
tact, skill, and untiring energy which characterized his whole course

while in command of the defense of the Tennessee and Cumberland
rivers proved him a most skillful and gallant leader.

Durmg the bombardment of Fort Henry General Tilghman was
ably assisted by Major Gilmer, Colonel Haynes, Major McConnico,
Captains Miller and Hayden (engineers). Captain Taylor, Lieuten-

ants Watts and Weller, and Captain G. R. G. Jones; and the men
under their command deserve particular credit for the effective and
energetic manner in which they managed their guns.

My thanks are eminently due to Colonel Drake and the regimental

and detachment commanders for the able and orderly manner in

which they conducted their commands.
The events which followed so closely upon the fall of Fort Henry

—

the surrender of the troops at Fort Donelson and my own imprison-

ment, from which I have just been released—have prevented me from
forwarding this report at an earlier date.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. Heiman,
ColoneC, Commanding First Brigade, TilghmarCs Division:

Colonel W. W. Mackall,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Expedition up the Tennessee River to Florence, Ala., by the U. S.

gunboats Lexington, Tyler, and Conestoga, under the command of

Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, February 6-10, 1862.

[Telegram.]

Caiko, February 11, 1862.

The gunboats Lexington, Tyler, and Conestoga, under Lieutenant

Commanding Phelps, agreeably to my orders, have proceeded up the

Tennessee River and destroyed or captured all the rebel boats, broken

up their camps, and made a prize of their fine new gunboat. They
went up as far as the river was navigable. I move up to-morrow in

another direction.
A. H. FooTE.

Hon. GroEON "Wjeixes,

Secretdry Navy.

[Telegram.]

Paducah (via Cairo), February 12, 1862.

Lieutenant Commanding S. L. Phelps has returned from a cruiso

up the Tennessee River, whither I ordered him, as already communi-
cated to you, with his division of three gunboats, the Tyler, Lieu-
tenant Commanding Gwin; Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding
Shirk ; and the Conestoga. He ascended to Florence, Ala., at the foot

of the Mussel Shoals and the head of navigation water for his

vessels. The half-finished rebel gunboat Eastport was captured,
with two other steamers, and thi rebels were forced to burn six of
their transport steamers freighted with military supplies. The ex-
pedition has brought down 250,000 feet lumber, seized with the East-
port, all the floating ironwork machinery belonging to her, and very
considerable quantities of arms, implements, camp utensils, provisions,
clothing, etc. The winter quarters of a rebel regiment were burned.
Captain Phelps found a strong Union feeling manifested throughout
Tennessee and in Mississippi and Alabama. I will forward his offi-

cial report to me by mail. His work has been thorough and merits
the highest praise.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Railroad Crossing, Tennessee River, February 10, 1862.

Sib: "We have returned to this point from an entirely successful
expedition to Florence. At the foot of the Mussel Shoals, Alabama,
the rebels were forced to burn six steamers, and we captured two
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others, besides the half-complete gunboat Eastport. The steamers
burned were freighted with rebel military stores. The Eastport has
about 250,000 feet of lumber on board. Captured 200 stand of arms
and a quantity of clothing and stores, and destroyed the encampment
of Colonel [James M.] Crews at Savannah, Tenn. Found the Union
sentiment strong.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. [L.] Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Com.manding Naval Forces, Western Waters. Cairo, III.

Keport of Flag-Offioer Foote, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting report of lieutenant
Phelps, v. S. Navy, commanding expedition.

U. S. Flag-Steamer St. Louis,
Paducah, February 12, 1862.

Sih: I have the honor and high gratification to forward to the
Department the official report of Lieutenant Commanding Phelps,
by which it will be seen that he has, with consummate skill, courage,
and judgment, performed a highly beneficial service to the Govern-
ment, which no doubt will be appreciated.

I can not too highly commend the conduct of Lieutenant Com-
manding Phelps for this his signal service in his long cruise to the
head of navigation of the Tennessee River.

I am now, with three ironclad steamers, ascending the Cumberland
River to cooperate with General Grant in an attack on Fort Donelson.
Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, with his division, accompanies me.

In great haste, I have the honor to be. your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Hon. GmEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Tennessee River, February 10, 1862.

Sih: Soon after the surrender of Fort Henry, on the 6th instant,

I proceeded, in obedience to your order, up the Tennessee River with
the Tyler, Lieutenant Commanding Gwmy Lexington, Lieutenant
Commanding Shirk, and this vessel, forming a division of the
flotilla, and arrived after dark at the railroad crossing, 25 miles
above the fort, having on the waj destroyed a small amount of camp
equipage, abandoned by the fleeing rebels. The draw of the bridge
was found closed and the machinery for turning it disabled. About
1^ miles above, were several rebel transport steamers escaping
upstream. A party was landed and in one hour I had the satisfaction

to see the draw open. The Tyler being the slowest of the gunboats,

Lieutenant Commanding Gwin landed a force to destroy a portion

of the railroad track and to secure such military stores as might be
found, while I directed Lieutenant Commanding Shirk to follow
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me with all speed in chase of the fleeing boats. In five hours this

boat succeeded in forcing the rebels to abandon and burn three of

their boats, loaded with military stores. The first one fired {Samuel

Orr) had on board a quantity of submarine batteries, which very soon

exploded; the second one was freighted with powder, cannon, shot,

grape, balls, etc. Fearing an explosion from the fired boats (there

were two together), I had stopped at a distance of 1,000 yards; but

even there our skylights wei-e broken by the concussion ; the light

upper deck was raised bodily, doors were forced open, and locks and

fastenings everywhere broken.

The whole river for half a mile around about was completely beaten

up by the falling fragments and the shower of shot, grape, balls, etc.

The house of a reported Union man was blown to pieces, and it is

suspected there was design in landing the boats in front of the

doomed home. The Lexington having fallen astern, and without a

pilot on board, I concluded to wait for both of the boats to come up.

Joined by them we proceeded up the river. Lieutenant Commanding
Gwin had destroyed some of the trestlework at the end of the bridge,

burning with them a lot of camp equipage. I. N. Brown, formerly

a lieutenant in the Navy, now signing himself " Lieutenant, C. S. N.,"

had fled with such precipitation as to leave his papers behind. These
Lieutenant Commanding Gwin brought away and I send them to

you, as they give an oflicial history of the rebel floating preparations

on the Mississippi, Cumberland, and Tennessee. Lieutenant Brown
had charge of the construction of gunboats. At night on the 7th we
arrived at a landing in Hardin County, Tenn., known as Cerro Gordo,
where we found the steamer Eastport being converted to a gunboat.
Armed boats' crews were immediately sent on board and search made
for means of destruction that might have been devised. She had been
scuttled and the suction pipes broken. These leaks were soon stopped.
A number of rifle shots were fired at our vessels, but a couple of shells

dispersed the rebels. On examination I found that there were large
quantities of timber and lumber prepared for fitting up the Eastport;
that the vessel itself, some 280 feet long, was in excellent condition
and already half finished; considerable of the plating designed for
her was lying on the bank and everything at hand to complete her.
I therefore directed Lieutenant Commanding Gwin to remain with
the Tyler to guard the prize, and to load the lumber, etc., while the
Lexington and Conestoga should proceed still higher up.
Soon after daylight on the 8th we passed Eastport, Miss., and at

Chickasaw, farther up, near the State line, seized two steamers, the
Sallie Wood and Muscle,'ih& former laid up and the latter freighted
with iron destined for Eichmond and for rebel use. We then pro-
ceeded on up the river, entering the State of Alabama and ascending
to Florence, at the foot of the Mussel Shoals. On coming in sight of
the town three steamers were discovered, which were immediately set
on fire by the rebels. Some shots were fired from the opposite side
of the river below. A force was landed and considerable quantities
of supplies, marked " Fort Henry," were secured from the burning
wrecks. Some had been landed and stored. These I seized, putting
such as we could bring away on board our vessels and destroying the
remainder. No flats or other craft could be found. I found also more
of the iron and plating intended for the Eastport.
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A deputation of citizens of Florence waited upon me, first desir-
ing that they mi^ht be made able to quiet the fears of their wives
and daughters with assurances from me that they would not be
molested- and, secondly, praying that I would not destroy their
railroad bridge. As for the first I told them we were neither ruf-
fians nor savages, and that we were there to protect from violence
and to enforce the law ; and with reference to the second, that if the
bridge were away we could ascend no higher, and that it could
possess, so far as I saw, no military importance, as it simply con-
nected Florence itself with the railroad on the south bank of the
river.

We had seized three of their steamers, one the half-finished gun-
boat, and had forced the rebels to burn six others loaded with sup-
plies, and their loss, with that of the freight, is a heavy blow to the
enemy. Two boats are still known to be on the Tennessee, and are
doubtless hidden in some of the creeks, where we shall be able to find
them when there is time for the search.

We returned on ftie night of the 8th to where the Eastport lay.

The crew of the Tyler had already gotten on board of the prize an
immense amount of lumber, etc. The crews of the three boats set

to work to finish the undertaking, and we have brought away prob-
ably 250,000 feet of the best quality of ship and building lumber,
all the iron, machinery, spikes, platmg, nails, etc., belonging to the
rebel gunboat, and I caused the mill to be destroyed where the lum-
ber had been sawed.

Lieutenant Commanding Gwin in our absence had enlisted some
25 Tennesseeans, who gave information of the encampment of Colonel
Crews' rebel regiment, at Savannah, Tenn. A portion of the 600
or 700 men were known to be " pressed " men, and all were badly
armed. After consultation with Lieutenants Commanding Gwin
and Shirk, I determined to make a land attack upon the encamp-
ment. Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, with 30 riflemen, came on
board the Gorwstoga, leaving his vessel to guard the Eastport, and
accompanied by the Tyler we proceeded up to that place, prepared
to land 130 riflemen and a 12-pounder rifled howitzer. Lieutenant
Commanding Gwin took command of this force when landed, but
had the mortification to find the camp deserted. The rebels had fled

at 1 o'clock in the night, leaving considerable quantities of arms,

clothing, shoes, camp utensils, provisions, implements, etc., all of

which were secured or destroyed, and their winter quarters of log

huts were burned. I seized also a large mail bag, and send you the

letters giving military information. The gunboats were then

dropped down to a point where arms gathered under the rebel "press

law ' had been stored, and an armed party under Second Master

Goudy, of the Tyler, succeeded in seizing about 70 rifles and fowling

pieces. Eeturning to Cerro Gordo, we took the Eastport, Sallie

Wood, and Muscle in tow, and came down the river to the railroad

crossing. The Muscle sprung a leak, and all efforts failed to prevent

her sinking, and we were forced to abandon her, and with her a

considerable quantity of fine lumber. We are having trouble in

getting through the draw of the bridge here.

I now come to the, to me, most interesting portion of this report,

one which has already become lengthy; but I must trust you will

find some excuse for this in the fact that it embraces a history of
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labors and movements day and night from the 6th to the 10th of

the month, all of which details I deem it proper to give you. We
have met with the most gratifying proofs of loyalty everywhere
across Tennessee, and in the portions of Mississippi and Alabama we
visited most affecting instances greeted us almost hourly. Men,
women, and children several times gathered in crowds of hundreds,
shouted their welcome and hailed their national flag with an enthu-
siasm there was no mistaking. It was genuine and heartfelt. Those
people braved everything to go to the river bank, where a sight of
their flag might once more be enjoyed, and they have experienced, as

they related, every possible form of persecution. Tears flowed freely

down the cheeks of men as well as of women, and there were those
who had fought under the stars and stripes at Moultrie, who, in

this manner testified to their joy. This display of feeling and sense
of gladness at our success, and the hopes it created in the breasts of
so many people in the heart of the Confederacy astonished us not a
little, and I assure you, sir, I would not ha^e failed to witness
it for any consideration. I trust it has given us all a higher sense of
the sacred character of our present duties. I was assured at Savan-
nah that of the several hundred troops there, more than one-half, had
we gone to the attack in time, would have hailed us as deliverers and
gladly enlisted with the national force. In Tennessee the people
generally in their enthusiasm braved secessionists and spoke their
views freely; but in Mississippi and Alabama what was said was
guarded. " If we dared express ourselves freely you would hear
such a shout greeting your coming as you never heard." " We know
there are many Unionists among us, but a reign of terror makes us
afraid of our shadows." We were told, too, " Bring us a small
organized force with arms and ammunition for us, and we can main-
tain our position and put down rebellion in our midst." There
were, it is true, whole communities who, on our approach, fled to the
woods, but these were where there was less of the loyal element and
where the fleeing steamers in advance had spread tales of our com-
ing with firebrands, burning, destroying, ravishing, and plundering.
The crews of these vessels have had a very laborious time, but have

evinced a spirit in their work highly creditable to them. Lieuten-
ants Commanding Gwin and Shirk have been untiring, and I owe
to them and to their officers many obligations for our entire success.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer, A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Letter from Brigadier-General Grant, V. S. Army, to Commander
Walke, U. S. Navy, requesting cooperation in the destruction of
railroad ondge over Tennessee River.

Headquabteks at Caibo,
Fort Henry, Tenn., Felruary 7, 1862.

Captain : The party that went up the river last night for the pur-
pose of d^troying the railroad bridge had to return without accom-
plishing their object, in consequence of finding the bridge guarded
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I would request that you go up with your boat to-day and take some
20 men that I will furnish to do the job.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

[U. S. Grant,]
Brigadier-General.

Captain Walke,
Commanding Gunboat Flotilla.

Report of Commander Walke, U. S. Navy, regarding destruction of
railroad bridge, in accordance with instructions from Brigadier-
General Grant.

U. S. Gunboat Caeondelet,
Fort Henry, Tennessee River, February 8, 186^.

Sir : I have just returned from destroying the bridges of the Mem-
phis and Bowling Green Railroad (up this river), where I was in-

structed to proceed by General Grant on the 7th instant. Colonel
[J. D.] Webster, witn other officers, and two companies of sharp-
shooters, accompanied me to do the job.

We found the place deserted by rebel troops, who left their tents,

wagons, etc., some of which we brought here.

I am nearly out of coal and provisions.

The magazine and shell rooms of this vessel leak badly, and it is

doubtful whether our carpenter can stop it, unless the vessel is light-

ened so that he can get at it.

I suspect that some of our rifle shell have not been filled, as there is

Seat difference in the weight of them, and I picked up one in Fort
enry with the fuze out, but there was no evidence of its having been

filled with powder. They require gauging. All is well on board.

We expended 101 shell and 1 solid shot on Fort Henry. The Con-
estoga, Tyler, and Lexington have not returned.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Footb,
Commanding Naval Forces Western Waters.

r.Telegram.]

St. Louis. February 8, 1862.

Assistant Secretary of War T. A. Scott, now in this city, will com-

municate with you by telegraph this evening. Please give him all

possible information about the condition of your command.
H. W. Halleck.

A. H. FooTE, or Ranking [Officer.]

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, [February'^ 8, 1862.

I want some detailed information for the Secretary of War in re-

gard to mortars, mortar beds, mortar boats, and other equipment
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necessary for the Mississippi Flotilla. Are you prepared now to give

me detailed information in regard to the enciuiry? Please answer.
Thos. a. Scott,

Flag-Officer Foote.
Assistant Secretary War.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, February 8, 1862.

How many floats were ordered to be built ? How many have been
delivered ready for armament? If any that were ordered have not
been delivered, where are they and what is their condition? How
many mortars are wanted for the fleet? How many of them have
been received? How many mortar beds have been received, and how
many more are needed? At what time do you want to have the
flotiUa ready for movement?

Thos. A. Scott,
Secretary.

Flag-0fl5cer Foote.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, February 8, 1862.

Please prepare for me a statement in detail of all your gunboats,
their equipment and force now on them; also a statement setting
forth the additional force and equipment that you need and the same
regarding the floats. I will run over to Cairo on Monday to see you.
The Secretary of War desires to understand the whole matter per-
taining to Mississippi movements and to provide all that may be
needed. If you will have those statements prepared we can then
talk the whole subject over, so that I will get a thorough under-
standing of the matter. Please answer.

Thos. A. Scott.
Flag-Officer Foote.

Order of the President to Brigadier-General Ripley^ U. S. Army,
regarding ammunition for the Western flotilla.

BuHEAu OF Ordnance, Navt Department,
Washington City, February 8, 1862.

Sir: I am directed by the President to request you to supply
whatever ammunition there may be required for the gunboat flotilla
at Cairo.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

H, A. Wise,
U. S. Navy, Assistant Inspector Ordrumce.

Brigadier-General J. W. Ripley, U. S. Army,
Chief Bureau of Ordnance, Washington City, D. C.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 8, 1862.

(Received 9th.)

Want of steamers prevented testing the mortars to-day ; will do so
to-morrow.

Repairing damages to gunboats Cincinnati and Essex, which will
require ten days.

Twenty men, soldiers, arrived for the gunboats from St. Louis.
Want of men, I fear, will detain the mortar boats, as the officers are
generally unwilling for any but their poorest men leaving their com-
panies.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-OJIficer.

[Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.']

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Sanford,
V. S. Navy, regarding the shipment of men.

Cairo, February 9, 1862.

You are authorized to engage second masters instead of fourth
masters.

I enclose shipping articles. You may ship men for me for one
year or less time, should the war end before the year expires.

Have twelve officers of rank to be with Captain Constable. Have
a good stateroom and mess room for commanding officer in case a
navy commander should take Captain Constable's place, but use your
discretion in the matter.
Have twelve rooms for officers for mortar boats.

Use your discretion to procure men and things necessary for the

boats.

Respectfully, yours,
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant J. P. Sanford.

[Telegram. ]

St. Louis, February 9, 1862.

If three gunboats can be spared from Cairo and made efficient, I

wish them sent up the Cumberland to Dover and Clarksville. Con-
sult Commodore Foote and let me know when and how many can go.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Brigadier-General G. W. Cullum,
Cairo.

[Telegram. 1

Cairo, February 9, 1862.- 7 %J J

I telegraphed you this morning and find my dispatch not sent at

8 this evening. I have already consulted with Foote, anticipating

N w B—VOL 22 37
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your orders. He can't send gunboats up Cumberland. Will see him

''^*'''*

G. W. CULLUM,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff-

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Flag-Offieer Foote, V. S. Navy, making enquiry regarding

discharge and pension for disabled officers.

Cairo, February 10, 1862.

Sib: I would respectfully ask for information in regard to dis-

abled officers, appointed by me in the gunboat service. Shall I dis-

charge»them? Are they entitled to a pension? Also, in regard to

men's clothing destroyed under action, are they better entitled to any

compensation for the same?
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

Hon. GroEON Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Flag-Officer.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department or the Missotthi,

St. Louis, February 10, 1862.

Persuade Fla^g-Officer Foote, if possible, to send gunboats up the

Cumberland. Two will answer if he can send no more. They must
precede the transports. I am straining every nerve to send troops

to take Dover and Clarksville. Troops are on their way. All we
want is gunboats to precede the transports. Show him this.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Brigadier-General Culltjm,
Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Baltimore, February 12, 1862.

The following dispatches relate to Federal movements in Ten-
nessee. The Southern papers contain following interesting items:

Lynchbtjbo, Va., February 10.—Tlie Lynchburg Virginian has received a
private dispatch from Chattanooga dated on the 9th instant, which states

that the Federal gunboats reached Florence about 4 o'clock p. m. yesterday.
Troops were landed and the town occupied by them. They went up within a
mile of Tuscumbia, Ala., last night. This morning they left and tools to their
gunboats. A later dispatch to the Virginian from Chattanooga, dated to-day,
says the reported fight at Bear Creek is untrue. The Lincolnltes had again
returned to Florence. No bridges had been burned on the railroad. Com-
munication was entirely cut off between Chattanooga and Memphis. The Fed-
erals are landing at Bastport, Miss., 30 miles below Florence on the Tennessee
Elver.
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Memphis, Tenn., Febrvary 10.—The Federal gunboats passed down the
Tennessee River from Florence yesterday and carried off large quantities of
Government stores. The Florence steamers, Robb and Dunbar, are safe. They
ran up Cypress Creek at the approach of the enemy. No Injury v?as done to
private property or to the railroad. The enemy Is expected back soon. About
500 Federal cavalry were landed from the gunboats.
Savannah, Habdin County, Tenn., February 10.—About 10 o'clock yesterday

the railroad bridge over the Tennessee River was held by 250 Federals. The
work had not been injured by the enemy. They say that within two weeks they
will have possession of the entire road.
Nashvuxe, February 10.—Passengers who arrived here this evening by steam-

boat state that our scouts report that the Federal infantry and cavalry were
within 4 miles of Fort Donelson on yesterday. Other passengers say that the
Federal gunboats were In sight of the fort on yesterday. A private dispatch
from Clarksville to-day says that Fort Donelson is safe and can not be taken.
The Federals destroyed several spans of the bridge at Florence connecting with
Tuscumbia. There were six steamboats at Florence, two of which were cap-
tured. The other four were set on fire and burned by the citizens of Florence.
A private dispatch received this evening from Decatur says everything is quiet.

The trains will run regularly on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad.
New Obleans, February 10.—Private and general dispatches sustain the

report that reconnoitering g^unboats had gone up the Tennessee River as high as
Florence.
Nashville, February 10.—A private dispatch received last night from Flor-

ence states that the gunboats had left that place. Fort Donelson had been
largely reinforced but no advices received of movements there.

Fulton.
Captain Fox.

Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of
War, transmitting dispatch from Flag-Ofjicer Foote, V . S. Navy,
regarding the urgent need of men.

Navy Department, February 18, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to subjoin a telegraphic dispatch from Flag-

Officer Foote, from the tenor of which you will perceive that the

matter demands immediate attention.

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant,

G. V. Fox,
Assistant Secretary Navy.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

[Enclosure.]

Cairo, February 11.

I trust that the 600 seafaring men will immediately be sent to us.

T am off again to-night with otner gunboats and have to transfer the

men again, which causes the greatest dissatisfaction among them and
30 have run from one steamer to avoid transfer. We suffer for want
of men.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Offlcer.
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Semiofficial letter from. Commander Sanford, U. S. Navy, to Flag-

Officer Foote, TJ . S. Navy, regarding ordnance matters.

Cincinnati, February 12, 1862.

My Dear Flag-Ofticeh: I have but a few moments in which to

write. I am so busy that I have not the leisure even to take my reg-

ular meals. However, that is nothing to the point. What I want
to say is, that you have my most hearty, sincere, and cordial congrat-

ulations on your recent victory, and I have to regret at same time that

I was not with you.
I am pushing up the work on the Arkansas and expect to leav6 here

Saturday evening.
I telegraphed to Pittsburg and Washington for 8-inch guns imme-

diately upon the receipt of your telegram and have them, from Wash-
ington, to be expressed on at once. One of their guns I intend for

the St. Louis; she has but two.

I have just got telegram from Captain Pennock. About 200 addi-
tional rounds to be put up at Pittsburg arsenal, making in all 500
for each gun. Whew ! I pity the poor guns. The ammunition boats
have large and splendid shell rooms and magazines. I trust that
what I have done to these boats will meet with your approval and
my good friend Pennock. It is no small matter, I can tell you, to
fit up such things as these river boats for 800 men and magazines on
one and magazines on the other.

Permit me to suggest the propriety of a guard of 30 soldiers being
obtained from the Army to do duty as marines. The boats will, in
my judgment, absolutely need them. I shall want about five sentries
on mine to make all secure. A second lieutenant could be placed over
them.

I wrote to General Ripley some days since for 300 more swords;
200 of these to be distributed to gunboats, additional to what they
have, and 50 to each of the ammunition boats. I am putting a stiff

piece of timber on guards either side forecastle to receive bolts for
breechings, side tackles, etc., for a 32-pounder. If you did not think
it absolutely necessary for me to come down with the boats I would
go to Pittsburg about the ammunition, but I suppose it is proper that
I should come down with them.

I can not get flatboatmen. They have aU gone into the Army. I
propose sending a first-rate man to Pittsburg to drum up some. I
am told that my best chance is there.

I shall have to. leave nearly all my accounts here unsettled. At
the monient that I can get the stores, etc., on board, shall be off.

Captain Constable, Mr. Wilson writes me, has resigned.
I have had 50 mess cloths made by Haggarty, on a venture, for

the ammunition boats ; not enough, but feared that Captain Pennock
might have some spare ones, and did not wish to load the Govern-
ment with any unnecessary extras.

Yours, sincerely,

J. P. SANrOKD,
Ordnance Officer, Flotilla.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 12, 1862.

One mortar mounted to-dajr. Fifteen men arrived from St. Louis.
Flatboat expected from Cincinnati.

A. H. KlLTT,
Commanding Offlcer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

Letter from Lieutenant Wise, U. S. Navy, to the President, trans-
mitting drawing showing a mounted mortar.

Bureau of Ordnance, Navt Department,
Washington City, February 1^, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the drawing, showing the manner
by which the 13-inch mortars have been mounted on board the squad-
ron commanded by D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy.

I have likewise forwarded a copy of the drawing to Flag-Officer
Foote, at Cairo.

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant,

H. A. "Wise,

Assistant Inspector Ordnance, U. S. Navy.
The President.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 14, 1862.
(Received 10 a. m., 15th.)

Three platforms on mortar boats finished to-day and ready for beds
to-morrow.
Four mortar boats, equipped and manned, started up the river to-

day, but the strength of the current and deficient power of towboats
prevented their making headway.
Arrangements are being made for additional power, and we hope

they will be off to-night.

A. H. KiLTT,
Commanding Officer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

CAmo, February 15, 1862.

(Eeceived 10:30 a. m., 16th.)

Three more mortars mounted to-day and boats equipped ready for

service.

Twenty-three recruits from St. Louis arrived to-day.

A. H. Kilty,
Commanding Officer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.
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Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Foote,

U. S. Navy, regarding the status of officers of the Western flotilla

in relation to pension and discharge.

Navy Department, February 15, 1862.

Sir : Your letter of the 10th instant in relation to disabled officers

has been received. The act of April 23, 1800, provides that " every

officer, seaman, or marine disabled in the line of duty shall be en-

titled to receive for life, or during his disability, a pension from the

United States." The officers appointed by you under the authority

of the Department are entitled to the benefit of this law.

Those who have been disabled by wounds or other casualties, ia

the line of their duty, should not be summarily discharged without

being afforded a reasonable time to provide for themselves.

With respect to discharges for disability so incurred, you will use

a discretion and enquire into the circumstances in each individual

case. The Department has no authority to allow for " clothing de-

stroyed under action."

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,,

GroEON Welles.
Flag-Officer Andrew H. Foote,

Commanding Naval Forces, Cairo, III.

Surrender of Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 16, 1862.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, February 11, 1862.

I think some of the gunboats should be sent up the Cumberland
with the least possible delay to attack Fort Donelson. Troops wiU
be waiting at Paducah to follow them. It is of vital importance
that Fort Donelson [be] reduced immediately.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

Letter from the Assistant Secretary of .War to Tlag-Offlcer Foote, TI. S. Navy,
advising communication with Uajor-General Halleck regarding orders of
Brigadier-Oeneral Grant.

St. Charles Hotel,
Cairo, February 11, 1862.

Dear Sir: Would it not be weU for you to telegraph General
Halleck the order of General Grant in regard to movement of the
gunboat Carondelet and of the boats under Lieutenant Phelps, in-
forming him that you will not be able to leave before to-morrow
night or next morning, under order of General Grant, and ask
whether the boats now in Tennessee River, including the Carondelet,
had not better remain there until you are ready and all forces in
condition to make a successful move?
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He may be making arrangements with General Buell that will
render it necessary to have a few boats to sustain the column of his
land forces within reasonable distance of Fort Donelson.

Yours, respectfully,

Thomas A. Soorr.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy.

Keport of Commaiuler Walke, XT. S. Navy, ocmmandinr IT. S. S. Caroadelet,
regrardln; Inttmotlont received from Brigadier-General Orant, IT. S. Army.

U. S. Gunboat Carondeuet,
Paducah, February 10, 1862.

Sir: I received instructions from General Grant this evening to

proceed with this vessel to Fort Donelson, on the Cumberland River,
to cooperate with our army in that vicinity. I expect to meet you
before I reach there. The Alps will take me in tow. I will coal at

Paducah. General Grant will send the Tyler, Lexington, and Con-
estoga after me.
We heard that you were on your way to Fort Donelson, but I hear

no tidings of you here to-night.

The Tyler had just returned from up the Tennessee River as far

as navigable. She, with the Lexington and Gonestoga, destroyed or

captured all the enemy's boats, broke up their camps, and made a
prize of their new gunboat.

I write this in anticipation of not seeing you before I leave here,

as I am (or the Carondelet is) very slow, and General Grant desires

that I should be at Fort Donelson as soon as I can get there. But I
hope you will overtake me, or send me your orders on this occasion,

as I am now acting upon your general instructions, repeated at Fort
Henry.

I expected to send this letter from here to-night, but I am disap-
'

pointed in this also.

Most respectfully and truly, your obedient servant,

H. Walke, .

*^ Commander, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding V. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Order of TIag-Offlcer Foote, TJ. S. Navy, to lientenant Phelps, TT. S Navy, for the

movement of gunboats np the Cumberland Blver for cooperation wl^h the

Army.

Cairo, Fehmary 10, 1862.

Sir : It is important that all the available gunboats should imme-
diately proceed up the Cumberland River and in cooperation with

the army make an attack on Fort Donelson, and then proceed up to

Clarksville and destroy the bridge, thus preventing all communica-

tion of the rebels between Bowling Green and Columbus, as well as

their communication or means of sending troops to the Tennessee

River. Of this you are well aware. I want you, therefore, with the
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Conestoga, to meet me here, and I will take two or three of the

annored boats with me and then proceed up the Cumberland jn the

furtherance of these views.

I regret that the want of men will render this expedition less effi-

cient than it should be, considering its object, but I trust that we may
accomplish all that is required.

. .

I hope that you will come down to Cairo immediately on receiving

this communication.
t^ _. tt

Show this letter to Commander Walke, if he is still at 1 ort Henry

;

if he is not there, show it to General Grant or to General McClernand.

I am, respectfully, yours,
. ,^ ^

[A. H. Foote],
Flag-Ojficer.

Lieutenant Commanding S. L. Phelps.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., February 17, 1862.

The Carondelet has just arrived from Fort Donelson and brings

information of the capture of that fort by the land forces yesterday

morning, with 15,000 prisoners. Johnson and Buckner taken prison-

ers; loss heavy on both sides. Floyd escaped with 5,000 men during

the night. I go up with the gunboats, and as soon as possible will

proceed up to Clarksville. Eight mortar boats are on their way, with

which I hope to attack Clarksville. My foot is painful, but not dan-

gerous. The army has behaved gloriously. I shall be able to take

but two ironclad gunboats with me, as the others are disabled. The
trophies of war are immense and the particulars will soon be given.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ofjicer.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

U. S. Flagship St. Lottis,

Near Fort Donelson {via Paducah), February 16, 1862.

(Received February 16, 1862.)

I made an attack on Fort Donelson yesterday at 3 o'clock p. m.,

with four ironclad gunboats and two wcioden ones, and after one
hour and a quarter severe fighting, the latter part of the day within
less than 400 yards of the fort, the wheel of this vessel and the tiller

of the Louisville were shot away, rendering the two boats unmanage-
able. They then drifted down the river. The two remaining boats
were also greatly damaged between wind and water, this vessel alone
having received 59 shots and the others about half that number each.

There were 54 killed and wounded in this attack, which we have
reason to suppose would, in fifteen minutes more, could the action
have been continued, have resulted in the capture of the fort bearing
upon us, as the enemy was running from his batteries when the two
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gunboats helplessly drifted down the river from disabled steering
apparatus, as the relieving tackles could not steer the vessels in the
strong currentj when the fleeing enemy returned to the river battery
guns from which they had been driven and again hotly poured fire

upon us. The enemy must have brought over twenty guns to bear
upon our boats from the water battery and the main fort on the hill,

while we could only return the fire with twelve bow guns from the
four boats. One rifled gun aboard the Carondelet burst during the
action.

The officers and men in this hotly contested but unequal fight

behaved with the greatest gallantry and determination, all deploring
the accident rendering two of our gunboats suddenly helpless in the
narrow river and swift current. On consultation with General Grant
and my own officers, as my services here until we can repair damages
by bringing up a competent force from Cairo to attack the fort, are
much less required than they are at Cairo, I shall proceed to that
place with two of the disabled gunboats, leaving the two others here
to protect the transports and with all dispatch prepare the mortar
boats and the Benton with other boats to make aii eflfectual attack
upon Fort Donelson.

I have sent the Tyler to the Tennessee River to render impassable
the bridge, so as to prevent the rebels at Columbus reinforcing their

army at Fort Donelson.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-OficeT, Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Division.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

[Report of same date and like tenor sent to Major-General
Halleck.]

Beport of Flag-Offlcer Foote, T7. S. Navy, transmlttinir list of casualties.

Flagship St. Louis,

Near Fort Donelson, Cumberland River, February 15, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report to the Department that at the

urgent request of Major-General Halleck and* General Grant, who
regarded the movement as a military necessity, although, not in my
opinion properly prepared, I made an attack on Fort Donelson yes-

terday, the 14th instant, at 3 p. m., with four ironclad and two
wooden gunboats, the St. Louis, Carondelet, Louisville, and Pitts-

burg, and the Tyler and Conestoga; and after a severe fight of an
hour and a half, being, in the latter part of the action, less than 400

yards from the fort, the wheel of this vessel, by a shot through her

pilot house, was carried away, and the tiller ropes of the Louisville

also disabled by a shot, which rendered the two boats wholly un-

manageable. They drifted down the river, relieving tackles not

being able to steer or control them in the rapid current. The two
remaining boats, the Pittsburg and Carondelet, were also greatly

damaged between wind and water and soon followed us, as the

enemy rapidly renewed the fire as we drifted helplessly down the

river. This vessel, the St. Louis, alone received 59 shots, 4 be-

tween wind and water, 1 in the pilot house mortally wounding the
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pilot, and others, requiring some time to put her in repair. There
were 54 killed and wounded in this attack, which, notwithstanding
our disadvantages, we have every reason to suppose would, in fifteen

minutes more, could the action have been continued, have resulted in

the capture of the two forts bearing upon us, as the enemy's fire

materially slackened and he was running from his batteries when the

two gunboats helplessly drifted down the river from disabled steering

apparatus, as the relieving tackles could not control the helm in the

strong current, when the fleeing enemy returned to their guns and
again boldly reopened fire upon us from the river batteries which
we had silenced.

The enemy must have brought over twenty heavy guns to bear
upon our boats from the water batteries and the main fort on the side

of the hill, while we could only return the fire with twelve bow guns
from the four boats. One rifled gun aboard the Carondelet burst
during the action.

The officers and men in this hotly contested but unequal fight be-

haved with the greatest gallantry and determination, all deploring
the accident rendering two gunboats suddenly helpless in the narrow
river and swift current.

On consultation with General Grant and my own officers, as my
services here, until we can repair damages, by bringing up a compe-
tent force from Cairo to attack the fort, are much less required than
they are at Cairo, I shall proceed to that point with two of the dis-

abled boats, leaving the two others here to protect the transports, and
with all dispatch prepare the mortar boats and Benton, with other
boats, to make an effectual attack upon Fort Donelson. I have sent
i\vQTyler to the Tennessee River to render impassable the bridge, so
as to prevent the rebels at Columbus reinforcing their army at Fort
Donelson. I am informed that the rebel batteries were served with
the best gunners from Columbus.

I transmit herewith a list of casualties.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces on the Western Waters.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Casualties.

St. ZoMz's.—Killed : Charles W. Baker, ship cook; F. A. RUey
pilot. Wounded: Flag-Officer A. H. Foote"; R. G. Baldwin, pilot;
Charles Smith, boatswain's mate; Antonio Calderio, Thomas Kirk-
ham, seamen; R. H. Medill, carpenter; U. S. Coon, John Thompson,
stamen.

Carondelet.—'K.Wh^: Albert Richardson, Joseph G. Laycock, Al-
bert Markham, William Duff, seamen. Wounded : William Hinton,
pilot (since dead); Samuel S. Brooks, second assistant engineer;
Owen Canty, James Plant, James Bivins, Patrick Laughlin, Edward
Green, C^en Couly, Henry Smith, Pat Sullivan, John Owen, Wil-
Uam B. Roney, seamen ; Thomas Burns, captain of gun ; James Mc-
ladden, seaman; John Doherty, second master; John Diamond
Amos Dutch, seamen; John McBride, ship's cook; Richard Mahoney'
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quartermaster; Richard O'Brien, William Johnson, Patrick O'Brien,
William Thielman, Benjamin Edger, Henry Anderson, Daniel F.
Charles, John Doughty, John Murphy, John M. Connell, seamen.

Pittsburg.—^Wounded : Charles Merwin, George Smith, seamen.
Louisville.—Killed : James Curtis, E. W. Avflla, Charles Billips,

John Williams, seamen. Wounded: Michael Kelly, E. J. Collins,
William Higgins, John Paul, Charles Might, ordinary seamen.

Beport of Flag-Offieer Foote, IT. S. Hayy, from Cairo, HI., transmitting: reports
referring to matters before and after the attack.

Cairo, February 17, 1862.

Sir : I forwarded a dispatch this morning announcing the fall or
capture of Fort Donelson Tby the army.

I leave immediately with a view of proceeding to Clarksville
with eight mortar boats and two ironclad boats, with the Conestoga,
wooden boat, as the river is rapidly falling. The other ironclad
boats are badly cut up and require extensive repairs. I have sent

one of the boats already since my return and ordered a second to

follow me, which, with eight mortars, hope to carry Clarksville.

I have no further information than communicated by telegram
this morning.
Enclosed are papers from Commanders Walke and Dove, referring

to matters the day before and the day after our attack upon Fort
Donelson, which fort we badly disabled in the fight of the 14th.

My foot is much inflamed, but, with care, the surgeon considers,

will soon be better, as I have two days' rest aboard the Gonestoga
before reaching Clarksville.

I leave Fleet Captain Pennock in charge, who is performing excel-

lent service, but we are sadly in want of men. I have ordered 150
carpenters to repair damages.
The Department will please excuse this hasty communication, as

I must leave immediately, and every moment of my time is occupied.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Hon. Gideon WEUiES,
Secretary of the Navy.

P. S.—I have ordered Lieutenant Sanford, on his return with the

ammunition steamers now at Cincinnati, to inform the Ordnance
Department of the loss or disabling of our guns and gun carriages.

Please inform that department.
A. H. F.

[EDclosurea.]

U. S. Gunboat Carondelet,
Near Fort Donelson, Cumberland River, February 15, 1862.

Sir : I arrived here (towed by the Alps) on the 12th instant, about

11 : 20 a. m., and seeing or hearing nothing of our army, I threw a few
shell into Fort Donelson to announce my arrival to General Grant,
as he had previously desired. I then dropped down the river a few
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miles and anchored for the night, waiting General Grant's arrival.

On the morning of the 13th instant, I weighed anchor and came again
to this place, when I received a dispatch from General Grant notify-

ing me of his arrival the day before, and succeeded in getting position

almost entirely investing the enemy's works. " Most of our bat-

teries " (he writes) " are [now] established, and the remainder soon
will be. If you will advance with your gunboats at 10 o'clock a. m.,

we will be ready to take advantage of every diversion in our favor."

I immediately complied with these instructions by throwing some
139 15-second and 10-second shell into the fort, receiving on return
the enemy's fire from all their batteries, most of their shot passing
over us, and but two striking us, one of which was 128 pounds solid

[shot]. It passed through our port casemate forward, glancing over
our barricade at the boilers, and again over the steam drum, it struck
and, bursting our steam heater, fell into the engine room without
striking any person, although the splinters wounded slightly some
half dozen of the crew. I then dropped down to this anchorage, but,
the sound of distant firing being heard, we again attacked the fort,

throwing in some 45 shell and receiving but little damage.
I returned to this place to await for further orders, when I received

a second dispatch from General Grant that you were expected on the
following morning.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, JJ. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

U. S. Gunboat Louisville,
Of Dover, February 16, 1863.

SiH : At 2 : 30 p. m. yesterday, shortly after your departure, I re-
ceived the enclosed dispatch (No. 1) from General Grant.

It seemed of so much importance for us to keep up a show of force
that I decided not to accompany the Pittsburg down the river.
I immediately went on board the Carondelet and St. Louis to see

their condition and consult with their commanders.
The Carondelet could not well be moved, but I ordered up the St.

Louis and followed up with this vessel. The St. Louis threw a few
shells, and toward dark both vessels returned to their former an-
chorage.

At 8:30 p. m. yesterday I received the dispatch marked No. 2, and
early this morning went on board the vessels to give instructions.
The condition of the Carondelefs wounded would not allow them

to be moved or the guns to be used. I sent my own and those of the
St. Louis on board of one of the transports and got underway, steam-
ing up toward the batteries at Fort Donelson, both vessels cleared for
action.

On approaching near enough two white flags were seen flying from
the upper one. I then stopped the gunboats and proceeded in the tug
with a white flag flying, and landed at the foot of the hill below the
fort. I was met by a major, who offered me his sword, which I de-



• NAVAL FOKCES ON WESTERN WATEBS. 589

clined to receive, thinking it most proper to consult with General
Grant. I took the major on board the tug and proceeded up to Gen-
eral Buckner's headquarters, where I found General Wallace and his
aids. General Grant arrived about a half hour afterwards. The
fort had surrendered, but what were the conditions I was not officially
informed.
The transports are all up at Dover to receive the prisoners.
The Carondelet, being most disabled of the gunboats, will go down

this afternoon.
I will remain here with this vessel and the St. Louis until further

orders, or until the fall of the river compels me to go down. The St.
Louis will make a short reconnoissance up the river, at General
Grant's suggestion, this afternoon. This vessel will remain off the
town.
The Graham arrived to-day with the mortar and gunboat ammu-

nition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Benj. M. Dove,
Commander.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commianding Mississippi Flotilla.

Testimony of Uajor-Oeneral L. Wallace, iu the case of Commander Dove, U. S.

Wavy.

Interrogatory 1. Please state your name and rank in the U. S.
Army.
Answer. Lewis Wallace. I have the honor to be a major-genera'l In the U. S.

Army.

Question 2. In what service during the rebellion have you engaged
in which Commander Dove took part ?

Answer. In the combined expedition which resulted in the capture of Forts
Henry and Donelson.

Question 3. Please state to the board, from what you saw of him
at Donelson or other places on the Cumberland and Mississippi

rivers, your opinion as to his conduct and abilities ; also as to his

judgment.

Answer. I am a poor sailor and must be permitted to judge Commander
Dove by results.

I recollect well—indeed, I shall always remember—the disappointment of
the army at Donelson when Commodore Foote's attack upon the water battery

failed.

Our first news of the affair was that the ironclads had all been disabled, and,
with the commander, gone down to Cairo for repairs. Next day in the after-

noon, if my memory is right as to the time, General Charles F. Smith and
myself, under orders, assaulted the rebel line, he on the left of our position,

I on the right While my division was engaged, the guns of the fleet opened
fire again.

I recollect yet the positive pleasure the sounds gave me. I recollect think-

ing, too, of the obstinacy and courage of the commodore, and how well timed
his attack was, if, as I made no doubt, it was made to assist General Smith
and myself—I say the commodore, for at the moment I supposed him yet In

command.
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Now, as to whether the attack was of assistance to us, I don't think there

is room to question It It distracted the enemy's attention, and I fully believe

it was the gunboats, the awful Ironclads especially, that operated to prevent

a general movement of the rebels up the river, or across It, the night before

the surrender.
That opportune attack by the fleet was, I thought, and yet think, of very

great assistance, both In bringing about the* surrender so early and in pro-

ducing for the reason given the net result in the way of prisoners, and that

it saved to the ironclads their reputation 'ior invincibility in the minds of both

the national and rebel armies—a reputation based upon the astonishing success

at Donelson—is, I think, equally Indisputable.

Had the fleet not made an appearance that way, or had it gone down the

river with the commodore, we would have had the ^ame difliculties upon the

Tennessee River when the expedition was subsequently extended up to Savan-
nah and Pittsburg Landing as now almost close the Mississippi.

At the time I was not aware who was in command of the fleet. Since that I

have been Informed It was my gallant friend. Commander Dove. I can not
help believing that the navy on the Western rivers was as much indebted to

him for his promptitude and judgment at Donelson as were General Smith
and myself, and General Grant with us.

Question 4. Please state to the board under what circumstances

you met Commander Dove on the morning of February 16, 1862.

Answer. At daybreak that morning, on the extreme right of our lines, I

formed my division for an assault upon the rebel works.
The formation was in progress when a white flag was brought out, and the

officer in charge, a Major Rogers, of the Second rebel Mississippi, reported as
enquiring for me. I rode forward and met him. He had been sent by General
Buckner to inform me, as commanding officer on the right, that he had capitu-
lated during the night.

Upon this I instantly ordered my command to advance and take possession
of the enemy's works and secure the prisoners and public property.

Sending Major [W. E.] Rogers under escort of one of my aids to General
Grant, I rode into Dover to General Buckner's headquarters.

I found the general, with his staff, at breakfast. Before the war he and I,

and everyone at the table, had been friends, between whom, on several occa-
sions, military courtesies had been interchanged. By invitation, I joined the
party and breakfasted with them while waiting for General Grant
We had been thus engaged, eating and talking the battles over, for probably

three-quarters of an hour, when an officer of the fleet was announced, and Com-
mander Dove entered.

After introducing himself to Buckner, he addressed some enquiries to me,
relative, I think, to the capitulation and its terms. I explained the situation to
him, and told him that I was waiting for General Grant After some general
conversation I think he retired.

His appearance surprised me, and I remember giving way to some jealous
suspicions. I even called the attention of Lieutenant [Addison] Ware, one of
my aids, to the commander's promptitude, and remarked that the navy seemed
to be abroad very early; they were looking for swords, perhaps. I flattered
myself, however, that this time I had been about three-quarters of an hour
ahead of him.

This Is about all the circumstances that I now recall having reference to
Commander Dove.

Lew Wallace,
Major-General Eighth Army Corps
and Cormnanding Middle Department.

Eeport of Commander Walke, TJ. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Carondelet

U. S. Gunboat Carondelet,
Cumherlan-d River, February 16, 1862.

Sir : I hereby report the part which the gunboat Carondelet took
in the bombardment of Fort Donelson on the 14th instant.
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Agreeable to your instructions we weighed anchor at 2 p. m. and
steamed up the river, slowly approaching the fort and keeping a
little in advance of our position, on your extreme left, against the
eastern bank of the river.

At 3 p. m. commenced firing at about a mile distant from the fort,

continuing a deliberate and well-directed firing from the instant
your vessel commenced, and keeping up the same until about 5:30
p. m., and until all the fleet had dropped down the river out of the
enemy's range.
During the engagement one of our rifled guns burst, at about 5 p. m.,

our officers and men serving the remaining two guns faithfully as
long as the enemy were within reach. We suffered most severely
in the latter part of the action, being disabled by a shot striking our
wheelhouse and jamming the wheel, and being the last out of the
enemy's reach.

I am sorry to add that an 8-inch shell, apparently from our flotilla,

burst astern of us, the fragments of which penetrated our casemate.
We were struck with 35 of the enemy's shot, 128-pounders to 32-

pounders, solid. Four of our crew were killed and 32 wounded,
some dangerously, one of whom is our pilot. In all, 46 wounded
since the battle and capture of Fort Henry. Our boats are so much
cut up that I have but one fit for service. We leak badly forward
and aft, and require extensive repairs above and below watermark,
and in almost every department.
The officers and crew (on duty) conducted themselves with admi-

rable coolness and fidelity during the engagement. But I must, in

justice to J. K. Hall, gunner, U. S. Navy, and Edward E. Brennand,
master's mate, state that their intrepid and efficient conduct, under
all emergencies, deserves my highest commendation.
We are in want of coal, provisions, and ammunition.
I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient

servant.
H. Walke,

Commander, U. S. Navy.
Flag-Officer A. H, Foote,

Commanding Z7. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

P. S.—^As we dropped out of the action, the Pittsburg, as she

turned, struck us on our starboard quarter and broke off our star-

board rudder iron.

H. Walke.

[The retained copy of this report in the Walke papers contains an

additional postscript, as follows:]

P. S.—^The above 8-inch shell was fired from the gunboat Tyler

and exploded a short distance astern of us, and a fragment (which

is in my possession) struck the Carondelet and penetrated her stem
casemating, from whence it was taken by the carpenters when they

were repairing the Carondelet at Mound City.*^

H. Walke.
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Beport of Uentenant Thompson, TT. 8. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Fittsborg-

U. S. Gunboat Pittsburg,
Cairo, III., February 17, 1862.

SiH : I would respectfully report to vou my movements from Tues-

day evening, 11th instant, to date, including my participation in the

attack by the gunboats on Fort Donelson.
Underway.—At Cairo, Tuesday, 7:15, p. m., we got underway, in

company with the St. Louis (flagship) and Louisville, and started

up the Ohio River.
Accident to ioiler.—^Wednesday, 2 :45 p. m., a bolt came out of the

boiler, which did not prevent the boat's running, as, owing to the

skill and activity displayed by the chief engineer, the boiler was
repaired sufficiently well to prevent our being left behind to make
repairs, so, at 4 o'clock, we were ready to continue up the river in

company with the other boats of the flotilla.

Alarm of fire.—While those repairs were being made an alarm of

fire was given, owing to the bulkhead on the starboard side of the

engine taking fire from its too close proximity to the boiler. Prompt
action in extinguishing the fire saved us, perhaps, from a fearful

calamity.

Pilot.—At Paducah we took on board another pilot, who remained
with us until Saturday, 15th, 2 p. m., when I allowed him to be trans-

ferred to a transport m need of the services of a pilot.

Wednesday, 12th.—^AVednesday, 12th, 8> p. m., arrived at Smith-
land, at the mouth of the Cumberland River, and there took another
pilot, who was dismissed on our return to Smithland on Monday, 17th,

at 3 : 20 p. m.
Thursday, 13th, protection to boilers.—^Thursday, 13th, had 100

bread bags filled with coal and stowed around the boilers as likely to
afford some protection to the latter against shot. Subsequently, dur-
ing the day, increased that protection by adding the men's hammocks
to the coal bags.

Anchored 2 miles from Donelson.—10 :15 p. m. came to anchor dur-
ing a heavy faU of snow alongside the Carondelet, about 2 miles
this side of Fort Donelson.

Friday, 6 : 30 a. m., carpenter and his men at work preparing cots.

2 :10 p. m., weigh anchor and start toward the fort, gradually ap-
proaching same, m company with the other gunboats, until at 2 : 40
p. m., we fired a round of 15-second shell from our three bow guns.
Still approaching with caution nearer and nearer to the fort, we
continued firing shell, reducing the 15-second to the 5-second fuze,
until within about 450 yards of the fort, up to which time, 4 :15 p. m.,
we had expended 111 rounds of powder, throwing 105 shells and G
rounds of grape, when, discovering that the flag-ship had fallen astern
and all the other boats but one were drifting out of range, and that
we could not float much longer from the way the boat was making
water, I fell downstream andonly kept afloat long enough to get out
of the range of the enemy's guns by running my guns aft, thus
lightening her at the bow, where she had received two large shot
between wind and water. That was the termination of my action
m that affair, which lasted just one hour and thirty-five minutes.
Injuries.—T\i& injuries sustained by the boat are numerous, having

received at least 30 shots. The principal disasters are the two shot
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holes on bow, already alluded to. The next in importance, perhaps,
is a 128-pound round shot through the pilot house, in which at the
time were the four pilots, none of whom were injured. The probable
cause of that shot entering is owing to the pilot house having been
previously struck by a rifle shot near the same spot, which shot
parted and thus weakened the joints of the iron plates in that par-
ticular locality.

Another shot entered the middle bow port, and passed out at the
stern, through the cabin, first cutting its way through a stack of ham-
mocks and coal bags, escape pipe, wheelhouse, etc., not touching a
man.
We are fortunate in having to report but 2 men severely wounded

and not a man killed. The names of the wounded are George Smith,
2d, seaman, whom it was difficult to draw from his gun after receiv-
ing his wounds, he insisting that he could still go on fighting. The
other, quite as brave a seaman, Thomas Merwin by name, had his
skull fractured ; he also wished to join in the fight again after being
for a few moments in the hands of the surgeon. Both men are doing
as well as could be expected.
During the whole time of engaging with the enemy, both officers

and men (the majority of each for the first time under fire) behaved
with proper coolness, and would gladly, I believe, if our disabled con-
dition had not precluded the possibility of it, have continued the
action with gusto, appearing to have just reached the height of the
fighting point when we were compelled to drop downstream.
The two men wounded, I believe to have been struck by pieces of

one of the cast-iron chocks which was hit by one of the many balls

received in and around that quarter.

The pumps on board were not sufficient to keep the boat afloat, nor
had we material of which to construct others. Had this been
the case we might in a short time have put the boat in a condition

to renew the attack, if desirable, for a wnile longer. At 4 :1.5, after

dropping down the river about a mile and a half, we made the boat

fast to the shore ; had leaks stopped by working steadily through the

night as well as the work could be done under the circumstances.

Eemained here until Saturday, 2:15 p. m., when we got underway
for Cairo. 9:45 p. m. came to anchor about 35 miles above Smith-
land, the fog rendering it dangerous to run.

Sunday, 16th, 1:35 p. m.—Got underway again for Cairo. 3: 15,

joint of the safety valve loosened, causing steam to escape so fast as

to fill the gun deck in a few moments. Having repaired valvcj at

11 : 30 got underway, and Monday, I7th, 3 : 20 a. m., arrived at Smith-

land and sent ashore the pilot, as before stated ; continued on our way
down the river until 9 : 50, when we arrived at Cairo, having been

absent, say, five days and fourteen hours.

Keferring to the accompanying communications from the engineer

and carpenter of the boat, I remain, sir.

Most respectfully, your very obedient servant,

Egbert Thompson,
Lieutenant, Comfnanding.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Cairo, III,

y w B—vol, 22 38
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[Enclosure.]

TJ. S. Gunboat Pittsburg,
Cairo, February 17, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the ffunboat Pittsburg

has received a shot in each bow, just opposite the forward casemate,

which will require us to be raised 3 feet out of water to be repaired.

The plank-sheer is also shattered in two places by shot on the star-

board side. There are three sections of the pilot house seriously

injured and some of the other sections broken, and must be repaired.

The signal staff and the after flagstaff shot away and joiner work
of wheelhouse. The starboard hammock netting, the hammock lock-

ers aft of the wheelhouse, the midship skylight and signal locker are

all more or less injured by shot and want repairing. The deck and
beams under the starboard side of pilot house are broken through,

and the after casemate is shot through and shattered ; also the upper
edge of the starboard casemate forward is shattered and the snot

lodged.
There are several other damages, such as ironwork on the bows,

hawse holes, etc., which require repairs.

It is essentially necessary that all of the above be effectually re-

paired.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. W. Bogers,
Carpenter, TJ. S. Gunboat Pittsburg.

Captain [Egbert Thompson],
Commanding TJ. S. Gunboat Pittsburg.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, February 15, 1862.

Everything looksweU. Grant says we can keep them in till mortar
boats arrive. C!ommodore Foote will immediately return from Cairo
with two more gunboats. Troops are moving very rapidly to Fort
Donelson.

H. W. Halleck.
Major-General McClellan.

letter from Brigadier-Oeneral Grant, V. S. Army, to Commander Waike, V. S.
Vary, commanding IT. S. S. Carondelet, requesting an advanoe of gunboats.

Headquarters, Camp in the Field,
Near Fort Donelson, February 13, 1862.

I arrived here yesterday and succeeded in getting positions almost
entirely investing the enemy's works. Most of our batteries are now
established, and the remainder soon will be. If you will advance
with your gunboats at 10 o'clock a. m., we will be ready to take any
advantage of every diversion in our favor.

Respectfully, your obedient servant.

Captain Walke,
Commanding Carondelet, Flotilla.

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General.
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[Telegram.]

February 16, 1862—1 p. m.
How many mortar boats have left Cairo for Cumberland, and when

will they reach there ? Please give me the particulars.

Geo. B. McClellan,
Major-General.

Commodore Foote.

[Telegram.]

Washington, D. C., February 16, 1862—1.10 p. m.
Sorry you are wounded. How seriously ? Your conduct magnifi-

cent. With what force do you return ? I send nearly 600 sailors for
you to-morrow. Give me details

Geo. B. McClellan,
Major-General.

Commodore Foote.

Letter from Brigadier-Oeneral Orant, M. S. Army, to Commander Walke, IT. S.

Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Carondelet, regarding gunboats coming from
Cairo.

Headquarters near Fort Donelson,
February 13, 1862.

Captain : A dispatch just received states that four more gunboats
are on their way from Cairo. Will probably arrive to-morrow
morning.

Respectfully, etc.,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General.

Captain Walke.

P. S.—We are doing well on the land side. How are you ?

Beport of Brigadier-Oeneral V. S. Grant, V. S. Army, commanding army in the
field.

Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862.

General : I am pleased to announce to you the unconditional sur-

render this morning of Fort Donelson, with 12,000 to 15,000 prison-

ers, at least forty pieces of artillery, and a large amount of stores,

horses, mules, and other public property.
'

«

* * * * * *

The evening of the 13th the gunboats and reinforcements arrived.

On the 14th a gallant attack was made by Flag-Officer Foote upon
the enemy's works with the fleet. The engagement lasted probably

an hour and a half, and bid fair to result favorably to the cause of

the Union, when two unlucky shots disabled two of the armored
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boats so that they were carried back by the current. The remaining
two were very much disabled, also having received a number of

heavy shots about the pilot houses, and other parts of the vessels.

After these mishaps I concluded to make the investment of Fort

Donelson as perfect as possible, and partially fortify and await

repairs to the gunboats. This plan was frustrated, however, by
the enemy ihakmg a most vigorous attack upon our right wing,

commanded by General J. A. McClemand, with a portion of the

force under General L. Wallace.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General.

Greneral G. W. Cullum,
Chief of Staff, Department of the Missouri.

[Enclosure No. 1.]

Headquarters,
Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862.

Sir : In consideration of all the circumstances governing the pres-

ent situation of affairs at this station, I propose to the commanding
oificers of the Federal forces the appointment of commissioners to

agree upon terms of capitulation of the forces and post under my
command, and in that view suggest an armistice until 12 o'clock

to-day.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. B. BUCKNER,
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army.

Brigadier-General U. S. Grant,
Commanding U. S. Forces near Fort Donelson.

[Enclosure No. 2.]

Headquarters,
Fort Donelson, February 17, 1862.

Major Cosby will take or send by an officer to the nearest picket of
the enemy the accompanying communication to General Grant, and
request information of the point where future communications will
reach him. Also inform him that my headquarters will be for the
present in Dover.

S. B. BuCKNER,
Brigadier-General.

Have the white flag hoisted on Fort Donelson, not on the batteries.

S. B. BUCKNEK,
Brigadier-General.

[Enclosure No. 3.]

Headquarters Army in the Field,
Camp near Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862.

Sir: Yours of this date, proposing armistice and appointment of
commissioners to settle terms of capitulation, is just received. No
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terms except unconditional and immediate surrender can be accepted.
I propose to move immediately upon your works.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant,
Brigadier-General, Gommandinff.

(Jeneral S. B. Btjcknek,
Confederate Army.

[Enclosure No. 4.]

Headquarters,
Dover, Tenn., February 16, 186£.

Sir : The distribution of the forces under my command incident to
an unexpected change of commanders and the overwhelming force
under your command compel me, notwithstanding the brilliant suc-
cess of the Confederate arms yesterday, to accept the ungenerous and
unchivalrous terms which you propose.

I am, sir, your very obedient servant,

S. B. BUCKNER,
Brigadier-General, 0. S. Army.

Brigadier-General U. S. Grant, U. S. Army.

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel James B. UoPherson, U. S. Army, Chief Engineer.

St. Lotjis, Mo., February 25, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of operations
relating to the capture of Fort Donelson

:

From the capture of Fort Henry on the 6th instant until the 12th
the time was chiefly occupied in making reconnoissances up the Ten-
nessee Eiver to a short distance above Danville and of the roads
leading to Fort Donelson, getting our forces in condition to march
against the latter place and awaiting the cooperation of the gunboats.

* * * * 4> * *

Our forces sent around by water, preceded by the gunboat Caron-
delet, not having arrived, a messenger was dispatched to Fort Henry
for General Wallace to bring over a portion of his division, which
was promptly done, and it was assigned a position in the center.

Wednesday night the gunboat Carondelet arrived, and on Thursday
moved up and bombarded the enemy, doing considerable damage and
silencing one of his 32-pounder guns.*******
Thursday evening the gunboats and reinforcements sent by water

arrived and it was arranged that the gunboats should move up about
2 o'clock Friday afternoon, silence the water batteries, take a posi-

tion opposite and near the town of Dover and shell the rebels out
of their intrenchments near the river, we at the same time sweeping
around with our right and taking possession of a portion of their

works, cutting them oflf from the greater part of their supplies and
driving them back upon our center and left, which were strongly

jjosted to prevent their escape. This movement, however, was des-

tined not to be carried into effect on acount of the failure of the gun-
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boats to silence the water batteries and their being compelled to

withdraw after a bombardment of a couple of hours, having experi-

enced considerable damage.****** *

Respectfully submitted.
Jas. B. McPherson,

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Aid-de-Camp, and Chief Engineer.

Major General U. S. Grant,
Commanding U. S. Forces Department Western Tennessee.

Words of congratulation and sjrmpathy sent by Plagr-Offloer Foote, XT. S.-Navy,

to the snrriTors on the IT. S. S. Carondelet.

Cairo, February 17, 1862.

Flag-Officer Foote, the commander in chief of the naval forces on
the Western waters, while he congratulates the survivors on board

the distinguished gunboat Carondelet for their noble conduct in the

several actions so bravely fought, also sympathizes with the wounded
who have so gloriously periled their lives in honor of the Union and
the dear old flag, and also sympathizes with the friends of the gal-

lant dead, who could not have died in a more glorious cause.

Let us thank God from the heart, and say not unto us alone, but

unto Thy name, O Lord, belongs the glory of the triumph of our arms.

[Endorsement.]

In the handwriting of Flag-Officer Foote, this communication was
sent to the Carondelet to Captain Walke, with orders to return it to

Flag-Officer Foote after being read, which order was obeyed (a copy
having been taken) , and recorded in the log book.

Witnesses

:

H. Walke,
Comm,ander, TJ. S, Navy.

Edwd. E. Brennand,
First Master.

Report of Brigadler-Oeneral Pillow, C. S. Army.

Columbia, Tenn., February 18, 1862.

On the 9th instant General A. S. Johnston ordered me to-proceed to
Fort Donelson and take command of that post. On the 10th instant
I arrived at that place. * * *

On the 13th we had quiet, but we saw the smo^ of a large number
of ^nboats and steamboats a short distance below. We also received
reliable information of the arrival of a large number of new troops,
greatly increasing the strength of the enemy's forces, already said to
be from 20,000 to 30,000 strong.

Battle with the gunboats.

On the 13th these reinforcements were seen advancing in their
position in the line of investment, and while this was being done six
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of the enemy's iron-cased gunboats were seen advancing up the river,

five of which were abreast in line of battle, the sixth some distance
in the rear. When these gunboats arrived within a mile and a half
of our battery they opened fire on the battery. My orders to the
officers. Captain Shuster and Captain Stankiewicz, who commanded
the lower battery of light guns, and Captain Boss, who commanded
the lower battery of four guns, were to hold their fire until the
enemy's gunboats came within point-blank range of their guns. This
they did, though the ordeal or holding their fire while the enemy's
shot and shell fell thick around their position was a severe restraint

to their patriotic impulses, but nevertheless our batteries made no
response until the enemy's gunboats got within range of their guns.
Our entire line of batteries then opened fire. The guns of both were
well served. The enemy constantly advancing, delivering direct fire

against our batteries from his line of five gunboats, while the sixth

boat, moving up in rear of the line, kept the air filled with shells,

which fell thick and close around the position of our batteries. The
fight continued, the enemy steadily advancing slowly up the river, the
shot and shell from fifteen heavy rifled guns tearing our parapets and
plunging deep in the earth around and over our batteries for nearly
two hours and until his boats had reached within the distance of 150
yards of our batteries.

Having come in such close conflict, I could see distinctly the

effect of our shot upon his iron-cased boats. We had given one or two
well-directed shots from the heavy guns to one of his boats, when he
instantly shrunk back and drifted nelpless below the line. Several

shots struck another boat, tearing her iron case, splintering her tim-

bers and making them crack as if by a stroke of lightning, when she,

too, fell back.
Then a third received.several severe shocks, making her metal ring

and her timbers crack, when the whole line gave way and fell rap-

idly back from our fire until they passed out of range. Thus ended
the first severe and close conflict ofour guns—our heavy guns—^with

the enemy's gunboats, testing their strength and the power of our

heavy guns to resist them.
The shot from our 32-pounder guns produced but little effect;

they struck and reboimded, apparently doing little damage. But I

am satisfied by close observation, that the timbers of the framework
did not and could not withstand the shock of the 10-inch columbiad

or 32-pounder rifled guns. These gunboats never renewed the attack.

I learned from citizens living on the river below that one of the

injured gunboats sunk and that others had to be towed to Cairo.

This information may or may not be true, but it is certain that all

of the boats were repulsed and driven back after a most vigorous and

determined attack, and that two of the boats were badly damaged
and a third more or less injured.

It is difficult to overestimate the gallant bearing and heroic con-

duct of the officers and men of our batteries, who so well and so per-

sistently fought the guns until the enemy's determined advance

brought gunboats and guns into such close and desperate conflict,•***
We had fought the battle to open our way for our army and to re-

lieve us from an investment which would necessarily reduce us and
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the position we occupied by famine. We had accomplished our object,

but it occupied the whole day, and before we could prepare to leave,

after taking in the wounded and the dead, the enemy had thrown
around us again in the night an immense force of fresh troops and

reoccupied his original position in the line of investment, thus again

cutting off our retreat. We had only about 13,000 troops, all told.

Of these we had lost a large proportion in the three battles. The
command had been in the trenches night and day for five days, ex-

posed to snow, sleet, mud, and ice and water, without shelter, without

adequate covering, and without sleep.

In this condition the general officers held a consultation to deter-

mine what we should do. General Buckner gave it as his decided

opinion that he could not hold his position half an hour against an

assault of the enemy, and said he was satisfied the enemy would at-

tack him at daylight the next morning. The proposition was then

made by the undersigned, again to fight our way through the enemy's

line and cut our way out. General Buckner said his command was so

worn out and cut to pieces, and so demoralized, that he could not

make another fight ; that it would cost three-fourths its present num-
bers to cut its way out ; that it was wrong to sacrifice three-fourths

to save one-fourth; that no officer had a right to cause such a sacri-

fice. General Floyd and Major Gilmer I understood to concur in this

opinion. I then expressed the opinion that we could hold out another
day, and in that time we could get steamboats and set the command
over the river, and probably save a portion of it. To this General
Buckner replied that the enemy would certainly -attack him in the
morning, and that he could not hold his position half an hour. The
alternative of these propositions was surrender of the position and
command. General Floyd said he would not surrender the command,
nor would he surrender himself prisoner. I had taken the same posi-
tion. General Buckner said he was satisfied nothing else could be
done, and that, therefore, he would surrender the command if placed
in command. General Floyd said he would turn over the command
to me, I passing it to General Buckner, if General Floyd would be
permitted to withdraw his command. To this General Buckner con-
sented. Therefore the command was turned over to me, I passing
it instantly to General Buckner, saying I would neither surrender the
command nor myself. I directed Colonel Forrest to cut his way out.
Under these circumstances General Buckner accepted the command,
and sent a flag of truce to the enemy for an armistice of six hours, to
negotiate for terms of capitulation. Before this flag and communica-
tion was delivered, I retired from the garrison.*******

Gideon J. Pillow,
Brigadier-General, G. S. Army.

Captain Clarence Derrick,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Adjutant and Inspector-General's Office,

^^ . ,
September 17,1862.

Omcial

:

John Withers,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Qilmer, Chief Engineer, upon the Defenses of Forts
Henry and Sonelson.

Engineer's Office,
Decatur, Ala., March 17, 1862.

Colonel: In obedience to General Johnston's orders of January
29, received at Nashville, I proceeded the next day to Fort Donelson
and thence to Fort Henry, to inspect the works and direct what was
necessary to be done at both.

I arrived at Fort Henry the afternoon of the 31st, when I met
Brigadier-General Tilghman, commanding the defenses on the
Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. By the exertions of the command-
ing general, aided by Lieutenant Jos. Dixon, his engineer officer, the
main fort (a strong fieldwork of fine bastion front) had been put in

a good condition for defense, and seventeen guns mounted on sub-
stantial platforms ; twelve of which were so placed as to bear well on
the river. These twelve guns were of the following description : One
10-inch columbiad, one rifled gun of 24-pounder caliber (weight of
ball 62 pounds) , two 42-pounders, and eight 32-pounders, all arranged
to fire through embrasures formed by raising the parapet between the

guns with sand bags, carefully laid.

In addition to placing the main work in good defensive order, I

found that extensive lines of infantry cover had been thrown up by
the troops forming the garrison, with a view to hold commanding
ground that would be dangerous to the fort if possessed by the enemy.
These lines and the main work were on the right hand of the

river, and arranged with good defensive relations, making the place
capable of offering a strong resistance against a land attack coming
from the eastward.
On the left bank of the river there was a number of hills within

cannon range that commanded the river batteries on the right bank.

The necessity of occupying these hills was apparent to me at the

time I inspected Fort Henry, early in November last, and on the

21st of that month Lieutenant Dixon, the local engineer, was ordered

from Fort Donelson to Fort Henry, to make the necessary surveys

and construct the additional works. He was at the same time in-

formed that a large force of slaves, with troops to protect them, from
Alabama, would report to him for the work, which was to be pushed
to completion as early as possible.

The surveys were made by the engineer and plans decided upon
without delay, but by some unforeseen cause the negroes were not

sent until after the 1st of January last. Much valuable time was
thus lost, but under your urgent orders, when informed of the delay,

General Tilghman and his engineers pressed these defenses forward

so rapidly, night and day, that when I reached the fort (31st January
last) they were far advanced, requiring only a few days' additional

labor to put them in a state of defense; but no guns had been re-

ceived that could be put in these works except a few fieldpieces, and,

notwithstanding every effort had been made to procure them from
Richmond, Memphis, and other points, it was apprehended they

would not arrive in time to anticipate the attack of the enemy, which,

from the full information obtained by General Tilghman, was
threatened at an early day, either at Fort Henry or Fort Donelson,
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or possibly on both at the same time. The lines of infantry cover,

however, which had been thrown up, were capable of making a strong

resistance, even without the desired artillery, should the a.ttack be

made on that (the left) bank of the river. Experimental firing with

the 10-inch columbiad, mounted in main work, showed a defect in the

cast-iron carriage and chassis, which threatened to impair the useful-

ness of this most important gun. With the ordinary charge of 16

pounds of powder, the recoil was so great as to cause most violent

shocks against the rear hurter, threatening each time to dismount

the piece. With the aid of an ingenious mechanic, clamps were

finally made which served to resist, in some degree, the violence of

recoil. With this exception, the guns bearing on the river were in

fair working order.

After the batteries of the main work were mounted General Tilgh-

man found much difficulty in getting competent artillerists to man
them, and he was not supplied with a sufficient niumber of artillery

officers.

Impressed with the great deficiency in the preparations for de-

fending the passage of the river at Fort Henry, the commanding
officer expressed to me his fears that it might cause disaster if the

place were vigorously attacked by the enemy's gunboats. This he
thought his greatest danger.
In conjunction with General Tilghman, I made every effort during

the three days I remained at Fort Henry to get all the works and
batteries in as good condition for defense as the means at hand would
permit. The third of February we went over to Fort Donelson to

do the same. The works there required additions to prevent the enemy
from occupying grounds dangerous to the river catteries and the
fieldwork, which had been constructed for the immediate defense
landward.

It was also important that better protection should be made for the
heavy guns (mounted for the defense of the river) by raising the
parapet with sand bags between the guns, to give greater protection
to the gunners.
The 3d and 4th days of February were devoted to making prepara-

tions for this work and locating hues of infantry coVer on the com-
manding ground around the fort.

In the midst of these labors, on the 4th, heavy firing was heard in
the direction of Fort Henry, which warned General Tilghman that
the enemy had made his attack upon that work. This was soon con-
firmed by a report from Colonel Heiman, to the effect that the gun-
boats had opened fire and that troops were being landed on the right
bank of the river, 3J to 4 miles below the fort. The general decided
to return to the Tennessee River at once, and expressed, with some
anxiety, a wish that I would accompany him. I finally took the re-

sponsibility of doing so, with the hope that my professional serv-

ices might possibly prove useful during the defense. On arriving
at Fort Henry, we found the enemy had landed additional troops
below, and that every preparation was being made to attack by land
and water.
The necessary dispositions for defense were at once entered upon

by making a special organization of the troops and assigning com-
mands to the officers.
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Early the next morning, 5th February, the troops were drawn
out under arms and marched to the respective points each body was
to defend ; this with a view to insure order in case it became neces-
sary to form promptly in face of the enemy. The main body of the
forces was assigned to the defense of the advanced lines of mfantry
cover, where they were in measure beyond the range of shot and shell
from the gunboats, and the troops inside of the main fort were to be
limited to the men who had received some instructions in the use of
heavy guns and such additional force as could be useful in bringing
up full supplies of ammunition. Those assigned to the fort were prac-
ticed at the battery under the immediate supervision of the command-
ing officer, and each one taught, with as much care as possible, his
duty in anticipation of the threatened attack.

In such preparations the day was consumed, and it was only at
nightfall that the troops were relieved, to seek food and rest, it being
quite apparent that the enemy would not attack until next day.

Attack on Fort Henry, 6th February, 186Z.

During the early part of the day preparations of the enemy for an
advance with his gunboats could be observed from the fort ; also the
movements of troops at their encampments along the bank of the
river below, making it evident that we were to be attacked by land
as well as by water.

About half past 11 o'clock one of the gunboats had reached the
head of the island, about IJ miles below our batteries ; another soon
followed, then a third, and a fourth—all coming as nearly abreast

as the width of the river would permit. As soon as this line was
formed, a rapid fire was opened upon our works (about half past 12
o'clock), wliich was returned with spirit by our gunners, who were
all at their places, eager for the contest. In a short time after, the

rifled cannon burst, killing 3 of the men at the piece and disabling

a number of others.

The effect of this explosion was very serious upon our artillerists

—

first, because it made them doubt the strength oi these large guns to

resist the shock of full charges, and, secondly, because much was
expected from the long range of rifled cannon against the gunboats.

Still, all stood firmly to their work under a most terrific fire from the

advancing foe, whose approach was steady and constant.

From the rear of their lines a fifth gunboat was observed to be
firing curvated shot, many of which fell within the work, but to the

fear of our guns. Many shot and shell were lodged in the parapet,

making deep penetrations, but in no case passing Sirough unless they
struck the cheek of an embrasure. One of the 32-pounder guns was
struck by a heavy shell passing through the embrasure. All the

gunners at this piece were disabled and the gun rendered unfit for

service.

About the same moment a premature discharge occurred at one of

the 42-pounder guns, causing the death of 3 men and seriously in-

juring the chief of the piece and others.

Not many moments later it was observed that the 10-inch columbiad
was silent, the cause of which was at once examined into by General
Tilghman, and it was found that the priming wire had been jammed
and broken in the vent. A blacksmith (I regret I can not recall the
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name of the gallant soldier) was sent for and he labored with great

coolness for a long time, exposed to the warmest fire of the enemy,

but in spite of his faithful and earnest efforts the broken wire re-

mained in the vent, making this important gun unserviceable for the

continued contest. By this time the gunboats, by a steady advance,

had reached positions not over six or seven hundred yards from the

fort. Our artillerists became very much discouraged when they saw
the two heavy gims disabled, the enemy's boats apparently uninjured

and still drawing nearer and nearer. Some of them even ceased to

work the 32-pounder guns, under the belief that such shot were too

light to produce any effect upon the ironclad sides of the enemy's
boats.

Seeing this. General Tilghman did everything that it was possible

to do to encourage and urge his men to further efforts. He assisted

to serve one of the pieces himself for at least fifteen minutes, but his

men were exhausted, had lost all hope, and there were none others to

replace them at the guns. Finally, after the firing had continued
about an hour and five minutes, but two guns from our batteries re-

sponded to the rapid firing of the enemy, whose shots were telling

with effect upon our parapets. It was then suggested to the general
that all was lost, unless he could replace the men at the guns by
others who were not exhausted. He replied, " I shall not give up
the work," and then made an effort to get men from the outer lines

to continue the struggle. Failing in this, he sent instructions to

the commanders of the troops in the exterior lines to withdraw their

forces. As soon as this movement was commenced, confusion among
the retiring troops followed—many thinking it intended for a rapid
retreat to escape from the enemy's forces, expected to approach from
the point of landing below. A few moments later the flag was
lowered.

From information received, the strength of the enemy was esti-

mated at 9,000 men. These forces were advancing to cut off the com-
munications with Fort Donelson. Probably the movement would
have proved a success had the garrison remained a few hours longer.
Our force at Fort Henry was about 3,200, of which less than 100

were surrendered with the fort.

The fall of Fort Henry, and the power of the enemy to strike at
once with an immense force at Fort Donelson, made it necessary that
the army at Bowling Green should be withdrawn to a point which
would secure a prompt passage to the Cumberland River. The
vicinity of Nashville seemed the proper position. If the enemy were
defeated at Donelson, with prompt reinforcements there was still a
hope that your army might resist the invader and defend that city

;

if Donelson fell, it could be promptly passed to the south bank of
the river.

Defense of Fort Donelson.

The capture of Fort Henry was, for the enemy, a great success,
which, it was felt, would embolden him to make an early attack upon
Fort Donelson.
To meet this, every effort was made to strengthen the defenses.

Lmes of infantry cover were laid out on commandmg grounds around
the place, and fatigue parties were daily employed m their construe-
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tion. To aid the local engineer in the work of defense, I remained
at the fort the 7th, 8th, and 9th of February, when General Pillow
took command of the whole. At his request I asked and received
authority to remain and aid in the defense.

Immediately on his arrival, the general took active measures to
inform himself as to the character of the defenses, and had the addi-
tional works pressed forward with the greatest activity. Having
received reinforcements, and others being expected daily, the lines

of infantry cover were extended so as to embrace the town of Dover,
where many of our munitions were stored. The time for these works
being decided upon, they were at once pressed to completion, and the
batteries for the defense of the river strengthened.
By the night of the 12th these were in readiness, and the heavy

guns recently received at the fort were mounted. To provide an ample
force of artillerists to work the heavy guns through a long-continued
attack. General Pillow detailed Captain R. R. Ross and his company
of well-drilled men from his battery, to aid in the river defense. The
selection of this officer and his command proved most fortunate, as in

the obstinate attack that was made by the gunboats they performed
noble and effective service.

Brigadier-General Buckner arrived at Fort Donelson on the after-

noon of the 12th.

In the meantime the enemy had landed in large force on the bank
of the river below, and other troops were brought over from Fort
Henry. The smoke of his gunboats was seen in the distance, warning
us that a combined attack was to be expected. Skirmishes were fre-

quent between our pickets and the enemy's forces advancing to

meet us.

On the 13th the besiegers opened with artillery upon our land
defenses, and their sharpshooters annoyed our men constantly when-
ever exposed above the infantry covers, as at the field batteries. One
of the gunboats commenced firing upon the river batteries early in

the day, throwing shot and shell at long range.

The same morning General Floyd arrived with reinforcements,

including three batteries of field artillery, which were placed in posi-

tion as promptly as possible. The enemy's fires were kept up
throughout the day, and responded to with spirit by our artillery

and infantry. In the afternoon an attempt was made to storm the

intrenchments on the heights near our center, but failed, the assail-

ants being handsomely repulsed. One of the guns in the river bat-

teries was struck by a heavy shot from the gunboat, disabling the

carriage and killing Lieutenant Joseph Dixon, the local engineer

officer. Our total loss during the day was considerable, but I am
unable to report numbers.
The contest of the day closed. The enemy had gained no footing

on our works nor produced any important impression upon them.

But our forces were much fatigued, having been under arms a,ll day,

and this after three or four days' hard labor upon the intrenchments.

To add to their sufferings it turned suddenly cold in the afternoon,

and at dark commenced snowing and continued the greater part of

the night. Inclement as was the weather, it was necessary (to guard
against surprise) that the troops should be all night in position along

the lines of infantry cover. The next day, the 14th, the besiegers
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brought up large reinforcements, just landed from numerous trans-

ports, and extended their lines, in great strength, toward their right,

enveloping our extreme left. They took positions that placed it in

their power to plant batteries on the river bank above and cut oil our

communications. Such appeared to be their design. In consequence

of these movements the firing of the enemy was less frequent than on

the previous day.
i . j •

Early on this afternoon the gunboats were observed to be advancmg

to attack the river batteries, and at 3 o'clock a vigorous fire was

opened from five boats approaching en echelon. Our gunners re-

served their fire until the gunboats had come within effective range,

and then, at a signal, every gun was fired—twelve in number. This

fire told with great effect, penetrating the iron sides of the boats.

The firing now became terrific, the enemy still advancing. In rear of

the five boats first engaged a sixth was reported throwing curvated

shot, which passed over our works, exploding in the air ]ust above.

After some time one of the boats was seen to pull back, probably dis-

abled by our shot. The others continued to advance, keeping up a

rapid fire.

Our batteries were well served and responded with great effect, dis-

abling, as it was believed, two more of the gunboats. The engage-

ment lasted until ten minutes after 4 o'clock, the gunboats having

approached to within 300 or 400 yards of our guns, when they with-

drew from the contest. Our batteries were uninjured, and not a man
in them killed.

The repulse of the gunboats closed the operations of the day,

except a few scattering shot along the land defenses. It was evident,

however, from the movements of numerous bodies of troops around
our linesj that the enemy had resolved to invest us, and, when pre-

pared, to attack us in overwhelming numbers or press us to a capitu-

lation by cutting off supplies and reinforcements.

Generals Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner met in council soon after

dark; I was present. After an interchange of views, it was decided

to attack the enemy on his extreme right and right center at 5 o'clock

in the morning. It was believed that the enemy might be driven

back and an opportunity secured to withdraw in safety our forces;

that possibly greater advantages might be gained by the attack,

which, if well followed up on our part, would result in disaster to the
invaders.

This being decided upon, the brigade commanders were at once
sent for, and the positions for their respective commands in the order
of attack assigned. Brigadier-General Pillow was to direct the
movement against the right of the enemy; Brigadier-General
Buckner that against his right center, advancing along the Wynn's
[Winn's] ferry road. A few regiments were to remain to guard the
lines.

About 5 o'clock next morning (the 15th) the left wing, under Gen-
eral Pillow, moved to the attack. Brisk fires were opened and kept
up by the enemy, and responded to with spirit from our lines, his
men generally overshooting, while ours were constantly warned to
aim low.



NAVAL FOBCES ON WESTERN WATBBS. 607

The enemy's fire, after some time, extended toward their extreme
right, indicating a design to turn our left. To meet this, a body of
troops, under Brigadier-General B. K. Johnson, made a flank move-
ment and met the foe. After a long struggle, the enemy finally gave
way, at first falling back slowly. Our troops pressed forward, and
about half past 9 o'clock his right wing was in full retreat. Now,
the cavalry on our extreme left was brought up and charged with
effect on the retreating enemy. Six fieldpieces were captured at
different points, and, at a later hour of the day, brought within the
line of intrenchments. Our success against the right wing was
complete.

I now accompanied General Pillow across the field to the point of
attack assigned to General Buckner's division. On our arrival there
his division was in rear of the lines of infantry covers, the general
and his officers encouraging the troops to renew the attack on the
enemy, who still held position in their front. General Buckner
stated that he had, soon after the firing of General Pillow's forces was
heard, opened on the enemy with artillery, and followed it up by
sending forward two of his best regiments to the assault; that they
moved forward over the infantry covers with spirit, and advanced
steadily and in order against the enemy. They were soon exposed
to heavy fires of small arms, and of a field battery planted in their
front; and they responded well for some time to the volleys of the
besiegers, but finally their ranks were thrown into confusion, and
they fell back rapidly in rear of our intrenchments. General Buck-
ner continued to encourage his men, feeling that a little time was
necessary to overcome the dispiriting effects of the repulse earlier

in the day. In the meantime, the fires of our left wing were heard
steadily advancing, driving the enemy back upon his right center.

This was referred to with encouraging effect upon General Buck-
ner's division. Artillery fires were Kept up against the enemy in
his front, and soon afterwards he moved forward with his division
to renew the attack. The enemy being now pressed in front of his
center by this advance and on his right flank Iby the pursuing forces

of General Pillow's division, retreated rapidly for some distance
toward his left wing; but, receiving heavy reinforcements, the pur-
suit was checked, and finally the retreating foe made a firm stand,
opening from a field battery, strongly supported by masses of in-

fantry.

About 1 o'clock an order was given by General Pillow recalling our
forces to the defensive lines. Our forces having returned, they were
ordered to the positions they occupied the day previous, involving a
march of over a mile for the troops on the extreme right. The enemy
at the same time advanced with his reinforcements to attack that
flank, and by a prompt movement succeeded in effecting a lodgment
within the lines just as our exhausted forces arrived.

A vigorous attempt to dislodge him failed, and at length our men,
having suffered much, fell back, leaving him in possession of that
portion of our defenses. The advantage gained by the enemy placed
him in position to assault our right in rull force with his fresh troops
next morning. Such was the condition of affairs when the darkness
of night closed the bloody struggle of the day. In course of the
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night Generals Floyd, Pillow, and Buckner met in council. I was
not present.

The following morning about 3 o'clock I was told by General Pil-

low that a surrender had been decided on. He invited me to join

himself and staff as they were not included in the proposed surrender.

This I accepted, and accompanied him to Clarkesville and Nashville,

where I had the honor to report to you in person.

From information received the strength of the enemy at Donelson

was estimated to be about 50,000. Our effective force was about

15,000.

The surrender at Fort Donelson made Nashville untenable by the

forces under your command. Situated in a wide basin, intersected

by a navigable river in possession of the invader, approached from
all directions by good turnpike roads, and surrounded by command-
ing hills, involving works of not less than 20 miles in extent, the city

could not be held by a force less than 50,000. With all the reinforce-

ments to be hoped for, your army could not be raised to that number
before the place would have been attacked by heavy forces of the

enemy, both by land and water. The alternative was to withdraw
to the interior of the State of Tennessee.

J. F. GUiMER,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Engineer,

Western Department.
Colonel W. W. Mackall,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Western Department,
Decatur, Ala.

[Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February 10, 1862.

The attack expected here is a combined one; gunboats by water
and a land force in the rear.

The greatest danger, in my opinion, is from the gunboats, which
appear to be well protected from our shot. The effect of our shot at

Fort Henry was not sufficient to disable them, or any one of them,
so far as I have been able to ascertain. This was due, I think, in a
great measure to the want of skill in the men who served the guns,
and not to the invulnerability of the boats themselves.

I saw five gunboats during the attack on Fort Henry, each firing

three heavy guns from ports in the bow. It has been reported from
various sources that there were seven boats in the Tennessee River at

the time of the attack. Only five were engaged at any one time, in

my opinion.

With the preparations that are now being made here I feel much
confidence that we can make a successful resistance against a land
attack. The attack by water will be more difficult to meet. Still I
hope for success here also.*******

J. F. GiLMBK,
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department.

Colonel W. W. Mackall,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bowling Green, Ky.

^
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[Telegram.]

Bowling Green, February 11, 1862.
Twice to-day I have telegraphed to you to command all the troops

and use your judgment. Your report of the eflFect of our shot at
Henry should encourage the troops and insure our success. If [at]
the long range we could do so much damage, with the necessary short
range on the Cumberland [we] should destroy their boats.

A. S. Johnston.
Brigadier-General Floyd.

[Telegram.]
*

Bowling Green, February 12, 1862.

My information from Donelson is that a battle will be fought in
the morning. Leave a small force at Clarksville and take the
remainder, if possible, to Donelson to-night. Take all the ammuni-
tion that can be spared from Clarksville. The forces at Elkford
[Elk Fork?] and Whippoorwill bridges have been ordered to Clarks-
ville.

A. S. Johnston,
General.

General Floyd,
Cumberland City.

[Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February 12, 1862.

We shall have a battle in the morning, I think, certainly, and an
attack by gunboats. The enemy are all around my position and
within distance to close in with me in ten minutes march. One
gunboat came to-day and fired fifteen or twenty shells and retired.

We gave no reply. I have sent' up to Cumberland City for Baldwin's
two regiments. Feel sanguine of victory, though I am not fully

ready. I have done all that it was possible to do, and think I will

drive back the enemy.
GiD. J. Pillow,

Brigadier-General, C. S. Army.
General Floyd,

Clarksville.

Operator will repeat to General Johnston and Governor Harris.
Gid. J. Pillow.

[Telegram.]

Cumberland City, [February} 12, [1862].

One gunboat made its appearance in sight of Fort Donelson this

morning about 10 o'clock and opened a fire on the fort without in-

jury, which fire the fort returned, when the boat retired. The Fed-

N w E—VOL 22 39
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erals have landed in force, and the battle with light artillery com-

menced this evening. They are reported to have 10,000 or 12,000.

We have the same nmnber, probably more, to meet them. The
steamer giving this news says when it left the battle was raging,

but knows nothing further. I will telegraph you as fast as the news
comes. Generals Pillow and Buckner are there.

R. C. WiNTERSMITH.

Governor Isham G. Harris,
Nashville, Tenn.

[Telegram.] ,

Cumberland City, February 13, 1862—1 : 30 p. m.

I anticipated your order which overtook me here. Shipping the
balance of the troops from this point to Fort Donelson. I will

reach there before day, leaving a small guard here.

Jno. B. Floyd,
Brigadier-General.

General Johnston.

I Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February 13, 1862—9:50 a. m.
The enemy's gunboats are advancing. They are in force around

our entire works. Our field defenses are good. I think we can
sustain ourselves against the land forces. I reached here this morn-
ing at daylight.

Floyd,
General.

General Johnston.

[Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February 13, 1862.
After two hours' cannonade the enemy has hauled ofF their gun-

boats; will commence, probably, again. The attack on our intrench-
ments has been feeble, confined almost exclusively to fieldpieces up
to this hour (11:30).

r t-

Jno. B. Floyd,
_ , ., Brigadier-General.
General Johnston.

[Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February 13, 1868—Night.
I learn from what seems to be reliable authority, gathered from

different sources, that the enemy are concentrating up on the Ten-
nessee River a force of 50,000 men or even more. They are said to
be bringing reinforcements from the Tennessee here to-night, with
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the view of turning our position and intercepting our boats at Ran-
dolph Forge, 6 miles above us, which is practicable with artillery;
then the road to Nashville would lay open to them.

Jno. B. Floyd,
Brigadier-General.

General Johnston.

[Talegram.]

Nashville, February 13, 186X.

The following telegram from General Floyd contains the latest in-

formation from Fort Donelson

:

Febbuaby 13.

The day is closed, and we have maintained onrselves fully by land and water.
The cannonade at one time was quite sharp. The attack on our trenches was
not very severe. The gunboats, after two assaults, retired at an early hour in
the evening. I presume battle will be fought to-morrow. We will endeavor
to hold our position if we are capable of doing so. Our casualties are not great

;

the enemy's, I have no doubt, are much greater.

John B. Floyd,
Brigaiier-Oeneral.

A. S. Johnston,
General, C. S. Army.

J. P. Benjamin,
Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

FoKT Donelbon, February 14, 1862.

The enemy have reached the ground near the fort with eight or
ten gunboats, I am uncertain which, and fifteen transports, reported
to have on board near 20,000 men. They are now landing. This makes
their force nearly 40,000 strong. I wiU fight them this evening.

Jno. B. Floyd,
Brigadier-General.

General Johnston.

[Telegram.]

FoKT Donelson, February 14, 1863.

The enemy are assaulting us with a most tremendous cannonade
from gunboats abreast the batteries, becoming general around the

whole line. I will make the best defense in my power.
Jno. B. Floyd.

General Johnston.

Operator at Donelson says gunboats passed and are right on him.
[G. WO Trabue,

Supenntendent.
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[Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February IJf, 1868.

The fort holds out. Three gunboats have retired. Only one firing

now.
Jno. B. Floyd,
Brigadier-General.

General Johnston.

[Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February H, 1862.

The fort can not hold out twenty minutes. Our river batteries

working admirably. Four gunboats advancing abreast.

Jno. B. Floyd,
Brigadier-General, G. S. Army.

General Johnston.

[Telegram.]

Fort Donelson, February 14, 1862.

The gunboats have been driven back. Two, it is said, seriously

injured. I think the fight is over to-day.

Jno. B. Floyd,
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army.

General A. S. Johnston.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, February 14, 1862.

The following dispatch just received from Fort Donelson:

We have just had the fiercest fight on record between our guns and ten gun-
boats, which lasted two hours. They reached within less than 200 yards of our
batteries. We drove them back, damaging two of them badly and crippled a
third very badly. No damage done to our battery and not a man killed.

GiD. J. Pillow, .

Commander.

N. Wickliffe,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Polk. .

[Telegram.]

Edgefield, [Tenn.], February 14, 1862.

If you lose the fort, bring your troops to Nashville if possible.

A. S. Johnston,
General.

General Floyd,
Fort Donelson.
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters,
Huntsville, Ala., March 3, 186£.

My fight with the gunboats at Donelson proved that they could
not withstand heavy metal. To fight them successfully I suggest, as
the result of experience, the importance of holding your fire for point-
blank range ; also the importance of having all your shot and shell for
rifle well greased with tallow to avoid the danger of bursting the gun.
I did it under long and continued fire with perfect safety. The Fed-
eral officers admitted at Donelson that their gunboats could not stand
the fire of heavy metal. I disabled four of the five whose fire I
returned.

GiD. J. Pillow,
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army.

Major-General Polk,
Columbus, Ky.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, Tenn., February 17, 1862.

Fort Donelson was surrendered at 4 : 10 p. m. yesterday, after most
gallant defense. Floyd saved about 1,000 men. He and Pillow are
here. Buckner surrendered after they left. This army is across the
Cumberland.

Secretary of War.

A. S. Johnston,
General.

[Telegram.]

Washington, February 16, 1862.

I am directed to inform you that 600 men will leave here to-morrow
direct to Cairo, to report to the senior naval officer on their arrival.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Flag-Officer Foote.

[Telegram.]

Washington, February 16, 1862.

How many mortar boats have left Cairo for Cumberland, and when
will they reach there ? Please give me the particulars.

G. B. McClellan,
Com/mander in Chief, U. S. Army.

Commodore Foote.
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[Telegram.]

-^-^EBRUARY 17, [1862]—1 p. m.

Fort Donelson has fallen with 15,000 prisoners, Buckner and

[B. K.] Johnson. Floyd escaped with 5,000.

Please get off to Annapolis the two howitzers for the Sportsman
and as many IX-inch shrapnel as you can before to-morrow night.

H. A. Wise,

Captain Dahlgren,
Navy Yard, [Washingtori].

Assistant Inspector.

[Telegram.]

Caiko, February. 17, 1862.

(Received 18th.)

Two mortars mounted to-day. No men have arrived.

A. M. Pennock,
Senior Officer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 18, 1862.

(Received 19th.)

One mortar mounted to-day and seven platforms for beds nearly
completed.

A. M. Pennock,
Commanding Officer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

[Februart 17, 1862.]

Flag-Officer Foote would like to have the Lexington sent up as
soon as possible for service on the Cumberland, with orders to report
to him.

S. L. Phelps.
Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy,
in relation to the appointment by the Treasury Department of a
special agent for the State of Tennessee.

Navy Department, February 18, 1862.

Sir' The Secretary of the Treasury informs this Department that
he has, with the approval of the President, appointed Allen A. Hall,
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esq., of Tennessee, special agent to proceed to that State with the
forces of the United States, to receive and take charge of all cotton,
tobacco, and other products or property which it may become proper
to seize as forfeited or abandoned to the United States, etc.

You will, therefore, so far as your command pertains, afford Mr.
Hall protection, and also such facilities for executing his mission
as may not be incompatible with your military duties, and as, in
your judgment, may be proper.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Weli^.
Flag-Oflacer A. H. Foote,

Commanding V. S. Gunboat Flotilla, Cairo, III.

Report of Lieutenant Phelps, U. S. Navy, recommending the comple-
tion of the captured Confederate steamer Ea^tport.

U. S. Gunboat Conestoga,
Fort Donelson, February 18, 1862.

Sir: The rebel gunboat Fastport, recently captured by the divi-

sion of the flotilla on the Tennessee under my. command, can be com-
pleted at little cost and in very little time. The material brought
down with her is more than enough to complete her. Her machinery
is complete and is of first quality, while the boilers have been dropped
into the hold. The hull is sheathed with oak planking and the
bulkheads, both fore and aft and thwartships, are also of oak, and
all of the best workmanship. The side timbers of the casemate are
complete.
The Ea^tport is beautifully modeled, the hull is in excellent con-

dition, and she can be made capable of enduring the fire of the
batteries, while her speed and manageable qualities will render her
specially useful in this river service. Such a gunboat is very much
needed, as the iron-plated boats are verj' slow and the old side-wheel

boats are mere shells, liable to be disabled by a single shot from a
fieldpiece while off on dispatch or reconnoitering service. I, there-

fore, respectfully recommend that the Eastport be at once completed
and fitted out.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. L. Phelps,
Lieutenant, Commanding, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

I fully concur in opinion with Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, as

we want a fast steamer capable of resisting shot, which we have not,

for the purpose of towing the slow ironclad steamers either in or out

of action, and for making a reconnoissance near forts, etc.
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I therefore earnestly recommend that authority be given me to have

theEM iron-pJed and converted into a gunboat, which I pre-

sume wifi not exceed the sum of $20,000.
^ ^ ^^^^

Flag-Offlcer.

Hon. Gideon "Welles,

Secretary of the Aavy.

P S—This paper may require the action of General Meigs, Quar-

termaster-Generaf, and i'f so, I respectfully ask that it be referred.

[Telegram.]*******
February 18, 1862.

Don't let gunboats go higher than Clarksville. Even then they

must limit their operations to the destruction of the bridge and return

immediately to Cairo, leaving one at Fort Donelson. Mortar boats to

be sent back to Cairo as soon as possible.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

General Grant.

Official

:

S. A. HURLBUT,
Brigadier-General, U. S. V.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 19, 1862.

(Received 20th.)

The storm has prevented our mounting any mortars to-day.

A. M. Pennock,
Commanding Oificer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

Occupation of Clarksville, Tenn., by naval force under Flag-Officer

Foote, U. S. Navy, February 19-20, 1862.

Order of Flag-Offloer Foote, XT. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Bryant, 11. S. Kavy, com-

manding XT. S. S. Cairo.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Conestoga,
Clarksville, Tenn., February 19, 1862.

Sir : You will remain oflf this city with the gunboat Cairo, under

your command, and be governed strictly by a copy of the enclosed

proclamation to the inhabitants of Clarksville.
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You will have no communication with the citizens of the place
where it can be avoided, as such communication might result in em-
barrassing difficulties. You will keep your vessel at all times ready
for service, and here remain till my return with a larger force to pro-
ceed up the river.

Trusting to your caution and valor, I leave necessarily many things
to your discretion, trusting that you, will creditably discharge the
duties assigned you.
You will also secure the public property referred to in the

proclamation.
I am, respectfully, yours,

A. H- FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Lieutenant Commanding N. C. Byhant,
Commanding, Cairo.

Beport of Flag-OfBcer 7oote, XT. S. Navy, tranamitting copy of proclamation to the

inhabitants of Clarkaville.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Conestoga,
[February 19 or 20, 1862.']

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that I left Cairo
with the Conestoga, Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, on the 18th
instant, having previously dispatched the gunboat Cairo, Lieutenant
Commanding Bryant, and six mortar boats, in charge oi Lieutenant
Bishop, and Lieutenant Lyford as ordnance officer, for Fort Donel-
son. Yesterday, on the 19th instant, I came up the river on an armed
reconnoissance with the Conestoga and Cairo, having Colonel Web-
ster, of the Engineer Corps, and chief of General Grant's staff, on
board. On nearing Fort Defiance, near Clarksville, we found a white
flag displayed, and on landing found the fort deserted. Lieutenant
Commanding Phelps and Colonel Webster took possession of the fort,

the former hoisting the American flag. There were three guns
mounted in this fort, three in the fort near the city, and two in a fort

a short distance up the Ked River.

On reaching Clarksville I sent for the authorities of the city, and
soon after the Hon. Cave Johnson, the mayor, and Judge Wisdom
came aboard, stating that the rebel soldiers had left the city, and
with the portion of the defeated army which had escaped from Fort
Donelson, had fled to Nashville, after having wantonly burned the

splendid railroad bridge near the city, against the remonstrance of

the citizens. I further ascertained that two-thirds of the citizens had
fled from the place, panic stricken. In short, the city was in a state

of the wildest commotion from rumors that we would not respect the

citizens either in their persons or in their property. I assured those

gentlemen that we came not to destroy anything but forts, military

stores, and army equipments.

With this assurance they earnestly importuned me to issue a procla-

mation, embodying my views and intentions, to the citizens, that the

confidence and quiet of the community might be restored. I was con-

strained, contrary to my predetermination of never writing such a

document, to issue the proclamation, of which the enclosed is a copy.
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I leave this morning with the Conestoga to bring up one or two

ironclad gunboats, with this vessel and six mortar boats, and then

proceed with all possible dispatch up the Cumberland Kiver to

Nashville and, in conjunction with the army, make an attack on

Nashville.

-The rebels have great terror of the gunboats, as will be seen in their

papers. One of them, a short distance above Fort Donelson, had pre-

viously fired an iron rolling mill belonging to the Hon. John Bell.

I have the honor to be, very respectfiiUy, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer^ Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

[EDcIoBure.]

PROCLAMATION.

To tJie inhabitants of Clarksville, Tenn.:

At the suggestion of the Hon. Cave Johnson, Judge Wisdom, and
the mayor of the city, who called upon me yesterday after our hoist-

ing the Union flag and taking possession of the forts, to ascertain my
views and intentions toward the citizens and private property, I

hereby announce to all peaceably disposed persons that neither in

their persons nor in their property shall they suffer molestation by
me or the naval force under my command, and that they may in

safety resume their business avocations with the assurance of my
protection.

At the same time I require that all military stores and army equip-
ments shall be surrendered—no part of them being withheld or de-

stroyed—and, further, that no secession flag, or manifestation of
secession feeling, shall be exhibited, and for the faithful observance
of these conditions I shall hold the authorities of the city responsible.

Andrew H. Foote,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Conestoga,
Clarksville, Tenn., February 20, 1862.

Keport of Flag-Offlcer Foote, V. S. Kavy.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Conestoga,
Clarksville, Tenn., February 20, 1862.

We have possession of Clarksville. The citizens being alarmed,
two-thirds of them have fled, and having expressed my views and in-
tentions to the mayor and Hon. Cave Johnson, at their request I
have issued a proclamation, assuring all peaceably disposed persons
that they may with safety resume their business avocations, requir-
ing only the military stores and equipments to be given up, and
holding the authorities responsible that this shall be done without
reservation.

I left Fort Donelson yesterday with the Conestoga, Lieutenant
Commanding Phelps, and Cairo, Lieutenant Commanding Bryant, on
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an armed reconnoissance, bringing with me Colonel Webster, of the
Engineer Corps, and chief of General Grant's staff, who, with
Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, took possession of the principal

fort and hoisted the Union flag. A Union sentiment manifested
itself as we came up the river. The rebels have retreated to Nash-
ville, having set fire, against the remonstrance of the citizens, to the

splendid railroad bridge across the Cumberland River.

I returned to Fort Donelson to-day for another gunboat and six

or eight mortar boats, with which I propose to proceed up the Cum-
berland. The rebels all have a terror of the gunboats. One of them,
a short distance 'above Fort Donelson, had previously fired an iron-

rolling mill belonging to Hon. John Bell, which had been used by
the rebels.

Andrew H. Foote,

Flag-0-fficer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Hon Gideon Welles,
- Secretary of the Navy.

[EndorBement.]

Headquarters,
Cairo, III., February 22, 1862.

Respectfully forwarded to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy.

George W. Culldm,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff and Engineer.

[Telegram.]

[February '20, 1862.]

From information gleaned in Clarksville, we believe the panic in

Nashvillfe is very great and that the city will be surrendered without

a fight if a force proceeds at once against it. General Johnston is

reported to be gathering his scattered forces at Columbia. -

S. L. Phelps.

General Cullum.

[Telegram.]

Clakksville, February 19, 1862.

Gunboats coming; they are just below point; can see steamer here.

Will try and see how many troops they have before I leave. Lieu-

tenant Brady set bridge on fire, but it is burning very slowly and will

probably go out before it falls.

W. H. Allen.

General J. B. Floyd.

Any orders for me? Answer me promptly, if you please, for next

ten minutes, as I will have to go in a hurry when I go.
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[Telegram.]

Nashvilue, February 19, 1862.

The enemy landed at Clarksville from three gunboats at half past

4 o'clock to-day.
John B. Floyd,
Brigadier-General.

General Johnston.

[Telegram.]
,

MuRFREESBOKO, February 20, 1862.

The gunboats landed at Clarksville yesterday at 3 o'clock. The
bridges here were destroyed this morning. I am still attempting to

get trains off, but the difficulties are immense. The troops will all

leave here to-day.
John B. Floyd,

Brigadier-General, ComrrCiinding.

General Johnston.

[Telegram.]

Corinth, Miss., February 20, 1862—5: 30 p. m.

One gunboat passed Hamburg, Tennessee Kiver, this morning at

10 o'clock, for Florence, it is reliably reported. The people on board
state that another boat, with transports, will pass to-morrow.
Take immediate measures to protect Florence, if you have the

means to do so. If not, inform me at once.

Have you a field battery ready for service? Have you any heavy
guns ? Whart quantity of powder have you ? Answer.

Daniel Ruggles,
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commmiding.

Brigadier-General Chalmers,
Commanding at luka, Miss.

[Telegram.]

Washington City, February 19, 1862—9 p. m.
Please state if any actual firing has been done for practice on the

mortar rafts, and with what results.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 20, 1862.

(Received 21st.)
Your yesterday's dispatch received this p. m.
Six rounds were fired on the 19th instant, the shell filled with wet

sand, weight about 230 pounds.
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The first round, 11 pounds powder, range 1| miles.
The second round, 20 pounds powder, 29^ seconds, range 3 miles.
The third round, 23 pounds powder, 31^ seconds, range 3^ miles.
The fourth round, 23 pounds powder, 30^ seconds, range 3 miles.
The fifth round, 15 pounds powder, 28^ seconds, range 3 miles.
The distances are approximate, and the recoil with the heaviest

charge 2 feet. I will send official report of officers making experi-
ments.

In consequence of the rapid fall of the river no mortars were
mounted to-day.

Have been clearing boats from the bank ; three have lodged on the
bank, and I will make every effort to get them off.

Platforms for beds progressing rapidly.

Chief or Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

A. M. Pennock,
Commanding Officer.

[Telegram.]

Washington, D. C, February 20, 1862.

It is absolutely necessary that the gunboats and mortar boats should
all be ready for service Monday morning. Call on Chicago for the
mechanics and material required. Use the telegraph. Communicate
with William B. Ogden, of Chicago.

Brigadier-General G. W. Cullum,
Cairo.

Geo. B. McCleixan.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, [February 20, 1862.']

General McClellan gives most emphatic order to have gun and mor-
tar boats here ready by Monday morning. Must move on Columbus
with at least four serviceable gunboats and six mortar boats. Only
two gunboats at all serviceable here, and but one mortar boat, three

"being ashore. Have sent for Pennock to come here.

CuLLUM.
Captain Phelps.

[Telegram.]

[February 20, 1862.J

I will see Flag-Officer Foote and bring his reply in less than an
hour. My belief is the gunboats can not be ready in less than five or

six days.

Phelps,
Captain.

General Cullum.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 20, 1862.

Navy officers report it impossible to get gun and mortar boats ready

for ten days. Six mortar boats up Cumberland, and of the only four

ready here, three are aground, and possibly can not be got off. The
river is falling fast. Gunboats much damaged in battle. Four up
Cumberland, and must have four to watch movements from Colum-
bus. Had sp3' there Tuesday night, and have scouts near to-night.

G. W. CULLUM,

Major-General George B. McClellan.
Brigadier-General.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, February 20, 1862.

Get gun and mortar boats ready as soon as possible. Tell Com-
modore Foote or ranking naval officer to telegraph to Cincinnati for

all mechanics they want. They must work day and night. Send
all spare mortar boats to make a demonstration on Columbus to-

morrow. Let the mortar boats anchor, under the protection of the
giinboats, near enough to throw shells into the place, but run no
risks. It is reported that they are sending their guns to Memphis.
This can be ascertained by a judicious demonstration.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-Gensral.

Brigadier-General Cullum,
Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Washington, D. C, February 21, 1862—12:30 a. m.
Gun and mortar boats must be ready in less than ten days. Call

on Chicago for assistance; we can not stand on forms. From two
to four gunboats and a few mortar boats would secure evacuation of
Columbus. You need have no fear for Cairo if you have a respect-
able garrison there. The enemy wUl not attack you.
Ten days to prepare boats is inadmissible ; they must be ready by

Monday, if you have to take the affair in charge yourself.

George B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding U. 8. Army.

General G. W. Cullum,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Paducah, February 21, 1862.
General Grant and myself consider this a good time to move on

Nashville. Six mortar boats and two ironclad steamers ean pre-
cede the troops and shell the forts. "We were about moving for this
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purpose when General Grant, to my astonishment, received a tele-

gram from General Halleck not to let the gunboats go higher than
Clarksville; no telegram sent to me.
The Cumberland is in a good stage of water and General Grant

and I believe that we can take Nashville.
Please ask General Halleck if we shall do it. We will talk per

telegraph.

Captain Phelps representing me in the office, as I am still on
crutches.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ofjicer.

General Cuiaum, '

Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Februakt 21, 1862.

Six mortar boats and two gunboats will be at Clarksville to-day.
General Grant will occupy Clarksville in force to-day. Flag-Officer
Foote is here ready to move on Nashville if General Halleck will
order it.

Pheus,
Captain.

General Cullum,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

[February 21, 1862.]

Flag-Officer Foote is still here, uncertain what to do. Have you
any information for him ? He awaits your answer. He also desires

to know if you received a letter from him of last evening, enclosing

dispatches.

S. L. Phelps.
General Cullum.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, [February} m, [186!^.]

Remain till I communicate this to Halleck.
Cullum.

[Captain] Phelps.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, [February 21, 1862.']

Have sent for Pennock to see whether we can not crowd everything

here to get gun and mortar boats ready here without bringing back
those from Cumberland. Have asked Halleck to go to telegraph

office to talk with me.
Cullum.

Captain Phelps.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, Fehniary 22, 1862.

Halleck is still waiting message from Kentucky and Washington.

Tell Foote and General Grant to make no further moves till further

orders.
G. W. CULLUM,

Brigadier- General.

Captain Phelps.

[Telegram,)

Cairo, [February 22, 1862}.

Won't wait longer. Will send Halleck's instructions to you at

Paducah as soon as received.
CULLUM.

Captain Phelps.

CoNESTOGA, Paducah, \_Ky.], February 22, 1862.

General: I have been telegraphing with General CuUum, who
says that Greneral Halleck is waiting instructions from the War De-
partment and Kentucky, and directs that everything remains in,

statu qiio, or as they now are. Therefore, please hold on to the gun
and mortar boats till you hear further from me. If they are at

Clarksville, [Tenn.J, now, all the better, as, in that case, if we move
up to Nashville, they are that far on their way^ whereas if we are

ordered not to proceed to Nashville, they can, m tow of steamers,

easily be sent down to Cairo, retaining for your use only the gun-
boat Cairo.

With hearty congratulations for your well-earned major-general-
ship.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Flag-Oificer.

Major-General Grant,
Commanding.

P. S.—Please have a barge of coal at Clarksville.

Report of Flag Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding proposed armed
reconnoissance to Columbus, Ky.

Semiofficial.] Flag-Steamer Conestoga,

February 22, 1862.

Sir: After having telegraphed for several hours with General
Cullum, the chief of General Halleck's staff here, and finding that
nothing definite could be ascertained, I ran down here, and to-
morrow morning, at 6 a. m., I go down with General Cullum (chief
of General Halleck's staff) and four gunboats and two mortar boats
on an armed reconnoissance to Columbus, to see the condition, of
things at that point.
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I am exceedingly hurried to get ready, and please excuse this
letter.

I send copy [of] my first telegram.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTB,
Flag-Ofjicer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

I enclose copy of a telegram sent you yesterday.

A. H. F.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 22^ 1862.

(Eeceived 10:20 a. m., 23d.)

Flag-Officer Foote has just returned and is preparing to leave
in the down steamer in the morning.
Two mortars mounted to-day. Platforms progressing.
Flag-Officer Foote sent his official dispatches by mail, including

his proclamation at Clarksville, day before yesterday.

A. M. Pennock,
For Flag-Oificer Foote.

Chief of Bttreatt of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, February 23, 1862.

All available gunboats to be sent to Clarksville, prepared for a
movement up the Cumberland. I think the mortar boats will be of
little use on this expedition. If Commodore Foote agrees with me, let

them be sent down for defense of Cairo. I am waiting for telegraphic
line to be opened to Fort Henry, to communicate with General Grant.
In the meantime tell him that I wish to have about 20,000 men con-

centrated at Clarksville, including Smith's and Nelson's divisions.

Proper garrisons should be detailed for Forts Henry and Donelson.
All other forces should be encamped opposite Danville bridge, to

await further orders. Cavalry and field artillery to be ready to move
between the two rivers. One gunboat to be stationed near Danville
bridge. All others not required for defense of Cairo to be at Clarks-

ville, ready for service. Abundant ammunition to be taken along.

See to this. There is a great and decisive contest awaiting us. Be
ready for it. Answer and give all you know of present state of

affairs. Encouraging news continually coming in from the South-

west.
H. W. Halleck,

Major-General.

Brigadier-General Sherman,
Paducah.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Cairo.

N W B—VOL 22 40
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Letter from Flag-0-ffi,cer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Mrs. Foote, regarding

operations.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Cincinnati,
Mississippi River, near Columbus, Ky., February 23, 1862.

My Dear Wife : Well, we have been to Columbus and got the mor-
tars in position to open upon B^mont, when a flag of truce came out

with several ladies, as j'ou will see by General Bishop Polk's letter,

and we hoped it was to surrender, but instead it was a mean artifice

to discover our strength. We shall write a withering letter to the

right-reverend general to-morrow, charging him with violating all

military rules of propriety by his unwarrantable act.

We were glad it was done, however, as we ran within sight of his

heavy batteries and attained the object of our reconnoissance, still

we will give the bishop a hit.

We ran down with five gun, two mortar, and four transport steam-
ers, and it was a pretty sight. I will send a copy of our reply. Gen-
eral Cullum's autograph and mine being in these papers, your mother
will be pleased with them. I send Foster's and Jessie Fremont's
autographic notes—sent all of them for your mother.
Although this has been a good day's work, still I am disgusted that

we were kept from going up and taking Nashville. It was jealousy
on the prrt of McClellan and Halleck. I now am determined to wait
till I get the giin and mortar boats ready, and will not obey any
orders except the Secretary's and President s.

I shall report McClellan and Halleck to the Department, and soon
there will be a row. I can well afford to be independent now. I
read prayers and heard a heavy gun fired at us, and then we went to
work and got ready to fight. I shall probably be in Cairo for ten
days, unless we go to Nashville, for which I am ready.

I have a headache this evening and about used up with fighting
and working for the last ten days, so excuse this scrawl.

I am still on crutches and may be for a week, but my foot is rapidly
improving. I have no objection to the wound either in the foot or in
the arm, as they are honorable wounds ; but I tell you the last was a
bad fight. I stood one side of a gun when five out of six were knocked
down, and I only escaped serious wounds. I was touching the pilot
with my clothes when he was killed, but I won't run into the fire

so again, as a burnt child dreads it.*******
A. H. Foote.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, for the dispatching to Cairo
of mortar boats and a gunboat.

Padttcah, February 21, 1862.

Sir: You will immediately order down to Cairo, with the utmost
haste, and in tow of steamers, all the mortar boats, and one of the
gunboats, either Captain Dove or Captain Bryant. They must leave
immediately, as they are wanted in Cairo by or before Sunday. I
prefer the Cairo to come down if she can leave as soon as the Louis-
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ville can leave. The gunboat and mortar boats must leave immedi-
ately, as they are wanted this moment in Cairo, to be instantly pre-
pared for service. Hasten, hasten, " bear a hand," and follow >me.

Respectfully,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ojficer.

To any navy officer, commanding, or Generals Grant, Smith, Mc-
Clernand, or any commanding army officer.

Correspondence between, Flag-Officer Foote^ U. S. Navy, and Major-
General Polk, C. S. Army, regarding privileges requested by flag

of truce for the families of captured Confederate officers.

Bepart of Plag-Offlcer Foote, XT. S. ITavy.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Cincinnati,
Mississippi River, near Columbus, Ky., February 23, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in company with General
Cullum, chief of General Halleck's staff, with four ironclad boats, two
mortar boats, and three transports containing 1,000 men, I made this

day a reconnoissance in force toward Columbus, to ascertain its con-

dition, and when near the batteries, a flag of truce came out to com-
municate with us, the result of which will be seen in the enclosed
papers. The object of the reconnoissance being attained, and finding
that fire from mortars would lead the enemy to plant guns where thej'

could reach them with their batteries, should we again open upon
them with a larger number of mortars, I concluded to return to Cairo,
and there we must remain until the gun and mortar boats are com-
pleted, as otherwise the flotilla will be demoralized for want of time
and means to properly prepare for active service. The army will not
move without gunboats, yet the gunboats are not in condition to act

offensively at present. On this subject I will soon write more fully.

A telegram will be sent the Department on my arrival at Cairo,

referring to the events of to-day.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, etc.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—Columbus evinces no signs of an evacuation or dismounting
guns. The batteries seem to be intact, and we saw great numbers
of tents and troops. A. H. F.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 23, 1862.

Flag-Officer Foote and myself, commanding naval and military

forces, consisting of five gun and two mortar boats and about 1,000

infantry on steamers, made an armed reconnoissance to-day of Colum-
bus water batteries at noon, and the mortar boats were being placed
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in position to open fire, and after the enemy had discharged three

heavy guns, we discovered a rebel gunboat coming to meet the Cin-

cinnati in advance, but immediately retired on discovering our
strength. A moment after an unarmed steamer followed, bearing a

flag of truce, with the following letter from Major-General Polk

:

Headquaktebs Division, Westebn Depabtment,
Columbus, Ky., February 22, 1862.

Presuming you would be willing to reciprocate the courtesy to the families of
officers of the U. S. Army after the battle of Belmont, in allowing them to visit

the officers who were prisoners within my lines, I take the liberty of sending up
under a flag of truce the families of several of our officers who were captured at

Donelson. These are the families of General Buckner, Colonels Hanson, and
Madeira. They are accompanied by Colonel Bussell, Messrs. A''ance and Stock-
dale as escorts; also by Mr. Mass.
Hoping you may find it convenient to send these ladies forward to their hus-

bands,

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. Polk,
Major-Oeneral, Commanding.

Commanding Offices U. S. Fobces, Cairo, III.

To which we returned the following reply

:

TT. S. Flao-Steameb Cincinnati,
Mississippi River, near Columbus, Ky., February 23, 1862.

Genebal: Your letter of the 22d Instant received by the hands of Captain
Blake, luider a flag of truce, nearly within range of your guns and in the pres-

ence of our armed forces at 12 : 30 p. m. to-day, will be answered to-morrow by
a flag of truce at the same point of the river at which this was received.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,
Andbbw H. Foote,

Flag-Offlcer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.
Geo. W. Cuixum,

Brigadier-Oeneral, Chief of Staff and Engineers,
Department of Missouri.

Major-General L. Polk,
Commanding at Columbus, Ky.

The shallow artifice of the flag of truce to discover our strength
recoiled upon the enemy, as it gave us the favorable opportunity of
getting within one and [a] half to two miles and discovering the
position [of] his batteries, which are in three tiers, the lower 20
to 30, the middle from 40 to 60, and the upper about 130 feet above
the river. Tents and troops covering the bluff proved the garrison
to be large and the fortifications not evacuated. Possibly guns may
have been removed, but neither guns nor derricks for dismounting
them were visible, and certainly not less than 40 remain on [an]
intervening headland, preventing discovering transports. Having
successfully accomplished the object of our mission, we returned to
Cairo without opening the fire of our mortars, and were not fired
upon from either bank of the river.

Andrew H. Foote,
Flag-O-fJicer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Geo. W. Cullum,
Brig. Gen., Chief of Staff and Engineers, Dept. of the Missouri.

Hon. G. Welles.
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Xetter from Uajor-Qeneral Polk, C. 8. Army.

Headqttartebs First Division Western Department,
Columbus, Ky., February 23, 1862.

Gentlemen : I have received your note of this date, acknowledg-
ing mine of yesterday, asking permission for the wives of certain

Confederate States oflScers to visit their husbands who had been
made prisoners of war at Fort Donelson.

This application was based upon the fact that I had, on a former
occasion, granted a similar request made of me in behalf of the
wives of Colonels Dougherty and McClurkin, captured at Belmont,
and the assurance of the commanding general at Cairo that he would
reciprocate the courtesy if events ^ould make it desirable, I note
that you say that my letter was received under a flag of truce
"nearly within range of your (iny) guns and in the presence of
our (your) armed forces."

As to the flag appearing in the presence of your armed forces and
nearly within range of my guns, it was purely accidental. The
ladies whose safe-conduct the flag was intended to secure arrived at
this post from Nashville on the evening of the 21st instant. Prep-
arations were made to send them up under a flag on the 22d, and
my letter was written and intrusted to Captain Blake. The depart-
ure of the flag was prevented by the heavy fall of rain. They left

this morning, the boat .taking its departure from a point consider-

ably below my batteries, from whence your position m the river (5
miles above) was not visible. It appears that several guns were
fired from the fort prior to the departure of the boat, but as my
artillery officers are constantly practicing, the firing attracted no
particular attention, and the presence of your armed forces in the
river, it seems, was not known to the officers in charge of the flag,

until after his boat had passed around the point.

This statement of facts, I am informed, has already been made to

you by Captain Blake, and it is repeated here only because of the
remark above quoted, which you have taken pains to underline.

Allow me to assure myself that officers of your rank and reputation

should not impute any improper motive in sending a flag of truce. I
would be unwilling to believe such a suspicion could be entertained by
any mind except one conscious of its capacity to venture upon such
an abuse.

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant.

L. Polk,
Major-General, Commanding Confederate Forces.

Andrew H. Foote,
Flag-Oiflcer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Geo. W. Cullum,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff and Engineers.

letters from Tlag-Offlcer Foote, V. S. Navy, and Briiradler-aenenil Cnllam, V. S.

Army, to Uajor-Oeneral folk, C. S. Army.

Cairo, III., February £4, 1862.

General: In answer to your request to reciprocate the courtesy

shown to the families of officers of the U. S. Army, after the battle of
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Belmont, in allowing them to visit those officers who were prisoners,

by asking permission to have passed through our lines the families of

General Buckner, Colonels Hanson and Madeira, captured at Fort

Donelson, accompanied by certain gentlemen as escorts, we have to in-

form you that we will cheerfully comply with your request, subject to

the approval of the President, but limited to the wives and children

of those officers and excluding their escorts ; but to provide them with

a protector. Colonel Thom, an aid-de-camp of Msnor-General Halleck,

and one of the bearers of our flag of truce, has offered to take them in

charge as far as St. Louis, where they will learn the destination of the

captive officers, which is unknown to us.

The flag of truce will wait, if necessary, long enough to obtain your
action on this proposition.

Before concluding this note, we feel constrained to make some re-

marks upon your aouse, yesterday, of the sacred character of a flag

of truce.

Upon approaching the batteries of Columbus with armed forces

and when within the supposed range of your artillery, you fired

three heavy guns; and, to add to this hostile demonstration, one of
your gunboats rounded Belmont Point, apparently to give battle,

but immediately upon discovering our strength and position retired.

Soon after there appeared an unarmed steamer, with Captain Blake,
bearing your flag of truce, accompanied by many officers and citizens,

upon the frivolous pretext above stated, evidently with the intention
of discovering our force and intentions. Under these circumstances,
by the usages of war, the dispatch bearer and those with him were
subject to be made prisoners and the steamer captured ; and we feel

it our duty to inform you that a repetition of such unwarrantable
abuse of a flag of truce will not again be tolerated.

Your letter, though dated the 22d, evidently was not dispatched
till after firing your pivot gim, near 11 a. m., more than an hour
before your flag of truce was seen about 2 miles from your batteries,
and certainly dispatched after the gun was discharged.

Regretting that we have to animadvert on this flagrant departure
from the established usages of flags of truce.

We are, very respectfully, your obedient servants,

Andrew H. Foote,
Flag-Ofjicer, Comdg. V. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Geo. W. Cxjllum,
Brig. Gen., Chief of Staff and Engineers, Dept. of Missouri.

Major-General L. Polk,
Commanding at Columbus, Ky.

Cairo, III., February S5, 1862.
General: We sincerely regret that the arrangement entered into

with you by us for the reception of the families of General Buckner
and Colonels Hanson and Madeira does not meet the approval of the
general in chief and Secretary of War, as will be seen by the follow-
ing telegram from Major-G«neral Halleck, commanding the Depart-
ment of the Missouri

:
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St. Louis, February 25, 1862.

General Cuixum : Tour arrangement about families of officers joining them
is not approved. It is forbidden by General McClellan and by the Secretary of
War, notwithstanding my appeal to him for a relaxation of General McClellan's
first order to me. Tell them that probably In a few days, when the prisoners
are all distributed, the request will be granted. I shall appeal to the President
as soon as I can communicate with him. In the meantime, obey order.

•
H. W. Halleck,

itajor-Qeneral.

In obedience to the Secretary of War's command, we send back to
Columbus, under a flag of truce, the families of General Buckner and
Colonels Hanson and Madeira, accompanied by Colonel Thom, trust-
ing that they may be allowed yet to return when the destinations of
the captured officers are fixed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

FOOTE.
CXJLLUM.

Major-General L. Polk,
Commanding at Columbus, Ky.

Order of Brigadier-General Grant, V. S. Army, to Brigadier-General
Nelson, V. S. Army, to proceed to Nashville, Tenn.

Headquaktebs Distbict of West Tennessee,
Fort Donelson, February 2Jf, 1862.

Genebal : You will proceed with the division under your command
to Nashville, Tenn., keeping in rear of the gunboat Carondelet with
all your transports.

From Nashville you will put yourself in immediate communication
with General Buell, and if you find that his command is not within
two days' march of you, your command will not debark, but fall back
down the river some miles on the transports, and remain to form a
junction with General Buell when he does arrive.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. Gbant,
Brigadier-General, Com/mariding.

General Nelson,
Commanding Division, Department of the Ohio.

[Telegram.)

Washington, D. C, February 85—8 p. m.

I learn from telegraph of Commodore Foote to the Navy Depart-
ment that you have ordered that no gunboats go above Nashville. I
think it may ^eatly facilitate Buell^ operations to send a couple at

least of the lighter ones to Nashville. Captain Maynadier, Tenth
Infantry, will be ordered to Commodore Foote, at his request, as his

ordnance officer for mortar boats.

Geo. B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
St. Louis, Mo,
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., February 25, 1862.

If we send four gunboats up the rivers Tennessee and Cumberland,

as you direct, and having two to repair extensively on the ways at

Mound City, and the Benton not being ready before next week, this,

superadded to the rebels planting guns to bear on the mortar boats,

if we should shell them now, before the final attack, would seem to

render it impracticable to do anything until next week. The new

and bad men sent us from the East, with the crippled condition of the

gunboats, also render an earlier attack or even demonstration on

Columbus, in my judgment, injudicious.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Ojficer.

Major-General HalleCk.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 81, 1862.

(Received 22d.)

Three mortars were mounted to-day, and Captain Maynadier
arrived with 350 men.
The platforms for the beds are progressing rapidly.

A. M. Pennock,

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

Commanding Officer.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., February 24, 1862.

The draft of men brought on by Captain Maynadier seems to be,

and are represented to be by their officers, with few exceptions, the
oflFscourings of the Army. We have to keep two companies of sol-

diers to guard them, and are now disarming them of their revolvers.

They say they have been deceived. I am pained and discouraged to

have to take such men into action. We want no more from the Army.
I prefer to go into the action only half manned than to go with such
men.

Hon. Gideon Welles.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 2i, 1862.

Lieutenant Commanding Gwin, with the gunboat Tyler, has just
arrived from Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama, and reports the
Union sentiment in South Tennessee and North Alabama to be very
strong. I shall send him back to-day, and will call for a regiment
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at Fort Henry to accompany the gunboat, which will aid the loyal
people of those States to raise Union forces within their borders.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Hon. Gideon WEiiLEs,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, referring to a cruise of the
U. S. S. Tyler, Lieutenant Grvnn, U. S. Navy, commanding, in the
Tennessee River.

Cairo, February 24, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that Lieutenant Commanding
Gwin, in the Tyler, has just arrived from Fort Henry, after having
been, under my orders, cruising in the Tennessee River as far as
Mississippi and Alabama, and reports a strong Union feeling in
North Alabama and South Tennessee. I shall direct him, as soon as
possible, asking (Jeneral Cullum, commanding here, to direct a regi-

ment, at least, to be sent with him, which will form a nucleus of a
large force which can be raised in Tennessee and North Alabama.

I will forward Lieutenant Commanding Gwin's report as soon as
it can^be drawn up, whose caution, valor, and judgment meet my
unqualified approbation. I wiU consult with General Cullum of
Engineers and chief of General Halleck's staff, with reference to my
movements, as that gallant, scientific officer, whose valor and judg-
ment are contributing unmeasurably to the success of our arms, and
who was with me in command of the military forces in our reconnois-

sance yesterday at Columbus, will enable me to move with the great-

est confidence of success.

I propose running up the Cumberland River this evening, with a

view of getting to Nashville.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Andrew H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—I should have been in Nashville on Saturday, the 22d, with
two gunboats and four mortar boats, had not General Halleck di-

rected me to proceed no farther than Clarksville.

A. H. F.

I forward the enclosed copy of a letter just sent to Major-General
Polk, commanding at Columbus. The preceding correspondence was
yesterday forwarded. I send the gunboat Lexington, just arrived

from St. Louis, up the Tennessee, which, with the Tyler, will guard
our interests effectually on the borders of that river.

A. H. F.
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Report of Lieutenant Gwin, U. S. Navy, corwmanding U. S. _S. Tyler,

regarding the cruise of that vessel in the Tennessee River.

U. S. Gunboat Ttlek,
Cairo, February 23, 1862.

Sir: I have returned to this place after having gone up the Ten-

nessee Kiver as high as Eastport, Miss. I am happy to state that I

have met with an mcreased Union sentiment in South Tennessee and

North Alabama. I saw few Mississippians. In Hardin, McNairy,

Wayne, Decatur, and a portion of Hardeman, all of which border

upon the river, the Union sentiment is strong, and those who do not

express themselves openly loyal are only prevented by their fears of

the military tyranny and coercion which is practiced by marauding
bands of guerrilla companies of cavalry.

I waited at Fort Henry as long as I deemed it advisable for the

company of cavalry designated to accompany me up the river. Not
being able to get transportation for them, I concluded to take in their

stead some fifty sharpshooters, as I could accommodate them on board
of the Tyler. I was not able to accomplish the destruction of Bear
Creek bridge (my great desire), as I found that the rebels had sent

immediately after our first ascent of the river a large force, 1,000,

to this bridge and some 3,000 or 4,000 to a station called "I. U. Ka"
[luka] , 3 miles from the bridge. Learning that a large quantity of

wheat and flour was stored in Clifton, Tenn., intended, of course, to

be shipped to the South, a large portion of it having been bought for

a firm in Memphis, on my way down I landed there and took on board
about a thousand sacks and 100 barrels of flour and some 6,000 bushels
of wheat. I considered it my duty to take possession of the above, to

prevent its being seized by the rebels or disposed of in rebel country.
The glorious success of our arms at Forts Henry and Donelson

have been most beneficial to the Union cause throughout South and
West Tennessee and Alabama. Union men can now begin to express
their loyal sentiments without fear of being mobbed, especially along
the banis of the river.

I would suggest that you would urge upon the commanding gen-
eral the necessity of sending a force—a brigade, if possible ; at least

a regiment of cavalry—^locate it at Savannah, Hardin County, a
place well adapted for its support, and then it would be in a section
almost entirely Union—a nucleus around which Union men could
rally.

I feel confident that a regiment of home guards could be raised in
ten days. Savannah is in good striking distance of Eastport, Miss.
(45 miles by the river) , which is the nearest point to the Memphis
and Charleston Eailroad (8 miles). At that point there is an im-
portant bridge over Bear Creek, as well as some extent of trestle-

work, which, if destroyed, together with a part of the Mobile and
Ohio Road, at its junction with the Memphis and Ohio Eoad will
cut the Southern Confederacy almost entirely in two.

I brought down under arrest a man named William P. Poole, who
has been active in oppressing Union men in his community.

I have warned the inhabitants of the different towns along the
banks of the river that I would hold secessionists and their property
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responsible for any outrages committed on Unionists in their com-
munities.

I have enlisted 17 men and have brought down 14 refugees.
Hoping that my course will meet your approval,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Gwin,
/ Lieutenant, Commandinq.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces on Western Waters.

[Telegram.]

February 24, [1862]—12 m.
The President desires to know why the Benton is not ready, and

when she will be.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Senior Naval Oiticer,
Cairo.

[Telegram. ]

Cairo, February 2i, 1862.

(Eeceived 25th.")

The Benton's machinery will be finished to-morrow, and I trust
she will be ready in all respects in one week.
In my absence of late, and the few officers left here, and Lieutenant

Sanford, the ordnance officer, being in Cincinnati equipping ammu-
nition, and Commander Pennock's vast amount of work in fitting out
mortar boats and repairing gunboats, leaving him no time to attend
to the Benton, are mainly the reasons why she has not been com-
missioned.

The want of men is another reason, and could the President look at

us here his practical and comprehensive views would at a glance see

that our amount of work, with our limited means, would call for his

commendation rather than surprise at the Benton not being ready.

I am in body and mind greatly prostrated with work. " Commander
Pennock, who especially attends to equipment, is broken down by his

labors, but I must still commend him and all the officers for perform-
ing more work than I ever saw before accomplished under the cir-

cumstances.
I was to have left to-day for Nashville and had the first gunboat

en route for that place when General Halleck stopped it, learning

that Nashville had been abandoned.
I should have been in Nashville Friday evening had not General

Halleck ordered General Grant not to let the gun and mortar boats

go above Clarksville.

I knew that Nashville was ready to surrender to the gunboats, and
would have done so had I been permitted to go there as I wished and
was prepared to do. The rebels who were captured, and the Nash-
ville Union, and the American of the 11th instant, say: " We had
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nothing to fear from a land attack, but the gunboats are the devil,

and we may as well look matters squarely in the face."

But the effect was produced in Nashville by finding out we had
possession of Clarksville ; and believing we were moving on to Nash-
ville, they abandoned it.

Lieutenant Commanding Phelps will go on board the Benton as

my flag-captain, who is a host in himself, as the Government knows._

I earnestly requested that Captain H. E. Maynadier, of the Tenth
Infantry, U. S. Army, the officer who came with the draft of men,
might be ordered to report to me as ordnance officer in charge of the

mortar boats, as he is skilled in the mortar practice and well adapted

to the position ; and I trust that he may, for the efficiency of the mor-
tar fleet, be ordered. He left for "Washington this morning.
There are now twenty mortars mounted.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ojficer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department,

[Telegram.]

Washington City, February 25, 1862.—9:30 p. m.
Immediately upon the receipt of your telegram of yesterday, I read

it to the President, who instructs me to say in reply that the reasons
for the delay of the Benton are satisfactory, and that he appreciates
your services, which meet his entire approbation.
By the President's directions I also read your dispatch to General

McClellan, who will order Captain Maynadier to report for service
as ordnance offioer of the mortar rafts, and anything else you require
will be promptly granted.
Mr. Fox desires to know if you have sailors enough for the gun-

boats ; if not, you shall have some thoroughly trained men.
We also wish to know if you receive regularly the letters we write

you, as many from you are much behind time, and the Postmaster-
General has dispatched special agents to enquire into the causes of
detention.

We hope you are better of your wounds, and be assured your gallant
services are properly regarded in Washington.

H. A. Wise,
Flag-Officer Foote, Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Cairo.

Report of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, referring to the movement
of troops to Nashville, 'and other matters.

Caibo, Fehruary 25, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that I have sent

two ironclad steamers to precede General Nelson's brigade, which,
on their arrival at Clarksville, will move on to Nashville. I have
also sent two of the wooden gunboats to cruise from Fort Henry to
Florence, Ala., to give aid and protection to the Union people in
Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama.
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As Nashville is now occupied by our forces, I did not, as I

announced in my last, proceed with a force to attack Nashville.

I enclose a copy of a letter received from Major-General Polk,
commanding the army at Columbus, in reply to our first letter

through his flag of truce in presence of an armed reconnoissance
nearly within range of his batteries.

I am now making every effort to have the Benton and other gun
and mortar boats ready to move on Columbus in the latter part of
next week. My absence from here of late has seriously interfered
with the earlier preparation of the fleet, especially as Fleet Captain
Pennock, left here in charge, is broken down and confined to his

room. Lieutenant Sanford oeing absent fitting out two ammunition
steamers in Cincinnati, while I am still on crutches, preventing 1;Jiat

attention to detail duties which I have attended to here to facilitate

our work.
The men sent us from the Army at the East have given us a great

deal of trouble and will require the strong hand of discipline and
drilling before they can effectually be taken into action. I shall be
obliged, for want of men, to call upon the Army for soldiers to man
the mortar boats. I will leave no means untried to produce good
results, although surrounded with difficulties.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE.
Hon. Gideon Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., February 25, 1862.

I am still on crutches, which retards the work, and Fleet Captain
and Equipping Officer Pennock is broken down and confined to his

room, but I will strain every nerve to have the gun and mortar boats

ready at the earliest moment, and keep you informed of the progress.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis.

[Telegram.]

St. Loms, February 25, 1862.

The possession of Nashville by General Buell renders it necessary

to countermand the instructions sent to Foote and Sherman yesterday

morning, dated 23d. Grant will send more forces to Clarksville.

General Smith's division will come to Fort Henry, or a point higher

up on the Tennessee River. Transports will also be collected at Padu-
cah, and, above all, the mortar boats to be immediately brought

back to Cairo. Two gunboats to be left in the Cumberland at

Clarksville, to precede Nelson's division up the river to Nashville.
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Having done this, they will return to Cairo. Two gunboats in Ten-

nessee River with General Grant. The latter will immediatelv have

small garrisons detailed for Forts Donelson and Henry and all other

forces made ready for the field.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Commodore Foote,
Cairo.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War.,

regarding the transfer of men from the Army to the Navy.

' Navy Department, February 25, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit a copy of a telegram received

from John C. Carter, commander, U. S. Navy, stating that 100 men
of the land regiment at Detroit could be enlisted in the Navy if the

War Department would grant their discharge or transfer, and would
respectfully ask if the War Department will allow the transfer of

these men to the Navy for service under command of Flag-Officer

Foote, commanding naval forces on Western waters.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 26, 1862.

(Received, 9 :30 a. m., 27th.)

Thanks for the sentiments in the last telegram. I hope to lay aside

my crutches in a week.
We do want 250 well-drilled sailors very much, as we have no time

to teach so many green hands. Please send the sailors.

Our mails occasionally are very irregular and letters come weeks
behind time.

We are driving on with mortar boats, and we must depend mainly
upon the army for most of the men for mortar boats.

The six mortar boats just arrived from the Cumberland River.
I had two gunboats on the Cumberland, cruising from its mouth

up to Nashville, and two in the Tennessee as far as Florence, in
Alabama, in command of two judicious lieutenants.
The remaining gunboats we can use will be ready the last of next

week for operations on a certain point determined by the Govern-
ment.
We want two good and sober gunners sent out for the two ammuni-

tion boats. Please send them.

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.
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t Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the MissotiRi,

St. Louis, February 26, 1862.

I do not mean a regular bombardment, but a demonstration and
throwing in of shells, so as to scare them pretty thoroughly.*

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, Mo., February £7, 1862.

Numerous reports have been received that Buell occupied Nash-
ville without opposition, but reports brought down the Cumberland
of enemy's movements are conflicting. Some say they are concen-
trated at Murfreesboro, others Columoia, others Decatur. No move-
ments will be made until facts are positively ascertained. Tennessee
will probably be navigable yet for some weeks. Two gunboats at
Clarksville and two above Fort Henry ; others being repaired. Com-
modore Foote says he can not be ready to protect mortar boats for
the bombardment in much less than ten days. The Essex will not be
fit for service in less than four weeks. Nelson's division sent to
relieve Smith's at Clarksville and to follow gunboats toward Nash-
ville. They will go up as far as Buell wants them. They should
return, however, as soon as possible, as they are wanted at Columbus.
Randolph is said to be very strongly fortified. I can not ascertain
its armament. General Pope, with 10,000 men, is advancing on New
Madrid. His advance guard will reach Sykesville [Sikeston] to-

night. From there the movement will be slow, as the roads are
terrible. There is no return yet from Grant.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Major-General George B. McClellan,
Washington, D. C.

Report of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the condition

of affairs in and near Nashville.

Cairo, February 27, 1862.

Sm: I have the honor to forward a communication just received

from Lieutenant Commanding Bryant, the substance of which I
have just telegraphed.

The captain of the steamer who brings the dispatch says that 6

miles below Nashville there was a battery on a high bluff which had
mounted 15 guns, but several of them were thrown into the river

• See pp. G22, 632.
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before the Cairo' a.TTived. He also reports that a strong Union feel-

ing was manifested in and near Nashville, and that Governor Harris,

after vainly attempting to rally the citizens and others, left on Sun-
day morning for Memphis. He also states that the gunboats are the

terror of the people at Nashville and at all points on the Cumberland
River, and that on hearing of my arrival, supposing that the gun-

boats would proceed immediately to NaShville, the army retreated

panic stricken. The unusual high water of the river, enabling the

boats to ascend the riverj was providential.

I have the honor to be, in a hurry, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, etc.

Hon. Gideon Weli-es,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

Gunboat Caiko,
Nashville, Tenn., February 25, 1862.

Sir : Uncertain that my letter of the 23d reached you, I repeat that
I departed from ClarksviUe for this point by the request of Brigadier-
General Smith, commanding at ClarksviUe, and arrived here this

morning, preceding seven steamboats, conveying an army com-
manded by Brigadier-General Nelson. The troops landed without
opposition.

The banks of the river are free from any hostile force. The rail-

road and suspension bridge here are destroyed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. C. Bryant,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Flotilla, Western Waters.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 27, 1862.

(Received 28th.)
Eight mortars are mounted since last telegram, making 28 mortars

ready.

We are driving on with the Benton and repairs of other gunboats.
I am afraid the generals are detaining two boats up the river

Cumberland, and which I want to repair.
Quartermaster Wise is getting short of funds. Requisition has

been honored, but the money does not come. All goes well under the
circumstances.

I am negotiating for the purchase of the largest and best wharf
boat in the Western waters. She cost a year ago $27,000, and we get
her for $17,000 and pay $3,000 of that in contraband wheat. We
now pay $1,000 per month, and is a navy yard in herself, accommo-
datmg ordnance and equipments and commissary stores, and car-
penter's shops and oflBcers' quarters.
A dispatch just received from Lieutenant Commanding Bryant

says that the gunboat Cairo preceded General Nelson's arrival at
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Nashville with his brigade, amid the waving of handkerchiefs. I
will send the dispatch with further particulars.

CHiEr OF Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

A. H. FooTB,

Flag-Oificer.

[Telegram.]
Immediate.]

Washington City, February 28, 1862—12 ni.

The President directs me to inform you that if it is certain the two
gunboats up the Cumberland Kiver are no longer needed there, you
will please order them to Cairo for repairs.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, February 28, 1862.

They have been sent to Nashville by direction of General
McClellan.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Chief or Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy DepartTnent.

[Telegram.]

Washington City, February 28, 1862—12: 10 p. m.
I have read your telegram of yesterday to the President and he

approves of the purchase of the wharf boat.

General Halleck has been directed by the President to send the
two gunboats from the Cumberland Eiver, if no longer needed there,

to Cairo for repairs.

Two gunners and 50 seamen go from New York and 100 men from
the lakes.

The howitzers last called for left by express three days ago.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Cairo.

N W E VOL £i
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Letter from the Bureau of Ordnance to the Assistant Secretary of the

Treasury regarding funds for FUg-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy.

BtJREAxr OF Ordnance, Navy Department,
Washington City, February 28, 1862.

Dear Sir: General Meigs requests me to say that the President is

anxious to have money sent to Assistant Quartermaster Wise, at Cairo,

as soon as possible, Flag-Officer Foote having telegraphed to the

President that he is in want of funds.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Geo. Harrington, Esq.,

Treasury.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, February 28, 1862.

(Keceived 10 : 15 a. m., March 1.)

Your telegram received. We have now 32 mortar boats ready and

mortars mounted.
One gunboat in the Cumberland and two in the Tennessee Kiver

will be required for some time ; two of them to be wooden boats and

one ironclad.

I am apprehensive that Tennessee is not so loyal as many suppose.

Columbus will fight.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

Letter'from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Quartermaster-
* General of the Army, regarding pay for men transferred from the

Army to the Navy.

Cairo, February 28, 1862.

Sib: I have received from the Army about 600 soldiers, some of

them volunteers and some detailed or drafted for the gunboat service.

No regular list of them has been sent, but a bundle of descriptive lists,

with a statement of their accounts, have been heaped together.

The soldiers are very much dissatisfied, as they were not paid up
by the Army to the date of their transfer, which I desired to be done.

I have, therefore, directed the several commanders of the gunboats
to have these men put on the muster roll of their vessels as seamen,
paying them at the rate of $18 per month, without any reference to

their army accounts, which I hope will meet with your approval.

At the same time, it is desirable that these men should be paid up to

the time they volunteered for this service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTB,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster-General, Washington, D._C.
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Engagement at Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., March 1, 1862.

Beport of Flag-Officer Foote, IT. S. Navy, transmitting reports of commanding
officers of the XT. S. Gunboats Tyler and Lexington.

Cairo, March 3, 1862.

Sik: I have the honor to forward reports made to me by Lieu-
tenants Commanding Gwin and Shirk, of the gunboats Tyler and
Lexington, a synopsis of which I telegraphed to you immediately on
their receipt. I can not too highly commend the cautious, judicious,

and bold conduct of Lieutenant Commanding Gwin and his com-
mand in the service I have assigned him on the Tennessee River. I
regret that it is not in my power to go up the Tennessee in person,
but the most important attack upon Columbus to-morrow with five

gunboats, four mortar boats in charge of Lieutenant Commanding
Phelps, and the regiments, render my presence at that point abso-

lutely necessary. I regret that the commandant at Fort Henry did
not feel authorized, at my suggestion, to send a regiment or brigade
up the river without waiting for authority from his superior officer,

as the case called for immediate action and would have secured us an
immediate and important victory. The Union sentiment is pre-

dominant on the borders of the Tennessee, but is repressed from
apprehension that it will not receive support from Union troops. I

trust that the Department will grant my request to have the prize

gunboat Eastport fitted out immediately, as she is well adapted, from
her speed, to take me to the different points of my command on the

Mississippi, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers in the shortest space

of time. My foot is still painful, but I hope to lay aside my crutches

in a few days. I wish to retain command of the flotilla, as I have

the confidence of men and officers, but still consider it to be my duty

to report my condition to the Department. I beg that the Depart-

ment will send me two good lieutenants of a junior date to Lieuten-

ant Commanding Shirk. I make this application with a fuH appre-

ciation of the wants of the Department of Navy officers.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer, Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

Beport of Lieutenant Gwin, commanding U. S. S. Tyler.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Savannah, Tenn., March 1, 1862.

Sir : Having learned that the rebels had occupied and were forti-

fying a place called Pittsburg, 9 miles above, on the right bank of

the river (the best point in the river for that purpose) , I determined

to attack them.
At 12 m. the Tyler, followed by the Lexington, Lieutenant Com-

manding Shirk, proceeded up the river. When within 1,200 yards of

Pittsburg we were opened upon-by the rebel batteries, consisting, as

well as we could determine, of six or eight fieldpieces, some rifled.
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Getting within 1,000 yards, the Tyler and Lexington opened a well-

directed fire, and we had the satisfaction of silencing their batteries.

We then proceeded abreast of the place and, under the cover of grape

and canister, landed two armed boats from each vessel containing, be-

sides their crews, a portion of Company C, Captain Thaddeus Phil-

lips, and Company K, First Lieutenant John J. Rider, of the Thirty-

second Regiment Illinois Volunteers (sharpshooters) , Second Master

Jason Goudy, commanding the boats of the Tyler, and Second Master

Martin Dunn, commanding the boats of the Lexington. The landing

was successfully accomplished, and this small force actually drove

back the rebels and held them in check until they accomplished their

difficult object, which was to discover their real strength and purpose,

and to destroy a house in close proximity to the place where the bat-

teries had been placed.

I found in addition to their artillery they had a force of not less

than two regiments of infantry and a regiment of cavalry.

In conclusion, I have to state that the result was entirely satisfac-

tory. Their batteries were silenced in" a short time; the landing was
effected; the house destroyed; and we discovered from their breast-

works that they were preparing to fortify strongly this point.

Too much praise can not be given to Lieutenant Commanding
Shirk for the efficient manner in which his vessel was handled.

My thanks are due to Captain Phillips, Lieutenant Rider, and their

men for the gallant manner in which, in the face of the enemy, they
charged up the hill, drove back, and held in check, the rebels until the

boats' crews had effected the destruction of the house designated.

The officers and men of this vessel behaved with the greatest spirit

and enthusiasm. Much praise is due to First Master Edward Shaw
and Third Master James Martin for the efficient manner in which the
batteries were worked.
I would particularly call your attention to the gallant conduct of

Second JMaster Jason Goudy, in charge of the boats on shore, who suc-

ceeded in destroying the house under such heavy fire, and Gunner
Herman Peters, in charge of the howitzer, who displayed the greatest
coolness and courage, although exposed to the whole fire of the enemy,
all but one of his men having been wounded.
My thanks are also due to Pilots Hiner and Sebastian for their cool-

ness under such a tremendous fire of musketry, our vessel being per-
fectly riddled with balls.

My aid, Acting Paymaster William B. Coleman, rendered me valu-
able assistance during the action.

I have sent Lieutenant Commanding Shirk to Cairo with the trans-
port Izetta, loaded with the balance of the wheat I left at Clifton. I
shall remain about here, paying Pittsburg a daily visit, which I hope
will prevent the rebels from accomplishing their object. Captain
Shirk will lay before* you the importance of keeping open this, as well
as all other points above here.

I have learned from reliable authority that the rebels have some
4,000 troops in Florence, five or six thousand in and about Eastport
and I. U. Ka. [luka] (near Bear Creek Bridge) , and that they are for-

tifying in that vicinity. You will see, therefore, the necessity of my
remaining here.

I We expended 95 shell, 30 stand of grape, 10 of canister, and 67
roimds or shrapnel, grape, etc., from howitzer.





om

</3

tfi
e



NAVAL POBCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 645

Enclosed is Acting Assistant Surgeon T. H. Kearney's report of

casualties, to whom I am indebted for his unremitting attention to the

wounded.
I feel confident that we inflicted a severe loss on the enemy, as sev-

eral bodies were seen on the ground and many seen to fall.

I also enclose Lieutenant Commanding Shirk's report.

Hoping that my course will meet your approbation, I have the honor
to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. GwiN,
Lieut., Comdg. Division of Gunhoats, Tennessee River.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces on Western Waters.

[Enclosure.]

List of casualties sustained on hoard the V. S. gunioat Tyler, March 1, 1862, in
the action at Pittsburg, Tenn.

Pleasant Gilbert, seaman; gunshot wound of leg, necessitating

amputation of the limb. Crawford T. Hill, seaman
;
gunshot wound

of forearm. John Matthews, seaman; gunshot (flesh) wound of

shoulder, slight. G. W. Shull, seaman; gunshot wound of back,

slight. Robert Bell, seaman; gunshot wound of arm (flesh) and
chest; not penetrating.

In detachment of Thirty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteers, U. S.

Army (Company C), carried on board: Captain Phillips, gunshot
wound (flesh) of leg. Daniel Messick, orderly sergeant ; killed.

Respectfully,
Thos. H. Keabney,

Assistant Surgeon, V. S. Gunboat Service.

Lieutenant Commanding W. Gwin.

Beport of Lieutenant Shirk, XT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Lezlngrton.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington,
Savannah, Tenn., March 1, 1862.

Sir : In company with the gunboat Tyler, Lieutenant Command-
ing Gwin, I this day proceeded in this vessel up the river to a landing

on the west side, called Pittsburg, distant about 9 miles from this

place.

When we had arrived within 1,200 or 1,300 yards of Pittsburg, we
were fired upon by a rebel battery, consisting, as well as I could judge,

of six or eight fieldpieces, one of which at least was rifled.

We returned their fire with shell, which was exceedingly well

directed, and continued until after their guns were silenced.

By order of Lieutenant Commanding Gwin I dispatched on shore

two armed boats in charge of Second Master Martin Dunn, contain-

ing, in addition to their own proper crews, a detachment of Company
K, Thirty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteers, commanded by First

Lieutenant John J. Rider, with orders to follow the motions of the

Tyler's boats.
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While the boats were being landed we kept up a steady fire of grape
and shell, raking the side of the hill.

The landing party having accomplished their object, and being met
by a much superior force, retired, receiving in their retreat a most
terrific fire of musketry. The enemy also fired several volleys of
musketry at the gunboats, and then retired back from the brow of the
hill.

After the boats returned we gave the rebels a few more shell and,
receiving no answer, we dropped down the river to this place.

My men report having seen several dead rebels upon the hill and I,

myself, saw a shell from this vessel, after the return of the boats, take
effect upon a field officer, emptying his saddle, and dropping 3 foot
soldiers.

I can not speak in too high terms of the gallantry, good discipline,

and spirit evinced by the officers and men whom I have the honor to
command.
For the efficient services of himself and his command I am greatly

indebted to First Lieutenant John J. Rider, Company K, Thirty-
second Regiment Illinois Volunteers.

I regret to have to report the following casualties, viz : James Sulli-
van (seaman^, killed; Patrick Sullivan (seaman), missing; Thomas
M. Borland (seaman), missing; John Hines (corporal), Company K,
Thirty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteers.
James Sullivan was seen to fall upon the field, shot through the

breast.

During the action there were expended 45 8-inch shell, 25 6-inch
shell, and 16 stand of grape.
Two rifles and one musket are missing ; they are those taken by the

unfortunate men whom we have lost.

I have the honor to be, sir, j'our most obedient servant,
James W. Shirk,

„ „ Lieutenant, Commandina.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

^

Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., March 3, 1862.
* * * * * * *

Saturday gunboats Tyler and Lexington attacked rebel battery of
sixguns, supported by two regiments of infantry and one of cavalry
at Pittsburg, on Tennessee River. Under cover of the grape and shell
of gunboats, some sailors and two companies of Illinois sharpshooters
landed and destroyed house where battery had been placed The en-emy being reinforced, our men returned to gunboats. Loss, 2 killed
6 missing, and 6 wounded. Enemy's much greater.

'

G. W. CULLUM,

Major-General Halleck,
Brigadier-General.

St. Louis, Mo.
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Report of Flag-Offlcer Foote, TJ. S. Navy, transmitting additional Information.

Cairo, March 6, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to forward a report just received from Lieu-
tenant Commanding Gwin, of the Tyler, communicating important
information, which, with a telegram just received from General
Grant, commanding at Fort Henry, stating that the rebels were forti-
fying Savannah, on the Tennessee River, and calling for an addi-
tional gunboat, has been communicated to General Halleck. I shall
probably send an additional gunboat, making three boats on that
river.

The Assistant Secretary of War is now in my office and is informed
of the state of things, and we shall be able to meet the demands, I
trust, by having a force at hand sufficient to prevent any fortifications
being erected on the Tennessee as far up as the stage of water will
permit the gunboats to ascend the river.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,

^
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

U. S. Gunboat Ttler,
Cairo, III., March 5, 1862.

Sir : I have returned from up the Tennessee, having left Pittsburg
(the place of our late engagement) last night. The enemy has not
renewed his attempt to fortify. I watched the point closely, and
yesterday landed under flag of truce, which was allowed to go a mile
from the river before being stopped by their pickets. No sign of a

renewed attempt could be discovered.

In my report of the engagement I stated that I felt confident the
enemy had suffered severely. I can now report that on the morning
after the engagement (Sunday), 9 dead bodies and 100 wounded,
many of them mortally, were counted in their camp, which had been
removed the evening of the engagement 3 miles back from the river.

Some tents, where they were carrying badly wounded men they
would not allow anyone to visit, they were still bringing in wounded.
There is no doubt of the correctness of the above.

It was reported that they buried 15 the evening of the engagement.
I think I can safely put their loss down at 20 killed and 100 wounded.
Their force, engaged on that day, was 1,000 infantry (Louisiana),

500 cavalry (Mississippi), besides a battery of six pieces of field

artillery. Two guns, - 32-pounders, were on the ground, but not
mounted.

I have reliable information that the enemy have now at Corinth,

Miss., 18 miles from the Tennessee River (Pittsburg), junction of
Mobile and Ohio and Memphis and Charleston railroads, 15,000 to

20,000 troops.
"*

At Henderson Station, 18 miles from Coffee Landing, Tennessee

River, and 35 miles by railroad from Corinth, some 10,000 or 12,000,

bodies of troops arriving every day, mostly from Columbus, and some
from Louisiana.
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At Bear Creek Bridge, 7 miles back of Eastport, Miss., they have
from 8,000 to 10,000, and are fortifying.

At Chickasaw, Ala., I understand, they are erecting heavy bat-

teries. This last not very reliable.

Information received last night near Savannah, Tenn., from a reli-

able source indicates that General [A. Sidney] Johnston, with all his

force, is falling back from Murfreesboro to Decatur, Ala., the place

where the Memphis and Charleston Railroad crosses the Tennessee
Eiver and the junction of the railroad leading from Nashville to

that place, showing that they are preparing to send large reinforce-

ments to iBear Creek.
The result of the recent elections in Hardin and McNairy counties.

South Tennessee, will prove to you that the Union sentiment is very
strong throughout that section of the State.

The former gave 500 majority for the Union candidate out of a
poll of 1,000 votes; the latter gave 200 majority Union out of a poll

of 1,800 votes.

The constant cry from them to me is, " Send us arms and a suflS-

cient force to protect us in organizing and we will drive the seces-

sionists out of Tennessee ourselves."
I enlisted a few more men. Captain Phillips recruited several

for his company.
I have captured J. B. Kendrick, of Captain [B. A.] Fitzgerald's

company of Tennessee volunteers, who represents himself as a colonel
of militia of the State of Tennessee, and Clay Kendrick, private in
Captain Fitzgerald's company, Colonel Crews's regiment, Tennessee
volunteers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Gwin,
Lieutenant, Comdg. Division of Gunboats.on Tennessee River.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces on Western Waters.

Letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Officer
Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding various matters.

Navy Department, March 1, 1862.
Mt Dear Sir: As we are just receiving your letters of the 31st

December, 1861, 1 fancy you never got any of my notes. I observed
that you were taken down from Clarksville when bound to Nashville,
and I imagined the reason at once. I also notice your proposition
about first going to Fort Henry. I will take care that these matters
shall be placed publicly to your credit; have no fears on that head.
Carter has raised you 100 men at Erie, and 50 seamen will go from
New York. We do this with five ships waiting for crews, and the
Narragansett not yet relieved, though their times are up. Please
keep us posted up with official documents and copies of telegraphs, as
in the [Forts] Henry and Donelson affairs—all received—so that I can
liave copies in the hands of naval friends. J. W. Grimes, of the Sen-
ate, IS your strong friend

; perhaps a note to him, giving a narrative
(not complaining), would be agreeable. Your reputation is that of
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the Navy and the cause, and well you have sustained it under difficul-

ties that place the entire credit on your head, and none here, or with
the Western general. I understand him. Is Perry sick or well? I
wish some trophy of your noble fight at Fort Henry. Can you send
any little flags or old swords for distribution to the naval committees ?

With the warmest wishes for your health and safety—success you
will win

—

Yours, most truly,

G. V. Fox.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Commanding Naval Forces in Western Waters.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis March 1, 1862.

Transportation is going down the river for General Pope as rapidly
as we can collect it. If he can reach the river a little above New
Madrid and out of the reach of their guns, he may cut off all rein-

forcements from Columbus. Consult Commodore Foote, and with
Pope fix a day for the attack on New Madrid and a mortar bombard-
ment of Columbus. My idea of the demonstration on Columbus is

to anchor the mortar boats near the bank on the Belmont side, so as
to be covered, and use the gunboats mainly to defend them. The gun-
boats should not be much exposed, but should reserve themselves for
the real attack.

Send copy of this to General Pope.
H. W. Halleck,

Major-General.
Brigadier-General Cullum,

Cairo.

Personal letter from Lieutenant Wise, U. S. Navy, to Flag-Officer
Foote, V. S. Navy.

Bureau of Ordnance, Navt Department,
Washington City, March 1, 1862.

My Dear Foote : I want you to send officially to the Navy Depart-
ment the facts with reference to the project for taking Fort Henry,
[Tenn.]. You sent a telegram bearing on the matter to Commodore
Smith, which Fox has had copied and handed to several senators;

but he thinks, as I think, that so important a document, together with
the concomitant circumstances, should be placed on the archives of

the Department, as much for your reputation as for the credit of
the Navy.
The President directed me yesterday to telegraph Halleck to send

the two gunboats from the Cumberland to Cairo for repairs, as you
requested, and Halleck replied, " They have been sent to Nashville by
direction of General McClellan," which I have not shown the Presi-

dent, as it might make trouble ; and more especially since you say in

your dispatch of yesterday that the boats would be required some time
longer up the rivers.
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The Department has sent you all the drilled seamen, 50, that could

be spared, and they have been jerked out of the Sabine, very much
to the disgust of Commodore Kinggold, the captain of that ship.

I take your dispatches to the President at whatever moment, night

or day, they arrive, and as I rarely leave the wires before 2 or 3

o'clock in the morning the telegrams never lie idle. From the begin-

ning of this mortar business, he was perplexed to know how to get

matters straight, but when he put me on the track I made it clear to

him, and since then the machme has been flying along with not a
break-down or any risk of a break-up, so long as I can hold on to the
levers.

Your Nashville proclamation is thought by everybody to have
been excellent and not a word too much or too few, and the only sen-

sible document of the kind yet published.
I wish you all manner of health and success, my friend, and hope

soon to hear that you are playing " Hail Columbia " at Colimibus.
Ever faithfully, yours,

H. A. Wise,
U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 1, 1862.
(Received March 2d.)

Three more mortars are mounted, making 35. Three mortar boats
remain and two mortars.

I have applied to the Secretary of the Navy to have the rebel gun-
boat East-port, lately captured in the Tennessee River, fitted up as a
gunboat, with her machinery in and lumber. She can be fitted out for
about $20,000, and in three weeks. We want such a fast and powerful
boat. Do telegraph about her, as we now have carpenters and cargo
ahead on her and she is just what we want. I should run about in
her and save time and do good service. Our other ironclad boats are
too slow. The Eastport was a steamer on the river, and she, being a
good boat, would please the West.
No reply yet from the Secretary and time is precious.

A. H. FooTE,

r, T, ^ Flag-Omcer.
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,

Navy Department.

Columbus, Ky., evacuated by the Confederates and occupied by the
Union forces March 1-4, 1862.

Eeport of Plag-Offlcer Foote, U. S. Navy.

Cairo, March 1, 1862.
Sir: Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, sent ^ith a flag of truce

to-day to Columbus, has this instant returned, and reports that
Columbus IS bemg evacuated. He saw the rebels burning their winter
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quarters and removing their heavy guns on the bluffs, but the guns
in the water batteries remain intact. He also saw a large force of
cavalry drawn up ostentatiously on the bluffs, but no infantry to be
seen as heretofore. An encampment seen in our armed reconnoissance
a few days since has been removed. Large fires were visible in the
town of Columbus and upon the river banks below, indicating the
destruction of the town, military stores, and equipments. I shall
consult General CuUum and we shall probably proceed to Columbus
with the force we have ready soon after daylight. General Polk
informs us that he will send a flag of truce at meridian to-morrow to
the point where the flags of truce met to-day, in reference to which
we shall be governed according to circumstances. But as General
Cullum has not been fully consulted, I can give no particular infor-
mation of our movements to-morrow.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oficer, Comdg. V. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Hon. Gideon WeiiLes,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Caibo, March 3, 186S.

I have made an armed reconnoissance within 3 or 4 miles of Colum-
bus to-day with the ironclad steamers Cincinnati and Louisville, with
Conunanders Stembel, Dove, and Phelps, but the rain and dense fog
prevented us from ascertaining whether or not the water battery had
been removed, although we saw fires at Columbus and in rear of the
bluff upon which heavy guns had been mounted, indicating an evacu-
ation. I shall propose to General Cullum to confer with General
Halleck, suggesting that in a few days a land force, together with
several gun and mortar boats, return to Columbus and take possession

of that place.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ojficer.

Hon. G. Welles.

[Telegram.]

Columbus, Kt., March 4, 1S6£.

Sir : Columbus is in our possession. My armed reconnoissance on
the 2d instant caused a hasty evacuation, the rebels leaving quite a

number of guns and carriages, ammimition, and large quantity of

shot and shell, a considerable number of anchors, and the remnant of

chain lately stretched across the river, with a large number of torpe-

does. Most of the huts, tents, and quarters destroyed. The works
are of very great strength, consisting of formidable tiers of batteries

on the water side and on the land side surrounded by a ditch and
abatis. General Sherman, with Lieutenant Commanding Phelps,

not knowing that the works were last evening occupied by 400 cav-

alry of the Second Illinois Cavalry, as a scouting party sent by Gen-
eral Sherman from Paducah, made a bold dash to the shore under

the batteries, hoisting the American flag on the summit of the bluff,
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greeted by the hearty cheers of our brave tars and soldiers. The force

consisted of 6 gunboats, 4 mortar boats, and 3 transports, having on

board two regiments and two battalions of infantry, under command
of Colonel Buford, General CuUum and General Sherman being in

command of the troops. The former, leaving a sick bed to go ashore,

discovered what was evidently a magazine on fire at both extremities,

and immediately ordered the train to be cut and thus saved the lives

of the garrison. While I can not express too strongly my admiration

of the gallantry and wise counsels of the distinguished aid and engi-

neer of General Halleck, General Cullum, I must add that Command-
ers Dove, Walke, and Stembel, and Lieutenants Commanding Paul-

ding, Thompson, Shirk, and Phelps, the latter being in command of

the mortar division, assisted by Lieutenant Lyford, of the Ordnance

Corps of the TJ. S. Army, nobly performed their duty. I have my
flag aboard the Cincinnati, commanded by the gallant Commander
Stembel. General Sherman remains temporarily in command at

Columbus.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.^

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

Beport of Flag-Offloer Foote, IT. S. Navy.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Cincinnati,
Columbus, March ^, 186'B.

Sir: I have the honor to forward a copy of the telegram sent to

the Department to-day announcing the fall of Columbus.
The fleet not being in a condition to proceed down to Island No.

10, and to New Madrid, where the rebels are reported as fortifying, I

leave for Cairo immediately to make the necessary preparation for

going down the river with a suitable force of ^nboats and mortar
boats in a proper condition for effective service. I am fully im-
pressed with the importance of proceeding to New Madrid as soon
as possible, where General Pope has arrived with 10,000 men; but
such is the condition of my command that I shall decline moving, as

I informed Generals Sherman and Cullum, unless I am ordered to do
so by the Secretary of the Navy, as I must be the judge of the condi-
tion of the fleet and when it is prepared for the service required.

It is due to Commander Pennock, the fleet captain, and to Mr. San-
ford, the ordnance officer of the flotilla, to say to the Department that
these efficient officers earnestly entreated me to permit them to go on
this expedition as well as up the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers,

but their services in preparing the gun and mortar boats at Cairo be-
ing absolutely necessary, I reluctantly denied their application from
a sense of duty to the Government; yet their services should be re-

garded as important to the ^reat object of the expedition as if they
had participated personally in the different actions.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Commanding Naval Forces.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City, D. C.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 1, 186^.

Captain Phelps reports Columbus being evacuated now; guns,
except from water battery, removed; quarters burned. Large force
of cavalry but no infantry visible. Encampment seen Tuesday on
bluff gone. Columbus on fire and stores probably being destroyed.
Polk did not send ladies, but proposes sending flag to some point to-
morrow at 12 o'clock. Foote will make demonstration to-morrow or
Monday.

G. W. CULLUM,
Brigadier-General,

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis, Mo.

Beport of Brigadier-General Cnllam, V. S. Army.

Columbus, Ky., March ^,.1862.

Columbus, the Gibraltar of the West, is ours, and Kentucky is

free, thanks to the brilliant strategy of the campaign, by which the
enemy's center was pierced at Forts Henry and Donelson, his wings
isolated from each other and turned, compelling thus the evacua-
tion of his strongholds of Bowling Green first and now Columbus.
At 4 o'clock this morning the flotilla, under Flag-Officer Foote,

consisting of six gunboats, commanded by Captains Dove, Walke,
Stembel, Paulding, Thompson, and Shirk ; and four mortar boats, in
charge of Captain Phelps, U. S. Navy, assisted by Lieutenant Lyford,
Ordnance Corps, U. S. Army ; and three transports, conveying Colonel
Buford's Twenty-seventh Illinois Regiment and battalions of the
Fifty-fourth and Seventy-first Ohio and Fifty-fifth Illinois, com-
manded by Majors Andrews and Sanger, the whole brigade being
under Brigadier-General Sherman, who rendered me most valuable
and efficient assistance.

On arriving at Columbus it was difficult to say whether the forti-

fications were occupied by our own cavalry on a scout from Paducah
or by the enemy. Every preparation was made for opening fire and
landing the infantry when General Sherman and Captain Phelps,
with 30 soldiers, made a dashing reconnoissance with a tug, steaming
directly under the water batteries. Satisfied that our troops had pos-
session, they landed, ascended to the summit of the bluff, and together
planted the stars and stripes amid the heartiest cheers of our brave
tars and soldiers.

Though rising from a sick bed to go upon the expedition, I could
not resist landing to examine the works, which are of immense
strength, consisting of tiers upon tiers of batteries on the river front

and a strong parapet and ditch, covered by a thick abatis, on the land
side. The fortifications appear to have been evacuated hastily,

considerable quantity of ordnance and ordnance stores, a number of
anchors, and the remnant of the chain which was once stretched over
the river, and a large supply of torpedoes remaining. Desolation
was visible everywhere; huts, tents, barracks presented nothing but
their black^ed remains. Though the town was spared, I discovered
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what appeared a large magazine smoking from both extremities and

caused the train to be immediately cut. A garrison was left in the

work of nearly 2,000 infantry and 400 cavalry, which I will

strengthen immediately. j- . i

I urged upon Flag-Officer Foote the importance of immediately

attacking the batteries of Island No. 10 and New Madrid, but that

gallant commodore, after consulting with his brave captains, was of

the opinion that two or three days of repairs to the gunboats was

indispensable. ^ ,,^ ^
G. W. CULLUM,

Brigadier-General Volunteers, U. S. Army, Chief of Staff.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Lo^tis, Mo.

[Telegram.]

CkJLTJMBUs, Ky., March 2, 1862.

The work is done. Columbus gone. Self and staff move in half

an hour. Everything secured.
L. PoiiK.

Hon. J. P. Benjamin,
Secretary of War.

Keport of Uajor-Oeneral Polk, C. S. Army.

Hdqrs. First Grand Division, Army of the Mississippi,

Humboldt, Tenn., March 11, 1862.

* * if m * * *

In pursuance to instructions received from the Department I

evacuated Columbus, as I informed Mr. Benjamin by telegraph, on
the 3d. The work was done promptly and thoroughly, though under
the guns of the enemy's boats. The operation was effectually masked,
and I retired, all my military stores of every description, ammunition,
and guns all being removed. I fired the buildings of every descrip-

tion erected by the army, and with my staff brought up the rear. I

had been there just six months; had a small force always under my
command ; had made the post well-nigh impregnable ; a solid barrier,

shutting out the enemy from the Mississippi Valley by the river. The
necessity compelling its abandonment was a trying one, but it was
met as described.

I have taken position below at Island No. 10, where I have erected
a series of batteries, which makes the passage down the river by boats
as difficult as at Columbus, and which can be held by a much smaller
force.' I send you, by the messenger who takes this, maps of the
locality. I do not think the enemy's gunboats can pass the island,
and think that General McCown, with his army of 8,000, will hold it.

He has part of his force at New Madrid, part at Madrid Bend and
Island No. 10. His right flank is protected oy a chain of lakes. Hoi-
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lins' fleet is aiding him in holding New Madrid. If he should have to
give that point up it would not involve by any means a surrender of
the river (I mean the town of New Madrid, and indeed the Missouri
shore) . He can hold the island and the bend, and keep the enemy off
from the Tennessee side by his gunboats.*******

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant and friend,

L. Polk,
Major-General, Commanding.

His Excellency President Davis.

[Telegram.]

Washington, [Marcfi^ 2, 1862.

The President instructs me to inform you that you have his author-
ity to fit the steamer Eastport according to the plan proposed in your
telegram to me dated yesterday.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Ordnance.

Flag-Officer Foote.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 3, 1862.

(Received 10 a. m., 4th.)

Thirty-seven mortars are mounted and one mortar astray ; but we
have enough and to spare.

I go to Columbus at 4 a. m. to-morrow with five gunboats, four mor-
tar boats, and two regiments to take possession.

Say to the Secretary of the Navy that I shall give a general order
not to land from gunboats in my absence, as men must not be risked

except in fighting on board. The army ought to do the shore work.
Generals CuUum and Sherman go with me in the morning.

A. H. Foote,
FUg-Ofjicer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

Order of Flag-O-flicer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Gwin, U. 8.

Navy, restricting the naval force from operations on shore.

Cairo, March 4, 1862.

Sir : I have received your report and have forwarded it to the hon-

orable Secretary of the Navy, with commendatory remarks. But I

must give a general order that no commander will land men to make
an attack on shore. Our gunboats are to be used as forts, a&d as they
have no more men than are necessary to man the guns, and as the army
must do the shore work, and as the enemy want nothing better than to
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entice our men on shore and overpower them with superior numbers,

the commanders must not operate on shore, but confine themselves to

their vessels.

In haste, respectfully, etc.,

A. H. FooTE.

Lieutenant Commanding Gwin.

P. S.—Be cautious, as it is an element equally necessary to bravery

;

and life must not be risked without a prospect of entire success.

A. H. F.

[Telegram.]

,
Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

St. Louis, March 4, 1862.

The gun and mortar boats should not wait for repairs, but make
an immediate demonstration on Island No. 10, and, ir possible, assist

General Pope at New Madrid. This is of vital importance, and there

should be no delay. I have much better information than you have
of the condition of affairs, and, where possible, my instructions

should be obeyed.
H. W. Halleck,

Major-Gerisral.

Brigadier-General Cullum and Flag-Officer Foote,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 5, 1862.

The soldiers sent here from the Army of the Potomac are clamor-
ous for their arrears of pay, due them previous to their coming out,
which they say was promised them on their arrival here.
Will you immediately ascertain how these men can be paid up to

the time of their transfer to the gunboat service, as we can not pay
them in this way, which causes great disaffection among them.

I pay them as seamen at the rate of $18 per month from the time
of entering in the gunboat service, without any reference to their
army accounts. They ought to be paid up to the time of their
transfer to the Navy.
The pilot houses and some other parts of the gunboats and

machinery being out of order, I can not with safety move down the
river for two or three days. ,

Mortar boats are nearly ready.

A. H. Foote,

/-I -r. ^ Flag-OMcer.
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,

Navy Defartment.
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[Telegram.]

Washington City, March 5, 1862—6:30 p. m.
The President has issued instructions to the War Office to pay the

men transferred from the Army.
The shrapnel and ordnance mechanic went by express to-day.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance,

Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Navt Department, March 5, 1862.

Foote hy in his flotilla Vlll-inch guns of 63-cwt., 1 X-inch Dahl-
gren, IX-inch Dahlgren, and the howitzers you have sent. He has
besides the army 42-pounder rifled, which I presume will not require
tools.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Captain Dahlgren.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 5, 1862.

(Received 6th.)

I left two mortar boats yesterday at Columbus, and am preparing
eight more to move next week on Island No. 10 and upon New
Madrid.
The gunboats have been so much cut up in the late engagements at

Forts Henry and Donelson in the pilot houses, hulls, and disabled

machinery, that I could not induce the pilot to go in them again in a
fight until they are repaired.

I regret this, as we ought to move in the quickest possible time,

but I have declined doing it, being utterly unprepared, although
General Halleck says go, and not wait for repairs ; but that can not
be done without creating a stampede amongst the pilots and most of
the newly made officers, to say nothing of the disasters which must
follow if the rebels fight as they have done of late.

We want no more men.
I have sent an additional ironclad gunboat to Columbus.

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Oificer.

Chief or Bureatj of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

N w B—VOL 22 42
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[Telegram.]

March 6, 1862—9 a. m.

The mechanic is ready to start and will go to Cairo to-day. No
IX-inch shrapnel have been sent to Cairo. Would it not be well to

send some?
The 42-pounders on the Benton and other boats should be replaced

by IX-inch or Xl-inch guns.
J. A. Dahlgren.

Captain Harwood,
Chief of Ordnance.

Letter from Brigadier-General Cullum, U. *?. Arm-t/, to Flag-Officer

Foote, U. S. Navy, requesting a demonstration upon Island No. 10

and New Madrid.
Department of the Missouri,

Cairo, III., March 6, 1862.

Flag-Officer : Major-General Halleck desires that a demonstration

by gun and mortar boats should be made by Monday morning next

upon Island No. 10 and then upon New Madrid, in order to relieve

the command of General Pope, now in front of that place. The forces

of General Pope are needed for movement up the Tennessee and
must be ordered back without results unless we can bring them by
river early next week, after capturing Island No. 10 and New
Madrid.
To eflPect these important results, I desire to know whether you can

have ready for service by Sunday night four gun and four mortar
boats; if so, I will provide transports for movement of land forces

for as many as may be necessary to remove from New Madrid and
such portion of General Pope's forces as can be safely spared after

capturing New Madrid and Island No. 10.

Your immediate attention will greatly oblige,

Yours, respectfully, and most obedient servant,

Geo. W. Ctjllitm,
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff and Engineers.

Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Flotilla, Western Waters.

Order of Major-General Halleck, U. S. Army, to Brigadier-General
Cullum, U. S. Army, regarding faulty cooperation on the part of
the Navy.

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,
St. Louis, March 7, 1862.

I did not wish Commodore Foote to attack Island No. 10 with his
gunboats. On the contrary, I directed that they should not be ex-
posed to enemy's batteries. All they were to be used for was to pro-
tect the mortar boats from sharpshooters and field batteries. 1 be-
lieve that a few hours' bombardment with mortar boats would have
caused the enemy to evacuate. If not, it would have served as a
demonstration and reconnoissance. If my instructions had been
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obeyed in the bombardment of Columbus, we should have saved much
of the enemy's guns and property. I repeat, I do not want the gun-
boats to fight till they are ready.
As Commodore Foote declines to cooperate. General Pope's army

will be immediately withdrawn, except so much as may be necessary
to secure the road against any advance of the enemy. I will telegraph
him orders, to be immediately forwarded from Cairo. Provide trans-

portation as rapidly as possible and send them up the Tennessee.

H. W. Hahjick,
Major-General.

Brigadier-General Cdllum,
Cairo.

Unofficial letter from the Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Flag-
Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding proposed construction of
ironclads.

Navt Department, March 7, 1862.

My Dear Commodore : Under the law authorizing the building of

ironclad vessels the Department proposes to construct some of them
on the Western waters, and it would be very desirable .if you could
give your views, either directly to the Department or to some of

those persons West who propose to meet the advertisement of the

Department. We ought to avail ourselves of the experience you
have acquired in actual battle.

Yours, very truly,

G. V. Fox.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

March 7, 1862—2 : 25 p. m.

Can you send the screw cutter to Cairo, and will it be necessary to

send a workman with it?

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Captain Dahlgren,
Navy Yard.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 7, 1868.

(Received 1 : 15 p. m., 8th.)

The Benton is underway and barely stems the strong current of the

Ohio, which is 5 Imots per hour in this rise of water, but hope, by
putting her between two ironclad steamers to-morrow, she will stem

the current and work comparatively well. I will report to-morrow.

I hope on Wednesday to take down seven ironclad gjunboats and ten

mortar boats to attack Island No. 10 and New Madnd.
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A portion of iron plating for pilot houses and chains are yet on

board of a steamer from Cincinnati which was pressed to go up to

the Cumberland, but will be here to-morrow or next day.

As the current in the Mississippi is in some places Y knots per hour,

the ironclad boats can hardly return here, therefore we must go well

prepared, which detains us longer than even you would imagine nec-

essary from your navy-yard and smooth-water standpoint.

Assistant Secretary Scott has been to Columbus to-day and received

General Pillow's official report.

We are doing our best, but our difficulties and trials are legion.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Chief of BuKEAir of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

Medical report regarding injury sustained hy Flag-Officer Foote,

V. S. Navy.
Cairo, March 8, 1862.

I have to-day carefully examined the results of the injury which
Flag-Officer Foote received on the 14th of last month in the attack on
Fort Donelson and found them as follows: The anterior portion of

the instep of the left foot is considerably swollen and painful, es-

pecially when pressure is made on the center of the back and sole of
the foot, or when movements of the toes are attempted. The skin
does not present any discoloration, the sheaths of the tendons of the
extensors of the toes are distended and the periosteum of the meta-
tarsal bones of the great and second toes thickened; in other words,
the effects of the bruise have entirely ceased, as far as the skin and
areolar tissue are concerned, while they are still existing in the fibrous
structures of the part. The bones were not directly injured, nor is

there any displacement or secondary affections of the articulations
with which they enter. Judging from the present aspects of the case,

and the length of time elapsed since the infliction of the injury, I
must suppose that it was either of a very severe character from the
first, or that very little, if any, improvement has taken place in con-
sequence of neglect of the main [requirements] of a cure, viz, abso-
lute rest and horizontal position of the whole extremity.

GEOrKEY AlGUER, M. D.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote^ TJ. S. Navy, to Major-General Grant,
U. S. Army, transmitting copy of telegram expressing opinion
regarding capture of Fort Henry.

Cairo, March 8, 1862. •

My Dear General: In your letter to me enclosing your sister's
touching and beautiful note, showing a highly cultivated and delicate
mind, crowned with strong religious faith, you mention Phelps's con-
gratulatory letter, but make no allusion to mine. I also wrote you
as earnest, if not as good, an effusion of congratulation at being
promoted, as it were, on that sanguinary field where you have placed
your name so high on the pages of your country's history, but it
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seems you did not receive this; therefore, take this as a substitute,

and give my love, the love of an old man, to your accomplished sister,

who I know will take it from the friend of her distinguished brother.
I send a copy of my telegram and shall be most happy to enlarge

upon it, giving the details if you wish, as we were anxious to proceed
against Fort Henry before I ever heard of its being the intention to
do so from any higher quarter.

Excuse my chirography and composition, as I am in a hurry, and
believe me as ever.

Yours, most faithfully,

A. H. FooTE.
Maior-General Grant,

Commanding, etc.

[Enclosure.]

Cairo, January 28, 1862.

Commanding General Grant and myself are of opinion that Fort
Henry, on the Tennessee River, can be carried with four ironclad

gunboats and troops to permanently occupy.
Have we your authority to move for that purpose when ready ?

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-OJIficer.

[General Haij^eck.]

[Endorsement.]

The above copy was forwarded by Commodore Foote, who re-

quested me to verify it at the telegraph office.

It (the office copy) differs from the above slightly. As it stands

above, with erasures and interlineations, it comports with the office

copy. Commodore Foote thinks his copy right, as he says he would
hardly have addressed you as "Commanding Grant."^

c.c.w.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 8, 1862.

Sent first telegram to Pope at 10, and at 2 a special messenger, with

your last instructions. Have urged Foote again and a,gam to go

down with gun and mortar boats, but can not induce him to move
before Wednesday. Will have railroad so far completed to-morrow

as to send the whole reinforcements to Pope, unless you direct other-

wise.
G. W. CuiiLtTM,

Brigadier-General.

Major-General Halleck.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters, Department of the Missouri,

St. Louis, March 8, 1862.

Two additional gunboats (unarmored will do) should be sent up
the Tennessee. I have just received General Pope's dispatch of the
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5th, saying that he occupied Point Pleasant on the evening of the

4th and could hold it. Ir so, perhaps he had better hold on and not

withdraw his forces. I am anxiously waiting for further infor-

mation.
H. W. Halleck,

Major-General.

Thomas A. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War, Cairo, III.

[Telegram.

J

Cairo, III., March 8, 1862.

Commodore Foote says it is impossible for fleet to be ready before
Wednesday, and I hope General Pope can maintain position until

then.

Can you arrange to meet General Buell in Louisville on Monday?
If you leave St. Louis Sunday evening by way of Mitchell you
can reach Louisville on Monday morning. General Buell can reach
Louisville Sunday night or Monday morning. It seems to me
important that an interview should take place, and thus fully under-
stand the work before both. Please answer.

Thomas A. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Major-General Halleck.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, to Brigadier-General
Gullum, V. S. Army, stating his unreadiness to cooperate against
Island No. 10.

Cairo, March 8, 1862.
General : I have repeatedly stated to you and to Assistant Secre-

• tary Scott that I shall not be ready with the flotilla to move on
Island No. 10 and New Madrid until Wednesday, leaving here in the
course of that day with gun and mortar boats.

If I am peremptorily ordered to move before that time by Assistant
Secretary of War Colonel Scott, I shall try to do it, but under a
remonstrance that I shall deem it an act mvolving, in all proba-
bility, the most disastrous consequences to the flotilla and to the
service for which it was designed to perform.
The pilot houses are unsafe and the vessels are not in a condition

which would enable them to make anything of a stand against such
a resistance as the rebels have made in every instance. I can not
therefore, except under this strong remonstrance, be a party to an act
which I believe would terminate in the utter demoralization of my
command. ^

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,

Ti A- r^ , ^ ^ Flag-Oificer.
Brigadier-General Geo. W. Cullum,

Chief of Staff and Engineers.
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Letter from Flag-Offlcer Foote, U. S. Navy, to the Quartermaster-
General, V. S. Arm,y, regarding pay for the men.

Cairo, March 9, 1862.

My Dear General: Your letter referring to the payment of sol-

diers $18 per month was received this evening, and as Assistant Secre-
tary Scott is here, who fully understands the peculiarities and em-
barrassments of our condition, I asked him if he would explain it,

and have given him your letter for that purpose.
Situated as we are here, and having at times received men from

St. Louis who were discharged from the Army after shipping in the
flotilla, I naturally, even if not properly, applied the same rule or
rate of pay as to them. It would be difficult, indeed, to go on with
the flotilla, or even to keep the men, if we made a difference in per-
sons performing the same duty now. It would lead to a stampede
among them if we attempt to reduce their pay; and if it is to be
charged against me by the Government, I must see the flotilla is not
rendered ineffective, or keep up the rate of pay which I have insti-

tuted. Still, the loss of half or all my pay would in itself be a slight

consideration to the mental agony and physical exhaustion which I

have suffered for the last six months. No results, however successful,

would at all compensate me for what I have suffered in the progress
of our work. Although results which can tend to vindicate our right

to retain all the States in the Union would be cheaply purchased at

my sacrifice and that of dozens like me, with a wounded foot keep-

ing me on crutches in great pain, leads me to say that whenever the

Department is disposed to send any officer in my place I will will-

ingly surrender my position to him.

The changing or crews, for want of men, from disabled to sound
ships, with other difficulties, has rendered it impossible to keep the

financial, as well as all other departments of the flotilla, in that strict

and correct form that in a regular service belonging exclusively to

either War or Navy Departments would do; still, I write rather to

explain why I consult Secretary Scott, and trust that you will appre-

ciate my motives.

We move on Island No. 10 and New Madrid on Wednesday, and
expect to fight at both places. I have sent Captain Wise to stop re-

pairs on the Essex till the estimates are sent to you for approval.

I am required to send Lieutenant Wise a telegram daily, which is

read to the President, all of which I presume you understand, which,

with my absence and great pressure of business, has prevented my
writing to you much of late.

In a great hurry, I am, respectfully and truly, yours,
A. H. FooTE.

Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster-General, Washington, D. G.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Missouri,

St. Louis, March 10, 186£.

Send all siege guns to Pope he wants. I understand you have

six—enough for both lines. Why can't Commodore Foote move
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to-morrow? It is all important. By delay he spoils aU my plans.

Persuade him to go see Scott and have him assist you.
H. W. Halleck,

Major-General.
Brigadier-General Cullttm,

Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Headquartehs Department or the Missouri,
St. Louis, March 10, 186'2.

Flotilla should go down the river as far as possible without engag-

ing any batteries below Point Pleasant. Forts Kandolph and Pillow
will be turned. No use to engage them ; but I want the navigation of

the river as far down as.possifiie. General Curtis has just gained a
great victory on Sugar Creek, Ark. Our loss 1,000. I now hope
soon to be able to go to the Tennessee.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Thomas A. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War, Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 10, 1862.

(Received 11th.)
I will be ready Wednesday.
We want nine extra chains for gunboats, of IJ inches, sent im-

mediately, with hasp shackles.

We want four Dahlgren rifled guns of 8,000 pounds weight, fitted
complete with carriages and all. They are for the Eastport, prize
gunboat, with 300 shells for each of the rifled guns. Please send
immediately.
Do not send swivels with the chains, as they can not go through

the hawse pipes.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Chief of Bureau op Ordnance,
Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 11, 1862.
(Received 12th.)

Please tell Mr. Lenthall we want nine chain cables, to be IJ inches
in diameter, or about that size, and 90 fathoms long.

If you have the 50-pounder Dahlgren rifles of about 8,000 pounds, I
would prefer it; not the 30-pounders if not of much less weight than
8,000 pounds.
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We go to-morrow, if we can raise any troops from the Army, to

occupy after we have taken Island No. 10 and New Madrid.
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Ojficer.
Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,

Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

Immediate.] Washington Citt,
March 11, 1862—11 a. m.

Mr. Lenthall will send you the extra chain cables.

We have no Dahlgren rifles of the weight you ask for the East-
port, and I think 9-inch guns would be better. If you coincide, say
the word and the guns and all complete shall be immediately put in

motion.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Flag-Officer FftoTE,

Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 13, 1862—11 p. m.
(Eeceived 14th.)

The ironclad boats can not be held when anchored by the stern in

this current on account of the rods between fantails forming the
stern, which yaws them about, and as the stems of the boats are not
clad and have but two 32-pounders astern, you will see our difficulty of
fighting downstream. We must therefore tie up to the shore the best

way we can and -help the mortar boats.

I have long since expressed to General Meigs my apprehensions
about these boats' defects.

Do not have any gunboats for river built with wheels amidships,
as the driftwod would take the wheels, even if it had a powerful
engine.

I feel it my duty to state these difficulties, which could not be obvi-

ated when I came here, as the vessels were modeled and partly built.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

Letter from the Secretary of War to Charles Ellet, jr., requesting an
interview at the War Department.

War Department,
Washington City, D. C, March H, 1862.

Sir: The Secretary of War desires me to say that he would be

pleased to see you at the War Department this afternoon at 5 o'clock.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. Thomas,
Adjutant-General,

Mr. C. Ellet, Jr.
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Letter from Lieutenant Wise, U. S. Navy, to senior officer at Cairo,

regarding armament, etc., for the gunboat Eaatport.

BtTREAU OF Ordnance, Navy Department,
Washington City, March 15, 1862.

Sir- The armament for the ^nboat East-port, together with car-

riages, equipment, and projectiles complete, has been ordered for-

warded with all possible dispatch to Cairo, and is as follows:

Two 50-pounder Dahlgren rifles, 5,000 pounds each.

Two 30-pounder Dahlgren rifles, 3,000 pounds each.

Six 32-pounders, 33 hundredweight.

I am, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Senior Naval, Officer,

Gunboat Flotilla, Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Washington City, March 15, 1862—11:10 a. m.

General Meigs desires me to say to Flag-Officer Foote that he ad-

vises him to disregard all points on the river, to destroy all rebel gun-

boats, and push on direct to New Orleans.
H. A. Wise,

Assistant Inspector Ordinance.

Senior Naval Officbh,
Cairo.

Report of Lieutenant Gwin, U. S. Navy, commanding TJ. S. S. Tyler,

regarding a reconnoissance in the Tennessee River and engagcTnent

with battery at Chickasaw, Ala.

U. S. Gunboat Ttler,
Pittsburg, March 16, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders,

I reported to General Grant at Fort Foote on the 7th instant and re-

mained at Danville Bridge, 25 miles above, awaiting the fleet of trans-

ports until Monday morning, by direction of General Grant, when.
General Smith arriving with a large portion of his command, forty

transports, I convoyed them to Savannah, arriving there without
molestation on the 11th.

The same evening, with General Smith and staff on board, made a
reconnoissance of the river as high as Pittsburg. The rebels had not
renewed their attempts to fortify at that point, owing to the vigilant

watch that had been kept on them in my absence by Lieutenant Com-
manding Shirk.
The same evening, 11 : 45, stood up the river with the Lexington,

Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, for the purpose of reaching Eastport
by daylight, it having been reported to me that the rebels had erected
a battery at Chickasaw, Ala., IJ miles above that place.
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Arriving there at 7 : 30, this vessel and the Lexington opened fire
on the point which had been indicated. The rebels immediately
responded. After expending 60 shell, having accomplished my object,
which was to ascertain the strength of their battery, both vessels
retired without any damage having been done on our side.
As well as I can judge, their battery consists of five pieces, three

rifled, and, with the exception of one, I should think not less than 32-
pounders. Both vessels have been since actively employed in con-
voying transports to, and covering the landing of troops, at different
points above Savannah, in this river.

The river is again very high and rising. The people here have
given substantial evidence of the strength of the Union sentiment so
often expressed to me before in this vicinity, as very many have en-
listed in the different regiments.
The Tyler is lying at Pittsburg for the protection of General Sher-

man's division, which has occupied that point. The Lexington is

lying at Crump's Landing, protecting the division of General Wallace,
which occupies that point. Everything is working favorably for the
cause of the Union.

Enclosed you will find Lieutenant Commanding Shirk's report.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Gwin,
Lieut., Corndg. Division of Gunboats, Tennessee River.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces on Western Waters, Cairo, lU.

[Enclosure.]

U S. Gunboat Lexington,
Pittsburg, Tenn., March 15, 1862.

Snt: I have the honor to make the following report of my pro-
ceedings since my last arrival in this river:

We reached Savannah on the 5th instant. The next morning re-

ceived on board this vessel twenty armed men, refugees from Wayne
County, Tenn., who asked my protection from the rebel marauding
cavalry. Six of these men were from a rebel regiment which has
been stationed at Clarksville, and had been told, upon the fall of
Fort Donelson, to make the best of their way home. Their arms
were those that had been issued at Clarksville. Some of these twenty
men have shipped on board of this vessel, and the remainder have
enlisted in regiments in General Smith's command.

I then proceeded up the river to take a look at this place, and
discovered several flags of truce on the hill. I sent a boat to com-
municate with a rebel officer at the landing, and received a letter

for Lieutenant Commanding Gwin, in relation to exchange of pris-

oners. No work has been done since the bombardment or the place
,

on the 1st instant by the Tyler and this vessel.

The nights of the 7th and 8th I laid at Craven's Landing, pro-

tecting many Union men from [William H.J Kobinson's rebel

cavalry.
During the 8th and 9th I conveyed about 120 refugees from

Craven's and Chalk Bluff to Savannah for safety. On the 9th I

paid another visit to Pittsburg, having on board Colonel Worthing-
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ton, of General Smith's advance. On the 10th I took on board some
more arms at Chalk Bluff.

That night I laid opposite Savannah, the transport with the

Forty-sixth Ohio Volunteers lying at the town.

On the 11th the U. S. Gunboat Tyler arrived, followed by General

Smith with his command in sixty-three transport steamers. At mid-
night this vessel followed the Tyler up the river to make a recon-

noissance, and at 7 : 20 a. m. on the 12th instant reached Chickasaw,
Ala., where we discovered the rebels had erected a battery, as had
been reported. The two gunboats opened fire upon it at long range,

which was resumed by the enemy.
This vessel expended 25 shell. There were no casualties. The

battery consisted of at least five pieces, two or three of which were
rifled. One of the latter was a 32-pounder, and had a very great
range, great enough to prevent the landing of troops at Eastport.
At 11 : 30 a. m. we reached Savannah again.

That evening I convoyed a division under General Wallace to

Crump's Landing, and laid there that night and the following day
and night.

This morning I convoyed another division under General Hurlbut
to this place and went on with the transport Orescent City to where
General Sherman had his command, about 10 miles below East-
port. I returned at 5 p. m. and will await here further orders.
There are no rebel troops near here at present, General Cheatham,
who was at Shiloh (3 miles back from here) day before yesterday,
having gone with his command to Purdy. The river is rising very
rapidly, and there is so much backwater that General Sherman found
it impossible to perform the duty upon which he was sent. General
Wallace succeeded night before last in destroying about half a mile
of the railroad a few miles north of Purdy.
Twelve new-made graves have been found upon the hill at this

place.

The small arms which I have taken from Craven's and Chalk
Bluff belong to Union men, and I have promised that they should
eventually be returned to their owners.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

_
James W. Shirk,

Lieutenant, Commandinq.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Gomdg. V. S. Naval Forces, Western WaterSy Cairo, III.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding general
matters.

He.\dquarters Western Gunboat Flotilla,

^ Cairo, III., March S8, 1862.
Sir: Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, in the Lexington, arrived

this morning to fill up with provisions, stores, etc. He reports that
he was ordered by General Grant to convoy transports down to the
mouth of the Tennessee River.
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Lieutenant Commanding Gwin, I am informed, has forwarded to

you to this place a report of his proceedings, also enclosing report of
Lieutenant Commanding Shirk.
As those reports have not been received, I send you a copy of that

of Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, which he has just handed me.
General Grant considers it necessary that there should be three

gunboats in the Tennessee Eiver.
The work on Eastfort is progressing. Should I change the ar-

rangements now made it will cause mucn delay. I recommend to go
on with the work as we are now doing.
The Mississippi and Ohio rivers are still rising and the knowing

ones here think that Cairo will be overflowed.

If it is possible the anununition boats, or one of them, should be
sent up to take from the magazine as much of the powder as can
be stowed. The water is not far from it now.
We are obliged to move the filled shell from the fort to the wharf

boat.

I have only been able to obtain 120 bales of hay, all that could be
procured in Cairo. Should any more arrive shortly, I will send it to

you, unless otherwise directed.

I enclose you telegram received from Washington to-day.

The Lexington has left for the Tennessee River.

Some three or four men on board the Denning are unfit for service

and wish to be discharged. Have I your authority to discharge

them ?

There are two or three recruits transferred from the Army who
are also unfit for service. Have I the authority to send them back
to their regiments?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. Pennock,
CoTnnriander and Fleet Captain.

Flag-OflScer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Gunboat Flotilla.

Jack, I am sorry to say, has not recovered from his wound. I will

send him as soon as he is able to go.

A. M. P.

[Telegram.]

Washington City, March 22, 1862—11 : T5 a. m.

Inform the flag-officer that his requisition for rifled guns is being

filled as fast as possible, but all can not be supplied of the Dahlgren

pattern.

I would recommend you to forward to the flag-officer the

50-pounder rifles which were intended for the Eastport.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Senior Naval Officer,
Cairo.
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[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 23, 1862.

(Received 9 a. m. 24th.)

Nothing of importance from the flotilla to-day The flag-officer

requests that the 250 men promised will be sei^
^*^p^*^7ocK

Senior Officer.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

[Telegram.)

Washington Citt, March 24, 1862—9: ^5 a. m.

Your telegi-am of yesterday received.
^ „-„

The Secretary wishes to know if the flag-officer wants 2o0 more

sailors from the Navy.
H.A.Wise,

Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Senior Naval Officer,
Cairo.

Report of Lieutenant Gwin, U. S. Navy, commanding U.S. S. Tyler,

regarding Confederate batteries in the Tennessee River.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Pittsburg, Tenn., March 24, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that since my last report,

dated March 21, 1 have been actively employed cruising up and down
the river.

, m 7 • j
The Lexington arrived this morning. The Tyler, accompanied

by the Lexington, proceeded up the river to a point 2 miles below

Eastport, Miss., where we discovered the rebels were planting a new
battery at an elevation above water of 60 [degrees], consi-sting of two
guns, one apparently in position. We threw several shell into it, but

failed to elicit a reply.

The battery just below Eastport, consisting of two guns, then

opened upon us. Their shot fell short. I stood up just outside of

their range and threw three or four 20 [second] shell at that battery,

none of which exploded, owing to the very defective fuze (army).

The rebels did not respond.

I have made no regular attack on their lately constructed batteries,

as they are of no importance to us, our base of operations being so

much below them. I have deemed it my duty, however, to annoy
them, where I could with little or no risk to our gunboats. They
will not, I think, attempt to place any guns lower down the river than
Indian Creek, which is 3 miles below Eastport, Miss., 4J miles
below Chickasaw, Ala. That will leave us 23 miles of river above
the point which our army now occupies (Pittsburg).
The Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, will cruise down

the river from this point. The Tyler will cruise above.
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I have heard that the Dunhar and Kobb, rebel transport steamers,

which were sunk in Cypress and Kane creeks, near Florence, Ala.,

have been raised; but in my four visits up the river have not been
able to discover any signs of them. I doubt the truth" of the report.

I have granted a leave of absence to First Master Edward Shaw
(subject to your approval), on account of ill health.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Gwin,
Lieutenant, Gomdg. Division Gunboats, Tennessee River.

Commander A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain, Commanding Gunboats,

Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, Cairo, III.

Letter from Brigadier-General Strong, U. S. Army, to Flag-Q-fficer

Foote, V. S. Navy, transmitting information regarding construc-

tion of vessels for river service by the Confederates at New
Orleans.

IIeadquarters U. S. Forces,
Cairo, III, March 24, 1862.

Mt Dear Commodore : I enclose you a copy of letter received this

morning from Captain Dresser. It contains important information
relating to movements of the enemy down the river. I have sent

General Pope, also Colonel Buford, a copy of the same.
Very truly, yours,

W. K. Strong,
Brigadier-General, Com/manding.

Flag-Officer Foote,
On the Benton, near Island No. 10.

[Enclosure.]

Cairo, III., March 24, 1862.

General: I left Savannah, Tenn., yesterday morning, and, while

at Perryville, some 40 miles this side of Savannah, we took on board
a man by the name of M. A. Clark, formerl)"^ of Paducah, Ky., late

of New Orleans. He left New Orleans a week ago last Tuesday. I

gained from him the following statement: Fort Pillow was being

evacuated when he was at Memphis last Wednesday. Confederates

moving all their stores from Memphis to Corinth. The heavy guns
of Fort Pillow were left under water. Beauregard was at Jackson
on Thursday last; would leave with his troops on Friday for Cor-

inth. Eleven magazines and 200 cars were taken from the Missis-

sippi Central Railroad to the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, to

move [A. Sidney] Johnston's forces from Decatur to Corinth.

Confederates are building thirteen gunboats at New Orleans,

twelve of them for river service and one for sea service. One, "Mur-

ray's boat," carries thirty guns; would be ready last week, and bal-

ance this week. Were to come up the river as soon as finished. Bragg
and Polk were at Corinth.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jasper M. Dresser,
Captain.

Brigadier-General Strong,
Corrmianding, Cairo.
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Mississipn,

St. Louis, March 25, 1862.

Pretendec" Union man from New Orleans, just arrived within

our lines, represents that the rebels are building one or more river

boats at that place, clad in railroad iron, like the Merrimack. Such

a river boat could pass any of our batteries, destroy Commodore
Foote's flotilla, and bum the steamboats in the Western waters.

This is a very serious matter, which requires immediate attention.

If there are any very heavy guns at Pittsburg, they should be sent

immediately down the Ohio, to be moimted at Cairo or Columbus.

I have written to Commodore Foote to know if either of his

gunboats can be more heavily ironclad, so as to meet the apprehend-

ed danger. If so, authority should be given to alter her; if not,

authority should be given to immediately construct a river monitor

capable of meeting anything the enemv can send up the river.

The matter seems to me to admit of no delay.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War, Washington.

[Telegram.]

"War Department, March 25, 1862—6: 35 p. m.

Yours of this date has just arrived. Information of the same
character reached me from other sources this morning, and this even-
ing a number of Western boat builders meet at the Department to

consider the best mode of meeting the rebel boat. The iiniversal

opinion among naval and military engineers in the East is that a
floating ram, striking and sinking the ironclad vessel, is the best

mode of encountering it. A large-class boat at St. Louis might per-
haps be got ready in a short time. Would it not be well for you to
consult some of your river men? Commodore Vanderbilt has given
his steamship Vanderbilt for the purpose, and it is now at Norfolk
to meet the Merrimack, and, although not armor clad, he Is very confi-

dent of being able to run her down. Charles EUet, a distinguished
engineer, has given the subject much attention. I will send him
to-morrow to see and consult you and with authority to act as you
may deem best. He is a man of courage and energy, and willing to
risk his own life upon his own job.

Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis.
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[Telegram.3

Washington Citt, March 25, 1862—1 : 15 p. m.
Please do all you possibly can to get the 30-poimder rifles to Cairo

which were ordered on by the Army, as their prompt delivery is of
the utmost importance to the Western Flotilla.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

E. P. Parkott,
Cold Spring^ New York.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding affairs at

Cairo, III.

Cairo, March 25, 1862.

Mt Dear Flag-Officer : I dispatched yesterday everything that
Walke required ; also sent workmen and tools to fit the collar for the
pilot house of the Benton.
To-day I am engaged in getting on board of the Wilson one 8-inch

gun and 13-inch mortar shells.

The Mississippi and Ohio continue to rise. I am uneasy about the
powder, but will do all I can to preserve it.

If it is possible, the Great Western and Judge Torrence should
come up and take on board as much as they can stow.
The 32-pounder and two 50-pounder rifles for the Eastport, with

several cars loaded with ordnance, have arrived. Dove has written
from Hickman for coal. Wise will send it to him. I have tele-

graphed for the 250 men promised you.
I am rejoiced to hear that you have received a cheering letter from

Mrs. Foote. That God in His mercy may preserve you both in hap-
piness and health is the sincere prayer or

Your friend,

A. M. Pennock.
Flag-Officer Foote,

Benton.

Letter from Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Major-General Hal-
leck, U. S. Army.

Benton,
Off [Island] No. 10, March 26, 1862.

General: In view of the rebels having, as is reported, thirteen

gunboats at New Orleans, irrespective of four or five below New
Madrid, with the Manassas, or ram, at Memphis, I respectfully sug-

gest, in view of the contingency of their passing up the river, it

would be desirable to have a river battery placed at Columbus which
would sweep the river below that point.

Cairo, being now almost overflowed, presents a less defensible

position than Columbus.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Ofjicer.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Commanding, etc., St. Louis, Mo.

N w B.rvoL 22 11 43
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Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock,
U. S. Navy, cautioning commanding officers to watch the condition

of the rivers.

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Island No. 10, March 26, 1862.

Sir: You will inform the commanders of the gunboats Cairo,

Tyler, and Lexington not to be caught up the river with too little

water to return to Cairo. They, of course, before leaving, will con-

sult the generals with whom they are cooperating. As it is reported
on the authority of different persons from New Orleans that the
rebels have thirteen gunboats finished and ready to move up the
Mississippi, besides the four or five below New Madrid, and the

Manassas, or ram, at Memphis, the boats now up the rivers and at

Columbus or Hickman, should be ready to protect Cairo or Columbus
in case disaster overtakes us in our flotilla. * * *

Acting Lieutenant Commanding Sanford * * *

Respectfully, etc.,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Ojficer.

Commander Pennock,
Cairo, III.

Letter from Quartermaster Wise, JJ. 8. Army, to Flag-Officer Foote,
V. S. Navy, -regarding the forwarding of sufflies for the flotilla.

Cairo, March 26, 1862.
Mr Dear Flag-Ofitcer: I have attended to all your directions

with the assistance of Captain Pennock, who never tires when any-
thing is to be done for the public service. * * *

I have chartered the John H. Dickey, a very fine, large boat, and
filled her up with everything requisite for the squadron, enough to
last until you get to New Orleans, if you do not defer it too long.We have expectations here that the high water will help the good
work you are engaged in by spoiling your enemy's powder and sav-mg your own.
Mr. Henriques has been at the office to-day, which I do not think

of benefit to him.
I had a letter from Henry to-day in relation to the fight at Hamp-

ton Roads. ^

Respectfully and truly,

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
^^' ^' ^'^"^^

Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters, Island No. 10.
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[Telegram.]

War Department, March £6, 1862.

This Department desires the immediate aid of your association

in the following particulars:

1st. That you would appoint three of its active members most
familiar with steamboat and engine building who would act in con-
cert with this Department and under its direction, and from patri-

otic motives devote some time and attention for thirty days in pur-
chasing and preparing such means of defense on the Western waters
against ironclad boats as the engineers of this Department may
devise. *

2d. Designate one of your most capable and substantial citizens

who would accept the temporary appointment of assistant quarter-
master, and in that official capacity make such contracts, audit and
adjust such accounts, as the Department would authorize in the
above business. My object is to bring the energetic, patriotic spirit

and enlightened, practical judgment of your city to aid the Govern-
ment in a matter of great moment, where hours must count and dol-

lars not be squandered.
Please let me know as quickly as possible whether the desire of the

Department can be effected, and furnish me with the name of the

committee and the person designated to act as assistant quarter-

master.
Edwin M. Stanton,

Secretary of War.
To the President of the Board of Trade,

Pittsburg, Cincinnati, New Albany.

Report of Lieutenant Bryant, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S.

Cairo, transmitting statement regarding the arm^ament of Fort
Zollicoffer.

Gunboat Cairo, Paducah, March 27, 1862.

Sir: In compliance with instructions of General Halleck, ex-

pressed in a note from the chief of staff. Army of the Ohio, a copy
of which in enclosed, I departed from Nashville, am tarrying here

to receive coal, and shall proceed " up the Tennessee River."

I enclose a copy of a statement of an officer of this vessel relating

to the armament of Fort Zollicoffer, some 6 miles below Nashville,

abandoned by the enemy before the arrival of Federal forces.

The coils of cordage, chains, and anchors, alluded to in a former

letter, I left there, not having means of transportation to your
depot.

I desire information regarding compensation of the Cumberland
River pilot received from the Conestoga on the 18th ultimo. He
came on board by a verbal order from the commander of that vessel,

Lieutenant Phelps. I have no authority to order payment for his

services and know not what salary is to be allowed.

Very respectfully,
N. C. Bryant,

Lieutenant, Commanding.
Commander Pennock,
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[Enclosures.]

U. S. Gunboat Cairo, March 25, 1862.

Sir: Having been ordered by you to make an examination of

Fort Zollicoifer, I herewith make the following report

:

The fort is situated on a gradual slope of ground, terminating

at its summit, about 130 feet" above an ordinary stage of water in

the river, mounting thirteen heavy guns of the following description

:

Gun A. 6i-inch rifle, pivot; carriage partlv burned, not spiked;

P
marked on trunnion j^ cr rr

Gun B. 6i-inch rifle, 32-pounder, 62-cwt.; marfed C. F. No. 30;

spiked; carriage destroyed.

Gun C, 6-inch rifle, 32-pounder, dismounted; spiked; carriage

destroyed.

Gun D. 6-inch smoothbore; marked on trunnion McW. and Co.,

P. P. F.; weight, 5,609; No. 154; marked on muzzle J. W. R.; has

been heated, dismounted.
Gun E. 6-inch ; bore, smooth ; marked on muzzle. No. 47, R. L. B.

;

on trunnion, 1837; spiked, dismounted; carriage burned.

Gun F. Mounted on pivot carriage; spiked; 6J-inch rifle, 32-

p
IK)under; weight, 58, 1, 2, 6; marked on trunnions, ^ JJ" g 1852.

Gun G. 6-inch smoothbore; weight, 5,548; date, 1837; marked on
trunnion, McC. W. & Co., B. F. P.; spiked; mounted on half car-

riage.

Gun H. 6-inch smoothbore; mounted on frame, wheels gone;
weight, 5,625; spiked; loaded to the muzzle; mark on trunnion,

W. B. P.
Gun I. Six-inch rifle, heavy breech; weight 9,490; marked over

trunnions, C. S. A. Tredegar Works, Richmond, Va. ; 1861 ; spiked,
dismounted ; carriage slightly burned ; rough finish on exterior.

Gun J. Six and three-fourths-inch smoothbore ; not spiked ; weight
41, 0, 24; No. 38; 32-pounder; marks on trunnion, W. P. F., 1837;
dismounted ; carriage in good order, less one wheel.
Gun K. Rifle, 32-pounder, in good order, heavy breech; No. 629,

T. F. ; weight 5, 7, 2, 18 ; lies in the road one-fourth of a mile from
the fort.

Gun L. Rifle, 32-pounder ; No. 653 ; weight, 5,810 ; in good order

;

P
les in the road near Gun K; mark on trunnion, y c" ft

Gun M. Lies in the edge of water, dismounted, carriage alongside;
supposed to be 32-pounder, smoothbore.
In addition to the above, found one 6-inch 32-pounder burst into

fragments. Found a 6-pounder down the bluff, dismounted, made
in Rome, Ga., one fieldpiece, 6-poundcr, weight 1,010, made by
Ellis & Co., Nashville, Tenn. ; 3 gun carriages for shipboard, roughly
made; about 2,000 bars of railroad iron; about 500 bars badly bent,
that had been used to cover the magazine and thrown in all direc-
tions; cotton that had been used for breastworks, burned and stolen;
about 25 tons of shell not charged. Canister all exploded.

John Swaney,
,^ _ Third Master, U. S. Gunboat Cairo.
N. C. Bryant,

Commander, U. S. Gunboat Cairo.
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Headquarters Army of the Ohio,
Nashville, March 2i, 1862.

Sir: In accordance with instructions from General Halleck, you
will please proceed with your gunboat up the Tennessee Kiver and
report to General Grant at or near Savannah or Pittsburg.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

James B. Fry,
Acting Chief of Staff.

Lieutenant Bryant,
Commanding V. S. Gunboat Cairo, Present.

Letter from Major-General Halleck, U. S. Army, to Flag-Officer
Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding statements relative to construction

of ironclad river boats by the Confederates.

Headquarters Dbpartment of the Mississippi,

St. Louis, March 25, 1862.

It is stated by men just arrived from New Orleans that the rebels
are constructing one or more ironclad river boats to send against
your flotilla. Moreover, it is said that they are to be cased with rail-

road iron like the Merrim,ack.
If this be so I think a single boat might destroy your entire flotilla,

pass our batteries, and sweep the Western rivers.

Could any one of your gunboats be clad in the same way so as to
resist the apprehended danger? If not, how long would it require
to build a new one for that purpose ?

I have telegraphed to the Secretary of War for authority to have
any suitable boat altered or prepared ; or if there be none suitable, to
build a new one. As no time is to be lost, if any one of the gunboats
now in service' will bear this change it should be taken in preference
to building a new one. I shall await your answer. Could not the
Essex be so altered?

Yours, truly,

H. W. Halleck,
Majo7'-General.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Commander.

Letter from Flag-Officer Fdote, U. S. Navy, responding to request of
Major-General Halleck for the pre-paraition of a vessel to resist

attack of Confederate ironclads.

Flag-Steamer Benton,

Off Island No. 10, March 27, 1862.

General : I have this moment received your communication of the

25th instant.

I send our ordnance officer, Acting Lieutenant Commanding San-
ford, whom I can ill spare from here even for a day, to confer with
you on the subject-mattep of your letter.

There is no vessel now in the flotilla that can be armored as you
suggest. This is the only one which could bear the additional
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weight of iron required, and she already is so deep and wanting in

steam power that it would make her utterly useless with the addi-

tional weight of iron.

I suggest that a strong boat be fitted up in St. Louis and armored

—

in fact, two vessels—in the shortest possible manner, with a view of
protecting the river at Cairo, or Columbus would do better, if it was
fortified with heavy guns sweeping the river below. These bhats

will require at least a month to be fitted up. As to the place, etc..

Lieutenant Sanford will consult with you. Commander Porter, of
the Essex,^ is also in St. Louis, who is fitting out the Essex, and who
will remain there for the present. He will attend to the new boats
and get them ready in the shortest possible time.

Please let Mr. Sanford return immediately, as his services in sup-
plying us with ammunition and stores from Cairo, as well as the new
rifles to replace our old and condemned rifles, are absolutely neces-

sary to our operations here.

I will direct Commander Porter to report to you at St. Louis.
In a hurry, I am, respectfully, yours, etc.,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Major-General H. W. Haixeck,
Commanding Department of Mississippi, etc., St. Louis, Mo.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Commander Porter,
U. S. Navy, to report for consultation with Major-General Halleck,
v. S. Army.

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Of Island No. 10, March 27, 1862.

Sir : You will report to General Halleck and consult with him and
Mr. Sanford about fitting up one or two ironclad steamers capable
of resisting any ironclad boat that the rebels may have.
Do not detain Mr. Sanford at all; he must return to Cairo at once,

as we want ammunition and new rifle guns, as ours are bursting. He
must return immediately. You mu-st confer with General Halleck
and go ahead; and if you get a good boat ready, you will take com-
mand of her and jom me. Mr. Sanford will telegraph for rifle guns
for Essex and other vessels and give you all that is required.
In a hurry, as mail is leaving,

Very respectfully, etc., *»

A. H. FooTE,

Commander Wm. D. Porter,
peer.

Commanding Essex, St. Louis, Mo.
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Letter from Lieutenant Wise, U. S. Navy, to Flag-Oiflcer Foote,
U. S. Navy, announcing the forwarding of a testimonial.

BuHEAU OF Ordnance, Navy Department,
Washington City, March 27, 1862.

My Dear Foote : As a very trifling appreciation of the great work
you have done and are performing for the country and Navy, Mr.
Ames, of Chicopee, desires me to forward you his mite, in a regula-
tion sword and belt, which I forward by express to the care of my
brother at Cairo.
Hoping sincerely that you may long be keen after the blade has

become dull, I am, as ever,

Faithfully, yours,

H. A. Wise,
V. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer Foote, TJ. S. Navy,
Island No. 10, Mississippi River.

[Telegram.]

Washington City, March 27, 1862—1 p. m.
Inform the flag-officer that 16 30-pounder rifles, with the entire

equipment, have gone with special agents to Cairo, and they should
be forwarded the moment they arrive.

Telegraph the condition of affairs to me for the President in
cipher.

^
H. A. Wise,

Assistant Inspector Ordnance.
Captain G. D. Wise,

Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Washington City, March 27, 1862—3: 20 p. m.
The flag-officer's telegram in reference to rifled cannon is received.

Only three of Dahlgren's rifled 50-pounders can be supplied and
they were intended for the Eastport, but can be used for other boats.

The projectiles and cartridge bags went with them by express.

Sixteen Parrott 30-pounders, with their entire equipment, with
8,000 projectiles, are now going forward with special agents.

The sights, coins, and [all] Sse asked for are going by express.

Allegheny Arsenal has been ordered to give powder and extra

fuzes.

No reply received to the Secretary's enquiry of 24th about sailors.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Lieutenant Saneord, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.
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Instmctions from, the Secretary of War to Charles Ellet, jr., for the

preparation of rams for service on the Western waters.

Wau Department.'
Washington, D. <7., March 27, 1862.

Sm: You will please proceed immediately to Pittsburg, Cincin-

nati, and New Albany and take measures to provide steam rams for

defense against ironclad vessels on the Western waters. Instinictions

will be forwarded you by mail to Pittsburg, in conformity with
which you will guide your proceedings, and from time to time re-

ceive such other mstructions as may liie required. All contracts and
purchases will be made by a special quartermaster, to be appointed
to act with you, and all expenditures wiU be made by him and
under his direction. You will be compensated for your service at

the rate of pay allowed by law for similar service, to wit, $10 per
day and mileage at the rate of 10 cents per mile.

Yours, truly,

Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Charles Ellet, Jr.

[Telegram.]

Washington, March 28, 1862.

Unless for imperative reasons, do not confine your work to one
locality. Give a portion to Cincinnati and New Albany, so as to
avoid the imputation of local favoritism, and also to bring out tfec

whole mechanical energy of the Ohio VaUey. Proceed as speedily
as you can to Cincinnati. The Board of Trade there are ready to
act energetically with you. Confer with Mr. [Joseph C] Butler,
the president of the board at Cincinnati, with whom I ani in com-
mumcation. Report daily to me.

Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Chaeles Ellet,
Monongahela Home.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, March 28, 1862.
I hear nothing further of the New Orleans gunboats. You must

use your own judgment under your instructions in regard to the
most expeditious method of preparing to meet them.

H. W. Halleck,

^ .„ Major-General.
Charles Ellet, Jr.
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[Telegram.]

Pittsburg, March 88, 1862.

I am at the Monongahela House, Pittsburg, by instructions from
the Secretary of War, to prepare boats with which to sink the rebel
rams.

If the necessity is very pressing, I will start a boat and mechanics
and materials immediately, with instructions to strengthen and pro-
tect her as well as they can on the way down the river, and foUow
her up with others as fast as they reach here.

If more time can be allowed, the work can be better done here.

They will be only off-hand contrivances at best, mere substitutes for
rams, but if we find a few brave pilots and engineers to man them
I think we can make them do the work.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis.

Charles Ellet, Jr.

[Telegram.]

War Department,
Washington, March 28, 1862.

General [James K.] Moorhead has gone to Pittsburg to aid you
and put you in communication with the committee there. The
rebels have a ram at Memphis. Lose no time.

Edward M. Stanton,
Charles Ellett, Jr., Secretary of War.

Monongahela House.

[Telegram.]

PirrsBTJHO, March 28, 1862.

I propose to proceed to Cincinnati as soon as I secure some of the

strong coal towboats to be found here, and get them underway.
The committee purchased one this evening, and I hope to have

mechanics at work on her to-morrow.
I expect to be able to get another class of boats at Cincinnati that

will be available along with these.

I will report to you daily.
Charles Ellett, Jr.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

War Department,
Washington, [D. C.,] March 29, 1862.

Steam rams are rapidly being prepared under the direction of

Engiiieer EUet, at Pittsburg, and he proceeds inunediately to Cin-
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cinnati to fit up some there. They are the most powerful steam-

boats, with upper cabins removed, and bows filled in with heavy tim-

ber. It is not proposed to wait for putting on iron. This is the mode

in which the Merrimack will be met. Can you not have something of

the kind speedily prepared at St. Louis also ?

Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Major-General Halleck,
St. Louis.

Statement of Charles Ellet, jr., giving his views regarding the con-

struction and service of the Ram Fleet.

PiTTSBUEG, March 29, 1862.

Dear Sir : I wish to give you my views as briefly as possible.

It is said that the enemy have eleven gunboats below Island No. 10,

and, as I imderstand, they are supposed to have others fitted up as

rams ascending the Mississippi, one of which has reached Memphis.
I propose to strengthen the hulls of some of the swift, strong

towboats, which I am told can only be obtained here, and fit them
up as speedily as possible, to be used as extempore rams.
To go down to Island No. 10, or any other stronghold of the rebels,

and at a proper time during the contest, when the rebel gunboats
seem to be in a favorable position, run down before the batteries and
drive our rams at full headway into the rebel boats, doing what I can
by preliminary preparations to save the men if our own boats should
be sunk.
These boats, the river men here say, will all make 18 or 20 miles an

hour down the Mississippi. It will be very difficult to hit them at

that spe«d, and I will try to protect the engines and boilers against
any ordinary shot.

It is not impossible that I can so strengthen our own hulls as to
sink any Mississippi boat we can hit fairly, and yet save our own.

I seek good boats, and do not intend to make alterations which
will injure them materially for future use, if they are not lost in
the service.

If successful in sinking the rebel gunboats at Island No. 10, I
would proceed down the river and lay our boats up under General
Pope's guns.

I shall need a few strong and swift towboats of a smaller class,
and these would then be used as pickets to watch the approach of
the rams or other hostile boats below New Madrid.

I may need, also, one or two larger old boats to shelter our rams
in nmning under the enemy's batteries. This is about my plan to
meet the present condition of things, though the conditions may
change materially before I am ready.
To carry out this plan, we ought to have at least as many boats as

there are boats to be run down. Indeed, we ought to provide more.
No boat can stop to strike twice, and some may not hit their adver-
saries fairly, or may get the worst of it.
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The men must take service with a full knowledge of the dangerous
nature of the duty, the enemy's fire being the least of the dangers. I
would like to be authorized to assure them that their names will be
reported to the Secretary of War, who will recommend them if

they do well to the President and Congress. T think this will be
valued more than specific rewards.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Charles Ellet, Jr.
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

Pittsburg, March 31, 1862.

SiK : I made but little progress Sunday, but am doing much better

to-day. Mechanics are scarce. I have no reply from you to my
letter of Saturday.
Your last instructions to the special quartermaster limit me to one

more boat here, and I do not wish to exhaust my authority until

one of the best boats arrives.

My plan is to run by the enemy's batteries and sink their, trans-

ports and gunboats below wherever we can find them. But with
all my care the machinery will be very much exposed tp the enemy's
shot. Some of the boats will probably be crippled. I ou^t to

have enough for the work and for contingencies.

Respectfully,
Charles Ellet, Jr.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

Washington, March 31, 1862.

As soon as you can get work underway, I wish you would proceed
immediately to Cincinnati. I can have two or three good naval offi-

cers detailed, if you desire, to take command of your squadron when
it is ready. Whatever number you need of boats I shall authorize to

be purchased. When can you go to Cincinnati ?

E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Charles Ellet, Jr.

[Telegram.]

' Pittsburg, March 31, 1862.

Both your dispatches of this evening are received. Immediately
on receiving the first, the committee secured two of the strongest tow-
boats, to be delivered on arriving here, Wednesday and Thursday.
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I will order timber and iron to be prepared for them in advance,

and then leave for Cincinnati.

I prefer daring and skillful river men, if they can be got, to handle
the boats; but will apply for naval officers if there is any difficulty in

procuring the proper men here, which I do not expect.

All possible aid is rendered by the committee and Mr. Nimick.
Respectfully,

Charles Ellet, Jr.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

"Washinqton City, March 31, 1862—12:16 p. m.

The front and breech sights for the 30 and 50 pounder rifles went
with the invoice, but should they not arrive in time others will be
sent.

The charge for the 30-pounder cartridge is 2 pounds, and 50-

pounders is 3J pounds, which is just what the bags are made to hold.

Forty rifles of 30 and 50 pounder calibers, with equipments and
projectiles complete, are goinaj forward with every possible dispatch,
and which are for the entire flotilla, including the Eastport.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, V. S. Navy, mentioning the cause
of delay in the preparation of the captured gunboat Eastport.

Cairo, March 31, 1862.

My Dear Flag-Officer : I have shipped by the steamer Pike two
anchors, about 1,500 pounds, and four chains li-inch large. These,
with the two anchors about the same weight sent last week, complete
the number directed by you to be sent.

I have directed Mr. Wilson to send as soon as possible the ammuni-
tion, etc., for the rifles.

Sanford, I hope, will be here in the morning. I am doing all that
I can to push the work forward on the Eastport, but the high water
is very much against us. I do not think she will be finished short of
six weeks. Her cost will not be less than $30,000 or $35,000. I will
telegraph this to Wise.
Mrs. Pennock desires to be remembered to yourself and Phelps:

I will try and get the W. E. B. off to-morrow.
Sincerely, your friend, <

T-.1 ^«. A. M. Pennock.
i lag-Officer Foote,

Island No. 10.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, March 31, 1862.

Proceed to Cairo immediately and report to Flag-Officer Foots for
duty.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant W. McGiinnegle,
*

Navy Yard, Portsmouth, N, H.

[Telegram.]

War Department,
Washington, [D. (7.,] March 31, 1862.

Your letter just received. Your plan is approved. I do not mean
to impose any improper limit, but wish the work not confined to one
localitj', but distributed so as to get the utmost possible vigor, and
therefore recommend immediate inspection at Cincinnati and New
Albany, where an immense amount of mechanical industry may work
at the same time with the force at Pittsburg. You need not consider
yourself restricted to one more boat at Pittsburg, but I wish to know
by telegraph what extent is proposed beyond that, before contracts

are made.
The crew is of great importance. I will give honorable reward

and, also, prize money, for successful courage, in large and liberal

measure.
Edwin M. Stanton,

Secretary of War.
Charles Ellet, Jr.,

Pittsburg, Pa.

Combined operations in the vicinity of Island No. 10 and New
Madrid, Mo., from March 12 to surrender of the former to Flag-

Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, April 7, 1862.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., March 12, 1862.

I send you copy of my telegram, forwarded at noon this day, for

General H. W. Halleck

:

I am ready to move with seven gunboats and ten mortar boats upon Island

No. 10 and New Madrid, but the troops and transports are not here and I con-

sider it unsafe to move without troops to occupy No. 10 if we capture It, as

we can not talce prisoners with gunboats. Hence, should we pass No. 10 after

its capture, the rebels on the Tennessee side would return and man their bat-

teries and thus shut up the river in our rear, as we should be short. of coal

and towboats to get back to re-attacli No. 10 or the opposite shore. Can we
proceed below, leaving these places unoccupied without endangering Columbus,
where, I believe, no guns have been mounted to sweep and protect the river

below from the eleven gunboats of the rebels? I wait your reply after these

suggestions, which the exigencies of the service lead me thus fully to express.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant H. A. Wise, U. S. Navy, or

Assistant Secretary Fox,
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[Telegram.]

Caiko, Iuu., March 12, 1862.

Just received General H. W. Halleck'S telegram in reply to mine,

as follows:

You will not make an attack on Island No. 10 till further orders. I wish to

wait till General Pope gets his heavy guns In position to cut off the enemy s

retreat.
*

I wait here until further information comes from General Halleck.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant H. A. Wise, TJ. S. Navy, or

Assistant Secretary Fox.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department or the Mississippi,

St. Louis, March 13, 1862.

Commodore Foote has been directed to proceed to the attack of

Island No. 10 to-morrow morning. You will send transports, with

three or four regiments of infantry, from Cairo, Bird's Point, and

Columbus to accompany him. Additional siege pieces will be sent

to General Pope as rapidly as possible.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-GeTieral.

Brigadier-General Strong,
Cairo.

aeport of Flag-Offlcer Foote, TJ. S. Navy, proposinEr an attack on Island No. 10

the following day.

U. S. Flag-Boat Benton,
Cairo, March 13, 1862—10 p. m.

Sir: Enclosed is a copy of a telegram just received from General

Halleck. T shall proceed with the seven gun and ten mortar boats

to attack Island No. 10 to-morrow morning.
The commanding general here has telegraphed to Paducah for

transports, as there are but two or three small steamers here, which
can carry perhaps 1,000 troops. Since my application yesterday,

of which I informed you per telegram, a transport with a re^ment
has left here for the Tennessee River. I also wanted to detain one
the previous day, bound up the Tennessee River, but General Cul-
lum, then here, did not feel authorized to do it, although it had
aboard fieldpieces and would have done us good service. I hope
we shall get the transports, but I fear we shall not be able to take
down many troops. I shall do my best, but wish the Department
to be apprised of our wants, that it may comprehend the state of
things and not judge me in case of failure, as it should do had we
an effective force prepared for the service.

I telegraphed to Assistant Secretary Scott to-day, what the De-
partment probably has long known, that in descending the river
we labor under great disadvantages for want of steam power and the
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difficulty of bringing our heavy guns to bear upon the enemy. We
shall look for better results from the mortar boats. We have ten
more in reserve here to go down, but take a double crew for the
ten we take, as we can use no more at No. 10.

In view of the exposure of Cairo, St. Louis, as well as the Ohio,
Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers, in case of a disaster to the gun-
boats, I shall use them with what, under other circumstances, would
be justly considered extreme caution. It is reported that the rebels
have ten or eleven gunboats at No. 10.

In great haste, I have the honor to be, etc.,

A. H. FooTB,
Flag- Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welij:s,
Secretary of the Navy.

P. S.—^Had I only known yesterday, when I applied for troops to

accompany us, but was told by General Halleck to wait further or-

ders, we could have detained the transport then here with a good
regiment ; but General Strong considered it his duty not to detain her
after that telegram to me. Therefore we are embarrassed, but I hope
some from Paducah may be secured.

A. H. F.

[Telegram—Enclosure. ]

St. Louis, March 13, 186^.

You will proceed to-morrow morning with the gun and mortar
boats to attack the batteries on Island No. 10. Brigadier-General

Strong will be directed to send transports with infantry to occupy
and hold any positions which you may take. I think the main work
should be done with the mortar boats and that the gunboats should

not be unnecessarily exposed to a close fire, as they will immediately

be required in other operations which will not admit of delay for

repairs.
H. W. HAIitECK,

Major-General, CoTwmanding.
Flag-Officer Foote,

Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., March 13, 1862—9 p. m.
(Received 12 : 30 a. m., 14th.)

Just received a telegram from General Halleck to proceed down
the river and attack Island No. 10 to-morrow, who says conamanding

general here will send transports with three or four regiments of

infantry, to occupy and hold the positions which I take ; but as there

are no transports "^here, the commanding general has telegraphed to

Paducah for them, and we hope to get them in time.

A. H. Foote,

Flag-Officer, Commanding.

Assistant Secretary Fox, or

Lieutenant Wise.
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General Order of Flag-Offlcer Foote, U. S. Kavy.

Headquarteks U. S. Gunboat Flotilla,

Cairo, III., March 13, 1862.

The gunboats will at oilce get undenvay and anchor by the stern,

in order to ascertain how they will thus enable us to fight bow guns

downstream, before "oing into action.

Very respectKUly,
^ ^ ^^^

Flag-Offlcer.

[Bndorsement.]

Received at noon.
H. Walke,

Commander, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. U. S. Gunboat Carondelet.

Keport of Commander Walke, TJ. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Carondelet,

regarding defects in that vessel.

U. S. Gunboat Carondelet, March 13, 1863.

Sir : In obedience to your general order of this date, I immediately

got underway and anchored m the stream by the stern. But I found

that the A'essel yawed about very much while swinging. I observed

that the engine room leaked badly when the vessel was oacking. The
carpenters, who promised everything, were urged to stop the leaks

at Mound City-while she was docked. In weighing anchor, I caught

the telegraph" wite, or rope, Avhich gave me great trouble to clear,

but I did so without any damage.
Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, V. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

Letter from Flag-Oficer Poote, IT. 8. Navy, to Uajor-Oeneral Halleck, XT. S.

Army, responding to instructions for attack on Island No. 10.

Cairo, III., March 13, 1862.

Yotir instructions to attack Island No. 10 are received, and I shall

move for that purpose to-morrow morning. I have made the follow-
ing telegram to the Navy Department, which you will perceive will

lead me to be cautious, and not bring the boats within short range
of the enemy's batteries. Generally, in all our attacks down the river,

I will bear m mind the effect on this place and the other rivers, which
a serious disaster to the gunboats would involve. General Strong
is telegraphing Paducah for transports, as there are none at Cairo.

The ironclad boats can not be held when anchored by stem in this current,
on account of the recess between the fantalls forming the stem yawing them
about, and as the stems of the boats are not plated, and have but two 32-
pounders astem, you will see our difficulty of fighting downstream effectually.

Neither is there power enough in any of them to back upstream. We must.
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therefore, tie up to shore the best way we can -and help the mortar boats. I
have long since expressed to General Meigs my apprehensions about these boats'
defects. Don't have any gunboats for rivers built with wheels amid-
ships. The driftwood would choke the wheel, even If It had a powerful engine.
I felt it my duty to state these difficulties, which could not be obvlatedi when
I came here, as the vessels were modeled and partly built.

G. V. Fox, or
Lieutenant H. A. Wise,

Washington.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-O^er, Commanding Flotilla.

Major-General Halleck.

Beport of Brigadier-General Pope, TT. S. Army, regarding the evacuation liy the
Confederate forces of New Madrid, Uo.

Headquarters District of the Mississippi,

New Madrid, March 14, 1862.

General : I have the honor to submit for the information of the
general commanding the department the following report of the
operations which resulted in the capture of this place

:

I arrived before the town with the forces under my command on
Monday, the 3d instant. I found the place occupied by five regi-
ments of infantry and several companies of artillery. One bastioned
earthwork, mounting 14 heavy guns, about a half a mile below the
town, and another irregular work at the upper end of the town,
mounting 7 pieces of heavy artillery, together with lines of in-

trenchments between them, constituted the defensive works. Six
gunboats, carrying from 4 to 8 heavy gims each, were anchored along
the shore between the upper and lower redoubts. The country is

perfectly level for miles around the place, and as the river was so
high that the guns of the gunboats looked directly over the banks,
the approaches to the town for several miles were commanded by
direct and cross-fire from at least 60 gims of heavy caliber. It
would not have been difficult to carry the intrenchments, but it would
have been attended with heavy loss, and we should not have been
able to hold the place half an hour exposed to the destructive fire of
the gunboats.
As there seemed no immediate hope of the appearance of our gun-

boats, it became necessary to bring down a few heavy guns by land
to operate against those of the enemy. * * * The arrangement
was made to present as small a mark as possible to the shells of the

gimboats, and to render futile the use of round shot from their

hea\'y guns. Colonel Plummer mafched with all speed, and after

some cannonading from gunboats which he found there, he succeeded
in making a lodgment, constructing his batteries and rifle pits, and
occupying them m sufficient force to maintain them against any open
assault. After repeated and persistent cannonading from the gun-
boats, the enemy found it impossible to dislodge him, and he main-
tained obstinately his position and the blockade of the river to

transports during the whole of our operations. Meantime the enemy
continued every day to reinforce New Madrid from Island No. 10,

tintil,.on the 12th, they had 9,000 infantry, besides a considerable

N w B—^voL 22 44
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force of artillery and nin^ gunboats. The fleet was commanded by
Commodore Hollins; the land forces by Generals McCown, Stewart,

and Gantt.

it * If it W: * *

A furious thimderstorm began to rage about 11 o'clock that night
and continued almost without intermission until morning. Just
before daylight General Stanley was relieved in the trenches with
his division by General Hamilton. A few minutes after daylight
a flag of truce approached our batteries with information that the
enemy had evacuated his works. * * * ^ brief examination of
them disclosed how hasty and precipitate had been the flight of the
enemy. Their dead were found unburied ; their suppers, untouched,
standing on the tables ; candles burning in the tents, and every other
evidence of a disgraceful panic. Private baggage of officers and
knapsacks of men were left behind. Neither provisions nor ammu-
nition were carried off. Some attempt was made to carry ammuni-
tion, as boxes without number were found on the bank of the river
where the steamers had been landed.

* * * The flight of the enemy was so hasty that they aban-
doned their pickets and gave no intimation to the forces at Island
No. 10. The consequence is that one gunboat and ten large steamers
which were there are cut off from below, and must either be destroyed
or fall into our hands. Island No. 10 must necessarily be evacuated,
as it can neither be reinforced nor supplied from below.*******
Our whole loss during the operations was 51 killed and wounded.

A detailed list will be transmitted as soon as it can be made.
The enemy's loss can not be ascertained. A number of his dead

were left unburied, and more than a hundred new graves attested
that he must have suffered severely.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. Pope,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Brigadier-General G. W. CtrLLUM,
Chief of Staff and Engineer, Department of Mississippi.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., March H, 1862.

(Received 15th.)

Flag-Officer Foote left this morning at 7 a. m. with flotilla and
mortar boats for down the river. Last heard from was about to
leave Colmnbus.
A telegram received here from General Pope, sayins: that New

Madrid was evacuated last night in the storm. The rebels crossed
the river and dispersed in the swamp, only taking their bodies with
them, leaving stores, ammunition, etc.

General Hamilton is in command at New Madrid. General Pope
is of the impression that from frequent passage of transports, Island
No. 10 is also evacuated; but will make reconnoissance to ascertain
the fact to-morrow.
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A dispatch sent by General Strong to-night to Flag-Officer Foote
to inform of the above.

A. [M.] Pennock,
Senior Officer.

Chief of Bubk4.u of Ordnance,
Navy Defartment.

0«neral order of Tlag-Officer Poote, V. S. Navy.

U. S. Flagship Benton,
Near Island No. 10, March 16, 1862.

Captains Kilty and Stembel will lay their vessels to the bank near
the mortar boats, so as to protect and cover them during the night.

The other ironplated gunboats of the squadron will anchor in a
diagonal line across the river, and upon the port side and a little

ahead of the flagship, so that the broadsides of each vessel will be
uncovered upon either side.

By order of

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 16, 1862.

(Received 2 a. m., I7th.)

A messenger left the flotilla at 3 o'clock -yesterday. The fleet was
in line of battle, dropping slowly,down and within 2 miles of the
enemy.
At Island No. 10 two mortar boats were in position and four shots

fired. The Benton, gunboat, fired a few shells to try the range, but
no reply from the rebels. Six rebel gunboats in sight, and large

bodies of troops appeared unoccupied on main and close to head
of island.

Commodore in good spirits, but messenger did not expect a fight

before to-day.
A. M. Pennock,

Senior Officer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 17, 1862.

Dispatch received from the squadron, dated 3 o'clock last night:

We have had some beautiful practice to-day with rifles at their upper bat-

jtery. Mortars firing also. No special result. Rebels very strong and hard
for us to get at them. The upper battery is about 2 miles above Island No. 10,

on the Kentucky shore. General Pope's guns at New Madrid command the
river, preventing rebel gunboats and transports from passing, they being be-

tween New Madrid and Island No. 10.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

A. M. Pennock,
For Flag-Officer Foote.
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[Telegram.]

Headquabters Department of the Mississippi,

St. Louis, March 17, 1862.

Steamer Nebraska will join Commodore Foote's expedition, the

siege guns to be used in reducing the enemy's works. Send the fol-

lowing with all possible haste to General Pope

:

You win Immediately construct a road across the swamp to the river below
St James, so that your forces can assist the flotilla against Island No. 10.

The heavy siege guns and siege ammunition and ferryboats will meet you on
the river. I think you had better strike nearly straight across the peninsula,

as It win be the shortest line.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-GeriercJ,.

Brigadier-General Strong,
Cairo, III.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters District of the Mississippi,

New Madrid, March 17, 1862.

li Commodore Foote can run past the batteries of Island No. 10
with two or three gunboats and reach here, I can cross my whole
force and capture every man of the enemy at Island No. 10 and on
the mainland. I shall send a messenger to him suggesting it, but for
fear of accident you had perhaps best send him this letter. 'He had
best be careful in approaching this place, in case he gets past the
battery, and display a white flag some distance off.

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. Pope,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

General Ccru^UM.

[Telegram.]

Baltimore, March 17, 1862.

We have dispatches [from] Island No. 10 up to 2 o'clock to-day.
Rebels are in force with gunboats, floating batteries, and land bat-
teries. At 2 o'clock Commodore Foote had mortar boats in position
and bombardment about commencing.
Have not received pass for Old Point yet.

C. C. Fulton.
Mr. Fox,

Assistant Secretary Navy.
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Report of Slag-Offlcer Poote, U. S. Navy, regarding attack upon batteries by
mortar and gunboats.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Of Island No. 10, March 17, 1863.

Sir: Leaving Cairo on the 14th instant with seven ironclad gun-
boats and ten mortar boats, and being joined at Cohimbus on the
same day by Colonel Buford, in command of some 1,200 troops, I
reached Hickman that evening with the flotilla and transports, when
the Louisville, Commander Dove, was found leaking in her boilers

and was sent back to Columbus for repairs.

On the 15th instant, at daylight, the flotilla and transports moved
down the river, arriving in the vicinity of Island No. 10 at 9 a. m.
The rain and dense fog prevented our getting the vessels in position,

other than two mortar boats, for the purpose of ascertaining their
range.

Early on the morning of the 16th instant, I placed the mortars
in as good position as the circumstances would admit, when they
shelled several regiments out of their encampments, and at extreme
range reached the batteries on No. 10, the floating battery, and the
five batteries on the Tennessee shore. The mortar boats are in charge
of Captain Maynadier, U. S. Army, as ordnance officer, assisted by
Acting Lieutenant Commanding J. P. Sanford, U. S. Navy, who
volunteered his services.

This morning, the 17th instant, soon after daylight, the mortar
boats being in position, I had the Benton lashed between two other
steamers (the Cincinnati and St. Louis) , and with the remaining iron-

clad steamers made an attack on the forts at the distance of 2,000

yards, or more, on account of the rapid current rendering the boats

too unmanageable to come within a shorter range without endanger-
ing their being carried under the enemy's guns ; and as a nearer ap-

proach would expose the bow and quarter of the vessels, their most
vulnerable points, to a fire from six other batteries, mounting forty-

three guns. We opened fire upon the upper fort on the Tennessee
shore at 12 m., and continued to give and receive quite a brisk fire

from this, and also four other batteries on the same shore, imtil

darkness obscured the forts from view. The ten mortars in the mean-
time shelled the troops out of range, excepting those manning the

batteries. The upper fort was badly cut up by the Benton and the

other boats with her. We dismounted one of their guns, and the men
at times ran from the batteries.

Colonel Buford has been busy, and I trust profitably engaged, in

making reconnoissances and is preparing to mount his siege guns.

In the attack of to-day this vessel received four shots, while a

rifle gun burst aboard the St. Louis, killing and wounding 15 officers

and men. I enclose a list of casualties. The Cincinnati has had her

engines injured, which may render it necessary for me to send her

to Cairo for repairs.

I hope to be able to silence the upper battery to-morrow, after

which we can plant the mortars in a position where we expect to be

able to shell the rebels out of their batteries.

This place is even stronger and better adapted for defense than

Columbus has ever been ; each fortification commands the one above
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it. We can count forty-nine guns in the different batteries, where

there are probably double the number, with 10,000 troops.

From exhaustion, arising from continuous service and want ot

sleep you will excuse this incoherent, discursive report.

Our shells bursting prematurely, we have to drown them before

loading the gims. The fuzes, many of which I am informed were

made before the Mexican war, ought to have been condemned.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Oificer, Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

[Hon.] Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Enclosure.]

List of killed and wounded on gunboat St. Louis, March 17, 1862.

Killed (by bursting of rifle gun).—James Jackson, seaman, Chi-

cago, 111.; P. S. Goth, seaman, Maine.

Wounded (by bursting of rifle gun).—S. H. McAdam, masters

mate, Chicago; severely; John A. McDonald, gunner, Baltimore,

slightly ; H. T. Blv, seaman. New Bedford, severely ; J. W. Sprowl,

seaman, Bristol, Me., severely; P. Mulhenin, seaman, Boston, Mass.,

severely ; Kich. Gouger, severely ; Frank Clemmens, seaman, severely

;

Charles Woolf, seaman, severely; Henry Joy, seaman, Worcester

County, Mass., slightly; Charles Wilson, seaman, Philadelphia,

severely; William" Kelcher, seaman, Boston, Mass., severely; M. C.

Donaghho, seaman, Fredericktown, Pa., slightly; Perae Leon, sea-

man, Sardinian, slightly.

Respectfully submitted.
J. B. McDujL,

Assistant Surgeon, V. S. Gunboat St. Louis.

Leonard Paulding,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

[Telegram.]

Flagship Benton, March 17, 1862.

(Received 1 :28 p. m., 18th, via Cairo, HI.)

We have this moment returned to our anchorage after five hours'
fighting with five rebel forts, in which we have not suffered ma-
terially, other than in the bursting of a rifled gun aboard the St.

Louis, killing and wounding 14 [15] officers and men, and some in-

jury sustained by the Cincinnati. This vessel was struck four times,

two of the shots passing through upper decks. We damaged the

nearest fort and had darkness not prevented would have silenced it,

as their men at one time were seen running from it.

The place is stronger and more difficult to take than Columbus
ever was, as a long line of forts on the river command one another.

The mortar boats do well, and had we a place to put them out of
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sight of the forts we could soon shell out the rebels. They have done
good execution as it is. I will write as soon as possible.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, March 18, 186SS.

(Keceived 1: 30 p. m.", 18th.)

News received this 9 a. m. from flagship Benton dated near Island
No. 10, 17th

:

We had hard work this afternoon with the upper battery of all at this point.
Four shots struck us only, out of the fire of five forts. One shot after strik-

ing the upper deck twice and lower deck once, breaking some half a dozen
beams, finally lodged in the flag-officer's desk, depositing Itself in the drawer
as quietly as possible.

We had battered the forts all to pieces, dismounting one gun, but night
came upon us and we had to leave without finishing the work, but will to-

morrow go at him again.
A rifled gun burst on board the St. Louis and killed 2 men outright, wounded

mortally 2 more, and wounded 10 others. These are the only casualties.

The mortars are doing well.

I shall to-day, by direction of Flag-OflScer Foote, send down 6

more mortar boats, making 16 in all.

A. M. Pennock,
Senior Ojf^cer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy Department.

[Teleeram.]

Cairo, March 19, 1862—12 p. m.
(Received, 11 a. m., 20th.)

Dispatch received from Flag-Officer Foote at 12 to-night

:

This place. Island No. 10, is harder to conquer than Columbus, as the island

shores are lined with forts, each fort commanding the one above It.

We are gradually approaching, but still do not hope for much till Pope's

army can make a simultaneous attack In rear.

We are firing day and night on the rebels, and we gain on them, but a trav-

erse is being tried, which. If successful, will astonish Secesh.

We are having some of the most beautiful rifle practice ever witnessed. The
mortar shells have done fine execution ; one shell was fairly landed on their

floating battery and cleared the concern in short meter.

A. M. Pennock,
For Flag-Of^cer Foote.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,"
Navy Department.
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Xeport of Flag-Offlcer Foote, IT. S. Navy, regrardlng attack upon the upper fort

on Island No. 10.

Flag-Steamer Bento^t,

Oif Island No. 10, March 19, 1862.

Sm: On the I7th instant I communicated to the Department an
account of our leaving Cairo for the purpose of attacking Island No.

10, and expressing the hope that to-morrow (yesterday) we should
be able to capture the upper fort at this point.

Yesterday we were firing on the upper fort at long range, breach-
ing it occasionally, and dismounted another gun, while the mortars
were playing on the lower fortifications, having driven the encamp-
ments down the river just out of range of our shells. As the forts

are distinct from each other, and occupy but little space and have
been mostly constructed for four or five months, it is impossible to
use the mortars with as much effect as could have been done at
Columbus, where the batteries were more compact and exposed, and
the troops having less shelter than here. We are, however, keeping
up an occasional fire, day and night, to prevent the enemy repairing
his damages, gradually approaching his strongest holds, and I trust
we will be able, in cooperation with General Pope's division of the
Army, soon to get possession of the place.

This position was selected by the rebels on account of its being in-
accessible by land in a high stage of water on the Missouri side,
which side General Pope's army occupies at New Madrid, and as he
has no transports of any kind with which to cross over to the Ten-
nessee side and march m upon the rear of the rebels, I have this
morning sent him two tugs and hope to be able to get two gunboats
also through the same bayou or slough to him. If we can do this,
and the two gunboats coming up and attacking the forts from below
with the land attack, I have no doubt but we shall secure a complete
victory. We must proceed here slowly and cautiously, which alone
can prove effective, especially bearing in mind the rapid current and
certainty of falling into the hands of the enemy in these slow boats
if we nm as close to the batteries as we might do were the rebels
upstream.

Colonel Buford, commanding the troops here, amounting to about
1,500, will be ready to perform all service required until the arrival
of General Pope in force. We shall not be able to make the grand at-
tack for several days. This will depend upon the arrival of General
Pope.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

TT r^ ^ Flag-Oijicer.
Hon. GmEON Welles,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.
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Keport of Flag-Officer Foote, V. S. Navy, regarding the continued sheUlng of
the batteries.

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Off Island No. 10, March £0, 1863.

Sir : Most of the ironclad steamers, including this vessel, are still

lying within long range of the rebel forts and occasionally, with the
mortar boats, are throwing shells into the enemy's batteries, which
have induced them to withdraw all their superfluous men not re-

quired in serving their guns. To-day the upper battery oi)ened upon
us, but was silenced in half an hour, this ship dismounting a gun.
I send to-night a boat to sound in a narrow and shallow channel, in
hopes the present rise of water in the river will enable me to dis-

patch a small steamer with light draft to General Pope near New
Madrid, who, as I have already informed the Department, has sev-
eral times requested that I would send him two or three gunboats,
to enable him to cross over to the Tennessee side with the view of
attacking the rebels in the rear at this point, while we make the
attack in front or on the river side. I am apprehensive, however,
from an ill success thus far, that this project may not prove feasible.

To-day, for the first time since I have been in conmiand of the flo-

tilla, I called a council of war, with the view of ascertaining the
opinion of the officers with reference to sending, or attempting to
send, aid requested to General Pope. The officers, with one excep-
tion, were decidedly opposed to nmning the blockade, believing that
it would result in the almost certain destruction of the boats which
should attempt to pass the six forts with fifty guns bearing upon the
vessels. I have been seriously disposed to run the blockade myself
[in the Benton?'], which is better protected than the other boats, al-

though she is slow and works sluggishly; but upon reconsideration,

as her loss would be so great if we failed, and my personal services

here considered so important with the fleet and transports, I have for

the present abandoned the idea. This place is admirably chosen for

defense by the rebels, as its rear can only be approached in this stage

of water from the river side opposite New Madrid, its being sur-

rounded by bayous or sloughs, while its long line of six forts com-
manding one another from the river front render it almost impreg-
nable to an attacking force.

General Pope having no transports, and without our reaching him
by running the blockade, is unable to cross over to the Tennessee side

from New Madrid, where he now is in force, and it is impossible for

him, from the inundated state of the coimtry, to send or march his

troops to this point. Were we to attempt to attack these heavy bat-

teries with the gunboats or attempt to run the blockade and fail, as

I have already stated in a former conmiunication, the rivers above us

(Mississippi, Ohio, and Cumberland) would be greatly exposed, not

only frustrating the grand object of the expedition, but exposing our
towns and cities bordering those rivers ; especially so, should General
Pope be unable to hold his position at New Madrid. Under these

circumstances, and our boats being so ill adapted to fighting down
the river, with two rifle guns having burst, and our imperfect shells,

have induced me to act with great caution, and expose the flotilla less,

than under more favorable circumstances it would be my duty to

do, for the great object for which the fleet was created. Of the future,
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in absence of instructions from higher authority, I shall be governed
by circumstances as they may arise. When the object of running the

blockade becomes adequate to the risk, I shall not hesitate to do it.

The place may be occupied by us in a short time without an assault,

as the rebels must be cut off from their necessary supplies; still, if

this does not soon take place, it may become necessary to force the
blockade or adopt some other measures which have not yet suggested
themselves.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

I am still on crutches, and my foot hardly improving on account
of its necessary exposure.

A. H. F.

[ Telegram. 1

St. Louis, March 20, 1862.

Enemy's flotilla, hemmed in between Commodore Foote and
General Pope, has made another attempt to escape down the river.
Gunboats cannonaded General's Pope's batteries on the 18th for an
hour and a half, but were driven back with severe loss. One gunboat
was sunk and several badly damaged. They are completely hemmed
in and can escape only by fighting their way out.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Hon. E. M. Stanton.

Beport of Commander Waike, U. S. Wavy, commanding TT. S. S. Carondelet, advls-
Intr the -withdrawal of the mortar boats at nlg:ht.

TJ. S. Gunboat Carondelet,
Off Island No. 10, March 22, 1862.

Sir: As the rebel batteries on the Tennessee shore and on Island
No. 10 can at any time open an effective fire upon the mortar boats
and gunboats on this pomtr, I would respectfully suggest that the
former be removed at night to prevent their falling into the hands of
the enemy in a general assault.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
• „„ Commander, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Oflicer A. H. Foote,
^

Commanding V. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department op the Mississippi,

St. Louis, March 2i, 1862.
Yours of yesterday received. Conmiodore Foote will not attempt

to run past the batteries and he can not reduce them. If the crossing
can not be effected with safety, it had better not be undertaken. The
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main object is accomplished by holding the enemy in position. If
the idea of crossing is given up send all the forces you can spare to
Bird's Point, to be transported up the Tennessee. We can there
turn the enemy and cut off his retreat by land while your gnns com-
mand the river. If this meets your views I will also withdraw the
forces from Hickman with the same object. The immediate reduc-
tion of these batteries is not important, but the failure in an attempt
to cross your army over the river might be disastrous. I am de-
cidedly in favor of the move up the Tennessee. Answer.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

General Pope,
New Madrid.

Keport of 71ag-0fflcer Foote, TT. S. Navy, transmitting letter from Kajor-General
Halleck, V. S. Army, regarding operations for redjiction of the works on Island
No. 10.

No. 1.] U. S. Flag-Steamer Bentox,
Island No. 10, March 26, 1862.

Sir: Since my communication of the 20th instant, we have been
lying off the forts at long range, occasionally firing a rifle shot and
more frequently throwing mortars upon the island and at the forti-

fications on the Tennessee shore. The rebels still hold the forts, but
the encampments are removed bej'ond range, with a sufficient number
of men to serve their hea\-y guns, which seem to be well protected
from our shells by their breastworks.

A communication from General Halleck, a copy of which is

enclosed, leads me to hope that we may yet derive support from the
army, irrespective of General Pope's force, which will cross over
from New Madrid and attack the rebels in rear while we make
the attack in front, in case we succeed in getting two steamers and
several cutters, which are now working their way toward that point,

through the bayous or sloughs. Should this effort be unsuccessful,

I hope to hear that a land force of some 10,000 men will be* in the
rebels' rear in the course of five or six days. With the exception of a
ridge or higher land on the river bank from the Tennessee side, from
directly opposite New Madrid to nearly opposite No. 10, the whole
country is inundated, or at least so much go as to prevent troops from
other points reaching tlie rebels' rear, showing how admirable their

position has been chosen for defense.

We now have here six iron-plated gunboats, one wooden gunboat,

the Conestoga, and sixteen mortar boats, one ironclad gunboat being
at Nashville, one guarding Columbus and Hickman, and two wOoden
boats up the Tennessee, while the Essex, Commander Porter, is

repairing at St. Louis. We have all the mortar boats which we can
use to any advantage. Still want two towboats for these in greater

force, as we have a strong current, requiring the greatest vigilance to

prevent them and the gujiboats from being carried downstream,
from the want of steam power of the latter. Colonel Buford, com-
manding the troops, has a force of between 1,900 and 2,000 men, who,
in fact, living as they necessarily do aboard the transports, can not,

surrounded as they are by water, the banks overflowed, accomplish
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anything of consequence. Thus we are waiting to open communi-
cation with General Pope at New Madrid.

I also forward a copy of a letter sent to me by General Strong,

commanding at Cairo, from which it will be seen that the rebels have

thirteen gunboats, independently of the five below New Madrid, and
the Manassas, or ram, at Memphis. I presume that these boats are

not equal to ours; still we have no means of ascertaining their

character, especially those at New Orleans.

I have ordered the rifle guns as they arrive at Cairo to be sent to

us, as our rifles are unsafe and must be condemned as others can be
supplied. The rifle shells, as well as those of the 8-inch guns and 32s,

also burst prematurely, and I have been obliged to drown all fuzes

at a distance exceeding 1,000 yards.

I shall proceed with caution in our work here, being fully aware
of our disadvantages. If, however, any disaster should occur from
circumstances beyond my control, I have ordered the ironclad gun-
boats Cairo and Louisville, with the wooden boats Tyler and Lex-
ington, to meet at Cairo, or as far down as Columbus, and even
Hickman, to prevent the rebel gunboats from ascending the river

beyond Cairo, which place is now so nearly overflowed as to render
it necessary for us to remove all our ammunition.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-O^cer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navxj, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—Were we able even to shell the forces out of their fortifica-

tions, they would reoccupy as we passed down the river, as we have
less than 2,000 troops to take possession.

[Enclosure.}

Headquarters Department of the Mississippi,
St. Loiiis, March 21, 1862.

Sir: I have just received your report (without date) [March 17],
of your operations against the enemy's batteries in the vicinity of
Island No. 10. While I am certain that you have done everything
that could be done successfully to reduce these works, I am ven'^
glad that you have not unnecessarily exposed your gunboats, li
they had been disabled, it would have been a most serious loss to us
in the future operations of the campaign, whereas the reduction of
these batteries this week or next is a matter of very little impor-
tance indeed. I think it will turn out in the end that it is much
better for us that they are not reduced till we can fully cut off the
retreat of their troops.

Everything is now progressing well on the Tennessee Elver
toward opening your way down the Mississippi.
The reduction of these works is only a question of time and we

are m no hurry on that point.
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Nothing is lost by a little delay there. I am directing all my
attention now to another object, and when that is accomplished the
enemy must evacuate or surrender.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. Halleck,
Commanding General.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Comm,anding Naval Forces, etc.

letter from Hajor-General Pope, V. S. Army, to Flag-Offloer Foote, V. S. Navy,
requesting the services of a grnnboat.

Headquaeteks District of the Mississippi,
New Madrid, March 26, 1862.

Sir: I have instructed Colonel Biasell, who is making slow but
certain progress with his work, to deepen the channel sufficiently to
enable one of your smallest gunboats to be brought through. The
river there is so wide that our guns on this bank can not command
the landing on the opposite bank, and I need a gunboat to lie near
the opposite shore to prevent the establishment of batteries or the
use of field guns against our boats in crossing. The enemy's pickets
line the opposite shore from Island No. 10, all the way round to Tip-
tonville (Merriweather's Landing), and any movement will be ob-
served as soon as it is begun. Of course the frail steamers loaded
with men are not suitable to effect the passage of the river in face
of an enemy, even with field batteries. Your smallest gunboat will
answer all purposes, and can be brought through, even if it be
necessary to take off her guns temporarily. They can either be
brought down in one of the steamers or barges, or we can arm her
with 32-pounders and 8-inch howitzers here. I think the escape
of the enemy nearly impossible; certainly no baggage nor any sort
of artillery or material of war can be carried oflT

My lower battery is 2 miles below Tiptonville, and commands the
upper end of the overflowed lands on the east bank. It consists of
two 24-pounders and two 10-pound Parrotts, well supported. From
this place round to the lower battery, the shore is lined with heavy
guns, 24s and 32s.

I shall anxiously await your reply, in which I hope you will let

me know the draft of your smallest gunboat, with and without guns.

To cross this furious river, now so wide that our batteries can not
cover the landing in the face of an enemy with artillery, and in such
frail vessels as we must use, is a very hazardous and difficult opera-
tion, only to be justified by the necessities of the case. Every
means, therefore, must be taken to diminish the danger of any disas-

ter, and your gunboat will render matters greatly more safe. When
once my force is on th^ other side, I am a match for any enemy to

be found there, in whatever numbers they are likely to have. Please

communicate with me as soon as possible.

Ee^pectfuUy, sir, your obedient servant,

Jno. Pope,
Major-General,, Commanding.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Com,m,anding Mississippi Flotilla.
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Cairo, March 27, 1863.

All quiet at Island No. 10. Engineer corps cutting thrice [canal?]

through neck of land to enable transports to get below the island and

afford aid to General Pope.
Thexiver is rising fast, giving aid to the above.

Colonel [Napoleon B.] Buford, in a reconnoissance, captured 6

men, who represented the rebels had lost 60 killed, also 40 negroes

used in repairing fortifications.

Rebel communication as yet uninterrupted by land to their water

transportation.

Eebel force, 12,000.

Captain Maynadier went up with balloonist yesterday and made
intended observations.

Great destruction has been caused by the mortars.

It is reported on the authority of different persons from New
Orleans that the rebels have thirteen gunboats finished and ready to

move up the Mississippi, besides the four or six below New Madrid
and the ram at Memphis.

A. M. Pennock,
For Flag-Ofjicer Foote.

H. A. Wise,
Navy Department.

BepoTt of Flag-Officer Foote, 11. S. Navy, referring to engrlneering operations
proposed for facilitating cooperation.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Off Island No. 10, March 27, 1862.

Sir: I enclose a copy of a letter just received from General Hal-
leck, with my reply and a copy of orders to Commander Porter, my
second in command, in reference to the subject-matter of the com-
manding general's letter.

Colonel Bissell, the engineer of General Pope's army, is attempting
to find a passage through the bayous or sloughs, that we may send
two small steamers to" General Pope for the purpose of crossing the
river at New Madrid and sending a force to attack the rebels here
while we make the attack in front with the gun and mortar boats.
I hope the effort of Colonel Bissell may prove successful, as he is

making quite satisfactory progress thus far.

I am lying within long range of the rebels' batteries, but very few
shots are exchanged between us. It would seem that we have a good
prospect of capturing the rebels here, unless the rise of water, or
impossibility of a force attacking them in the rear, should prevent.
Were we even to shell the enemy out of his batteries, we have not
force enough to occupy, unless supported by,an army in the rear.
General Halleck will communicate fully with the War Department

in relation to the preferred gunboats.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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P. S.—As I am ordered to this place, I shall here remain, keeping
my second in command to attend to important duties in St. Louis,
with the hope of being able, with the army in the rear, if one comes,
to capture the rebels and then proceed to New Madrid. We have
only six ironclad gunboats here, as one is up the Cimiberland, one
at St. Louis repairing, Essex, and one at Hicknjan, not in good
order, guarding that point and Columbus. I shall be cautious and
do all in my power to acconiplish the great work assigned me.

A. H. F.

My foot unexpectedly continues much inflamed and swollen, and
I am still compelled to use crutches. If I fall, or otherwise become
disabled, I respectfully suggest that Captain Charles H. Davis be-

come my successor.

A. H. F.

[Telegram.]

New Madrid, March 27, 1862.

Your dispatch of 24th received. Will take Island [No.] 10 within
a week. Trust me. As Commodore Foote is unable to reduce and
unwilling to run his gimboats past it, I would ask, as they belong to

the United States, that he be directed to remove his crews from
two of them and turn over the boats to me. I will bring them here.

I can get along without them, but will have several days' delay.

The railroad from Bird's Point to Sikeston under water, and route

to Commerce impracticable from backwater of swamps. Troops
could not be taken from here till river is open. I am confident of

success, and shall carefully provide against any danger in crossing

the river.

Jno. Pope,
'

Major-General.
Major-General Halleck.

[Telegram.]

St. Louis, March 28, 1862.

General Pope is confident that he can turn the enemy's position

by crossing below. Give him all the assistance in your power by the

use of your gunboats. I think that by a combined operation the

object can be accomplished. One or two gunboats are very necessary

to protect his crossing. Assist him in this if you can.

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Flag-Officer Footk.
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[Telegram.]

Headqitarters Department of the Mississippi,

St. Louis, March ^5, 1862.

I have telegraphed to Commodore Foote to give all the aid in his

power. You have a difficult problem to solve. I will not embarrass

you with instructions. I leave you free to act as your judgment may

deem best.
H. W. Halleck,

Major-Gerveral.

General Pope,
New Madrid.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, III., March 30, 1862.

I reached Island No. 10 last evening about 5 o'clock. Found mat-

ters very quiet. A plan was agreed on for active operations, which

will go into effect about Thursday. I will write you fully in regard

to it. Commodore Foote has asked the Navy Department for more

guns, to replace those on his boats, which are nearly worn-out. It is

very important to haA'e these guns by the time No. 10 is taken, and

the Navy and War Departments should, by some means, manage to

forward the guns immediately. We have information here that the

rebels are finishing some hea\'y gunboats to ascend the river. To
provide for them and any mishap that may occur to our own fleet in

contending with their combined land and water batteries, Columbus
and Belmont should be strongly fortified. Halleck and Foote both

anxious to have this done. I returned to Cairo this morning. Prob-

ably return to island to-night.

Thomas A. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Order of Flag-Offlcer Foote, XT. S. Navy, to Commander Wallce, XT. S. Navy, com-
manding IT. S. S. Carondelet, to proceed to New Uadrld for cooperation with
the army forces.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Of Island No. 10, March 30, 1862.

Sir: You will avail yourself of the first fog or rainy night and
drift your steamer down past the batteries, on the Tennessee shore,

and Island No. 10, until you reach New Madrid.
I assign you this service, as it is vitally important to the capture

of this place that a gunboat should soon be at New Madrid, for
the purpose of covering General Pope's army while he crosses

that pomt to the opposite, or to the Tennessee side of the river,

that he may move his army np to Island No. 10 and sCttack the rebels

in rear while we attack them m front.

Should you succeed in reaching General Pope, you will freely

confer witK him and adopt his suggestions, so far as your superior
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knowledge of what your boat will perform will enable you to do,

for the purpose of protecting his force while crossing the river.

You will also, if you have coal, and the current of the river will

permit, steam up the river when the army moves, for the purpose of
attacking their fortifications; still, you will act cautiously here, as

your own will be the only boat below.
You will capture or destroy the rebel steamer gunboat Grampus

and the transports, if possible, between this place and No. 10, at such
time as will not embarrass you in placing yourself in communication
with General Pope at the earliest possible time after leaving this

place.

On this delicate and somewhat hazardous service I assign you.

I must enjoin upon you the importance of keeping your lights

secreted in the hold, or put out ; keeping your officers and men from
speaking at all when passing the forts, above a whisper, and then

only on duty; and of using every other precaution to prevent the

rebels suspecting that you are dropping below their batteries.

If you successfully perform this duty assigned you,* which you so

willingly undertake, it will reflect the highest credit upon you and
all belonging to your vessel, and I doubt not but that the Government
will fully appreciate and reward you for a service which, I trust,

will enable the army to cross the river and make a successful attack

in rear while we storm the batteries in front of this stronghold of

the rebels.

Commending you and all who compose your command to the

care and protection of God, who rules the world and directs all

things,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ofjicer.

Commander H. Walke,
Commanding CarondeUt.

-p. S.—Should you meet with disaster, you will, as a last resort,

destroy the steam machinery, and, if possible to escape, set fire to

your gunboat or sink her, and prevent her from falling into the

hands of the rebels. „
A. H. F.

Beport of Flag-Offioer Poote, U. S. Navy.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,

Of Island No. 10, March 30, 1862.

SiK : I forward a copy of a letter from General Halleck, which I

believe was accidentally left out of my dispatches yesterday. As the

dispatches refer to this letter, I send it in case it was omitted yes-

terday.
.

I hope to be able yet to get all the required assistance to General

Pope at New Madrid, enabling him to cross the river at that point,

to move up and attack the rebels at this place in rear while I make

the attack in front.

N w B—VOL 22 45
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The exposed state of the river above for want of gunboats and
troops induces me to act with the greatest caution, as momentous
consequences are involved in the issue.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Oificer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Beport of Conunander Walke, IT. S. Havy, commanding V. S. S. Carondelet,
requesting: removal of sick and wonnded.

U. S. Gunboat Carondelet,
Of Island No. 10, April 1, 1862.

SiK : As the gun deck of this vessel is very much lumbered up with
the sick and wounded at present, I respectfully request that they may
be removed on board of some other steamer, where our surgeon will
attend them, if necessary, while here.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy:

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Naval Forces, 'Western Waters.

P. S.—I herewith enclose the surgeon's report.

H. W.
I Enclosure.]

U. S. GojNBOAT Carondelet, April 1, 1862.
Sir: I have three patients on board that are dangerously ill. If

they could be put in a place where there is less noise and fewer
changes of temperature they might all get well. If they must remain
here I fear they will all die. I would respectfully suggest that they
be placed on board a transport, if possible, or sent to Cairo hospital
by the first boat that goes up.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. S. McNeeley,
„ „„ Assistant Surgeon.
H. Walke, ^

Commander.

Eeport of Plag-Offlcer Foote, V. S. Navy, regarding combined expedition against
Battery on Tennessee shore.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Of Island No. 10, April 2, 1862.

Last night an armed boat expedition was fitted out from the squad-

?rJ S^% ^"u ^"'^^l ?* *J?^' P°^"*' ""*^«i- command of Colonel
[Cieorge W.] Roberts, of the Forty-second lUinoia Regiment.
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The five boats comprising the expedition were in charge of First
Master J. V. Johnston, of the St. Louis, assisted by Fourth Master
G. P. Lord, of the Benton; Fourth Master Pearce, of the Cincinnati;
Fourth Master Morgan, of the Pittahurg, and Master's Mate Scoville,
of the Mound City, each with a boat's crew of 10 men from their re-
spective vessels, and carrying in all 100 men, exclusive of officers,
under command of Colonel Roberts.
At midnight the boats reached the upper, or No. 1, fort, and, pull-

ing directly in face, carried it, receiving only the harmless fire of two
sentinels who ran on the discharge of their muskets, while the rebel
troops in the vicinity rapidly retreated ; whereupon Colonel Roberts
spiked the six gims mounted in the fort and retired in the boats
uninjured.
The commanding officer represents all under his command, from

their coolness and determination, as being ready to perform more
hazardous service had it been required, to the fulfillment of the object
of the expedition.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

P. S.—Enclosed is the report of Colonel Roberts.

[Duplicate sent to Major-General Halleck.]

Seport of Colonel Koberts, commandingr Forty-Second Illinois Infantry.

On boabo Steamer Memphis,
A-pril 2, 1862.

In obedience to your orders, I have the honor to report that last

evening at 5:30 o'clock I took command of an expedition designed
against the rebel battery No. 1 on the Tennessee shore.

My force consisted of five boats, furnished by the gunboats Benton.
St. Louis, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, and Mound City, manned by crews
of these boats, respectively, and transported a detachment of 50
men from Company A, Forty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteers.

My first endeavor was to proceed through the overflown woodland
on the Kentuckv shore and thus escape observation. This proved
to be impracticable, as well because of the fall of the river as of the

large amount of drift accumulated among the trees. We then drop-
ped down to the first mortiar boat and laid by until lip. m., when
all the boats got underway and proceeded, one after another, keeping
close under the shadow of the shore. The Benton's boat led until

the outlines of battery No. 1 were well defined, when the order of

attack, the suggestion of First Master J. V. Johnston, was taken up
as follows; The boats of the St. Louis, Benton, and Pittshurq ad-

vanced in line, the Benton's boat in the center; the remaining ooats

followed a few yards behind.
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We approached the battery in such silence with muffled oars, that

we were less than 10 yards distant when the sentinels at the guns
discovered us. They cried out in great surprise, fired twice on our
boats, and ran away. We landed in good order and with great ex-

pedition, the rear boats falling to the right and left of the center

boat of the advanced line, and at once commenced spiking the gtins.

Lieutenant Church, with 20 men, advanced toward* the supposed
rebel camp to anticipate an attack, and at the same time protect

the men engaged in spiking. No such attack was made.
The work was done with perfect coolness on the part of our men,

but as rapidly as possible, for the rebel gunboat Grampus had taken
alarm at the sentinels' fire, and was standing toward us. I did not
go on board to return until I had first personally inspected every
gun.

I report, sir, that every gun in the battery except one (dismounted
and lying in the water) was spiked by our party. I believe the spik-

ing will prove effectual.

The object of the expedition being thus accomplished, we took
to our boats and returned without any loss whatever.
To the naval officers in command of the boats great praise is due

for the admirable manner in which our ^ipproach was conducted.
The officers of the detachments were prompt and efficient, while the
men of both land force and marines, by their implicit obedience of
orders, have proved themselves worthy of any service whatever.
The kindness of Captain Phelps, of the Benton^ in giving personal

attention to the outfit of the expedition, is kindly remembered.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. W. Roberts,
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-second Regiment Illinois Vols.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote.

[Telegram.]

New Madrid, April 2, 1862.
Our boats are in the main bayou and ready to move into the river

at a moment's notice. I keep them up the bayou, concealed from the
enemy. I am only waiting to finish the floating battery, which car-
ries one 8-inch columbiad and three 32s. It will be finished by to-
morrow night, and, I think, will be impregnable to any batteries the
enemy can establish in any reasonable time. I have no hope of
Commodore Foote. He has postponed trying to run any of his gun-
boats past Island No. 10 until some foggy'or rainy night. The moon
is beginning to make the nights light, and there is no prospect of
fogs during this sort of weather. We must do without him. I will
give you details of the manner I intend to cross by mail.

John Pope,
-.. . rx T TT Major-General, Commanding.
Major-General Halleck.
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Report of Flag-Offlcer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding a continuation of the attack
upon Confederate batteries at Island No. 10.

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Of Island No, 10, April 3 [4], 1862.

This morning the Benton, Cincinnati, and Pittsburg, with three
mortar boats, opened and continued for more than an hour a fire on
the rebels' heavy floating battery at Island No. 10, when the battery,
having received several shells from the rifles and mortars, cut loose
from her moorings and drifted 2 or 3 miles down the river. The shells

were thrown from the flotilla on different parts of tlie island and
into the rebel batteries lining the Tennessee shore. The return fire

produced no effect upon the squadron. No more men than were
actually necessary to man the rebel batteries were visible.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Weules,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.]

Neab Island No. 10, April 4, 1862—8 a. m.

The commodore opened fire at 11 o'clock yesterday with cannon
and mortars. Struck their large floating battery a number of times.

Our scouts report it completely disabled. Also burned a steamer the
enemy had sunk in Missouri channel. Will report from New Madrid
to-night. Weather delightful.

Thomas A. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Letter from the Assistant Secretary of War to Flag-Offlcer Foote, IT. S. Nary,
urging the sending of two gunboats to New Madrid.

Headquartehs Army Mississippi,

New Madrid, April 4, 1862.

Dear Sir : I arrived at headquarters of General Pope at 2 :30 p. m.,

and after a full conversation with him in regard to proposed move-
ments for the capture of the enemy, now at No. 10, 1 am satisfied that

two gunboats will be required here to make his plans entirely success-

ful. Please arrange to send him two gunboats to-night or at latest

to-morrow night.

The general would prefer a different signal, if agreeable to you.

Instead of firing three guns, as proposed, he suggests that they drop
down quiethr without firing a gun, and show three lights on one chim-
ney, in perpendicular line, first a red light, second a white light, and
third a red light. The boats may be able to pass all the batteries

without being observed. On arrival here a special messenger will be

dispatched immediately to notify you, so that no guns need be fired

unless the boats get into danger and the commanders are obliged to

destroy them; in that case gims might be fired to give notice to you
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General Pope will give notice to his forces in charge of batteries

to observe the signal proposed in this letter and the one originally

ordered, so that you may decide which to use. In either case the ves-

sels will not be fired into.

Please answer by bearer immediately, informing me what you

can do.

Yours, very trulv,
Thomas A. Scott.

P. S.—There are no gunboats at Island No. 10 except the Grampue,

which carries two 12-pounders.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Flotilla.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Department of the Missotjrt,

St. Louis, April 5, 1862.

I shall want a gunboat at Cairo ready to go up the Tennessee in

the early part of next week. War Department has authorized the

purchase of two steamers at this place to be fitted up as rams and
gunboats. I shall intrust the whole matter to Captain Porter till

you otherwise direct. Everything in relation to these boats will be

subject to your orders. Is it not possible, by lashing bales of wet hay
or cotton on exposed sides of gunboats, to get one or two through in

the night to the assistance of General Pope ?

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Flag-Officer Foote.

Report of Commander Walke, IT. S. Navy, commanding IT. S. S. Carondelet, re-

garding safe arrival at Kew Uadrid.

U. S. Gunboat Carondelet,
New Madrid, April 5, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to report my arrival here last night about
1 a. m., all well. On our way down all of the rebel batteries and a
large number of infantry opened fire upon us, which was continued
until we were out of range. Providentially no damage was done to
the vessel or the officers and crew, who conducted themselves with
admirable courage and fidelity. The terrible storm which prevailed
at the time rendered it impossible to make any reliable observation.

Most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, JJ. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

[Telegram.)

New Madrid, [April] 5, 1862.

I am delighted to announce the arrival of Carondelet all safe at 1
o'clock this morning without being struck once by the enemy. Send
another gunboat to-night. It is all-important for the safety of
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General Pope's army and the capture of the island. With all their
transports, the additional boat being here mav save the lives of
many soldiers. If the enemy contest the crossing, get boat ready.
I write you fully by your messenger, giving reason why we believe
here that [it] is perfectly safe to run down about 2 o'clock to-night.
No gunboats at the island to give trouble. Please send a special
messenger by steamboat this evening and let us know by telegraph
what we may expect. It would be well to send another messenger
by the Bissel Channel in canoe.

* Thomas A. Scott.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Commanding Flotilla.

[Telegram.J

FixAGSHip Benton,
Off Island No. 10, April 5.

(Received 6th.)

The Carondelet passed through last night without injury, without
having been struck by a single shot. All well on board of her.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Ojficer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

KepoTt of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding: recent operations.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Off Island No. 10, April 5, 1802.

Sir : I have the honor to enclose several letters and papers refer-

ring to our action here within the last three or four days.

By spiking the rebel guns in one fort and compelling the floating
battery to cut adrift from her moorings on the following day from our
effective fire upon her, these have enabled the Carondelet, Commander
Walke, to run, as I hope, successfully the blockade and join Gen-
eral Pope at New Madrid, who has been urging me to send him one or
two gunboats to cover his troops while he lands in force to attack

them in front. While the Carondelet was running the blockade last

night in the midst of a hea\'y thunderstorm, the batteries opened
upon her with forty-seven guns; still, as the preconcerted signal

with that vessel of firing minute guns was made, as far as the ^eavy
thunder would enable us to hear, I trust that she is now safely at

New Madrid.
I have the honor to be, your obediefnt servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Offlcer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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[Telegram.]

New Madrid, Mo., Ayril 5, 1862.

I arrived here at noon yesterday. Found General Pope's command
all ready for movement as soon as batteries and transports could be

got ready. Last night Captain "Walke, with gunboat Carondelet,

ran the gantlet at Island No. 10. Was fired upon from all their

batteries but was not struck once. Her arrival will enable General

Pope to carry out his plans promptly. You will hear from here

within three days. I remain with this army and will report fre-

quently.
Thomas A. Scott,

Assistant Secretary of War.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

letter from Flag-Officer Foote, IT. S. Navy, to Itajor-General Halleck, V. S. Army,
regarding the hazarding another gunboat for New Hadrid.

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Of Island No. 10, April 6, 1862.

General: I enclose several papers in relation to our operations

here. I have written Commodore Porter that in consideration of my
having authority to modify the Eastport, now preparing for a gun-

boat at Mound City, into a ram, and the two boats you refer to as

being built also for that purpose, he had better not attempt to fit out

the stefimer Choctaw at St. Louis, as he proposes, into a ram, but to

confine himself to fitting out and getting the Essex ready to join us

as soon as possible. If, under your authority, you wish Commodore
Porter to fit out the Choctaw, he will of course do it under your di-

rections. I have no authority to act in the matter except what may
be authorized and directed by you.
As you will perceive by the accompanying papers, there is so much

hazard in running the blockade with our badly protected gunboats,
and the rebels being so much on the alert, I consider it injudicious
to hazard another boat in attempting to reach New Madrid.

I am not yet informed of the condition of the Carondelet.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Major-General H. W. Halleck,
Commanding Army of the West, St. Louis, Mo.

Eeport of Flag-Officer Foote, TJ. S. Navy, announcing the safe arrival of the
V. S. S. Ca-ondelet at New Kadrid, and transmitting correspondence with
Uajor-Oeneral Pope, TJ. S. Army, regt^ding the sending of a second vessel.

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Off Island No. 10, April 6, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to inform the Department that the gunboat
Carondelet ran the blockade on the night of 4th instant under a
heavy fire of forty-seven guns and reached New Madrid safely with-
out even receiving a shot.

Captain "Walke, his officers and crew, merit the consideration of
the Government for their gallantry, coolness, and general conduct
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on this occasion. I would especially call the attention of the Depart-
ment to Acting First Master Hoel, of the Cincinnati, who so credit-
ably volunteered his services to go in the Carondelet, and did go in
her, although he was attached to the gunboat Cincinnati.

I enclose a correspondence, or a copy of it, between Major-General
Pope at New Madrid and myself m relation to another gunboat
attempting to run the blockade for his relief or assistance.
The rebels are very strongly fortified here and seem determined

to do all in their power to maintain their position. I trust, how-
ever, when General Pope crosses with his army and moves upon
their rear, that we shall be able, by an attack in front, to carry the
place.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTB,
Flag-Ojficer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

n [BncloBures.]

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Oif Island No. 10, April 4, 186£.

General: The gunboat Carondelet, Commander Walke, left her
anchorage this evening at 10 o'clock in a heavy thunderstorm for
the purpose of running the fire of the batteries on Island No. 10 and
those lining the Tennessee shore, to join your forces at New Madrid.
By a previous concerted signal of three minute guns, twice fired at

intervals of five minutes, which have since been heard, as far as the
heavy thunder would enable us to ascertain, leads me to hope that the
blockade has been run successfully, although the batteries opened on
her with forty-seven guns while passing.

I am, therefore, exceedingly anxious to hear the fate of the noble

officers and men who so readily were disposed to attempt the hazard-
ous service, that I beg you will immediately inform me by bearer

if Commander Walke has arrived with his vessel and the condition

in which you find her and her officers and men.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Major-General John Pope,
Commanding Army at New Madrid, Mo.

Headquarters District of the Mississippi,

New Madrid, April 5, 1862.

Sir : Your note of yesterday has just been received. Captain Walke
arrived safely with the Carondelet, not a shot having touched her.

Officers and men are in good condition for service.

I requested Colonel Scott, Assistant Secretary of War, to write to

you yesterday in relation to sending another one of the gunboats,

and with profound respect I venture to urge you still further on the

subject. I have not a doubt but that one of them could run the bat-

teries to-night without any serious injury. Notwithstanding their
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inferior character, the enemy's gunboats pass and repass our bat-

teries in the night without injury.
,

My best artillerists, officers of the Regular Army of many years

service, state positively that it is impossible in the night to fire with

any kind of certainty the large guns (32-pounders) of our batteries,

especially at a moving object. The guns fired at the Carondelet

passed 200 feet above her.

I am thus urgent, sir, because the lives of thousands ot men and the

success of our operations hang upon your decision. With the two

boats all is safe ; with one, it is uncertain. The lives of the men com-

posing this army are in my keeping, and I do not feel justified in

omitting any steps to fortify this movement against any accident

which might occasion disaster not to be repaired.

Certainly, the risk to a gunboat running down in the night is not

nearly so great and involves no such consequences as the risk to

10,000 men crossing a great river in the face of the enemy.

You will excuse me, I am sure, if I seem urgent. A sense of duty

impels me to present the facts to you as forcibly as possible.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, *

Jno. Pope,
Major-General, Commanding.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Mississippi Flotilla.

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Off Island No. 10, April 6, 1862.

General: Your letter of this day's date,-announcing the safe ar-

rival of the Carondelet at New Madrid, was received at 8 o'clock this

evening; the telegram of Assistant Secretary Scott reached me a

few minutes later.

Colonel Bissell, who has charge of the steamers and barges now
in the slough en route to. New Madrid, has requested that two tugs,

even, might be sent to you, which would, with arrangements he could
make, enable you to transpqrt your forces to the opposite side of the
river, in case it was deemed inexpedient to send a gunboat for that
purpose. You, yourself, in a late letter, apply for a gunboat, " our
smallest gunboat," even, for that purpose. I could last night, had
you made a point of having two gunboats, sent them with compara-
tive safety, as the night was dark, while the vivid lightning enabled
the pilots to keep the channel. Again, it is now, too late to obtain
the hay and other necessary articles for the protection of the gun-
boats to-night; to say nothing of the clear atmosphere rendering a
boat as visible or as good an object to sight as in the daytime. For
these reasons, I can not, neither does a single navy officer, and I pre-
sume not a pilot in the squadron, consider that a gunboat could run
the blockade to-night without an almost certainty of being sunk in

the attempt, especially if the guns were served with any degree of
skill or ability whatever.

I am sorry to find the expression in your letter, that " the success
of our operations hangs upon your (my) decision," especially refer-
ring to my directing a gunboat to attempt running the blockade in

this clear night; for, in my judgment, and that of all the other offi-
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cers, the boat might as well expect to succeed in running it in the day-
time. I can not consider the running of your blockade, where the
river is nearly a mile wide and only exposed to a few light guns, at
all comparable to running it here, where a boat has not only to pass
seven batteries, but has to be kept " head on " to a battery of eleven
heavy guns at the head of Island No. 10, and to pass within 300 yards
of thirty strong fortifications. If it did not sink the gunboat, we
would, in the Navy, consider the gunners totally unfit for employ-
ment in the service, and therefore my responsibility for the lives of
the officers and men under my charge induces me to decline a re-
quest which would, especially without protection to the boat, were
the rebels at all competent to perform their duty, result in the sacri-
fice of the boat, her officers and men, which sacrifice I should not
be justified in making—certainly now, when, by your own admission,
it will be easy for the new rebel steamers reported to be on their
way up the river to pass your batteries in the night, and if they
meet my squadron reduced by loss, so as to be unable to cope with
them, can continue up the Mississippi or Ohio to St. Louis or to
Cincinnati.
In view, however, of rendering you all the aid you request and no

doubt require, while I regret that you had not earlier expressed the
apprehension of the necessity of two gunboats instead of the smallest
gunboat, I will to-morrow endeavor to prepare another boat, and if

the night is such that will render her running the blockade without
serious disaster at all probable, I will make the attempt to send you
the additional boat requested in your letter of this day's date.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, Comdg.'Naval Forces, Western Waters.

'

Major-General Jno. Pope,
Commanding Army at New Madrid.

letter from Uajor-Qeneral Pope, TT. S. Army, to Commander Walke, V. S. Navy,
requesting the use of yawls for the engineering work.

Headqitarters District Mississippi,

Near New Madrid, April 5, 1862.

Captain : I will be much obliged to you if you will allow Captain
T. J. Dean, of the Engineers, to use your yawls to go up the bayou
for a few miles to-morrow morning at daylight.

I am, captain, your obedient servant,

John Pope,
Major-General, Com,m,an.ding.

Captain H. AValke,
Commanding Carondelet.

[Telegram.]

New Madrid (via Cairo), April 6, 1862.

General Pope is progressing well with his plans to execute the

most difficult movement of the campaign—^that of crossing the

Mississippi in the face of the enemy. He needs another gunboat,
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but we can not prevail on Commodore Foote to run the blockade.

It can be done with comparative safety any night, and might save

the lives of thousands of our soldiers. The risk of the boat is

trifling compared with that of Pope's army. Can you have it or-

dered oy the Secretary of the Navy to-day, and thus relieve the flag-

officer from a responsibility which he is not willing to assume ?

Thomas A. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Hon. ]p. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

[Telegrani.]

New Madrid, Ajml 6, 1862.

(Received 5 : 15 p. m.)

General Pope has just received letter from Commodore Foote. He
will send boat if night is dark. No order needed from Navy Depart-
ment.

Thos. a. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

New litADRiD, April 6, 1862.

The second gunboat did not try to run the batteries last night;
will probably be here to-night. 1 sent down the Carondelet with
some officers to reconnoiter the opposite shore closely between here
and Tiptonville. She unmasked five or six batteries along the shore,
I think largely in consequence of my plan of getting transports to
cross the river to take the enemy in rear having been published by the
newspaper reporters of the flotilla. The enemy has for two weeks
been kept advised of my plans and have lined the whole river bank
with guns. To-morrow will determine whether we can dislodge a
sufficient number to cross with any sort of security by the aid of gun-
boats, our floating battery, and our land batteries. The matter will
be settled. Of course there will be no such thing as crossing in frail
steamers in the face of heavy guns at all points of landing. I will
telegraph you further to-night. The gunboat has not yet returned
from below.

Jno. Pope,
Major-General.

Major-General Halleck.

letter from Uajor-Oeneral Pope, TT. S. Navy, to Commander Walke, V. S. Navy,
requesting cooperation In a reeonnoissance below New Madrid.

Headquarters District of the Mississippi,
New Madrid, April 6, 1862.

Captain: I desire to have an examination of the opposite shore
made for three or four miles below our battery of 32-pounders. I
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send General Granger and Colonel [J. L. Kirby] Smith for the pur-
pose. May I ask that you will carry them down the river for this

purpose ? I would like to have as close an examination- as you think
will be safe with your boat.

EespectfuUy, captain, your obedient servant,

John Pope,
Major-General, U. S. Army.

Captain H. Walke, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. Gunboat Carondelet.

Letter from Kajor-General Pope, IT. S. Army, to Commander Walke, XT. S. ITavy,
requesting protection for the troops in crossing the river.

New Madrid, April 6, 1862.

Captain : I am induced to believe by the reports of General
Granger and Colonel Smith that you will be able to silence or take
the upper batteries of the enemy on the opposite shore. I mean the
batteries immediately opposite our batteries of 32-pounders.
Commodore Foote sends another boat down to-night. I design

to attempt the crossing wih my force to-morrow, and I desire, if

it meet your views, that the two gunboats go down as soon as day
dawns and silence the batteries specified, and to hold on near the
shore until the troops disembark. As soon as you start I will have
the transports brought into the river and loaded with troops, which
will cross the river and land near you as soon as the batteries are
silenced.

You will doubtless have to move close in to them, head on, and
maintain your position, so as to cover the whole ground in the rear

of the landing.

Our batteries will be ordered to open as soon as day dawns, and
to keep up their fire vigorously until the object is accomplished.

I can cross 3,500 men at a time. If you can thus silence these

batteries in three hours or more, we have the rebels opposite in our
hands.

Respectfully, captain, your obedient servant,

Jno. Pope,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain Henrt Walke, TJ. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat Carondelet.

P. S-—Call on Colonel Bi.ssell, who is in the intrenchment near

you, and he will give you 32 and 64 pounder ammunition.

letter from Hajor-General Pope, IT. S. Army, to Commander Walke, IT. S. Navy,
requesting a sifrnal for the movement of the troops.

New Madrid, Afril 6, 1862.

Captain : As soon as you have succeeded in silencing the enemy's

batteries, please make a signal by lowering and raising your flag
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twice. As soon as this signal is made, the first division of this army
will commence to cross, landing on the upper side of your gunboats.

Respectfully, etc., your obedient servant,

Jno. Pope.
Major-General, U. S. Ai-my.

Captain Henry Wai.ke, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat Carondelet.

Report of Commander Walke, IT. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. Carondelet,
regarding the silencing of the batteries preparatory to movement of troops.

U. S. Gunboat Carondelet, April 7, 1862.

Sir : Agreeable to your instructions of the 6th instant, I proceeded
down the Mississippi at 6 : 30 this morning ; silenced and spiked all

the guns of the rebel batteries opposite your batteries. The lower
one made a desperate resistance. It consisted of two 64-pounder
howitzers and one 32-pounder gun; two were dismounted and the
other disabled by our shot. I then captured and spiked, temporarily,
two 64-pounder howitzers, about half a mile above—and a quarter of
a mile above these found a 64-pounder long gun spiked.

I brought a man on board, who reports himself to me as being a
spy, whom I send to you. The rebels had set fire to their house on
the shore opposite.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Henry Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Major-General John Pope,
Commanding U. S. Forces, New Madrid.

P. S.—The above should have been 64-pounder long gun, instead
of a 32-pounder, mounted on a navy gun carriage.
The last mentioned heCavy navy 64-pounder was mounted on a turn-

table in rear of the levee.

H. Walke.

letter from Commander Walke, IT. S. Havy, to Uajor-Oeneral Pope, TI. S. Army,
referring to the delayed arrival of the XT. S. S. Fittshnrg.

U. S. Gunboat Carondelet, April 7, 1862..

Sir: Your two letters of instruction are received, but I regret to in-
form you that I am apprehensive that the gunboat which Flag-
Officer Foote has sent on her way down here has been at least de-
tained on her attempt to get down. I will therefore be- obliged to
wait her arrival or perhaps render her assi§tance.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
,, . ^ , _ Commander, U. S. Navy.
Ma]or-General Pope,

Commanding Officer, New Madrid.

P. S.—After the Pittsburg had passed Island No. 10, she stopped
on her way to New Madrid three or four hours for fear of an acci-
dent, as her officers informed Captain Walke.

H. Walke.
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[Telegram.]

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Of Island No. 10, via Cairo, April 7, 1862.

This morning at 2 o'clock, in a heavy thunderstorm, the a:unboat
Pittsburg, Lieutenant Commanding Thompson, ran the Blockade
under fire of 73 gims, and has probably reached New Madrid, and
is now with the Uarondelet, Commodore Walke, as reports of heavy
guns are heard opening upon the rebel batteries on the opposite"
shore to destroy them, that General Vo^ with his army may land
on the Tennessee side, preparatory to moving to attack the rear of
the rebels at this place while we attack them in front.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, Gommanding.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters District of the Mississippi,
New Madrid, April 7, 1862.

I am happy to inform you that the Pittsburg has arrived un-
touched. I shall cross the river if possible to-day, and shall prob-
ably be prepared to assault the works near Island No. 10 by 2 p. m.
to-morrow. May I beg that you will have a careful watch kept for
us, that we may suffer no injury from your boats as we approach
the rear of the enemy's batteries? With the aid of the two boats
you have sent, and of the gallant officers who command them, I shall

be able to effect the passage of the river with the necessary force

and without increasing the tremendous hazard which must other-

wise have attended such an operation.

Be pleased, sir, to accept my hearty good wishes.

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

Jno. Pope,
Major-General, Commanding.

Flag-Officer Andrew H. Foote.

Letter from Uajor-General Pope, U. S. Army, to Commander Walke, TT. S. Navy,
requesting him to proceed with two gunboats to Tiptonville.

Headquarters District of the Mississippi,

In the Field, April 7, 1862.

Captain : General Pope requests that as soon as the next division

has crossed you proceed with the two gunboats to Tiptonville and
the landing below, and endeavor to intercept the retreat of the enemy.

You had best confer with General Palmer, commanding batteries 2

miles below Tiptonville.

I am, captain, respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. A. Morgan,
Major and Aid-de-Camp.

Captain H. Walke,
Commanding Gunboat Carondelet.
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[Telegram.]

Steamer Benton,
Of Island No. 10, April 7, 1862.

(Received 8th.)

Two officers have this instant boarded us from Island No. 10,

stating that by order of their commanding officer they are ordered

to surrender Island No. 10 to the commodore commanding the gun-

boats. As these officers know nothing of the batteries on the Tennes-

see shore, I have sent Captain Phelps to ascertain something definite

on the subject. I will telegraph when further information is re-

ceived. With General Pope now advancing from New Madrid in

strong force to attack in rear, I am, with the gim and mortar boats,

ready to attack in front, while General Buford here is ready to

cooperate witli the land forces; but it seems as if the place is to be

surrendered without further defense.

A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer, Comdg. Naval Forces, Western -Waters.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.

[Telegram.]

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Off Island No. 10, April 8, 1 a. m.

(Received 11:28 a. m.)

My telegram, three hours since, informed the Department that

Island No. 10 has surrendered to the gunboats. Captain Phelps has
this instant returned, after havin^ had an interview with the late

commandant. I have requested General Buford, commanding the
troops, to proceed immediately in company with two of the gunboats
and take possession of the island. The "batteries on the Tennessee
shore have been hastily evacuated, where we shall find, no doubt, in

the morning large quantities of munitions of war. I communicate im-
mediately with General Pope, who has, under cover of the two gun-
boats which gallantly ran the blockade in the thunderstorm, crossed
the river in force and was ready, as well as the gun and mortar
boats, and with General Buford and his troops, to have made a
simultaneous attack upon the rebels had they not so hastily evacuated
the Tennessee shore and surrendeded Island No. 10. A full report
will be made as soon as we can obtain possession of the land oat-
teries and I am able to communicate with General Pope.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary Navy.

Beport of Flag-Officer Foote, TJ. S. Navy, annoiiiicing the sarrender of Island
No. 10.

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Island No. 10, April 8, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that since I sent
the telegram last night announcing the surrender to me of Island No.
10, possession has been taken of both the island and the works upon
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the Tennessee shore by the gunboats and the troops under command
of General Buford. Seventeen officers, 368 privates, 100 of their
sick, and also 100 men employed in transports are in our hands, un-
conditional prisoners of war. I have caused a hasty examination to
be made of the forts, batteries, and munitions of war captured. There
are eleven earthworks, with 70 heavy cannon, varying in caliber from
32 to 100-pounders rifled. The magazines are well supplied with
powder, and there are large quantities of shot, shell, and other muni-
tions of war, and also 'great quantities of provisions. Four steamers
afloat have fallen into our hands, and two others, with the rebel gun-
boat Grampus, are sunk, but will be easily raised. The floating bat-

tery of 16 heavy guns, turned adrift by the rebels, is said to be lying
on the Missouri shore below New Madrid. Two wharf boats loaded
with provisions are also in our possession. The enemy upon the main-
land appears to have fled with great precipitation after dark last

night, leaving in many cases half prepared meals in the quarters, and
there seemed to have been no concert of action between the rebels

upon the island and those occupying the shore, but the latter fled,

leaving the former to their fate. These works, erected with the
highest engineering skill, are of great strength, and, with their

natural advantages, would have been impregnable if defended by
men fighting in a better cause. A combined attack of the naval and
land forces would have taken place this afternoon or to-morrow
morning, had not the rebels so hastily abandoned this stronghold.

To mature these plans of attack absolutely required the past twenty-
three days of preparation. General Pope is momentarily expected to

arrive with his army at this point, he having successfully crossed the

river yesterday under a heavy fire, which no doubt led to the hasty
abandonment of the works last night. I am unofficially informed
that the two gunboats which so gallantly ran the fire of the rebel

batteries a few nights since, yesterday attacked and. reduced a work
of the enemy oposite New Madrid, mounting eight heavy guns.

Enclosed is a copy of an order of General Mackall on assuming the

command of the rebel force on the 5th instant.

I regret that the painful condition of my foot, still requiring me
to use crutches, prevented me from making a personal examination
of the works. I was, therefore, compelled to delegate that duty to

liieutenant Commanding S. L. Phelps, of the flagship Benton.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

[Enclosure.]

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, April 5, 1862.

SoLDiEBs: We are strangers, commander and commanded, each to

the other.

Let me tell you who I am. I am a general made by Beauregard

;

a general selected by Beauregard and Bragg for this command when
they knew it was in peril.

N w B—^voL 22 46
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They have known me for twenty years. Together we have stood
on the fields of Mexico. Give them your confidence now. Give it

to me when I have earned it.

Soldiers: The key of the Mississippi is intrusted to your courage,
to your discipline, to your patience. Exhibit the vigilance and cool-

ness of last night and hold it.

W. W. Mackall,
Brigadier-General. Commanding.

[Telegram.]

New MADKro, April 8, 1862.

Just returned from Tennessee. General Pope's movement has been
a glorious success. Captured the rebel general, and nearly all his

*forces are prisoners. They will number about 5,000. Over 100 pieces
of heavy artillery at Island No. 10, and along the river shore a
large amount of arms and property of every description. The rebels
sunk six steamers. Will endeavor to have five of them raised. If
transportation arrives to-morrow or next day we shall have Memphis
within ten days, and General Pope can cooperate with General
Grant at Corinth in wiping out secession. Captain Walke, of the
gunboat Cnrondelet, is entitled to great credit for his efficient co-
operation with General Pope to effect the crossing of the river.

Thomas A. Scott,
Assistant Secretary of War.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretaiy of War.

[Telegram.]

New Madhid, April 8, 1862.
I congratulate you and your command on your splendid achieve-

ment. It exceeds in boldness and brilliancy all other operations of
the war. It will be memorable in military history and will be
admired by future generations. You deserve well of your country.

H. W. H.ALLECK,

Major-General Pope.
Major-General.

Report of Flag-Officer Poote, TI. S. Wavy, referring to capture of Confederate
Navy sisals.

Flag-Steamer Benton,
Island No. 10, April 9, 1862.

^I^ 't?
^^^^ *^® honor to enclose a copy of a telegram of my report

to the Department of the surrender of Island No. 10.
I also send a copy of the rebel Navy's signals. Commander Kilty,

of the gunboat Mound City, captured the signal book, signals, and
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telegraphic dictionary. As we shall probably meet the rebel gun-
boats, I retain the signal book, which is almost a copy from ours.

I will soon send the drawings and plans of the celebrated floating
battery, which lies submer^d between here and New Madrid.

General Pope is now with me and reports that he has captured
6,000 prisoners, including three generals. He wishes to move an army
of 25,000 men down the river, but as time is important and I am
ready to move with the flotilla, I have asked him to send some
3,000 or 5,000 with us, by which I hope to move on Fort Pillow by
day after to-morrow. It is important that an early move should be
made on our part on Fort Pillow before the rebels recover from
their panic ; and then we are on to Memphis.

. Will the Department show the plans of the floating battery to Mr.
Lenthall?

I write in the greatest haste, and trust that this incoherent report
will be excused.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

A. H. FooTB,
Flag-officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

I also send general or special orders found at No. 10.

A. H. F.

Keport of Flag-Officer Poote, U. S. Navy, referring again to oaptnred Confederate
Navy sigrnals.

U. S. Flagship Benton,
Island No. 10, April 10, 1862.

Sir: In sending a copy yesterday of the C. S. Navy signals I
omitted to mention that our naval forces on the coast having a copy
of those signals can, by using our signal book and telegraphic dic-

tionary, read any signal the enemy's vessels may make, as the numbers
in the rebel signal Dook are the same as those in ours, except that

many have been omitted, probably, as not likely to be necessary in

the limited operations anticipated for their vessels.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. Foote,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. G.

With the copy of signals I have sent you, all our naval vessels will

be able to read the signals of the enemy with certainty, and I believe

also the telegraphic dictionary is the same as ours, but as we have no
dictionary I can not report with certainty as to the latter.

A. H. F.
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[Telegram.]

Navy Department, April 9, 1862..

Sir : A nation's thanks are due you and the brave officers and men
of the flotilla on the Mississippi whose labors and gallantry at Island

No. 10, which surrendered to you yesterday, have been watched with
intense interest. Your triumph is not the less appreciated because it

was protracted and finally bloodless.

To that Being who has protected you through so many perils and
carried you onward to successive victories, be praise for His coii-

tinued goodness to our country, and especially for this last great
success of our arms. Let the con^atulations to yourself and your
command be also extended to the officers and soldiers who cooperated
with you.

Gideon Welmb,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Gunboats Western Waters.

Keport of Uajor-Oeneral Pope, IT. S. Army, refening to the gallantry of Com-
mander Walke, TT. S. Navy, commanding TT. S. S. Carondelet.

New Madrid, Mo., April 9, 1862.

The canal across the peninsula opposite Island No. 10, and for the
idea of which I am indebted to General Schuyler Hamilton, was com-
pleted by Colonel Bissell's engineer regiment, and four steamers
brought through on the night of the 6th. The heavy batteries I had
thrown up below Tiptonville completely commanded the lowest point
of the high ground on the Tennessee shore, entirely cutting off the
enemy's retreat by water. His retreat by land has never been possible
through the swamps.
On the night of the 4th Captain Walke, of the Navy, ran the

enemy's batteries at Island No. 10 with the gunboat Carondelet and
reported to me here. On the night of the 6th the gunboat Pittsburg
also ran the blockade.
Our transports were brought into the river from the bayou, where

they had been kept concealed, at daylight on the 7th, and Paine's
division loaded. The canal has been a prodigiously laborious work.
It was 12 miles long, 6 miles of which were through heavy timber,
which had to be sawed off by hand 4 feet under water. The enemy
has lined the opposite shore with batteries, extending from Island
No. 10 to Tiptonville—Meriweather's I..andmg—to prevent the pas-
sage of the river by this army. I directed Captain "Walke to run
down with the two gunboats at daylight on the 7th to the point
selected for crossing and silence the enemy's batteries near it. He
performed the service gallantly, and I here bear testimony to the
thorough and brilliant manner in which the officer discharged his
difficult duties with me, and to the hearty and earnest zeal with
which, at all hazards, he cooperated with me.
As soon as he signaled me, the boats containing Paine's division

moved out and commenced to cross the river. The passage of this
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wide, furious river by our large force was one of the most magnifi-

cent spectacles I ever witnessed. By 12 o'clock that night (the 7th)

all the forces designed to cross the river were over, without delay or

accident. As we commenced to cross, the enemy began to evacuate
Island No. 10 and his pontoons along the shore. The divisions were
pushed forward to Tiptonville as fast as they landed, Paine's lead-

ing. The enemy was driven before him, and although they made
several attempts to form line of battle and make a stand, Paine did
not once deploy his column. The enemy wa^ pushed all night vigor-

ously, imtil at 4 a. m. he was driven back upon the swamp and forced

to surrender.
Three generals, 7 colonels, 7 regiments, several battalions of infan-

try, 5 companies of artillery, over 100 heavy siege guns, 24 pieces of

field artillery, an immense quantity of ammunition and supplies, and
several thousand stand of small arms, a great number of tents,

horses, wagons, etc., have fallen into our hands.

Before abandoning Island No. 10 the enemy sunk the gunboat
Gram-pus and six of his transports. These last I am raismg and
expect to have ready for service in a few days. The famous float-'

ing battery was scuttled and turned adrift with all her guns aboard.

She was captured and run agroimd in shoal water by our forces at

New Madrid.

Major-General Hai^leck.

Jno. Pope.
Major-General.

Keport of Commander Kilty, IT. S. Kavy, re^nestlner Imtruotlons retrardlngr the
oaptnred steamer Bed Bover.

Gt7nboat Mound City, March 9 [April P] , 1862.

Sir: I presume Captain Phelps has informed you of the circum-

stances under which I took possession of the steamer Red Rover.

My engineers and mechanics have been at work on her since

yesterday morning, and she will, in a few hours, be in a condition to

go to Cairo. One of our shells had passed through all her decks

and bottom. Having stopped the leak and pumped her out, she

can now, by some repairing, be rendered a serviceable boat.

Together with the signal books transmitted to you, I found a mass

of papers and letters on board of her, but none of importance. The
accompanying package contains the most interesting of the lot.

I shall be happy to receive instructions in regard to the disposal

of the steamer Red Rover., as I fear, should I leave her, that some

of the prowling rebels mi^ht burn her.

I am, very respectftJly, your obedient servant,

A. H. KiLTT,
Commander.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Naval Forces, WestSm Waters.
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Beport of Flag-Offioer Poote, TT. S. Navy, transmitting report regardinsr the

operations of the gunboats Carondelet and Pittsburg near New Uadrld.

IT. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Island No. 10, April 11, 1862.

SiK : I have the honor to enclose a report from Commander Walke,
of the gunboat Carondelet, detailing the services rendered by him
and the Pittshurg, Lieutenant Commanding Thompson, in the vicin-

ity of New Madrid, from which it will be seen that the boats opened
upon and effectually silenced and captured several heavy batteries on
the Tennessee side of the river on the 6th and 7th instant, and with-

out which destruction it would have been impossible for General
Pope to have crossed the river for the purpose of attacking the rebels

in rear at No. 10 while the gun and mortar boats would make the

attack in front.

There has been an effective and harmonious cooperation between
the land and naval forces, which has, under Providence, led to the
glorious result of the fall of this stronghold, No. 10, with its garri-

son and munitions of war, and I regret to see in the dispatches of
Major-General Halleck, from St. Louis, that no reference is made to

the capture of forts and continuous shelling of gun and mortar boats,

and the Navy's receiving the surrender of No. 10, when, in reality, it

should be recorded as an historical fact that both services equally
contributed to the victory, the bloodless victory—more creditable to
humanity than if thousands had been slain. I also- enclose reports
from Lieutenants Commanding Gwin and Shirk, of the gunboats
Tyler and Lexington, in the Tennessee, giving a graphic account of
that great battle and the assistance rendered our army by those boats
near Pittsburg, stating that when the left wing of our army was
being driven into the river, at short range they opened fire upon
them, silencing the enemy, and, as I hear from many army officers
on the field, totally demoralizing his forces and driving them from
their position in a perfect rout in the space of ten minutes.

These officers and men, as well as those of Commander Walke, and
the officers and men of the Carondelet and Pittsburg, behaved with a
degree of gallantry highly creditable to them and the Navy.

I proceed to-day with the entire flotilla to New Madrid, and hope
to leave to-morrow for Fort Pillow, or the next point down the river
which may attempt to resist the raising of the blockade.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. FooTE,

Vt ^ „ Flag-Oiflcer.
Hon. Gideon Weixes,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]

TJ. S. GtJNBOAT Carondelet,
0-ff Tiptonville, Tenn., April 8, 1862.

Sir: In accordance with the instructions of General Pope I re-
ceived on board General Granger and staff on the morning of the 6th
instant, and proceeded down the Mississippi Eiver opposite to this
place, making an extensive reconnoissance. On our way down we
exchanged a few shots with some of the enemy's batteries on the



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTEBN WATEBS. 727

Tennessee shore, and on our way back we attacked one or two siege
guns, 24-pounders, which had engaged us, and we disabled and
spiked these guns without receiving any injury. The remainder of
the enemy's batteries fired upon us on the way to New Madrid as
long as we were within range.
After my return to New Madrid General Pope informed me of

your intention to send another gunboat and requested that I should
go down the river and destroy the remaining rebel batteries above
Point Pleasant. At dawn the following morning, and after a given
signal, he would land his armv and attack that of the enemy at or
near Island No. 10. The Pittsburg did not arrive until 5 a. m. But
as the transports (one at least) were underway with our troops on
board going down I got underway at 6:30 (having ordered Com-
mander Thompson verbally and by signal to follow my motions)
and proceeded down to the enemy's lower and heaviest battery, con-
sisting of one 64-pounder gun and two 64-pounder siege howitzers.
We opened a constant, deliberate, and well-directed fire upon it for
about three-fourths of an hour, feebly assisted by our own batteries on
shore, when the enemy slackened his fire. A shot passed through
our fourth cutter and starboard quarter, cutting away the sheave of
our wheel rope, striking our stern gun, and bounding over our stern.

About this time the Pittsburg commenced firing at long range as she
came down. As soon as our steering gear was repaired I gradually
closed on the enemy, firing a shot now and then (the Pittsburg, at a
distance astern, throwing shell in a dangerous position across our
bows) until the fort was deserted by the enemy. I spiked and dis-

abled the guns of this fort, and I then proceeded up 300 yards farther
and found a 64-pounder siege howitzer dismounted. Three hun-
dred yards farther I spiked another 64-pounder siege howitzer, and
400 yards farther we found a fine 64-pounder gun on a pivot, spiked
and being deserted by the enemy, who set fire to a private residence
there, and upon whom we fired as they ran off. A large quantity of
ammunition was left by them at each fort. I then made the required
signal, crossed over to our army, received further instructions from
General Pope, and covered their disembarkation on the Tennessee
shore at the captured fort above Point Pleasant. At evening we
steamed down to our camp opposite the enemy's" fort at this place,

headed the gunboats for the enemy's battery, until early this morn-
ing, when we got underway and crossed over to Tiptonville, the

enemy having disappeared. The officers and crews of this vessel

during the trials and dangers of their battles conducted themselves

with admirable coolness and ability, to do justice to many of whom
will require a more special letter.

Most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

H. Walke,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters.
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Seneral order conveying thronsh the Secretary of the Navy the thanks of the

nation.

General Orders, ) U. S. Flag-Steameb Benton,
No. 7. f

Island No. 10, AprU 11, 1862.

It is with the highest gratification that the commander in chief

promulgates to the oflScers and men under his command, comprising

the gun and mortar boats, ordnance boats, tugs, transports, and

others, as well as to General Buford and officers and soldiers of the

army who have so eflFectively cooperated in the reduction of Island

No. 10, the following telegram received from the Secretary of the

Navy; and he trusts that the future will be crowned with the same
success to our arms as the past has been; and may we all, in letter

and spirit, as suggested by the honorable Secretary, render our hearty

thanks to God for His goodness in giving us the victory.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oificer.

[Telegram.]

Navy Department, Washington, April 10, 1862.

Sir: A nation's thanks are due to you and the brave officers and
men of the flotilla on the Mississippi whose labor and gallantry at

Island No. 10, which surrendered to you yesterday, have been watched
with intense interest. Your triumph is not the less appreciated
because it was protracted and finally bloodless.

To that Being who has protected you through so many perils

and carried you onward to successive victories be praise for His
continued goodness to our country, and especially for this last great
success of our arms. Let the congratulations to yourself and your
command be also extended to the officers and soldiers who cooperated
with you.

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Commanding Gunboat Flotilla.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-Offlcer 7oote, M. S. Havy, com-
mending the officers and men of the IT. S. steamers Carondelet and Plttshnrg.

Navy Department, April 12, 1862.

Sir : The Department desires you to convey to Commander Henry
Walke and the officers and men of the Carondelet, also to Acting
First Master Hoel, of the Cincinnati, who volunteered for the occa-
sion, its thanlts for the gallant and successful service rendered in
running the Carondelet past the rebel batteries on the night of the
4th instant. It was a daring and heroic act, well executed, and de-
serving of special recognition. Commendation is also to be extended
to the officers and crew of the Pittsburg, who, in like manner, on the
night of the 7th instant, performed a similar service. These fearless
acts dismayed the enemy, enabled the army under General Pope to
cross the Mississippi, and eventuated in the surrender to yourself of
Island No, 10, and finally to the capture by General Pope, of the forts
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on the Tennessee shore and the retreating rebels under General
Mackall. I would also in this connection render the acknowledg-
ments which are justly due the officers and crews of the several boats
who, in conjunction with a detachment of the Forty-seventh Illinois

Regiment, under Colonel Roberts, captured the first rebel battery and
spiked the guns on Island No. 10 on the night of the 1st instant.

Such services are duly appreciated by the Department, which ex-
tends its thanks to all who participated in the achievement.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,
Commanding Gunboat Flotilla^ Cairo^ III.

[Endorsement.]

Forwarded, with the order that this paper, which the commander
in chief is most happy in transmitting to the brave and gallant

officers and men to whom it refers, shall be publicly read on board
the Carondelet and Pittsburg, and afterwards to be retained by Com-
mander Walke, who commanded with so much ability and gallantry,

assisted by First Master Hoel of the gunboat Cincinnati, below New
Madrid, which enabled the army to cross the Mississippi at that

point, and to secure, with the aid of the flotilla above, the possession

of Island No. 10, and the adjacent batteries on Tennessee shore.

A. H. FooTE,

Flag-Officer, Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Flagship Benton,
Off Fort Pillow, April 22, 1862.

Order of the Secretary of the Wavy to Tlag-OiBcer Foote, U. S. Navy, to fnmlgh
the full name of Acting: Tlrst Master Hoel for promotion.

Navy Department, April 15, 1862.

Sir : Be pleased to inform the Department the full name of Master
Hoel, who volunteered on board the Carondelet on her recent passage

of the rebel batteries at Island No. 10.

The Department desires to appoint him an acting lieutenant in

the U. S. Navy as a reward for his gallantry.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Commanding Naval Forces, Cairo, III.
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General order.

General Orders, )

No. 17. [ Headquarters Dept. of the Mississippi,

Camp Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., April 19, 1862.

The following general order of the governor and commander in

chief of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has been officially re-

ceived and is published to the military and naval forces in this

department

:

Genebai, Obdebs, 1 Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
No. 6. J Headquarters, Boston, April 10, 1862.

In honor of the most signal victories won by the soldiers of the Union In the
department commanded by Major-General Halleck, under the more immediate
leadership of Major-Generals Pope, Grant, and Buell, and by the sailors and
marines commanded by Flag-Offlcer A. H. Foote, and as an honorable expres-
sion of the grateful joy with which the splendid results of the heroic valor,

energy, and good conduct of the commanders, their officers and men, is received
by their brethren and fellow-citizens of Massachusetts, it is ordered by the
governor and commander in chief of the militia of Massachusetts that a salute
of one hundred guns be flred on Boston Common, to-morrow, the 11th day of
April, current, at noon.
Not even the cannon's voice can loudly enough proclaim the debt which our

country, human liberty, and civilization itself, owe to these noble men of the
West, who have met the august teri^prs of the rebellion and rolled its waves
back upon their depths. The heart of every son of Massachusetts leaps to
salute them and do them homage.
Major-General [Samuel] Andrews, commanding first division. Is charged with

the execution of this order.

By command of his Excellency John A. Andrew, governor and commander in
chief

:

Wm. SCHOtTLEB,
Adjutant-Oeneral.

By command of Major-General Halleck:
N. H. McLean,

^
Assistant Adjutant-General.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-O^cer.

Letter from Commander Porter, TJ. S. Navy, to Flag-Offlcer Foote, V. S. Navy, criti-
cising the report of Uajor-Qeneral Pope, U. S. Army.

Private.]

St. Louis, Mo., May 12, 1862.
Dear Sir: I herewith enclose the published report of General

Pope relating to the capture of Island No. 10.
In several instances the phraseology of the letter appears to cast

severe censure on your conduct at that place, and had caused here,
in my hearing, many animadversions on your character as a good
naval officer. He remarks, as you will see, that he applied to you
for a gunboat and was refused on the " ground of impracticability ;

"
that the island could have been taken much sooner if you would have
given the aid he required. He infers that you had shelled the
batteries for seven days without any effect. He says on the 17th of
March he suggested to you by letter that you should run the block-
ade and enable him ta cross

;
you refused him, etc.

He also says the flotilla had kept up its fire on the batteries of the
enemy without making any progress, etc.
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I have been much mortified by the many insinuations and remarks
made to me about this letter, and I hope you will take this as it is

meant, in good part.

I feel great mortification in having thrown in my teeth daily that
the gunboats were useless at Island No. 10. To be sure, I was not
there, yet I belong to the fleet, and any imputations on the chief re-
flect as well on me.

I sincerely hope you will compel General Pope to make some ex-
planation which may do away with the implied imputations he has
made on yourself

j
as well as others, by implying that the fleet was

useless and the chief of it afraid to do his duty, etc.

I hope your foot- is better and the magic oil benefited it.

My health is improving.
Yours, sincerely.

Porter.
Captain Foote.

Detailed report of Kajor-General Pope, IT. S. Army, regarding the operations.

Headquarters Armt op the Mississippi,
Camp Five Miles from Oorinth, Miss., May 2, 1962.

General: I have the honor to submit the following report of
the operations which resulted in the capture of Island No. 10 and
the batteries on the main .shore, together with the whole of the land
forces of the enemy in that vicinity. * *

As soon as daylight unmasked our lowest battery, the enemy saw
at once that we must either be dislodged or all reliable communica-
tion with his forces would be cut off. Five gunboats, therefore, at
once advanced against the battery, which consisted of two 24-pounder
siege guns and two lO-poQnder Parrotts, manned by a detachment
of the First United States Infantry, under Lieutenant Bates, and
supported by General Palmer's division, encamped 1^ miles in
rear. Rifle pits for 600 sharpshooters were dug on the flanks of
the battery, close to the river bank, and were constantly occupied.
The gunboats ran up to within 300 yards, and a furious cannonade
was kept up for an nour and a half, when they were repulsed with
the loss of one gunboat sunk, several badly damaged, and many
men shot down at their guns by our sharpshooters from the rifle

pits. Our loss was 1 man killed. From that time no attempt was
made against the battery, and all communication from below with
the forces near Island No. 10 cut off. One of the gunboats would
occasionally, during a dark night, steal up close along the opposite
shore to Tiptonville, but always at such great risk that it was seldom
undertaken. Neither supplies nor men could be taken up or carried

off in this way.
Such was the condition of affairs on the 16th of March. The

object for which the land forces had been moved upon New Madrid
was accomplished in the capture of that place and the blockade of

the river to any supplies and reinforcements for the enemy at and
around Island No. 10.

Meantime the flotilla had been firing at long range both from the

gun and mortar boats at the batteries of the enemy on, and opposite,

the island, for seven s.onsecutive days without any apparent effect,
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and without any advance whatever toward their reduction. This

result was, doubtless, due to defective construction of the boats.****** *

On the 17th March I suggested to Commodore Foote, by letter,

that he should run the enemy's batteries with one of his gunboats,

and thus enable me to cross the river with my command, assuring him
that by this means I could throw into the rear of the enemy men
enough to deal with any force he might have. This request the com-
modore declined on the ground of impracticability. Colonel Bissell

having reported a road impracticable, out that a route could be found
for a channel sufficient for small steamers, I immediately directed

him to commence the canal with his whole regiment, and to call on
Colonel Buford, commanding the land forces temporarily with
the flotilla, which had been placed under my conunand, for any
assistance in men or material necessary for the work. Supplies of

such articles as were needed and four steamers of light draft were
sent for, to Cairo, and the work begun. It was my purpose to

make the canal deep enough for the gunboats, but it was not found
practicable to do so within any reasonable period. The work per-

formed by Colonel Bissell and his regiment of engineers was beyond
measure difficult, and its completion was delayed much beyond my
expectations. The canal is 12 miles long, 6 miles of which are

through very heavy timber. An avenue 50 feet wide was made
through it by sawing off trees of large size 4J feet under water.
For nineteen days the work was prosecuted with untiring energy
and determination, under exposures and privations very unusual
even in the history of warfare. It was completed on the 4th of
April, and will long remain a monument of enterprise and skill.

During all this period the flotilla had kept up its fire upon the
batteries of the enemy, but without making any progress toward
their reduction. It had by this time become very apparent that the
capture of Island No. 10 could not be made unless the land forces
could be thrown across the river and their works carried by the rear

;

but during this long delay, the enemy, anticipating such a movement,
had erected batteries along the shore from Island No. 10 entirely
around to Tiptonville at every point where troops could be landed.

There seemed little hope of any assistance from the gunboats.
I therefore had several heavy coal barges brought into the upper end
of the canal, which during the progress of the work were made into
floating batteries. * *

On the 4th Commodore Foote allowed one of the gunboats to run
the batteries at Island No. 10, and Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, who
had volunteered (as appears from the commodore's order to him),
came through that night with the gunboat Garondelet. Althou^
many shots were fired at him as he passed the batteries, his boat was
not once struck. He informed me of his arrival early on the 5th.
On the morning of the 6th I sent General Granger, Colonel

J- L. Kirby Smith, of the Forty-third Ohio, and Captain L. H.
Marshall, of my staff, to make a reconnoissance of the river below,
and requested Captain Walke to take them on board the Carondelet
and run down the river, to ascertain precisely the character of the
banks and the position and number of the enemy's batteries. The
whole day was spent in this reconnoissance, the Carondelet steaming
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down the river in the midst of a heavy fire from the enemy's bat-
teries along the shore. The whole bank for 15 miles was lined with
heavy guns at intervals, in no case exceeding 1 mile. Intrench-
ments for infantry were also thrown up along the shore between the
batteries. On his return up the river Captain Walke sUenced the
enemy's batteries opposite Point Pleasant, and a small infantry force,
imder Captain L. H. Marshall, landed and spiked the guns.
On the night of the 6th, at my urgent request, Commodore Foote

ordered the rittshurg also to run down to New Madrid. She arrived
at dayUght, having, like the Carondelet, come through untouched.
I directed Captain "Walke to proceed down the river at daylight on
the 7th with two gimboats, and if possible silence the batteries near
Watson's Landing, the point whicli had been selected to land the
troops, and at the same time I brought the four steamers into the
river and embarked Paine's division, which consisted of the Tenth,
Sixteenth, Twenty-second, and Fifty-first Illinois regiments, with
Houghtaling's battery of artillery.*****
A heavy storm commenced on the night of the 6th, and continued

with short intermission for several days. The morning of the 7th
was very dark, and the rain fell heavily until midday. As soon as
it was fairly light our heavy batteries on the land opened their
fire vigorously upon the batteries of the enemy, and the two gim-
boats ran down the river and joined in the action.

I can not speak too highly of the conduct of Captain Walke during
the whole of these operations. Prompt, gallant, and cheerful, he
performed the hazardous service assigned him with signal skill and
success. About 12 o'clock m. he signaled me that the catteries near
our place of landing were silenced, and the steamers containing
Paine's division moved out from the landing and began to cross the
river, preceded by the gunboats.
The whole force designed to cross had been drawn up along the

river bank, and saluted tne passing steamers with cheers of exultation.

As soon as we began to cross the riA'er the enemy commenced to
evacuate his position alon^ the bank and the batteries along the
Tennessee shore opposite Island No. 10. His whole force was in
motion toward Tiptonville, with the exception of the few artiller-

ists on the island, who, in the haste of retreat, had been abandoned.
As Paine's division was passing opposite the point I occupied on

the shore, one of my spies, who nad crossed on the gunboats from
• the silenced battery, informed me of this hurried retreat of the enemy.
I signaled General Paine to stop his boats, and sent him the informa-
tion, with orders to land as rapidly as possible on the opposite shore
and push forward to Tiptonville, to which point the enemy's forces

were tending from every direction. I sent no force to occupy the de-

serted batteries opposite Island No. 10, as it was my first purpose to

capture the whole army of the enemy.
At 8 or 9 o'clock that night (the 7th) the small force abandoned

on the island, finding themselves deserted, and fearing an attack

in the rear from our land forces, which they knew had crossed the

river in the morning, sent a message to Commodore Foote, surren-

dering to him. The divisions were pushed forward to Tiptonville as

fast as they were landed, Paine leading. The enemy attempted to
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make a stand several times near that place, but Paine did not once
deploy his columns. By midnight all our forces were across the

river and pushing forward rapidly to Tiptonvillc.*******
Our success was complete and overwhelming, and it

,
gives me

profound satisfaction to report that it was accomplished without
loss of life.

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant.

Jno. Pope,
Major-General, Commanding.

Major General H. W. Halleck,
Commanding Department of the Mississippi, St. Louis, Mo.

Letter from Colonel Blssell, IT. S. Engineers, to Eon. B. P. Wade, in criticism of
the delayed capture of Island No. 10.

Headqttarteks Engineer Regiment of the West,
Near Corinth, Miss., May H., 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to represent that in the late operations
that resulted in the capture of Island No. 10, I had occasion, as the
senior engineer ofiBcer of the Army, serving under Major-General
Pope, to cross over twice above that island from New Madrid to
the gunboat flotilla, at that time commanded by Flag-Officer Foote,
and to attend two councils held on board the flagship Benton and
called by Commodore Foote. This was before the canal was com-
menced across the isthmus, and while means were under advisement
whereby General Pope could be ferried across the river below Island
No. 10, so as to attack that work from" the rear.
At each of these councils I strongly urged that one of the gun-

boats might be allowed to run the batteries, and by her help General
Pope would be able to capture the island in a single day.
Captain Phelps, at the time commanding the Benton, strongly

seconded my efforts to induce Commodore Foote to send a boatj
and requested to be allowed to command it. When Commodore
Foote objected on account of the danger to the remaining boats,
should the one that started be captured. Captain Phelps feelingly
replied that if he were intrusted with a boat it should not fall into
the enemy's hands; he would go through prepared to blow her up,
and would destroy her rather than that she should be used against
us. About three weeks afterwards. Commodore Foote sent two boats
through, protected as advised by Captain Phelps at our council, and
they passed unharmed.
Had Captain Phelps been allowed to try, as he requested, the

island would have been taken' nearly four weeks sooner. Fort
Pillow at that time had no guns and the opening of the river would
have been very easy.

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,

J. W. BiSSELIi,

TT -r. X, -rx^
Colonel, Engineer Regiment.

Hon. B. F. W.'U)E.
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letter from the President to Flag-Offlcer Foote, V. S. Navy, transmitting a Joint
resolution of Congress tendering thanks.

Navy Department, August 1, 1862.

Sir : I have the pleasure to transmit herewith a certified copy of
a joint resolution of Congress, approved July 16, 1862, tendering its
thanks to you for your eminent services and gallantry at Fort
Henry, Fort Donelson, and Island No. 1(J, while in command of the
naval forces of the United States.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Abraham Lincoln.

Rear-Admiral Andrew H. Foote, TJ. S. Navy,
New Haven, Connecticut.

[Enclosure.]

Joint resolution tendering the thanks of Congress to Captain Andrew H. Foote,
of the United States 'Navy.

Resolved iy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the thanks of Con-
gress be, and the same are hereby, tendered to Captain Andrew H.
Foote, of the United States Navy, for his eminent services and gal-
lantry at Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, and Island No. 10, while in
command of the naval forces of the United States.

And he it further resolved. That the President of the United States
be, and he is hereby, requested to transmit a certified copy of the
foregoing resolution to Captain Foote.
Approved, July 16, 1862.

Appointment from the Secretary of the Navy to John T. Tohnston, XT. S. Navy,
as Acting Volnnteer lieutenant, for grallantry in action.

N.\VY Department,
August 1, 1862.

Sir: You are hereby appointed an acting volunteer lieutenant in

the Navy of the United States, on temporary service, for gallantry
displayed by you in command of the boat expedition at Island No. 10.

After having executed the enclosed oath and returned it to the De-
partment, with your letter of acceptance, you will report to Flag-
Officer Davis for such duty as he may assign you in the flotilla under
his command.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Actg. Vol. Lieut. John V. Johnston, U. S. Navy,
U. 8. Gunboat St. Louis, Western Flotilla.

[The record in Office of Secretary of the Navy presents this letter

in substance but not in form.]
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Crew of V. S. S. Carondclat, Karch, 18«3.

Seamen.—B.. Anderson, James Thompson, W. H. Underbill, J. G.

Van Ness, Henry Smith, Amos Dutch, O. Wilson, Amasa Perry,-

James Johnson, James Flaherty, James Furman, A. Connelly,

Thomas Tows, Ed. Green, W. Walker, Alexander Gross, George

McCan, James Gorman, John Mtillipn, W. Rizer, Thomas B. Burns.

Ordinary seamen.—James McBride, John Ford, Rich. Mahoney,

John Diamond, Asa C. Mason, Jerry Weldi, John Johnson, W. B.

Rooney, J. ElweU, Charles Baker, F. Stemmeyer, James Carey,

Mich. Reily, James Hanson, Anthony Bark.

Landsmen.—Owen Canty, Dennis Reilly, Patrick O'Brien, John

Owens, John Murphy, James Francis, Thomas Hallahan.

list of the old (or part) crew on board IT. S. S. Caronddet, Karch 14, 1862.

Amos Dutch, James Tunnan (hospital; dead), James Gorman,

John McBride, James D. Thompson, John Cochran, John Flaherty

(hospital), Edward Green (unfit for duty), Mathew Arthur (dis-

abled), Thomas R. Davis (hospital), Rich. Mahoney (hospital),

Alex. Gile (hospital), John Owen (hospital), John Connelly (hos-

pital), James Hanson (hospital), Wilham B. Rooney (hospital),

James ElweU, Charles Baker, James Roberts, Alex. P. Bowen, Dennis

Reily, Patrick O'Brien, John Murphy, James Trunier, Thomas Gra-

ham, John Taylor, John O'Conner, William English (deserted"),

William Underbill, Charles Wilson, 1st, Charles Wilson, 2d, James
Johnson (deserted), Arthur Blackburn (^deserted), Thomas Toley,

James Carey, John Diamond, Henry Smith, 1st, Henry Smith, 2d
(hospital), William Sherman, Walter Swift (hospital), F. Stem-
meyer, Owen Canty, George Medium, Charles. Bums (deserted),

Patrick Laughlin, James McCann, Thomas Cleave, Thomas HoUa-
han, Henry Price (unfit for duty), Peter Templeton (hospital), A.
W. Bowers, Mich. Reily, H. H. Rhodes (armorer), James "VSTialen,

Hugh McDonald, J. W. Plant, Charles Schram, Mich. Haskey, John
Kenny, Henry Anderson (discharged on account of wounds), John
Ford, Amasa Perry, William Waflcer, Anthony Burke, John John-
son, David Mason, Jerry Walsh, H. W. Holden (unfit for duty),
John Piper (discharged), Joseph Vance, George Faulkner, Manrid
Phillips, James Gibson (promoted) , Stephen Bangs, Fosters Johnson
(deserted), Reynolds Craigs, Alex. Gross, Isaac Delaney, Esau Witt
(deserted), P. H. Delaney (unfit for duty), Alfred Snyder. 74 men.

List of soldiers transferred to V. S. S. Corondelet.

Sergeant H. I. Fisher.
Corporals L. D. Noyes, William Montgomery, S. Reily, J. Danfield,

J. O'Hara, P. H. Blanchard, E. Crampton, S. B. Shaw, James
Sheppard.

Privates G. A. Davis, J. Patterson, J. Regals, J. Dimnscallo, Elias
Lockwood, Charles Wyman, W. J. Cropps, George Fisher, Mich.
McDonald, M. Lyons, R. Lally, G. Wittmough, P. Dakin, L. Oakley,
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C. Duly, H. McGuire, Charles Wiggins, F. Jenter, E. Murray, S.
Vibra, Charles Smith, M. Devoe, C. H. Whiting, F. Nolan, R. Weils,
A. W. Lucas [?], Charles Copley, J. McDermot, D. G. Henderson,
Thomas Jordpn, J. Flynn, P. Golding, H. Rooley, J. McFaster, J.

Rice, Deb. Bromwell, Charles Walsh, Aug. Welstine, G. Bonfield, M.
Fleury, John Sullivan, Charles McClan, E. Miller, M. Stowe, W.
Foster, T. L. Newborn, T. Steele, J. Morrison, C. H. Squires. 60
men.

March 16, 1862.

[Telegram.]

Jackson, Tenn., March 12, 1862.

General Lovell wishes services of Manassas, ram, at mouth of river.

Can you not send it without prejudice to our defenses?

Thanks for efficient [aid] before New Madrid.
G. T. Beauregard.

Flag-Officer Hollins,
New Madrid, [il/o.J, {via Union City, Tenn.)

[Telegram.]

Madrid Bend, March 13, 1862—^ p. m.

Colonel: Commodore Hollins says that he can not dispense with

the Manassas. Let General Lovell know it. Batteries were planted

last night and opened at daylight against the lower fort. Dr. W. S.

Bell, medical division, both legs shot off. One man killed and one

wounded when I left, as far as I know.
I think the object is to cut regular approaches.

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General.

Colonel Thomas Jordan,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

Madrid Bend, March 13, 1862—11:30 p. m.

General: I this moment arrived from New Madrid. The enemy

reinforced and rapidly pushing their advance against our works.

They have 8-inch and 24-pounders. Our gunboats are not sufficiently

protected for such heavy metal. Upon consultation with Com-

modore Hollins and General Stewart, I gave the order to evacuate

the place. My boat (MohawJe) was hit in going to Fort Thompson.

The enemy's batteries are not below Tiptonville. As soon as New
Madrid is evacuated, the commodore (Hollins) will drop down to

Tiptonville and keep the river open below. As soon as I have my
forces disposed to prevent the enemy crossing from New Madrid I

will try and send part of my reinforcements back. I have already

N w R—VOL 22 47
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organized the citizens into a police force. A large body of troops

arrived to-day, supposed to be commanded by Sigel.

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General.

General Polk.

Keport of Flag-Officer Holllns, C. S. Navy, regarding the position of his command.

Flagship McRae,
Tiptonville, Term., March 15, 1862.

General: I deem it proper to communicate with you direct as

regards the position of my command in this vicinity. My force con-

sists of six gunboats; two of them are ironed over their engines,

which protects them from small arms and light artillery, but afford-

ing little protecton against heavy guns ; all the others are very vul-

nerable. I feel that the preservation of these boats is of the last im-

portance to our country, and am therefore unwilling to risk their loss

or being crippled by the gims of the land forces of the enemy except

in the last extremity.

If the gimboats should pass [Island] No. 10 I will do the best I can

to stop them. In that case I will of course run the risk of loss or cap-

ture to keep them back. Nearly all the guns at New Madrid were
left behind (as you will have heard from the general commanding)
when that place was evacuated. Though they were spiked, still my
impression is that they could be rendered useful in twenty-four hours
if not less time. Of this you will be a better judge than myself. I
think if the gunboats do not or can not pass [Island] No. 10, I will

fall back below the lowest point that the enemy can fortify below this

place, should they attempt it, if we are unable to prevent it. Our
gunboats can and have driven the enemy from the banks of the river,

but as soon as they cease their fire they return and fire into the trans-

ports as they come up and down. This they did at Point Pleasant
and may continue to do down some miles below this place, when they
will be stopped by the nature of the country.
The Manassas has been ordered back to New Orleans, as vou re-

quested, though from some injunr received from a " snag " I fear she
will be detained some days in Memphis to repair.

I am not overburdened with ammunition in any of the gunboats, as
you iilay suppose, and do not wish to throw it away without some re-

turn from the enemy for it. My crews are all short. I have been
kindly furnished by General McCown with some from his command

I merely state these to let you see the difficulties under which I am
working. Any suggestions from you will meet with all attention,
and my cooperation will be hearty and to the extent of my ability.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. N. HOLLINS,
Flag-Officer, Comdg. Naval Forces on the Mississippi.

General G. T. Beauregard,
Commanding Confederate Armies on the Mississippi,
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[Telegram.]

Madrid Bend, March 16, 1862—9 p. m.
(Received 17th.)

The mortar boats have been shelling us all day. They opened
some guns. No person hurt. I have just returned from Tiptonville,
and will endeavor to carry out your orders without friend or foe
knowing it.

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General.

Major-General Polk.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 17, 1862—6 p. m.

Three gimboats lashed together dropped down to range of Battery
No. 1. Opened heavy fire upon it—mortar boats [three] and other
gunboats at long range. The battery has returned the fire splendidly.
Lieutenant Clark and 2 men killed'; 10 wounded. Captain Rucker,
Colonel Steedman, General Trudeau have behaved gallantly, as well
as all the men. Don't know what damage done them. Yet firing.

J. P. McCowN,
Major-General, Commanding.

Colonel Pickett.

Oeneral order of Major-General UcCown, 0. S. Army.

General Orders,! Headquarters Heavy Artillert,
No. 15. i Madrid Bend, March 17, 1862.

The major-general commanding tenders his thanks to General
Trudeau, Colonel Steedman, and Captain Rucker, and all the officers

and men who to-day served in Battery No. 1. Our country will

cherish the memory of the noble dead.

Bv command of Major-General J. P. McCown, commanding:
G. T. Smoote,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Special order of Brigradler-Oeneral Trudeau, G. S. Army.

Special Orders,! Headquarters Heavy Artillery,
No. 69. J

Madrid Bend, March 19, 1862.

The brigadier-general commanding artillery returns his thanks
to Colonel Steedman, First Alabama Regiment ; Captain Rucker,
officers and men of Battery No. 1 ; to Captain Barney Hughes, Lieu-

tenant Lane, of the artillery staff; Lieutenant [W. H.l Noland,
Lieutenant [R. H.] Howell, Lieutenant [Marshall A.] Caruthers,

Sergeant McCann, Corporal Anderson, of the heavy artillery, and
their detachments, for gallant and meritorious conduct before the

enemy on the 17th and 18th instant.

Jas. Trudeau,
Brig. Gen., Commanding Artillery, First Div. West. Dept.

To be read to the companies.
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General order of Brigadier-Qeneral Trudeau, C. S. Army.

General Oedees,i Headquarters,
No. 16. / Madrid Bend, March 19,' 1862.

The brigadier-general commanding the artillery returns his thanks

to his command for their gallant services at this post and their heroic

deportment before the enemy. The artillery has well deserved the

praise of the country.
J. Trudeatj,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Artillery, C. S. Army.
Per B. Hughes,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

General order of Brigadier-General Tmdeau, C. S. Army.

General Orders.I Headquarters Heavy Artillery,
No. 73. J

Madrid Bend, March 19,.1862.

The general commanding the artillery returns his thanks to Lieu-

tenant T. J. Finnic, Sergeant Nessler, Private Hotter, and detachment

of Captain Robert Sterling's company, for their gallant and meri-

torious conduct before the enemy in defending Battery No. 1.

Jas. Trudeau,
Brig. Gen., Commanding Artillery, First Div. West. Deft.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 20, [1862]—S: 15 p. m.

Firing not so brisk to-day. Has ceased. I am almost entirely

satisfied the enemy has received infantry reinforcements from above.

Our gunboats are of no service to us ; they are 6 miles below Tipton-
ville, with the transports and wharf boats. The provisions for this

garrison are with them, but there are some to be obtained in this

bend. I would like to have some more ammunition for rifled

cannon. No means of communicating with our gunboats by land or

water. The enemy are moving down continually below Point Pleasant.
I expect to hear of them at Gayoso next.

L. M. Walker,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Colonel Ed. Pickett, Jr.

P. S.—I suppose these telegrams go through from you. I would
like you to ascertain if possible if one of the enemy's gunboats sank
below Hickman. It is so reported. She left here crippled by
Rucker's battery. Said batterj' is much ifL water and river rising.

The relief wade waist deep to get to it.

Yours, etc.,

Walker.
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 21, 1863—6 a. m.

No firing last night. Gunboats in same position this morning. I
want the general to understand that, our gunboats having taken posi-
tion down the river not accessible to me, this bend is entirelj^ cut off,

and that I will defend it until the general orders otherwise. The
general will have to open the way. He must not expect any of the
command to be saved.

L. M. Walkek,
Brigadiej'- General, Commanding.

Colonel Ed. Pickett, Jr.

Letter from John T. Trezevant to General Beanregard, C. S. Army, calling atten-
tion to the reported movements of the enemy.

Memphis, [Tenn.,J March 21, 1862.

I am conscious, my dear sir, that matters of greater moment hourly
press upon you than anything about which I may trouble you, but
your kind answer to my previous letter induces ine to invoke your
attention once more. This morning I telegraphed you that Lieu-
tenant Fister, of one of the gunboats, had just arrived here, having
been sent down by Commodore HoUins for ammunition for his fleet.

He called at this office (ordnance) to confer with the ordnance officer,

Colonel Hunt. He is now at Columbus, Miss., and I am acting for
him. I had nothing here for Commodore Hollins, and in talking
with Lieutenant Fister he told me that there was not ammunition
enough in the whole fleet for a fight of three hours. He also says that
the enemy now has a battery 8 or 10 miles below Tiptonville, and that

communication with Tiptonville is effectually cut off by it. This
isolates our army on Island [No.] 10 from all help, and as the river

now overflows all the land below Tiptonville as far as Keelfoot Lake,
there is no retreat for our forces on Island [No.] 10 in case they are

attacked by overwhelming forces. Can they thus attack us? I fear

from all the rumors current that they design throwing a large force

on the Tennessee shore from New Madrid, landing as far above Tip-
tonville as they can so as to elude our gunboats, and then moving on
our rear while their gunboats attack us in front. If our gunboats

fet out of ammunition, as they must in a few more fights or harmless
ombardments, this crossing the river on rafts or launches can easily

be effected, and our men and guns all lost.*******
Most respectfully,

John T. Trezevant.

General Beauregard.

P. S.—Colonel Hunt is absent. Many ordnance stores are here and
many caissons, etc. On the 12th you ordered him to send them off

as fast as possible. I can not get transportation for them unless you
will give special orders to Mississippi and Tennessee Railroad to

place a train at my disposal daily till I get all away. Shot and shell



742 NAVAli FOKCES ON WESTEBN WATERS.

and other things are being manufactured here, and they must be sent

off too, but the same diflaculty exists. Will you please give the order

and let me know ?

[Endorsement.]

Colonel Jordan will please see Major Hunt about the requisition

for a train for ordnance stores contained in the P. S. to this rather

long dissertation.
/-, m t>
Or. 1. ii.

[Telegram.]

Headquakters,
Madrid Bend, March 23, 1862.

General : Firing has almost ceased this evening. Federal troops

are moving down the river [Mississippi] from New Madrid. Gun-

boats still go up to TiptonviUe in the night. A good deal of sick-

ness in the command. Steamers here are the Grampus, Mohawk,
Kanawha Valley, and Champion; small boat Red Rover with floating

battery; Ohio Belle, Simonds, Yazoo, De Soto, Mears, and Admiral.

The small boats used as watch boats, etc. ; the large ones as hospitals.

J. P. McCk)WN,

General G. T. Beauregard,
Jackson, Tenn.

Major- General.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 23, 1862—S p. m.

General: My effort to ascertain the condition of the enemy above
has resulted as follows, which I believe to great extent reliable, viz

:

Transports, 13 ; mortars, 12 ;
gunboats, 7 ; tugs, 5 ; 12 additional gun-

boats looked for ; 5,000 infantry on transports ; 120 men on each gun-
boat; 7 empty coal barges. On the morning of the 22d instant

10,000 infantry landed at Hickman. One of their gunboats towed
up beyond Hickman badly disabled. No danger I think on the side

of Reelfoot Lake. The river [Mississippi] and water in lake have
been rising for several days and still rising. Reported that the rivers

above are rising.

No change in the conduct of their gunboats to-day. Shelling at

intervals.

L. M. Walker,
Briyadier- General.

General Beaureo.\I!1).

Commandinfi Arm,i/ of the Mississippi.
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[Telegram.]

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 23, 186^.

General : I hope Van Dorn will act promptly. I am not despond-
ing yet. I know my position. One gunboat has sunk" on a bar just

beyond range. They are either trying to raise her or removing the
guns. Fire rafts can not be placed, as our batteries are under fire.

When we reply it is slowly, waiting till they are where we want
them.
Have sent to Pillow for 200 rifle shot.

J. P. McCowN,

General G. T. Beauregard.
Major- General, Comniandint/.

Report of Uajor-General McCown, C. S. Army, regarding his movements in

vicinity of New Uadrld, transmitting memorandum of batteries at Island
No. 10.

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 23, 1862.

Colonel : I first came here on the 25th ultimo, returned to Colum-
bus on the night of the 26th, and was back on the 27th. These dates

are from memory. My papers are with the fleet below Tiptonville.

On the 1st of March the enemy appeared on Madrid plain and
drove in our scouts. On the 2d March a skirmish occurred within
1 mile of New Madrid. New Madrid was evacuated on the night of

the 14th instant. The gunboats appeared above us on the 15th and
have been in range of us ever since.

The boats attacked Battery No. 1 on the 17th. We have been under
their fire ever since.

I left Island [No.] 10 at 10 o'clock at night after the repulse of the

gunboats on the 17th. I arrived at the fleet on my return from Fort
Pillow on the evening of the 20th, landed below Riddle's Point on
Tennessee shore, and made my way here on the 21st.

On my first arrival here five guns were mounted in Battery No. 1

and seven in Battery No. 5 on main shore. No guns were mounted
on the island. WTien I left for Fort Pillow four guns were mounted
on the main shore, protected by parapet of earth, and 19 guns on the

island [No. 10], also protected [by] parapets of earth. Batteries No.

1 and 5 were alone finished (earthworks). A redoubt is being about

finished to protect the batteries on main shore.

I send enclosed a report of Captain Gray, engineer. On my arrival

at Island [No.] 10, Colonel Kennedy reported to me less than 300

negroes, and tools not su£5cient to work them.

The redoubt was laid off and under construction when I left for

Pillow. The batteries were nearly complete.

Respectfully submitted.
J. P. McCowN,

Major-General, C'ommandiny.

Colonel Thomas Jordan,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Enclosure.]

Memorandum of butteries at Island No. fO, Madrid Bend, with guns mounted.

Engineer Office,
Island [ATo.] 10, March 21,, 1862.

ny TUB mainland.

Batteries. Number of guns. Caliber.

No. 1 (the Redan Battery)—.

No. 2

No. 3

No. 4 -.

No. o

Total

( 3, naval carriages
\ 3, barbette

4, high barbette carriages
3, high barbette carriages
4, high barbette carriages
7, barbette carriages (2 blgb, 6

medium).

24 guns.

3 8-loch columblads.
3 smoothbore 323.

3 rifle 32s. 1 smoothbore 32.

3 rifle 32a.

3 rifle 328. 1 S-lnch columblad.
1 rifle 32. 3 S-lnch columblads. 3
smoothbore 32s.

ON THE ISLAND.

Batteries.
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Oeneial order of Brigadler-Oeneral Trndeau, C. S. Army.

Headquarters Heavy ArtilleSy,
Madrid Bend, March 2^, 1862.

Captains of heavy artillery will send immediately a report to their
headquarters of number of guns, calibers and bore, kind of carriages
on which they are mounted, condition of guns and carriages; number
of cartridges, and character in battery and magazines; number of
rounds of shot, and kind to each gun in their batteries. Also a sep-
arate report of the number and caliber of guns that were in their
batteries at Colimibus. In compliance with an order from General
Beauregard.
By order of General Trudeau :

B. Hughes,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Eeport of Lieutenant Averett, C. S. Navy, commandlngr C. S. floating battery New
Orleans, regarding affairs in vicinity of Island No. 10.

Floating Battery New Orleans,
Island No. 10, March 25, 1862.

Sir : I am informed by Captain Huger that you desire to know my
idea of affairs at this place.

This is the eleventh day of the bombardment. I think the entire

results may be stated at 2 killed and 7 wounded on shore. I believe

we are stronger here to-day than when the enemy first appeared. The
enemy's gunboats and mortar boats have not been within the effective

range of the battery. I have fired one shot at a transport as an experi-

ment for the range of one of my rifle guns. She changed her berth

soon afterwards. On the evening of the 17th two fieldpieces fired

three shots at the battery from the opposite bank, but a few well-

directed shots drove them off and I have good reason to believe that

one of the field carriages was broken and 2 men killed. On the fol-

lowing evening two more pieces were discovered coming down toward
the same point, but they were driven off by the battery, before they

fired a shot. The battery has fired altogether twenty-nine shots and
shells. Some of these were fired to break up the enemy's signaling

from the shore to their boats and to disperse squads of them who
would occasionally show themselves together.

The officers and soldiers of Captain O'Hara's Pelican Guards and
of Captain Stubbs' company of the First Alabama Regiment have
conducted themselves in a manner to satisfy me that they are men of

determined gallantry and will make a fight worthy of the cause they

are serving. The latter company has been under the charge of Lieu-

tenant Stone and recently under that of Lieutenant Crockett. Cap-
tain Cooper's company from the Forty-sixth Tennessee Regiment
was serving with me up to the I7th, when they were ordered away.
This leaves me short of crews for two guns. I have repeatedly tried

to get men for them, and orders have been given for captains to

report their companies to me, but there seems to be the greatest objec-

tions to serving on board the battery, and I have for the present given
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up the hope of additional help from the army. Of the navy part of

xnj command I can hardly speak too well. The officers and crew
alike have evinced the best spirit and have done their duties well and
faithfully. Mr. Gift remained with me six days after the acceptance

of his resignation and by his vigilance and prompt execution of my
orders, gave me much assistance. Acting Master Guthrie has been
on leave till yesterday. Acting Master Erwin has unfortunately
been sick during this interesting time. There have been no casualties

on board the battery and the Red Rover. The battery has been
struck by fragments of shells and severely jarred by their explosions

under her and around her, but is unharmed. The Red Rover was cut

through all her decks to her bottom by a piece of shell, which caused
her to leak considerably, but not dangerously. She has not been our
quarters since the enemy appeared, but is safely moored on the oppo-
site side of the island. The quarters of the Pelican Guards were sunk
alongside by a shell day before yesterday. They are now quartered
on shore near the battery.

If you had not asked me my opinion of affairs generally at this

point I should not be bold enough to offer it. I give it to you now
as a matter of duty. There is every reason for us to expect a victory
if the enemy attack this place with his gunboats. I do not believe it

possible for him to run a part of his boats by in the night. Those
that I have seen are slow and hard to turn, and it is probable that he
would lose some of them if not all in the attempt. The post is alive
and will give him hot work when he comes down. At this stage of
the water this place is completely insulated, and unless a crossing is
effected between the island and Tiptonville the land force of the
enemy can not harm us if we do our duty.
At sunset to-day there were in sight three of the enemy's gunboats,

and to-day and yesterday he has kept up a slow, irregular fire from
two mortars. His position has remained about the same since the
16th. He is about 2j miles from the floating battery and a little less
distant from the uppermost battery (Rucker's). One gunboat, the
transports, and three mortar boats, which were with him during the
first days of the bombardment, have not been in sight since the 23d.

I shall try to inform you of any changes that may take place here.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. W. AVERETT,
^ Lieutenant, Commaridinq.
Flag-Officer Geo. N. Hollins,

Commanding Naval Forces, Mississippi River.

[Telegram. 1

Madrid Bend, March 29, 1862—12 o'clock.
It is said that the enemy are cutting a way from the foot of Island

L^?-] 8 to St. John's Bayou (said to be progressing rapidly) for
their boats. Bombardment slowly continues. One of our gunboats
came up to Tiptonville last night. Fired at seventeen times.

J. P. McCowN,
„ , , ^ Major-General, Gommandinq.
Colonel Thomas Jordan,

Corinth, Miss.
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Kemorandum of the condition of the defenses at Island No. 10 and Madrid Bend,
by Captain Oray, Engineer C. S. Army.

Engineeb's Office, March 29, 1862.

On the mainland, or left bank of the river, which is the Tennessee
shore, and ranging for 2 miles above the Island No. 10, are eight
earthworks. Twenty-six cannon are now mounted in these works,
as follows, viz

:

Battery No. 1, called the Bedan: This battery is the uppermost
work, and constructed for reasons given in letter of September 18,

1861. It was located, after a rapid reconnoissance of a few hours, on
August 15, the day on which the enemy's gunboats (two) passed down
the river to New Madrid.
At daylight, August 19, the work was commenced, and on the

morning of the 20th two guns placed in position, since when none of
the enemy have succeeded in descending the Mississippi below it. It

was laid off as a redan and subsequently connected with flanks and a

cremaillere line. This was not expected to be occupied in extreme
high water, but to produce certain effect for a certain period. It has
answered this purpose and is not now in condition to be occupied,

though it can be held as long as the other batteries last.

The long and unprecedented rise in the Mississippi has washed the
parapet nearly away. The ground upon which the work was put up
is firm and not a caving bank. The guns can not be used by the enemy
and will not be materially injured. They can be easily guarded at

night. Batteries Nos. 2 and 3 entirely command Battery No. 1. It

has 6 guns mounted in it on strong platforms—3 columbiads (8-inch)

,

and 3 smoothbore 32-pounders. One 32-pounder had one trunnion

knocked off by the enemy's shot on March 20.

Batteries Nos. 2 and 3 are, respectively, 2,000 and 2,17.5 yards off.

No. 2 has 3 rifled 32-pounders and 1 smoothbore 32-pounder. No. 3

has 3 rifled ' 32-pounders. There are earthworks thrown up above

overflow and are in good condition. The banks are near and caving,

but will last as long as expected at first. To place these batteries

farther back from the water would lessen the command of the channel.

If necessary other parapets can be thrown up in the rear and the

same platforms used without losing the effect of but one gun for a

.short time.

Battery No. 4 has three rifled 32-pounders and one 8-inch colum-

biad. It is 425 yards from Battery No. 3 ; is in good condition, with

some defect of caving bank, but in no danger of being inconvenienced

in some time.

Battery No. 5 has seven guns. Three are 8-inch columbiads, three

smoothbore 32-pounders, and one rifled 32-pounder. This battery was
built some months ago, and is 500 yards lower down the river from

No. 4. It is in good condition and has a second bank in front of it,

and is the most elevated above the water of all our batteries. The bank

is some 10 or 15 feet above the high-water mark. This work was put

up last fall.

Between Batteries Nos. 4 and 5 is a parapet prepared for three

guns, and another, 950 yards below No. 5, for three guns. No guns

are mounted, and it is not thought necessary at present to place any

there.
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In the rear of and to the left of Battery No. 4 is a square redoubt,

built 100 yards square. It has two 32-pounder smoothbore cannon

on center-pintle carriages now mounted and in a couple of days will

have two more up. These four guns cover the gorges of Batteries

Nos. 2 to 5, inclusive.
• , j

The above constitute the eight earthworks on the mainland at

Island No. 10, having twenty-six guns in position;

Batteries on the island: Belmont Battery, or No. 1, on the extreme

upper end of the island, has six guns; two of them are 8-inch colum-

biads, four of them smoothbore 32-pounders. This battery contained

the heavy 32-pounder rifled gun called " Belmont." At the third fire

at the enemy on March — it burst into fragments, but without injury

to anyone. One of the two columbiads now replaces it. This bat-

tery is in good condition.

Island Batteries Nos. 2 and 3 are, respectively, 100 and 375 yards

from No. 1. Battery No. 2 has four guns—three smoothbore and one

rifled 32-pounder. Battery No. 3 has five guns—two rifled 24-

pounder Dahlgren guns, one 8-inch columbiad, and two smoothbore
32-pounders. These batteries are in good condition.

Batteries Nos. 4 and 5 are where the four 24-pounder siege guns
and four 8-inch siege howitzers or mortars were placed. These can-

non are to-day in position at Tiptonville and along the western side

of Madrid Bend peninsula, for preventing the enemy's landing from
the opposite or Missouri side of the Mississippi. No guns have re-

placed the siege cannon on the island, but the naval floating battery

New Orleans^ carrying eight 8-inch columbiads and one 32-pounder
rifled gun, is located there, so as to command the north channel.

Several batteries are now ready—facing the batteries of the enemy
below New Madrid—and two heavy guns (8-inch columbiads and 32-

pounders) will be in position on each side of the peninsula to open
upon the enemy as well as to prevent the passing up or down of any
boat which may possibly force itself through the canal being cut into

[St.] John's Bayou.
I have located the batteries as near the end of the peninsula as the

overflow will admit of, say \\ miles from Fort Thompson, on the west
side, and about the same distance from the mouth of [St.] John's
Bayou, on the east side.

The canal being cut by the enemy is nearly opposite Island No. 8,

below the mouth of the [St.] James Bayou, and is probably one mile
long from the Mississippi into a small lake which connects with the
[St.] John's Bayou. Tugs and flatboats, or barges, may possibly get
through such a canal, provided the river remains up at its present
high stage. It is now on a stand aBd may fall. A very rapid fall of
the water through it might prevent the use of [St.] John's Bayou,
and may prove fatal to our defenses by leaving our right flank unpro-
tected.

It is not to be expected that the river can go down sufficient to en-

able the enemy to move with artillery through the bottoms in front
and to the right of the cremaillere line of the Redan battery ; but it

does subside very rapidly at times, and the utmost attention and vigi-

lance will be required to watch and repair our right-flank works and
build new ones. As lone as the water remains up we are secure in

this direction, and our chief attention should be given to the present
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left flank, which is below Island No. 10 and on the west side of the
peninsula.

A proper distribution of three or four thousand men, with the guns
and ammunition at hand, might enable Island No. 10 to hold itself

as it now is against the overwhelming force threatening it ; but it will
require every resource of mind, and the physical as well as mental
energies of every man now in this bend. AJny misjudgment or mis-
takes made now, such as have been witnessed from the planking of the
streets of Memphis to the sad errors of Columbus, in the last eight
months, will cost the Confederacy an irreparable injury.

If a gunboat were placed a mile below Tiptonville she would effec-

tually prevent any landing by the enemy if he should strike across
from Point Pleasant or Eiddle's Point. The only landing that could
be made by the enemy to effect anything below Point Pleasant must
be had in this distance of 4 miles.

Between Point Pleasant and Andy Riddle's (the lowest battery of
the enemy) a gimboat can lay without molestation from the enemy's
batteries, nor could they place a gun between Riddle's Point and their

battery at Andy Riddle's. The same may be said of the section be-

tween the enemy's battery at Doctor Martin's and his battery at Point
Pleasant. A gunboat could lay on our side entirely out of the reach
of the enemy's guns, and, by keeping up a little steam nights only,

could be ready to destroy any expedition attempted by the enemy
across the river from [St.] John's Bayou, at New Madrid, to their

lowest battery at Andy Riddle's and at the same time not be exposed
to any injurious fire.

If it became absolutely necessary, at any time these two gunboats
could pass the blockade in the night, as is proven they can do, though
at some little risk. The well-drilled and disciplined crews of these

boats, with their vigilance at night and shell guns ready at a mo-
ment's notice, would render our position at Island No. 10 (with a ju-

dicious distribution of our own troops and guns and watchfulness)

secure, I feel satisfied.

The placing of two of those gunboats, now below Riley's, at the po-

sitions I have indicated, I believe to be of vital importance, however
disagreeable it may be to their crews ; but inconvenience and risks all

of us must be subject to. Two full regiments could not be as effective

as two gunboats on the west side of the peninsula. As now located,

to be signalized to by the uncertain explosion of rockets, etc., and
move up in the dark, must prove abortive, if the enemy have the

slightest energy and strategy, which must be accorded to them.

A. B. Gray.

Letter from Flag-OiBcer Hollins, C. S. Navy, to Major-General Polk, C. S. Army,
responding to enquiry regarding the necessity of evacuating Vevr Uadrid.

Flagship McRae, March 30, 1862.

General: Your letter of the 27th instant, asking for information

as regards the necessity of evacuating New Madrid, has been received.

It was my opinion, from the manner in which the enemy progressed

in their work under the fire of the gunboats and Fort Thompson, that

in twenty-four hours more Fort Thompson would be cut off from
communication with the upper fort entirely, and that if a necessity
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arose for abandoning the works later it would be impossible to take

off the command at that point. I had been assured oy all who ap-

peared to know the character of the country that no heavy guns could
be brought to New Madrid; but found that they opened with
24-pounders, and they had an 8-inch shell; one shell of that caliber

was thrown into our works. I believed therefore that if the evac-

uation was to take place it should be done at once. Generals McCown
and Stewart were both present at this consultation. General Stewart
remarked that the artillerymen in the fort were worn out already,

and the only chance of relieving them was by taking men from
[Island] No. 10, and they would have to be sent there and the others
taken away under fire of the enemy, which, to any vessel that had
approached the fort during the day, had been more than dangerous.
The enemy was throwing up worts on the lower part of the fort, as

was proved by their opening fire the next morning from that side,

enfilading the entire camp and position, and it would have rendered
it impossible to send transports to the post at all. Their force was too
strong for the small force we had at Madrid in the works erected
there to hold out very long under any circumstances, particularly if

regular approaches were made, which, to my mind, evidently was their
intention. Our fire had not seemed to stop their progress, though
our shot and shell appeared to do great execution, as we could see
their ambulances going continually. Whenever their columns ap-
peared on the open field we could disperse them and drive them back;
but in their trenches I doubt if we were as successful ; at least we did
not appear to stop their works.
Under these circumstances I thought if our force was not strong

enough to stop their work intrenching, we had better evacuate. It
was my opinion, and so expressed to both generals; and that if it was
to be done, the sooner it was done the better, and that it ought to be
accomplished. What the facilities were for moving—I told General
McCown that three of the gunboats would give such assistance as
would be required. I ordered the Livingston, Commander Pinkney;
the gunboat Po^A;, Lieutenant Commanding Carter; and the Pontchar-
train, Lieutenant Commanding Dunnington, to that duty. The Pont-
chartrain was employed at the upper fort; the other two vessels at
Fort Thompson.

I was not myself on shore during the embarkation of the troops
nor the dismantling of the forts;-but will refer you for all this infor-
mation to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, to whom I enclosed
the reports of their movements on that night. I would be unwilling
to say what ought or could be done under the circumstances, not
having been present ; but I believe much more might have been saved
if stricter discipline had been maintained among the troops; but
from my own observation I doubt the possibility among volunteers
raised and officered as many of our regiments are.

I remain, general, your obedient servant,

Geo. N. Hollins,

Major-General Leonidas Polk, y ^ ^•

Corinth, Tenn. [MissJ]
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Order of Flagr-Offlcer HoUlns, V. S. Navy, to lieutenant Averett, U. S. Navy, com-
manding C. S. floating battery New Orleans, regarding engineers.

Flagship McRae, March SO, 1862.

Sir : By the first convenient opportunity you will cause all the en-
gineers attached to your command, but one, to proceed to this place
and report to me. You will also send down the doctor's steward, who
was ordered by Commander Whittle to report for duty to Lieutenant
Commanding Carter.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. N. Hollins,
Flag-Officer.

Lieutenant Commanding S. W. Averett,
Floating Battery New Orleans, Island No. JO, Tennessee.

[Telegram.]

Ten Miles Below Tiptonville,
On Mississippi River, March 31, 1862.

I reached here at 10 a. m. to-day. The river rising. I am forced
lo await transportation of Commodore Hollins.

Please say to General Beauregard I have seen the gunboats. They
are worthless for oiFense or defense. The guns are fine. Get them
placed at Fort Pillow—the officers and crew of the boats to man
them, if possible. Secure the guns at all events.

I would not give the price of the wood which the boats burn for

their present service.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. W. Mackall,
Brigadier-General.

Colonel Thomas Jordan,
Adjutant-General.

Beport of Hajor-Oeneral UcCown, C. S. Army, giving chronicle of events.

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 31, 1862.

Colonel : At midnight on the night of February 25 I was directed

by Major-General Polk to proceed to this point. » * *

The enemy appeared before New Madrid on the 1st instant, having

the day previous driven in our scouts, capturing from M. Jeff.

Thompson several of his small cannon.
It * It * * * *

March 4.—The enemy advanced with artillery and infantry, and
were promptly repulsed by the fire from Commander Hollins' fleet

of gunboats and our artillery.

March 5.—Picket skirmishing all day.

March 5.—The enemy planted a battery at Point Pleasant, and by
a white flag induced Captain Dannington (Pontchartrain) to go
near the shore, when she was fired into by musketry, killing anlS

wounding several. Picket skirmishing all day. * * *
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March 13.—The enemy planted some batteries during the night,

with rifle pits supporting the batteries. They opened fire upon our
transports, hitting all that approached Fort Thompson. The eneniy's

guns were 24-pounders and; one 8-inch gun. Commander HoUins,^

from his gunboats, and we, with our guns from the works, returned

the fire, repulsing one heavy advance upon the fort at the mouth of

the bayou.
By a careful examination of their works I became satisfied that

they were making regular approaches to cut off communication with
the lower fort (Fort Thompson). I was also convinced that our
gunboats could not stand against their land batteries, and that unless

the fleet dropped below Point Pleasant it would be cut off. Com-
mander Hollins and General Stewart concurring in this opinion, I
ordered the evacuation of New Madrid.

I directed General Stewart to take the immediate direction of the
evacuation of Fort Thompson, placing at his disposal the steamer
Louisville, a large wharf boat lying at the fort, and two gunboats;
and to General L. M. Walker that of the work at the mouth of the
bayou, placing at his disposal the steamer De Soto and one gunboat,
and I ordered the steamers Winchester and Ohio Belle to report to
General Walker. The captain of the Winchester did not obey the
order.*******
The gunboat fleet and transports dropped down to Tiptonville,

retaining only such as were necessary for water boats, transports, and
hospitals. The bad weather and exposure had increased our sick to
an alarming extent.*******
The principal object I had in holding New Madrid was to possess

a landmg for reinforcements to fight the enemy, should I receive
them.
March H.—Disposed my force so as to prevent a crossing of the

enemy.
March i5.—The Federal fleet, gunboats, mortar floats, and trans-

ports appeared and opened fire upon us. Our batteries did not reply.
March iff.—The Federal fleet advanced in line of battle and re-

mained at long range.
March i7.—This day the enemj lashed three of their ironclad boats

together and dropped down within range of Battery No. 1, and opened
fire upon it at 11 a. m. The remainder of the enemy's gunboats and
their mortar floats were placed in position and joined in the conflict.
Their fire was principally directed at Battery No. 1, under command
of Captain Rucker. The enemy's transports were near by loaded
with troops. Three guns of Captain Eucker's battery as would reach
the enemy returned the fire. The conflict was terribly severe and long
continued. The gallant Captain Rucker fired the last shot at 7 p m.

I wish here to express my gratitude to Commander G. N. Hollins,
flag-officer, commanding fleet, for his gallant and cordial cooperation.

Respectfully submitted.

J. P. McCowN,
^ , 1 „ - Major-General.
Colonel Thomas Jordan.
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Report of Captain. Ilucker, C. S. Army, commanding Battery No. 1, giving a
chronicle of events.

Camp Polk, Island No. 10, Mississippi River,
March 26, 1862.

General : In compliance with your order I submit the following
report of the occurrences at Battery No. 1 (the redan fort) during the
bombardment by the enemy since the 15th instant, while commanding
said battery

:

On the morning of Saturday, March 15, the Federal fleet appeared
in sight, coming down the Seven-Mile Eeach above the fort at 11 a. m.
The enemy's advance, consisting of several gun and mortar boats,

seemed to be examining for a position to commence an attack.

Shortly after, several shot and shell were fired at the battery and at
intervals during the day.
At 5 p. m. observing several tugs nearly in front of the battery

reconnoitering a slough just above the sand bar, and with transports
seeming to locate at this point two mortar boats, I opened fire upon
them, throwing several shells, some falling short and others ranging
beyond. The transports immediately moved away, when the gun-
boats and mortars replied to the fire.

At 9 p. m. Captain Cummins, of the Signal Corps, came up to my
battery to establish a signal station. He reported to me that a large
steamboat would be sunk in the slough during the night, which was
done by Captain Gray, of the Engineers, at about 2 o'clock Sunday
morning, thus effectually preventing the passage of the enemy
through that channel.

Sunday morning, the 16th, I observed, as soon as it was light, that

the enemy had in position four mortar boats, with which they kept
up a slow but constant fire on my battery.

About 9 o'clock this morning, as a signal was being made to head-
quarters, a small tugboat, bearing a flag of truce, came down to the

battery from the gTinboats. The officer, a captain in the Federal
Navy, without landing, inquired if we desired to communicate with
the fleet, as he had observed a white flag. I answered him, " No."
I would here state I had not noticed till then the signal flag to be a
white one. At this moment General Trudeau came up and said to

the officer it was a signal to headquarters, and that the flag should
be changed to one of another color. I did not fire to-day, though
the enemy kept up the bombardment from their gun and mortar
boats at intervals during the twenty-four hours.

On Monday morning, the 17th, the enemy having placed two gun-
boats alongside their four mortar boats on the IVfissouri side, were
observed to move closer to us and fix three large gunboats, appar-
ently lashed together, very near the Tennessee shore, and about 1

mile off, evidently, if possible, to enfilade the battery. They moved
down very slowly, keeping up an incessant fire from the rifled guns.

I was prepared to open m-e on them when a little nearer, but 1 re-

ceived orders from General Trudeau, at headquarters, through Col-

onel Steedman, to return the enemy's fire immediately.

The contest now became general from five gunboats and four mor-
tar boats. This was at 11 a. m., the 17th. Our batteries, from No. 1

to the island, inclusive, now engaged also in the defense. From their

N w B

—
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greater distance they ceased to fire after a while, when the enemy
turned their whole force on my little forts, pouring an incessant fire

from the mortars and broadsides from rifled cannon of the heaviest

caliber. This cannonading lasted until 7 o'clock in the evening,

when the enemy hauled oft, evidently having the appearance of be-

ing crippled.

During this engagement only three guns (8-inch columbiads) were

used by me. They were mounted on iron carriages, constructed at

New Orleans for the Navy, and were situated in the principal salient

angles of the fort. Three others, smoothbore 32s, which I did not

fire, make the complement of six guns in Battery No. 1.

At about 4 o'clock on the I7th I had the sad misfortune to lose my
second lieutenant (William M. Clark) while nobly standing to his

gun, which he had so skillfully served. Lieutenant Clark died im-

mediately, and the country and our cause has sustained a loss in the

death of so gallant an officer.

Seven of my men, including Sergeant Postlethwaite, were wounded,
but, fortunately, not severely. Tne result of our shot with the co-

lumbiads could not be told with precision; but the coolness of the

cannoneers and officers, the accuracy of aim, and excellence of the guns
must have had a telling effect on the enemy. The effect of the

enemy's fire on our little fort was very severe by the continuous dis-

charge of broadsides from so many guns of heavy caliber. The enemy
fired 42-pounder rifled cannon, 8 and 10 inch columbiads, with 13

and 15 inch shell from their mortars. The parapet, which was orig-

inally 24 feet thick, had been very much washed by the freshet in

the river now existing, the water being within 1 inch of the top of
the platform inside the fort. Many shot and shell fell immediately
in the rear of our guns, while others passed through the parapet,
plowing up the earth and destroying much of the work.
To the peculiarly well-located faces of the fort for preventing an

enfilading fire from the most favorable position which the enemy's
boats could take I attributed chiefly the loss of only one of my com-
mand. Had the fort been differently constructed at this point we
must certainly have met with far greater casualties. The redan con-
nects with the cremaillere line a part of a series of works planned by
Captain Gray, of the Engineer Corps, for the defense of the valley

—

of the Mississippi Valley—at Island No. 10.

Through the night of the I7th the enemy kept up the bombardment
from rifled guns and mortars. Since then they have not returned to
the close position then occupied by them on that day, although they
have kept up a continual fire with heavy shot and shell at a greater
distance, fortunately doing but little damage to us.

First Lieutenant J. E. Saunders and Orderly Sergeant George J.
Chapman, of my company, together with E. Jones and Samuel Jones,
of the Signal Corps, were engaged with me the whole day in the
defense ofthe redan, all of whom bore themselves with great coolness
and gallantry. Signal-Officer Jones, having the staff m his signal
flag shot away thrice during the engagement, seized the flag in his
hand without looking round to listen to exclamations, and continued
his important message to headquarters.
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Notwithstanding the bombardment has been continued by the en-
emy each day and night since the 17th instant, but very little return
fire has been made by us, from the fact of the long range at which
they have chosen their position. But to the officers who have relieved
me from day to day I respectfully refer for detailed reports.
To Colonel Steedman and all the above officers and men with me

under fire of the enemy on the 17th instant, I desire to express my
deep indebtedness for their services.

To the general commanding, to General Walker, and to General
Trudeau, chief of artillery, who have sustained me in the defense of
the redan, I desii'e to return my sincere thanks.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Edmiind W. Rucker,
Ca-pt. of Artillei-y, C. S. Antiy, Vomdrj. Battery No. 1.

Major-General John P. McCowx,
Commundiny.

[Telensram.l

Corinth, April 1, 1862.

Bombardment of Madrid Bend and Island No. 10 commenced on
15th instant [ultimo] ; continued constantly since, night and day.
Enemy has fired several thousand 13-inch and rifle shells. On the
17th a grand attack with gunboats lasted nine hours. The result

of bombardment to 28th instant is on our side: One man killed,

none seriously wounded, and no damage to batteries. Enemy had
one gunboat disabled and another reported sunk.

G. T. Beauregard.
General S. Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Secretary of War, transmitting:
report of Flagr-Officer HoUins, C. S. Navy, protesting against appropriation of
gnns by the Army.

Navy Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond., [Fa.,] April i, 186'2.

Sir : Enclosed herewith I hand you the report of Flag-Officer Hol-
lins, complaining that his guns were taken from him, and taken
without notice or explanation by officers of the Army. These guns
Avere sent for a gunboat at Memphis which was not ready to receive

them, but are required by other vessels at New Orleans, and if I am
correctly advised should be sent there at once, and I request that
orders be given to this effect.

The Louisiana., I learn, is ready for her guns; but even if she
should not be, the officers must have some time to practice their men
at them.
Captain HoUins feels indignant at the apparent disrespect thus

exhibited toward him; and it is evident that seizures thus made,
while they can do but little good, have a tendency to excite dissen-

sion between the Army and Navy. There were two 9,000-pound



756 NAVAli FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

rifled guns, two 6,500-pound banded rifled guns, and four 32-pound-

ers of 57 hundredweight, with their carriages, equipments, and pro-

jectiles complete.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. R. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.

Hon. George W. Randolph,
Secretary of War.

[Enclosure.]

Flagship McRae, March 21, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the eight guns sent by Mr.
Moore to me at Memphis for gunboats have been seized by the Army.
I sent Acting Master F. W. HoUins to that place with a steamer for

the purpose of taking them to New Orleans, where they were really

wanted. He had the guns on board of the steamer when she was
taken possession of by a Captain Adams, of the Army, saying he
was ordered to seize them by order of Generals Beauregard and
Lovell; that the latter wanted them for the Montgomery boats. I
would especially call the attention of the Department to this fact. I
should have supposed the various evacuations of the Army had furn-
ished Navy guns enough to the enemy, without taking those sent di-

rect to my command tor, perhaps, the same purpose. The telegraph
being in their hands, Master Hollins was refused for some time the
use of it to send me a telegram of what was going on. Upon the re-

ceipt I dispatched the Ivy, Lieutenant Commanding Bradford, to
take them forward to New Orleans; also a dispatch to you to know
if I was to give them up upon the order of this or that army offi-

cer, and I would request as a favor that the Department will let

me know what my position is here ; for, as it stands now, I have the
mortification of seeing my orders countermanded by inferiors and
my officers threatened with imprisonment for attempting to carry
them out. Ammunition, of which I am seriously in want, has been
stopped on the railroad between Memphis and New Orleans. I have
not an hour's ammunition, and have had a boat waiting in Memphis
several days for it, but can hear nothing of her and suppose she has
been also stopped by the Army.

If I am to be subject to the orders of any and every officer of the
Army, whatever his grade, who may temporarily be in command of
any little post, my usefulness here will be of little avail in serving
my country. All I ask is to be able to do so effectually. I shaU
occupy any position his Excellency the President may assign me for
that purpose, trusting that he will not in so doing degrade me in my
official position among mj brother officers of the Navy, which I do
think will be the case if this flagrant violation of military etiquette in
taking possession of guns subject to my orders without informing me
personally of its having been done, is considered right or proper.
Every day we see officers of junior grades, both of the old Army and
the volunteers, promoted, and brigadier-generals made of men who
are juniors in rank and service to the lieutenants commanding in my
squadron. The succoring and keeping of our army as long as they
did remain at New Madrid was due to the small force under my com-
mand, and without these gunboats they would never have left that
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place, and this is not only my opinion, but that of the two generals

commanding that army, and yet no word of encouragement is given
,to officers or crews. I will do General McCown the justice to say that

in all official intercourse with him I have yet to find an instance in

which he has not treated me with courtesy and attention and paid the.

respect due my position here.
^ * * :|c 3it 4c 4t

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, j'our obedient servant,

Geo. N. Hollins,
Flag-Officer.

Hon. S. R. Mallory,
Secretary of the Nauy, Richmond, Va.

[Endorsement.]

Inform Secretary of Navy that one of the first official acts of Sec-
retary of War was to telegraph an order to the officers in command
at Memphis to restore the guns. He condemns the seizure of navy
guns and will correct it whenever it is brought to his knowledge.

G. W. R.

List of Confederate boats left at Island No. 10, above ITew Uadrid, [UO:,] and
either destroyed or captured by the Federals, April 7, 1862.

De Soto, first-class steamboat, side-wheel; Yazoo, first-class steam-
boat, side-wheel; Red Rover, first-class steamboat (old), side-wheel;

Simonds; Ohio Belle, second-class steamboat, side-wheel; Admiral,
Mars, Grampus, stern-wheel; Mohawk, stem-wheel; Winchester.

Beport of Ilentenant-Colonel Blake, C. S. Army, acting inspector general.

CoKiNTH, Miss., April 10, 1862.

General: Agreeably to your orders, I left Corinth on March 24
and Memphis on the following day, by steamboat for Island No. 10.

In company with Major Meriwether and others, we were landed
about 7 miles below Tiptonville, on the Tennessee shore of the Mis-

sissippi River. There were four gunboats lying at the same point,

under the command of Commodore Hollins. On presenting myself

to that officer and informing him of my mission, he courteously

oflFered our party the use of a gunboat, which, under cover of the

night, safely passed the enemy's battery at Riddle's Point, and was
landed safely at Tiptonville' before dawn.
Early in the morning I commenced an examination of the defenses

in Madrid Bend and on Island No. 10. Rucker's battery (No. 1),

about two miles above the settlements, composed of rifled 32-pounders,

defends the right flank of the position ; but, owing to the high water,

it can not be now manned, and is only accessible in boats. A guard,

however, is always kept there to deceive the enemy as to utility. Two
miles lower down are four fine batteries of 32 rifled 6-inch and 8-inch

guns and howitzers. These, with a few isolated heavjjr guns, three

batteries on Island No. 10, together with the floating battery there,

constitute the defenses against the gunboats of the enemy; which
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would seem quite adequate for this purpose should he attempt to re-

duce the batteries before passing them. But it is not impossible that

the frequent success which has attended our gunboats in their pas-

sage across his batteries may suggest to the enemy the propriety of a

similar essay in front of our batteries in the obscurity of some stormy
night.

Unless he can do this, the high water must prove a successful bar-

rier against the enemy's efforts to obtain a foothold in the bend. On
the east, Reelfoot Lake is impassable to either flats or rafts. Between
the batteries and the point marked " A " on the annexed map it is im-
possible for him to cross with steam power. Between " A " and " B,"
the country is submerged, and does not adntit of a landing. Between
" B " and Tiptonville, flats may be landed; but a few batteries judi-

ciously planted on the shore could effectually prevent a disembarka-
tion. An ironclad gunboat running between these points could answer
the same purpose. The country oelow Tiptonville is under water,
and no landing can be made there. It seems to be certain, then, that
unless the enemy can put boats below the Madrid batteries, the forces
at Island No. 10 and Madrid Bend are secure against assault until the
water falls at least 5 feet, and even then a few guns could prevent a
landing.

The garrison was supplied with ammunition, although I regret to
say the most of it was very much exposed, being kept in tents on the
island, which was daily bombarded from the enemy's mortar boats
above. The commanding officer had promised to have it magazined as
soon as possible.

There were at the post about 2,000 effective men and about 1,557 on
the sick report. These last were scattered over the bend and in private
houses. The sickness was abating ; the principal disease, bowel com-
plaint and faver, resulting from exposure.
There was at the post flour enough to la^t twenty-one davs, bacon

enough for thirty days, 18 sacks of coffee (165 pounds each), 100
bushels of rye, and about three months' supply of the small rations.
In the bend could have been obtained about 50,000 pounds of bacon
and about 250,000 bushels of com. A grist-mill was employed, and
furnished about 70 bushels of meal per day . Some of the commissary
stores were without shelter.

My examination of the lake satisfied me that it was impossible to
get a steamboat into it, and that it afforded no means of reinforcing
or retiring an army.

I regret, general, that my report is so incomplete ; but necessarily
so, all my notes and papers connected with my inspection having been
stolen. All the statements in reference to the evacuation of New
Madrid were lost with the others; but I derived from them the im-
pression that our disastrous losses during that unfortunate night were
owing principally to the want of proper system and the want of dis-
cipline among the troops.

I am, general, respectfully, yours,

E. D. Blake,
Lieut. Col.^ Acting Inspector-General, C. S. Army.

Major-General Leonidas Polk,
Comdg. First Corps, Army of the Mississippi.
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fTelegraiB.]

Cairo, III., Ajyril 1, 1862.
It is absolutelj^ necessary that two more naw lieutenants be as-

signed to the flotilla here at once.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Flotilla.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary of the Navy.

Order of Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Prichett,
U. S._ Navy, to assume command of V. 8. receiving ship Maria
Denning.

U. S. Flao-Steamer Benton,
• Off Island No. 10, April 1, 1862.

Sir: You will report to Commander Pennock as lieutenant com-
manding the U. S. receiving vessel Maria Denning.
You will cause a regular watch to be kept night and day, and good

discipline observed. You will live on board and give your whole
attention to your command.

Respectfully, etc.,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer, Comdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Lieutenant Commanding James M. Prichett,
Commanding U. S. Receiving Vessel Maria Denning.

[ Endorsement. 1

Reported April 1, 1862.

A. M. Pennock,
Commander and Fleet Captain.

Unofficial letter from Lieutenant Wise, U. S. Navy, to Flag-Officer
Foote, U. S. Navy, regarding the forwarding of cannon and
amm,unition.

Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department,
Washington City, April 1, 1862.

My Dear Foote : I enclose you a note which came to Fox.
We have sent you out as fast as steam can carry them 40 rifled

cannon, 50 and 30 pounders, with about 15,000 projectiles, and you
need have no apprehensions that any of this lot will burst; fire as
long as you choose.

The grand Army of the Potomac is fairly in motion, and with one
of its flanks protected by screw sloops and gunboats they will, I feel

confident, reach Richmond, though the butcher's bill will perhaps be
large; but, as the Duke of Malakoff said at the storming of Sebas-
topol, " To make an omelet one must crack the eggs."

By the way, I have sent you a lot of 9-inch and 10-inch shrapnel,

the first holding about 900 iron bullets and the latter 1,200, all put
up ready for use, with ten-second Bormann fuzes. The work these
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missiles is calculated to perform borders on the infernal, and even

dropped in the enceinte of a casemated fort, the effect of the scatter-

ation of so much mitraille will be extremely " sarching " to the

inmates.

Poor Worden is still on his back, though we think he has turned

away from that dark lane which leads to eternity, and should he not

have a relapse will weather the gale. The surgeons have hopes that

he will recover his sight, but I fear dimly through life.

We are watching your doings with great interest, and the Presi-

dent cheers every step you take.

So good-bye once more.
From yours, faithfully,

H. A. Wise,
U. S. Navy.

Letter from Quartermaster Wise, V. S. Army, to Flag-Oficer i^oote,

U. S. Navy, regarding general matters.

Cairo, April 2, 1862.

My Dear Flag-Officer : My brother writes me that on the 27th
March he sent by express to my care a sword and belt for you. This
is all I know of the matter, and when I receive it will forward
to you.

We had a very severe gale last night which did some slight damage
to our wharf boat; blew the steamer Sallie Wood over to the other
shore, and in the trouble the captain broke his leg; also some of the
transport steamers lost smokestacks, parted lines, etc. The rain
caAe throught the roof over me so fast that I had to raise an um-
brella. We are all right again this morning and the atmosphere of
Cairo sensibly purified by the blow.

I send some tents for Captain Phelps, delivered your orders re-
specting Hentig, and will settle with your steward and send you
down the curtain rings.

Captain Pennock thinks he has a steward for you.
I hope to visit the squadron again soon, but must first fill my

pockets with money to pay off men and officers, when I shall be
sure of a welcome.
Mr. Henriques has left.

KespectfuUy and truly, yours,

Geo. D. Wise.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Commanding Naval Forces, Western Waters.

[Telegram.]

U. S. Flagship Benton,
Near Island No. 10, April 2, 1862.

(Received 9 a. m., 3d.)

On examination it is found that on account of the vessel not
being in as good condition as was supposed, and a ram being neces-
sary, the cost of completing the Eastport for that purpose wUl be
about $56,000.
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As I am authorized by General Halleck to make any arrangements
I may deem advisable for the construction of rams, and as the East-
jjort IS designed to be used partly as a ram, I shall, under that author-
ity, proceed to finish her unless otherwise directed by you or by the
President.

Considering the strength of the naval force the rebels have ready
and in preparation, and also the service required of this flotilla, I
consider that it is essential to have the Eastport ready in the shortest

possible time.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Offioer.

Chief of Bureau of Ordnance,
Navy De-partment.

[Letter of same date and like tenor to Brigadier-General Meigs. J

[Telegram.]

"Washington Citt, April 3, 1862—11 : 10 a. m.

Your telegram dated yesterday received, and the President directs

me to say that he approves of your action with reference to the East-

port, and believes that whatever you do will be right.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Flag-Officer Foote,
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

Washington, April 5, 1862.

You are authorized to purchase the steamer Nehraska for $12,000

and proceed immediately to convert her into a gunboat, as proposed
in your letter of the 28th day of March.
By order of Secretary of War:

P. H. Watson,
Assistant Secretary of War.

W. D. Porter,
Commander, U. S. Navy.

[Telegram.]

Immediate.] Washington City,
ApnlS, 1862—1:30.

I go to New York to-night and shall send you truck carriages for

the Parrott rifles as soon as it is in the power of man and steam to

do it.

H. A. Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance.

Flag-Officer Foote, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.
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Naval operations at the battle of Shiloh {Pittsburg Landing), Tenn.,

April 6-7, 1862.

Extract from report of Flag-Offloer Foote, TT. S. Navy, transmitting reports of

commanding officers,

U. S. Flag-Steamer Benton,
Island No. 10, April 11, 1862.

S^5^
* * . * * .*

I also enclose reports from Lieutenants Commanding Gwin and

Shirk, of the gunboats Tyler and Lexington, in the Tennessee, giving

a <rraphic account of that great battle and the assistance rendered

our army by those boats near Pittsburg, stating, that when the left

wing of our army was being driven into the river, at short range

they opened fire upon them, silencing the enemy, and, as I hear

from many army officers on the field, totally demoralizing his forces

and driving them from their position in a perfect rout in the space of

ten minutes. , __ „ ,

These officers and men, as well as those of Commander Walke and

the officers and men of the Carondelet and Pittsburg, behaved with a

degree of gallantrv highly creditable to them and the Navy.

I proceed to-day with "the entire flotilla to New Madrid and hope

to leave to-morrow for Fort Pillow, or the next point down the river

which may attempt to resist the raising of the,blockade.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Oifi'Cer.

Hon. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant Gwin, V. S. Navy, commanding TT. S. S. Tyler.

U. S. Gunboat Tyler,
Pittsburg, Tenn., April 8, 1862.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the enemy attacked .our

lines on our left the morning of the 6th instant at 6 : 30 and by his

overwhelming numbers forced our men to fall back in some con-

fusion. At 9 : 25, finding that the rebels were still driving our left

wing back, I steamed up to a point 1 mile above Pittsburg, taking a

good position to support our troops should they be forced down to

the banks of the river. At 10 : 1.5 the Lexington, Lieutenant Com-
manding Shirk, joined me, having come up from Crump's Landing.
After a short time she returned for the purpose of supporting the
command of General Wallace, which occupied that point. Not hav-
ing received any instructions from the commanding general in re-

gard to the service to be rendered by the gunboats, I awaited them
patiently, although for an hour or more shot and shell were falling

all around us. Feeling that could some system of communication be
established the Tyler could be of great advantage to our left wing, at

1 : 25 p. m. I sent an officer, requesting that T might be allowed to
open on the woods in the direction of the batteries and advancing
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forces of the rebels. General Hurlbut, who commanded on our left,

sent me word to do so, giving me directions how to fire, that I might
do it with no damage to our troops, and expressing himself grateful

for this offer of support, saying that without reinforcements he would
not be able to maintain the position he then occupied for an hour.
Therefore, at 2 : 50, 1 opened fire in the line directed with good effect,

silencing their batteries on our left. At 3 : 50 ceased firing and
dropped down opposite the landing at Pittsburg; sent Mr. Peters,

gunner, on shore to communicate with General Grant for further in-

structions. His response was to use my own judgment in the matter.

At 4. p. m. the Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding Shirk, having
arrived from Crump's Landing, the Tyler, in company with the

Lexington, took position three-fourths of a mile above Pittsburg and
opened heavy fire in direction of the rebel batteries on their right, the

missiles of which were falling all aroimd us. We silenced them in

thirty minutes. At 5 : 35, the rebels havmg succeeded in gaining a

position on the left of our line, an eighth of a mile above the landing
at Pittsburg and a half a mile from the river, both vessels opened a

heavy and well-directed fire on them, and in a short time, in conjunc-
tion with our artillery on shore, succeeded in silencing their artillery,

driving them back in confusion.

At 6 p. m. the Tyler opened deliberate fire in the direction of the

rebel right wing, throwing 5-second and 10-second shell. At 6:25
ceased firing.

At 9 p. m. the Tyler again opened fire by direction of General
Nelson (who greatly distinguished himself in yesterday's engage-
ment), throwing 5-second, 10-second, and 15-second shell, and an
occasional shrapnel from the howitzer, at intervals of ten minutes
in direction of the rebel right wing until 1 a. m., when the Lexington
relieved us and continued the fire at intervals of fifteen minutes until

5 a. m., when our land forces having attacked the enemy, forcing

them gradually back, it made it dangerous for the gunboats to fire.

At 7 I received a communication from Greneral Grant (enclosed is a

copy) which prevented the gunboats from taking an active part

throughout the rest of the day. Lieutenant Commanding Shirk de-

serves the greatest praise for the efficient manner in which the battery

of the Lexington was served.

At 5 : 35 p. m. the enemy were forced to retreat in haste, having
contested every inch of the ground with great stubbornness during

the entire day.

The officers and men of this vessel displayed their usual gallantry

and enthusiasm during the entire day and night.

Your old wooden boats, I feel confident, rendered invaluable service

on the 6th instant to the land forces.

Gunner Herman Peters deserves great credit for the prompt and

courageous manner in which he traversed our lines, conveying com-
munications from this vessel to the commanding generals.

The rebels had a force of 100,000 men, A. S. Johnston (killed,

body found on the field), Beauregard, Hardee, Bragg, and Polk,

being their commanding generals. Governor George W. Johnson,

provisional governor of Kentucky, is a prisoner in our hands, mor-

tally wounded. Loss severe on both sides; ours, probably 10,000.

The rebels suffered a much greater one. I think this has been a

crushing blow to the rebellion.
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I am happy to state no casualties occurred on either of the gun-

boats.

The Tyler expended 188 shell, 4 solid shot, 2 stand of grape, and b

shrapnel. Enclosed I send you Lieutenant Commanding Shirk's

report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Wm. Gwin,

Lieut., Comdg. Division of Gunboats, Tennessee River.

Flag-Officer A. H. Fooi-E,

Gomdg. Naval Forces, Western Waters.

Report of lieutenant Shirk, TI. S. Navy, commanding V. S. S. lezington.

U. S. Gunboat Lexington,
Pittsburg, Tenn., April 8, 1862.

Sir : On the morning of the 6th instant, -while lying at Crump's
Landing, I heard severe cannonading in the direction of Pittsburg.

I got underway and stood up the river to communicate with Lieu-

tenant Commanding Gwin, of the Tyler.

Upon my reaching this place I found that an attack had been made
upon our army by the rebels in force. I returned to Crump's, to sup-

port the division under command of General Lew. Wallace, when I

found that his division had proceeded to join the main force back of

Pittsburg Landing.
I then steamed back to this place, and no instructions reaching the

gunboats from the commanding general on shore, we were forced to

remain inactive hearers of the desperate fight until the left wing of

our forces, having been forced back and completely turned, and the
rebels getting so near the river that the missiles from their batteries

fell thick and fast over and aroimd us, enabled us to use our great
guns with such effect that the fire of the enemy was silenced in

thirty minutes.
This was between 4 : 10 and 4 : 40 [p.] m. Again, at 5 : 35 [p.] m. the

enemy having gained a position on the left of our lines, within an
eighth of a mue of the landing and of the transports, we again,
with the Tyler, opened fire upon them, silencing the enemy, and,
as I hear from many army officers on the field, totally demoralizing
his forces and driving them from their position in a perfect rout in
the space of ten minutes.
The firing on the part of the land forces then ceased. At 8 o'clock

I went down to Crump's Landing, and finding that everything was
quiet there, returned to this place.

At 1 a. m. on the 7th I relieved the Tyler, Lieutenant Commanding
Gwin, in a position immediately above the landing, and fired, untu
daylight, a shell every fifteen minutes into the enemy's camp.

Yesterda}', at daylight, the fight recommenced between the two
parties on shore and continued until 5 p. m., when the enemy left in
a hurried retreat.

The gunboats occupying a Bosition on the left of our lines not
being allowed to fire, I spent the morning and part of the afternoon
in acts of mercy, picking up the wounded who had found their way
to the river and conveying them to the hospital boats.
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I must say that the gallantry and good conduct of the officers and
men whom I have the nonor to command, displayed upon this occa-
sion, as often before, are beyond all praise.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

James W. Shirk,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Flag-Officer A. H. Foote, U. S. Navy,
Comdg. U. S. Naval Forces, Western Waters, Cairo, III.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-OfBcer Foote, IT. S. Navy,
expressing the thanks of the Department.

Navy Department, April 19, 1862.

Sir : Yours of the 11th instant, enclosing reports from Lieutenants
Commanding Gwin and Shirk, of the steamers Tyler and Lexing-
ton, on the Tennessee Elver, giving a graphic account of the battle
at Pittsburg Landing on the 6th and 7th instant, and the' signal
assistance rendered to the army and the country by the gunboats
under their command, has been received and read with interest. This
is another evidence of the gallant and invaluable service rendered
by the Na\'y on the Western waters. Although the force was small
and auxiliary to the army, the successful efforts of the gunboats in
checking the enemy and repelling their advance are felt and ac-
knowledged by the country.
You will communicate the thanks of the Department to the of-

ficers and men of your command who participated in the battle of
Pittsburg Landing.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. Welles.
Flag-Officer A. H. Foote,

Cairo, III.

Report of Uajor-Oeneral Grant, V. S. Army, commanding District of West
Tennessee.

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Pittsburg, April 9, 1862.

Captain : It becomes my duty again to report another battle

fought between two great armies, one contending for the main-
tenance of the best government ever devised, the other for its destruc-
tion. It is pleasant to record the success of the army contending for
the former principle.

On Sunday morning our pickets were attacked and driven in by
the enemy. Immediately the five divisions stationed at this place
were drawn up in line of battle, ready to meet them. The battle

soon waxed warm on the left and center, varying at times to all parts
of the line. The most continuous firing of musketry and artillery

ever heard on this continent Avas kept up until nightfall, the enemy
having forced the entire line to fall back nearly halfway from their

camps to the [Pittsburg] Landing.
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At a late hour in the afternoon a desperate effort was made by the

enemy to turn our left and get possession of the Landing, transports,

etc. This point was guarded by the gunboats Tyler and Lexington^
Captains Gwin and Shirk, U. S. Navy, commanding, four 20-pounder
Parrott gims and a battery of rifled guns. As there is a deep and
impassable ravine for artillery or cavalry, and very difficult for

infantry, at this point, no troops were stationed here, except the

necessary artillerists and small infantry force for their support.

Just at this moment the advance of Major-General Buell's column (a

part of the division under General Nelson) arrived, the two generals

named both being present. An advance was immediately made upon
the point of attack and the enemy soon driven back. In this repulse
much is due to the presence of the gunboats Tyler and Lexington and
their able commanders, Captains Gwin and Shirk.*******
A flag of truce was sent in to-day from General Beauregard. I

enclose herewith a copy of the correspondence.
I am, verv respectfully, 5'our obedient servant,

U. S. Grant,
Mujor-General, Commanding.

Captain N. H. McLean,
A. A. G., Department of the Mississippi, St. Louis, Mo.

letter from Leonard Swett, esq., to the President, giving special credit to the
Wavy.

Executive Mansion,
Washington, July 30, 1862.

Dear Sir: I went to Pittsburg Landing immediately after the
battle there and spent three days riding over the field. From all I
could learn I believe the gunboats Lexington and Tx/ler, commanded
by Lieutenants Gwin and Shirk, saved our army from defeat. At
least it is within bounds to say they rendered us invaluable services.

It seems to me very clear that these gentlemen ought to be promoted
for their gallant bearing in this action.

Yours, truly,

Leonard Swett.
His Excellencv President Lincoln.

Letter from Major-General Halleck. U. S. Arm.y, to Commander
Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the fitting out of two vessels at St.
Louis.

Headquarters Department of the Mississippi,
St. Louis, Mo., April 7, 1862.

Captain : Flag-Officer Foote, commanding flotilla in the Western
waters has designated you to take charge of fitting out two gun-
boats to be purchased at this place. It is proposed that they be so
altered as to serve the double purpose of gunboats and rams

1 he Quartermaster's Department will purchase the boats under
your direction, and supply all the necessary means for fitting them
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out. It is e.xpected that the work will be pushed forward with all

possible dispatch.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. Halleck,
Major-General.

Captain W. D. Portek, U. S. Navy,
St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Fourth Master Kellogg, regarding the Confederate fortifi-

cations on the Mississippi River.

On Boakd Steamer Tigress,
Tennessee River, April 8, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor of reporting upon the fortifications on the
Mississippi River upon this my first opportunity, as follows:
The Southern batteries in the bend at Island 10, as well as upon

the island, comprised, on the 17th March last, 37 guns, mounted and
in position ; two new batteries, marked on the map as " E " and " D,"
were incomplete at that time (since finished), and now mount six or
ei^ht guns on barbette carriages, mostly, if not all, 32s. Most of the
rebel batteries are composed of barbette guns; the battery marked
" D " is built with sand-bag traverses. A breastwork starting from
the battery marked "A, " extends in the direction of Eeelfoot Lake,
several hundred yards; from the battery "A" to point of Island 10
is 3,220 yards ; from battery marked " F " to point of towhead on
opposite side, high-water mark, is 4,000 yards ; from point of island to

point of towhead, 3,330 yards. From battery "A '*^ to battery " F "

by land is something over a mile and a half.

These distances I take from a map made for the rebel commanding
officer at No. 10 (then General McCown), now General Mackall,
which I was enabled to see, being at work with the rebel topograph-
ical engineers, and chaining many of the distances and base lines

for triangulations, as well as the meandering of the lower end of
Eeelfoot Lake, personallv. At No. 10 (March 17) were stationed
about 4,000 troops, inclucling artillerists, and the Twelfth Arkansas
at Point Pleasant. There is also a small barbette battery at Tipton-
ville, probably from 4 to 6 guns. At Tiptonville also were (March
17) the rebel gunboats General Polk, four guns (rifled Parrotts)

;

the Pohtchartrain, seven guns (one 9-inch Dahlgren) ; the Livings-
ton, six guns; the McRae, six or seven guns; the Ivy, three guns. I
am not sure, but think there was one other.

The floating battery, Captain Guthrie commanding, lies off Island

10, mounts 10 guns (one 9-uich, two or three rifled Parrotts, 52-pound
caliber). The floating battery can also be sunk to water's edge at

pleasure: her engine was too weak to enable her to maintain any
position in the current. The scout boat Grampus mounts two or
three fieldpieces (brass). There is also on the island some iron field-

pieces (about six), 32s and 24-pounders.

Eeelfoot Lake is distant from Battery " A " nearly 2 miles; from
Tiptonville, 2 miles by chain.

The meandering of the lake by Southern engineers extended
nearly 4 miles below Tiptonville, and the country beloAV reported
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overflowed and impassable until September. The river also at the

upper end of the lake overflows to it, submerging a large tract of

land.

The fortifications at Fort Pillow (85 or 90 miles above Memphis)
are located on top and at the foot of steep bluffs, and consist, inland,

of a long line of breastwork (some 3 to 5 miles) running from ridge

to ridge, with a ditch and timber felled before it. There are also

quite a number of guns of small caliber placed along the breastwork
at the salient points. On the river there are a few guns on the sum-
mit of the bluffs, but most "of the batteries are cut from the face of

the bluffs at the water's edge.

To the best of my knowledge the extreme upper battery is also

the highest from the water line, mounting 6 guns, embrasured, and
with heavy sand-bag traverses. The next is at the water's edge,

partly submerged, mounting 9 guns on barbette carriages.

Next lower is a battery mounting 4 guns on ship carriages, about
2 feet higher than the last. Below, and some distance apart, are
from 5 to 8 guns, 4 of which are 10-inch columbiads ; there are, how-
ever, parapets built for nearly 40 guns, and more than 1,200 negroes
are daily employed on the works. General Villepigue is in com-
mand (April 3).

With the above report is an accompanying map of No. 10, for
which I must apologize, on account of its roughness, but it was
drawn entirely from memory and without any scale.

Hoping the above will be of service, I have the honor to remain,
your obedient servant,

S. Kellogg.
Captain W. D. Porter, U. S. Navy.

Commanding Gunhoat Essex.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, April 8, 1862.

We have plenty of howitzer shrapnel. Send in all 20 boxes each
of shell and canister for howitzer. The short-sight boxes required
were for Vlll-inch guns.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Officer.

Captain J. A. Dahlgren,
Navy Yard, Washington.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, April 10, 1862.

I respectfully recjuest that you will have in readiness, to be for-
warded when required, from 300 to 400 men for the crews of the
steam rams for the Western waters.

A. H. FooTE,
Flag-Offlcer.

Hon. G. Welles,
Secretary Navy.
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Letter from Lieutenant IFz'se, U. S. Navy, to J. T. Ames, esq., for-
warding acknowledgment of suord presented to Flag-Officer Foote,
U. S. Navy.

Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department,
Washington City, April 11, 1862.

Deak Sir : I have the pleasure to enclose a note to you from Flag-
Officer Foote, in acknowledgment of the sword which I forwarded
to him at your request.

I am, very truly, vours,

H.A.Wise,
Assistant Inspector Ordnance, U. S. Navy.

Mr. J. T. Ames, Chicopee, Mass.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, [Tenn.J, April 11, 1862.

I forwarded some time since a statement of Brigadier-General
Spears in regard to military operations at Cumberland Ford. I hope
the Secretary will place General Spears at once in command of Ten-
nessee troops at that place. This ought to be done. Lieutenant Car-
ter, of the Navy, has been acting as general, as I conceive, without
proper authority. The Tennesseeans there, and others on the way,
wish to return under the leadership of General Spears. Will the
Secretary telegraph me his action? Things are moving on right in

Tennessee.
Andrew Johnson.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

Abstract log of Mortar Division of the Western Flotilla, March 14
to April 10, 1862.

The fleet left Cairo, 111., on the 14th d^ of March, 1862, composed
of the flagship Benton, Commodore A. H. Foote, commanding; the
Carondelet, Mound City, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Pittsburg, Conestoga,
and Louisville; the ordnance boats Judge Torrence and Great West-
ern; and fourteen mortar boats in tow of the Ike Hammitt, Wiscon-
sin No. 2, V. F. Wilso7i, Pike, and Lake Erie. The fleet was also

accompanied by several transports, two containing troops.

The officers in command of the mortar fleet were: Captain Henry
E. Maynadier, of the Tenth Regular Infantry, commanding; Cap-
tain E. B. Pike, superintendent ; Second Masters George L. Johnson,
G. B. Simonds, T. B. Gregory, Henry A. Glassford, and E. W.
Wheelock.
On the same afternoon arrived at Columbus, took in tow two mor-

tar boats—11 and 12—and then proceeded on toward Island No. 10.

March 15, 1862.—Arrived within 24 miles of the island. During
the afternoon the mortar boats 11 and 12, imder the command or

N w B—VOL 22 49
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Captain Henry E. Maynadier and Captain E. B. Pike, assisted by
Second Master Johnson and Acting Second Master E. W. Wheelock,
opened fire on the enemy's batteries. No. 11 fired 18 and No. 12

fired 16 shell in one and a half hours.

March i^.—Mortars 7, 5, 19, 22, 23, 27, 36, and 38 were engaged
with the enemy the entire day under the command of Captains
Buford, Maynadier, and Pike, assisted by Second Masters Glassford,

Simonds, and Gregory. The firing was heavy, as the annexed report

of the number of .^ells will show : Boat No. 5 threw 36, No. 7 threw

33, No. 19 threw 35, No. 22 threw 38, No. 23 threw 32, No. 27 threw
47, No. 36 threw 45, and No. 38 threw 33 shell.

March 17.—Ten mortar boats were engaged with the enemy during
the entire morning and afternoon. The number of shell thrown
was over 400, and did great execution amongst the enemy's batteries,

having beyond a doubt silenced two of them in the afternoon.
March 18.—The mortar boats 11 and 12, under command of Second

Master George L. Johnson, were engaged all the previous night shell-

ing the enemy's extreme right batteries. The two mortars threw 24
shell. To-day a fleet of 10 mortars was actively engaged from 9
a. m. to 6 p. m.; the number of shells thrown exceeded 400. It is

ordered that hereafter the second master do report the number of
shell thrown to the officer of the day, who will enter them on this log
book.
March iP.—The mortar boats Nos. 5, 19, 22, 23, 11, 12, 27, and 36

each received 35 shell, 7 kegs of mortar powder, and 3 kegs of shell
powder. There was very little firing during the day. The enemy's
batteries opened upon us at 12 noon, but were silenced at once; only
one shot being fired after our mortars commenced firing. Between
9 and 10 p. m. a false alarm of the approach of the enemy by land
was raised. The Judge Torrence slipped her moorings from the
shore, got underway, and stood out into the middle of the stream.
Quiet was soon restored, and the boat returned to her anchorage.
March 20.—No firing this day.
March 21.—Mortars 7, 38, and 22 were engaged during the morn-

ing until 1 p. m. The number of shell fired was as follows : No. 7
fired 12, No. 38 fired 7, and No. 22 fired 11 shell. Second Master
Simonds was ordered for duty during the night.
March ^^.—Mortar boats Nos. 11 and 19, Second Master George

L. Johnson and Second Master T. B. Gregory, were engaged shelling
the enemy's batteries from 8 a. m. to 1 : 30 p. m. Mortar boats Nos.
7, Second Master E. W. Wheelock; and 38, Second Master H. A.
Glassford, were engaged during the afternoon. Annexed is a report
of the several firings: No. 11 threw 24; No. 19, 17; No. 7, 16; and
No. 38, 17 shell. Second Master T. B. Gregory was ordered for duty
during the night.

March ^5.—Mortars 11, 12, and 5, under their respective com-
mands, were engaged during the morning. The number of shell
thrown were: No. 11, 1 : No. 12, 10; and No. 5, 10 shell. During the
afternoon mortars 38 and 7, under command of Second Masters
Glassford and Wheelock. threw each 7 shell. John Smith, of No.
11 mortar crew, had his leg accidentally broken by the falling of a
tree, cut down by the crew of the Dauntless. During the morning
the enemy favored us with a few shots, doing no damage.
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March 2^.—Mortar boats Nos. 5 and 38, with crews from 19 and
27, under command of Second Masters Glassford and Gregory, were
engaged during the day. Not any other boats were on duty. No. 5
threw 7 and 38 threw 8 shell. Second Master Wheelock was engaged
all the previous night shelling the enemy with mortar 23, throwing
13 shell. This morning the Judge Torrence moved across the river
from the Missouri to the Kentucky shore.

March 25.—At about 3 p. m. balloon ascensions were made in Cap-
tain Steiner's balloon Eagle, to the height of 500 feet. The day being
hazy they could not define fully the position of the enemy, but the
experiment proved satisfactory. Second Masters G. B. Simonds and
E. W. WTieelock report having fired, respectively, from No. 23, 17
and from No. 38, 13 shell.

March 26.—^Mortars 12 and 38, under command of Second Masters
George L. Johnson and H. A. Glassford, were on duty all day. No.
12 threw 8 and 38 threw 7 shell.

March 27.—Mortar boats Nos. 23 and 5 were on duty during the
morning. No. 23 fired 8 and No. 5, 6 shell.

March 28.—Mortar squad 37 on board No. 38 fired 10 shell. Nos.
7 and 23 fired, respectively, 4 shell.

March 29.—Mortar boats Nos. 5 and 23 fired, respectively. 9 and
11 shell.

March 30.—Mortar boats 5 and 23 fired to-day 10 and 38 shell.

March 5/.—Mortar boats 5, 7, 38, and 23 threw 14, 3, 23, and 13.

At 7 p. m. got into battery line and fired each 3 shell for the inspec-

tion of the Assistant Secretary of War, Thomas A. Scott; all fired

at Island No. 10.

Ajyril 1.—Mortar boats 38 and 12 threw 6 shell each.

April ?i.—Mortar boats 23, with crew of 36, and 5, with crew of 19,

fired 11 and 9 shell.

Afril 3.—Second Masters E. W. "Wheelock and H. A. Glassford,

accompanied by pilots of 7 and 8 mortar boats, made a reconnoissance

in a skiff off Island No. 10 and boarded the sunken rebel steamer

Winchenter, which they set fire to and burned to the water's edge.

Mortar boats 7, 38, and 23 were on duty and fired 21, 23, and 25 shell.

Nos. 11 and 12 were also in action and threw 14 and 17 shell.

April 4.—Mortar boats 23 and 7 fired 8 shell, respectively.

Api'il 5.—Mortar boat 7 fired 19 shell. The gunboat Carondelet

ran the blockade of Island No. 10 on the night of the 4th, amid a

heavy storm and a severe fire from the enemv's batteries.

April 6.—^Whole crew mustered by purser'^s clerk, Mr. Watson, and
Articles of War read by Captain Richardson in the presence of Cap-
tain Fitch. Mortar boat 38 fired 14 shell. Officers were reconnoiter-

ing to-day near the island.

April 7.—Mortar boats Nos. 11 and 38 fired 9 and 5 .shell, respec-

tivefy.

April 8.—At 10 p. m. of the 7th the rebel steamer De Soto_ came
up with a flag of truce, when its officers surrendered possession of

the Island [No.] 10 and shore batteries to Commodore Foote, and

our forces are now in possession of them.

April 9.—Island No. 10, with all its stores and munitions of war,

being now in our possession, the crew were granted liberty.

Apnl 10.—At 2 p. m. our fleet of mortar boats (16) were put in

tow of steamers Ike Hammitt, V. F. Wilson, Wisconsin No. 2, Key-
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stone, W. H. Brown, and Alps, and taken down to New Madrid.

Arrived at 4 p. m.

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Tyler, September 10, 1861^anuary 16,

ISeii, Commander 11. Walke.

September 12, I861.—P&ducah. Captains Foote, Walke. and

Rodgers came on board. x jii. j
September i^.—Proceeded to Cairo. From 8 a. m. to 12 : Left for

Norfolk in search of batteries. From 12 to 4 p. m. : Went to Lucas

Bend and fired 4 shells at the point ; rounded to and proceeded up
the Mississippi ; communicated with Colonel Oglesby on shore ; took

some of the soldiers on boaid who were worn-out by the march;

rounded to and proceeded down the river and fired 8 shells at the

point of Lucas Bend. Proceeded on our way to Cairo. From 4 to 8:

Communicated with Colonel Waagner at Camp Holt, and anchored

at Cairo opposite headquarters.

September 15.—From. 12 to 4 p. m. : Anchored off Norfolk. Con-
federate gunboat came in sight. Fired one shot and returned.

September 21.—Proceeded down the river in company with other

vessels within 4 miles of Columbus. Fired 10 shells and returned to

Norfolk and anchored opposite Island No. 1.

October 7.—From 8 to 12 meridian : Ran over and communicated
with the Lexington, then back again to wharf boat. We then

proceeded to Lucas Bend, where we saw the rebel gunboat Jeff Davis.

Gave chase and fired upon her, which was returned by the batteries

situated on the Iron Bluffs, just above Columbus; also by a battery

situated on the point below Lucas Bend. After firing 13 shells we
proceeded up the river toward Cairo.

October 19.—^From 8 to meridian: Captain Walke went ashore
and communicated with General Grant. Proceeded down the river
as far as Lucas Bend; fired one shell in the woods on the point.

Opposite 3 and 4 islands fired one shot in the cornfield on Beck-
witn's farm, another at Hunter's plantation; rounded to and pro-
ceeded to Cairo.
November 7.—Dropped down and exchanged a few shot with the

enemy's batteries on the Iron Bluffs and returned. Dropped down
a mile or two and engaged batteries on Iron Bluffs and returned to
where transport lay. From 12 to 4 p. m. : Dropped down again and
had another engagement with the batteries. One 24-pound ball
passed through the side of our vessel on the starboard side, killing
1 man, and wounding 1 dangerously and 1 slightly. Returned to
transports. From 4 to 6 p.m. : During the embarkation of our
troops an attack was made on them by reinforcements of the rebels,
which we repulsed by opening on them with shell and grape with
telling effect. Fired through the day 144 charges, 3 solid shot, 35
grape, and 106 shell. From 6 to 8 : Following the transports up the
river, but, being informed that a large numfier of our troops were
left behind, we returned with the Lexirigton, took them on board, and
continued up to head of Island No. 1 and anchored.
Dece7nber 1.—Proceeded to Cairo, thence up the Mis.sissippi about

8 miles reconnoitering, and returned to opposite Camp Holt and
anchored.
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December 12.—From 8 to 12 meridian: Officers at Fort Holt re-

ported to us that two rebel gunboats were lying under the point below.
Captain Walke ordered the Lexington to proceed to Cairo and report
it to the flag-officer. Proceeded down the river in search of them
as far as Norfolk; in vain; returned and anchored. From 12 to 4
p. m. : In company with the Lexington, having Flag-Officer Foote
on board, proceeded down the river about a mile or two below Nor-
folk ; not discovering enemy's boats returned to Camp Holt. Again
went down the river near Norfolk. Being unable to discover the
rebel boats returned to Cairo.
January 3, 1862.—At 8:40 a. m. the flagship Essex signaled 620,

intended undoubtedly for 624, which we obeyed. At 9 : 30 signaled

to the flag-steamer 543. Hauled down signal after flying some time,
as the flagship did not notice our signal. The flagship, as she hove
in sight of Iron Banks, Ky., wore around and laid to. We followed
her motions, as ordered by signals at Cairo, and at 10:40 passed the
Lexington lying to, and the flagship passed us, both our engines
being stopped. At 1 we moved up the river, following the flagship,

and the Lexington astern. We proceeded up the river in succession,

the flagship ahead. As we rounded the bend the rebel steamer Mo-
haxok hove in sight, standing toward us. We came up on the port
side of the flagship and the Lexington on our port quarter. The
flagship then wore ship and the Lexington and we following stood
down the stream about half a mile and came to. The flagship fired

2 shots, which fell short. The enemy fired 1 with same effect and
retreated. At 11 : 45 stood up the stream in same succession, flagship

ahead.
Janitari/ 15.—Commander Henry Walke detached from the com-

mand of the Tyler and Lieutenant Gwin assumed command Janu-
ary IG.

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Benton, February 24. to April 9, 1862.

February 2^, 1862.—Ship commissioned, Cairo, 111. [Flag-Officer,

Andrew H. Foote's flagship] Joshua Bishop, [commanding].
March 8.—From 8 to 12 meridian, Lieutenant Commanding S. L.

Phelps: Steamed up, weighed anchor, with Cincinnati on starboard
and Carondelet on port, lashed alongside for a trial trip.

March 15.—At 6 a. m. cast loose from shore and started down the
river. At 7:30 discovered a rebel steamer ahead, making out from
shore and steaming down the river. Fired three rifled shell at her,

all of which fell considerably short. From 8 to 12 meridian:
Rounded to about 3 miles above Island No. 10. At 5 bells fired our
first shot at the batteries, which fell short; fired three more, but
the rebels did not respond. Saw several transports at the rebel

encampment. At 12 : 30 pi. m. dropped the mortar boats down to

position. At 2:30 fired five shells. At 8 bells (4 p. m.) still firing.

From 4 to 6 fired several more shell at Island No. 10 and ceased

firing for the night.

March 16.—At 6 bells (3 a. m.) cast loose and steamed out in the

stream, followed by all gunboats. At 8 bells all out and in sight

of batteries above Island No. 10. 8 to 12: Dropped down near the

first rebel battery and fired several shell. At 4 bells saw a flag of
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truce on the upper fort. Sent a tug with Lieutenant Bishop. All

a mistake, wanted no communication. Continued to fire shell. From
12 to 4 p. m. : Tried a number of shell from our stern gxins at a rebel

battery, several of them striking within the fortifications. Mortar

boats continued firing shell all the afternoon. From 4 to 6 p. m.

:

Still firing with our stern guns ; mortar boats continue shelling. At

7 saw a light creeping up inshore, supposed to be a rebel gunboat

;

fired our stern gun.
March 17.—From 12 to 4 a. m. : All quiet ; camp fires of rebels seen

in distance; rebel steamer moving in the vicinity of Island No.

10. At 10 : 30 started down the river. When within about 2 miles

of a rebel battery of 7 guns, commenced firing and gradually

approached the battery. Prom 12 to 4 p. m. : Still firing and
advancing on the rebel battery. From 1 to 2 p. m. : We received 3

solid shot from the first battery, which passed over our pilot house

and wheel of the Cincinnati., lodging in the willows on shore; also

one shot or shell from battery on the bend, which passed way over

us to the shore beyond. About 2 p. m. three shots from the first

battery passed over us at intervals of about five minutes and struck

the water about 10 to 30 yards aft of our stem. Next two shots from
same battery fell short of our bow about 20 yards. At 3 : 15 a solid

8-inch, 64-pound ball from first battery passed over pilot house on
starboard side, striking spar deck ; went through iron plating, cutting

four carlines through
;
passed to lower deck and rebounded, striking

the carline above, finally lodging on the flag-officer's writing desk.

Next shot of same kind, about ten minutes later, struck left side

near top of starboard port hole outside, broke in three ports and
bounded to the water. About this hour a gun on the St. Louis burst,

scattering the glass from their skylights about our pilot house. 3 : 30

:

A shot from their rifled 8-inch shell gun passed about 4 feet port side

of pilot house, striking ventilator, passed through the port chimney
and, striking the upper deck, went through the iron plating and
deck planks, breaking two carlines, then rolled down against the
hammock nettings on upper deck. 3 to 4: Two shots received from

* the fort on the bend, which passed directly over us. All the guns
(10) of our boats constantly firing at the first battery to the left.

4 p. m. : A solid shot passed about 12 inches over our pilot house and
struck the Cincinnati near the wheelhouse; another shot came
apparently from a floating battery at the head of the island, striking
the water in front of the St. Lovh. Two more shots from .same
battery passed over us to the shore. 4 to 8 : Still firing on the first
battery with good execution, as all their shots from this hour to the
close of action either went over us or were far short ; ten shots from
the first battery alone all came at random, and at no time after 4 p. m.
did we receive two shots in succession from this fort. Continued
this fire long as we could see, then headed upstream and moved
without range of their guns. At 7 came to with port anchor and
veered to 30 fathoms chain. The gunner reports having fired 281
rounds.

March 18.—12 to 4 a. m. : At 3 bells sent tug to mortar boats with
orders from flag-officer to fire extra shells Still kept on annoying
the batteries from the mortar boats. 4 to 8 : Through our glasses it
is evident that we formed a breach in their fortifications yesterday,
as we can see but four guns mounted on the fort. The trees in the
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vicinity are also very much shattered from our shot and shell. Oc-
casional shell fired from mortar boats. Fired several shell from
our stern rifled guns. 8 to 12: At 10 a. m. opened fire on the rebels
again with stern guns, all effective shots. The Cincinnati and St.

Louis cast loose from us and went to coal. 12 to 4 p. m. : Still con-
tinued to throw shell from mortar boats with some effect. 4 to 6:

Fired several shell at the rebels with good effect. 6 to 8: Mortar
boats and Carondelet ordered to fire alternately all night. 8 to 12:
midnight: Mortar boats and Mound City continue to fire at the
battery. /

March 19.—From 12 to 4 a. m. : Mortar boats continue fire on
rebels. 4 to 8: Mortar boats ceased firing on account of wet decks
giving too much rebound. Carondelet continued firing. At 3 bells

(7: 30 a. m.) fired stern guns at intervals. At 6 bells a rebel battery

opened fire on us, all their shots falling short. 12 to 4 p. m. : Fired
several shots at the rebels. From 8 to 12 midnight: About 9 p. m.
heard musketry from ordnance boats up river and two guns fired

from the Conestoga. Lieutenant Bishop went up in the tug to ascer-

tain the cause; returned about 11 and reported to the flag-officer.

March 20.—From midnight to 4 a. m. : Mortar boats firing. 4 to

8 : The Mound City continued to throw shell at intervals in the upper
fort. 12 to 4 p. m. : The upper battery opened on the fleet and fired

17 shot, which was replied to with interest, silencing their guns. 8 to

12 midnight: Officers came on board and reported to flag-officer

lights seen on rebel battery. Fired two shots. At 8 bells Mound
City fired two shots.

March 21.—From 4 to 8 a. m. : Fired several rifled shell at rebel

battery No. 1, at intervals of fifteen minutes. 8 to 12 meridian:
Two mortar boats firing at long intervals at rebel battery. 12 to 4

p. m. : Mortar boats continue fire on the battery. 4 to 8: Rebel
boats moving up. Fired one shot. 8 to 12 midnight: At 1 bell,

fired three shots from our stern guns to the upper fort. At 4 bells

continue to throw shell from the mortars at intervals into the rebel

quarters. Several lights seen in the rebel camp.
March 22.—From 12 to 4 a. m. : Mortars fired several shell. 12 to

4 p. m. : Mortars still firing occasional shots.

March 23.—8 to 12 meridian : Enemy fired several shots, doing no
damage. 4 to 8 p. m.: Mortar boats fired occasionally at battery

No. 2. 8 to 12 midnight : Mortar boats fire every half hour.

March 2^.—Midni^t to 4 a. m. : Mortar boats fire shell at inter-

vals. 4 to 8 : Mortar boats fire several shells. 12 to 4 p. m. : Pitts-

burg discharged a few guns into the woods.

March 25.—12 to 4 a. m. : Heard the firing of great guns in the

direction of Point Pleasant, down the river. 4 to 8 : Captain Allen,

a scout who had, during the night, visited the first rebel battery,

reported to flag-officer. At 10 : 30 a. m. battery No. 2 fired a blank

shot. 4 to 8 p. m. : River still rising. The light of large fires in the

distance down river. 8 to 12 midnight: Heavy firing heard down
the river in the directionof Point Pleasant.

March 26.—From 4 to 5 bells (2 to 2: 30) a. m.; Heavy cannona-

ding in the direction of Point Pleasant. All quiet in the fleet. 4 to 8

p. m.: Men seen at the upper battery. Fired some shell and made
them disperse.
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March 27.—8 to 12 midnight: Ten guns fired af 6 bells, in direction

of Point Pleasant.

March 28.—12 to 4 a. m.: Heard two guns in direction of New
Madrid. 8 to 12 meridian : Battery No. 2 fired several shots ; all

fell short; mortar boats returned the fire. 4 to 8 p. m.: Firing in

direction of New Madrid.
March 30.—Mortar boats continue to fire occasionally.

March 31.—Heard heavy guns in the direction of Point Pleasant.

April 1.—Five boats sent with Colonel Roberts and 50 troops on an
expedition to fort No. 1.

April 2.—At 1 : 30 a. m. the boats returned with Colonel Roberts
and his men from fort No. 1. Spiked 6 heavy guns; nobody hurt.

All the boats were towed up the river by steam tug Spitfire, leaving
the flagship Benton at 6 p. m. Soon after dark the fleet passed down
the Tennessee shore, the Benton's cutters in front, St. Louis cutters

on the right, Pittsburg cutters on the left. The two cutters of the

Mound City and Cincinnati in the rear, to act as reserve. The fleet

passed down the river without interruption or discovery until within
a few yards of the fort. The sentinels then fired from the parapets.
The Benton^s cutters passed on until she grounded to 18-inch water.
Colonel Roberts, Mr. Lord, and Brennan, coxswain, jumped to the
shore, followed by the 10 soldiers, some of whom went waist deep in
the water. All mounted the parapets and without opposition the 6
mounted guns were spiked and side tackles and breeching cut. While
the work was going on the enemy fired one volley of musketry from
the woods near by and then fled. After a thorough reconnoissance of
the fort, occupying one-half hour, all hands were ordered aboard for
the return. Arrived at the flagship at 2 : 30 a. m. and reported to the
flag-officer. 4 to 8 p. m. : Fired a few shots at the upper battery. 8 to
12 midnight : Mound City fired one shot at battery No. 1.

April 3.—8 to 12 meridian : The Benton, Cincinnati, and Caronde-
let have taken positions along the Missouri shore and opened fire on
the floating battery and island. The mortars are also actively en-
gaged. 12 to 4 p. m. : Continued to throw shell in the direction of
the lower battery. One of our shells set fire to the steamboat sunk
in the bayou off No. 10 and she burned to the water's edge. 8 to 12
midnight : Three signal guns from rebel fort.

April 4.—8 to 12 meridian : Rebel boats seen down the bend of the
river ; fired several shots and made them leave. 12 to 4 p. m. : Fired
several shots at rebel batteries ; mortars also fired. 4 to C : Fired 54
shots at lower battery. 8 to 12 midnight: Variable winds, heavy
showers of rain, very vivid lightning, and some thunder. Gunboat
Carondelet got underway and steamed down the river, successfully
running the blockade of the rebel batteriss. The rebels fired 47 shots
at the Carondelet.
April 5.—At 3 a. m. fired two shots from rifled 42-pounders. 8 to

12 meridian : Fired several shells ;from a rifled 50-pounder (Dahl-
gren) at the rebels. 12 to 4 p. m.: Fired 4 shells from 42-pounder.
4 to 6: Saw a rebel steamer at the wharf boat; fired several shell
through the place; rather warm, concluded to take the wharf boat
away,
April 6.—4 to 6 p. m. : Fired three shell at a rebel encampment.

6 to 8 : Rapid firing heard in the direction of New Madrid.
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April 7.—At 2 a. m. the gunboat Pittsburg dropped out from shore
and started down to run the blockade to New Madrid, and she is sup-

posed to have successfully accomplished it. Rebel batteries fired

seventy-one shots at the Pittsburg, besides numerous volleys of mus-
ketry. 4 to 8 : Heavy volleys of musketry fired from Island No. 10.

Three shots fired at us from second fort. 8 to 12 meridian : Firing at

intervals from the rebel batteries. 8 to 12 midnight : Received a flag-

of-truce boat with propositions to surrender. A steamer came up,
showing a number of lights and blowing her whistle four times. In
a short time she blew her whistle four times again. At intervals of
two or three minutes she would blow four whistles. Thinking she
wanted to communicate, answered her signals by blowing our whistle
four times. Beat to quarters, cast loose the guns, and made every
preparation for an engagement. The steamer approached cautiously,

blowing her whistle ; answered all her signals with the same number.
Lieutenant Bishop went on the tug Dauntless and boarded the

steamer; found hei'to be the steamer De Soto, having on board Lieu-
tenants Martin and McDowell, of the Confederate Army, bearers of

dispatches to Flag-Officer Foote. j General Buford came on board for

a conference. Lieutenant Commanding Phelps, in company with the

rebel lieutenants, went aboard the steamer and steamed down river in

direction of Island No. 10. At 2 a. m. Captain Phelps returned with
the steamer and announced the unconditional surrender of Island No.

10, with guns, ammunition, stores, etc., to Flag-Officer Foote. The
river steamer De Soto landed at the bank behind the Cincinnati.

April 8.—At 2 a. m. Captain Phelps came from the rebel encamp-
ment. The enemy had surrendered to the American flag uncondition-

ally—to Flag-Oificer Foote, commanding Western Motilla. At 6

sent dispatch to Cairo and New Madrid. The Mound City and St.

Louis, gimboats, and two transports went down and took possession

of the enemy's fortifications.

April 9.—8 to 12 meridian: Threw overboard, by order of Flag-

Officer Foote, No. 12 42-pounder rifle gun, it having been condemned
as worthless; been fired 218 times, the vent being much worn. 12 to

4 p. m.: Threw overboard, by order of Flag-Officer Foote, No. 5

42-pounder rifle gim ; was fired 178 times. 4 to 6 : Received on board

the following property, taken from the enemy : 26 tents, 6 cases shell,

7 axes, 9 shovels, and 2 boxes sundries.

Abstract log of the U. S. S. Lexington, August 16, 1861-AprU 11,

1862, Comntander R. N. Stemliel.

August 16, 1861.—OS. Cairo, 111. At request of Colonel Oglesby,

commanding United States forces at Cairo, 111., received on board

Colonel Waagner, chief of artillery, and secretary, to be conveyed

up the Mississippi to make a reconnoissance and inspect the works at

Cape Girardeau. Got underway at 1 p. m. from Cairo and arrived

at Commerce, Mo., at 6 p. m., where we found the inhabitants in

great fear of the rebels, who were in large numbers, as was repre-

sented, and in camp at Benton, about 8 miles distant. They re-

quested to be removed to some safer locality with personal effects,
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as their town was in great danger of being destroyed and their lives

in peril.

Auffust 17.—Arrived at Cape Girardeau at 2 a. m. and landed
passengers and their effects at daylight. Colonel Waagner visited

and examined the works under Colonel Marsh. After returning
to the boat, Colonel Waagner and Commander Stembel were each
saluted with thirteen guns, which was returned by this boat with a

like number. Got imderway from Cape Girardeau, touching at

Thebes and Commerce. Took from a steam floiu' mill parts of the
machinery, to prevent its rendering aid and comfort to the rebels,

as well as 5,000 bushels of corn, which were shipped to Cairo on the
steamer Memphis. Touched also at Bird's Point, revisited the works,
and arrived at Cairo at 7 p. m. At 9 ran up the Mississippi and
anchored at Eliza's Point.
August 18.—At daylight standing up the Mississippi. At 10 a. m.

arrived and anchored on Commerce; remained until meridian, then
got underway, standing down the river; anchoi^d at headquarters
at Cairo. At 4 p. m. got undenvay, anchored off Mound City ; served
clothing and transferred men to thp A. O. Tyler.
August 19.—At 7 : 30 a. m. stood down the Ohio River to Cairo.

Coaled ship at meridian. Left Cairo to convoy the steamer Empress,
dispatched to the Kentucky shore opposite Norfolk by Colonel
Oglesby to bring Mr. Du Peyster, family, and effects to Cairo. He
declined to leave. The Empress returned and we remained, being
ordered to await the arrival of the Tyler, which arrived at 2 p. m.
Returned in company and anchored off headquarters.
August SO.—At daylight ran alongside the stone depot, in company

with the gunboat Tyler, and took aboard 25 32-pound and 25 8-inch
empty shells. At 8 a. m. backed off from depot and ran up the
Mississippi River, in company with the Tyler. At 3 p. m. anchored
off Commerce, Mo.
August 21.—Ran down the river to the foot of Power's Island,

having heard firing in that direction, where we found a ferryboat
lying by the bank. Stood down and anchored off Cairo.
August 22.—At midnight Colonel Oglesby came alongside with the

intelligence that a rebel steamboat was lying at Paducah, Ky., and
at the same time putting a gentleman on board who Imew her. At
12 a. m. (midnight) stood up the river for Paducah. with the inten-
tion of capturing the rebel ; was detained one and one-half hours at
the grand chain, in consequence of thick weather ; arrived at Paducah
at 7 a. m. The steamer W. B. Terry, lying alongside the wharf, being
pointed out as the rebel, ran alongside, made her fast to the Lexing-
ton, cut her lines, rounded off into the river; returned and arrived at
Cairo with the prize in tow and delivered her to the commanding
officer of the United States forces at that place. At 10 p. m. standing
up the Ohio River toward Paducah.
August g^.—Convojfed the steamer Belle Creole, of Cincinnati,

above Paducah, the officer of that boat being apprehensive of capture
at that place. Returned to usual anchorage.
August 2Jf.—M 1 a. m. got underway and stood up the Mississippi

for Commerce : arrived at 7 ; found the Tyler at anchor off the town.
Tyler proceeded down to Cairo.
^August 26.—From 6 to 8 p. m. : Some eight or ten shots were fired
from the different houses in Commerce, which were returned from
the boat by one canister and one round shot.
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August 28.—Arrived at Commerce at 7 a. m. Gunboat Tyler left

for Cairo at 8. Steamer Memphis passed down at 5 p. m.
August 29.—Steamer Memphis passed up at 8 : 30 a. m., landed and

gave us papers. Steamer Diadem passed down. Steamer Wash
Graham landed alongside with troops from St. Louis, bound for
Cairo at 11:30. From 4 to 6 p. m.: Proceeded up the river above
Thebes about 5 miles ; rounded to and proceeded down river. Going
down, met the steamer W. H. B. At 6 : 30 came to alongside, received
ordei-s

;
got underway in a few minutes, bound for Cairo.

August 31.—Passed Columbus at 5 p. m. Passed Hickman at 6 : 30,
rounded to a short distance below, and returned past Hickman. At
7 fired two shells a short distance below Columbus, Ky.
September 1.—Steamer Des Moines arrived at Bird's Point at 8 30

a. m. with troops on board. [Steamer] Charles Bowen arrived at

Cairo at -1 p. m. with a company of artillery.

/September 2.—Lying off Norfolk. Steamer G. W. Graham arrived
from Cairo with a regiment of troops and some artillery. At 11 a. m.
she landed two companies, who went out reconnoitering, and on their

return at 1-2 meridian we weighed anchor and proceeded down the
river. Rounded to at Columbus, Ky., at 1 : 30 p. m. and waited for
steamer Graham, to land troops at Belmont, Mo.
/September 4-.—Troops on the Belmont, under Colonel Waagner,

commenced moving at 8 : 30 a. m. Steamer Graham returned at 9, got
underway with the gun shop in tow, and stood down the river. At
10 : 30 came in sight of the rebel gunboat Yankee, about 10 miles below
Columbus; they discovered us and retreated to Hickman, 18 miles
below Columbus. The rebels had a large force stationed at Hickman
and two batteries in front of the town. When within about 4 miles

of Hickman the Yankee opened on us. We returned the fire with
shot and shell, with what effect we could not tell. The batteries on
[shore] also opened fire and we rounded to and stood up the river.

Passed Columbus at 2 : 30 p. m. ; several shots fired from above and
below the town. We returned the fire with one shell and small arms.

At 6 arrived at Cairo.

September 21.—At Mound City. Steamer Rob Roy came up from
Cairo at 10 : 30 a. m. with orders for us to report immediately at Cairo.

Weighed anchor and started at 12 noon. Arrived at Cairo at 12 : 40

p. m. Landed at Graham, wharf boat and lay a few minutes, then de-

parted down the river. At 1 : 20 came to No. 1 island, distance 6

miles ; there found W. H. Brown, John Gait, and Rob Roy [steam-

ers], with troops. Passed down to Norfolk and found D. A. January
with troops ; then went on down as far as Lucas Bend and fired a few
shells along the shore ; then rounded to and proceeded up the river

a few miles and met the transport boats at the head of Island No. 2.

At 3 : 30, lying off the head of Island No. 2, in company with four

other United States boats, loaded with troops. Left at 4 : 20 and pro-

ceded up the river. Arrived at Cairo at 5 : 30.

September 22.—Steamer Rob Roy came alongside at 4:20 p. m.
with Commodore Foote on board. All hands were called on deck

and he addressed officers and men in a few brief, complimentary re-

marks and departed at 4 : 45.

September 24.—At 4 p. m. underway, opposite Caseyville. Passed
Shawneetown at 1:30; found the Stephen Decatur and N. W.
Thomas, loaded with troops. They cast loose and followed after the
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gunboat. An artillery company fired two guns on the shore. Passed

the mouth of the Wabash at 3 : 15 p. m. ; beat to quarters at 3 : 30, just

below Union Town, and stood by the guns until we passed the town.

September 26.—Off Owensboro. At 8 a. m. proceeded up the river

bound for Hawesville and Cannelton. The Curlew No. 2 passed

down at 9 ; the H. V. Gillan and the Storm proceeded down at 10,

lashed together, the Gillan having on board one piece of artillery.

From 8 to midnight : A skiff came alongside with a communication

from Owensboro and returned again in a few minutes.

September 30.—From 4 to 8 a. m.: Lying at Cairo. Took on

board 50 32-pound shell. The steamer Roh Roy departed for Bird's

Point, loaded with troops, at 11 a. m.
October 7.—Off Cairo. At 10 a. m. headed down the Mississippi

Eiver as far as Columbus, where we found the rebels strongly forti-

fied on the top of Iron Bluffs. We, in company with the Tyler, fired

twenty shells at their batteries, which they returned. We then pro-

ceded up the river again at 12.

November 7.—Lying at anchor in Cook's Bend, 8 miles below Cairo.

Got underway, proceeded down the river a short distance, but re-

turned on account of the fog. Calm and clear at 6 a. m. At 7 rounded
to a short distance above Iron Bluffs, the Tyler above us. At 7 : 30
standing off the Missouri shore, commenced landing troops from
the steamers Memphis, Montgomery, Chancellor, Aleck Scott, and
Keystone. At 8 : 45 commenced firing at the rebels on the bluff. Up
to 11 : 30 fired 18 shells and 1 shot. From meridian to 4 ]>. m. : Lying
off Iron Bluffs above Columbus. Clear and pleasant; wind light

from the southwest. Heavy firing on the Missouri shore. • At 2 : 40
the troops began to arrive on shore and embark in the transports.

At 4 the rebels appeared and began to fire on the boats, when they
backed out and retreated up the river. From 4 to 6 p. m : Standing
up the river. Rounded to and started back down the river; went
down a short distance, met more troops, and returned back up the
river. From 6 to 8 p. m.: Lying to on the Missouri shore, taking
on board the Twenty-seventh Illinois Regiment, Colonel Buford. At
7 got all the troops in sight on board. At 7 : 10 the Tyler came up
from where they had been taking on troops. We hauled in our sta-

ging and followed them up the river. At 7 : 30 came to off the steamer
Chancellor, taking on cavalry; they cast loo.se on our arrival and
stood up the river. We got underway again and followed up in the
rear. From 8 to midnight: Underway near Cook's Bend with
Colonel Buford's regiment on board, with several wounded. The
Tyler landed at the head of No. 1 to lay until morning. Clear and
calm. Arrived at Cairo at 10 : 40 and landed at the wharf boat, put
troops ashore, and then anchored off the town at 11 : 45.
November 12.—The steamer Montgomery arrived at 10:30 a. m.

loaded with Government troops. Seventeen cars loaded with
soldiers arrived at 11 a. m.
November 13.~OS Cairo. A barge came in at 1 : 30 p. m. loaded

with infantry and cavalry.
November 14..—The steamer Montgomery arrived from the ISIis-

sissippi at 10 : 45 a. m. loaded with Government troops ; left at 11 : 40
and went over to Bird's Point.
November 18.—Standing up the river. At 1:30 p. m. saw some

rebel cavalry on the Missouri side below Price's Landing.
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November 22.—Ai 8 : 10 a. m. the Tyler came down from Mound
City and came to off Cairo. At 8:40 a boat came off from the
Tyler^ with orders for us to get underway down the river. At 10
stood down the Mississippi, tne Tyler a short distance ahead. At
11 : 20 rounded to at the foot of No. 4, fired 4 shells, then stood up
the river following the Tyler.
December <S.—Off Fort Holt. At 7 a. m. eight of the pontoon

barges came drifting down the river. Several shots were fired from
Fort Holt at them, one 32-pounder shot passing through the side and
lodging in one of the barges. The gunboats Lexington and Tyler
proceeded after them and brought them back. From 8 to meridian

:

Underway up the river with four barges in tow. Arrived at Cairo,
left the barges, and dropped down the river and came to anchor off
Fort Holt at 9 : 30.

December 12.—Off Camp Holt. At 12 : 10 p. m. went up to Cairo,
took on board Captain Stembel and Commodore Foote; stood down
the river to Fort Holt, where the Tyler weighed anchor and both
proceeded down the river as far as Cook's Bend; saw no enemy.
Stood up river and arrived at Fort Holt at 3 : 30 ; met gunboat St.
Louis; stood down the river in company with the Tyler and St.
Loids. Bounded to opposite Norfolk. At 4:30 St. Louis fired two
shots for experiment.
January 2, 1862.—Off Cairo. Coinnuinder Shirk cayii; on board

and took command.
January /.—At 1):30 a. ni. discovered a small steamer off the

foot of Island No. 1, standing down the river. At 10:20 rounded
to off the foot of Island No. 3, in company with the Essex, Tyler,
and tugs. At 10:30 started back up the river. At 11:20 dis-

covered a small rebel steamer coming up round the point above Bel-
mont; came to off the head of Island No. 3. At 11:45 the rebel

steamer still in sight, but out of reach of our guns. At 12 the Essex
fired one of her guns at the rebel steamer, but could not reach her.

January 21.—^At 12 : 20 a soldier came down in a canoe and re-

ported the wagon train some distance farther up the river. Stood
up the river. Arrived at Crown Point at 1 p. m. and found the
train waiting. At 2 got underway ; stood up the river. At 2 : 30 dis-

covered the rebel steamer Dunbar standing up the river ; gave chase,

but could not overtake her. Fired 1 32-pound shot and 2 6-inch shell

at her, but they fell short. At 4 arrived at the foot of Panther Creek
Island. Opened fire 3 miles below Fort Henry; fired 4 rounds.

Rounded to and stood down the river at 4 : 20. Landed at Crown
Point at 5 : 20, where General Smith's brigade is encamped.
January 22.—^At 9 a. m. General Smith came on board

;
got under-

way and stood up the river. At 11 : 10 arrived off the foot of

Panther Creek Island and stood up nearly to the head. Discovered

two steamers at the fort. Fired 2 shot and 3 shell, which were
returned by 1 32-pound shot from the fort. At 11 : 30 stood down the

river.

January 23.—General Smith moved with his forces this morning.

February 4..—Steamers passed up the river with troops.

February 5.—Passed the chain at 6 : 30 a. m., distance from Padu-
cah 15 miles. Saw cavalry encampment at the foot of the chain. At
10 : 15 landed opposite Aurora, where the Chancellor was lying, with

troops on shore. At 10 : 30 the B passed up with troops. At 12 :35



782 NAVAIi FOECBS ON WESTEEN WATEKS.

heard heavy firing; cast loose from shore and stood up the river;

came to anchor at 3 off the flagship Cincinnati, in company with the

St. Louis, Essex, Carondelet, Tyler, and Conestoga, and the trans-

ports City of Memphis, latan, Chancellor, B, Emerald, and the dis-

patch boat Spitfire. The Aleck Scott, January, and Fanny Bullitt

arrived with troops. At 8 : 20 p. m. discovered a bright light at Fort

Henry, supposed to be caused by the rebels destroying something.

February 6.—O'tf Fisher's Laiiding. At 8 : 10 a. m. stood up^the
river a short distance and cast anchor. The Minnehaha came up the

river with troops. At 10 flagship made general signal ; answered it.

At 10:40 flagship made general signal. Weighed anchor and stood

up the river. Arrived off the foot of Panther Creek Island at 12.

From meridian to 4 : Warm and pleasant, wind due west. The flag-

ship Cincinnati opened fire on Fort Henry at 12 : 27 p. m. We com-
menced to fire at 12 : 30 p. m. Fired from No. 1 port gun 29 times,

from No. 2 port gun twice, starboard No. 1 twice. The Essex
dropped down past us at 1 : 10, having been disabled by a rebel shot.

Ceased firing at 1 : ?>•>, the rebel flag being lowered in token of surren-
der. Engagement lasted one hour and eight minutes. We fired 33
rounds. At 1 :40 started up the river in company with the flagship
Cincinnati, St. Lm.iis, Carondelet, Conestoga, and Tyler. Arrived
opposite the fort at 2 : 20 : heard musketiy in the distance. At 2 : 30
several rebeHtofficers came down the river to surrender to the flag-

officer. At 2 : 43 the stars and stripes were once more raised on Ten-
nessee soil. At 5 started up the river iii company with the Tyler and
Conestoga. At 7 the Conestoga stood down the river a short distance
to look at something that was floating down the river. At 7 : 30 sev-
eral musket shots were fired at us from the shore. Beat to quarters
and fired three shots at the bridge. We passed through the bridge
with the Conestoga at 9, leaving the Tifler to watch the bridge. At
10 : 25 passed a rebel steamer on fire, being so far burned that we
could not save her.

February 7.—At 1 : 30 a. m. heard the Conestoga fire a shot and saw
the light of a burning steamer. At 2 : 45 arrived at the wreck of two
burning steamers, and the Conestoga lying iust above. We stopped
there, waiting for the Tyler to come up. The Tyler came up. At 6
stood up the river. At 9 the Canestoga landed at Hawesport and
took down a secession flag. At 10 : 50 landed at Perryville. At 6 : 45
was fired at from the left-hand shore by small arms. 'We all stopped,
and the Conestoga fired one shot from 12-pounder in the direction of
the shot. Sent an armed boat out in the charge of Second Master
Dunn. The Conestoga fired three shots and the" Tyler one.
February 5.—Standing up the Tennessee Eiver. Hove in sight of

Florence, Ala., at 2 : 25 p. m. ; found two steamers on fire. At 2 : 35 a
musket shot was fired from the shore and the Conestoga replied with
a round shot. Another burning steamer came drifting down from
the west bank of the river, with engines reversed and running. At
2

: 41 we turned head downstream to keep out of the way. At 2 : 50
wind blew her into the bank and we turned upstream after the
Conestoga. Arnved at the bridge at 3:35. The Conestoga landed
and we landed under her stern. At 4 : 15 shoved off from shore. The
two wrecks were cast loose and drifted down the river. At 4:30
landed at the bridge and confiscated a lot of provisions.



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS. 783

February 10.—Cerro Gordo Landing, Tenn. At 12 : 15 arrived at

the railroad bridge, and in attempting to pass through the draw with
the Eastport she caught the pier and she swung against the bridge.

February 11.—^At 10 a. m. pulled the Eastport clear of the bridge
and dropped her through. At 2 : 15 dropped through the bridge and
got underway down the river. At 3 arrived off Fort Henry, the
steamers Minnehaha, Hannibal, Emerald, City of Memphis, G. W.
Graham,, Rob Roy, Prairie Rose, and rebel steamer R. M. Patton
lying to at the fort and i\v&.Aleck Scott and Wilson putting* out troops
on the opposite side. The steamer Empress started up river with
some troops and two heavy guns from the fort. Got underway at

3 : 40 and stood down the river. Met the White Cloud at 4, loaded
with troops. At 4:30 met the Fairchild, Baltic, Adams, and Tutt,

with troops for Fort Henry. At 6 passed Birmingham. At 7:05
passed the chain. Met two stemwheel boats loaded with troops.

Fehruary 13.—^Underway up the Mississippi River.

February 16.—On the ways at Carondelet.

Feibniary ££.—^I^anded at St. Louis, Mo., at 5 : 20 p. m.
February 23.—Standing down the river.

February 28.—At 10 p. m. saw the reflection of some large fire on
the left-hand shore some distance from the river, supposed to be

caused bv the rebels destroying some property. At 11 : 30 arrived at

Savannaii, Tenn., and landed under the Tyler. The Izetta landed up
ahead. Sent out pickets and made preparations to stay all night.

March 1.—From meridian to 4: Cloudy, wind south. At Pitts-

burg [Landing?] rebel battery opened fire at 1:08. The Tyler

returned the fire immediately and we opened with No. 1 starboard

gun at 1 : 10. Fired 76 rounds. The rebel battery ceased firing at

1 : 45 p. m., when we ran up close to shore and began to fire grape.

Saw rebels on the hill. Sent the launch and cutter with troops ashore

at 2 : 55 under the charge of Second Master M. Dunn. The rebels

were in strong force under the hills and fired on our men, who were

forced to retreat to their boats and returned on board at 2 : 40, bring-

ing one wounded man belonging to the Tyler. Turned downstream
at 3 : 25. A skiff hailed from shore at 3 : 35, stopped for it to come
alongside ; 3 Union men came on board. On calling the roll we found

3 of our men missing.

March 4.—At 5 a. m. cast loose (from Cairo), got underway down
the river in company with the towboats Erie and Hammitt, towing

the mortar boats. At 6 : 30 arrived at the foot of Lucas' Bend in

sight of Columbus, in company with 5 iron gunboats, 4 mortar boats,

3 towboats, and 1 propeller. At 6:50 the flagship made signal,

which was answered from the other boats. At 7 : 30 the Aleck Scott

and Illinois came down with troops. At 9 the gunboats dropped

below the batteries. At 9 : 50 the dispatch boat Spitfire came up

and reported Columbus evacuated by the rebels and that the Sec-

ond Illinois Regiment had taken possession of the place on Monday
evening. » t.. ,

March 7.—^At 11:05 a. m, came m sight of Pittsburg Landing

and discovered that the rebels had up a flag of truce. Answered

it and sent the cutter on shore in charge of Mr. Dunn to see what

was wanting. Cutter returned in a few minutes with a written com-

munication for Captain Gwin. At 11:45 rounded to and stood
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down the river; no troops in sight. At 12 meridian landed at

Savannah.
March 8.—Landed at Craven's Landing at 6 : 25 p. m. and put on

shore provisions for the Union people wno had been run in by the

secession cavalry.

March 9.—Lying to at Craven's Landing to keep the rebel cavalry

from attacking some of the country people who had fled from their

homes to keep from being pressed into the rebel army. Cast loose

and got underway up the river. At 9 landed at Chalk Bluffs; took

refugees on board and landed them at Savannah. At 1 : 15 left Sa-

vannah with Colonel Worthington and aids on board and stood up
the river. At 2 : 30 p. m. came in sight of Pittsburg Landing and
fired starboard battery, firing 9 rounds. Ceased firing at 2:45; not

receiving any answer, roimded to and stood down the river.

March 10.—A.t 10 : 20 a. m. stood down the river. At 10 : 55 landed
at Chalk Bluffs to try and get some information in regard to the

movements of the rebels. Took on some men that the rebels were in

pursuit of. Landed at Craven's Landing. At 12 the Golden State

came down with troops and landed. At 2 : 50 p. m. stood up the river

with 10 of the Forty-sixth Ohio Volunteers. At 3:40 landed at

Chalk Bluffs and took on board some small arms. Lay a short time
and went up the river. At 5 landed at Savannah, put off the refu-

gees, and made fast to the other shore. At 6 : 25 sent the cutter and
launch to the B. J. Adams and brought oft' men to station out for
pickets. At 6 : 45 they were called in and returned to the Adams.
March 11.—Lying to off Savannah. Golden Gate arrived with

troops. Transports continue to arrive with troops through the day.
March 12.—Underway up the Tennessee River. Passed Pitts-

burg Landing at 1 : 50 a. m. ; fired one 8-inch shell. From 4 to 8

:

.lUongside the Tyler at Boyd's Landing, about 10 miles below East-
port

;
put 150 shells on board of Jier. Stood up river. At 7 : 20 came

in sight of Chickasaw, and the Tyler opened fire on the rebel works.
The fort returned the fire, and we then opened fire on them. Fired
215 rounds. At 8:30 stood down the river after the Tyler. At
10^ 50 fired one shell at Crump's Landing. Landed at Savannah
with the Tyler. From meridian to 4 p. m. : Stood down the river;
met a number of st«amers. At 7 stood off Crump's Landing to
wait for transports. At 10 five transports arrived from Savannah
and commenced landing troops. Fired one 8-inch shell into the
Avoods above where troops were being landed.
March i^.—Last transport arrived at 3:30 a. m. At 7:30 the

Goody Friends came up from Savannah and reported reinforce-
ments coming up. At 8 the transports commenced leaving Cnmip's
Landmg and going to the opposite side for fear of an attack.
March 7^.—Passed Pittsburgh at 4 : 40 p. m. Fired three shell.

Rounded to a short distance above and, in passing down, fired two
shell. Landed a short distance above Cnimp's Landing.
March i5.—Lying to opposite Crump's Landing guarding the

transports.

March 19.—At 9 a. m. landed at Clifton. Sent out Mr. Dimn in
charge of a squad of men and found some contraband goods; had
them hauled to the river and put oh board the Boston. The Boston
St underway and stood down the river and we immediately after.

11:35 landed at East Perryville, Tenn. At 4:10 p. m.' landed
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and destroyed Napier and Weyler's ferry flats. At 5 : 10 landed at

"Wagoner's Ferry and ordered him not to ferry any more. At 5 : 25
passed the /. W. Hillman lying to at the Northwestern Railroad
with troops. At 6 stopped at Eeynoldsville and burned horse ferry-
boat.

March 2^.—At 2 : 55 p. m. came to 4 miles below Eastport, Miss.
The Tyler opened fire on an earthwork on the point of a hill which
has the appearance of a masked battery. We opened fire at 3:05
and fired 24 rounds; receiving no answer, ceased firing at 3:53.
Captain Shirk went on board the Tyler to consult with Captain
Gwin, who reported seeing two guns inside the earthwork. •

March 25.—Landed at Northwestern Railroad, and, after stopping
a few minutes, passed on down the river. At 6 : 35 a. m. met the
Meteor loaded with troops. At 8 met the Fanny Bullitt loaded
with cavalry and artillery.

March 27.—Off Savannah. The D. O. Taylor arrived with troops.

We left at 4 p. m., standing up the river. At 6 : 15 met the Sunshine
with troops. At 6:45 met the Continental with troops. Passed
Decatur Furnace at 12 : 05 ; stopped opposite Clifton and at 1 de-

stroj'ed two ferryboats. At 8 : 45 the A. McDowell landed at Savan-
nah with cavalry on board.
March 29.—At 11:10 a. m. left Perryville, stood up the river;

stopped opposite Patriot and destroyed a ferryboat. Stopped at

Gulp's Landing and destroyed a ferryboat.

March 30.—At 5:25 a. m. standing up the river in company with
the Tyler. At 8 : 10 called to quarters near the rebel battery. After
the Tyler had fired a few shot we returned down the river at 10.

At 11, while passing W^'nn's Landing, several shots were fired at us

from the shore ; we returned the fire with shell and grape. At 12,

meridian, landed at Boyd's Landing. At 2 : 45 the Empress arrived

with troops and cattle.

March 31.—At 10: 15 a. m. came to off the mouth of Horse Creek;

went ashore in launch and destroyed a sm.all ferryboat.

April 1.—^At 6:25 a. m. landed at Moore's; took Mr. Moore on

board by order of Captain Gwin and stood up the river. The
Empress and Tecumseh came up with us at 9:20 with troops on
board. Underway up the Tennessee River, towing the Cairo. At
1 : 30 p. m. cast loose from the Cairo and called to quarters. Com-
menced firing at 1 : 30, and at 2 : 33 the Cairo signaled to cease firing.

We fired 45 rounds without getting any response from the enemy.

Rounded to at 6 : 40 and stood down the river.

April 2.—A.t 8 : 40 a. m. the N. W. Thomas started up the river with

troops.

April 3.—A.t 10 : 30 a. m. stopped at CarroUville and destroyed two

small ferryboats. Passed Clifton; came to off Eagle Nest Island;

sent launch ashore to destroy a small ferryboat.

April 4.—At Pittsburg at 11:50 a. m. The Orescent City and

Planet arrived with troops.

April 5.—Arrived at Crump's at 4: 50 a. m. The McDowell came

down at 5 : 50 and landed with troops. The War Eagle came up with

troops. At 11 the Planet passed with troops. The steamer Fort

Wayne passed up, loaded with pontoon boats.

N W B—VOL 22 50
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April 6.—Off Crump's Landing. From 8 to meridian: Heavy
firing heard all the morning in the direction of Pittpburg. The
John Ramm passed down and reported fighting at Pittsburg. Got
underway and stood down the river and came to a short distance

above Pittsburg, near the Tyler. At 10 : 30 the Tyler stood up the

river and returned. Men coming in report our loss heavy. The firing

still continues without cessation. Several shots have fallen in the

river close to us. Men still coming in, great many of them wounded.

They report that the rebels are getting the better of us on the left

wing. Bounded to at 12:15 and stood down the river. Arrived at

Crump's at 12 : 50. At 1 p. m. the Fort Wayne passed up with pon-

toon boats on board. Arrived at Pittsburg at 4. The Tyler com-

menced shelling the woods at 4 : 15. At 4 : 30 we commenced, fired 12

rounds. At 4:37 stood down the river; stopped opposite Pittsburg

to take Captain Hurd on board. Dropped down after the Tyler at

5 : 45. Hea^'y firing on shore. At 6 the rebels opened fire on Pitts-

burg; we returned it by shot and shell. Fired 32 rounds, when, not

hearing any more firing, we ceased at 6 : 10. Stood down the river

;

everything quiet. Stood up the river and arrived at Pittsburg at

10. At 10 : 15 two transports came up with troops ; 4 boats arrived

with troops.

April 7.—At 1 a. m. went up and took position with the Tyler and
commenced firing one shell every seventeen minutes. Ceased firing

at 5 : 30 ; went on shore and brought off in the cutter a wounded man
belonging to the Twelfth Illinois, and put him aboard the hospital

boat Hannibal. Firing on shore heavy, with cheering all along the

line.

April 11.—Arrived at Hamburg; put some men on shore. Some
rebel cavalry fired upon them. Dropped out in the stream and re-

turned it with shell ; fired three rounds, landed, and took our men on
board.

CONTTEDKRA-TE! RKPORTS AJ?X> CORRESFON'JDKN'CE:.

[Telegram.]

Memphis, April 18, 1861.

It was telegraphed from Washington to Cairo to-day that Cairo
will be made base of operations on the Mississippi Elver, and several
Southern ports will be blockaded.

M. C. Gallowat.
Hon. L. P. Walkeb.

Letter from the governor of Tennessee to the Secretary of War,
regarding the erection of hatteries on the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers.

Executive Department,
Nashville, Tenn., April 22, 1861.

Sik: Your communication of the 19th instant, suggesting the
probability of an invasion of our borders at points along the Ohio
or Mississippi rivers, and requesting the privilege of erecting batter-
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ies at eligible points along the banks of these rivers as a means of
defense, has been received and briefly answered by telegraph. Ap-
preciating the necessity of such defenses as you suggest, I had, pre-
vious to the receipt of your letter, ordered Lieutenant Dunnington,
recently of the United States Navy, to take observations of the river

and report to me the most eligible sites for the erection of one or more
batteries. I have this day written to him at Memphis, and also to

Colonels Wright and Smith, acquainting them with your request,

informing them of my cordial assent to it, and instructing them to

confer with any authorities who may be sent by you there with the
view of facilitating the matter as far as may be within their power.
I fully appreciate your suggestions with regard to our common dan-
gers, and cordially reciprocate your sentiments concerning the mutual
interests, sympathy, and destiny of the citizens of my State and of
your Government. I beg to assure you that I will confer freely and
cooperate most cordiallj' as far as may be within my power in every-

thing looking to a defense of our riglits and an ample redress of any
injuries that may be inflicted.

I have the honor to be, with very great respect,

IsHAM G. Habkis.

Hon. L. P. Walker,
Secretary of War, C. S. A.

[Telegram.]

Memphis, April 26, 1861.

Randolph, [TennJ, is the most eligible situation for a battery to

protect Memphis. Captain [Philip] Stockton considers his instruc-

tions as restricting him to a point nearer Memphis. Will you author-

ize him to exercise his own judgment and construct at Randolph ?

GiD. J. Pillow.

L. P. Walker.

[Telegram.]

Nashville, April 26, 1861.

A boat bound from St. Louis to Nashville, with powder and lead

on board for Tennessee, was captured by the steamer Swallow near

Cairo, said to be by order of the governor of Illinois. Is it abso-

lutely necessary that you withdraw 1,500 of the 3,000 guns sent me
from Louisville?

IsHAM G. Harris.

Hon. L. P. Walker.
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Letter from Majoj' Gorgas, C. S. Army, to the Secretary of War, re-

garding Federal operations on Mississippi River.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Ordnance Office, Montgomery, \^Ala.'], April 29, 1861.

General : I think it my duty to call your attention to what seems

to me the object of the troops now assembling at Cairo.

It is known that 75,000 men have been called out by the United

States Executive, and he has probably 5,000 regulars disposable, per-

haps more, making an aggregate of at least 80,000. Of this levy the

contingents from New England and from New York and Pennsylr

vania (Eastern) are hurrying on to Washington. But none of the

troops from west of the Alleghanies are knoWn to have gone east-

ward. The only rendezvous so far heard of is Cairo. As the levies

on the States north and west of the Ohio and western Pennsyl-
vania must amount to quite one-half of the whole number, it is fair

to presume that 40,000 men are hastening to the Ohio, while the

other lifllf of the levy is covering AVashington.
Assume that they are concentrating at Cairo, as information leads

us to suspect, what can be the object of assembling so formidable a

force? Not, certainly, to hold Cairo and cut off the communication
with St. Louis? So great a force can have but one object—to descend
the Mississippi, take New Orleans, and, with the cooperation of a
fleet, besiege and take Forts St. Philip and Jackson. There would
be no need of protecting their communications, because they would
make the fleet their base of operations, and with New Orleans in their

possession would be unassailable. »

To avoid so great a calamity it would be necessary to fortify some
Soint, as Columbus or Eichmond [Hickman?] (60 or 70 miles above
[emphis), lining the banks of the river with cannon and covering

them with land works—an intrenched camp, capable of holding
30,000 men. With this the passage of the river could not be effected,
and there would be no use in turning such a work, since nothing could
be effected below it without a flotilla.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

.7. GORGAS,
Major, etc., in charge of Engineer Bureau.

Hon. Secretary of War.

[Telegram.]

NAsrt\'iLLE, May 8, 1861.

We need temporarily at Memphis the assistance of several good
artillery officers. We are threatened with an early descent down the
Mississippi with an armament of floating battery. If at your dis-
posal, order them to Memphis at once.

IsHAM G. Harris.

Hon. L. P. Walker.
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Report of Ma'jor-General Pillow, C. S. Army, regarding affairs in

Tennessee.

Headquakters Army of the Tennesseej
Memphis, \_Tenn.,] June ^0, 1861.

I have now in the field all the force we can possibly d,rm. You
have here 2,000 flint-lock muskets, which I ask your permission to
issue. We are in the Confederate States Government, as you know,
by a large majority of the popular vote—say 70,000—and our army
is a part of the forces of the Confederate States, subject to your
orders. I suppose we have 30,000 men in the State who have ten-

dered their services—more than we have the means of arming. Can
you permit me to issue these arms? I telegraphed you some time
since. In reply you said the President had written to Governor
Harris. Governor Harris informs me that he has not received any
letter from the President. I have my defensive works here nearly
completed, and we have on hand in the State about 15,000 armed men,
and this force would be materially strengthened if the Arkansas and
Tennessee troops were under the same officer, so that the forces of
both States could be concentrated upon a threatened approach of the
enemy. With these forces united we could advance in a short
time to the relief of Missouri. I have applied to the governor of
the State for permission to assume the offensive just as soon as I
can be assured of my position here. I am pr« paring to effectually

blockade the river at Randolph by a ship caole chain, supported by
buoys, anchors, etc. This barricade will arrest any fleet of boats
that may attempt a descent of the river under my batteries, so that
my guns will sink and burn them up with hot shot. I have six bat-

teries, mounting about thirty heavy guns, completed. All my de-

fensive works will be completed this week, and I can be prepared to

advance to the assistance of Missouri in a few days. I can dislodge

the Cairo forces, and will do it if authority is given for that purpose
and I am allowed to use the Arkansas forces. Before assuming the

offensive, I deem it prudent to strengthen the forces at Union City, as

I shall require a portion of that force to go forward. Please answer
as promptly as your other engagements will permit and say if I can
be allowed to i^ue the flint-lock muskets ; and if I can advance into

Missouri, turning Kentucky; and if the forces at Corinth and Ar-
kansas can be placed under my orders for a forward movement. I

send this dispatch by Major [John D.] Martin, who will apply to

you for authority to raise a regiment for the service of the Confed-
erate States. He is a talented and highly accomplished officer and
gentleman, and I warmly recommend him as fitted to command a reg-

mient, and hope you will commission him.
With great respect, your obedient servant,

GiD. J. PlLI/)W,

Major-General, Commanding Army of Tennessee.

Hon. L. P. Walker,
Secretary of War, O. S.

P. S.—If the President has not yet ordered the McRae up, let it be

done as promptly as possible. They have an armed steam tug at

Cairo that is sweeping the river above my batteries, seizing all the
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steamboats, completelv controlling everything out of reach of my
batteries. Thev, to-night, seized the steamer Kentucky, belonging

to this city. We can not approach the Missouri shore, and yet my
Government has iust approved of my purpose to co forward to the

relief of Missouri. I must have the support of the Corinth forces

and the Arkansas troops. Give me power and I will advance to the

relief of Missouri.
GiD. J. Pillow,

Major-General, Commanding Army of Tennessee.

Report of Acting Master Mills, C. S. Navy, regarding the purchase

of arms.

Memphis, Tenn., June 26, 1861.

I hereby acknowledge the receipt of the requisition for $10,000,

made out in my favor and forwarded to this place. The delay at-

tending the arrival of this draft prevented my purchasing as many
arms as I had engaged ; but there are several persons in the market
purchasing arms, and the owners of them in many of them were
unwilling to refuse the ready money offered by purchasers and keep

the arms waiting the arrival of my draft. I have, however, suc-

ceeded in purchasing a few rifles here, and have shipped them to

Fort Smith.
I shall leave the city to-morrow for South Carolina and North

Carolina. In the latter State I expect to procure all the rifles I need.

I shall keep the Department at all times advised of my whereabouts,

and hope to be able to report at Richmond in a month from now.
1 am, sir, your obedient servant,

Thos. B. Mills,
C. S. Navy.

Hon. L. P. Walker,
Secretary of War.

Letter from Lieutenant Brown, 0. S. Navy, to Major-General Polk,

C. S. Army^ regarding measures on foot for procuring ordnance
and ammunition.

Richmond, Va., July 30, 1861.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I will go to Norfolk
Tuesday evening with an order on the commandant there for fifty

heavy 32-pounder guns, and that I shall hurry these West as quickly
as I can. I beg leave further to add that there are reports here of
extraordinary preparations going on on the Ohio River in the way
of gunboats. I fear that the workshops of New Orleans will be
taxed to the utmost to supply gun carriages for defenses below.
Possibly at Holly Springs, at Florence, Ala., and Nashville they
may be able to aid us in preparing such carriages. No time is to b»e

lost with regard to our river fortifications. I have 500 shells ordered
from Pensacola—the fuzes go from here—and I have the prospect
by October of a battery of rifled 30-pounders. Powder is the great
want, and they are actually looking to Tennessee to supply this part
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of the country. Can we not continue to draw some supply of this
article from above? I sent a telegraphic message to-day announcing
my success so far regarding the guns.

I am, very respectfully,

I. N. Brown,
Lieutenant, G. S. Navy.

Major-General Polk,
Comdg. Department No. 2, Memphis, Tenn.

Letter from Lieutenant Brown, C. S. Navy, to Major-General Polk,
G. S. Army, regarding the disposition of guns.

Norfolk, Va., August 2, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to state for your information that there will
be some little delay in getting the fifty guns forward for want of
transportation. It will, perhaps, be to-day week before the last ship-
ment can go from here. I regret to find that these guns will have to
be transferred at Bristol, Tenn., to other cars, by which some further
delay will be experienced. I shall go to Richmond on Monday to
ask from President Davis an order for a share for our river defenses
of the many fine things preparing here for the enemy. Had vour
requisition been delayed but a few days, the last gun would perhaps
have gone from here to defend some creek or inlet which I have
never heard of, and which, if the enemy were so idle as to think of
entering, could have no influence upon the fate of the war. .1 fear
that all the best gims have gone to places of secondary importance,
and that the best projectiles are to follow in the same direction. To
divert some of them to our own part of the country I will (though
not specially authorized by you) do what Lean. I wish that tne
chief of ordnance for department No. 2 could contract for seasoned
ash timber to make rammers and sponge staffs and heads. This
timber might be fire-seasoned in a few days. I am sure we should
have a strong battery near the Narrows [Mississippi River?], at

the lower part of Randolph Bluffs, and this without weakening the
Fulton defenses. Professor Maury, C. S. Navy, tells me that ne is

coming West to plant submarine batteries or magazines. There is no
place from Cairo to New Orleans, in my opinion, so suitable for these

as at the lower point of the Randolph Bluffs. I took the liberty of
saying something in my note from Richmond regarding the general

scarcity of powder, which is to be, I fear, the most serious want of
the Confederacy. If there should be any additional supplies received

from the Ohio country, I hope the Ordnance Department may think

of subjecting it to proof trial before paying for it. If in these notes,

which I may take the liberty of addressing to you, I should some-
times seem to go beyond the strict bounds of my official position, I
trust that you will see in my doing so no want of respect for your
superior authority and information, but a zeal only to do what 1 can
for our cause.

I am, very respectfully,

I. N. Brown,
Lieutenant, G. S. Navy.

Major-General L. Polk,
Gom,dg. Department No. 2, Memphis, Tenn.
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[Telegram.]

Memphis, August 3, 1861.

(Via Chattanooga.)

I am informed that three of the gunboats built at Cincinnati came
over the falls at New Albany, where they were to complete their

armament and drop down at once to Cairo. Seven steamboats loaded
with troops left St. Louis yesterd^ for Bird's Point and Cairo.

Fremont is concentrating a force at Cairo and Cape Girardeau. My
force ffreatly needs strengthening. Will you not order [Daniel K.]
Eusseu's and the other Mississippi regiments and any other forces at

your command in the State of Alabama or Mississippi or Louisiana,

that are disposable, to report to me without delay? Kussell's has
not yet moved. Will you please replj^ to my application for a quar-
termaster? I have none, and Captain Stockton has been detailed

as my inspector-general, and I have detailed Major [Lewis G.]
De Russy to act in his place as chief of engineers. The latter is not
available, therefore, as quartermaster. I have nominated Mr. A. S_
Shepherd as quartermaster with the rank of major. Mr. S. is the best
man I can procure for that office. I propose also to have trans-
ferred to the Confederate service the ordnance corps of Tennessee.
As it stands it is very efficiently organized, and we want it all for
supplying any order and the neighboring commands. I wish Cap-
tain M. H. Wright, late of the United States Ordnance Corps, to be
my chief, if possible. I should like their appointments immediately.
I have again to urge on the Department to send me more troops.

L. Polk.
Hon. L. P. Walker.

Letter from Major-General Polk, G. S. Army, to the Secretary of
the Navy, requesting that Lieutenant Carter, C. S. Navy, he per-
mitted to remain in his department.

Columbus, Kr., September £5, 1861.

Sib: I am to-day in receipt of your orders, through Captain
Buchanan, directing Lieutenant J. II. Carter, C. S. Navy, to report
to Flag-Officer Hollins for duty at New Orleans. I desire to say that
I have respectfully to request, if the interests of the service will not
be compromised by it, that Lieutenant Carter be permitted to remain
on duty in this department.
The gunboats the enemy have now in the Mississippi River are

giving us most serious annoyance, and I find it indispensable, to
check their movements and to protect our transports, to have an
armed boat under my command. Without its aid our operations
would be very seriously obstructed, if not to an extent paralyzed. As
a necessity, therefore, I have purchased a strong river boat, which I
have secured at a low cost, and have sent it to New Orleans, under
the care of Lieutenant Carter, to be cut down and prepared for an
armament.
This work is now nearly completed, and as Lieutenant Carter,

who has been some time past in service in this region, has a knowl-
edge of our wants and how to meet them, I have respectfully to rep-
resent that I should be glad to have him continued under "my com-
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mand for the purpose of taking charge of this gunboat, and that he
be relieved from the operation of the order above alluded to.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

L Polk,

Hon. S. R. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.

Major-GeTieral^ Commanding.

Report of Major-General Polk, C. S. Army, requesting the services

in his defartment of Lieutenant Maury, G. S. Navy.

Headquarters First Division Western Department,
Columbus, Ky., October 10, 1861.

Sir : I feel constrained to urge upon you the necessity of at once
furnishing me an officer familiar with the subject of submarine bat-

teries and capable of a practicable application of this species of de-

fense to the Mississippi River.

I have had some correspondence with Lieutenant M. F. Maury in

relation to this matter, and while it would be personally gratifying

to me, I think the public good would be greatly promoted by his

being ordered to report for duty to these headquarters.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. Polk,
Major-General, Commanding.

Hon. J. P. Benjamin,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.

Letter from Major-General Polk, C. S. Army, to the Secretary of
the Navy, regarding the preparation of a gunboat and crippling

of two Federal vessels.

Headquarters First Division Western Department,
Columbus, Ky., October 10, 1861.

Under the pressing emergencies of the service on this river, I

ordered the alteration and arming of a steamer that was built very

staunch to serve as a gunboat. This boat, of which I have written

you, is being altered and armed under the direction of Lieutenant

Carter, who, by your order, has been allowed to remain with me
and complete it. It will be out next week and ready for its guns,

and it is so necessary that I have resolved to devote certain guns I

obtained for land batteries to her use.' These she will take on at

Memphis, and will be ready in a few days thereafter for service.

Two of the enemy's gunboats came down to this place two days ago

and opened fire on the batteries I was putting into position, shelling

and throwing round shot. Their fire was returned with vigor and

with such success as to cripple them both. One of them, we are in-

formed, sank about 10 miles above this, and the other was so much
injured as to be obliged to be relieved of her armament. Had the.

boat Lieutenant Carter is now building been on hand, we should

have been able to capture or destroy them both.
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The expense of the construction of Lieutenant Carter's boat, I

am informed, is moderate, and the work remarkably well done.

It will be necessary to make provision for the payment of the ex-

penditures incurred in the construction, and I write to say that I

shall be obliged by your indicating the mode in which these expendi-

tures are to be provided for,

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. Polk,
Major-General, Commanding.

Hon. S. R. Mallort,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from Major-General Polk, C. S. Army, to the Secretary of
the Navy, requesting the purchase and fitting of three steamers
on Western rivers.

Headquarters First Division Western Department,
Columbus, Ky., October 16, 1861.

Sir: I am very much in need of additional boats to operate upon
the Mississippi, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers. I can purchase
one on the Mississippi River, a very fine boat, for $20,000 ; one on the
Tennessee River for $12,000, and another on the Cumberland River
for about the same amount. These can speedily be converted into
armed gunboats. They are indispensable to our defenses.
Will you please order their purchase and armament immediately?

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. Polk,
Mnjor-General, Commanding.

Hon. S. R. Mallort,
Secretary of the Navy, Bichmond, Va.

Semi-official report of Brigadier-General Alcorn, C. S. Army, giving
general advices regarding operations of the enemy and Confederate
organization in Kentucky.

Headquarters,
Camp HopkinsvUle, October 21, 1861.

Sir : I had the honor to send you dispatch this morning. The gun-
boat Conesf.oga passed up to Canton or Linton Saturday, took 1,000
barrels of flour, and passed down again Sunday, I suppose to Smith-
land. [James S.] Jackson's force at Owensborough is increasing;
has 300 or 400 cavalry constantly scouring the country around him'.
Our friends are suffering greatly. Jackson is receiving large sup-
plies of small arms, Minie muskets, Colt and Enfield rifles; three
steamboats, as my spy says, are now discharging at that place; muni-
tions are being sent in quantities to Hartford from Calhoun. The
enemy is active, and unless you can move soon in that direction, the
pork, bacon, wheat, all subsistence upon which we rely in that direc-
tion, will be lost to us. A movement to Madisonville, Calhoun, Hen-
derson, and Owensboro promptly made would give us the whole
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country. If this can not be done, then the country will be a barren
tresisure when acquired.

The Kentuckians still come in small squads. I have induced the
most of them to go in for the war. This requires about three speeches
a day. When thus stirred up, they go almost to a man. Since I have
found that I can't be a general, I have turned recruiting agent and
sensation speaker for the brief period that I shall remain. By all

means supplies and equipments, if any are to be had, should be sent
to this post. I now have about 250 war men, without arms, camp
equipage, or an3'thing else.

My quartermaster is out of money, and can't obtain it, except on
personal security. At Nashville he obtained $7,000, of which I ad-
vised you, in this way : Happening to meet a responsible acquaintance
in that city. This, I submit, ought to be a post or it ought not.

Major fJames W.] Hewitt has returned. My command is now
mustered into the service, except about 60 sick at Clarksville, who will

not muster in (although I have written them) until they see me.
When I can see them, they will muster in. I can do this as I return
home. I know they will do as I say.

Ijet me impress upon you the necessity of sending a competent
officer to command this post; the senior colonel is disqualified; the
army will be demoralized under his command; he is clever enough
but is indolent, and requires to be looked after. I had about as soon
be shot as to leave here, but would rather be shot than remain a
hermaphrodite in the service. I have a young man now under arrest

for making or using threatening and abusive language on the streets

toward myself and the army; among other things, that he intended
to shoot myself. Such language should not be permitted, and I shall,

unless I find imprisonment at hard labor sufficient to suppress it, make
some examples of severity that will be sufficient for the purpose. It

is openly avowed that our indulgence results from our conscious

weaknes.s. The course of indulgence pursued, you will find, must be

changed ; sooner or later it must be changed. This you will find, I

think, the sooner the better. I don't think I am disposed to tyranny,

but a sensible, firm, efficacious, decisive, and prompt authority is

necessary to the occasion. I make suggestions, believing that I may
do so without offense; always obedient, however, to my superiors.

I hope you will pardon my liberty with you in thus writing to you

direct rather than through the adjutant, as my correspondence is not

intended to be classified as reports.

Kespectfully, yours, etc.,

J. L. Alcorn,
Brigadier-General.

Brigadier-General S. B. Buckner, C. S. Army,
Bowling Green, Ky.
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Report of Colonel Allison^ 0. S. Army, of an attach on Camp Joe
Undei'wood, Ky., October 2^, 1861.

Hdqs. Twenty-fourth Reg't Tenn. Vols.,

Cave City, Ky., October 25, 1861.

Sir: In compliance with your order I left Cave City on the 23d
instant at 4 p. m. for Camp Joe Underwood, a distance of 25 miles,

with the following force: 250 infantry. Twenty-fourth Regiment
Tennessee Volunteers ; 120 Tennessee cavalry, under Captains [Oliver
P.] Hamilton and [Jacob B.] Biffle, and one piece of artillery, under
the command of Lieutenant , and arrived at the camp of the

enemy the next morning about 5 o'clock. Our advance guard was
fired upon by the enemy's pickets, and a general slrirmish ensued,
when the entire force under my command charged upon the camp,
routing the enemy, capturing 14 prisoners, 3 of whom were released
upon a parole of honor by me ; the others were delivered to you. A
number of the enemy were wounded and several reported killed.

All the officers and men under my command acted bravely. We
returned to Cave City on the 25th without the loss or injury of a man.
The following contraband articles and property were captured, to

wit: 1 gray horse, 11 muskets, 3 rifles, a small lot of ammunition, 3
drums, a lot of knives, etc., besides other articles that have never
come into my possession. All of the above articles, etc., are subject to
your order.

Kespectfully submitted.

R. D. Allison,
Colonel, Commanding.

Major-General Hardee.

A-pfointment as acting midsfdpman, C. S. Navy, from, the Secretary
of the Navy to Edward A. Swain.

C. S. Navy Department,
Richmond, October 31, 1861.

Sir: You are hereby informed that the President has appointed
you an acting midshipman in the Navy of the Confederate States,
and you are requested to notify this Department of your acceptance
of the appointment.
Should you accept the appointment, vou will proceed to New

Orleans and report to Flag-Officer George N. Hollins, C. S. Navy, for
duty; and you will be careful to continue your studies and prepare
yourself for examinations to be held hereafter, when, if found quali-
fied, you will receive the appointment of midshipman in the C. S.
Na-vy.

S. R. Mallort,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Midshipman Edward A. Swain, C. S. Navy,
Richmond, Va.
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Letter from G. A. Henry, esq., to General Johnston, G. S. Army,
regarding conditions at Forts Henry and Donelson.

CLAnKSviixE, November 1, 1861.

Dear General : I returned home last night from Forts Henry and
Donelson, where I went in company with Major Gilmer. Fort Henry
is in fine condition for defense, the work admirably done, as Major
Gilmer thinks, and the first regiment, under Colonel Heiman, the
Tenth Tennessee, the very best I have seen in the service. They are
healthy, and in fine discipline. I am glad to make this report, and
to say the Information I gave you lately was based on an untruthful
representation made by the major of that regiment, who was forced
to resign his position. I now think, from a personal inspection, it is

one of the best regiments in the Tennessee Ime.
Fort Donelson is in very bad condition. No work has been done

of any account, though Lieutenant Dixon, a young officer of great
energ}', will soon, I hope, have it put in a fine state of defense, unless
Major Gilmer shall determine to fortify Lineport instead.. He and
Dixon were to go to-day to inspect that point and to determine which
position should be fortified. I left them last night at 10 o'clock at

Dover. Dixon returned yesterday from an expedition down the
river, where he had gone to blockade it by sinking old barces in the
channel. Two were sunk at Line Island, and six at Ingram's Shoals,
some 10 niiles below. Captain Harrison, an old steamboat captain,

familiar with this river, concurs with Dixon that the work is

effectually donev They think it will be impossible for gunboats to

pass Ingram's Shoals even when the Avater is 10 feet higher than it

is now. It seems to me the guns at Donelson, if well manned, would
be amply sufficient to defend this river against the Lincoln gunboats.
Though Donelson is unfortunately located on the river, it certainly

possesses great natural advantages against a land attack. A succes-

sion of deep ravines nearly surround it, including 10 or 15 acres of
land thickly lined with trees in the right place, wnich, if felled with
the tops outward, would protect it against cavalry, the approach of
artillery, and almost of infantry. This is my military opinion. I

rather think it will be supported by Major Gilmer's.

With great respect, your friend,

G. A. Henry.

General A. Sidney Johnston.

• Dixon reported the gunboats in sight when he finished the work at

Ingram's Shoals and came up the river.

Letter from W. B. Machen, esq., to General Tilghman, G. S. Army,
regarding a reconnaissance in the direction of Gumherland River.

Princeton, Ky., November 1, 1861.

Dear Sir : I proceeded yesterday in the direction of the supposed

fortification on Cumberland. When within about 12 miles of the

point I met the citizens of the country fleeing from their homes with

terrible rumors of a Northern army marching through the country

in the direction of Hopkinsville from some point on the river, but



798 NAVAL. FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

could gather nothing reliable from any source, except that the

Southern troops had left, carrying off their cannon. I remained

until night in that region, and then turned to this point. Here I

learn that they had obstructed the river at Ingram's Shoals and had

reembarked their guns and gone up the river. The gunboat came

up to the obstruction and fired a good many heavy guns, but for what

purpose is not known. She left and went down below Eddyville, and

possibly out of the river. She is a new boat, and has the appearance

of being much more formidable than those heretofore in the river,

mounting much heavier guns. I am starting to Eddyville, and, if

successful, will be able to give you a more satisfactory detail on my
return, which will be as soon as practicable. No troops left, so far as

I can learn, though much alarm exists about it. I was unable to

get hold of information upon which I could rely so as to send a

messenger last night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. B. Machen.
General Lloyd Tilghman.

Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Haynes, C. S. Army, regarding the

obstruction of the Cumberland River at Ingrain's Shoals.

Nashville, Tenn., Novernber'2, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that the obstruction at Eddy
Shoals, or Ingram's Bar, was completed Wednesday last by sinking

three barges, 120 by 27 by 8, filled with stone; also two smaller

ones near the bar. This obstruction is complete against the gunboats
for any rise less than about 12 feet OA'er present stage. These
boats contain about 1,200 tons of stone, and the boats themselves are

made of 6-inch scantling. It may be possible that in a few weeks
the current which sets in over the head of the bar between the sunken
boats may wash out a channel. If so, it can be easily closed by
sinking a small boat in the new channel. Lieutenant-Colonel
MacGavock, commanding at Fort Donelson, furnished a company
of cavalry, three of infantry, and four pieces of artillery to protect
the working party, but no enemy appeared. Captain [Lieutenant]
Dixon, Engineers, had charge of the force, and Captain H. H.
Harrison was intrusted with the sinking of the boats. Two barges
were also sunk at Line Island, effecting a barrier there, which may be
made complete by sinking a small boat at the head of the island to
close a small interval. The people on the river above Eddyville
to Dover, 45 miles, are generally enthusiastic for the South, but a
few Lincolnites are scattered about, who eagerly carry the news to
Smithland. Captain Dixon and Major Gilmer, of the Engineers,
are examining the site at Lineport, with a view to fortifying it.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

Milton A. Haynes,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Artillery,

General A. Sidney Johnston, C. S. Army,
Bowling Green Ky.
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Letter from Samuel Tate, esq., to General Polk, C. S. Army, regard-
ing general matters.

Memphis, November 6, 1861.

Dear Sir: I go to New Orleans to-morrow with Captain Hunt,
with a hope of being able to make some arrangement by which we
may get a large lot of the things now most needed. I can hardly
hope to accomplish all that our friend Richmond desires and is

willing to attempt, yet we mav do something, and anything now is

that much in a close place. I fearn that the gunboat FIaward is now
due here. There are six 32-pounder guns and one 8-inch columbiad
that Captain Hunt tells me are for her. I wish .we had a dozen such
boats. If we had, I should feel safe. I hope you will not cease
your efforts until you get the chain cables now here in place, and as
many submarine batteries planted as you think necessary to blow all

the Lincoln gunboats out of the Mississippi River. I think we have
no positive insurance against these gunboats except in the submarine
batteries. These will do, I know. I learned from Mr. Morgan, at

Nashville on Saturday last, that they were making 2,800 pounds of
powder there daily. Mr. Thomas Lee, of New Orleans, assures me
they are malring 6,000 pounds daily at that place. The only fear is

want of saltpeter, and we have enough of that to keep things going
for thirty or forty days, by which time we will have some of our
largest caves in operation in Arkansas, besides many of smaller note

at other points. Besides this, I think our ports will be open in forty

days, and we will be able to get what we want. Then we can fight

the North for ten years and make money by it. The Federal fleet is

bombarding Port Royal, but as far as heard from we have the best

of it. We are looking with great anxiety to hear further from the

fleet. We expect to near of a great battle between Price and Mc-
Culloch and Fremont. Our advices assure us Price and McCuUoch
have made the trip and got together at Neosho with 37,000 men, and
Fremont is at Springfield with about 40,000. We have no fear of the

result. General, don't forget or neglect the submarine batteries.

They are the thing, and should not be delayed. You must make them
give you plenty of powder for Fort Pillow and Columbus. A failure

to have this thing needful would ruin everything and bring ruin and
disgrace upon us all. The month of November will be memorable
and bloody.
My best T^ishes for your success and triumph.

Sam. Tate.

General Polk.

Report of Major Gilmer, C. S. Engineers, regarding the defenses

of the Cumherland River.

Nashville, Tenn., November 3, 1861.

Sir : I have the honor to report my arrival at this place last even-

ing about 9 o'clock by way of the Cumberland River. After making

a careful examination of the country around Clarksville and the Cum-
berland River as low down as Lineport, 15 miles below Fort Donel-

son, I have now to report as follows, viz

:

* * * * * *
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Second. As to the defenses of Cumberland River below Clarks-
ville, they should be at least as low down as Fort Donelson. Our
efforts for resisting gunboats should be concentrated there, and to

this end Captain Dixon will do everything in his power to hasten
forward the works at that point. Lineport, 15 miles below, presents

many advantages for defending the river, but as the works at Fort
Donelson are partially built, and the place susceptible of a good
defense landward, I advised Captain Dixon to retain the position

and construct the additional defenses as rapidly as possible. To ob-

struct the Cumberland at points below Donelson, old barges and flats

have been sunk at Ingram's Shoals, a few miles above Eddjrville, and
at Line Island, 3 miles below Lineport. In all ordinary stages of
water the obstructions render the river impassable for gunboats, and
for any other boats at this time. Such, at least, is the judgment of
Captain Dixon, who superintended the sinking of the barges.

« * * * « 41 4>

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. F. Gilmer,
Major, and Chief Engineer Western Department.

Lieut«nant-Colonel W. W. Mackall,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Memorandum extract from Guthrie papers.

John Julius Guthrie, lieutenant-commanding, C. S. Navy, was
ordered to assume command of the steamer Red Rover, purchased at
New Orleans, La., for $30,000, this day, November 7, 1861.
Was ordered to proceed to Memphis, Tenn., November 25, 1861, or

other place to meet the floating battery New Orleans. Joined her
near Columbia, Ark., and arrived at Columbus, Ky., December 11,
1861.

^ '

Second Assistant Engineer William Heron reported for duty
November 6, 1861, for Red Rover.
Third Assistant Engineer James Waters reported for duty on Red

Rover November 7, 1861.
Third Assistant Engineer John [W.] Dorsey reported for duty on

Red Rover November 6, 1861.

Report of General Johnston, C. S. Army, regarding the propoae.d
operations of the enemy in Kentucky, and referring to the condi-
tion of Confederate defenses.

Headquarters Western Department,
Bowling Green, [Ky.'\, November 8, 1861.

Sir: The great superiority of the enemy's force has enabled him
to place a heavy column, estimated at 20,000 men, in front of me,
and to concentrate auxiliary forces of Kentuckians, supported by
J^ederal troops, on my right and left, threatening flank movements.
One of these movements has for its object Nashville, Tenn., which
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is one of our principal depots, where large supplies of subsistence
tor the army east and west are accumulated and valuable manufac-
tories of arms, powder, clothing, etc., are established and in successful
operation. The object of the other movement is the breaking up
of the Memphis and Ohio Railroad and the occupation of Clarks-
ville, Tenn., which, if effected, turns the right of the columns under
(jeneral Polk's command.
The effectiveness of the force here is considerably diminished by

sickness (in most cases measles), and the same cause has left but a
small portion of General Tilghman's command at Hopkinsville, Kv.,
fit for duty.
These considerations have induced me to draw 5,000 men from

General Polk's command to cover the defenses of Clarksville. The
Cumberland River defenses will also be thus provided for, besides
enabling me to drive back the forces of the enemy concentrating at
Hartford, north of Green River, designed I think to operate against
Clarksville and Russellville, both of which are on the Memphis and
Ohio Railroad.
Three regiments will garrison the fort at Columbus. After de-

ducting them and the force ordered to Clarksville ten or eleven thou-
sand effective men will he left under General Polk's command a
sufficient force for the defense of his front for the present, but much
less than I would suggest for the contin^ncies of the future.
The country between Columbus and tiie Tennessee River is gen-

erally covered by a hea\'y forest, Avith undergrowth, and is inter-
sected by numerous roads. It can be defended by a force inferior to
the invading force. I am not apprised that the" force of the enemy
which may he put in motion in his front is superior to that of General
Polk.
The ironclad gunboats of the enemy have appeared in the Cumber-

land River, but were prevented from ascending higher than near
Eddyville by obstructions lately placed there by order of General
Polk. Boats loaded with stones and sunk on the shoals have also
been placed in the river at Lineport.
Twelve miles above Lineport is the site of Fort Donelson. By

this time it is in a state of defense, having, besides other guns of less
caliber, four 32-pounders and a sufficient garrison. I have also sent
to that point four other 32-pounder guns.

Fort Henry is located on the Tennessee River about 12 miles from
Fort Donelson. It is a strong work and sufficiently garrisoned by
an excellent regiment. There is a small supporting force at each of
these forts, consisting, at Fort Donelson, of one regiment of cavalry,
and at Fort Henry of one regiment of infantry.

I find it extremely difficuR to acquire reliable intelligence of the
movements of the enemy except that which the activity of our scouts
enables them to furnish, and would be glad to have $5,000 deposited
in a Nashville bank to my credit for secret service.

I beg leave to ask that the staff of the disbursing department, par-
ticulany the commissary department, may be supplied at the earliest

practicable moment with money.
Extensive preparations have and are being made at Nashville

under the medical director for the accommodation of the sick, who
N W B—VOL 22 51
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will be sent to that place at the rate of 250 per day, and more if

practicable, till they are conveyed hence.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. S. Johnston,
General, G. S. Army.

Hon. J. P. Benjamin,
Secretary of War.

This letter has been delayed in consequence of the cutting the

direct railroad communication.
Since this was written General Polk has gained a victory over the

Federal troops opposite Columbus. They were routed with great
loss, and I now consider his situation better than before the conflict.

The movements of the enemy now clearly indicate the correctness

of the views expressed in the first part of this dispatch. I therefore

find still greater reason for bringing forward the troops ordered
from Columbus. Their movement has been delayed -by the battle,

but I hope they will be in time to anticipate the enemy. I have
received information that a gunboat of the enemy has been enabled
by a rise in the Cumberland to pass over the obstructions placed in
the river.

,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. Johnston,

General, G. S. Army.

Letter from Brigadier-General Pillow, G. S. Army, to Colonel Bowen,
G. S. Army, regarding measures for repelling expected attack of
the enemy upon Golumbus, Ky.

Headquarters First Division "Wkstern Department,
Golumbus, Ky., November 16, 1861.

Colonel: I thank you for the intelligence afforded by your dis-
patch. Its contents are confirmed by that received from all other
sources. The enemy is making preparations upon a large scale to
invest this place. My opinion is that he will aim to avoid a conflict
or assault on our works, but will surround my position, cut off
our supplies, and aim to reduce the place by distress, at the same
time harassing us with his gunboats. To provide for this state of
things I have procured the fleet of Commodore Hollins, consisting of
four gunboats and two floating batteries, mounting in all about 50 or
CO guns. I am making extraordinary efforts to prepare for the
enemy s reception. If you have not yet destroyed the cars, I am
willing for you to exercise your discretion as to the time of doine
so, but do not take too much risk upon that subject. For the enemy
to get possession of the cars would be a great point gained by hini.
It the enemy should throw his forces around my position and cut off
communication with you (a possible contingency), you must be pre-pared to advance upon and attack him in rear; or, in certain con-
tingencies, to dash upon Paducah (if its garrison should be greatly
reduced) and seize tliat place. In other words, confidin.r much inyour judgment, you mustliave and exercise a large discretion. I willkeep you advised as well as I can of the condition of things here andyou must aid me in doing so. With the fleet of gunboats we wfllde
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stroy the enemy in the end, biit we will have hard fighting and plenty
of it. If you do not want Wickliffe's command, we can use him here
most advantageously, but you must so fortify your position as to be
able to maintain your own ground, and, ii necessary, assail him
around mine. I speak of WiadiflFe, because Captain King said you
did not want Wickliffe unless he and King could or would unite their
commands.

Gideon J. Pillow,
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding.

Colonel John S. Bowen,
Camp Beauregard.

[Telegram.]

Headquakters First Division Western Department.
Columbus, Ky., November 22, 1861.

We know we shall be attacked soon. The enemy's gunboats came
down to-day, made a grand flourish, but did not come within reach
of our guns. It is impossible to form any correct idea of his move-
ments, but you can not get up your forces too soon—I fear not soon
enough. We can and will hold the position unless we are invested
and starved out, and I am exerting every possible effort to get sup-
plies. I have enough now for one month.

GiD. J. Pillow,
General.

IsHAM G. Harris,
Governor of Tennessee, Nashville, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Columbus, November 22, 1861.

I shall want 600 stand—wanted for regiment at Fort Pillow.

Commodore Hollins, whose fleet I have asked for of the Secretary

of the Navy, is here with one of his boats ; the whole, six in number,

are expected in the next two or three days.

I am fortifying near Madrid.******
L. Polk.

Colonel Mackall.

Letter from Brigadier-General Pillow, G. S. Army, to the governor

of Tennessee, regarding the movement of reinforcements.

Headquarters First Division Western Department,
Columbus, Ky., November 25, 1861.

Fifteen thousand reinforcements of the enemy had reached Cairo

and others were at St. Louis, awaiting transportation, on Saturday.

They commenced returning up the river to-day. We have informa-
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tion that General Price is advancing on St. Louis. This explains

the counter movement, and, I think, will prevent the threatened

movement on this place until the winter will close in. We have

about completed our defenses, making this place impregnable when
sustained with gunboat fleet and with forces near Union City. You
may now take time to organize your forces, gather your arms, and
largely increase the volunteer forces, holding over the country the

call for the militia. Many men will volunteer to avoid the odium
of being forced into the service. I deem this important informa-

tion for you to possess that you may shape your course accordingly.

GiD. J. PnJX)W.
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army, Commanding.

Governor Harris,
Nashville, Tenn.

Burning of the C. S. gunboat Tuscarora, November 23, 1861.

[Extract from the Memphis Avalanche, November 26, 1861.]

The Confederate gunboat Tuscarora, while coming up the river

last Saturday, was discovered to be on fire about half past 12 o'clock,

about 15 miles this side of Helena. The flames when first discovered
were burning at the forward end of the boiler and directly under the
wheelhouse.
The wind was blowing aft very strong, and the flames, despite the

efforts that were made to suppress them, spread with fearful rapidity.
The boat was run ashore as soon as possible. By this time the whole
boat was in flames. The engineer opened the water pipes imme-
diately, so as to save the magazine. He had hardly time to knock
out a bulkhead and jump into the water before the shells in the
forward and aft shell locker commenced exploding. The crew tried
to throw the powder in the magazine overboard, but had not time to
do so, the explosion of the sheUs commencing in seven minutes after
the flames were first discovered.

The captain and all the crew escaped unhurt. The explosion of the
shells set the negro quarters on Mr. Harbett's [Harbert s] plantation
on fire, besides firing the tops of trees and all combustible material.
The halyards were burned off, when the flag of the stars and bars
floated off and lodged in the top of a tree and olazed out to the breeze
just as if it had been placed there by design.
This singular occurrence is interpreted by the gallant engineer,

Samuel Brock, as an omen that our cause is bound to triumph under
all circumstances.
In order to repossess the flag the tree had to be cut down. Two

of the officers and four of the men were left in charge of the wreck.
Captain J. W. Dunnington, four officers, and the remainder of the
crew reached the city yesterday morning on the steamer T. D. Hine,
from which point they will proceed to Columbus.
None of the crew saved anything but the clothes upon their per-

sons. The manner in which the fire originated is still a mystery.
The most plausible opinion seems to be that some of the crew had
shirts drying, which a, spark may have set on fire, and the combusti-
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ble material and high wind conspired to make a conflagration. At all

events the origin of the fire is a mystery.
When the Natchez and Ferd. Kennett passed yesterday the wreck

was still burning, but the magazine being at the stern and covered
with water was safe.

The wreck of the Tiiscarora, it is thought, will be raised without
difficulty, and at comparatively little expense.

Letter from Major-General Polk, C. S. Army, to Major-General Price,

G. S. Army, regarding the fortifying of Columbus, Ky., and New
Madrid, Mo.

CoLUMBTJS, Kt., November 28, 1861.

Genekal: I avail of the going of one of your command to write
a line to say I have strengthened this position until I regard it as safe
from any assault the enemy may make against it.

I am now concentrating here a strong force and am fortifying New
Madrid.

I have also at my disposal the gunboats belonging to Commander
HoUins' fleet, so that we are getting into a position to aid you above.

I shall be governed by circumstances as to my movements, but feel

that you should not allow the enemy to rest or move from St. Louis
southward.
The messenger will give you further information as to details.

L. Polk,
Major-General, Com,manding.

Major-General Sterling Price,
Missouri State Guard.

Report of Lieutenant Minor, G. S. Navy, advising improved organi-

zation of the ordnance department at New Orleans.

Naval Ordnance Office,
New Orleans, La., Decemiber 3, 1861.

Sir : I enclose you a list of the gunboats and floating batteries, to-

gether with a statement of the sums now due and becoming due, for

work done and yet to be completed for the ordnance department of

this station.

In order that justice may be done the Government, the ordnance

office here should be organized by the appointment of an experienced

officer to take charge of it, assisted by two others, to attend to the in-

spection and details. It is an impossibility for one officer to attend to

the whole of it, and unless our material is inspected and subjected to

the proper test, we will be fighting our enemies on very imequal

terms.
There is work enough for the undivided attention of at least

three officers, and the sooner they begin their labors the better will it

be for the pecuniary and other interests of the service.

I am, respectfully,
K. D. Minor,

Lieutenant, G. S. Navy.

Captain D. N. Ingraham,
Chief Bureau Ordnance and Hydrography.
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Letter from Commander Maury, C. S. Navy, to Major-Generdl Polk,

C. S. Army, regarding the preparatiori of submarine batteries at

Richmond.
Richmond, December ^, 1861.

General : I suppose my letters to Lieutenant Brown ^written, one
about the 3d, the other some two weeks ago) , on submarine batteries,

have miscarried. Assuming that you would want them for the river

at Columbus, I have been pushing them forward. I shall have, by
the end of this week, six all ready to be filled and planted. An unex-
pected run of good luck has enabled me to do this. I have twenty-
five underway, all of which, if, in spite of the driftwood and other
habits of the Mississippi, they can be made to answer for that river,

are at your service. I wrote Brown a full description of them. He
will know how to plant them. If I can find time, when they are
ready I should like to come myself and see that everything is right.

The tanks, such as I have already sent to Memphis as samples for
Lieutenant Brown, will, I fear, have to go as freight through
Georgia, on account of our burnt bridges. Still, I suppose that these
tanks may be sent from here sooner than they can be made in

Memphis. At any rate, I shall hurry them on with all dispatch
unless you direct otherwise.

Yours, very truly,

M. F. Mauey.
General Polk,

Columbus, Ky.

Letter of introduction from Messrs. Brown and Harding to General
. Johnston, C. S. Army, in the interests of the preparation of a
gunboat for the protection of Cumberland River.

Nashville, December 5, 1861.
This wiU be presented by Captains Shaw and Lawson, who visit

you for the purpose of conferring about the propriety of constructing
a gunboat for the Cumberland River, or rather, to convert a steam-
boat to that use. Of the efficacy of such a means of defense we are
not competent to decide, but we are persuaded that it would be of
great utility, and from the present aspect of affairs we are strongly
convinced that this river needs every means of defense practicable.
These gentlemen have had a good deal of experience in steamboating,
but what familiarity they have with this species of craft we do not
know.

RaspectfuUy,

Neill S. Brown.
- , . ^ ^

W. G. Harding.
General A. S. Johnston.

[First endorsement.]

I ani deeply impressed with the importance of Confederate gun-
boats on both the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, and shaU bemuch pleased to see the policy adopted.

Isham G. Haebis.
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[Second endorsement.]

I know the bearer, and have confidence in his skill and energy,
and feel the necessity of gunboats.

V. K. Stevenson.

[Third endorsement.]

Keport on this proposition.* Keep in view the best defense of the
river, with the amount of guns we may hope to command. The best
defense is wanted.
By order of General Johnston

:

W. W. Mackall,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Major GiLMEK,
Chief Engineer, Nashville.

Letter from A. L. Saunders, esq., to Major-General Polk, C. S. Army,
announcing the foi^warding of submarine batteries to Colum-
bus, Ky.

Memphis, December 5, 1861.

This morning I succeeded in having nineteen of my improved sub-
marine batteries forwarded to Columbus by rail. I had hoped that
the entire order for fifty would have been by this time completed,
so that I could have been present and supervised their deposit in
the river. I have previously sent to Colonel Richmond the plan
I proposed to submerge them. Commodore HoUins will understand
it, and, of course, place them in such manner as will not for the
present endanger the navigation of the river by the vessels under his

command. The cases are to be charged with powder (25 pounds)
when ready for submerging. The levers are only to be screwed in
after the anchor and weight are properly deposited in the bed of the
river with the cordage attached to the cases. Without the levers in,

it would be almost next to an impossibility to explode one, so that

they can be handled with perfect safety even when charged with
powder. I find it will be necessary to remain here for the present

to supervise the construction of the remaining batteries, as I wish to

see that each one is perfect before being forwarded.
Hoping that you will give instructions for the deposit in the river

of those already .shipped, and that the result will be a success, I

remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. L. Saunders.

Major-General Polk,
Columbus, Ky.

* For Gilmer's i*iK)rt, see A. W. R., Vol. 7, p. 748.
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Letter from D. M. Frost, esq., to Hon. E. C. Cabell, giving olserva-

tions made in journeying hetvteen Memphis an^ St. Louis.

Memphis, Tenn., December 9, 1861.

My Dear Sir: Agreeably to your request, I beg leave to state that

the following is the result of observations recently made by me
whilst going to, remaining at, and returning from St. Louis.

St. Ix)uis is surroundedl)y a single line of detached works of earth

which are well constructed, but so located as to admit of the passage

of troops between them without coming under fire. This defect

would have been remedied if the original j)lan of a second line of

advanced works had been carried out. This intention has, however,
been abandoned.

I learned from what I deemed good authority that a force of

30,000 or 35,000 men could be detached from Missouri for a Southern
expedition and still leave a sufficient force in the State to hold that
portion of it now in the possession of the Federal Government. It is

fenerally understood to be the intention of Halleck to advance upon
lolumbus from Cairo in the latter part of this month or the first

of the next, with a force of from seventy-five to a hundred thousand
men. Accompanying this land force will be a flotilla of some twenty
or thirty gunboats, which are cased with 2J inches iron amidships,
so as to protect the machinery, and some thirty mortar rafts, each
carrying a 13-inch mortar, with a bulwark of iron plates three-eighths
inch thick to protect riflemen. These will be towed into position by
diminutive tugboats or propellers. The gunboats will generally
carry eleven guns of large caliber. The whole expedition will be
thoroughly equipped, and the flotilla will be manned by experienced
sailors and officered by officers of the Navy. They will come with
the full intention of taking the place at any cost, and declare that
to be their determination, though it cost 20,000 men. I think the
attack will be very formidable.
Columbus is tolerably well fortified with the usual fieldworks on

the land side, while the steep bluff is a sufficient protection from
assault on the river front. It strikes me, however, that there is a
deficiency of guns in position for a horizontal fire, which, of course,
is best for inexperienced gunners. The plunging fire from the high
bluff is admirably fitted lor the sloping sides of the gunboats, but
will be quite uncertain. The large area of the fieldworks wiU give
a fine target for mortar practice, which may have the effect to demor-
alize green troops. The want of experienced officers seems to be felt
in the garrison.

Fort Pillow is a place of much greater natural strengt,h than Co-
Jumbusj and the batteries are well constructed and well located.
Some sixty guns can be brought to bear on almost any point of the
river within range.

I did not see the works on the land front, but was informed that
they were well placed and very extensive, requiring a large garrison.
The present garrison of Fort Pillow is insufficient to man the guns on
the river front for any protracted engagement.

I look upon this place as one of great importance. Should boats
be able to get past Columbus they could be very effectually stopped
here. It is not so much exposed, or at least the main batteries are
not, to a mortar fire, and it would form an excellent rallying point



NAVAL FORCES ON WESTEBN WATERS. 809

to any troops that might meet with a reverse in front. It ought to be
commanded by an experienced and scientific officer and kept well
provisioned.

With regard to affairs in Missouri General Price has advanced
toward Sedalia and issued a proclamation calling for 50,000 men.
It is supposed that he will obtain them. If he does, he ought, of
course, to make a demonstration toward St. Louis, in order to retain
there as much as possible of Halleck's force, and at the same time he
ought by all means to attack and take Fort Leavenworth, which
contains supplies of every kind sufficient to winter his army, and
which are estimated by those who transported them to be worth
$8,000,000. Having taken .Fort Leavenworth and destroyed the Han-
nibal and St. Joseph Eailroad before he did so, he could then, with
that force, sweep down through Kansas and exterminate the jav-
hawking bands of Lane and Montgomery, which he could easily do,
as he would then have them between two fires.

By very prompt and energetic action, such as he has heretofore
exhibited, it is not impossible that Halleck's great expedition might
be paralyzed ; but to do this he must have a large force, and to obtain
this it has been necessary for him in the proclamation referred to to
confess his present weakness.
When we look at the great necessity that exists for troops in this

direction, it seems impossible that the recent movement of troops
from that theater to Arkansas can be justified.

I need not tell you that to lose Memphis now would be to lose the

heart of the Southwestern States of tne Confederacy. To prevent
this it is necessary that those States should strain every nerve to re-

enforce Fort Pillow and Columbus, andthat speedily, and at the same
time everything now possible should be done to give heart and hope
to the people of Missouri.

Very truly, yours,
D. M. Frost.

Hon. E. C. Cabell.

Letter from Neill S. Brown, esq., to the Secretary of War, introduc-

ing tlie mayor of Nashville, visiting Bichmond in the interests of

gunboat construction for the Western rivers.

Nashville, December H, 1861.

Sir : This will be presented to you by R. B. Cheatham, esq., mayor
of Nashville. After an interview with General A. S. Johnston he
visits Richmond for the purpose of urging the expediency of con-

structing gunboats for the use of the Cumberland and Tennessee

rivers, or rather of converting steamboats into gunboats. I commend
him to your kind and respectful notice as a gentleman of intelligence

and energy, and who is familiar with our wants, our territory, and
necessities. I will add on this subject my own conviction of the

utility of one or more gunboats on each river. I am of opinion that

our city, with all its public stores, is in imminent peril. You are

aware that the force of the enemy in front of Bowling Green is not

less than 75,000, and perhaps 100,000. We have not half that num-
ber to oppose them. Our new forces now assembling will be indif-

ferently armed, and our stock of lead is lamentably short. Can we
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not get a supply of lead from Virginia? We wish the real lead for

rifles. I respectfully urge upon you also the necessity of appointing

a brigadier-general of the interior for this place to attend to the

thousand and one items that are oppressing the service and will not

admit of delay. Among his other duties should be added the entire

care of the railroad bridges of the State and to have them well

guarded. Such an officer should be a brigadier-general, to give him
weight and influence, and if he is a painstaking man, popular and
energetic, he could do more good than if he were in the field winning
victories. The necessity of such an appointment here is obvious.

As it is, there is confusion and delay, and the commanding general is

constantly harassed with these details and less able to attend to

them than one specially assigned.

Respectfully,
Neill S. Brown.

Hon. J. P. Benjamin,
Secretary of War.

Letter from Hon. John J. McRae to the President, regarding military

protection for the Gulf coast.

Jackson, Miss., December H, 1861.

Dear Sir : I am earnestly requested by the people of the Mississippi

Gulf coast and by Governor Pettus to ask the attention of the Presi-

dent and the Secretary of War to the defense of the coast by a mili-

tary force on shore sufficient to protect property and repel invasion
by the enemy. The governor requests me to ask that three regiments
shall be accepted into the Confederate service, under the act author-
izing troops to be accepted for local defense, to be stationed on the
coast ; also a battalion, which he has now organized and equipped, and
which could be sent there immediately. It is also requested by him
and by the Hon. R. Scale, representative from the coast, that the
Third Regiment, Colonel Deason's, shall be one so accepted, and that
it be ordered back to the coast, from which it was, by recent order of
General Johnston, removed to Columbus, Ky., where it now is. The
reason for this is that this regiment is composed mainly, or in large
part, of men familiar with the coast, its bays, and bayous, and ac-
customed to the management of water craft. This is very important,
and the governor authorizes me to say he will supply its place at
Columbus with another regiment at the earliest practicable day. The
legislature has made an appropriation of $250,000 to build gunboats
on the coast, and force will be required to protect the points at which
they are to be constructed. The necessity of a military force for our
coast protection and defense is imperious, and I earnestly and re-
spectfully urge it upon the President and Secretary of War.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

John J. McRae.
His Excellency Jefferson Davis,

President, Richmond.

The Seventh Regiment, Colonel Goode's, is now upon the coast, at
Bay St. Louis, and in the Confederate service, under command of
General Lovell. This to be one of three.

J. J. M.
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Letter from Secretary of the^ Navy to Major-General Polk, G. S.
Army, requesting cooperation in the construction of gunboats at
Memphis.

C. S. Navy Department,
Bichmond, December 2^, 1861.

Sir : The completion of the ironclad gunboat at Memphis by Mr.
[John T.] Shirley is regarded as highly important to the defenses
of the Mississippi.

One of them at Columbus would have enabled you to complete the
annihilation of the enemy.
Had I not supposed that every facility for obtaining carpenters

from the army near Memphis would have been extended to the enter-
prise, I would not have felt authorized to have commenced their con-
struction then, as it was evident that ruinous delays must ensue if

deprived of the opportunity of obtaining mechanics in this way.
These vessels will be armed with very neavy guns, and will be iron-

clad, and with such aid as mechanics under your command can afford
they may be completed, I am assured, in sixty days.
May I ask, therefore, that you will extend to this Department the

necessary aid? The men may be furloughed for this special service,

and the highest current wages will be paid them.
The Department, to induce the construction of the boats, has to be

in advance to Mr. Shirley, and the Government may be said to be
exclusively interested in their speedy completion.

I have also to ask that, if practicable, a guard be assigned to pro-

tect these vessels. Though Mr. Shirley stands in the light of a con-

tractor, he seems to have been guided also by patriotism and an un-

selfish desire to do all in his power to serve us, and has undertaken
to construct the vessels at our own estimates.

Unless mechanics could be obtained from the forces under your
command, the completion of these vessels will be a matter of uncer-

tainty, and the Government will lose their services and sustain all

the pecuniary loss.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. R. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.

Major-General L. Polk,
Commanding Forces at Columbus, Ky.

ITelegram.]

Columbus, [Kt.,J December 24, 1861.

It has been several months since a large portion of this army has

received any pay, and a number of regiments have never received

a dollar since entering the service. They are getting very sore under

this state of affairs, and I respectfully entreat that the necessary

fimds to pay this army be at once forwarded or placed to my credit

at the earliest practicable moment.
L. Polk.

Hon. J. P. Benjamin.
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[Telegram.]

Columbus, [Kt.,J December 24, 1861.

Do you still want support? Answer.
L. Polk.

General Johnston.

[Telegram.]

December 24, 1861.

Yes. Ten thousand or more if possible, without delay of a day.

A. S. Johnston.
[Leonidas Polk.]

[Telegram.]

Columbus, [Kt.,J December ^4, 1861.

I have resolved to send vou Bowen's command of infantry, about
5,000 strong, and have to-day issued orders to him to move at once.

He will divide his force into two parts ; one-half will go by wagons
to Paris, the other half via Union City and Humboldt. I retain his

cavalry and two batteries of artillery, and will replace his forces at

Feliciana by four regiments, sixty days' men from Mississippi.

I keep the cavalry and artillery because I suppose you do not want
them.

L. Polk.
General Johnston.

[Telegram.]

Bowling GeeeNj [Kt.,] December S4, 1861.

Order the troops to this place. Send the troops first; send the
wagon transportation as soon as possible after them. If you can
spare artillery, send it.

W. W. Mackall,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Polk,
Golum,b%ts.

Instructions from, the Secretary of the Navy to Lietitenant Brown,
0. S. Navy, regarding the purchase of vessels.

C. S. Navy Department,
Richmond, December 25, 1861.

Sir : The Hon. E. B. Cheatham, mayor of Nashville, has brought
to the attention of the Department the names of four steamboats
now at that city, which, in his judgment, may be so altered as to
make efficient gunboats in from thirty to fifty days. These boats
are, through him, offered to the Government at the following prices
viz: Hillman, $40,000; James Johnson, $35,000: /. Foorfa, 140,000

'

and B. M. Runyan, $25,000-
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It is presumed that these are the ordinary river boats, with the
usual exposure of walking beam and boiler on deck, and that to
enable them to be serviceable at all the boilers and much of the ma-
chinery must be placed below in the bottom. From their great
lengths and vulnerability at all points, it is presumed that the best
means for fighting their guns will be fore and aft.
There may be other steamers better calculated for gunboats, and

you will exercise your best judgment in selecting and recommend-
ing the purchase of such as you may deem, under all aspects of the
subject, best for the purpose. These four are called to your atten-
tion only because Mr. Cheatham has informed me of them.
In view of the urgent demand for these vessels on the Cumberland

Eiver, you are authorized to conclude the purchase of four boats,
and to proceed forthwith with the necessary alteration and arma-
ment, advising the Department of your proceedings by telegraph.

Should the prices asked be, in your judgment, too great, you will
call upon the holders to submit the question of price for arbitration.
Mr. Cheatham proffers his ser\dces to you, and his aid may be

important to you in procuring workmen, etc.

If you can effect all the necessary work by contract, stipulating
the time and forfeiture of a given amount per day for every day
over the contract, you would probably save time and money both.
Should you only be able to fit two boats at once, then, perhaps, it

would be well to purchase but the two, as others of a superior char-
acter might be subsequently offered.

The Department, upon receiving information of your arrival at

Nashville to enter upon the work, will at once make a requisition in

your favor to place you in funds to go on with this important
work and will look to your knowledge, zeal, and ability for its

prompt completion.
You will exercise your discretion with regard to the batteries and

the protection from the shot of the enemy to be adopted.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. E. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.

Lieutenant Isaac N. Brown, C. S. Navy.

Extract from diary of Lieutenant Chithrie, G. S. Navy, comtnanding
floating battery New Orleans.

C S. Floating Battery New Orleans,
Thursday, January 7, 1862.

Enemy approaching about 10 o'clock a. m. Mr. Samuel Bum-
ham volunteered his services and was accepted by Captain Guthrie,

who placed him in charge of gun No. 3. Beat to quarters. Simk
the dock and prepared for action. About 1 o'clock p. m. the enemy
returned toward Cairo. Our mcii willing and anxious for a fight.
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An Act making appropriations for certain floating defenses.

Be it enacted by the Congress of the Confederate States of America,
That the sum of $1,000,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated
for floating defenses for the Western rivers, to be expended at the dis-

cretion of the President by the Secretary of War or Secretary of the

Navy, as he shall direct.

Approved, January 9, 1862.

Report of Major-General Polk, C. S. Army, requesting support in

view of expected attack hy Federal forces upon Columbus, Ky.

Headquarters First Division, Western Department,
Columbus, Ky., January 12, 1862.

General : I think it proper to say to you that the preparations of
the enemy, which have been so long on foot for an attack on this

place, seem now to have been completed, and I am advised of his
purpose to make that attack in the next three or four days.
Of the character of his preparations for an attaqk by water you

will judge by the report of his force contained in the accompanying
slip, which I am advised is reliable. I am also advised that he has
concentrated a large force at and around Cairo for a land attack.
* * *

My own force at this place, you will see, amounts to about 12,800
men ready for duty. You will see we require support. If you could
give it, it would be timely and acceptable.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. Polk,
Major-General, Commanding.

General A. Sidney Johnston,
Comdg. Western Department, Bowling Green, Ky.

[Enclosure.]

Enemy's flotilla, under command of Commodore Foote: 38 mortar
boats with one 13-inch mortar each; 28 transports; 12 gunboats,
fifteen guns, 32 and 48 pounders, except the Benton, which has an
armament of 18 guns, 2 of which are 9-inch Dahlgrens, the others
32 and 48 pounders.
The armament is distributed to fire on either side, three in the

bow and two at the stem.
The mortar boats have no propelling power, but are towed into

position by small tugboats.

[Telegram.]

Bowling Green, January H, 1862.
Have received information this morning that great preparations

are making to attack Columbus. All the gunboats ordered to Cairo.
One of General Polk's men deserted and now at Paducah. They say
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Pillow has resigned, and that the bulk of your force has left for this

place.

Force at Paducah ordered to be ready to move.
W. W. MACKAIiL,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
General Polk,

Columbus.

[Telegram.]

Fort Henry (via Danville), January H, 1862.

A messenger reached here just now from Paducah with informa-
tion from a reliable source that a division of 60,000 men, supported
by eleven gunboats and thirty mortar boats, carrying not less than
160 guns, will move up Cumberland and Tennessee rivers on next
Thursday. I sent copy of letter by mail.

A. Heiman,
Colonel, Commanding Fort Henry

General Polk.

[Telegram.]

Columbus, Ky., January 17, 1863.

The enemy has commenced his movement on Columbus. I require

strong reinforcements. I will send the Third Mississippi forward so

soon as the relief you promised shall arrive.

L. Polk.
Hon. J. P. Benjamin.

[Telegram.]

Fort Henry, January 17, 1862—^ a. m.

We have four gunboats, one transport, and I think one mortar
boat just below us. I am prepared for this much. Will report

further.
Lloyd Tilghman,

Brigadier-General.

Major Williamson.

[Telegram.]

Fort Henry, January 17, 1862—9:30 a. m.

Three of the gunboats have opened on us out of their own range.

I have not returned the fire, but proceed with my preparations.

Men very cool.
Tilghman.

Colonel Williamson.
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tTelegram.l

Bowling Gbeen, January 18, 1862.

Colonel : Fort Henry, on the Tennessee River, is attacked. Gen-

eral Johnston directs you to move all the efficient men of your regi-

ment by railway to the crossing of the Tennessee, and thence to Fort

Henry. Answer.
"W. W. Mack ALL,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
Colonel W. R. SMrrH,

TuscumJna, Ala.

Report of General Johnston, C. S. Army, regarding attack by Fed-
eral gunboats upon Fort Henry, Tenn.

Headquarters Western Department,
Bowling Green, January 19, 1862.

Snt : On the 17th Fort Henry, on the Tennessee, was attacked by
three gunboats, accompanied by transports. They did not approach
near enough for their shot to reach ; our batteries, though ready, did
not reply. They have certainly landed troops and wagons from
their transports a few miles below the fort, on the west side of the
river.

Reports from Paris, [Tenn.], last night report a mixed column of

6,000 men 8 miles west of Murray, [Ky.] , marching on Fort Henry,
and a column of 2,000 marching on Murray froni a point on the
Tennessee north and east of Murray.

A. S. Johnston,

J. P. Benjamin,
Secretary of War, Richmond.

General, C. S. Army.

Special Order, )

> Hdqrs. 1st Division, Western Department,
No. 140. ) Columbus, Ky., January 21, 1862.

You are hereby ordered to seize upon all skiffs, canoes, or other
small craft found on either bank of the river from Columbus to New
Madrid.
By command of Major-General Polk:

A. H. Polk,
Aid-de-Camp.

Captain Marsh Mtller,
Steamer Grampus.
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Report of Brigadier-General Pillow, C. S. Army, regarding prepara-
tions of the enemy for attacking Columbus, Ky., also the battle of
Belmont, Mo.

CoLtTMBus, Ky., November 13, 1861.

Since the battle of Belmont and the inglorious defeat of the ene-
my's picked troops he seems to be driven almost to madness. He is

now making preparations upon a gigantic scale to invest this plaoe.
He is drawing his forces from every available point of the North-
west, and will be able to bring a force of 30,000 men to invest. Our
great want is armed boats. With these to meet and hold in check the
enemy's gunboats, we can successfully meet his forces. The attack
we are assured will be made in the course of eight days, if it be possi-

ble. T^et us have the New Orleans fleet of armed vessels. The battle
of Belmont was a hard-fought conflict of four hours. Twenty-five
hundred men fought 7,500. When our ammunition was exhausted,
we drove his line back in three different charges ; but, supported by
his immense reserve, we were at last forced to fall back to the bank
of the river, from which place, by a rapid flank movement under the
bank of the river, myself, with two fresh regiments, turned his left

and attacked him in the rear. The victory was complete. Our total

loss was 632; theirs about 2,000. Please answer about fleet. Gen-
eral Polk's injuries were more serious than was at first supposed. He
found it necessary to turn over the command for the present to,

Respectfully,
GiD. J. Pillow,

Bngadier-General, G. S. Army, Commanding.
President Davis.

Memorandum, from Commander 'Whittle, C. 8. Navy, recommending
that Island No. 10 be strengthened by batteries in that vicinity.

[Memorandum for General Polk.}

January 21, 1862.

I have visited Island No. 10 and the positions in that vicinity and
agree with Captain Gray in the importance which he attaches to

them.
It would be well, in my opinion, to remove at once to that vicinity

all the troops and guns from Fort Pillow except a small battery and
the men necessary to fight it, and to strengthen the different points

about the island by the establishment of batteries at selected points,

to contain in all from forty to fifty heavy guns, sustained by a land

force of from 4,000 to 5,000 men. This done, and the works pushed
on to completion, would greatly add to, if it did not entirely insure,

the security of the valley of the Mississippi.

General Thompson thinks that the visit of the General Polk to New
Madrid and her frequent appearance in that neighborhood is impor-

tant. If I ever saw a position where steamers of war could be stopped

W W R—VOL 22 52
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by batteries, it is the one embraced in the remarks which I, with great

diffidence, have taken the liberty to submit.

I should have done myself the pleasure of seeing you personally,

but I am quite unwell and much debilitated.

Wm. C. Whittli:,
Commanding Naval Forces, GoVumhus.

Proclamation hy the President of the Confederate States, granting
aTnnesty to certain citizens of Kentucky.

Whereas some citizens of Kentucky, deluded by the false hopes that

the Union would be reconstructed and that the Federal Government
might be administered upon the principles of the Constitution, have
taken up arms in its support ; and
Whereas the wanton seizure of property and persons by that Gov-

ernment in violation of the fundamental privileges of the citizens of
Kentucky, and the subsequent course of public affairs have proved
the fallacy of those hopes, and made it manifest that the people of
Kentucky must decide between a union of their destiny with the
United or the Confederate States ; and
Whereas information has been received that many of the citizens

of Kentucky, induced by considerations of interest, habit, and feeling
to desire a union with the Confederate States will leave the Federal
armies with which they are now engaged and hereafter obey and
respect the Confederate Government upon proper assurances of
amnesty for the past and protection for the future

;

Now, therefore, I, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate
States, do grant a full, free, and entire pardon to all persons of all

treasons, misprisions of treason, and other indictable offenses against
the Confederate States committed within the State of Kentucky
prior to the publication of this proclamation and days there-
after; Provided, the persons applying for such pardon shall take an
oath to support the Constitution of the Confederate States and sub-
scribe an assurance to obey their laws. And the penalties incurred
or supposed to be incurred by all of the said citizens of Kentucky
taking such an oath and making such an assurance are hereby re-
mitted and released.

In testimony whereof T have hereunto set my hand and caused the
seal of the Confederate States to be affixed this 23d day of January
in the year of our Lord 1862.

[seal.] Jefferson Davis.

By the President

:

E. M. T. Hunter,
Secretary of State.
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Memoranda of suggestions to be laid before the major-general com-
manding by the chief of heavy artillery.

Headquarters Heavy AhtiHiErt,
Columbus, Ky., January 26, 1862.

The guns at Fort Columbus are now all in battle order ; the trav-
erse circles are being laid down; all the chassis then will work as
well as can be expected. I would now respectfully suggest:

First. To have the covered way built as soon as practicable, the
batteries below blinded in case they should take too much time. A
gabion traverse should be placed between every section (two guns)
m order to protect the gunners from the explosion of shells.

Second. The police of the fort is in a deplorable condition; the
filthy habits of the infantry garrison should be attended to; sinis
should be provided in two or three points, and the men punished
when at fault with police regulations.

Third. I would respectfully again insist upon the drill by squad,
by company, by the whole regiment, and ball practice once a week.
This can not be done unless the artillery corps is relieved from
fatigue duty.

Fourth. The fougasses intended to protect and cover the Moscow
road, and one or two other points already indicated to Captain
Wintter, of the sappers and miners, must be loaded at once and^well
protected against dampness.

Fifth. The proper way to increase the efficiency of our fire upon the
weakest point (the river) is to lengthen as much as possible our line
of fire. I would propose that the rollowing points should be selected
as proper situations for batteries.

A. The commanding hill on the river^ known as Hamilton's Point,
three guns—^two 64-pounders and one rifled 32-pounder.
B. The flag station to cover the Mayfield and Blandville roads and

defend the Hamilton battery, besides that to command the main
ravine which otherwise might be used for a mortar battery by the
enemy—one smoothbore 32-pounder, two rifled 32-pounders.

C. I would recommend the addition of two 64-pounders to the navy
battery.

D. I would suggest the propriety of establishing a battery of
heavy guns at the point now occupied by the floating battery.

E. The bend of the river below Rucker's battery must be com-
manded by a six;^in battery established on the bluff, 350 yards
nearer to Crow's Point than the farmhouse on the hill. That bat-

tery, one of the most important, would prevent the enemy's gunboats
from outflanking our position and shelling the rear and left of our
camp. The heaviest caliber must be chosen for that purpose. I
would suggest that Colonel Gibson's regiment be encamped around
that battery, and that one of his companies should man the guns.

F. If any 32-pounder guns can be spared, it would be advisable

to place two on General Cheatham's line fronting on the Moscow
HiU.

Sixth. The formation of the chain of hills around Columbus is

very peculiar. It commences on Hamilton's Bluff and extends in a
regular manner describing a semicircle all ai'ound our lines, ending
at Crow's Point. The survey begun by Captain Gray will exhibit
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this peculiarity, of which the enemy can take advantage to establish

his line of attack. Four works of snoiall development are necessary

to render this naturally strong position impregnable, to wit

:

Men.
1. The battery on Hamilton's Bluff 120
2. A redoubt on the hill, where fougasse No. 5 Is placed, two 6-pounders— 60
3. A redoubt, with two small lunettes on Clinton Hill, two small caliber

(6-pounders) 60
4. The battery on Crow's Point (letter E) and a work large enough for

380 men (square redoubt) 380

Total 620

Those works being open to our fires, the enemy will not gain any-
thing except the position if the works be taken, and as they flank

each other it must be done at a great sacrifice of life. Of course, in

that case the guns must be destroyed and the works blown up.
Seventh. The permanent occupation of Hickman by the erection

of a redoubt on the hill facing the river and commanding the rail-

road; a battery of four 32-pounders and one battalion of infantry
can hold their own until reinforced. A gunboat should ever be kept
moving between that place and Columbus and back to Hickman and
down to New Madrid.

Eighth. The strategic importance of Island No. 10 is so great that
it now becomes indispensable to occupy it strongly and permanently.
I will report upon that point to the major-general commanding at
an early period.

Ninth. I propose, if the major-general should allow me to do so, to
report upon the position and the works erected at New Madrid, Fort
Thompson, and Fort Pillow.

Tenth. During my absence from Columbus I would suggest that
Captain A. Jackson, jr., be placed in command of the battalion as
acting colonel.Captain Sterling as acting lieutenant-colonel, and Cap-
tain Jones as acting major. These three oflScers are gentlemen of
high tone and energy, fully up to the emergencies.

Respectfully submitted to the major-general for consideration.

J. Trudeau,
Chief of Heavy Artillery.

Letter from Major-General Hardee, C. S. Army, to General Hind-
man, G. S. Army, referring to the loss of the Tennessee River and
probable loss of the Cumberland.

Confidential.] Hdqrs. Central Army or Kentuckt,
Bawling Green, February 7. 1862.

General : It is desirable that you should at once send all vour
sick and baggage here. The loss of the Tennessee River and" the
probable loss of the Cumberland renders our position here not so
formidable, and it may be necessary for us to change front. Talk
loudly of an advance as the only means of extricating us—that is, if
you talk at all—and our invincible determination to hold on 'to
Bowhng Green at all hazards and to the last extremity. I suppose
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of course, the enemy has heard of the fall of Henry. You had better
draw nearer to us; not nearer than Oakland.

With high respect, your obedient servant,

W. J. Hardee,

General T. C. Hindman,
Commanding Advance Forces.

Majo7'- General.

[Telegram.]

Paris, Tenn., February 8, 1862—11 p. m.
N"o further news from Donelson. Three of our steamers, viz, the

Orr, Appleton Belle, and Lynn Boyd, were burned yesterday morn-
ing by our men to prevent them from falling into the hands of the
enemy : all on board escaped safely. Five hundred Federal infantry
and three transport boats are at the bridge, burning and destroying
all the houses this side of the river. The oridge is now on fire. The
condition of the roads prevented our bringing but few tents, without
flips, but few cooking utensils, no extra clothing. The lives and
health of the men require that we should have some more necessaries
if we are to remain here long. We leave in the morning and will

camp a few miles east of this place, and will scout continually toward
the river. The rolling stock on the railroad all safe.

J. H. Miller,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

Major-General Polk.

[Telegram.]

Cumberland Crry, February 12, 1868.

Steamboat, just arrived, brings me dispatch from my picket below
Eddyville. Says gunboat and transport passed up 10 o'clock last

night. I have heard ten heavy discharges of artillery. I leave im-
mediately for Donelson. Shall suspend order for Buckner to fall

back at present.

GiD. J. Pillow.
General Floyd.
(Forward to General Johnston, Bowling Green, Ky.)

Destruction of steamboats on Tennessee River.

[Extract from the Richmond Despatch, February 12, 1862.]

Memphis, February 11.—There has been a heavy loss of steam-

boats on the Tennessee River, in consequence of the invasion by the

Federal gunboats Lexington, Co7iestoga, and Sam Orr. On Satur-

day the Appleton Belle and Lynn Boyd, Confederate boats, were
burned by our troops at the mouth of Duck River. The 8am, Kirh-
man, Julius, and Time, also Confederate boats (the latter with
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$100,000 -worth of Government stores), were abandoned and burned,

at Florence on Saturday. The steamer Dunbar was sunk in Cypress

Creek ; the Eastport was sunk. The Gerro Gordo* and Sallie Ward
were the only Confederate boats captured by the Federals. The
Rohb escaped.

The Federal gunboats have left the river, but were expected to

return. They took 20,000 pounds of salt pork from Florence, but

refused to touch private property, not even cotton.

Letter from General Beauregard, C. S. Army, to Gewral Johnston,

C. S. Army, discussing the military situation.

BowiiiNG Grekn, Ky., February 12, 1862.

General : By the fall of Fort Henry the enemy, having possession

of the Tennessee River, which is navigable for their gjmboats and
transports to Florence, it becomes evident that the forces under
your immediate command and those under General Polk, separated,

imfortunately, by that river, can no longer act in concert, and will

be unable to support each other until the fortune of war shall have
restored the Tennessee River to our possession or combined the

movements of the two armies in rear of it.

It also becomes evident that by the possession of that river the

enemy can concentrate rapidly, by means of his innumerable trans-

ports, all his disposable forces on any point along its banks, either

to attack Nashville in rear or cut off the communications of Columbus
by the river with Memphis, and by the railroads with the Memphis
and Charleston Railroad.

Should the enemy determine on the former plan of operations,

your army, threatened in front and on right flanks by Buell's large

army, will be in a v^y critical condition and may be forced to take
refuge on the south side of the Tennessee River, in Alabama and
Georgia or eastern Tennessee. But should Halleck adopt the second
plan referred to, the position of Columbus will then become no longer
tenable for an army inferior in strength to that of the enemy, and
it must fall back to some central point where it can guard the two
main railroads to Memphis, i. e.," from Louisville and from Charles-
ton. Jackson, Tenn., would probably be the best position for such
an object, with strong detachments at Humboldt and Corinth, and
with the necessary advance guards. The Memphis and Charleston
road, so important on account of its extension through eastern Ten-
nessee and Virginia, must be properly guarded from luka to Tus-
cumbia, and even to Decatur, if practicable.
Columbus must either be left to be defended to the last extremity by

its proper garrison, assisted by HoUins' fleet of gunboats, and pro-
vided with provisions and ammunition for several months or aban-
doned altogether, its armament and garrison being transferred, if
practicable, to Fort Pillow, which, I am informed, is a naturally and
artificially strong position, about 100 miles above Memphis. Island
No. 10, near New Madrid, could also be held by its garrison, assisted
by Hollins' fleet, until the possession of New Madrid by the enemy
would also compel that position to be evacuated.

* Probably Muscle. See pp. 572, 573.
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I am clearly of the opinion that to attempt at present to hold so

advanced a position as Columbus with the movable army under Gen-
eral Polk, when its communication can be so readily cut off by a
superior force acting from the Tennessee Eiver as a new base, would
be to jeopardize not only the safety of that army, but necessarily

of the whole Mississippi Valley, itence, I desire, as far as practi-

cable, specific instructions as to the future movements of the army of
which I am about to assume the command. If it be necessary for the

safety of the country to make with all my forces a desperate stand
at Columbus, I am ready to do so.

I regret much that illness has prevented me from being already at

my post, but during my stay here I believe I have made myself as

well acquainted with your general views and intentions as circum-

stances have permitted, and which I will always be happy to carry

into effect to the best of my abilities. >

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. T. Beauregard,
General, C. S. Army.

General A. Sidney Johnston,
Commanding Western t>ej)artment, Bowling Green, Ky.

Order of Majar-General Hardee, G. S. Army, to Brigadier-General
Hindman, G. S. Arm,y, regarding movement across the Cumberland
River.

Headquarters Confederate Army of Kentucky,-
Fehmary 16, 1862.

General: Your dispatch just received. General Johnston wishes

the command to march day and night until the Cumberland is crossed.

General Hardee wishes you to reach Nashville at the earliest possible

moment. Destroy barracks at Camp Trousdale, but do not destroy

quartermaster's and commissary stores, as arrangements have been

made, it is hoped, to remoA'e them to Nashville. Sent you some

cheering news to-night from Fort Donelson.

By order of Major-General Hardee

:

W. D. Pickett,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General T. C. Hindman,
. Mitchellville.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Western Division,

Edgefield, February 17, 1862.

General Johnston directs you to move your command to Murfrees-

boro (instead of Nashville) without delay. Press all the wagons you

need. Fort Donelson has fallen, and General Floyd's army is cap-

tured after a gallant defense.

KespectruUy, „^ ,r,^ ,,^
W. W. Mackall.

Major-General Crittenden,
Commanding, Chestnut Mound, [Tenn.].
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[Telegram.]

Memphis, Tenn., [^Fehruary^ 18, 1862.

Fort Donelson has fallen and Nashville will fall into the hands of

Federals. No stand can be made there. Give me your plans. I

will rally all the Tennesseeans possible and go with them myself to

our army.
ISHAM G. HaRKIS.

Hon. Jeffekson Davis.

[ Endorsement. ]

B. N. H. [arkison] : File.

J. D.

[Telegram.]

EiCHMOND, February 19, 1862.

Proceed forthwith with all your force to Memphis for orders. If
you shall receive none there, go on at once to Columbus and co-

operate with the military forces there.

S. E,. Malloey.
Flag-Officer G. N. Hollins.

[Endorsement.]

A dispatch ordering me up the river, thereby doing what the
enemy wished. After this order was complied with, McClellan gave
his instructions to the "Beast" to go on to New Orleans.

G. N. H.
Febkuary 19, 1862.

Letter from Captain Gray, C. S. Army, to Captain Guthrie, C. S.
Navy, refemng to progress on defenses at Island No. 10.

Engineer's Office, Island No. 10,

February 19, 1862.

Captain : Commodore Whittle, who has just left this post to pro-
ceed down the river, has requested me to say to you by letter that he
wishes the iron traverse circles and screws for the four 8-ihch guTis
forwarded as soon as possible to this place.

We find the timber we get here for our platforms will not stand
much service under a 64-poimder without the iron traverse plates.
We are using all haste in completing our defenses at this point, and
the commodore left early this morning to hasten up the steamer
Vicksburg with the remainder of our guns.
We shall be glad to secure the circles as early as possible, as our

new artillerymen in drilling use up our platforms very fast.
I am, captain, very respectfully yours,

. X. o A.B.Gray,
Captain, G. S. Army, Engineer in Chief, Island 10.

Captain J. J. Guthrie, C. S. Navy,
Comdg. C. S. Floating Battery New Orleans, Columbus, Ky.
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Report of General Beauregard, C. S. Army, ex-plaining cause of delay
in assuming command assigned and referring to military condi-

tions and operations.

Jackson, Tenn., February 81, 1862.

General: I regret profoundly to have to acquaint the War De-
partment that my. ill health has made it improper for me as yet to
assume the command assigned me.
In accordance with instructions, I repaired with as little delay as

Sracticable to Bowling Green, Ky., and reported to General A. S.
ohnston, commanding the department, on the night of the 4th

instant. After several interviews with him, and the fall of Fort
Henry, an informal conference was held at my lodgings on the 7th
instant, at which General Johnston, Major-General Hardee, and my-
self were present, for the consideration of the military exigency. Oil
that occasion it was determined that Fort Henry having fallen, and
Fort Donelson not being long tenable, preparations should be made
at once for the removal of the army on that line in rear of the Cum-
berland River at Nashville, Avhile a strong point on that river, some
few miles below the city, should be fortified forthwith against the
approach by that way of gunboats and transports.

The troops then at Clarksville were to be thrown across to the

southern bank of the Cumberland, leaving only a sufficient force in

the town to protect the manufactories and other property in which
the Confederate Government was interested.

In the event of a further retrograde movement becoming inevitable,

Stevenson, [Ala.?], was chosen as a suitable point for a stand, and
subsequent movements were to be determined by circumstances.

It was likewise determined that the possession of the Tennessee

River by the enemy consequent upon the capitulation of Fort
Henry, must break the direct communication between the army at

Bowling Green and the one at Columbus, which henceforward must
act independently of each other until they can again be brought
together. Meantime the first must defend the State of Tennessee

along the line already indicated; the second that part of the State

included between the Tennessee and Mississippi rivers. But as the

possession of the Tennessee River by the enemy had also rendered

the communications of the army at Columbus liable to be cut oflf at

any time from that river by an overflowing force of the enemy
rapidly concentrated from the various points of the Ohio, it had
become further necessary to guard and provide against such a

calamity, to which end it was decided that the main force in occupa-

tion of Columbus should fall back upon Humboldt, and thence, if

need be, to Grand Junction, so as to protect Memphis from either

point and still secure a line of retreat to the latter place or Grenada,

Miss., or even to Jackson, of that State.

Finally, at Columbus, left with a sufficient garrison for the defense

of the works there, assisted by Hollins' gunboats, a desperate de-

fense of the river was to be made. But at the same time transports

were to be collected and held neat by for the prompt removal of the

entire garrison when the position was no longer tenable in the opin-

ion of the commanding officer. Meanwhile Island No. 10 and Fort

Pillow would be fortified for defense to the last extremity, assisted
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by the naval gunboats, which, as a last resort, would retire to the

vicinity of Memphis, where another resolute stand should be made.
Five days later, in view of existing conditions, I addressed to

General Johnston a paper, a copy of which I now transmit for the

information of the War Department.
On reaching here I received information that confirmed my views

in great part as set forth in that letter, and satisfied me that to

attempt to hold Colvunbus with any force now at my disposition could
only result in an early fate like that of Fort Donelson and the loss

of the Mississippi Valley as a necessaiy consequence. Unfit phys-
ically to visit Columbus, I requested General Polk and Governor
Harris to meet me here. They did so. Meantime your reply to my
telegraphic dispatch, touching the further occupation of Columbus,
had been received. Arrangements were made for the prompt defense
of Island No. 10, a position naturally of great strength, and New
Madrid; for the early evacuation of the position at Columbus, and
removal of the large stores of supplies and munitions now there in
such a way as to avoid publicity. These new lines can be made of
groat strength with a garrison of about 5,000 men, thus leaving free
my main force for maneuver and "defensive, active" operations
against the enemy as he shall penetrat* the country by the avenues
now unfortunately in his possession.

EespectfuUy, general, your obedi^it servant,

G. T. Beaukegaed,
General^ C. S. Army.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector-GeTierdl, Richmond, Va.

Confdential circular from General Beauregard, G. S. Army, sent to
the governors of Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

Jackson, Tenn., February 21, 1862.
Dear Sir: As you are aware, heavy disasters have recently be-

fallen our arms on the Kentucky border. The Tennessee Eiver is in
possession of the enemy since the capture of Fort Henry. The evac-
uation of Bowling Green and subsequent fall of Fort Donelson, with
a large loss of officers, men, arms, and munitions, have so weakened
us on that line that Nashville can only be held by superhuman
energy, determination, and courage. At the same time the direct
communications of the forces at Columbus with those under General
A. S.Johnston are broken, and the two armies effectually isolated from
each other. With the enemy in command of the Tennessee Eiver,
the position at Columbus is so endangered from a land approach
from that river by a greatly superior force, that its fall must be
regarded as certam unless extraordinary efforts are made to rein-
force Its present small army of occupation. I need not dwell upon
the consequences of such a disaster. Suffice it to say it would involve
the immediate loss to the Confederate States of the Mississippi
Eiver and Valley.
In view of the palpable situation I am instructed to evacuate

Lolumbus and take up less \'ulnerable positions on and in the vicin-
ity of Island No. 10 and at New Madrid. In the execution of this
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measure, however, much will depend on the energy with which our
enemj' may follow up his late successes, and whether he will give us
time to withdraw and receive his onset elsewhere.

Coming to this command at such a crisis, I have been filled with a

profound anxiety and sense of the necessity for a prompt, resolute

encounter with the exigency in time to prevent an irrevocable defeat.

Columbus is now occupied bv but about 12,000 men of all arms. At
Island No. 10 and New Madrid are some 4,000 more, to which add
Ruggles' brigade, and are under General Chalmers at luka, say,

5,000 more. Thus you will perceive I have a force at my disposition

of but 21,000. If we remain supine and unaroused to the dangers
accumulating day by day, awaiting the advance of the enemy, he will

assemble such a force as to insure his success and a repetition of the
late disasters only with more desolating consequences.

Hence, I have thought I would submit for the consideration of
the governors of the Mississippi Valley States a plan which I deem
most practicable for the recovery of our losses and defense of this

river, and call upon them for the means of execution.

I propose that the governors of the States of Tennessee, Missis-

sippi, and Alabama and your excellency shall each furnish me with
from 5,000 to 10,000 men, armed and equipped, with the utmost pos-

sible celerity, for time is precious and dispatch essential to success.

I shall c^ll on General Van Dom to unite Ms forces with mine, and
leaving a suitable garrison at Columbus, with troops to guard and
hold my rear at Island No. 10, I would then take the field with at

least 40,000 men, march on Paducah, seize and close the mouths of

the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. Aided by gunboats I could

also successfully assail Cairo, and threaten, if not indeed take, St.

Louis itself.

In this way, be assured, we may most certainly and speedily re-

cover our losses and insure the defense of the valley of the Missis-

sippi, and ever}' man you may send me will really be placed in the

best possible position for the defense of his own home and hearth-

stone.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. T. Beaukegaed,
General, O. S. Army.

[Endorsement.]

This confidential circular was sent by special messengers to the

governors of Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, the

rendezvous of the troops furnished to be as follows: Those from

Tennessee, at Jackson, Tenn.; from Alabama, at Corinth; from

Mississippi, at Grand Junction ; from Tjouisiana, at Jackson, Tenn.,

if by railroad, and at Columbus, Ky., if by water.
•^

G. T. B.
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Order of Gerveral Beauregard^ G. S. Army, to Major-General Van
Dorn, C. S. Army, for cooferation in the defense of Columbus,
Ky., and Island No. 10.

Jackson, Tenn., February 21, 1862.

My Dear General : By the fall of the Tennessee and Cumberland
rivers the forces under General Polk (now to be under me) are en-

tirely cut off from those under General A. S. Johnston, and must now
depend upon themselves alone for the defense of the Mississippi

Kiver and of contiguous States. The fall of Columbus and of Island

No. 10, must necessarily be followed immediately by the loss of the

whole Mississippi Valley to the mouth of the Mississippi Eiver.

The fate of Missouri necessarily depends on the successful defense
of Columbus and of Island No. 10 ; hence we must, if possible, com-
bine our operations not only to defend those positions, but also to
take the offensive as soon as practicable to recover some of our lost

ground. I have just called on the governors of Tennessee, Louisi-

ana, and Mississippi for 5,000 men from each State. I have 15.000
disposable for the field. If you could certainly join me, via New
Madrid or Columbus, with 10,000 more, we could thus take the field

with 40,000 men; take Cairo, Paducah, the mouths of the Tennes-
see and Cumberland rivers, and most probably be able to take also

St. Louis by the river. What say you to this brilliant programme,
which I know is fully practicable if we can get the forces? At
at all events, we must do something or die in the attempt ; otherwise
all will be shortly lost.

Yours, truly and sincerely,

G. T. Beaitregard,
General, C. S. Army.

Major-General Earl Van Dorn,
Comm,anding, etc., Pocahontas, Ark.

P. S.—I expect also the cooperation of twelve gunboats from
New Orleans. I will inform you of the governors' answer as soon
as received.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters First Division Western Department,
Columbus, Ky., February 26, 1862.

I have reason to believe that the enemy is preparing an attack on
New Madrid. I desire you would stop three of the gunboats at
that place for the purpose of supporting the land force in the con-
templated attack.

General McCown will be in command so soon as his force can reach
there.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. Polk,
Major-General, Commanding.

Flag-Officer Hollins.

P- S.—I desire one of the gunboats to cruise up and down the river
to keep the way open, and to that end have addressed a note to Com-
modore Whittle.
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Letter from Colonel Withers, C. S. Army, to -certain Memhers of
Congress, outlining a plan for the (defense of the Mississippi
River.

KiCHMOND, Va., February 28, 1862.
Gentlemen : Having been specially called upon to reduce to writ-

ing my plan for defending the Mississippi Eiver, I herewith submit
the following brief outline

:

I state at the outset that I think it would be improper to remove
a single soldier or a single piece of artillery from the river above
Memphis. On the contrary, our defenses at and above Memphis
should, if possible, be rendered impregnable without delay. As, how-
ever, it is possible that Memphis may ultimately fall into the hands
of the enemy, I propose that fortifications of a formidable character
be simultaneously erected at Helena, Vicksburg, Natchez, Fort
Adams, Baton Rouge, and New Orleans. The supply of timber is

ample to build frames for casemates, and these, covered deeply with
earth and sodded with Bermuda grass, might be made impervious to
shot or shell. The question naturally suggests itself: How is this
vast system of defenses to be erected in time to resist the advance of
the enemy's gimboats? I reply, by the surplus slave labor of the
South. As but little cotton will be planted, those who are familiar
with the cotton region know that all the open land can be readily
cultivated in com and other grain by the women, boys, and children,

thus leaving almost the entire force of men available for work on the
proposed defenses. If this plan, of bringing to the aid of the Gov-
ernment the able-bodied slaves, be adopted, immense results could
be surely and speedily accomplished. When the fortifications are

erected, the great question will be to furnish them with proper arma-
ments. This can only be accomplished by prompt, energetic, and per-

severing effort. Let all our large foundries be at once put to work
on ordnance and ordnance stores. Let their capacity be increased

and air furnaces be erected, so as to meet the urgent demand for the

manufacture of heavy guns. Let every furnace within our limits

for smelting ore be worked to its full capacity, and if necessary let

new ones be established. The supply of iron in our Confederacy is

alarmingly deficient. Here again the surplus slave labor in the cotton

States can be brought to bear with telling effect. The work of mining
and smelting iron and lead ore is very simple, and an adequate sup-

ply can only be obtained in time to meet our wants by resorting to

slave labor. By energetic action we can gradually place adequate

armaments in these fortifications one by one, beginnins: at the one

highest up the river. New Orleans, Memphis, and Vicksburg have

extensive foundries, and if stimulated and encouraged, they can do

much toward furnishing armaments for the works. If the proposed

plan be adopted, not only will the Mississippi be dotted with frown-

ing batteries, but they can, by the same means, be erected in the in-

terior of the country wherever needed. Thus our slaves, which our

enemies consider an element of weakness, can be converted into a

powerful and reliable means of defense. The fight at Fort Donelson

has developed the fact that the boasted invulnerability of the enemy's

gunboats is a myth. Every one of the gunboats was disabled in little

over one hour, though the armament of the fort was small and none

of the guns were of very large caliber. With batteries such as I pro-
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pose, we can successfully resist the entire fleet of the enemy in the
Western waters. If, however, we should be defeated at one point, we
could so cripple their boats as to give our army time to fall back to

the next defense below before their boats could advance, and thus
contest every strong position on our great river. As matters now
stand, if Memphis should fall, there is nothing to prevent the enemy's
gunboats from desolating the country on both banks of the Missis-

sippi to within gunshot ofNew Orleans. The results of an expedition
down the river by the enemy no one can estimate. Our slaves in the
valley are generally congregated in large numbers on extensive plan-
tations, the owners of which are frequently nonresidents. Conse-
quently, the institution loses there in a great degree the patriarchal
character it assumes where the master and family reside on the plan-
tation. Deplorable and most disastrous results would surely follow
the appearance of the enemy's gunboats in the waters of the South-
em Mississippi. We need prompt action. Can not the Government
be induced to call on the planters without delay for their surplus
slave labor to accomplish the end proposed? No one who is familiar
with our people can doubt the result of the call. Surely the security
of our homes ahd firesides is worth the effort. Independent of the
physical, the moral effect of carrying out the plan proposed will be
immense. It will inspire our people who reside on or near our great
river with confidence. It may perhaps deter our enemy from making
the attempt to descend the river, and it can not fail to have a salutary
influence on our slave population.

Respectfully, yours,

Wm. T. Withers.

Hon. John Perkins, Charles M. Conrad, H. C. Chambers, Gus-
TAVDS A. Henry, and others.

[First endorsement.]

The undersigned regard the suggestions of General Withers of such
importance that we respectfully call them to the attention of the
President.

John Perkins, Jr.

D. F. Kenner.
Lucius J. Duphe.

[Second endorsement.]

I approve of the general outline of the plan of defending the
Mississippi Valley suggested by Mr. Withers, leaving the details to
be carried out by competent officers, and earnestly recommend that it
be carefully considered by the military authorities.

C. M. Conrad.

[Third endorsement.]

We regard the within suggestions as highly important, and hope
they will command the earnest attention of the Administration.

A. H. Garland,
Grandison D. Rotston,
Thomas B. Hanlt,
F. I. Batson.

Arkansas.
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[Fourth endorsement.]

We concur in the foregoing suggestions, and beg leave respectfully
to commend them to the favorable consideration oi the President.

E. Babksdale,
J. W. Clafp,
J. J. McEae,
O. R. Singleton,
R. Davis,

Mississippi.
[Fifth endorsement.]

The recommendation, so far as of practical execution, seems to be
identical with the plan adopted.

J. D.
Secretary of War.

Report of Brigadier-General McCown, G. S. Army, expressing fears

for the safety of New Madrid and Island No. 10.

Madrid Bend, March 1, 1862—9 p. m.
Dear CoLONEii: The enemy's cavalry chased General JefF Thomp-

son from Sikeston to-day—^he says one regiment. Their main force

yesterday reported at Benton, said to be 25,000 or 30,000, including
one mortar and siege pieces.*****
What I fear most is that the enemy's gunboats may pass this

place unless they give me a few days to prepare for them. The guns
and ammunition arrived here in the greatest confusion. I shall
mount guns and throw up breastworks afterwards. If the gun-
boats pass and defeat Hollins, New Madrid must fall. * * •

I have not half force enough to fight in any other way than behind
my trenches on the river shore with any certainty of success. I have
two batteries opposite No. 10 and the other at Madrid. If forces
could be massed at Madrid, that force could be destroyed, but should
their gunboats pass, the force could be cut off from Tennessee. I will

fight the gunboats as long as they desire, but I fear they will try the
Port Royal game on me. Unless I have time, I fear they may succeed.

However, I hope after they pass that I may turn them over to Com-
modore Hollins in a shattered condition. Commodore Hollins has
five gunboats, four at New Madrid and one here.

Yours, sincerelv,

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General.

Colonel Thomas Jordan,
Jackson, Tenn.
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Order of Flag-Officer HolUns, C. S. Navy, to Lieutenant Guthrie,

CK S. Navy, commanding floating battery near Island No. 10.

Flagship McRae,
New Madrid, Mo., March 2, 1862.

Sm: Upon consultation with General McCown to-night we have

considered it best to bring the battery under your command and place

it under the northwest end of the island, where it will command the

inner channel and be protected by the batteries. You will therefore

consult with General McCown, who will designate the point.

Respectfully, etc.,

Geo. N. Hoti.iNS,

Flag-Offlcer.

Lieutenant Commanding J. J. Guthrie,
Commanding the Floating Battery, Island No. 10.

Report of Brigadier-General McCown, C. S. Army, regarding an
engagement with the enemy at New Madrid, Mo.

New Madhid, Mo., March 5, 1862.

General : Colonel Richmond left here last evening. At 12 o'clock

last night the enemy drove in our pickets at the upper fort at this

place. The guards at the lower fort repulsed them easily. This
guard was from Colonel [Thomas M.] Scott's regiment. Artillery

was then opened upon us. Our gunboats returned the fire and soon
drove them back. No attack was made by infantry upon our works.

If 30,000 or 40,000 men could be thrown promptly to Point Pleas-
ant the force in my front could be defeated and captured. I throw
out this suggestion. I admit that if their gunboats should pass
Island No. 10 and defeat Commodore HoUins, that force would be
cut off from Tennessee. If such an enterprise was undertaken the
transports carrying the troops should rendezvous at Tiptonville.
The sooner undertaken the easier performed.

I send this by Captain [R. A.] Lewis.
Yours, etc.,

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General.

General Leonidas Polk,
Commanding.

N. B.—The Federal troops were cheering for General McClernand
last night.

Two Federals were wounded and are prisoners. Number of ar-
ticles were taken—^blankets, etc.

Additional report of Brigadier-General McCown, C. 8. Army, re-
garding the engagement at New Madrid, Mo.

Madrid Bend, March 6, 1862—9 p. m.
General: I am just from New Madrid. The pickets have been

fighting all day. The enemy was in line, only out of range of our
guns. One piece (6-pounder) was advanced to within 400 yards of
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our pickets. I directed the pickets not to notice it. I shall risk
nothing in the field with my small force.

Guns are being rapidly mounted at this place. Gun carriages,
ammunition, etc., came here in such confusion that it is difficult to
find anything.

I fear that Battery No. 1 will be next to useless.

Guns of all kinds, forty-seven. All I fear is that the Federal gun-
boats may close their ports and run past. We have not a single
magazine here. I received your telegram of the 3d instant. New
Madrid must be in our possession. To hold this without New Mad-
rid would require a much larger force than I have.

If New Madrid is in our possession and we can keep back the gun-
boats, a force could be landed near Point Pleasant and the force in
my front captured.

I have not yet been able to turn my attention to Tiptonville. The
island opposite that place is under water.

It is useless to deny that my condition is critical in the extreme,
I shall do all in my power. My command is in fine spirits.

Yours, etc.,

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Major-General Leonidas Polk.

Letter from General Beauregard, C. S. Arjny, to Brigadier-General
Ruggles, C. S. Army, acknowledging reports of the repulse of the

enemy at Pittsitcrg.

Jackson, Tenn., March 6, 1862.

Dear General: I received through Colonel Olivier your letter of

the 4th instant, enclosing report of the gallant repulse of the enemy's
troops and gimboats at Pittsburg by a part of Colonel Mouton's reg-

iment, the Eighteenth Louisiana. You will please express to him
my thanks at this brilliant success on his first encounter with the

enemy. I hope it is only the forerunner of still more gallant deeds
on the part or his regiment.

Being still unwell, I have requested General Bragg to furnish you
with all necessary instructions.

I remain, yours, respectfully,

G. T. Beauregard,
General, Gommavding.

Brigadier-General Daniel Euogles,
Commanding at Corinth, Miss.

Report of Brigadier-General McGown, C. S. Army, regarding affairs

at Madrid Bend, Mo.

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 7, 1862.

General: Yesterday the enemy appeared at Point Pleasant. At
my request Commodore HoUins sent two gunboats to remove all

means of crossing from the Missouri shore. Several shots (6-

pounders) were fired at the Kentucky. The gunboats soon removed

N w E—VOL 22 53
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the annoyance. Should I fail to hold New Madrid, it would require

10,000 men to maintain my position in the bend, unprotected by

works as it is. I consider New Madrid of great importance. 1

shall not relinquish it without a struggle. We have fifty ^ns of all

sorts mounted on Island 10 and on shore opposite, including siege

guns and floating battery. The carriages for many of our best guns

can't be found. Where are they? The guns mounted are not aU

protected by works. . , ^ -

A captain in Colonel Travis's regiment was seriously wounded

yesterday. ^. , .,, .

I have not been able yet to send any force to TiptonyiUe except a

small force of cavalry. Can't the force in my front at New Madrid

be cut to pieces or captured ? All I can do is to hold what I have and

risk nothing. t t. ht /-.

Yours, etc., J- P- McCown,
Bngadwr-General.

General Leonidas Polk,
Commanding.

[Telegram.]

Jackson, Tenn., March 8, 1862.

Use gunboats in keeping river open below New Madrid in case of

necessity. ^ ^ ^
G. T. Beaubeoard.

General McCown,
New Madrid {via Union City), Tenn.

Report of Brigadier-General McCown, C. S. Army, advising that a

strong force would he required to hold the Mississippi at Madrid
Bend.

Headquarters,
Madrid Bend, March 9, 1862—11 p. m.

General: I send a copy of a communication from Commodore
Hollins. The enemy is erecting works at Point Pleasant. Their
force is hea^'y. Time will wear out my command. The force in my
front can be cut to pieces and captured if a strong force is promptly
thrown here. If 1 should have to give up New Madrid it would
require a stronger force than I have to hold this bank of the river.

I believe an attempt will be made to pass Island No. 10. My com-
mand is in good spirits.

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General.

General Leonidas Polk,
Commanding.

[Enclosure.]

Flagship McRae,
New Madrid, [Mo.], March 9, 1862.

General : The report of the commanders of the gunboats Polk and
Pontchartrain convince me that unless a force can be landed either

at Point Pleasant or this side of it and the enemy driven from that
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place the navigation from below will virtually be cut off. The gun-
boats can drive them back from the bank while they are firing, but
they fall back out of reach and advance again as soon as the gunboats
leave. The enemy are said to have moved a large force to that place.
I should say that unless large reinforcements are sent to you to meet
the enemy now in our front, we shall either be compelled to leave this
place or give up our communication in transports from Tiptonville
to this place.

I would suggest planting a good heavy battery on the Tennessee
side to shell them in conjunction with the river battery and the gun-
boats. This may obviate the difficulty until your reinforcements
arrive, and if you have a mortar it could be used to great advantage.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Geo. N. Hollins,
Flag-Officer.

(leneral McCown,
Commanding Forces.

[Telegram.]

Madrid Bend, March 10., 1862—noon.

From the best information I can obtain—notwithstanding Captain
Gray's assurance to the contrary—I am inclined to believe that the
enemy may be able to occupy some point on the Missouri shore (Rid-
dle's Point) below Tiptonville, at least with light guns. The Fed-
erals are fortifying. All quiet. If the gunboats stop to attack No.
10, I will capture them. All I fear is their running past. Commo-
dore Hollins gives me the most hearty cooperation.

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General.

General Polk.

ITelegram.]

CoKiNTH, [Miss.,] March 11, 1862.

The water has fallen and the enemy's boats can not now pass Col-

bert Shoals.

I have had a reconnoissance made below Eastport, and from all

that I can learn Chalk Bluffs, below Savannah, is the only good
point to fortify. I think the guns useless where they are.

James R. Chalmers,
Brigadier-General.

" General Ruggles.

[Telegram.l

Humboldt, March 12, 1862.

A messenger just in from General McCown states the enemy have
moved down from New Madrid to neighborhood of Point Pleasant.

All quiet at our forts. Our gunboats keeping the enemy from estab-
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lishing works on the river. Estimated force 15,000, with 70 pieces

of light artillery. Fifty-two heavy guns mounted at Island 10

and Madrid Bend.*******
Will give accurate information as to annnunition and supplies of

the force on the river in a day or two.
L. Polk.

General Beaukegard,
Jackson.

Report of Brigadier-General Met'own, C. S. Army, regarding opera-
tions of the enemy at Point Pleasant.

Madrid Bend, March 12, 1862.

Colonel: I received yours of March 10. As soon as I can deter-

mine the guns required here, I shall forward the remainder to Fort
Pillow. As soon as a gunboat opens fire upon the enemy they disap-
pear, but return as soon as the boat leaves. They are fortifying
Point Pleasant. I have placed two 24-pounder siege guns and a
company of cavalry opposite that point.*******

If they assault the works, I believe they will be repulsed with loss
with the cooperation of Commodore Hollins. Here I desire to say
that Commodore Hollins, as well as all his command, have given me
the most hearty support in everything. I feel confident of defeating
the enemy's gunboats if they stop to fight. If they run past, I shafi
endeavor to pass them in a crippled state to Commodore Hollins.*******

Yours, sincerely,

J. P. McCowN,
Brigadier-General, Com,manding

.

Colonel Thomas Jordan,
Adjutant-General, Jackson, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

J.\CKS0N, Tenn., March 12, 1862.
General Chalmers telegraphs from luka:

Some of the boats in sight at Eastport when my pickets left at 6 o'clock this
morning. Enemy were at Savannah last night with thirty-three transports and
three gunboats. Did not disembark wagons and horses. All on board at sun-
set. They said they would start for railroad this morning early. There is not
water enough for the gunboats to go to Florence. They will stop at Pittsburg
or Eastport. The enemy took In all pickets and guards at night.
Later.—Shelling Eastport; two gunboats in sight.

I advise you to keep your forces well in hand for any movement.
G. T. Beauregard,

,, . ^ , ^ General, Com,manding.
Ma]or-General Polk. ^
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[Telegram. ]

Eastport, March 12, 1862.

Country admirably adapted for a small force to hold a large one in

check, and if he lands I can hold him back until reinforcements can
reach me. I am inclined to think the landing will be at Hamburg
and the march on Corinth. The women and children in that region
on the river were warned by the enemy to leave. I have cavalry
pickets on both sides of the river and extending to the enemy's lines.

One gunboat badly crippled. They fought from the Eastport
Landing, which is called 10 miles from Chickasaw, where our bat-

tery was. Tt may have been to test the range of our guns and their

effect at the Eastport Landing. If I had the means 1 would move
the battery this .side of Bear Creek The gunboats can not go above
Chickasaw. I will keep you informed. No bridges between East-

port and luka.
James R. Chalmers,

Brigadier-General, G. S. Army.
General Bragg,

Jaokson, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Headquarters Western Department,
Corinth, Miss., March 2^., 1862.

The following dispateh received from Major-General Crittenden:

luKA, [iforcA] 24, [186Z'i.

Colonel Looney, in command at Eastport, reports exchanging shots with gun-

boats of enemy to-day; that they are landing troops from two transports at

mouth of Yellow Creek.

Brazton Bragg,
Mqjor-General.

Major-General Polk.

[Telegram.]

MEMPms, April 10, 1862.

Twenty boats are ordered up White River to report to you for duty.

There are some of the largest class boats lying at and above the

mouth of the river, which, I understand, could go to Des Arc if they

would. They were ordered to go as far up the river as possible. I

am doing all in my power to pro-vide forage.

W. J. Anderson,
Major and Quartermaster.

General Van Dorn,
Des Arc.
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Letter from General Beauregard^ G. S. Army, to Lieutenant Guthrie,

_C. S. Navy, requesting inspection of gunboats under coTistruction

at Memphis, Tenn.

Headquaktebs Abmy of the Mississippi,

Jackson, Tenn., March 18, 1862.

Captain : In view of the pressing necessity for gunboats on the

Mississippi as a part of defense of the valley, the general command-
ing directs me to ask that you will proceed at once to Memphis and
inspect the state of construction of the two gunboats there being
built for the Government. Please ascertain under whose superin-

tendence these boats are being constructed, and make a detailed re-

port of their condition, time necessary to complete them, with such
suggestions and details as you may deem necessary about them.
The general further desires that you will remain and overlook their

construction in the interest of the service, and as an agent of the
Government, until otherwise directed by your immediate superior
officer of the Navy Department.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Thomas Jordan,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Captain Jno. J. Guthrie.

[Telegram.]

Decatur, March 19, 1862—2 p. m.
It is reported by my engineer that the enemy have no ironclad

gunboats on the Tennessee. Field batteries can be used effectively
against their gunboats.

Major-General BLvrdee,
Tiisciimbia.

A. S. Johnston.

Report of Brigadier-General Stewart, G. S. Army, regarding affairs
at Fort Pillow.

Headquaktebs,
Fort Pillow, March 21, 1862.

Sir : In compliance with your telegram of this date I f(Mrward, via
Memphis, a report of this command, including negro laborers and
some half dozen men or more belonging to Captains Neely's and Hay-
wood's cavalry.*

What we most need here is the remainder of the ten columbiads
(four are here), which I learn have been ordered here, and their car-
nages; parts of carriages have arrived. If not already done, I
would be glad if you would dispatch orders to the proper points
along the hne they were to come to hasten up the guns and their
carriages.

• Report not found.
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One battery of eight smoothbore 32s has 3 or 4 inches of water
on the platforms and 3 feet of water in rear of the platforms. I
think the guns can be used, and that it will be preferable to attempt-
ing to move them. If we had the columbiads here in position we
might defy the gunboats.
Captain Harris has shown me a telegram of this date respecting

the land defenses at <;his point. It is barely possible that General
Beauregard may not be aware of the existence of a line of intrench-
ments in our rear some 3^^ miles in length, and requiring a garrison
of 15,000 to 20,000 men to line it. A rear defense for 3,000 men
would have to be thrown up entirely within the existing Fort Pillow,
and would require some days for its construction.

I have deemed it important just now to direct all our labor on the -

river defenses, and hope yet to be able to stop the enemy's fleet

should it pass [Island] No. 10.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. P. Stewart,
Brigadier-General, Com/manding

.

Colonel Thomas Jordan,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Fla^-Officer Hollins, C. S.

Navy, regarding operations on Mississippi River.

C. S. Navt Department,
Richmond, Va., April 8, 1862.

Sir : * * * This vessel [^Manassas'] is a novelty in her construc-

tion, and the Department relies upon you to make her formidable to

the enemy. Strike a blow when and where you can ; the harder the

'

better. At this distance from the scene of action, I can not attempt to

direct your movements in detail, but having entire confidence in your
zeal and professional ability, I can only enjoin you to watch the enemy,

and to assail and destroy him whenever you can.

* » * * * » •

I am, respectfully, your most obedient servant,

S. R. Mallort,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Ofiicer George N. Hollins,
Comdg. Naval Defenses, Mississippi River, Memphis, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Fort Pillow, April 9, 1862.

These boats of the enemy are heavy iron gunboats, either one of

which is heavier than all of mine. Have passed Island No. 10. I see

nothing that I can do against them in a fight. My vessels might

render good service at the mouth of the river. I await your answer.
Geo. N. Hollins.

S. H. Malloby.
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[Telegram.]

Richmond, April 10, 1862.

I hope the Louisiana will leave New Orleans and join you immedi-
ately. She was to have been ready to-day. The ship built by Tift,

called the Mississippi, will join you at the earliest moment. Your
proposition to quit the enemy and to go to the mouth of the Missis-
sippi, can not be entertained. You must oppose his descent of the
river and his movement of vessels and troops at every step.

S. K. Mallort,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Officer George N. Holijns,
Fort Pillow, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Richmond, April 10, 1862.

Dispatch of to-day revoked. Cooperate with army; harass and annoy the
enemy; employ your squadron to the best advantage, but do not go down the
river as you propose without overwhelming necessity and first advising me.
Tour duty Is to do all in your power to resist the enemy's descent of the river.

S. B. Mallobt,
Secretary Navy.

Flag-Officer G. N. Hoixins.

Fort Pillow, April 10, 1S62.
The above just received and forwarded. Under these circum-

stances I shall await your answer before leaving. Pinkney not yet
back. Gunboats brought down sixty men; few norses, mules, corn,
and cotton.

T. B. IIUGER,
Commanding McRae.

Flag-Officer G. N. Hollins.

[ Endorsement. ]

A dispatch exposing the ignorance of the Navy Department.
April 10, 1862.

G. N. H.

[Telegram.]

Richmond, Va., April 11, 1862.
Your dispatch received yesterday, proposed to abandon opposition

to the enemy's descent of the river by your fleet, and to carry your
fleet to the mouth of the river. TKis proposition is totally inad-
missible. Every effort that nautical skill, invention, and courage can
put forth must be made to oppose the enemy's descent of the'river
and at every hazard. '

You inform me that you have gone to New Orleans at the urgent
request of Captain Whittle. You will therefore send these orders
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to the senior in command of your squadron by telegraph. The
Louisiana must join your squadron at the earliest practicable moment.

S. K. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Officer George N. Hollins,
Care Captain Wm. C. Whittle, Commanding at New Orleans.

[Telegram.]

Baton Eouge, April 11, 1862.

Sir: At the request of Commander Whittle for my immediate
presence in New Orleans I determined to proceed thence to Mont-
gomery. Fleet is on its way up the river. Will you order mine
down the river? I can render effective service below. Commander
Pinkney is in charge of the vessels at Fort Pillow.

Geo. N. Hollins,
Flag-Oificer.

Hon. S. E. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Flag-OMcer Hollins, C. S.

Navy, transmitting transcript of dispatches already forwarded.

Confederate States of America,
Navy Department, Richmond, April 11, 1862.

Sir : The following dispatches were sent to you

:

April 10, 1862.—Dispatch of to-day revoked. Cooperate with the army; harass
and annoy the enemy; employ your squadron to the best advantage, but do
not go down the river as you propose without overwhelming necessity and first

advising me. Your duty Is to do all in your jwwer to resist the enemy's descent
of the river.

Api-il 10, 1862.—I hope the Louisiana will leave New Orleans and join you
immediately. She was to have been ready to-day. The ship built by Tift,

called the Mississippi, will join you at the earliest moment. Your proposition
to quit the enemy and go to the mouth of the Mississippi can not be enter-

tained. You must oppose his descent of the river and his movement of vessels

and troops at every step.

April 11, 1862.—^Your dispatch, received yesterday, proposed to abandon oppo-
sition to the enemy's descent of the river by your fleet and to carry your fleet

to the mouth of the river. This proposition is totally Inadmissible. Every
effort that nautical skill, invention, and courage can put forth must be made to

oppose the enemy's descent of the river, and at every hazard.
You inform me that you have gone to New Orleans at the urgent request of

Captain Whittle. You will therefore send these orders to the senior oflicer in

command of your squadron by telegraph. The Louisiana must join your squad-

ron at the earliest practicable moment.

You will return to this Department the appointment sent for Mr.
Gift.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. R. Mallory,
Secretary of the Navy.

Flag-Officer George N. Hollins,
Memphis, Tenn.
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Extract from report of evidence taken before a joint special com-

mittee of the Confederate Congress to investigate the affairs of the

Navy Department.

Mr. Semmes. When did you leave New Orleans?

Commodore Hollins. I think on the 18th of April, about five days

before New Orleans was taken.

Mr. Semmes. But you operated in New Orleans some time before

you brought off the fleet to go up to Columbus ?

Commodore Hollins. That was, I think, about three months before

that. It was about the time that Captam Whittle relieved me in

February.
Mr. Semmes. You recoUect Fort Donelson fell about the Mth.

Was it before or after that time that you went up the river?

Commodore Hollins. It was about that time.

Mr. Semmes. What vessels constituted your fleet?

Commodore Hollins. The McRae, the Livingston, the Maurepas,

the General Polk, and the Ivy.

Mr. Semmes. Did you not have the Manassas at one time ?

Commodore Hollins. She came part of the way up, but she was

sent back again, having run aground and injured herself.

Mr. Semmes. Were you engaged in conflicts with the enemy up the

river ?

Commodore Hollins. Sometimes. At New Madrid we were en-

gaged off and on for nearly seventeen days—night and day.

Mr. Semmes. We have seen a telegraphic dispatch from the Navy
Department to you dated, I believe, the 14th of April, when you pro-

posed to go down the river, countermanding that proposed movement.
What motive had you in view in going down the river?

Commodore Hollins. I received a telegraphic dispatch from Cap-
tain Whittle, stating that the enemy were m force at the mouth of the

river, and begging of me to come down ; that my services were needed

there.

Mr. Semmes. Where did you receive the dispatch countermanding
you?
Commodore Hollins. In New Orleans.
Mr. Semmes. What was the condition of your fleet at the time you

proposed to go to New Orleans with regard to powder ?

Commodore Hollins. I don't believe I had twenty minutes' pow-
der. I telegraphed before that that I had but half an hour's supply.

I used a great deal of powder before that time in engagements with
the transports which brought provisions and ammunition up to the

army.
Mr. Semmes. Why did you desire to go down with your fleet to

New Orleans?
Commodore Hollins. To whip the enemy out of the river. I felt

confident I could do it.

Mr. Semmes. Please tell us the means by which you proposed to

accomplish it.

Commodore Hollins. I considered that our boats had a great ad-
vantage in going down the stream. They were completely guarded
with iron on their bows, and, not only that, I had 40 coal boats and I
had 12,000 cords of lightwood, together with a large quantity of tar

and stuffs of that kind to put on board of them. I should have gone
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with these fire boats on each side of my gunboats, and run them im-
mediately on board the enemy. I should have gone below the forts
and attacked them. I knew that [they] were there in such numbers
that if I attacked them they would run foul of each other and become
so confused as to render them unable to do me any serious injury. I
felt perfectly safe in going down. I knew the enemy never thought
anything of passing Fort Pillow, and they stopped to attack the fort

because it was absolutely necessary for them to silence it before they
could get their transports by. The gunboats were no use without the
transports, and hence it was necessary to silence the fort to enable
them to pass. Our boats could have come down the mouth of the
river in three days. I felt confident I would have whipped the enemy.
Mr. Semmes. In a narrow stream like the Mississippi, the in-

equality between your fleet and that of the enemy was in a great
degree counterbalanced by the immense number of the enemy's fleet,

the diflBculty of motion from that cause, and your coming down-
stream ?

Commodore Houjns. It was, sir. I had also a great advantage
in having all my guns forward, whereas thev could not use their

guns until they turned broadside, which would have thrown them
across the river, thus crowding them together in inextricable con-

fusion.

Mr, Semmes. You would have possessed the advantage over them,

you say, because of your guns being forward and theirs on the side ?

Commodore Hollins. Yes, sir; and not only that, but the fire

boats would have stricken terror into them. If it were not for these

fire boats, I would never have driven them out of the river in the

first instance.

Mr. Semmes. Your boats were iron in front, were they not ?

Commodore Hollins. They were, sir.

Mr. Semmes. Was the caliber of your guns equal to that of the

enemy?
Commodore Hollins. Not quite; but they could be brought to

bear upon their boats with powerful effect.

Mr. Semmes. Was your machinery in good condition?

Commodore Hollins. Yes, sir; but of course not equal to theirs.

Mr. Semmes. So that your main reliance was upon the narrowness

of the stream, your guns being in front, and your going down the

river while they were going up ?

Commodore Hollins. Yes, sir.

Mr. Semmes. How many guns could you have brought to bear

upon the enemy ?

Commodore Hollins. I suppose about 20. They could have

brought to bear upon me at most only 8 or 9, unless they turned

broadside, and that would have given me complete advantage over

them, because they would have been in each other's way.

Mr. Phelan. In case they should have turned their broadside to

you, were their sides not protected by chains?

Commodore Hollins. I heard so, but I don't think that was any

protection, because the chains were cut through.

Mr. Semmes. Would you have gone down below the raft?

Commodore Hollins. I would have gone down below the forts,

and not given them a chance to come up. I should have caught

them at their anchors.
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Mr. Semmes. Did you come down the river from any apprehension

of the vessels of the enemy passing our forts above i

Commodore Hollins. No, sir. I never dreamed of their passing

the forts imtil their army could take them by land. I now refer to

Fort Pillow.

Mr. Semmes. The vessels above were ironclad, were they not?

Commodore Hollins. Yes, sir; they could come by without any
trouble; they wanted, however, to bring their transports, and that

was their main object.

Mr. Semmes. You said you received a telegraphic dispatch at

New Orleans countermanding your projected movement down the

river?

Commodore Hollins. I did, sir.

Mr. Semmes. What did you do?
Commodore Hollins. I showed it to Governor Moore and others.

I told him what I thought I could do. I was subsequently informed
by Captain Whittle that Crovernor Moore and General Lovell and
the captain himself telegraphed to the Department to let me remain
and make a dash at the enemy.
Mr. Semmes. What was the reply ?

Commodore Holuns. There was no reply. I waited twenty-four
hours for an answer, but none was received. The first intimation
I received after that was a telegraphic dispatch to come on to Rich-
mond immediately.

Mr. Semmes. Did you come on ?

Commodore Hollins. I did.

Mr. Semmes. Did you see the Secretary of the Navy ?

Commodore Hollins. I did. I received orders to be president of
the board to examine midshipmen.
Mr. Semmes. Was this matter about your recall from the com-

mand a subject of any conversation?
Commodore Hollins. I said nothing about it.

Mr. Semmes. Did the Secretary saj' anything to you upon the
subject?

Commodore Hollins. Nothing, sir. I told him if I was allowed
to do what I proposed I should have whipped the squadron.
Mr. Semmes. What did he say to that?
Commodore Hollins. He said nothing.
Mr. Semmes. Where was your fleet when you were ordered from

New Orleans here?
Commodore Hollins. At Fort Pillow. I could have gone back

to it by rail in twenty-four hours from New Orleans.
Mr. Semmes. How long would it have taken you to have gone

back by water?
Commodore Hollins. Two days and two nights. Perhaps more.
Mr. Semmes. What finally became of your fleet?
Commodore Hollins. It was burned, sir.

Mr. Semmes. Where?
Commodore Hollins. At the mouth of the Yazoo River.
Mr. Semmes. At the time it was burned was it supplied with guns

and ammunition?
Commodore Hollins. I think not. I think all the guns and am-

mimition were left at Fort Pillow. The fleet was then brought
down to the mouth of the Yazoo River and burned.
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Mr. Semmes. Was the burning to prevent them from falling into

the hands of the enemy ?

Commodore Hollins. So I have understood.

Question. You speak of your fleet up the river as the McRae,
Livingston, Maurepas, General Polk, and Ivy. Where was the Tus-
carora, Pontchartrain, and the floating dock—with thp Red Rover?
Commodore Hollins. The Tuscarora caught fire going up and

was left behind. The floating dock had gone up to Island No. 10,

and there was blockaded by the enemy. The Red Rover was a boat
more for the men to live on board of than for active service. She be-

longed to the floating dock, and was merely used for the accommo-
dation of the men to live in. She was not armed at all. If I did
not state that the Ppntchartrain was there it was an accidental

omission.
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Addison, W. J. Mentioned 155,157,167-169
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Page.
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556, 565.
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Injuries sustained by, in a gale l*!
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Allen, Captain. Mentioned 775
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Mentioned 365, 460, 463, 472, 483, 484, 494
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Destruction of, by torpedo, in Blakely River, .\la !)(!, 129, 132, 133
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Correspondence with A. H. Foote 351

Mentioned 345, 348, 349
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Appleton Belle, Steamer.
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Arthur, Mathew. Mentioned ''^^

Asboth, Alexander.

Correspondence with Nathaniel Green 220
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Bankhead, Smith P. Mentioned - 420
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Chalmers, James K 830
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Hollins, G. N 737, 738

John.ston, A. S 822

McCown, J. P 737, 742, 743, 751, 831, 8.H4, 830
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• Also found " B."
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Reports of

Butler, B. J 424
Cheatham, B. F 417
Foote, A. H 398
Grant, U. S 404
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772, 780.
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Sale of 262

Surrender of. See Tombighce River, Ala. Surrender of Confederate

vessels in.

Survey of 228
Black Hawk, U. S. S. Mentioned 26,40
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Destruction of U. S. vessels by tori)edoes in. See MoMlc Bay, Ala.

Vessels sunk by torpedoes in and near.

Removal of obstructions from 87,88,185,186
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Bonfield, G. Mentioned 737

Bonnet Carre, Commanding' officer of. Correspondence with T. W. Sher-

man 142, 143

Bon Secours Bay, Ala. Operations of foragers in. Report of William A.

Kirlcland 8, 9

Borland, Thomas M. Mentioned 646
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Mentioned 584, 589, 590, GOO, 005-(i0,S, 010, 013, 614, 628, 630, 031, 821

Buckthorn, U. S. S. Mentioned 3
12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 118, 120, 12S, 171, 188, 212, 230, 253,'255,"200, 262

Budd, William.

Correspondence with H. K. Thatcher I57
Mentioned ]42_ 155^ 167

Buell, Don Carlos. Mentioned 479,480,583,031,037,639,002,730,760,822
Buffington, Adelbert B. Mentioned 4^2
Buford, Captain. Mentioned .j^q
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Page.

Buford, Napoleon B. Mentioned 315,405,

40C, 430, G52, 653, G71, 0!>3, (Hit;, UOO, 702, 720, 721, 728, 732, 777, 780

Bullitt, Fanny. See Fanny Bullitt, U. »S. Irnnxport.

Bunker, Burton. Mentioned 44,45

Burch, John C. Mentioned 410

Burcham, George £.

Correspondence witli H. K. TUatclit*r 105,23.3

Mentioned 140, 2:W

Keport iif injuries done premises in New Oiehms, l.!i., Iiy sliots tire<l

at C. S. ram William H. Webb 105

Burdick, Lester. Meutioneil '>(>

Burk, William. I£eport of sinking of X'. R. S. Osajje by t«ri>ed(). March
29, 1865 74

Burke, Anthony. Mentioned 730

Burkhart, George. See Oeorge BurklinrI, Si-lioonri:

Burnes, E. Mentioned 170

Bumham, Samuel. Mentioned 813

Bums, Charles. Mentioned 730

Bums, James. Mentioned 51

Bums, Thomas. (Captain of gnn.) ilentioned 580

Bums, Thomas. (First-class fireman.) Mentiontnl 131,132

Bums, Thomas B. Mentioned 730

Bumside, Ambrose E. Mentione<l 549

Btirrell, Abraham. Mentioned 131,133

Burton, "W. C. Mentioned 423

Butler, B. J.

Mentioned 409

Report of battle of Belmont, Mo., November 7, 1801 424

Butler, E. G. W., jr. Mentioned 411,421

Butler, Joseph C. Mentioned 680

Cabell, E. C. Correspondence with D. M. Frost 808

Cairo, U. S. S.

Armament, January, 1862 , 495

Mentioned 387, 533, 624, 626, 674-<577, 700, 785

Occupation of Clarksville, Cumberland Itiver, Tenu., February 10-20,

1862 016-620

Operations in Cumberland River 640

Prichett, James M., appointed to command 500

Proposed appointment of S. L. Phelps to counnand 501,503,508,510

Cairo, City of. See City of Cairo, Steamer.

Cairo, 111.

Acceptance, from contractor, of gunboats completed at 502-504

Affairs at.

Communications from

Foote, A. H 370

Wise, George D 'i'60

Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 369,432^34,447

Grant, U. S 431

Reports of

Dove, B. M 441-443

Pennock, A. M 070
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Cairo, 111.—Continued.
^"^^•

Arrival of U. S. gunboats Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga at, from

Louisville, Ky. Reports of

Phelps, S. L 299.302

Rodgers, John 298

Arrival of U. S. receiving ship Maria Denning at 436,437

Base of Federal operations on Western waters 278,279,786,788

Commissioning of U. S. vessels at 506, ."115

Construction and equipment of U. S. vessels at.

Communications from

Eads, James B "IS"

Foote, A. H 474, 475, 483, 488, 497, 502, 520, 524-527, 530. 712

Harwood. A. A 519

Meigs, M. C 482

Navy Department, U. S 532.581

Wise, H. A 523. 527, 532, 576. 613, 620, C35. 636, C41,

642, 655, 657, 659. 665, C06. GC9, 070. 673, 674. 679. 684, 759, 761

Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H -459,462,463,500,577

War Department, 1'. S TGI

Reports of

Dove, B. II 448

Foote, A. H 451,453-455,

459, 462, 472. 474, 489, 491-495, 498, 502-504, 515, 517, 535, 577,

579, 632, 635, 637, 638, 640. 642, 650, 655, 657, 059, 664, 760, 768

Kilty, A. H .. 532. 5.33. 581

Pennock, A. 11 505.614,616,620,668,673,684

Sanford, J. P 455,580

Stembel, R. N 500

Inspection of U. S. vessels at 462

Jleasures for defense of. See Xrw Orlcann, La. Construction of Con-

federate vessels at.

Pay for crews of gunboats at, requested 341

Perry, Roger, ordered to assume charge of ordnance equipment and
stores at 359

Steamer Maria Denning made receiving ship at 428, 433

Transfer of gunboats building at St. Louis to 432,

434, 439-442, 444-453, 455, 456, 459. 460

Walke, H., ordered to assume charge of gunboats at 322

Calcasieu Pass, Louisiana. Escape of Confederate steamers Granite

City and Wave from, January 20, and destruction of

schooner Delphina in, January 22, 1865. Reports of

Meade, Richard W., jr 17,19
Palmer, James S 16, 18

Calderio, Antonio. Mentioned 586
Caldwell, Charles H. B.

Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 122
Mentioned 173, 188, 212, 219

Callender, Franklin D.

Correspondence with A. H. Ii"'oote 309
Mentioned 365, 472
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Page.

Camp, Norman H. Mentioned 80

Cameron, Simon. See War Department, U. S.

Camp Joe Underwood, Ky. Attack on, October 24, 1861. Report of

R. D. Allison 796

Camp Parapet, La., Commanding officer of. Correspondence with

T. W. Sberman 143

Campbell, Captain. Mentioned iidd

Campbell, John Archibald. Mentionetl 268

Campbell, John J. Aicntionod 420

Canby, Edward B. S.

Correspondence with

Bailey, J 83,84,87

Christeusen, C. T 84

Deniclie, C. F. M 93

Fltzhugli, W. B 2ie

Franltlin, S. R 46

Granger, G 59,94

Greene, T. P 66

Hallecli, H. W 48

Hurlbut, S. A 119

Lee, S. P 40, 5.''>,(i0, 107, 192. 193,203,214

Loring, E. P 187

Palmer, J. S 75.76,195

Rawlins, J. A 193

Smith, T. Kilby 147

Steele, F 85, 86

Thatcher, H. K 63-69,77-87,

89-91. 127, 141, 147, 175, 102, 195, 196, 201-203, 205, 209, 210, 212, 215

Mentioned 21,

26, 47, S8, 92, 108, 120, 134, 177, 190, 194, 198, 211, 217, 219, 263, 273

Order of, for a joint commission to examine wharves, docks, etc., in

and abont Mobile, Ala 1.33

Reports of.

Stonewall, C. S. ram. Arrival of, at Havana, Cuba 187

Trans-Mississippi Department and Division of West Mississippi.

Surrender of Confederate forces in 213

Candee, Mr. Mentioned 460

Canton, Ky. Engagement at, October 18, 1861.

Commnnlcations from S. L. Phelps 439

Report of S. L. Phelps 435,436

Canty, Owen. Mentioned .586,736

Cape Girardeau, Mo.

Field howitzer for 358

Operations of M. Jeff. Thompson near. Reports of

Dove, B. M 437

Perry, R 437

Expedition to, August 16-17, 1861. Report of S. L. Phelps 300

See also Abstract log of V. S. S. Lexington, pp. 778, 779.

Caradice, Pringle. Mentioned 544

Carey, James. Mentioned 736

Carey, Robert H, Mentioned "^.12
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Carondelet, U. S. S. ^^se.

Armament, January, 1862 495

Assignment of signal number to 534

Casualties, February 14, 1802 586

Crew of, March, 1862 730

Fitting out of 444,489

I.ist of oflRcers, February 6, l.%2 5.51

Ijst of soldiers transferred to, March 1(>, 1S()2 7.30

Mentioned 3S7, M.'"), 031, 7(i2, 7<;!», 771, 773, 77.5, 770, 782

Oiierations.

Against Fort Donelson, Tenn., Fel)ruary 14-10. 1S02- .582-592,597,598

At capture of Fort Henry, Tenn., February 0, 1802— 5.34, .537-541, 545

In Tennessee Kiver 575

In vicinity of Island No. 10 and New Madrid, Mo., March 12 to

April 7, 1802 088,698,

705, 706, 710-714, 716-719, 722, 724, 726, 728, 729, 732, 733, 736

Orders for movements 530

Walke, Henry, appointed to command 501

Carr, John P. Report of arrival of U. S. bark Horace Reals at New
York 14

Carrabasset, XJ. S. S.

Expedition to St. Martinsville, La., for recovery of light-house appa-

ratus 232

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 118, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230, 253, 256

Operations in vicinity of Berwick Bay, La 116

Carroll, Captain. Mentioned 433

Carroll, Charles M. Mentioned 406,409,414

Carroll, Richard. Mentioned 551

Carroll, William. Mentioned 101

Carson, William. Mentioned 133

Carswell, William. Mentioned-^ 551

Carter, John C.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 434

Mentioned 435, 450, 515, 638, 048

Carter, Jonathan H.
Mentioned 108, 109, 211, 750, 751, 792-794

Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb from Ked River, La.,

April 23, and her destruction, April 24, 1805 170
Carter, Samuel P. Mentioned 769
Caruthers, Uarshall A. Mentioned 739
Castle, Nelson. Mentioned 325

Cate, David. Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 3S, 5(!, 106, 120, 128, 171
Caulk, John. Correspondence with Navy Dei)artment, U. S 170
Caven, Charles H.

Mentioned 551
Statement of, giving information gained from Confederate gimner at

Fort Henry, Tenn 545
Cavin, G. F. Mentioned 561
Cayton, Mr. Mentioned 426
Cayuga, U. S. S.

Mentioned. 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 100, 120, 123, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230, 238, 256
Operations off Galveston, Tex 51^ 52 124
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Page.

Cazenove, Mr. Mentioned 249,250

Cerro Gordo, Confedernte boat. Mentioned 822

Cerro Gordo, Tenn. Capture of steamer Eastport at 572

Chalmers, James B.

Correspondence with D. Ruggles G20

Mentioned 827

Report of operation in Tennessee River 835-837

Chamberlin, Frank. Mentioned 110

Chambers, H. C. Correspondence with Willinui ".". Wither.s 829

Chambers, J. H. Mentioned 170

Champion, Steamer. Mentioned ^ 742

Champion, U. S. S. Mentioned 161

Champneys, J. T. Mentioned 411

Chancellor, U. S. transport. Mentioned 401,403,780-782

Chandler, Colonel. See Colonel Chandler, Steamer.

Chandler, Joseph W. Mentioned 255

Chaos, British schooner. Mentioned 136, 137

Chapman, George J. Mentioned 754

Charles Bowen, Steamer. Mentioned 779

Charles, Daniel P. Mentioned 587

Charlie, Negro. Mentioned 382

Charlotte, U. S. schooner. Mentioned 3

12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 118, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230, 242. 253, 254, 260, 262

Charm, C. S. transport. Operations at battle of Belmont, Mo., Novem-

ber 7, 1861 409, 425, 427

Chase, Franklin. See Tampico, Mexieo, V. S. consul at.

Chase, Salmon P. See Secretary o/ State, V. S.

Chattahoochee, C. S. S. Mentioned 259

Cheatham, Benjamin F.

Mentioned 41, 408-410, 414, 416, 668, 819

Reiwrt of battle of Belmont, Mo., November 7, 1861 417

Cheatham, B. B. Mentioned SO!), S12, 813

Chicago, 111.

Enlistment of men at .">93, 441

Establishment of naval rendezvous at :!."!1,337, 384

Chickasaw, V. S. S.

Laid up at New Orleanss, La 252,255

Mentioned 3,

12, 25, 38, 56, 72, 73, lOli, lis. 120, 122. T-'S. 171, 1.S0, 1S8, 212, 230

Operations against Mobile, Ala., March s to Ai)ril 12, 1S(!5^ 64

Orders for movements 04, 1<>.'{, 235

Chickasaw, Ala.

Engagement at, March 12, 1862. Reports of

Gwin, William 660

Shirl;, James W 667

Seizure of steamers at 572

Chicquoine, Sewell. Mentioned 74,132

Childs, W. H. Mentioned 230

Choctaw, TJ. S. S.

Laid up at New Orleans, La 204,252,255

Mentioned 160, 163, 225, 712
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Chocura, U. S. S. ^'S*'

Chase of Confederate steamers Granite City and Wave, off Calcasieu

Pass, I^T., January 20, and destruction of schooner Del-

phina, January 22, 1865 16-19

Mentioned 3,

12, 2.-). MS, m, 106, lis, 1?0, 12S, 171, 18H, 212, 230, 254, 260, 262

Christensen, Christian T.

Correspondence witli

Canby, E. K. S 84

Cool;, M. K 82

Eaton, S. JI 5!)

Granger, G 196

Jackson, A. M 10.S

Steele, F 85, 86

Mentioned 202

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Canbj/,

Edward R. S.

Church, Elijah S. Mentioned .- 708

Cincinnati, U. S. S.

Armament, January, 1862 495

(Casualties at Fort Henry, Tenu., February (!, 1862 rao, 544

Condition of 54, 577

Destruction of launch of, by tori)edo in Mobile Hay 130,1.51,133

Fitting out of 489

T-aid up at New Orleans, La 252,255

List of officers, February 6, 1862 550

Mentioned 56, 75, 77, 96, 106,

121, 128, 135, 171, 180, 188, 191, 192, 212, 387, 626, 769, 773-777, 782

Operations.

At capture of Fort Henry, Tenn., February 6, 1862 534,

535, 537, 539, 543, 545, ,5.50, 559, 560

In vicinity of Island No. 10 and New Madrid, Mo., March 12 to

April 7, 1862 69.S, 694, 707, 709. 71 .3, 728, 72!

>

Occupation of Columbus, Ky., March 1-4, 1862 650-655

Orders for movements 179.240
Reconnoissance of Columbus, Ky., February 23, 1S(J2 627,628
Stenibel, li. N., appointed to command 481

Transfer of, from Mississippi to West Gulf Squadron 39,40
Wallace, R. R., ordered to relieve George Brown of command 230

Cincinnati, Ohio.

Affairs at. Report of John A. Winslow ,S67

Naval rendezvous at.

Closing of 368
Establishment of 353,384

Cincinnati, Ohio, President Board of Trade of. (.'orres[)()ndence with
AVar Department, U. S 675

Circassian, U. S. supply steamer. Mentioned 47,118
City of Alton, Steamer. Mentioned 472
City of Cairo, Steamer. Mentioned 164
City of Memphis, Steamer. Mentioned 443,778-780,782,783
Clapp, J. W. Mentioned 831
Clark, John S. Mentioned 3
Clark, M. A. Mentioned 671
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PaRc.

Clark, William M. Mentioned 739,754
Clarksville, Tenn. Occupation of, by U. S. naval force under Klag-Officei-

Foote, February 10-20, 1S62.

Order of A. H. Foote 616
Proclamation of A. H. Foote 618

Reports of

Allen, W. H 019

Floyd, John B G20

Foote, A. H (;17-«19

Phelps, S. L r.iu

See also Report of Foote, i>\>. 3]4-31(;.

Clarksville, Tenn., Hayor of. Mentioned 61S

Clary, Albert G.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 3D, 42, 57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 180, 21.3, 231

Reports of.

Brazos Santiago, Tex. Affairs at 6

Brazos Santiago, Tex. Capture of schooner Josephine off, Janu-

ary 14, 1865 11

Claud, FeUx. Mentioned 221

Clay, Hugh L. Mentioned 2(!8

Cleave, Thomas. Mentioned 736

Clematis, U. S. tug. Mentioned 141, lit.'"), 230, 2.'i4, 2(i0,262

Clemmens, Frank. Mentioned 694

Clemson, James Y. Mentioned 551

Cleveland, Ohio. Naval rendezvous at.

Closing of 393

Establishment of 384

Clifton, Tenn. Seizure of wheat and flour at. Report of William G\vin__ 634

Clinton, V. S. transport. Mentioned 58,119

Cloud, White. See White Cloud, Steamer.

Clyde, U. S. Army transport. Mentioned 220

Clyde, V. S. S. Mentioned 240

Cochran, John. Mentioned 736

Coffer, George M. Mentioned 382

Coffey, James. Mentioned 540

Colahan, Charles. Mentioned 303

Colbum, Oliver. Mentioned 4,

12, 25, 39, 57, 106, 121, 120, 172, 189, 213, 231, 255, 260, 202

Colby, Edward P. Report of casualties on V. S. S. Rodolph, April

1, 1865 74

Cole, John P. Mentioned 61

Coleman, Ferdinand T. Mentioned 551

Coleman, William B. Mentioned 5.51,644

Collier, Captain. JXentioned 291

Collins, Captain. Mentioned 103,104

Collins, E. J. Mentioned 587

Collins, John H. Mentioned 172,230

Colonel Chandler, Steamer. Mentioned 154

Colorado, V. S. S. Mentioned ^ 22

Columbus, Ky.
Affairs at.

Communications from D. M. Frost 808,809

Report of L. Polk 811
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Columbus, Ky.—Continued. P*se-

Engagement at, September 4, 1861.

Order of U. S. Grant 310

Report of John Rodgers 30!)

Engagement with Confederate batteries near, October 7. ISfil.

Commvmlcation from L. Polk 793

Order of U. S. Grant 3C2

Reports of

Foote, A. H ."fUO

Walke, H 3(52

See al.so Abstract log of U. &'. .S. Tiilvr, p. 772.

Engagement with Confederate gunboats from, January 11, 1802.

Reports of.

Foote, A. H 4!)7^0!)

Porter, W. D 40<J

Evacuation of, by Confederates, and occupation of, by Union forces,

March 1-4, 1S62. Reports of

Cullum, G. W 053

Foote, A. H 650

Polk, L '__ 654

See also Abstract log of U. S. S. Lexington, p. 7.83.

Measures for defense of.

Communications from
Maury, M. F 800
Polk, L 805
Saunders, A. L 807

Memorandum from J. Trudeau 819
Orders and instructions.

Beauregard, G. T S2S
Navy Department, C. S S24
Pollc, L SIO

Proposition of Josiah Gorgas to fortify 788
Reports of

Pillow, Gideon J 802-804
Polk, L 803

Oiieratlons against.

Communications from A. S. Johnston 814
Reports of

Pillow, G. J 817
Polk, Jj S14, 815

Proposal of W. D. Porter to attack 430
Retounoissance to.

January 7, 1862. Reiwrt of A. 11. Footo 486
February 23, 1862.

Communications from
Cullum, George W (>2S-631
Foote, A. 11 (!2(!, 628-631
Polk, I 628

Preparatory orders and correspondence 621-626
Reports of

Cullum, George W 627,628
Foote, A. H 027,028
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Commerce, Mo. Page.

Expedition to.

August 16-17, 1861. Reports of

Stembel, R. N 300
Rodgers, John 300
See also Abstract log of U. 8. S. Lexington, pp. 778, 779.

August 20, 1861.

Communications from John Rodgers 303

Report of John Rodgers 302

See also Abstract log of X/. S. 8. Lexington, \i. 779.

Letter of John Rodgers advising fortifying 305
Comstock, Cyrus B. Mentioned 68
Conestoga, U. S. S.

Armament, January, 1862 495
Engagement at

Canton, Ky., November 18, 1861 435,439
Lucas Bend, Mo., September 10, 1861 323-330

Expeditions

To Eddyvllle, Ky., October 26-28, 1861 379-384

Owensboro, Ky., September 22-25, 1861 .S44-349

Up Tennessee River to Florence, Ala., February 6-10, 1862 570-574

List of officers, February 6, 1862 550

Mentioned 335, 339, 351,

352, 354, 361, 374-383, 389, 397, 428, 470, 479^81, 483, 488, 493, 501,

507-510, 512, 513, 520, 521, 575, 624, 675, 699, 769, 775, 782, 794, 821

Occupation of Clarksville, Tenn., February 19-20, 1862 616-620

Operations.

Against Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 14-16, 1862 58.3-585, 587

At capture of Fort Henry, Tenn., February 6, 1862 534,

537, 538, 542, 550

In Cumberland River 371, 372, 374, 394, 435, 439, 457, 461, 479

In Ohio River 356, 364, 378, 4.35, 479, 497

In Tennessee River 371, 372, 479, 485, 507, 528

Orders for movements 310, 322, 334, 367, 480, 487, 537

Purchase and fitting out of 283-287, 290-294, 297-299

Confederate Signal Corps cipher 10

Confederate titles. Order of Navy Department, U. S., forbidding use of 236

Confederate Troops. Mentioned. Artillery—Batteries: Rucker's, 746, 819.

Congress, C. S.

An act making appropriations for floating defenses. Western rivers. _ 814

Evidence taken before joint special committee of, for investigation of

affairs of Navy Department 842

Plan for defense of Mississippi River submitted to, by W. T.

Withers - 829-83J

Congress, tJ. S. Joint resolution of, tendering thanks to A. H. Foote-- 735

Connell, John M. Mentioned 587

Connelly, A. Mentioned '^36

Connelly, John. Mentioned '^36

Conrad, Charles TUL.

Correspondence with William T. Withers 825)

Mentioned ^30

N w B—^VOL 22 55
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Constable, A. G. A. Page.

Appointed superintendent Mortar Flotilla 48.3

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 464,518

Mentioned— 385, 386, 388, 454, 455, 484, 491, 492, 494, 496, 519, .''.25. 577, 580

Construction, purchase, and equipment of vessels. See Western waters.

Organization and equipment of naval forces on.

Continental, Steamer. Mentioned 785

Contraband of war ^ 171

Cook, John. Mentioned 401,403

Cook, Joseph J. Mentioned 124

Cook, Martin K. Correspondence with C. T. Christensen 82

Cook, Thomas. Mentioned 550

Cook, William C. Mentioned 256

Cooley, Charles. Mentioned 737

Coon, V. S. Mentioned 586

Cooper, . Mentioned 5

Cooper, John. Mentioned 199,200

Cooper, S. C. Mentioned 745

Cooper, Samuel. Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 755,825

Heiman, A 564

Maury, Dabney H 267,269
Pillow, Gideon J 598

Polls, L 407, 564
Tilghman, L 552, 553, 562

Copas, Nathan R. Mentioned 561
Coquette, Steamer. Mentioned 134
Cora, Steamer. Capture of, March 24, 1865 116,117
Cornelius, J. N. Mentioned 170
Comubia, IT. S. S.

Captures made by 135-137
Destruction of steamer Denbigh, May 24, 1865 197, 224
Driving ashore of C. S. schooner Le Compt, May 24, 1865 197, 198, 224
Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, IOC, 121, 128, 171, 188, 212, 217, 230, 243,' 256

Corypheus, U. S. schooner. Mentioned 3
12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 118, 121, 128, 172, 188, 212, 230, 253. 256

Cosby, George B. Mentioned 59g
Costello, John. Mentioned 540
Coubum, Charles. Mentioned 73 ^32
Couly, Owen. Mentioned 58(5

Cowslip, U. S. S.

Condition of 209
Mentioned . 3_ 12, 16, 25, 38, 56,

106, 114, 118, 121, 128, 130, 172, ISS, 212, 230, 253, 254, 260, 262
Operations in Mobile Bay, Ala 199-201

Cox, John. Mentioned 170
Crafts, Samuel P. Mentioned 195 230
Craigs, Reynolds. Mentioned 73g
Grain, Walter 0. Mentioned 554 557
Crampton, E. Mentioned 73g
Cree, Joseph C. Correspondence with H. K. Thatcher 233
Oreighton, George. Mentioned 132
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Creole, Belle. See Belle Creole, Steamer. Page.

Crescent City, U. S. steam transport. Mentioned 668, 785
Crews, James M. Mentioned 571,573,648
Crittenden, George B.

Correspondence with W. W. Macknll i 823
Report of operations in Tennessee River 837

Crocker, Niles T. Mentioned 189
Crockett, Robert J. Mentioned 745
Cronan, John. Iteport of survey of steamers Baltic, Morgan, and Ulack

Diamond 226-229
Cropps, W. J. Mentioned 736
Crosby, J. Schuyler. Mentioned I45
For correspondence as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, see Haiikf:, X. I'.

Crosby. Peirce.

Correspondence with

Gill, C. C 53,87
Greene, T. P 50,65
Palmer, J. S 26,1.38,163

Simpson, E z 88. 115
Thatcher, H. K 63,78,89,134,202,209,239,240

Mentioned 25, 39, 56, 76, 92, 106, 121, 128, 172, 180, 213, 231

Reports of.

Baltic, Morgan, and Black Diamond, Captured steamers. Sur-

vey of 22(>-229

Mahoney, John. Boats taken from shipyard of, at Algiers, La 230

Mobile, Ala. Proceedings of commission appointed to examine
wharves, docks, etc., in and about 133

Crowel, Augustus F. Mentioned 551

Crowell, Miner B. Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 188, 212, 230

Cruft, Charles. Mentioned 340

Crumbough, George E. Mentioned 382

Cubine, W. J. B. Mentioned 561

Culbertson, Jacob. Mentioned 554,565-567

Cullum, George W.
Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 470,622,658,662

Grant, U. S 595

Halleck, H. W 577. .578, 622, 631, 049, 656, 658, 663

McClellan, G. B 621,622

Phelps, S. L 619,621,623,624

Polk, L 628-630

Pope. John 689, 692

Mentioned 459, 460, 402, 472, 626, 633, 651, 652, 655, 686

Reports of.

Columbus, Ky.

Evacuation of, by Confederates, and occiipation of, by

Union forces, March 1-4, 1862 (>53

Reconnoissance to, F'ebruary 23, 1862 627, 628

Cumberland River. Operations iu 577

Island Xo. 10, Mississippi River, and New Madrid, Mo. Pro-

posed operations against 661

Pittsburg Landing, Tenn. Engagement at, March 1, 1862 1_ 646
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Cumberland Biver. Pa^''-

Affairs on.

Coiiiinunication from W. B. Machen Ti)7

Keports of

Phelps, S. R 383

Smith, C. F 427

Correspondence regarding adaptability of mortar boats for serv-

ice in 511-514

Burning of bridges over. Reports of

Allen, W. H 019

Floyd, John B 620

Foote, A. H 61!)

Measures for defense of.

Communications from
Brown, Neill S .S09

Brown, N. S., and Harding, W. G K06

Henry, G. A 797

Polli, Leonidas 794

Orders and instructions.

Johnston, A. S 807

Navy Department, C. S <S12

Reports of

Gilmer, J. F 799

Haynes, Milton A 798

Johnston, A. S 801

Operations on.

Communications from

Foote, A. H 622,624

Halleck, H. W ()37, 639
McClellan, G. B 613,631
Navy Department, V. S 648

Phelps, S. L 614

Wise, H. A 649

Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 480

Grant, U. S 631
Halleck, H. W 616,625
Hardee, W. J 820,823
President, U. S 641

Reports of

Foote, A. H t«5, <>;i6, 638
Halleck, H. W 641
Heiman, A gl5
Phelps, S. Jj 371,374,394,435,457,461,623
Pillow, G. J S21
Porter, W. D 396

See also Canton, Ky.; Clarksville, Tcnn.; Eddyville, Ky.; Fort
Donelson, Tenn.; Fort Zollicoffer; Nashville, Tenn.

Cummins, Edmund H. Mentioned 753
Curran, Sanford. Mentioned I31 J32
Curell, James B. Correspondence with J. S. Palmer 265,266
Curlew No. 2, Steamer. Mentioned 780
Curry, Georg'e Vf. Mentioned 156



INDEX, 869

I'age.

Curry, Llewellyn. Mentioned 551
Curry, Thompson. Mentioned 404

Curtis, James. Mentioned 537
Curtis, Samuel B.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 434
Mentioned 400, 492, 494, 664

Curtise, Williard. Mentioned 544
Cushman, Charles H. Mentioned 2ii4, 258, 260, 262
Cutter, Richard H. Mentioned r^r^o

Cuyler, R. R. See R. R. Cuyler, V. 8. 8.

D. A. January, Steamer. Mentioned 779,782
D. a. Taylor, Steamer. Mentioned 448,785
Daggett, Mr. Mentioned 460
Dahlgren, John A. Mentioned 295, 3;i9, 342, 517

For correspondence, see Navy Yard, Washington, D. C, Commandant of.

Dahlia, U. S. S. Mentioned 159,162
Dakin, P. Mentioned 730
Dale, Anna. See Anna Dale, 8chooner.

Dale, Kate. See Kate Dale, 8teamer.

lialton, Hichael. Mentioned .544

Dana, Napoleon J. T. Mentioned .55

Danfield, J. Mentioned 730
Dauntless,* U. S. S. Mentioned 770,777
Dauphin Island, Alabama. Wreclj of T7. S. S. Pinlc on, Septenil)er 23,

1865. Reports of

Belden, Samuel 250

Thatcher, H. K 2.50

Davis, Charles H. Mentioned .316,703,735

Davis, Edmund J. Mentioned 216,273

Davis, G. A. Mentioned 730

Davis, H. H. Mentioned 170

Davis, Jeff. See Jeff Davis, C. S. 8.

Davis, Jefferson. See President, C. 8.

Davis, John. Mentioned 36

Davis, Joseph J. Correspondence with Navy Department, V. S 299

Davis, M. Mentioned 170

Davis, Oscar S. Mentioned 5.51

Davis, Reuben. Mentioned 831

Davis, Thomas R. Mentioned 73C

Davis, W. R. Mentioned 170

Dean, Benjamin C.

Mentioned 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 128, 137, 172, 188, 212, 230

Reports of.

Eco, Mexican brig. Capture of, February 24, 1865 49

Galveston, Tex. Capture of cotton off 136

Dean, Thaddeus J. Mentioned 715

Deason, John B. Mentioned 810

Decatur, Stephen. See Stephen Decatur, 8teamer.

De Horsey, A. F. B.

Correspondence w>th T. H. Stevens 183

Mentioned 24

* Known in the service as the Mignonette.
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Page.

Delaney, Isaac. Mentioned 736

Delaney, P. H. Mentioned 736

Belphina, Scliooner. Destruction of, by boat exi)editiou from U. S. S.

Chocura, in Calcasieu River, La., Jiuiuary 22, 1S65 16-19

Denbigh, Steamer.

Destruction of, May 24, 1S65 197

Mentioned 335, 190, 224

Denicke, C. F. M. Report of operations against Mobile. Ala 93

Denning, Maria. See Maria Dcnninp, U. >S'. receiving ship.

Dennison, B. R. Mentioned 421

Department of the West.

Affairs in. Report of John C. Fremont 313

Fremont, John C. relieves George B. McCJellan of command 295

Derrick, Clarence. For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general,

see Cooper, Samuel.

De Russy Lewis, G. Mentioned 792

Desha, Franklin W. Mentioned 564

Des Moines," Steamer. Mentioned 779

De Soto, Confederate steamer. Mentioned 742, 752, 7.'>7, 771, 777

Detroit, Mich. Xaval rendezvous at.

Closing of 356

Establishment authorized 337

Devoe, J. B. Report of, transmitting cipher nsed in Confederate Signal

Corps 9, 10

Devoe, M. Mentioned 737
De Wall, Lewis. Mentioned 73,132
De Wolf, Leon. Mentioned 131

Diadem, Steamer. Mentioned 779
Diamond, Black. See Black Diamond, Steamer.

Diamond, John. Mentioned 586, 736
Dickey, John H. See John IT. Dickey, Steamer.

Dinsmore, Augusta. See Aiigunta Dinsmorc, I'. S. S.

Dinton, Jesse. Mentioned 133
Dixon, Joseph. Mentioned 411, 561, 001, 00.5, 797, 798, 800
Doherty, John. Mentioned 551, .580

Donaghho, M. C. Mentioned C94
Donaldson, Oliver. Mentioned 551
Donelson, Fort. See Fort Donelson, Tenn.
Donelson, Fort. See Fort Donelson, U. S. S.

Dorr, E. P. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 288
Dorsey, John W. Mentioned 800
Dougherty, Henry. Mentioned 402,405,425,029
Doughty, John. Mentioned 587
Dove, Benjamin M.

Appointed to command steamer Maria Denning 428
Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 433_ 443^ 445^ 445)^ 455
Kilty, A. H 531,533
Walke, H 54]^

Mentioned 442, 587, 500, 620, 051-053, 073, 693
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Dove, Benjamin M.—Continued. Page.

Reports of.

Cairo, 111. Affairs iit 441^43
Fort Donelson, Teun. Surrender of, February 10, 1862 588
Fort Holt, Ky. Exchange of shots with Confederate vessels, and

fitting out of gunboats 448
Maria Denning, U. S. receiving ship. Passage of, from St.

Louis to Cairo 436,437
Mississippi River. Operations in 450

Testimony of L. Wallace as to conduct of, at Fort Donelson 589
Dover, Tenn. Affairs at. Report of S. L. Phelps 457
Dowdall & Co. Mentioned 472
Downes, John.

Correspondence with H. K. Thatcher 233
Mentioned 118, 121, 128, 172, 189, 212, 217, 231, 235, 240

Drake, Joseph. Mentioned 554, 555, 565-567, 569
Drennan, Eli. Mentioned 382
Dresser, Jasper M. Report of construction of Confederate vessels at

New Orleans, La 671
Drion, John. Mentioned 131
Driscoll, Michael. Mentioned 74,132
Duble, John A. Mentioned 289, 550
Du Bois, Theodore B.

Mentioned 106, 120, 128, 172, 189, 213, 231, 242

Report of injuries sustained by U. S. S. Albatross in a gale 14
Dubrock, A. B. Mentioned 166,169
Duckworth, Henry. Mentioned 255

Duer, L. M. Mentioned 166,169

Duff, William. Mentioned 586
Duly, C. Mentioned 737

Dunbar, C. S. steam transport. Mentioned— 520, 521, 565, 568, 579, 671, 781, 822

Duncan, Mr. Mentioned 256

Duncan, Andrew. Mentioned 382

Dunham, H. O. Mentioned 170

Dunn, Martin. Mentioned 404, 551, 644, 645, 782-784

Dunn, William McK. Mentioned 280

Dunnington, John W. Mentioned 750,751,787,804

Dunnscallo, J. Mentioned 736

Du Peyster, Mr. Mentioned 778

Du Pont, Samuel F. Mentioned 435,471

Dupre, Lucius J. Mentioned 830

Dutch, Amos. Mentioned '586, 736

Dyer, Clarence H. Correspondence with S. P. Lee 127

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Caahy, E. R. S.

Dyer, N. Mayo.
Correspondence with

Colby, Edward P 74

Gherardi, B , 9

Granger, G 11

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 57, 70, 100, 121, 129, 189, 212, 230, 254, 260, 262

Report of sinking of U. S. S. Rodolph by torpedo, April 1, 1865 72

Dyer, W. £. Meutioned 421
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Eads, James B. ^^ee.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 387,439,485

Mentioned 378, 305, 438, 459, 462, 463, 471, 494, 496, 502, 504, 505, 515, 517

Plan of, for blockading Southern commerce on Western rivers 277-280

Eagle, War. See War Eagle, Steamer.

East Gulf Squadron. Stribling, C. K., relieved of command, and squad-

ron combined with West "Gulf Squadron >mder command
of H. K. Thatcher 217, 2,37

East Pascagoula, Miss. See Pascagoula, Miss.

Eastman, Steamer. Mentioned 371

Eastport,* C. S. gunboat

Capture of, February 7, 1862 570-573

Mentioned 458, 521, 570-573, 615,

616, 643, 650, 655, 664-666, 669, 673, 679, 684, 712, 7G0, 761, 783, 822

Eaton, J. H. For correspondence as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

see Frimont, J. C.

Eaton, Stephen M.
Correspondence with

Adams, M., jr 76

Strong, R. P 93

Thatcher, H. K 82

Mentioned 105

Report of defenses of Mobile, Ala 59

Eaton, William B. Correspondence with Navy Department, V. S 207

Eckluanand, H. Mentioned 165

Eco, Mexican brig. Capture of, off Galveston, Tex., February V.), 1865— 49, 50

Eddyville, Ky.
Affairs at. Report of S. L. Phelps 371

Expedition to, October 26-28, 1861.
Casualties 380, 382, 3&S

Reports of.

Foote, A. H 382

Phelps, S. L 378,379,383
Phillips, Jesse J 381

Smith, C. F 380

Edger, Benjamin. Mentioned 587

Edwards, Thomas. Mentioned 4,

12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 12!), 172, 1S9, 213, 231, 423
Elk, V. S. S. Mentioned 12,25,

38, 5G, 106, 118, 121, 122, 128, 130, 132, 135, 172, 388, 212 ,230, 2.53, 256
Ellen, Mary. See Mary Ellen, Schooner.

Ellet, Charles, jr.

Correspondence with

Navy Department, U. S 288
Halleck H. W 680,681
War Department, U. S 665,680-683,685

Mentioned 672
Report of fitting out of Ram Fleet 681-683

Ellis, Leslie. Mentioned 565,566
Ellis, Powhatan. Report of capture of Fort Henry, Tenn., February 6,

1862 564

Aftenvards U. S. S. Eastport.
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Page.

Ellis & Co. Mentioned 676

EUms, Franklin.

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 3'J, 56, 100, 12:, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230, 254, 200, 262

ReiJort of sinking of V. S. S. Idii by torpedo, April 13, 1S65 131

Elston, Isaac C, jr. Mentioned 507

Elwell, James. Mentioned 736

Ely, Robert B.

Mentioned 158, 159

Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb from Red River, La.,

April 23, 1865 161

Emerald, Steamer.

Charter of 367,368

Mentioned 441, 444, 449, 782, 783

Movements of 451,455

Emmons, George P.

Correspondence with

Allen, John H 52

Beers, James R , 18

Benham, A. E. K 38,53

Clary, A. G - - 6

Erben, H., jr 43

Hawes, J. M 265

Leonard, Ezra 116

Le Roy, William E 148,208

Matnmoras, Mexico, Conimandins general at 46

Meade, Richard W., jr 17

Mullany, J. R. M 23,27,30

Taylor, B. B 5

Thatcher, H. K 84

Wilson, H 51

Woolsey, M. B ^ 34

Mentioned 4, 12, 16, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 128. 144, 160, 172, 189, 213, 223

Reports of.

Galveston, Tex.

Cutting out .of schooners Annie Sophia and Pet and at-

tempted destruction of steamer Wren in harbor of, Feb-

ruary 7, 1S65 29

Destruction of steamer Will-o'-the-wlsp off, February 10,

1865 33

Operations off 22, 32

Matamoras, Mexico. Expulsion of TJ. S. consul from 42

Pass Cavallo, Tex. Destruction of C. S. schooner Anna Dale in,

February IS, 1865 43

Empire State, Schooner. Mentioned 7

Empress, Steamer. Mentioned 778, 783, 785

English, William. Mentioned TSC

Enos, William W. Mentioned 147

Eolus, V. S. S. Mentioned 126

Equipment of naval forces on Western Waters. See Western Waters.

Organization and cqnipmcnt of naval forces on.

Era, New. See New Era, U. S. 8.
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Erben, Henry, Jr.
^"^®"

Correspoudence with

Brown, James W **

Navy Department U. S 3^2

Eummell, C. V 51

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 32, 39, 42, 56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213

Reports of.

Ben Willis, Schooner. Seizure of, February 2, 1865 26

Pass Cavallo, Tex. Destruction of C. S. schooner Anna Dale In,

February 18, 1865 43

Erie. See Lake Eric, Steamer.

Erie, Pa. Enlistment of men at 434

Erwin, Charles H. Mentioned 746

Essex, V. S. S.

Armament, January, 1862 495

Casualties at Fort Henry, Tenn., February 6, 1862 540

Condition of 5'

'

Engagement with Confederate vessels near Columbns, Ky., Missis-

sippi River, January 11, 1862 497-500,511

Grounding of __ 451, 453

List of officers," February 6, 1862 551

Mentioned 45,'), 459, 400, 463, 481,

483, 493, 502, 511, 639, 603, 677, 678, 099, 703, 712, 773, 781, 782

Operations.

At capture of Fort Henry. Tenn., February 6, 1862 534,

537-540, 545, 540, 549, 551, 558

In Mississippi River 486

Orders for movements 490,491,529,531

Estrella, U. S. S.

Fitting of. as flagship of West Gulf Squadron "-- 218

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 118, 121, 128, 172, 188, 212,

. 219, 222-225, 230, 232, 233, 235-247, 250, 252, 254, 250-261, 263

Etchison, Don E. D. Mentioned 46

Evans, Joseph.. Mentioned 359

Evelyn, Blockade runner. Mentioned 190

Everhart, John. Mentioned 73,132

Everett, Charles. Reports of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb from

Red River, I,a., April 2.3, 1865 145,147

Ewing', Steamer. Sale of, at Pensacola, Fla 257

Fairchild, V. S. transport. Mentioned 78,3

Falls, H. H. Mentioned 423

Fanny Bullitt, U. S. steam transport. Mentioned 782,785

Farragut, David G. Mentioned 20,123,214,239

Farrand, Ebenezer.

Correspondence with

Bennett, J. W 99

Liddell, St. .John R 98

Mj'ers, Julian 181

Simpson, E 177

Mentioned 168, 176-180, 263, 267, 269

Surrender by, of C. S. naval forces operating in vicinity of Mobile,

Ala. See Tomhigbee River, Ala. Surrender of Confederate

vessels in.
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Page.
Fashion, Steamer. Mentioned 158
Paulkner, George. Mentioned 736
Faulkner, William D.

Mentioned 551
Report of condition of machinery of TJ. S. S. Benton 506

Fauria, V. Mentioned 20
Fearnot, U. S. S. Mentioned 3,12,

25, 38, 56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 188, 212, 230, 242, 243, 253, 255, 260, 262
Febiger, John C. Request of, to be assigned to duty on "Western

waters 277
Fendall, James R. T. Mentioned 102
Ferd. Kennett, Steamer. Mentioned 805
Ferry, Theodore P. Mentioned 500,540,551
Fickett, Levi S.

.Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 30, 56, 100, 121, 128, 172, ISO, 212, 231
Report of operations in Vermilion Rayou, I.a., and car)ture of

schooner Malta, March 3, 1SC5 61
Field, Spencer. Mentioned 164
Finnie, John G. Mentioned 416
Finnie, Thomas J. Mentioned 740

Fisher, Steamer. Mentioned 383

Fisher, George. Mentioned 730

Fisher, H. I. Mentioned 736

Fisher, William G. Mentioned 73,132

Fiske, William O.

Correspondence with

Fitzhugh, W. E _• 142

Sherman, T. W 142,143

Mentioned 158

Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb from I£ert River, La.,

April 2.3, 1805 142,143

Fister, Henry. Mentioned 741

Fitch, Captain. Mentioned 771

Fitzgerald, B. A. Mentioned 648

Fitzgerald, Edward. Mentioned 419

Fitzhugh, William E.

Correspondence with E. R. S. Canby 216

Mentioned 4, 12, 162

Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb from Red River, La.,

April 23, and her destruction, April 24, ].S(i5 142,158

Fitzpatrick, James. Mentioned 404,551

Fitzwater, Andrew J.

Correspondence with

Banks, N. P 144,145

Maloney, P. J 145

Sherman, T. W 143,145,146

Report of destruction of C. S. ram William H. Wel)b, .\.pril 24, 1S65_ 150, 156

Flags of truce 13,205,626-631

Flaherty, James. Mentioned 736

Flaherty, John. Mentioned 736

Fleming, Charles E. Mentioned 254,260,262

Fletcher, Armorer. Mentioned 254,260,262

Fletcher, J. W. Mentioned 170
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Page.

Fleury, M. Mentioned 737

Flirt, Steamer. Mentioned—' 334

Florence, Ala. Expedition to. See Tennessee River. Expedition up, to

Florence, Ala., February 6-10, 1862.

Florida. Removal of restrictions on commercial intercourse with 171

Florida, U. S. S.

Chase of C. S. ram William H. Webb, .\pril 24. 1S(i.-. 142, 166, 167

Mentioned 155, 205

Orders for movements 157

Floyd, John B.

Correspondence witli

Allen, W. H- , 619

Johnston, A. S 609,612

Mackall, W. W 552

Pillow, G. 3 609,821

Tilghman, Lloyd 552

Mentioned .'")ft3. 584, 600, 605, 606, 608, 613, 614, 823

Reports of.

Clarlvsville, Tenn. Occupation of, l)y 1'. S. naval forces, Feb-

ruary 19, 1862 620

Fort Donelson, Tenn. Attack on, February 13-14, 1862 610-612

Flynn, J. Mentioned 737

Foots, Andrew H.
Appointed flag-officer 429,444

Commendatory letter from, regarding services of John Rodgers 320

Congratulatory letter from, to survivors of IT. ,S. S. Carondelet 598

Correspondence with

Adams, Theodore 484

Allen, B 469, 488

Anderson, Robert 351

Bryant, N. C 529, 616, 640
Callender, F. D 369

Carter, John C 434

Constable, A. G. A 464,518
Cullum, G. W 470,622,658,662
Curtis, Samuel R 434
Dove, B. M 428, 433, 436, 437, 441^43, 445, 447-450, 455, 588
Eads, James B 387, 439, 485
Foote, A. H., Mrs 620
Fox, G. V- 305, 320, 464, 467, 471, 473, 475, 477, 478, 491, 522, 546, 648, 659
Fremont, J. B 351,352
Fremont, J. C 335, 341, 346, 348, 365, 366, 368, 369, 385, 388
Grant, U. S 345, 346, 355, 447, 461, 482, 489, 624, 626, 660
Gwin, William 634, 643, 647, 655, 666, 762
Halleck, H. W 453,454,

465, 468, 470, 474, 475, 496, 505, 511, 514, 524, 525, 530, 517, 575,

582, 632, 637, 639, 656, 661, 673, 677, 685-688, 700, 703, 710, 712
Hamilton, William L 509
Harwood, A. A 331, 338, 444, 472, 526,

527, 577, 625, 635, 638, 640, 042, 650, 655-657, 659, 664, 665, 760
Howard, William A 443 447
Indiana, Governor of 35I
Kilty, A. H 444,529,530,725
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Foots, Andrew H.—Continued. Page.

Correspondence with—Continued.

Litherbury, John 392,471
McClellan, G. B . 453,455,595,613
McClemand, J. A 544
McKeever, C 358, 442
Meigs, M. C 341,355,

360, 368, 378, 386, 387, 390, 395, 429, 431, 438, 446,

462, 468, 482, 483, 495, 502, 503, 517, 520, 642, 663
Meigs, M. C, jr 49(5

Moore, Carlton R 337
Na^-y Department, V. S 305-307,332,

385, 392, 432, 435, 464, 467, 468, 473^75, 477, 478, 491,

498, 515, 516, 532, 547, 582, 614, 724, 728, 729, 759, 765
Navy yard, Washington, D. C, Commandant of 768
Paulding, Leonard 331, 337, 353, 441, 500
Pennock, A. M 374, 443, 451, 453, 455, 478, 505, 668, 673, 674, 684
Perry, Roger 359, 369, 370, 386, 398, 432, 437
Phelps, S. L 324, 330,

334, 345, 356, 364, 371, 374, 378, 379, 383, 394, 435, 457, 461, 479, 480,

485, 487, 488, 501, 507, 508, 510, 512, 513, 528, 542, 570, 571, 583, 615
Polk, L 628-630
Pope, John 701, 713, 714, 719
Porter, TV. D 358,

377, 396, 430, 490, 491, 499, 501, 511, 529, 531, 545, 678, 730
President, U. S 735
Prichett, James M 500,759
Raxford, Denison A ,353

Riley, Robert K 540
Ripley, J. W 450,453
Roberts, George AV 707

Rodgers, J 318, 352
Sanford, J. P 343, 455, 577, 580

Scott, Thomas A 709,710

Shirk, James W 441,

444, 445, 448, 481, 484, 508, 509, 520, 541, 645, 667, 674, 764

Smith, Charles 525

Smith, Joseph 506

Steedman, C 343

Stembel, R. N 326, 330, .346, 434, 440, 481, 505, 539, 544

Strong, W. K 671

Symington, J 338, 356, 450, 462, 519, 525

Tilghman, Lloyd 548

Thompson, Egbert 592

Walke, Henry 322,

332, 333, 335, 336, 339, 340, 344, 349, 350, 354, 359, 362, 366,

372, 389, 400, 575, 583, 587, 590, 688, 698, 704, 706, 710, 726

War Department, U. S 356, 575, 576, 582

Weatherly, Jos. L 337

Weaver, Daniel 541

Winslow, J. A 367, 368, 432, 442, 444

Wilson, B 448

Wise, George D 456, 459, 460, 462, 463, 472, 491, 496, 674, 760
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Foote, Andrew H.—Continued. '^''se.

Correspondence with—Continued.

Wise, H. A 4G9,

oK), 517, 521-524, 52()-528, 532, 549, G13, 635, 636, 641,

649, 655, 057, 665, 666, 069, 670, 079, 685-688, 759, 761

Detiiched from New Yorlt Navy Yard and appointed to command on

Western waters 305-308, 313, 318, 320

Extent of injury received by, at Fort Donelson, Tenn 660

Joint resolution of Congress, U. S., tendering thanlcs to 735

Mentioned 312, 317, 361, 531-533, 553, 559, 561,

577-579, 581, 580, 589, 594, 621-624, 631, 653, 654, 657-663, 672, 690-

692, 095, 704, 708, 716-718, 732, 766, 769, 771-773, 777, 779, 781, 814

Orders.

General 333, 465-467, 546, 688, 691, 728, 730

Special 5.85-537

Proclamation of, to citizens of Clarksville, Tenn 618

Presentation of sword to 679

Reports of.

Belmont, Mo. Battle of, November 7, 1861 398

Cairo, 111.

Commissioning of vessels at 506

Fitting out of U. S. vessels at 453^55, 459, 462, 472, 474,

489, 498, 502-504, 515, 517, 521, 522, 535, 577, 579, 632,

635, 637, 638, 640, 642, 650, 655, 657, 659, 664, 760, 768

Clarksville, Tenn. Occupation of, February 19-20, 1862 617-619

Columbus, Ky.

Engagement with Confederate batteries near, October 7,

1861 360
Engagement with Confederate gunboats from, January 11,

1862 . 407, 498, 499
Evacuation of, by Confederates and occupation of, by Union

forces, March 1^, 1862 650-<i52

Proposed reconnoissance to 624

Reconnoissance to.

January 7, 1862 486
February 23, 1862 627,628

Cumberliind River. Operations in 396,397,636
Eastport, Captured steamer. Completion of 615
Eddyville, Ky. Expedition to, October 26-28, 1861 382
Fort Donelson, Tenn. Attack on, and surrender of, February

12-16, 1862 584-587
Fort Henry, Tenn. Capture of, February 6, 1862 .')34,

537-539, 542, 543, 545, 548, 550
Island No. 10, Mississippi River, and New Madrid, Mo.

Combined operations in vicinity of, March 12, to surrender
of Island No. 10, April 7, 1862 685-689,

693-700, 702, 705, 706, 709, 711, 712, 719, 720, 722, 723, 726
Proposed operations against 657,659,662,663

Lucas Bend, Mo. Engagement at, September 10, 1861 323,325
Mississippi and Tennessee Rivers. Proposed operations in 489
Nashville, Tenn. Affairs at g39
Ohio Elver. Affairs on 4^3
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Foote, Andrew H.—Continued. Page
Reports of—Continued.

Owensboro, Ky. Expedition to, September 22-25, 1861 346-349
Pittsburg Landing, Tenn. Engagement at, Mnrch 1, lS(i2 643,647
Shiloh, Tenn. Naval operations at battle of, April 6-7, 1S62 762
Tennessee River.

Expedition up, to Florence, Ala., February 6-10, 1S02___ 570, 571
Operations In 632,633
Rumor of construction of Confederate ironclads in 375

Western Flotilla. Operations of, Septejnber 6, 1861, to May
9, 1862 '_ 314

Western waters.

Affairs on, generally 323,451,491^95
List of officers assigned to vessels on 481,483
Organization of U. S. naval forces on 314,330,331,342,354

355, 357, 360, 363, 364, 373, 370, 37S, 384, 390, 393, 395, 429, 438, 445
Request of, for appointment as flag-officer 390,393,399,400
Request of, for information as to discbarge and pension of disabled

officers ,"578

Foote, Andrew H., Mrs.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 626
Mentioned 073

Foote, Henry S., Jr. Mentioned 421
Foote, Hoses. Mentioned 119
Forbes, J. A. Mentioned 423
Forchimer, Mr. Mentioned 110
Ford, John. Mentioned 730
Ford, Marshall H. Mentioned .540,551

Ford, William. Mentioned 567

Ford, William. (Pilot.) Mentioned 404,551
Forfeited and abandoned property 614»
Forrest, Nathan B. Mentioned 80,600

Fort Alexis, Ala. Capture of. See Mobile. AIn. Operations against,

from March 8, including capture of eiti/. April 72, 1865.

Fort Banks, Commanding' OflScer of. C'orrespoiidenco with T. W.
Sherman 142

Fort Donelson, U. S. S.

Condition of 23S

Mentioned 141

Fort Donelson, Tenn.

Affairs at. Report of S. L. Phelps 461,485,486,512-514

See also Dover, Tenn.

Attack on, and surrender, February 12-16, 1862.

Casualties 586, 587

Communications from

Johnston, A. S 823

Tennessee, Governor of 824

Wise, H. A 614

Congratulatory letter of A. H. Foote to survivors of U. S. S.

Carondelet 598

Correspondence between S. B. Buckner and U. S. Grant as to

terms of capitulation 596,597

Joint resolution of Congress, U. S., tendering thanks to A. H.

Foote 735
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Fort Donelson, Tenn.—Continued. ^*^*-

Attack on, and surrender. Felirviiiiy 12-1U. 1862—Continued.

Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 583

Grant, U. S 594,595

HalleclJ, H. W 582

Johnston, A. S 609,612

War Department, U. S 582

Reports of

Dove, Benj. M 588

Floyd, John B 610-612

Foote, A. H 584-587

Gilmer, J. F 604-608

Grant, U. S 595

Halleck, H. W 594

Johnston, A. S 611,613

McPherson, James B 597

Pillow, Gideon J 598,609,612,613

Rogers, George W 594

Thompson, Egbert 592

Walke, H 583,587,590

Wintersmith, R. C 609

Testimony of L. Wallace as to conduct- of Benj. JI. Dove 589

See also Report of Foote, pp. 314-316.

Condition of.

Communications from G. A. Henry 797

Report of Lloyd Tilghman 562

Operations against.

Communications from C. C. Fulton 579

Orders and Instructions, H. W. Halleck 577, 578

Reports of

CuUum, G. W 577

Foote, A. H 550

Threatened attack upon. Report of A. S. Johnston 566

Fort Foote, Tenn. Name of Fort Henry, Tenn., changed to 544

Fort Gaines, U. S. S. Mentioned , 3,

12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 118, 121, 128, ]72, 188, 212, 2.S0, 253, 256

Fort Griffin, Tex. See Sabine Fass, Tex.

Fort Henry, Tenn.

Affairs at. Report of S. L. Phelps 4S5, 4SH, 512-514

Capture of, February 6, 1862.

Casualties.

Confederate 560

Union 539. 540, 544

Communications from

Foote, A. H .'VIS, 660, 661

Harris, Isham G 552

Johnston, A. S 552

McClernand, John A 544

Congratulatory orders and correspondence from

Foote, A. H 546

Halleck, H. W 547

Navy Department, U. S - 546, 547

Wise, H. A 549
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Fort Henry, Tenn.—Continued. I'age.

Capture of, February G, 1862—Continued.

Joint resolution of Congress, U. S., tendering tlianlis to A. H.
Foote 735

List of officers attached to vessels participating in 550,551
Orders and instructions from A. H. Foote 535-537, 545

Reports of

Foote, A. H 534, 537-5^, 542, 543, 545, 548, 550
Gilmer, J. F 601-604

Heiman, A .564

Johnston, A. S 563

Phelps, S. L 542

Polk, L 564

Shirk, James W 541

Stembel, R. N 539,544

Tilghman, Lloyd 552-562

Walke, H 540

Weaver, Daniel 541

Statement of Charles H. Caven and George J. W. Nixon 545

See also Abstract log of V. 8. 8. Lexington, p. 782 ; Report of Foote,

pp. 314-316.

Condition of.

Communications from G. A. Henry 797

Report of A. S. Johnston 801

Description of. Report of C. F. Smith 427

Expedition In Tennessee River to, January 19-24, 1802. Report of

James W. Shirk 520

Xame of, changed to Fort Foote, by John A. McClernand 544

Proposed attack upon.

Communications from

Foote, A. H 429, 524, 525

Halleck, H. W 530

Navy Department, U. S 648

Wise, H. A 649

Orders and instructions of A. H. Foote 529-531

Reconnoissance to.

January 17, 1862.

Order of A. S. Johnston ^ 816

Reports of

Johnston, A. S 816

Phelps, S. L 507,508

Tilghman, Lloyd 815

January 30, 1862. Report of S. L. Phelps 528

October 12-13, 1861. Reports of

Phelps, S. L 371

Smith, C. F 372

Fort Hindman, U. S. S. Chase of C. S. ram William H. Webb 160

Fort Holt, Ky.
Defense of.

Orders and instructions.

Grant, U. S 461

Kilty, A. H 533

N w B—VOL 22 56
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Fort Holt, Ky.—Continued. P^se.

Defense of—Continued.

Reports of

Foote, A. H 453,529

Walke, H 451

Exchange of shots with Confederate vessels. Report of B. M. Dove- 448

Random firing from. Reports of Henry Walke 476

Fort Huger, Ala. Capture of. See Mobile, Ala. Operations against.

from March 8, including capture of city, April 12, 1865.

Fort Jackson, U. S. S.

Mentioned 47,

48, 56, 106, 119, 121, 128, 135, 137, 172, 188, 212, 216, 230, 243, 256

Operations on coast of Texas 126, 197, 205, 207, 235

Terms of surrender of Galveston, Tex., signed on board of, June 2,

1865 216

Fort Macomb, Commanding Ofllcer of. Corresopndence with W. D.

Smith 149

Fort Mannahasset, Tex. See Sabine Pass, Tex.

Fort Morgan, U. S. S.

Mentioned 21, 22, 244

Orders for movements 207,218,246

Fort Pillow, Tenn.

Affairs at.

Communications from D. M. Frost 808, 809
Report of A. P. Stewart 838

Confederate fortifications at. Report of S. Kellogg 768
Port Point, Tex. Attempted destruction of Confederate steamer near,

February 25, 1865. Reports of

Allen, John H 52

Morris, Robert 51

Rummell, Charles V 51

Wilson, Henry 51
Fort Tracy, Ala. Capture of. See Mobile, Ala. Operaiions against,

from March 8, including capture of city, April 12, 1S65.

Fort Wayne, Steamer. Mentioned 785, 786
Fort ZollicofCer, Cumberland River. Armament of. Reports of

Bryant, N. C 675
Sw^aney, John t376

Foster, James P.

Correspondence with D. P. Slattery 150
Mentioned 151, 1.58, 160. 161, 164, 203, 204, 626
Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb from Red River, La.,

April 23, 1865 163
Foster, W. Mentioned 737
Fowler, Captain. Mentioned 565
Fox, Blockade runner. Mentioned 190
Fox, Gustavus V.

Correspondence with

Devoe, J. B 9
Eaton, William B 207
Foote, A. H 305, 320, 464, 467,

471, 473, 475, 477, 478, 491, 497, 522, 546, 579, 648, 659, 685-688
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Pox, Gustavus V.—Contiuued. Page.

Correspondeuce with—Contiuued.

Fulton. ('. C r.TS, (102

Haxtun, M 192

llodgeis. Joliii 281

Thiitclier, H. K 1 (>(>,] 92, 204, 20S

Mentioned 2.S2, S'.)rt, 447, r>l.S, 52:!, .524, (WU, (iJU, 759

France.

E.xpected arrival in Mobile Hiiy of Confedernto rams from 59, C2

AVitlidrawal of concessions to Confederate States a.s bolliKoronts 223

Francis, Steamer. Mentioned 124

Francis, James. Mentioned 7ol)

Franklin, Samuel B.

Correspondence with E. U. S. Canby 41!

Mentioned St. 94, 95, 172. 1.S9, 21:5, 231

Fraser, Alexander. Mentioned 5.51

Fredberg, Alfred.

Correspondeuce with H. K. Thatcher 201,203

Mentioned 219

Freeman, Martin. Mentioned 4,

12, 2.5, 39, 57, 107, 121. 12S, 172, 1S9, 212, 231, 255

Freeman, Thomas J. Mentioned 408,412,413

Fremont, Jessie B., Mrs.

Correspondeuce with

Foote, A. H 351,352

Fremont, J. C 352

>Ientioned 02G

Fremont, John C.

Correspondeuce with

Blair, Montgomery , 297

Foote, A. H 335, 341, 340, .348, 3(!.5, .3(i0, .'JOS, 309, 385, 388

Fremont, Jessie K 352

Grant, U. S ;n0-;^12, 317, 328, 329

McClernaud, J. A 320

McKinstry, J. P 333

Navy Department, U. S 313

Porter. W. D 350

President, U. S .313,344

Rodgers, -John 303, 305

Smith, C. F 352,372,380

Waagnei", G 310

Mentioned 307, .308, 314, 31.8, 321-324,

330, 331, 3.34, 337, 343, 347-349, 351, 350, 359, 301, 303-305, 370,

373, 378, 391, 392, 396, 438, 452, 403. 473, 492, 494, 515, 792, 709

Relieves George B. McClellan of command of Department of the

West 295

Reports of.

Department of the West. Affairs in 313

Owensboro, Ky. Expedition to, September 22-25, 1801 345

French, George H.

Correspondence with J. R. M. Mullany 28

Meutioned 29,30
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French, George H.—Continued. Page.

Keport of cutting out of schooners Annie Sophia and Pet and at-

tempted destruction of steamer Wren in harbor of Gal-

veston, Tex., February 7, 1865 31

Frezell, B. F. Mentioned 382

Frick, William, jr. Mentioned ICO

Friends, Goody. See Goody Friends, Sleanifi:

Friganza, Joseph. Mentioned 341

Frost, D. M. Correspondence with E. C. Cal)ell SOS

Frost, George W. Mentioned 238

Fnitiere, Schooner. Order of Thornton A. .Tenltins restricting move-

ments of 20

Fry, James B. Correspondence with X. C. Bryant 677

Fry, Joseph. Correspondence with St. John R. Liddell OS

Fulton, Mr. Mentioned 442

Fulton, C. C. Correspondence with G. V. Fox 578,692

Furman, James. Mentioned 736

G. W. Graham. See Graham, Steamer.

Gaines, Port. See Fort Gaines, U. S. 8.

Gallagher, Mr. Mentioned 98

Galloway, M. C. Correspondence with War Department, C. S 786

Gallyer, Thomas. Mentioned 30,31

Gait, John. See John Gait, Steamer.

Galveston, Tex.

Affairs at. Communication from U. S. consul at Havana, Cuba 27

Captures made off L 40, .'iO, 135, 13G

Cutting out of schooners Annie Sophia and Pet and attempted destruc-

tion of steamer Wren in harbor of, Febraury 7, 1865.

Orders and Instructions of J. R. M. Mullany 28, 31, 32
Reports of

Emmons, George F 29
French, George H 30
Mullany, J. R. M 27,30
Palmer, James S 20

Defenses of.

Communication from Navy Department, T'. S 62
Reports of

Haskell, Leonidas 62
Thatcher, H. K 123
Wilson, Henry 124

Destruction of steamer Denbigh near. May 24, 1865. Report of B. F.

Sands 197
Destruction of steamer Will-o'-the-wisp off, February 10, 1865.

Reports of

Emmons, George F 33
Harden, John F 36
Jones, William O 37
McKay, C. E 35
Palmer, James S 33
W^oolsey, M. B 34

Movement of blockade runners from. Communicntions from Navy
Department, TT. S 190,193
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Galveston, Tex.—Continued. l-nye.

>'egotiation for surrender ot Confederate forces iit. See Trans-Misuh-
sippi Department.

Occupatiou of, by tJt S. Naval forces, June 5, IWiH 216
Operations off.

Communications from
Navy Department, U. S 7
Wallace, Lewis 119

Orders of Navy Department, F. S 119
Reports of

Dean, Beuj. C 130
Kmmons, George F 22,32
Johnstone, John A 136
Palmer, James S 15
Sands, B. F 126,135
Thatcher, H. K 126
Wade, H. C 6

See also Fort Point, Tex.

Parties sent from, under flag of truce. Communication from J. M.
Hawes 265

Proposed operations against. Orders of Navy Department, U. S 20. 21

AVreck of schooner Le Compt near. May 24, 1865. Ilei)ort of John A.

Johnstone 197

Galveston, Tex., Mayor of. Mentioned 217

Gamble, William M.
Mentioned 25, 39, 56, 70, 106, 121, 129

Report of sinking of U. S. S. Osage by torpedo, March 2!), 1865 72

Gandara, General. Mentioned 250

Gantt, Edward W. Mentioned 421, 690

Gantt, George. Mentioned 554,567

Gardner, Thomas If . Mentioned 4,12

Garity, John. Mentioned 165

Garland, Augustus H. Mentioned 8.30

Gamer, George G. Correspondence with Frank Moore 97,08

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Mauri/. IJah-

ney H.

Garrison, George W. Mentioned 72

Garver, George W. Mentioned 551

Garvin, John S. Mentioned -~ 554, 559, 565-5(i7, 509

Gates, Mr. Mentioned 365

Gatewood, Seymore. Mentioned 382

Gaty, McCune & Co. Mentioned 403

Gaugh, Isaac D. Mentioned 550

Gauntlet, Bed. See Red Gauntlet, Steamer.

Gazelle, U. S. S. Mentioned 151, 101, 169

Gee, James M. Mentioned 554,565,509

Gemper, Henry. Mentioned 540

General Banks. See N. P. Banks, Steamer.

General orders.

Confederate 423, 424, 721, 739, 740, 745

Union 96, 137, 3.33, 398, 405-467, 546, 688, 691, 728, 730

General Polk, C. S. S.

Mentioned 817, 834, 842, 845

Operations in defense of Island No. 10 750, 767
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General Price, V. S. S. P«se.

Cliase of C. S. ram William H. Wobb 162

Meutioued 160

Genesee, T:. S. S.
'

Mentionecl 3, 12, 25, 39,

56, 71, lOG, 115, lis, 121, 12.S, 130, 131, 172, 1S8, 212, 230, 238, 250

Orders for movements lt34

George Burkhart, Schooner. Capture of, March 17, 1SG5 109, 117

George Mangham, U. S. schooner. Jleiitioiietl 240

Georgia. Removal of restrictions on commercial intercourse with 171

Georgia Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) Cavalry—Regiment : 12th

(Robinson's) 667

Gertrude, IT. S. S.

Captures made by 49, 135-137

Mentioned... 3, 12, 25, 39, 50, 56, 10*;, US, 121, 12C, 12S, 172, ISS, 212, 230, 256

Operations off Galveston, Tex 6

Gherardi, Bancroft.

Correspondence with

Dyer, X. M 9

Thatcher, H. K 165

Mentioned . 4, 12, 25, 39, 50, 106, 121, 129, 142, 172, ISO, 213, 231, 254, 260, 262

Reports of.

New Orleans, La. Injuries done premises in, by shots fired at

C. S. ram William H. Webb 165

Pascagoula, Miss. Operations in vicinity of 8,15
Gibbs, Charles J. Mentioned 213,231

Gibson, Alexander. Mentioned 4,12,

25, 39, 57, 106, 121. 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 255, 262
Gibson, J. F. Mentioned 382
Gibson, James. Mentioned 736
Gibson, Bandall L. Mentioned 41, 99-101, 819
GifiEord, R. W. Report of casualties on T'. S. .S. Osage, March 29, 1S05 73
Gift, George W. Mentioned 746,841
Gilbert, Pleasant. Mentioned 645
Gile, Alex. Mentioned 736
Gill, Chris. C. Reports of.

Blakely River, Ala.

Removal of torpedoes from 87
Survey of mouth of 53

Gillan, H. V. See H. V. Gillan, VrssrJ.

Gillis, James H.
Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, .->6, 70, 74, SS, 92, 106, 121, 129
Reports of.

Jlilwaukee, U. S. S. Sinking of, by torpedo, March 28, 1865 71
Mobile, Ala. Occupation of, by Federal forces, April 12, 1864.. 95

Gillmore, Theodore S. Mentioned 55^^
Gilmer, Jeremy P.

Correspondence with W. W. Mjickall gQ^
Mentioned 552-555, 559, 564, 567-569, GOO, 797, 798
Reports of.

Cumberland River. Defenses of ^gg
Forts Henry and Donelson, Tenn. Defense and fall of 601-608

Glasgow, James N. Mentioned qco
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Glasgow, U. S. S. Page.

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 39, 56, 59,

106, 110, 112, 113, 115, 117, lis, 121-123, 128, 132, 137, 139, 141,

155, 172, 185, 1S8, 202, 212, 230, 242, 247-249, 253, 254, 260, 262
Operations against Mobile, Ala., Marcli 8 to April 12, 1865 64, 60

Glass, James. Mentioned 382
Glassford, Henry A. Mentioned 769-771

Glen, J. Mentioned 133

Glide, U. S. S.

Captures made by ' 61

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 39, 50, 106, 116, 121, 128, 172, 18!), 212, 231, 253, 256

Goble, Edward W. Mentioned 551
Goble, Samuel B. Mentioned 551

Goddard, Dr. Mentioned 403

Godfrey, Washington. Mentioned 3,

32, 25, 38, 56, 100, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231

Golden State, Steamer. Mentioned 784

Golding, P. Mentioned 737

Goldsborough, Louis M. Mentioned 549

Goode, E. J. Mentioned 810

Goody Friends, Steamer. Mentioned 784

Gore, D. W. Mentioned 382

Gorgas, Josiah. Correspondence with War Department, C. S 788

Gorman, James. Mentioned 730

Goth, P. S. Mentioned 69^4

Goudy, Jason. Mentioned 56, 551, 573, 044

Gouger, Rich. Mentioned 694

Grafton, Edward C.

Correspondence with Edward P. Lull 159

Mentioned lOS, 158

Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb from Red River, La.,

April 23, and her destruction, April 24, 1865 159

Graham, Captain. Mentioned 432, 545

Graham, Steamer. Mentioned 310, 300, 309, 370, 388, 442, 5S9, 779, 783

Graham, G. W. Correspondence with Barton Able 456

Graham, Thomas. Mentioned 736

Grampus, C. S. S.

Mentioned 705, 708, 710, 721, 742, 757, 816

Operations in defense of Island No. 10 767

Sinking of '<'25

Grand Gulf, U. S. S. Mentioned 118, 121, 128, 172, 189, 212, 231, 254

Granger, Gordon.

Correspondence with

Canby, E. R. S 59,94

Christensen, C. T 196

Dyer, X. M H
Sands, B. F 235

Demand of, for surrender of Mobile, and reply 93-95

Mentioned 15, 16, 47, 68, 92, 94-97, 127, 141, 174, 202, 208, 717, 726, 732

Granite City,* Confederate steamer.

Escape of, from Calcasieu Pass, La., January 20, and chasing ashore

of, near Velasco, Tex., January 21, 1865 16-19

« Formerly U. S. S. Granite City.
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Granite City, Coufetlerate steamer—CoutinueU. Page-

Mentioned 221

Grant, Ulysses S.

Correspondence witli

Buckner, S. B 596,597

Foote, A. H :M5, 340, 355, 447, 401, 482, 489, 624, 626, 660

Halleck, H. W 616

McPherson, James B 597

Nelson, William 631

Oglesby, R. J 329

Phelps, S. L 310,822

Waagner, G 327, 329

Walke, H 362,

303, 365, 373, 376, 389, 402, 428, 431, 440, 574, 594, 595

General and special orders, battle of Belmont, Mo., November 7,

1861 398, 404

Mentioned 13, 48, 83, 87, 138, 159, 177, 214, 284, 301, 302,

314, 315, 321, 323, 326, 335, 330, 339, 341, 344, 348, 351, 354, 357-

362, 366, 369, 370, 372, 375, 397^01, 405, 406, 430, 432-434, 437,

443, 448, 450, 451, 468, 479, 480, 491, 502, 5] 5, 524-526, 530, 534,

537, 538, 545, 552, 553, 557, 568, 571, 575, 582-590, 617, 619, 622-

625, 635, 637-639, 647, 661, 666, 668, 669, 677, 722, 730, 763, 772

Reiiorts of.

Belmont, Mo.
Battle of, November 7, 1861 404

Withdrawal of U. S. troops from 310,312

Confederate troops. Movements of 311

Fort Donelson, Tenn. Surrender of, February 16, 1862 595

Lucas Bend, Mo. Engagement at, September 10, 1861 328, 329

Paducah, Ky. Occupation of, by U. S. forces, September 0, 1861-- 317

Gray, A. B.

Correspondence with J. J. Guthrie 824

Memorandum of defenses of Island No. 10 744, 747

Mentioned 743, 753, 754, 817, 819, 835

Gray, Charles C. Mentioned 551

Great Britain. Withdrawal of concessions to Confederate States as bel-

ligerants 223

Great Western, U. S. S. Mentioned 673, 769

Green, Edward. Mentioned 586,736
Green, Nathaniel.

Correspondence with Alexander Asboth 220

Mentioned 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 189, 212, 231

Report of convoy of U. S. Army transports from Barrancas to Apa-
lachlcola, Fla 220

Greene, Charles H. Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 50, 100, 121, 128, 172, 189, 213
Greene, Theodore P.

Correspondence with

Canby, E. R. S.. 60
Crosby, P 50, 65
Low, W. W 41
Smith, J. W 166
Thatcher, H. K 165
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Greene, Theodore P.^Continned. Pase.

Mentioned 25,

39, 57, 59, 106, 121, 129, 142, 144, 167, 172, 189, 203, 213, 214, 233
Uelieves Tliorutou A. Jenkins of command of U. S. S. Richmond 21
Report of injui-ies done premises in New Orleans, La., by sliots flred

at C. S. ram AVilliiuu H. Webb 165
Gregory, Thomas B. Jlentioned 551,769-771
Gribling, John. Mentioned 382
Grierson, Benjamin H. Mentioned 213
Griffin, Fort. See Sabine Pass, Tex.

Grimes, James W. Mentioned 648
Griswold, John. Mentioned 133
Groggen, John. Mentioned 35
Gross, Alexander. Mentioned 736
Gulf of Hezico. Preparations, by Confederates, for nttack upon T'. S.

vessels in. Communications from
Door, E. P 288
Ellet, Charles 288
McRae, John J 810

Gulf Squadron.
Disposition of vessels. See West Gulf BJockadiuy Squadron.

List of vessels of 254, 255

Name of West Gulf Squadron changed to. and limits 217,237

Operations 237-264

Wiuslow, John A., ordered to relieve H. K. Thatcher of command 261

Gunnison, Steamer. Mentioned 134

Guthrie, John Julius.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 838

Gray, A. B 824

Hollins, G. N 832

Extract from diary, January 7, 1862 813

Memorandum regarding services of 800

Mentioned 746, 767

Gwin, 'William.

Appointed to command T'. S. S. Tyler 773

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 655

Kearney, Thomas H 645

Mentioned 475, 478, 501,

537, 538, 542, 551, 570-574, 632, 633, 667, 669, 726, 764-766, 783, 785

Reports of.

Pittsburg Landing, Tenn. Engagement at, March 1, 1862 643, 647

Shlloh, Tenn. Naval operations at battle of, April 6-7, 1862 762

Tennessee River. Operations in 634, 666, 670

H. B. W. Hill, Steamer. Operations at battle of Belmont, Mo., Novem-

ber 7, 1861 409,425

H. V. Gillan, Vessel. Mentioned 780

Hagan, H. Mentioned 540

Haggarty, . Mentioned 580

Haitly, G. B. Mentioned 170

Hale, George. Mentioned 169



890 INDEX.

Page.

Hall, Allen A. Mentioned 614,615

Hall, Edward K. Mentioned 404

Hall, J. W. Mentioned 170

Hall, John B. Mentioned 342,404,551,591

Hall, Joseph I. Mentioned 382

Halleck, Henry W.
Corre.spondence with

Caul)}-, E. R. S 48,213

Cullum, G. W 577, 578, 022, («!, 046, 049, 653, 650, 658, 661, 663

Ellet, C, jr 680,681

Foote, Andrew II 453,

454, 465, 468, 470, 474, J 75, 490, 505, 511, 514, 524, 525, 530, 547, 575,

.582, 5S4, 632, 637, 6.^.9, 050, 601, 073, 077, 685-688, 700, 703, 710, 712

Grant, V. S 610

Harwood, A. A 641

Kilty, A. II 531,532
McClellan, G. B 504,631,039
Pope, J 098,703,704,708,716,722,724,731
Porter, W. D 706
Sherman, T. "\V 625
Strong, W. K 686,692
War Department, I'. S 662,672,681
"Wise, H. A 641

General orders 730
Jlentioned 59,

314-316, 390, 431, 439, 448, 449, 452, 455, 462, 463, 473, 478-480,

489, 492-19(i, 510, 017, 550, GS5, 023, 024, 626, 027, 630, 633, 635,

047, 051, 052, 057 075, 07S, 099, 702, 705, 726, 761, 808, 809, 822
Reports of.

Fort Donelson, Tenn. Attack on, and surrender of, February
12-16, 1802 594

Island Xo. 10, Mississippi River, and New Madrid, Mo.
Combined operations in vicinity of, March 12, lo surrender

of Island Xo. 10, April 7, 1862 098
Proposed operations against 661,664

New Orleans, La. Jleasures for defense against Confederate
vessels from 670

Hallahan, Thomas. Mentioned 736
Hallam, H. C. Mentioned 5gl
Halligan, John P. Relies etl of conniiaiul of C. S. torpedo boat Saint

Patrick 267-269
Hamilton, Henry. Mentioned 342 507 550
Hamilton, John B. Mentioneil_- 3, 12. 25, 38, .''.0, 100, 121, 128, 172, 188^212, 230
Hamilton, Oliver P. Mentioned 796
Hamilton, S. H. D. Mentioned 408,410 420 421
Hamilton, Schuyler. Mentioned 690 724
Hamilton, William. Mentioned 225 252 255
Hamilton, William. L.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote __ 599
Mentioned irnrr'sso, 386

Hammitt, Ike. See Ike Hammitt, Struma:
Hampton, W. W. Mentioned 3g2
Hancock, W. A. Mentioned !__"_ 170



INDEX. 891

Page.
Handsboro, Miss. Protection of citizens of. romniunicatiou from

E. R. S. Canby I75
Hanly, Thomas B. Mentioned 830
Hannibal, Steamer. Mentioned 783 786
Hanson, James. Mentlonetl 736
Hanson, Roger W. Mentioned ()2S, 030, 631
Harcourt, William. Mentioned 172,180,213,231
Hardee, William J.

Correspondence with
Allison, R. D 796
Hlndman, T. C 820,823
Johnston, A. S 838

Mentioned .-)(53, 7C.3, 825
Harden, John F.

Correspondence with William G. Jones 37
Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 3S, SG. 106, 120, 12S, 171, 188, 212, 230, 243
Reiwrt of destruction of steamer Will-o'-the-wisp off Galveston, Te.v.,

February 10, 18G5 30
Harding, W. G. Correspondence with A. S. Johnston 800
Harley, Peter. Mentioned 132
Harmony, David B. Mentioned 25,

39, 57, 107, 121, ]29, Vi't. 13!), 172, 189, 213, 231
Harper, James P. Mentioned 343
Harper, N. B. Mentioned 170
Harriet Lane, V. S. S.

Mentioned 02, 124
Restoration of papers captured on 235

Harrington, Ben. Mentioned 540

Harrington, George. For correspondence as .XssiHtant Secretary, l^reas-

ury, see Treasury Department, U. S.

Harris, David B. Mentioned 839

Harris, Ira. Mentioned 392

Harris, Isham G. .See Tennessee, Governor of.

Harris, James. Mentioned 73

Harrison, Burton N. Mentioned 824

Harrison, George W. Mentioned 60

Harrison, H. H. Mentioned 797,708

Harrison, Thomas L. Mentioned 102

Hartford, U. S. S. Mentioned 222

Hartley, William. Mentioned 7,3,132

Hartupee, John W. Mentioned 290

Harwood, Andre'w A.

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 330, 331, 338, 444, 472, 526,

527, 577, 625, 635, 638, 640, 642, 650, 05.5-657, 659, 664, 665, 760

Halleck, H. W 641

Kilty, A. H 532-534,581

MuUany, J. R. M 519

Kavy Yard, Washington, D. C, Commandant of 510,658

Pennock, A. M 614,616,620,625,632,691,695

Mentioned 305

Haskell, Leonidas. Report of defenses of Galveston, Tex 62

Haskey, Mich. Mentioned '^36



892 INDEX.

Page.

Hatch & Co. Meutiouetl 472

Havana, Cuba.

Arrival of blockade runners at, from Galveston, Tex 190

Arrival of C. S. ram Stonewall at 187

Offer of Spanish authorities at, to surrender C. S. ram Stonewall.

Report of H. K. Thatcher 244

Surrender of C. S. ram Stonewall to Spanish authorities at 194,212

Havana, Cuba, Governor-General of. Mentioned 244

Havana, Cuba, TJ. S. consular officers at.

Mentioned , 190, 244, 245, 249

Correspondence with

State Department, U. S 27

Banks, N. P 194

Thatcher, H. K 245

Hawes, J. M. Correspondence with G. F. Emmons 265

Hawk, Black See Black Hawk, U. S. S.

Hawkins, Pierce B. Mentioned 348
Haztun, Milton.

Correspondence with

Navy Department, U. S 118,192

Thatcher, H. K 245

Mentioned 218, 244

Report of cruise of U. S. S. Mercedita to San Domingo, West Indies,

for protection of American interests 249

Hayden, John A. Mentioned 5.5.8,501,569

Haynes, A. P. Mentioned 170

Haynes, Milton A.

Mentioned .Vi7, 569

Report of measures for defense of Cumberland River 798

Hay-wood, Bobert W. Mentioned 838

Hazard, Samuel P.

Mentioned ^ 361, 365

Report of arrival at St. Louis, Mo 332

Head, John W. Mentioned .552,555,567

Hebard, L. C. Mentioned 147,148
HefEeman, William. Mentioned 565

Heiman, Adolphus.

Mentioned 554, 555, 558, 561, 563, 602, 797
Reports of.

Cumberland and Tennessee rivers. Operations on 815
Fort Henry, Tenu. Capture of, February 6, 1862 564

Heine, Henry. Mentioned 157, 167
Helena, Ark. Burning of C. S. gunboat Tuscarora near, November 23,

1861 804
Henderson, D. G. Mentioned 737
Hendrick Hudson, Steamer. Mentioned 240
Henriques, Semmey.

Appointed paymaster in chief of naval forces on Western waters 386
Mentioned 467, 477, 529, 674, 760

Henry, Steamer. Mentioned 371
Henry, Port. See Fort Henry, Tenn,



INDEX. 893

Henry, Gustavus A., jr. Page.

Correspondence with

Johnston, A. Sidney 797

Withers, William T 829

Mentioned 416

Hentig, George. Mentioned 760

Heroine, Steamer. Mentioned 60,65,115,263

Heron, William. Mentioned 800

Herron, Francis J. Mentioned 120

Hester, . Mentioned 396,397

Hewitt, James W. Mentioned 795

Heydinger, Nicholas. Mentioned 73,132

Hibiscus, U. S. S. Mentioned 240,246

Hickman, Ky.
Engagement at, September 4, 1861.

Order of IT. S. Grant 310

Report of John Rodgers 309

See also Abstract log of U. S. 8. Lexington, p. 779.

Proposition of Josiah Gorgas to fortify 788

Higgins, Anthony. Mentioned 255

Higgins, William. Mentioned 587

Hill, Crawford T. Mentioned 645

Hill, H. R. W. See H.. R. W. Hill, Steamer.

Hillman, Steamer. Mentioned 812

Hillman, J. W. See J. W. Hillman, Vessel.

Hillyer, WilUam S. . Mentioned 301,326

Hindman, Fort. See Fort Hindman. V. S. S.

Hindman, Thomas C. Correspondence with W. J. Hardee 820,823

Hine, T. D. See T. D. Hlne, Steamer.

Hiner, David A. Mentioned 289,551,644

Hines, H. Mentioned 170

Hines, J. 0. Mentioned 152,154

Hines, John. Mentioned 646

Hinton, William. Mentioned 551, 586

Hitchcock, Bobert B. Mentioned 517,523

Hodges, Mr. Mentioned 98

Hoel, William B. Mentioned 544, 550, 713, 728, 729

Hoffman, Wickham.
Correspondence with T. W. Sherman 156

Mentioned 143, 146, 150

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Sherman, T. W.

HofEner, Bichard J. Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106

Holden, H. W. Mentioned 736

Hollahan, Thomas. Mentioned 736

HoUins, r. W. Mentioned 756

Hollins, George N.

Correspondence with

Averett, S. W 745,751

Beauregard, G. T 737

Guthrie, J. J 832

Huger, T. B 840

McCown, J. P 834



894 INDEX.

Hollins, George N.—Continued. P»g^-

Correspondence with—Continued.

Navy Department, C. S 824,8.39-841

Polk, L 828

Jlentioned 655,

090. 741, 752, 755, 757, 792, 79G, 802, 803, 805. 807, 822, 825, 831-836

Reports of.

Island No. 10, Mississippi River, and New Madrid, Mo. Opera-

tions in defense of 738, 749

Missi.ssii)pi River.

Measures for defense of 841

Operations in 839

Testimony before joint special committee of C. S. Congress to investi-

gate affairs of Navy Department 842-845

Hollyhock, U. S. S.

Chase of C. S. ram AVilliam H. Webb, April 24, 1865— 142, 147, 152, 166, 167

Mentioned 3,

12, 25, 39, 50, 106, 118, 121, 128, 172, 189, 212, 231, 253, 255

Holmstedt, Ernest W. Correspondence with T. W. Sherman 140

Honduras, V. S. S. Mentioned 240

Hood, John B. Mentioned 41, 60, 104

Horace Seals, U. S. bark. Arrival of, at New York, from Pensa-

cola, Fla 14

Horrigan, Jeremiah. Mentioned 132

Horton, W. D. Mentioned 561

Hotchkiss, Mr. Jlentioned 8,15,16

Hotter, . Mentioned 740

Houghtaling, Charles. Mentioned 733

Houston, Arch. Mentioned 423

Houston, Sam. See Sam Houston, U. S. schotmrr.

Houston, William. Mentioned 565

Howard, C. S. S. Mentioned 799

Howard, Christopher H. Mentioned 131

Howard, William A.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 446,447
Mentioned 374, 385, 3!X), 454, 450, 462

Howard, William H. Mentioned 114

Howell, B. H. Mentioned 739

Hubbard, David, jr. Mentioned 556,505
Huber, Joseph. Mentioned 404
Hudson, Hendrick. See llcndriclc Hudson, Staimcr.

Huger, Fort. See Fort Hugcr, Ala.

Huger, Thomas B.

Correspondence with G. N. Hollins 840
Mentioned 745

Hughes, Adolphus A. Mentioned 554,565,567
Hughes, Barney. Mentioned 739,740,745
Humes, William Y. C. Mentioned 420
Hunnicutt, Mr. Mentioned .. 104
Hunt, William Kichardson. Mentioned 741_ 742 799
Hunter, J. B. (or C). Mentioned 166170
Hunter, Robert M. T. Mentioned 268

See also Secretary of State, C. S.



INDEX. 895

Page.

Huntington, Charles L. Mentioned 189
Huntsville, C. S. S. Mentioned GO, S3, 86, 95, 100, 102, 139
Hurd, Jacob S. Mentioned 291,404,551,786
Hurlbut, Stephen A.

Corresiioudeuce with E. R. S. Canliy 119
Mentioned nr,, 310, 159, 010, 008, 763
Statement of, regarding trading permits 111

Hussar, V. S. Army transport. Mentioned 220
Hussey, Edward B. Mentioned 255,260,202
Hussey, Martin. Mentioned 544

Hutchinson, Ike. Mentioned 103
Hyacinth, r. S. S. Mentioned 160
Hyatt, G. W. Mentioned 382
Hyde, M. Mentioned 170
Hyde, William D. Mentioned 235
laschke, Fredrick R. Mentioned 213,231,255

latan. Steamer. Mentioned 782

Iberville, Steamer. Mentioned 195,190

Ida, V. S. S.

Destruction of, by torpedo, in .Mobile Biiy 96,128-133

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 39, 41, 50, 100. IIS, 121, 172, 189, 212, 231, 253, 250

Igo, James. Mentioned 57

IkeHammitt, Steamer. Mentioned 709,771,783

Illinois, Steamer. Mentioned 783

Illinois, Governor of. Mentioned 787

Illinois Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery—Batteries: Houghtaling's, 7.33.

Cavalry—Kegimeuts: 2d, 051, 783; 10th (Gurry's company), 150.

Infantry—Regiments : 9th, 317, 339, 379-381; 10th, 733: 12tli, 310,

311, 317, 786; 16th, 733; 18th (Lawlcr's), 306; 22d ,733;

27th (BiifOrel's), 405, 053, 780; 32d, 044-046; 42d, 706, 707;

47th (Roberts'), 729; 51st, 733; 55th, 653.

Indiana, Governor of.

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 351

Pre.sident, U. S 344

Mentioned '•'>*', 348, 355

Ingraham, Duncan N. Correspondence with R. D. Minor 805

Ingram's Shoals, Cumberland Biver. Sinlving of oi)structioiis at. Re-

ports of

Gilmer, J. F 800

Haynes, Milton A T98

Henry, G. A TOT

Iowa Troops. Mentioned. Infantry—Regiment : 7th, 343, 418.

Iron Bank (or Bluffs), Ky.

Engagement at, October 7, 1801. See Ahstravt logs of V. S. steamers

Tyler and Lexington, pp. 772, 780.

Engagement at, November 7, 1861. See Belmont, Mo. Battle of,

Vovemher 7, 1661.

Ironclads, U. S.

Construction of *^^^

Laying up of 204, 218, 225, 252, 253, 255



896 INDEX.

Ironsides, New. See New Ironsiden, V. tS. &'. Pago.

Irwin, John.

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 39, 50, lOG, 121, 128, 131, 1T2, 186, 188, 212, 230

Report of survey of captured steamers Baltic, Morgan, and Black

Diamond 22f^22!>

Isabella, Schooner. Order for seizure of !»

Isherwood, Benjamin F. Mentioned 292

Island No. 10, Mississippi Biver.

Defenses of. Report of S. Kellogg 7«7

See also Island No. 10, Mississippi River, and lutw Madrid, Mo.

Combined operations, etc.

Measures for defense of.

Communications from

Gray, A. B 821

HolUns, G. N 834

Memorandum from William C. Whittle 817

Orders and instructions.

Beauregard, G. T 828,834

Hollins, G. N 832

Reports of.

McCown, J. P 831,83.3-830

Polk, L 654'

Island No. 10, Mississippi Biver, and New Madrid, Mo.
Combined operations in vicinity of, Jlarch 12, to surrender of Island

Xo. 10, April T, 1862.

Address of W. W. Mackall 721

Casualties 694

Communications from
Beauregard, G. T 737

Bissell, J. W 734

Foote, A. H 712-715

Fulton, C. C 692

Halleck, H. W 710,722

Hollins, G. N 756

McCown, J. P 737

Navy Department, C. S 755

Navy Department. T'. S 728,735
Pope, John 701, 714-719

Porter, W. D 730
President, U. S 735
Trezevant, John T 741

Walke, H 718
Confederate defenses 744, 747, 757
Confederate vessels captured or destroyed, April 7, 1862 757
Congratulatory orders and corresiioiidence.

Confederate 739,740
Union 724, 728-730, 7.35

Crew of U. S. S. Carondelet. iiiul soldiers tnin.sferred to, March,
1862 730

Evacuation of New Madrid by Confederates, March 13,

1862 089, 737, 749, 752
Joint resolution of Congress, V. S.. tendering thanks to A. H.

Foote 735



INDEX. 897

Island No. 10, Mississippi Biver, and New Madrid, Mo.—Continued. I'age

Combined operations in vicinity of, etc.—Continued.

Orders and Instructions.

Beauregard, G. T 742

Foote, A. H 688,691,704,730
Hallecl£, H. W 686,687,692,697,700,703,704,730
Hollins, George N 751

Navy Department, U. S 729

Pope, John 719

Trudeau, James 745

War Department, U. S 700

Passage of Confederate batteries by
Carondelet, U. S. S 710-714, 724, 728, 732, 733

Pittsburg, V. S. S 710, 724, 728, 732, 733

Reports of

Averett, S. W 745

Beauregard, G. T 755

Blalie, E. D 757

Foote, A. H 085-689,

693-700, 702, 705, 706, 709, 711, 712, 719, 720, 722, 723, 720

Gray, A. B 740, 747

Halleck, H. W 008

Hollins, G. N 7.38, 749, 839

Kilty, A. H 725

McCown, J. P 737, 739, 742, 743, 74(;, 751

McDill, J. B 694

Macliall, W. W 751

Pennock, A. M 690,691,695,702

Pope, John 689, 602, 703, 708, 716, 724, 731

Roberts, George W 707

Rucker, Edmund W 753

Scott, Thomas A 704, 709, 710, 712, 715, 716, 722

Walke, H 608, 706, 710, 718, 726

Walker, K M 740-742

See also Abstract of log books, pp. 769-777.

Proposed operations against.

Communications from

Cullum, G. W 658

War Department, U. S 662

Orders and Instructions of H. W. Halleck 656, 658, 663

Reports of

Cullum, G. W 661

Foote, A. H 657, 059, 662, 663

Halleck, H. W 661, 664

Itasca, U. S. S.

Convoy of army transports from Barrancas to Apalachicola, Fla„_ 219-221

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 122, 130, 164, 189, 212, 231, 247, 256

Orders for movements 163, 196

Ivy, C. S. S.

Mentioned ''56, 842, 845

Operations In defense of Island No. 10 767

Izetta, Steamer. Mentioned 644, 783

N w B—^VOL 22 57



898 INDEX.

Page.

J. C. Kuhn, U. S. bark. Mentioned 4,

12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 12S, 172, 180, 213, 231, 243, 253, 255, 260, 262

J. D. Perry, Steamer. Mentioned 456

J. W. Hillman, Vessel. Mentioned "^85

J. Woods, Steamer. Mentioned 812

Jackson, A. M. Report of description pf torpedo boats 103

Jackson, Andrew, jr. Mentioned 820

Jackson, Fort. See Fort Jackson, V. 8. 8.

Jackson, James. Mentioned <594

Jackson, James S. Mentioned 794

Jackson, John P. See John P. Jackson, V. 8. S.

Jackson, William H. Mentioned 408,409,414,416

James Johnson, Steamer. Mentioned 812

January, D. A. See D. A. January, 8teamer.

Jasmine, U. S. S. Mentioned 4, 12,

25, 39, 56, 106, 118, 121, 128, 172, 189, 212, 231, 253, 255, 260, 262

Jeff Davis, C. S. S. Mentioned 357,362,363,772

Jenkins, C. F. Mentioned 3S2

Jenkins, Thornton A.

Correspondence with

Gherardi, Bancroft 8, 15

Kirkland, William A 8

Low, W. W 13

Mobile Bay and Lakeport, La., U. S. naval :iiid military officers

between 20

Mentioned 4, 12, 207

Relieved of command of U. S. S. Richmond by T. 1*. Greene 21

Jenter, F. Mentioned 737

Jernigan, J. H. Mentioned 170

Jinkins, William. Mentioned 382

Jo, Negro. Mentioned 382

Joe Underwood, Camp. See Camp Joe Underwood, Ky.

John Gait, Steamer. Mentioned 779

John H. Dickey, Steamer. Mentioned G74

John P. Jackson, U. S. S.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25,

39, 56, 106, 118, 121, 128, 172, 175, 189, 212, 231, 243, 253, 256, 259

Operations in Mississippi Sound 8, 15, 16, 113, 114

Orders for movements 9

John Ramm, Vessel. Mentioned 786

John Simonds, Steamer. Mentioned 742,757
Johnson, Andrew. See Vice-President, U. 8.

Johnson, Bushrod B. Mentioned 584,607,614
Johnson, Csve. Mentioned 617,618
Johnson, Foster. Mentioned 730
Johnson, George L. Mentioned 769-771

Johnson, George W. Mentioned 457,763
Johnson, James. Mentioned 736
Johnson, James. See James Johnson, Steamer.

Johnson, John. Mentioned 736
Johnson, Lewis. Mentioned 28, 30, 31



INDEX. 899

Page.

Johnson, Mortimer L. Mentioned 212, 218, 230, 247, 254

Johnson, William. Mentioned 587

Johnston, Albert Sidney.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 822

Brown, Neill S 806

Floyd, J. B GOO-612,620

Hardee, W. J 838

Harding, W. G 806

Haynes, Milton A 798

Henry, G. A 797

Polk, L 407, 812. 814

Tennessee, Governor of 609

General order, battle of Belmont, Mo 424

Mentioned 598, COl, 619, 648, 071, 744, 703, 809, 810, 823, 825, 826, 828
.

Eeports of.

Belmont, Mo. Battle of, November 7, 1861 802

Fort Donelson, Tenn. Attack on, and surrender of, February 12-

16, 1862 611,613

Fort Henry, Tenn.

Attack on, January 17, 1862 816

Capture of, February 6, 1862 563

Kentucky. Operations in, and condition of Confederate defenses. 800

Johnston, John V.

Appointed acting volunteer lieutenant for gallantry 735

Mentioned ^ 551, 707

Johnston, Joseph E.

Defeat of. Order of H. K. Thatcher for firing of salutes in honor of_- 122

Mentioned 83, 177

Johnstone, John A.

Mentioned — 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 121, 128, 137, 140, 171, 188. 212. 224, 230, 243

Keports of.

Chaos, Schooner. Capture of, April 21, 1865 136

Galveston, Tex. Capture of cotton off 136

Le Compt, Schooner. Wreck of, near Galveston, Tex., May 24,

1865 197

Jones, . Mentioned 104

Jones, Colonel. Mentioned 351,356

Jones, Catesby ap B. Correspondence with H. Taylor 271

Jones, Eicon. Mentioned 754

Jones, G. B. G. Mentioned 561,569

Jones, H. L. Mentioned 553, 561

Jones, J. C. B. Mentioned 820

Jones, John. Mentioned 561

Jones, Meriwether P. Mentioned 4,

12, 25, 39, 56, 71, 106, 121, 128, 172, 189, 213, 231, 248

Jones, Paul. See Paul Jones, V. 8. 8.

Jones, Paul T. Mentioned 249

Jones, Samuel. Mentioned 754

Jones, Thomas G. Mentioned 3,12

Jones, Wiley. Mentioned 150
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Jones, William G. Page.

Mentioned 35,36

Report of destruction of steamer Wlll-o'-the-wisp off G:ilvestoii, Tex.,

February 10, 18651 37

Jordan, Aaron M. Mentioned 367,550

Jordan, Meltiah. Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 128

Jordan, Thomas (Assistant Adjutant-General).

Correspondence with

McCown, J. P 737, 743, 746, 751, S31, 836

Macljall, W. W 751

Stewart, A. P 838

Mentioned 742

For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see liraiircgard, (J. T.

Jordan, Thomas (Private). Mentioned 737

Josephine, Confederate schooner. Capture of, January 14, l,Sf;."> 11

Jouan, John. Mentioned 73

Jouett, James E. Mentioned .- 4,12

Joy, Henry. Mentioned
^.

094

Judge Torrence, TJ. S. S. Mentioned 673,760-771

Julia, Steamer. Mentioned 134

Julius, Confederate boat. Mentioned 821

Kalinski, Archilles. Mentioned 201

Kanawha, U. S. S.

Captures made by 5

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 49, 50, 100, 121, 126, 128, 172, 189, 213, 256

Orders for movements 204

Kanawha Valley, Steamer. Mentioned 742

Katahdin, U. S. S. Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 100, 121, 128, 172, ISO, 213, 256

Kate Dale, Steamer. Mentioned 200,201

Kearney, James. Mentioned 550

Kearney, Thomas H.
Mentioned 401, 403, 551

Report of casualties on U. S. S. Tyler, engagement at I'ittsburg Land-
ing, Tenn., March 1, 1862 645

Keith, J. Mentioned 170

Kelcher, William. Mentioned 694

Kelley, Daniel. Mentioned 74. 132

Kellogg, S. Report of Confederate fortifications on Mississippi River 767

Kelly, J. Mentioned 170

Kelly, MichaeL Mentioned 587
Kemble, Edmund. Mentioned 121

128, 172, 188, 212, 323, 324, 361, 440, 535, (iOl, 722

Kendrick, Charles S. Mentioned 551

Kendrick, Clay. Mentioned 648
Kendrick, J. B. Mentioned 648
Kennebec, U. S. S.

Destruction of Steamer Denbigh, May 24, 1S65 197
Mentioned-— 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 126, 128, 172, ISO, 213, 219, 231, 241, 256

Kennedy, John B. G. Mentioned 420,743
Kenner, Duncan F. Mentioned 830
Kennett, Ferd. See Ferd. Kennett, Steamer.

Kenny, John. Mentioned 736
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Kentucky. Page.

Affairs in.

Communications from
Beauregard, G. T 822
Johnston, X. S 812
PoIl£, L 812

Reports of

Alcorn, J. L 794
Beauregard, G. T 825-827
Johnston, A. S 800

Proclamation by President, C. S., granting amnesty to certain citizens

of 818
Kentucky, Confederate steamer. Mentioned 409,426,833
Kentucky, Steamer (Barge). Mentioned 383,790
Kentucky, Governor of. Mentioned 763
Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) Cavalry—Companies:

Melton's, 554, 565, 567 ; Padgett's, 554, 5G5.

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Infantry—Regiments: Haw-
kins' and McHenry's, 348.

Keystone, Steamer. Mentioned 771, 780
Key West, Fla. Xaval station at, discontinued, and made depot for

coal and stores.

Order of Navy Department, tr. S 237

Reiwrt of H. K. Thatcher 245

Kickapoo, U. S. S.

Laid up at New Orleans, La 252, 255

Mentioned 4, 12,

25, 39, 56, 71, 72, 100, 118, 121-123, 128, 172, 189, 191, 192, 213, 231

Kilgore, William F. Mentioned 262

Kilty, A. H.
Correspondence with

Biyant, N. C 533

Dove, B. M 531, 533

Foote, A. H 444, 529, 530

Halleck, H. W 531

Phelps, S. L 367

Harwood, A. A 534

Reports of.

Cairo, 111. Fitting out of U. S. vessels at 532, 533, 581

Red Rover, Steamer. Condition of 725

St. Louis, Mo. Expiration of contract for building gunboats at— 365

Kineo, V. S. S. Mentioned 4, 12, 15, 25, 39, 56, 106, 117, 121, 128

King, Steamer. Mentioned 102

King, Henry Clay. Mentioned 803

Kingsbury, Captain. Mentioned 294

Kirby, Nicholas. Mentioned 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 188, 212, 215

Kirkham, Thomas. Mentioned 586

Kirkland, William A.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 129, 135, 139, 172, 189, 213, 231

Report of operations in Mobile Bay, Ala 8, 9

Kirkman, Sam. See Sam Kirkman, Confederate boat.

Kittatinny, U. S. S. Mentioned 12,

25, 39, 57, 106, 118, 121, 128, 172, 189, 213, 223, 224, 231, 247, 256
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Page.

Knap, Charles. Mentioned 295

Knap, Budd&Co. Mentioned 296

Kobb, Steamer. Mentioned 671

Kountz, Captain. Mentioned 282

KuefEner, 'Wimam C. Mentioned 381,382

Kuhn, J. C. See J. C. Euhn, U. S. bark.

Lackawanna, U. S. S.

Boat expedition from, for destruction of Confederate steamer near

Fort Point, Tex., February 25, 1865 51, 52

Condition of 181

Firing upon C. S. ram William H. Webb by, April 24, 1805. 148, 149, 166, 167

Mentioned 4, 5, 12, 24, 25, 32,

33, 39, 43, 56, 106, 118, 121, 128, 147, 172, ISO, 1!)2, 213, 222, 223, 256

Operations on coast of Texas 22, 29, 42

Ladner, . Mentioned 98

Lafayette, TJ. S. S.

Chase of C. S. ram William H. Webb, April 23, 1865 157, 161-164

Laid up at New Orleans, La 204, 252, 255

Mentioned 169, 225

Lake Erie, Steamer. Mentioned 380-382,769,783

Lakeman, William. Mentioned 544

Lally, R. Mentioned 736

Lane, Colonel. Mentioned 344

Lane, Lieutenant. Mentioned 7.S9

Lane, Harriet. See Harriet Lane, U. 8. 8.

Lane, James H. Mentioned 809
Laning, James. Mentioned 500,551
Lantz, John. Mentioned 540
Lark, Steamer. Mentioned 27
Larkins, David H. Mentioned 132

Larrabee, Charles. Mentioned 36
Latta, S. B. Mentioned 423
Laughlin, Patrick. Mentioned 586,736
Laughlin, Bankln G. Mentioned 94,95
Lawler, Klichael K. Mentioned 366
Lawrence, John Christopher. Mentioned 56
Lawson, Captain. Mentioned 806
Lawton, Bobert. Mentioned 37
Laycock, Joseph G. Mentioned 586
Leach,* Captain. Mentioned 559
Le Compt, C. S. schooner. Driving ashore of, by U. S. S. Cornubia, near

Galveston, Tex., May 24, 1865 I97, 198, 224
Lee, John B. Correspondence with J. R. M. Mullany 31
Lee, P. Lynch. Mentioned 5C9
Lee, Bobert E. Mentioned 83, 87, 170, 175, 177
Lee, Samuel Phillips.

Correspondence with

Canby, E. R. S 40, 55, 60, 107, 192, 193, 203, 214
Dyer, O. H j27
Fitzhugh, W. E ~

J5g
Foster, J. P jgg

• Probably Edward E. Leech.
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Lee, Samuel Phillips—Continued. Page.

Correspondence with—Continued.

Grafton, Edward C 159
McElroy, Thomas 108
Xavy Department, T'. S 22

Palmer, J. S 39

Thatcher, H. K 39, 105, 107, 18G, 204
Mentioned 21, 47, 54, G9, 1G6, 208, 225
Reports of vessels transferred to West Gulf Blockading Squadron

from Mississippi Squadron 20,39,40
Lee, Thoinas. Mentioned 799
Lenthall, John.

Mentioned 284, 064, GC5, 723

Recommends raising of vessels used as obstructions in Mobile Bay 248
Leon, Perae. Mentioned I C94
Leonard, Charles H. Mentioned 217
Leonard, Ezra.

Correspondence with L. S. Fickett 61
Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 100, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230
Reports of.

Berwick Bay, La. Operations in vicinity of 110

St. Martinsville, La. Recovery of light-house apparatus stored

at 232
Le Boy, William E.

Correspondence with H. K. Thatcher 173,184,190,191
Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 129, 142, 172, 189, 213, 217

Reports of.

Ossipee, U. S. S.

Arrival of, at Philadelphia 224

Condition of 140, 208

Stonewall, C. S. ram. Measures to resist attack by 190

William H. Webb, C. S. ram. Destruction of, April 24, 1865_- 148, 149

Request of, for return of launch and howitzer to IT. S. S. Ossipee 188

Lewis, Benjamin S. Mentioned 166, 169

Lewis, Harry S. Mentioned 154,166,169

Lewis, John. Mentioned 154,166,169

Lewis, Joseph H. Mentioned 540, 551

Lewis, R. A. Mentioned 832

Lexington, U. S. S.

-Vbstract log, August 16, 1861, to April 11, 1862 777-786

Armament, January, 1862 495

Casualties, engagement at Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., March 1, 1862__ 646

Condition of 431

Engagement at

Columbus, Ky., October 7, 1861 360-363

Hickman and Columbus, Ky., September 4, 1861 309

Lucas Bend, Mo., September 10, 1861 323-330

Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., March 1, 1862 643-648

Expedition to Owensboro, Ky., September 22-25, 18G1 344-349

Grounding of, in Tennessee River 508,509

List of officers,

November 11, 1861 404

February 0, 1862 551
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Lexington, U. S. S.—Continued. ^^ee.

Mentioned 161, 163, 322.

339, 342, 351, 352, 354, 356, 357, 376, 377, 383, 390, 397, 436, 437,

440-442, 444, 448, 449, 451, 452, 470, 479-481, 483-488, 493, 501,

507-511, 521, 575, 583, 614, 633, 670, 674, 700, 726, 772, 773, 821

Movements of 444, 451

Operations.

At battle of Belmont, Mo., November 7, 1861 398, 400-402, 404, 405

At battle of Shlloh (Pittsburg Landing), Tenn., April 6-7, 1862_ 762-766

At capture of Fort Henry, Tenn., February 6, 1862 534,

537, 538, 541, 542, 551

In Mississippi River 300, 349, 366, 486, 487

In Tennessee Elver 497, 507, 520, 528, 570-574, 670

Orders for movements 362, 440, 481, 484, 487, 488, 537

Purchase and fitting out of 283-287, 290-294, 297-299

Reconnoissance in Tennessee River and engagement at Chickasaw,

Ala., March 12, 1862 666-669

Seizure of Steamer W. B. Terry at Paducah, Ky., by, August 22, 1861- 304

Shirk, J. W., ordered to relieve R. N. Stembel of command 481

Liddell, St. John B.

Correspondence with

Farrand, E 98

Fry, Joseph 98

Mentioned 99-101

Lilly, Schooner. Mentioned 5

Lincoln, Abraham. See President, U. 8. •

Linnekin, Thomas J. Mentioned- 4, 12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231

Linton, Ky. Affairs at. Report of S. L. Phelps 457, 461

Litherbury, John.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 302,471

Mentioned 438

Livingston, C. S. S.

Operations in defense of Island No. 10 750, 767

Mentioned 842, 845

Livingston, U. S. S. Orders for movements 434

Livingston, John W. Mentioned 108

Loan, William F. Mentioned 255

Lockhart, Captain. Mentioned 291

Lockwood, EUas. Mentioned 73(J

Lockwood, B. J. See R. J. Lockicood, Steamrr.

Lodwick, Captain. Mentioned 409, 426
Loewenstein, J. W. Mentioned 111

Logan, John A. Mentioned 418
Logwood, Thomas H. Mentioned 410, 415, 416, 425, 426
Lone, Schooner. Mentioned 103
Long, Lieutenant. Mentioned 416
Looney, Robert F. Mentioned 564,837
Lord, George P. Mentioned 707,776
Loring, Albert. Correspondence with T. W. Sherman 156
Loring, Edward P. Report of preparations to resist attack by C. S. ram

Stonewall 137
Louisa, Schooner. Destruction of, at Aransas Pass, Tex., February 18,

1865 _' 53
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Page.

Louisiana. Removal of restrictions on commercial Intercourse In certain

portions 171, 216

Louisiana, C. S. S.

Mentioned 755,840

Orders for movements 841

Louisiana, Steamer (U. S. transport). Mentioned 430

Louisiana, Governor of.

Confidential circular from G. T. Beauregard to 826

Mentioned 827,828

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery—Batteries: Polnte Coupfie, 408, 420; Watson {Beltz-

hoover's), 406, 408, 411-413, 422. Regiment: 2d, 41.

Cavalry—Regiment : 7th, 61.

Infantry—Battalion: Kennedy's, 420. Regiments: 11th (Marks's),

406, 409, 410, 414, 421, 425-427; 12th (Scott's), 421, 832;

13th (Oibson's), 819; 18th (Mouton's), 833; O'Hara's Peli-

can Guards, 745.

Louisville, V. S. S.

Armament, January, 1862 495

Casualties, attack on Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 14, 1862 587

Fitting out of 444

Mentioned 387, 550, 626, 769

Operations.

Against Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 14-16, 1862 584,

585, 587, 588, 592

In vicinity of Island No. 10 and New Madrid, Mo., March 12 to

April 7, 1862 093,700,752

Occupation of Columbus, Ky., March 1-A, 1862 650-655

Orders for movements 531, 533

Louisville, Ky. Affairs in and about. Report of S. L. Phelps 289-294

Lovejoy, Samuel H. Mentioned 550

Lovell, Mansfield. Mentioned 756, 810, 844

Lovell, S. O. Mentioned 151

Low, William W.
Correspondence with Thornton A. Jenkins 13

Mentioned 4, 12,

25, 39, 56, 92, 106, 121, 129, 133, 135, 130, 172, 186, 189, 213, 231

Reports of affairs in vicinity of Mobile, Ala 41, 79

Lucas, A. W. Mentioned 737

Lucas Bend, Mo.
Engagment at.

September 10, 1861.

Communication from A. H. Foote 330

Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 330

Grant, U. S 329

Reix)rts of

Foote, A. H 323

Grant, U. S 328,329

McClernand, John A 329

Phelps, S. L 324

Stembel, R. N 326

Waagner, G 327
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liucas Bend, Mo.—Continued. Page.

Engagement at—Continued.

November 7, 1861. See Belmont, Mo. Battle of, Novemier 7,

1S61.

Firing upon biitteries at, September IG, ISGl. Reports of H.
Walke 339,340

Reconnoissances to, September 22 and October 31, ISfil. Reports of

H. Walke 340,389

LudloTv, John.

Certificate of, regarding wound of John A. Winslow 456

Mentioned 5;")0

Lull, Edward P.

Correspondence with

Adams, Charles W 162

Ely, Robert B 161

Wells, W. R 162

Mentioned 158, 163

Report of escape of C. S. ram William II. Webb from Red River, La.,

April 23, 1865 159

Lunar, Steamer. Mentioned 190

Lyford, Stephen C. Mentioned 617,652,653

Lynn Boyd, Confederate steamer.

Burning of, February 7, 1862 821

Mentioned 565

Lyon, George W. Mentioned 82,93
For correspondence as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, see

Canby, E. R. B.

Lyons, M. Mentioned 736

McAdam, Sydney H. Mentioned 551, 694

McArthur, John. Mentioned 310,312,317
McBridge, James (Ordinary seaman). Mentioned 7.36

McBride, James (Pilot). Mentioned 540,551
McBride, John. Mentioned 580,736
McCammant, Joseph. Mentioned 404,551
lacCan, George. Mentioned 736
McCann, Sergeant. Mentioned 730
McCann, James. Mentioned 730
McCartey, N. Mentioned 540
McCarty, Patrick. Menticmed 551
McClan, Charles. Mentione<l 737
McClellan, George B.

Correspondence with

CuUum, G. W 621,622
Foote, A. H 453,455,505,613
Halleck, H. W 504,594,631,639

Mentioned 279-284
2S6, 318, 319, 454, 464, 468, 475, 505, 026, 636, 641, 049, 824

Relieved of command of Department of the West 295
McClemand, John A.

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 54^
Rodgers, J 3^3
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McCIemand, John A.—Continued. Page.

Mentioned 317 322, 335, 394, 399-404, 406,

489, 498, 499, 501, 502, 553, 561 , 567, 569, 584, 596, 634, 686, 687, 832

Report of engagement at Lucas Bend, Jlo., September 10, 1861 329
McCook, Anson McD. Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb

from Red River, La., April 23, 1865 164
UcClurken, Thomas. Mentioned 427,629
McConnick, George. Mentioned 544

McCown, George "W. Mentioned 421

McCown, John P.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 834

Hollins, G. N ^ 834

Pickett, Ed., ]r 739
Polk, L 739

Rucker, Edmund W 753
General orders 739
Mentioned 408, 410, 414, 41G, G54, COO, 73S, 750, 757, 767, 828, 832
Reports of.

Belmont, Mo. Battle of November 7, 1861 420
Island No. 10, Mississippi River, and New Madrid, Mo.

Measures for defense of 831

Operations in defense of 737,739,742,743,746,751

New Madrid, Mo. Affairs at 833,834,835,836

McCuUoch, Ben. Mentioned 799

HcCuUoch, Hugh. See Treasury Department, U. 8.

McCulIoch, Robert. Mentioned 41

McCurley, Felix. Mentioned 121,129,172

McDaniel, B. P. Mentioned 170

McDaniel, G. B. Mentioned 170

McDermett, Edward J. Mentioned 168

McDermot, J. Mentioned 737

McDill, John B.

Mentioned 551

Report of casualties on U. S. S. St. Louis, March 17, 1862 694

McDonald, George. Mentioned 74,132

McDojiald, Hugh. Mentiouetl 730

McDonald, J. S. Mentioned 170

McDonald, John A. Mentioned 551,694

McDonald, Mich. Mentioned 736

McDowell, A. See A. McDotocU, Steamer.

McDowell, Drake. Mentioned 777

McElroy, Thomas.
Correspondence with S. P. Lee 108

Mentioned 107

McPadden, James. Mentioned 586

McParland, William D. Mentioned 550

McFaster, J. Mentioned 737

MacGavock, Randall W. Mentioned 554, 557, 565, 567, 798

McGee, James R.

Certifies to completion of gunboats at Cairo, III 504

Mentioned 341, 438

McGinn, Joseph. Mentioned HI
M'Gloin, William. Mentioned 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231
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Page.

McGuire, H. Mentioned 737

McGuire, Michael. Mentioned 73,132

McGunnegle, Wilson. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 685

McHenry, John H., jr. Mentioned 348

Mack, William J. Mentioned 255

Mackall, William W.
Address to soldiers at Island No. 10 721

Correspondence with

Crittenden, George B 823

Floyd, John B 552

Gilmer, J. F 001-608,799,807

Heiman, A .— 564

Polk, L 407,803,812,814

Smith, W. R 816

Mentioned 729, 767

Report of operations in defense of Island No. 10, Mississippi River 751

McKay, Charles E.

MenUoned 33-35, 37

Report of destruction of steamer Will-o'-the-wisp, off Galveston, Tex.,

February 10, 1865 35
McKeever, Chauncey.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 358,363,442

Mentioned 365, 366

McKinstry, Justus.

Correspondence with J. C. Fremont 333

Mentioned 321

McLane, Edward. Mentioned 132
McLaughlin, John. Mentioned 133
McLaughlin, P. Mentioned 170
McLaughlin, S. H. Mentioned 553,561
McLean, Nathaniel H.

Correspondence with U. S. Grant 765
Mentioned 730

McMillan, B. N. Mentioned 232
McNairy, F. H. Mentioned 419,420
McNeeley, James S.

Mentioned 551
Report of condition of sick and wounded on U. S. S. Carondelet 706

Macomb, Fort. See Fort Macomh.
McFherson, James B. Report of attack on and surrender of Fort Donel-

son, Tenn., February 12-16, 1862 597
McQueen, L. Mentioned 170
McBae, C. S. S.

Mentioned 756, 789, 832, 834, 842, 845
Operations in defense of Island No. 10 738, 749, 751, 767

McBae, John J.

Correspondence with President, C. S 810
Mentioned g31

Machen, W. B. Correspondence with Lloyd Tilghman 797
Maddocks, Walter D. Mentioned 4^

12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 255, 260, 262
Madeira, Aston. Mentioned G28, 630 631
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Madigan, John. I'age.

Correspondence with William M. Stnnnard 264

Mentioned 254, 260, 262

Madrid Bend, Mississippi Biver. Operations in. See Island No. 10, Mis-

sissippi River, and New Madrid, Mo.
Maffitt, John N. Mentioned 194

Magaw, Samuel. Mentioned 254,260,262
Magee, Alexander. Mentioned 550
Magruder, John B.

Corresixjndence with B. F. Sands 206, 207, 271, 273, 274

Mentioned 190, 198, 199, 202, 205, 216

Surrender of. See Trans-Mississippi Department. Negotiations lead-

ing to surrender of Confederate forces in.

Magune, James °W.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 120, 172, 189, 213, 231, 237

Report of sinlcing of U. S. S. Sciota by torpedo, April 14, 1865 130

Mahaska, U. S. S. Mentioned 254,260,262

Mahoney, John. Boats taken from shipyard of, at Algiers, I.a 239, 240

Mahoney, Blchard. Mentioned 586,730

Maine, William A. Mentioned 11

Maine Troops. Mentioned. Cavalry—Regiment : 2d, 258.

Major Anderson, Steamer. Mentioned 296

Mallory, Stephen B. See Navy Department, G. 8.

Maloney, P. J. Correspondence with

Everett, Charles 145, 147

Fitzwater, A. J 145

Malta, Schooner. Capture of, in Vermilion Bayou, La., March 3, 1865 61

Manassas, C. S. ram. Mentioned 673, 674, 700, 702, 737-7.39, 842

Mangham, George. See George Mangham, U. 8. sehooncr.

Manhattan, U. S. S.

Firing upon C. S. ram William H. Webb, April 23, 1865 157, 161, 162

Laid up at New Orleans, La 252, 255

Mentioned 151, 15!», 103, 169, 187, 230, 231

Orders for movements 186, 192, 193

Mann, Walter Ii. Mentioned 206

Mannahasset, Fort. See Sabine Pass, Tex.

Manning, Patrick. Mentioned 133

Mansfield & Co. Mentioned 120

Margaret, Steamer. Mentioned 134

Maria A. Wood, U. S. schooner.

Mentioned 4, 8, 12,

25, 39, 56, 106, 118, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 252, 254, 260, 262

Operations in Mobile Bay, Ala 185

Maria Denning, TJ. S. receiving ship.

Dove, B. M., appointed to command 428

Mentioned 442, 443, 447^49, 451, 669

Movements of 436,437

Prichett, James M., appointed to command 759

Orders for movements 433,434

Marigold, U. S. S. Mentioned 252, 254, 260, 262

Markbam, Albert. Mentioned 580

Marks, Samuel F. Mentioned 406, 409, 410, 414, 421, 425-427
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Page.

Marmora, TJ. S. S. Condition of 54, 55

Mars (orMears), Steamer. Mentioned 742,757

Marsh, C. Carroll. Mentioned 778

Marsh, George R. Mentioned 154,166,169

Marshall, Charles. Mentioned 550

Marshall, Louis H. Mentioned 732,733

Marshall's Warehouse, Mobile, Ala. Explosion of ordnance stores in.

See Mobile, Ala. Explosion of ordnance stores in. May
25, 1865.

Martin, Doctor. Jlentioned 749

Martin, Lieutenant. Mentioned 777

Martin, James. Mentioned 551,644

Martin, John D. Mentioned 789

Martina, William L. Mentioned 246

Mary, Steamer. Mentioned 60,263

Mary Agnes, Schooner. Destruction of, at Aransas Pass., Tex., Febru-

ary 18, 1S65 53

Mary Ellen, Schooner. Capture of, January 3, 1S05 5

Mason, Asa C. Mentioned 736

Mason, David. Mentioned 736

Mason, Frederick T. Mentioned 254

Mason, James M. Correspondence with Department of State, C. S 406

Mass, Mr. Mentioned 628

Massachusetts, Governor of. General order of, reKanling o|ierations in

Department of the Mississippi 730

Matagorda, Tex. Evacuation of 210

Matamoras, Mexico. Expulsion of V. S. consul fioni.

Communications from commanding general at Matamoras, Mexico 46

Reports of

Emmon.s, George F 42

Palmer, James S 42

Matamoras, Mexico, Commanding General at. t'orresiiondeneo with

G. F. Emmons 46
Matamoras, Mexico, U. S. consul at. Mentioned 42,46
Mathews, John (Quartermaster). Mentioned 540
Matilda, British schooner. Capture of, I'VI)ruar.v 11, l.scf) 38
Matthews, John (Seaman). Mentioned 645
Maurepas, C. S. S. Mentioned 842,845
Maury, Dabney H.

Correspondence with Frank Moore 208,270,271
Mentioned 1.3, 41, os, 99, lOl
Report of conduct of builder of C. S. torpedo boat Saint Patrick 267,269

Maury, Matthew F.

Correspondence with L. Polk §06
Mentioned 791^ 793

Maxay, W. H. Mentioned 54O
Maxwell, James G. Mentioned— 4, 12, 25, 39, 5(i, lOij, 121, 120, 172, 189, 213, 231
May, James. Mentioned 35
Maynadier, Henry E.

Appointed ordnance officer Mortar Flotilla 631 63(5

Mentioned 315, 032, G!).3, 702, 769', 770
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Meade, Bichard W., jr. Page.
Mentioned 3, 12, 16, 18, 25, 38, 56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230
Report of escape of Confederate steamers Granite City and Wave

from Calcasieu Pass, La., January 20, and destruction of
schooner Delphlna in, January 22, 1865 17,19

Mears (or Mars), Steamer. Mentioned 742,757
Medill, Robert H. Mentioned "

__ 551,' 556
Medium, George. Mentioned '735
Meeker, Nathan C. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 281
Megathlin, Anthony S. Mentioned 213
Meigs, Montgomery C.

Correspondence with
Foote, A. H 355, 360, 368, 378, 380, 387, 300, 395, 429,

431, 438, 446, 462, 468, 482, 483, 495, 502, 503, 517, 520. 042, 663
Navy Department, U. S 292

Mentioned 314, 341^ 356, 400, 447,
454, 459, 477, 484, 489, 492, 494, 515, 521-524, 616, 005, 066. 689

Meigs, Montgomery C, jr. Correspondence with A. H. Foote 496
Mejij, Henry. See Matamoras, Mexico, Commanding general at.

Melton (Negro). Mentioned 382
Melton, J. F. Mentioned 554,565,567
Memphis and Bowling Green Railroad. Burning of bridges of, over

Tennessee River. Report of H. Walko 575
Memphis, Belle. See Belle Memphis, Steamer.
Memphis, City of. See City of Memphis, Steamer.
Memphis, Tenn.

Affairs on Mississippi River between St. Louis iind. Coniniunication
from D. M. Frost 808

Construction of Confederate vessels at.

Communication from Navy Department. ('. S 811
Order of G. T. Beauregard 838

Jleasui'es for defense of.

Communication from governor of Tennessee 788
Reports of Gideon J. Pillow 787,789

Preparation of submarine batteries at. Conununication from A. L.

Saunders 807
Mercedita, V. S. S.

E.xpedition of, to San Domingo, West Indies 249
Mentioned 119, 2I8, 256
Orders for movements 118,102,244,245

Mercer, Doctor. Mentioned 256
Meredith, William H. Mentioned 404
Meringo, Steamer. Mentioned 264
Merite, Confederate gunboat. Mentioned 152
Meriwether, Minor. Mentioned 757
Merrimack,* C. S. S. Mentioned 672,677,682
Merritt, Thomas. Mentioned 342,400,462,463

Mersy, August. Correspondence with Jesse J. Phillips 381

Merwin, Charles. Mentioned 587

Merwin, Thomas. Mentioned 593

* Known officially as the C. S. S. Virginia.
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Page.

Messick, Daniel. Mentioned x 645

Metacomet, U. S. S.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 72, 76, 87, 92, 106, 118, 121,

122, 128, 133, 164, 172, 189, 202, 209, 213, 226-228, 231, 247, 256

Operations against Mobile, Ala., March 8 to April 12, 1865— 63, 65, 78, 87-89

Orders for movements 26, 50, 63, 65, 78, 89, 115, 138, 163, 239, 240

Survey of mouth of Blakely River, Ala 53

Meteor, U. S. S. Mentioned 4, 12, 25,

39, 56, 106, 118, 121, 122, 128, 172, 189, 213, 231, 253, 256, 785

mezico, Emperor of. Mentioned 46

Mexico. Funeral honors paid to the memory of President Lincoln by
representatives of foreign governments in 182, 183

Michigan, U. S. S. Mentioned 294,434,459

Middlemas, A. Mentioned 423

Might, Charles. Mentioned 587

Mignonette. See Dauntless, U. 8. tug.

Miller, Captain. Mentioned 553,501,560

Miller, E. Mentioned 737

Miller, James. Mentioned 421

Miller, James H. Mentioned 74,132

Miller, John H.
Mentioned 408, 415, 410, 419, 420

Report of burning of Confederate vessels on Tennessee Uiver 821

Miller, Marsh. Correspondence with A. H. Polk 816

Miller, Thomas McL. Mentioned 38

Millett, Frank. Mentioned 198

Mills, Thomas B. Report of supplies of arms, ammunition, etc 790

Milner, Henry. Mentioned 554, 565-567

Milwaukee, U. S. S.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 67, 88, 106, 121, 172, 189, 213, 231

Sinking of, by torpedo, at entrance of Blakely River, Ala., March 28,

1865 67, 70, 71, 73, 74, 92, 129

Milwaukee, Wis. Establishment of naval rendezvous at 384

Minnehaha, Steamer. Mentioned 782, 783

Minor, Robert D. Report of condition of ordnance department at New
Orleans, La 805

Minor, W. T. See Havana, Cuba, U. 8. consul-general at.

Mississippi.

Protection of citizens of. Communication from E. R. S. Canby 175
Protection of coast of. Communication from John J. McRae 810
Removal of restrictions on commercial intercourse with 171

Mississippi, C. S. S. Mentioned 840,841
Mississippi, Division of West. Surrender of Confederate forces in.

Reports of

Canby, E. R. S 176
Thatcher, H. K 176

Mississippi, Qovemor of.

Confidential circular from G. T. Beauregard to 826
Mentioned 810, 827, 828

Mississippi City, Miss.

Destitute condition of citizens of.

Communication from Edwin C. Mix 114
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Mississippi City, Miss.—Continued. Page.

Destitute condition of citizens of—Continued.
Reports of

Tliatcher, H. K 113
Yates, A. R 114

Protection of citizens of. Comuiunlcatiou from E. R. S. Canby 1T5
Mississippi Biver.

Affairs on, between Memplils and St Louis. Coniniuuication from
D. M. Frost 808

Blockade of Southern commerce on. See Western waters.

Burning of C. S. gunboat Tuscarora in, near Helena, Ark., No\oui-

ber 23, 1861 S04
Confederate fortifications on. Report of S. ICellogg 7G7
Measures for defense of.

Communications from
HolUns, G. N 840

Huger, T. B 840
Maury, M. F SCO
Polk, Leonldas 7U2-794

Tate, Sam 799

Tennessee, Governor of 786

Witliers, William T S29-S31

Orders and instructions.

Beauregard, G. T S38

Navy Department, C. S 839-842

Reports of

Brown, I. N 790,791

Hollins, G. N 839,841

Jolinston, A. S 801

Mills, Thomas.B 790

Pillow, Gideon J 787

See also Columhus, Ky.; Extract from report of evidence before

committee of C. 8. Congress to investigate affairs of Navy
Department p. 842; Fort Pillow, Tenn.; Island No. 10;

Memphis, Tenn.

Operations in.

Communications from

Foote, A. H 511

Galloway, M. C T80

Gorgas, Josiali 788

Grant, U. S 3G5

Halleck, H. W ^^ 040

Meigs, M. C, jr 490

Tennessee, Governor of 'i'87

Wise, H. A W'O

Memorandum from papers of J. J. Gutlirie 800

Orders and Instructions.

Foote, A. H JS:^. -it'O, 4!)1, .^)00, 501

Fremont, J. 305,300

Grant, U. S 389,482,489

N W B—VOL 22 58
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Mississippi Biver—Continued. ^®^^-

Operations in—Continued.

Reports of

Dove, B. M 450

Foote, A. H 489

Grant, TJ. S 311

Perry, R 437

Pillow, Gideon J 789

Polk, Leonidas 792

Walke, H 339,340,366,372,482

See also Belmont, Mo.; Bird's Point, Mo.; Cape Girardeau, Mo.;

Columhus, Ky.; Commerce, Mo.; Fort Holt, Ky.; Hickman,

Ky.; Island No. 10, Mississippi River; Lucas Bend, Mo.;

Memphis, Tenn.; New Madrid, Mo.; New Orleans, La.; St.

Louis, Mo.; Western waters, organization and equipment

of naval forces on.

Mississippi Sound. Operations in. Coiumunlcation from E. K. S.

Canby 175

See also Bilnxi, Miss.; Mississippi City, Miss.; Pascagoula, Miss.

Mississippi Squadron.

Ironclad vessels of, laid up at New Orleans 204, 225, 252, 253, 255

Men and material of C. S. Navy in Trans-Mississippi Department to

be surrendered to West Gulf Squadron and—- 203,214

Seagoing qualities of monitors 236

Vessels of, ordered to duty in West Gulf Blockading Squadron 22,

26, 30, 40, 46, 54-56, 69, 105, 107, 108, 141

Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery—Batteries: Culbertson's, 565-567; Smith's, 411, 434, 420.

Cavalry—Battalion : 1st (Miller's), 408, 419, 420.

Infantry—Battalions : 1st (Blythe's), 406, 418,419, 426; Regiments:

2d, 590; 3d (Deason's), 810, 815; 4th, 554-556, 5G5, 507;

7th (Qoode's), 810; 9th, 564.

Missouri.

Affairs in. Communication from D. M. Frost 809

Proposed measures for relief of. Report of Gideon J. Pillow 789

Missouri, C. S. S. Mentioned 1.52,160-102,170,211

Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Engineer Regiment: Bissell's, 724, 732, 734.

Infantry—Regiment : 8th, 317, 343.

Mitchell, William. Correspondence with H. K. Thatcher 233

Mix, Edwin C.

Correspondence with H. K. Thatcher 114

Mentioned 113

Mobile, Ala.

Affairs in vicinity of. Report of W. W. Low 41
Capture of, April 12, 1865. See MoMle, Ala. Operations against,

from, March 8, including capture of city, April 12, 1865.

Defenses of. Reports of

Eaton, S. M 59
Low, W. W _„,„,^,^ , 79
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Mobile, Ala.—Continued. Page.

E.\plosion of ordnance stores in, May 25, 1865. Reports of

Bacon, W. T 200
Simpson, E 200
Thatcher, H. K 199

Forwarding packages and mail from, to prisoners of war. Comniuni-
cations from

Curell, James R 265,266
Jenlxins, Thornton A 267

Operations against, from March 8, including capture of city, April 12,

1865.

Capture of Fort Alexis S6-8S
Capture of Fort Huger 92
Capture of Fort Tracy 92

Capture of Spanish fort 8(k-SS, 101

Communications from
Canby, E. R. S 63, 65, 67-69, 75, 77, 80-82, S6, 87, 89-91, 93

Christensen, C. T 84

Cook, M. K 82

Granger, Gordon 93,94

Greene, Theodore P 66

Palmer, James S 75,76

Simpson, E 88

Thatcher, H. K 64, 66-68, 74, 77-79, 81-87, 91, 93, 141

Congratulatory order of Navy Department, U. S 96

General order of H. K. Thatcher , 96

Orders and Instructions.

Canby, E. R. S 84,85

Greene, Theodore P 65

Thatcher, H. K 63,04,08,70,78,84,85,89

Reports of

Adams, M., jr 76

Bailey, J 83

Burk, William 74

Colbj', Edward P 74

Denicke, C. F. M_._- 93

Dyer, N. M 72

Gamble, William M 72

GifEord, R. W 73

Gill, Chris. C 87

Gillis, J. H 71,95

Low, W. W 79

Steele, F 85, 86

Strong, R. P 93

Thatcher, H. K 04,66,70,88,95,97,174

Sinking, by torpedoes, of

Milwaukee, U. S. S^ 67,70,71,74

Osage, U. S. S 70,72-74,132

Rodolph, U. S. S 70,72-74,132

Surrender of Mobile 93-97, 141
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Mobile, Ala,—Continued. Page.

Operations in defense of.

Conamunieations from

Clay, H. L 268

Garner, George G 98

Liddell, St. John R 98

Orders and instructions.

Garner, George G 97

Maury, Dabney H 208,270,271

Reports of

Bennett, J. W 99

Maury, Dabney H 207-269

Taylor, R 269

See also Mobile, Ala. Operations againxt, pom March S, imludvnij

capture of city, April 12, 1865.

Proceedings of commission appointed to examine wharves, docks, etc.,

in and about. Report of Peirce Crosby 133

Proposed operations against.

Communications from E. R. S. Canby 59,60

Orders of Navy Department, U. S 20,21

Mobile, Ala., TT. S. collector of customs at. Mentioned 248,263,264

Mobile Bay, Ala.

Arrival of H. K. Thatcher in, for command of West Gulf Blockading

Squadron 47

Operations in.

Communications from
Halleck, H. W 48

Le Roy, William E 191

Thatcher, H. K 191, 192, 196

Orders and instructions.

Greene, T. P 50

Jenkins, Thornton A 13,20

Navy Department, U. S 50,118

Palmer, James S 26,138

Simpson, E 115

Thatcher, H. K 173,184,190,202

Reports of

Gill, Chris. C 53

Green, N 220

Kirkland, William A 8,9

Le Roy, William E 190

Low, W. W 41

Starrett, Adrian C 185

Thatcher, H. K 117, 118, 1S5, 195, 218, 219, 222

See also Alabama, cooperative operations in; Dauphin Island; Mo-
bile, Ala., explosion of ordnance stores in; Mobile, Ala.,

operations against, from March 8, including capture of

city, April 12, 1865; Mobile, Ala., operations in defense of;

Tombig'bee River, Ala., surrender of Confederate vessels in.

Recovery of vessels used as obstructions in.

Communication from Hugh McCullough •__ 248

Recommendation of John Lenthall 248
Vessels sunk by torpedoes in and near 61, 67, 70-75, 96, 129-133, 237
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Pnge.

Mobile Bay and Lakeport, La., U. S. Naval and Military Officers be-

tween. Correspondence with Thornton A. Jenkins 20
Moffitt, R. W. Mentioned 170
Mohawk, Confederate steamer. Mentioned 737,742,757,773
Monongabela, U. S. S.

Condition of 102

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106

Montague, Mr. See MoWe, AJii., U. S. cotlcctor of customs at.

Montgomery, Steamer. Mentioned 309,370,780
Montgomery, Ala. Recovery of C. S. naval i)roperty at. Communica-

tion from E. R. S. Canby 203

Montgomery, James. Mentioned 809

Montgomery, William. Mentioned 736

Moore, Mr. Mentioned 756

Moore, Mr. Mentioned 785

Moore, Andrew B. See Alabama, Governor of.

Moore, Carlton R. Correspondence with A. H. Foote 337

Moore, Frank. Correspondence with

(iarner, (Jeorge G 97,98

Maury, U. H 208,270,271

Moore, James D. Mentioned 254,200,262

Moore, Thomas. Mentioned 170

Moorhead, James E.

Correspondence with War Department, II. S 281

Mentioned 681

Moorman, George T. Mentioned 421

Morgan, C. S. S.

Mentioned 50, 00, 83. 85, 86,

93, 95, 98-102, 139, 178, ISO, 187, ISO, 213, 225, 231, 253, 255, 260

Orders for movements 98

Sale of 262

Surrender of. See Tomiighee River, Ala. Surrender of Confederate

vessels in.

Survey of 227, 228

Morgan, Captain. Mentioned 545

Morgan, C. A. For correspondence, see Jotm rope.

Morgan, D. A. Mentioned 170

Morgan, Edward. Mentioned 707

Morgan, Fort. See Fort Morgan, U. S. S.

Morgan, John H. Mentioned 423

Morgan, Paul. Mentioned 255

Morgan, St. Clair M. Mentioned 567

Morgan, Samuel J>. Mentioned t 799

Morgan, William E. Mentioned 423

Morning Light, U. S. S. Restoration of papers captured on 235

Morong, John C. Mentioned 162

Morris, Robert. Report of attempted destruction of Confederate steamer

near Fort Point, Tex., Februaiy 25, 1805 51

Morrison, J. Mentioned 737

Mortar Flotilla.

Abstract log of, March 14 to April 10, 1862 769-772

Adaptability of, for service in Western rivers.

Communications from A. H. Foote 511, 514

Reports of S. L. Phelps 512-514
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Mortar Flotilla—Continued. P^se.

Constable, A. G. A., apiwinted superintendent 4S3

Fitting out of.

Communications from

Adams, Ttieodore 484

Foote, A. H 369,

3S5-388, 43S, 4G2, 483, 400, 516, 519, 524, 526, 529, 530

Halleck, H. W 505

Meigs, M. C 431

Navy Department, U. S 471,491,522,581

War Department, V. S 576

Wise, H. A nis, 523, 520,620, 650

Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 402, 518, 577

President, U. S 516

Reports of

Foote, A. H 372, 385, 392,

395, 396, 429, 438, 454, 489, 491^95, 521, 522, 577, 638, 042, 650, 655

Kilty, A. H 533,534,581

Pennock, A. M 614, 610, 020, 025

Maynadier, H. E., appointed ordnance ofHcer 0.31, 636

Morton, Oliver P. See Indiana, Governor of.

Mound City, U. S. S.

Armament, January, 1862 495

Mentioned 387, 709, 775-777

Operations in vicinity of Island No. 10 and New Madrid, Mo., Marcli

12 to April 7, 1862 707, 722, 725

Mound City, 111.

Construction and equipment of U. S. vessels at. Communications

from A. H. Foote 471,474

Names of gunboats under construction at 380

Repair of vessels at 330,350,354,509

Mouton, Alfred. Mentioned 833

Mudgett, William. S. Correspondence with T. W. Sbernian 142

Mulhenin, P. Mentioned 094

MuUany, J. B. Madison.

Correspondence with

French, George H 28,30

Harwood, A. A 519

Lee, John R 31

Mentioned 3, 12, 2r>, 20, 38, 50, 106, 120, 128, 518

Reports of.

Bienville, XJ. S. S. Condition of 23,139
Galveston, Tex. Cutting out of schooners Annie Sophia and Pet

and attempted destruction of steamer Wren in harbor of,

February 7, 1865 30
Request of, for permission to send expedition into Galveston Harbor

for destruction of steamer Wren 27

MuUer, Thomas. Mentioned 540

Mulligan, John. Mentioned 736
Muncy, Milton B. Mentioned 163
Mundy, George H. Mentioned 197,212,230,243
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Page.
Murphy, B. Mentioned 170
Murphy, John (Landsman). Mentioned 73G
Murphy, John (Seaman). Mentioned 587
Murphy, Michael. Mentioned 9
Murrah, Pendleton. Mentioned 272
Murray, E. Mentioned 737
Muscle, Steamer. Capture and sinlvinp; of 572,573
Muscoota, U. S. S. Mentioned 254,200,262
Mussel Shoals, Alabama. Burning of Confederate ve.ssels :it 570,572,579
Myers, Julian.

Correspondence with Eben Farrand 181
Mentioned 101, 180

N. P. Banks, Steamer. Mentioned 89,94,195,106,220
N. W. Thomas, Steamer. Mentioned 1 201,779,785
Naiad, U. S. S.

Condition of 55

Mentioned 105

Nanna Hubba BluS, Ala. Surrender, by Commodore Farrand, of C. S.

naval forces at. See Tombigbec River, Ala. Surrender of

Confederate -vessels in.

Nantes, Prance, XJ. S. consul at. Mentioned 37

Napier and Weyler. Mentioned 785

Narbic, Ed. Mentioned 35

Narcissus, U. S. S., Mentioned 4, 12, 25,

39, 56, IOC, 118, 121, 129, 172, 189, 209, 213, 231, 253, 255, 260, 262

Nan-agansett, U. S. S. Mentioned 648

Nashville, C. S. ironclad.

Description of 1 225

Mentioned .59, 60, 83,

86, 95, 100, 102, 139, 178, 180, 187, 189, 213, 231, 253, 255, 260, 262

Operations in defense of Mobile, Ala., March 27 to April 11, 1865 99

Orders for movements 98

Surrender of. See 7'ombigbee River, Ala. Surrender of Confederate

vessels in.

Nashville, Tenn.

Affairs at.

Communications from H. W. Hallecl? 639

Reports of A. H. Foote 635.636,&S9

Occupation of, by Federal forces, February 25, 1862. Report of N. C.

Bryant 640

Nassau, New Providence. Arrival of C. S. ram Stonewall at 186

Natchez, Steamer. Mentioned 805

Navy Department, C. S.

Correspondence with

Brown, Isaac N 812

Carter, J. H 170

Hollins, G. N "r>0, 824, 839-841

Pollc, L 792-794, 811

Read, C. W 168

Swain, Edward A 796

War Department, C. S 755

Investigation of affairs of. Extract from report of evidence taken

before joint special committee of Congress 842
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Navy Department, XT. S. Pag6.

Crirrcsponcleiicp witli

Aldricb, Cyrus 286

Bnrk. William 74

Ciililwell, C. H. n 122

Tarr, .Tolin T 14

Caulk, Johu 176

ClaiT, A. G 11

Crosby, P 239

Davis, Joseph J 299

Dean, Benjamin C 49,50,136

Devoe, J. B 9

Dorr, E. P 288

Du Bois, T. B 14

Eads, James B 278,279

Eaton, William B 207

Ellet, Charles 288

Erben, H 26, 312

Febiger, John C 277

Foote, A. H 305-307,313,314,

323, 325, 332, 341, 347, 348, 354, 357, 360, 364, 373, 375, 376, 382,

384, 385, 390-393, 396, 398, 429, 432, 435, 444, 445, 451, 459, 464,

467, 468, 473-^75, 477, 479, 481, 486, 489, 491^93, 497-^99, 502,

515-517, 532, 534, 537, 542, 543, 545, 547, 548, 550, 570, 571, 578,

579, 582, 584, 585, 587, 614, 615, 617, 618, 624, 627, 632, 633, 636,

639, 643, 047, 650-652, 686, 693, 694, 696, 697, 699, 702, 705, 706,

709, 711, 712, 719, 720, 722-724, 726, 728, 729, 759, 762, 765, 768
Fremont, J. C 313
Gillis, J. H 95

Haxtun, Milton 118,192
Hazard, S. F , 332
Jenkins, T. A ^ 21
Johnston, J. V 735
Johnstone, John A 136
Kilty, A. H 365
Kirldand, W. A 9
Lee, S. P 22,26, 157
Le Roy, W. E 224
McGunnegle, W 685
Meeker, Nathan C 281
Meigs, M. C 292
Mullany, J. R. M 139
Kavy Yard, N. Y., Commandant of 115
Kew Orleans, La., U. S. prize commissioner at 137
Palmei-, James S— 3, 4, 7, 11, 15, 16, 18, 29, 3&, 33, 42, 47, 48, 54, 123, 194
Pook, S. M 281
Rodgers, John 280-284,

286, 287, 294, 295, 297, 298, 302, 304, 306, 307, 309, 318, 334, 349
Sanford, J. P 342,350
Simpson, E 112
Spicer, William F 103,109,184
•Stevens, T. H 183
Tampico, Mexico, U. S. consul at 221
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Navy Department, TJ. S.—Contlnueil. Page.

Correspondence with—Continued.
Taylor, B. B 5

Tbatcber, H. K 20-22, 37, 42, 47, 48, 53, 57,

02, 04, 00, 70, 88, 92, 95-97, 102, 108, 110, 112, 113, 117-119, 123j

120, 128-130, 132, 135, 138, 139, 141, 155, 104, 100, 173, 174, 170,

177, 181, 185, 187, 190, 192, 193, 195, 198, 199, 204, 208, 210, 211,

215-219, 222-225, 230, 232, 233, 230-238, 240-250, 252, 250-203
Thorn, X. O 330,344
Treasury Department, U. S ' 122,248,201
Walke. H 318
War Department, U. S 277,284,285,287,305,307,308,579,038
Wells, C. C 50
Wheeler, J. R 27
Wiuslow, J. A 334

Proposal to transfer vessels on Western waters to-__ 467, 408, 470-478, 522

Navy Yard, New York. Fcote, A. H., relieved of command 305,300
Navy Yard, New York, Commandant of. Correspondence witli Navy

Department, U. S 115
Navy Yard, Pensacola, Fla. Vessels attached to 255

Navy Yard, Washington, D. C, Commandant of. Correspondence witli

P'oote, A. H 768
Harwood, A. A 510,058

Wise, H. A 014,057,059

Nebraska, Steamer. Mentioned ,367,692,761

Neely, James J. Mentioned 838

Neely, Bufus P. Mentioned 421

Nelson, Captain. Mentioned 445,449

Nelson. William.

Correspondence with U. S. Grant 631

Mentioned 025, 630, 037, 039, 640, 763, 766

Neosho, U. S. S.

Condition of 39, 40

Orders for movements 26

Nessler, Joseph. Mentioned 740

New Albany, President Board of Trade of. Correspondence with

War Department, U. S 075

New Berne, TJ. S. S. Mentioned 240

Newell, Captain. Mentioned 409

New Era, U. S. S.

Mentioned 352, 370, 384, 389, 397, 429, 442, 440

Operations in

Cumberland River 396

Mississippi River.,. 430

Orders for movements 358,377

Porter, W. D., ordered to relieve John Rodgers of command 358, 361

Newborn, T. L. Mentioned 737

New Ironsides, V. S. S. Mentioned 104

New London, U. S. S. Mentioned 4

12, 25, 39, 56, 100, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 217, 231, 238

New Madrid, Mo.
Affairs at. Reports of

McCown, J. P 833, 834, 835, 836

Polk, L 835
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New Madrid, Mo.—Continued. Page.

Demonstration against, August 15, 1861. Report of S. Ij. Phelps 299

Engagement at, March 4-5, 1862. Report of J. P. McCown 832

Measures for defense of.

Communications from
Hollins, G. N 834

Polli, L 805, 828

Report of J. P. McCown 8.S1

See Island No. 10, Mississippi River, and Xcw Madrid, Mo.

Ne-wman, Sewall H. Mentioned 4, 56, 121

New Orleans, C. S. floating battery.

Mentioned 800.824

Operations in defense of Island No. 10 745, 748, 751, 767, 813, 832

New Orleans, La.

Change of location of U. S. naval headquarters In 256

Condition of C. S. ordnance department at. Report of R. D. Minor 805

Construction of Confederate vessels at.

Communications from

Foote, A. H 073,074,677.678

Halleck, H. W 677,680

Strong, W. K 671

War Department, U. S 072, 704

Reports of

Dresser, Jasper M 671

Hallecli, H. W 072

Pennock, A. M 702

Ironclads laid up at 204,22.5,252,253,255

Measures for defense of. See Extract from evidence taken before com-

mittee 'of C. 8. Congress to investigate Navy Department,

p. 842.

Passage of C. S. ram William H. Webb by, and her destruction, April

24, 1865. See Wehh, C. 8. ram.

New Orleans, La., Judge of XT. S. District Court in. Mentioned 49

New Orleans, La., Prize Commissioner at. Report of arrival of prize

schooner Chaos at 137

Nexsen, George J. W.
Mentioned 5>51

.Statement of, giving information gained from Confederate gunner
at Fort Henry, Tenn 545

Nimick, "WilUam K. Mentioned 684

Noble, Charles P. Mentioned 550
Nolan, F. Mentioned 737

Noland, W. H. Mentioned 739
No Name Cay, Abaco, Bahama Islands. Removal of wreck of II. S. S.

San Jacinto from. Report of H. K. Thatcher 246
Norfolk, Mo.

Protection of.

Communication from R. J. Oglesby 338
Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 344
Grant, U. S 322
Oglesby, R. J 343

Reports of H. Walke 339, 340, 349
Seizure of flatboats near, October 7, 1861 362 363



INDEX. 923

Page.

Norress, Samuel. Mentioned 62
North Carolina. Removal of restrictions on commercial intercourse

with 171
Norton, Charles S. Mentioned 171,188
Norton, Dlichael. Mentioned 550
Noyes, L. D. Meutione<l 736
Nyanza, U. S. S. Mentioned 4,12,

25, 30, r>G, 10(i, ns. 121, 122, ]2!>, 172, 180, IS!), 213, 231, 253, 256
Nymph, Tacbt. Mentioned 176

Oakley, L. Mentioned 736
O'Brien, James. Mentioned 133
O'Brien, Maurice. Mentioned,- __ 133

O'Brien, Patrick. Mentioned 587,736

O'Brien, Bichard. Mentioned 587

O'Brine, William. Mentioned 540

O'Conner, John. Mentioned 736

Octorara, U. S. S.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 53, 50, 72, 75, 80, 92, 95, 106, 118,

121, 122 129 133 135, 139, 141, 172, 174, 189, 213, 231, 243, 269

Operations against Mobile, Ala., March 8 to April 12, 1865 79

Orders for movements 13,14

vSurvej- of mouth of Bliikcly River, Ala 41

Ogden, "William B. Mentioned 621

Ogleshy, Bichard J.

Correspondence with

Grant, U. S 329

Rodsers, John 300

Steuibel, R. X 304

Walke, H 338, 343

Mentioned 339, 404, 772, 777, 778

O'Hana, John. Mentioned 540

O'Hara, J. Mentioned 736

O'Hara, James. Mentioned 745

Ohio Belle, Steamer. Mentioned 742,752,757

Ohio Biver.

Affairs on. Reports of

Foote, A. H 479

Phelps, S. Jj 479,497

Depth of water in 289,291-293

M(wsnres for defense of. Connnnnication from (lovernor of Ten-

nessee 786

Operations on.

Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 480

Kilty, A. H 367

McClernand, John A 313

Porter, W. D 372

Reports of

Walke, H 372

Phelps, S. I. 356, 364, 371, 378, 435

See also Cincinnati, Ohio; Louisville, Ky.; Mound City, III.; Owens-

buro, Ky.; I'aducah, Ky.; Uniontown, Ky,
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Page.

Ohio Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) Infantry—Regiments: 43d, 732;

46tli, 668, 784; 54th, 653; 71st, 053.

Oliver, H. Mentioned 170

Olivier, Adolphus. Mentioned 83;J

OUis & Toulmin. Mentioned 134

O'Locklan, John. Mentioned 131

Oneida, t'. S. S.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 243

Operations on coast of Texas 182,183,185,241

Orders for movements 63

O'Neil, James. Mentioned 550

Onell (Negro). Mentioned 382

Orders, General.

Confederate 423, 424, 721, 739, 740, 745

Union 96, 137, 333, 398, 465-467, 546, 688, 691, 728, 730

Orders, Special.

Confederate 739, 816

Union 279, 381, 402, 404, 535-537

Ordnance.

Explosion of stores at Mobile, .\la. See Mobile, Ala. Explosion of

ordnance stores in, etc.

Supplies of. See Wextern tratcrs. Organization of XT. S. naval

forces on.

Tests 620

See also Arvis, ammunition, etc.

Organization and equipment of naval forces on Western waters. See

Western waters.

Orr, Samuel. See Samuel Orr, Steamer.

Orville, Schooner. Mentioned 200
Osage, U. S. S.

Jlentioned 54, 56, 105, 106, 118, 121, 172, 189, 213, 231, 242, 253, 255
Orders for movements 26
Sinking of, by torpedo, at entrance of Blakely River, Ala., March 29,

1865 70, 72-75, 129, 132
Transfer of, from Mississippi to West Gulf Squadron 39, 40

Osborne, John C. Mentioned 152, 154, 170
Ossipee, U. S. S.

Condition of 140,181
Firing upon C. S. ram William H. Webb by, April 24, lS65-_ 142, 148, 149, 166
Mentioned 4

12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 184, 188-192, 208, 213, 217, 222, 224
Operations in Mobile Bay, Ala 1S8, 208
Orders for movements I73 134

Ouachita, U. S. S.

Chase of C. S. ram William H. Webb by, April 24, 1865 157, 158, 166
Mentioned j42
Orders for movements I43

Owasco, U. S. S. Mentioned— 4, 12, 25, 30, 50, 106, 121, 126, 129, 172, 189, 212, 213
Owen, John. Mentioned 58g 735
Owens, John. Mentioned jgg
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Owensboro, Ky. Page.

AfiCairs at.

Communication from A. H. Foote 35I
Reports of

Phelps, S. L __ 3gg
Smith, C. F "~___I..I 352

Kxpedltlon to, September 22-25, 1861.

Communication from governor of Indiana 344
Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 345,346
Grant, U. S 345
President, U. S 344

Reports of

Foote, A. H 346-349
Fremont, J. C 345

Owl, Steamer. Mentioned I94
Ozark, U. S. S. Mentioned 108
Padgett, Captain. Mentioned 554, 556, 565
Faducah, Ky.

Affairs at.

Orders of A. H. Foote 377
Reports of

Foote, A. H 376
Smith, C. F 427

Occupation of, by U. S. forces, September 0, 1861.

Reports of

Foote, A. H 323
Grant, U. S 317

Statement of Joshua Bishop 3O1
Protection of. Orders and instructions of A. I-I. Foote 332,334,358
Seizure of steamer W. B. Terry ;it, August 22, 1861. Report of R. N.

Stembel 304
See also Abstract log of U. H. S. Lexington, p. 778.

Paigher, William. Mentioned '.

73, 132
Paine, Eleazer A.

Mentioned 317, 724, 725, 733, 734
Special order regarding exi)editiou to Eddyville, Ky., October 2(5-28,

1861 381

Palermo, Mr. Mentioned 8, 9, 16
Palmer, James C.

Mentioned 75

Report of casualties on XJ. S. vessels destroyed by torpedoes 132

Palmer, James S.

Correspondence with

Canby, E. R. S 75, 76, 195

Crosby, P 26, 138, 163

Curell, James R 265,266

Emmons, G. F 22, 29, 32, 33, 42, 43

Gherardi, B 16

Lee, S. P 39

Meade, Richard W., jr ^^ 19

Navy Department, U. S 4, 7

Shock, W. H 54

Thatcher, H. K 184
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Palmer, James S.—Continued. Page.

.Mentioned S 27, 40, 40, ',:,. 7S, 105, 1.S5, 214

Relieved of command of West Gulf Blockading Squadron 20,

22, .•52, 4T, 174, 194

Reports of.

Calcasieu Pass, La.

Destruction of schooner Delphina in, January 22, 1865 IS

Kscape of Confederate steamers Orauito City and Wave
from, January 20, 1865 10

Galveston, Tex.

Cutting out of schooners Annie Soi)liia and Tet and at-

tempted destruction of steamer Wren in luiri)i)r of, B^ebru-

ary 7, 1865 29

Operations off 15

Matamoras, Mexico. Expulsion of T. S. consul from 42

Texas. Blockade of coast of 48

West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Condition and needs of 123

Disposition of vessel.s 3, 11, 2.'), 38, 56

Vessels transferred to, from Jlissi.ssippi Scpiadron 54

WlU-o'-the-wisp, Steamer. Destruction of, off Galveston, Tex.,

February 10, 1865 33

Palmer, Jolm M. Mentioned 719,731

Pampero, IT. S. ship. Mentioned 4,12,

25, 39, 57, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 242, 243, 253, 255, 260, 262

Parapet, Camp. See Camp Parapet, La.

Park, Lyons & Co. Mentioned 134

Parsons, Joseph. Mentioned 382

Parrott, B. P. Correspondence with H. A. Wise 673

Pasca^roula, Uisa.

Operations in vicinity of.

Communications from
Canby, E. R. S 175

Granger, G 11

Maury, Dabney H 268

Orders and instructions.

Gherardi, Bancroft 9

Jenkins, Thornton A 20

Reports of

Gherardi, Bancroft 8,15
Yates, A. R 113

Relief of destitute citizens of. Order of D. H. Maury 270
Pass Cavallo, Tex.

Captures made off 38
Destruction of C. S. schooner Anna Dale in, February 18, 1865.

Reports of

Brown, James W 44
Emmons, George F 43
Erben, H., jr 43
Thatcher, H. K 42

Pass Christian, Miss. Protection of citizens of. Communication from
E. R. S. Canby I75



INDEX. 927

Page.

Patterson, J. Mentioned 736
Pattison, Thomas. Mentioned 262
Patton, Isaac W. Mentioned 102
Patton, K. M. See R. M. Patton, Steamer.

Paul, John. Mentioned 587
Paul Jones, U. S. S. Mentioned 2.'')4, 260, 262, 264
Paulding', Hiram. Mentioned 353

See Navy Yard, New York, Commandant of.

Paulding, Jeimes P. Mentioned 551
Paulding, Leonard.

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 331,337,353,441,500
McDill, J. B 694

Mentioned 321, 324, 342, 445, 490, 497, 499, 537, 538, 551, 652, 653
Pay, Sea. Request of John Rodgers for allowance of, to officers serving

on Western waters 294

Payne, Moses. Mentioned 74,132

Peabody, U, S. Army transport. Mentioned 220

Peace Commissioners, Confederate. Appointment of 26.S, 271,272

Pearce, John. Mentioned 550. 707

Pearce, Samuel. Mentioned 382

Pembina, TJ. S. S.

Firing upon C. S. ram William H. Webb by, April 24, 1805 148, 149, 160

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 248

Pendleton, Ephraim E. Mentioned 4, 12, 56, 100, 121, 129

Penguin, U. S. S.

Cliasing ashore of Ctonfederate steamer Granite City, near Velasco,

Tex., .Tanuary 21, 1865 16-19

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 241, 247

Orders for movements 205

Pennington, Lewis W. Mentioned 8,

39, 56, 106, 113, 121, 129, 172, 189, 211, 213, 231, 241

Pennock, Alexander Iff.

.\ppointed fleet captain U. S. naval forces on Western waters 374, 443

Certifies to completion of gunboats at Cairo, 111 504

Correspondence with

Bryant, N. <>75

Faulkner, William D 5('6

Foote, A. H .S74, 443, 45.5, 478, 674

Gwin, William 670

Phelps, S. L «14

Wise, H. A 020,684,702

Mentioned 341, 361, 373, 452, 454, 471,

503, 529, 530, 535, 543, 580, 587, 621, 623, 635, 637, 652, 759, 760

Reports of.

Benton, U. S. S. Trial trip of 505

Cairo, 111.

Affairs at 668, 670, 673, 684

Construction and equipment of U. S. vessels at— 614, 616, 620, 625

Island No. 10, Mississippi River, and New Madrid, Mo. Com-

bined operations in vicinity of, March 12, to surrender of

Island No. 10, April 7, 1862 690, 691, 695, 702

St. Louis, Mo. Transfer of U. S. vessels under construction at,

to Cairo, lU .,,, 451,453,455
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Page.

Pennock, Alexander M., Mrs. Mentioned 684

Penobscot, U. S. S.

Captures made by 38

Destruction of schooners Mary Agnes and Tjouisa, at Aransas P.-iss,

Tex., February 18, 1865 53

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 126, 172, ISO, 213, 231, 238

Pensacola, U. S. S. Mentioned 222

Pensacola, Fla.

Affairs at.

Communication from Navy Department, U. S 122

Reports of

Armstrong, James V 110,111

Thatcher, H. K - 110

Statement of S. A. Hurlbut ^ 111

Made headquarters Gulf Squadron— 236

Sale of steamer Bwing at 257

Pensacola Navy Yard. See Nary Yard, Pensacola.

Pension and discharge of disabled oflacers 578, 582

Petette, Anna. See Anna Perette, Steamer.

Peri, U. S. S. Condition of 54, 55, 105

Perkins, Charles G. Mentioned 550

Perkins, P. W. Correspondence with T. W. Sherman 154

Perkins, George H.
Correspondence with

Simpson, E 118

Thatcher, H. K 64, 235

Mentioned 8, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230, 260, 262
Perkins, John. Correspondence with AVllliaui T. Withers 829

Perkins, John, jr. Mentioned 830
Perry, Amasa. Mentioned 736
Perry, J. D. See J. D. Perry, Steamer.

Perry, Roger.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 369, 370, 386, 432
Alentioned 361, 433, 448, 474, 478, 482, 501, 649
Ordered to assume charge of ordnance equipment and stores at Cairo,

III 359
Relieved of command of U. S. S. Pittsburg 502
Reports of.

Belmont, Mo. Battle of, November 7, 18C1 398
Mississippi River. Operations on 437

Perry, Boger, Mrs. Mentioned 473
Pet, Schooner. Capture of. See Galveston, Tex. Capture of schooners

Annie Sophia and Pet, etc.

Peters, Herman. Mentioned 551, (544, 703
Petersburg, Va. Fallot Report of J. Bailey 87
Pettus, John J. See Mississippi, Governor of.

Phar (Pharr, H. N.P). Mentioned 567
Phelps, Alfred. Mentioned 55O
Phelps, S. Ledyard.

Correspondence regarding proposed appointment of, to command
XJ. S. S. Cairo 501, 508, 510
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Phelps, S. Ledyard—Continued. Page.

Correspondence with

Cullum, G. W 021,023,024

Foote, A. H 330, 334, 345, 4S0, 4S7, 4SS, 001, 508, 510, 583

Grant, U. S 310,322

Kilty, A. H 367

Pennocli, A. M G14

Walke, H 439

Mentioned 2riC, 302, 315, 31!>, 32.3, 326, 327,

339, 340, 347, 348, 361, 372, 375, 380-383, 393, 397, 428, 447, 404, 474,

481, 484, 489, 503, 509, 520, 525, 535-539, 547, 550, 571, 5.S2, 617-619,

036, 643, 650-C53, 660, 075, 684, 708, 720, 721, 725, 734, 760, 773, 777

Reports of.

Clarksville, Tenn. Occupation of, February 19-20, 1SG2 619

Cumberland River. Operations on 374,394,457,461,623

Eastport, Captured steamer. Completion of 015

Eddyville, Ky. Expedition to, October 20-2S, ISGl 37S, 379, 383

Florence, Ala. Expedition up Tennessee Iii\er to, Fcbrunry 0-10,

1802 570-574

Fort Henry, Tenn.

Capture of, February 0, 1862 542

lleconnoissance of, January 30, 1802 528

Louisville, Ky. AfCairs in and about, and tittins out of U. S.

steamers Lexington and Conestoga 289-204

Lucas Bend, JIo. Engagement at, September 10, 1861 324

llortar Flotilla. Adaptability of, for service in Western rivers. 512-514

Ohio River.

Affairs on 479

Operations in 350, 364, 378

Ohio and Tennessee Rivers. Exiieditions in 497

Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers. Operations in, October

3-17, 1861 - 371

Tennessee River.

Operations in 507

Reconnoissance in 485

Tyler, Lexington, and Conestoga, U. S. steamers. Arrival of, at

Cairo, 111., and demonstration against New Madrid, Mo 299

Philbrick, John J. Mentioned 240

Phillipps, Adrian. Mentioned 254

Phillips, Jesse J.

Mentioned 379-583,540

Report of expedition to Eddyville, Ky., October 20-28, 1801 381

Phillips, John L. Mentioned 16S

Phillips, Manrid. Mentioned 730

Phillips, Thaddeus. Mentioned 044,645,648

Pickett, Edward, jr.

Correspondence with

McCown, J. P "^39

Walker, L. M 740,741

Mentioned 406, 408. 412, 413

Pickett, W. 3>. Mentioned S23

Pierce, Franklin. Mentioned 249

w w E—^voL 22 59
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Poge.

Pierce, Henry M. Mentioned 121

Pigeon, Big Bayou. See Big Bayou Pigeon, La.

Pike, E. B. Mentioned 454, 455, 492, 496, 769, 770

Pike, Steamer. Mentioned 684,769

Pile, William A. Mentioned 6

Pillow, Port. See Fort PiUoic, Tenn.

Pillow, George M. Mentioned 416

Pillow, Gideon J.

Correspondence with

Bowen, John S 802

Tennessee, Governor of 803

Mentioned 303, 406, 408-^10, 420, 422^25, 552, 504, 605-608, 610, 660

Keports of.

Belmont, Mo. Battle of, and expected attack upon Columbus,

Ky 412, 817

Columbus, Ky. Measures for defense of 802-804

Cumberland River. Operations on 821

Fort Donelson, Tenn. Attack on, and surrender of, Februai-y

12-16, 1862 598,609,612,613

Mississippi River. Measures for defense of 787

Tennessee. Affairs in 789

Pilots. DiflBculty of securing 350

Pink, U. S. S.

Loss of, on Dauphin Island, September 23, 1865 2.50, 251

Mentioned— 12, 13, 25, 39, 50, 65, 106, US, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 247, 254

Pinkerton, Allan. Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb from

Red River, La., April 23, and her destruction, April 24,

1865 152

Pinkney, Bobert F. Mentioned 750, 840, 841

Pinola, U. S. S.

Boat expedition from, for destruction of Confederate steamer near

Fort Point, Tex., February 25, 1865 51, 52

Captures made by 26,32

Destruction of Confederate schooner Allen Dale, in Pass Cavallo,

Tex., by boat expedition from, February IS, 1805 42-15

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 126, 129, 172, 189, 213, 239, 240

Piper, John. Mentioned 736

Pittman, R. W. Mentioned 423

Pittsburg, U. S. S.

Armament, January, 1S62 495

Casualties, attack on Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 14, 1862 587

Fitting out of 448
Grounding of 444, 448, 449
Mentioned 3S7, 442. 445, 550, 762, 760, 775-777
Operations

Against Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 14-16, 1802 585,

587, 588, 591, 592, 594
In vicinity of Island No. 10 and New Madrid, Mo., March 12 to

April 7, 1862 707,700,718,719,724,726-729,733
Orders for movements 441
Thompson, Egbert, appointed to command 502

Pittsburg, Pa., President Board of Trade of. Corresiwndence with
War Department, U. S , C75
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Pittsburgr Landing, Tenn. Page.

Battle of. See Shiloh, Tenn. Naval operations at battle of, April

6-7, 1862.

Engagement at, March 1, 1862.

Casualties 645, 646, 647

Communication from G. T. Beauregard 833

Reports of

Cullum, G. W 646

Foote, A. H 643,647

Gwin, William 643,647

Shirk, James W 645

See also Abstract log of U. 8. 8. Lexington, ]\ 7,S3.

Plander, John E. Mentioned 15

Planet, Steamer. Mentioned 785

Plant, James W. Mentioned 586,736
Platte Valley, Steamer. Mentioned 437
Plummer, Josephs. Mentioned 689

Pocahontas, U. S. S.

Brown, George, ordered to relieve R. R. Wallace of command 230

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 238

Polk, A. H. Mentioned 816

Polk, General. See General Polk, C. S. 8.

Polk, Leonidas.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T , 836

Blake, E. D 757

Bragg, Braxton 837

Brown, I. N 790,791

Butler, B. J 424

Cheatham, B. F 417

Cullum, G. W 628-630

Ellis, Powhatan 564

Foote, A. H 628-630

Heiman, A 815

Hollins, G. N 749, 828

Johnston, A. S 812

McCown, -J. P 420,737,739,832,835

Mackall, W. W 803,812,814

Maury, M. F 806

Miller, J. H 821

Navy Department, C. S 7!)2-794, 811

Pillow, G. J 412,613

President, C. S 406,407

Price, Sterling 805

Tate, Samuel 799

Saunders, A. L 807

Trask, W. L 425

War Department, C. S 811

WicklifCe, N <512

General order, battle of Belmont, Mo 423

Mentioned 412-420, 560, 626,

633, 637, 651, 653, 671, 751, 763, SOI, S02, 817, 820, 822, 823, 826
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Polk, Leonidas—Continued. Pas«-

Reports of.

Belmont, Mo. Battle of. November 7, 1861 406^12
Columbus, Ky.

Evacuation of, and fortifying of Island No. 10 654

Measures for defense of 803

Operations against 814,81.5

Pay of army at 811

Fort Henry, Tenn. Capture of. February (i. 1s()2 564

Mississippi River. Operations in 792

New Madrid, Mo. Affairs at 835

Request of, for services of M. F. Maury on Mississipiii River 793

Special orders 816

Polk, Marshall T. Mentioned 408,409
Pomeroy, Gaius P. Mentioned 3, 12, 25. 3s, 50. 100, 121, 128, 172, 188

Pontchartrain, C. S. S.

Mentioned 1 834, 845

Oiierations In defense of Island No. 10 750,751,767

Pook, Samuel H.
Correspondence with Navy Department, 1'. S 2S1

Mentioned 2.s;!, 2H5, 318, 509

Pool, Sylvester. Mentioned 404,551

Poole, William P. Mentioned 634

Pope, John.

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 701,713,714,719

Halleck, H. W 008,704,722

McCook, A. Mod 1(54

AValke, H 715-719

.Mentioned 316, 639, 649, 052, (JOO, 058, (;5», 601-(i63, 071, 682, 686,

690-692, 695-700, 702-705, 709-713, 720-723, 720-728, 730, 734

Report of combined operations in vicinity of Island No. 10, Missis-

sippi River and New Madrid, Mo., March 12, to surrender
of Island No. 10, April 7, 1862 689, 692, 703, 708, 716, 724, 731

Port Boyal, U. S. S.

Damage to property in New Orleans by shot fired from, at C. S.

ram William H. Webb 165, 166
.Mentioned 4, 12

25, 39, 56, 106. 118, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 217, 231, 254, 260, 262
Porter, David D. Mentioned 21,141,214,472,522,523,549,581
Porter, James D., jr. Mentioned 419,420
Porter, William D.

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 358, 377, 490, 491, 501, .''ill, WJX), ."htl. ,^45, (!7S, 730
Fr&mont, J. C ;550

Halleck, H. W ^m
Kellogg, S 707
Walke, H 372
War Department, IJ. S 761

Mentioned ^._ 361, iiJS, 376, 431, 438,

459, 486, 497^99, 537. 538, 540, 543, 551, 560, 699, 702, 710, 712
Proposal of, to attack Columbus, Ky 43O
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Porter, William D.—Continued. Page.

Reports of.

Columbus, Ky. Engagement with Confederate gunboats from,

January 11, 1862 499
Cumberland River, operations in, and affairs on Tennessee and

Mississippi rivers 396
Portsmoutli, U. S. sloop. Mentioned 4,

12, 25, 39, 42, 57, 82. 100, 121, 329, 172, 189, 213, 231

Postern, James. Mentioned 104
Postlethwaite, John T. Mentioned 754

Potomac, U. S. ship. Mentioned 4,8,

12, 25, 39, 57, 106, 121, 129, 172, 1S9, 213, 231, 253, 255. 260, 262

Powhatan, U. S. S. Mentioned 190

Prairie Bird, U. S. S. Thomas McElroy appointed to coniniaiid 108

Prairie Bose, Steamer. Mentioned 783

Pratt, Oscar H. Mentioned 544,550

Prentiss, Benjamin M. Mentioned 312

President, C. S.

Correspondence regarding efforts to capture 1.S8, 176, 184

Correspondence with

McRae, John J 810

Pillow, G. J 817

Polk, L
'

401), 407, 654

Taylor, R 269

Tennessee, Governor of 824

Mentioned 43, 157, 2<iS, 440, 756, 789, 791, 796, 814, 830

Proclamation by, granting amnestj- to certain citizens of Kentucky 818

President, U. S.

Correspondence regarding funeral honors paid to memory of 137, 182, 183

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 735

Fremont, J. C .S1.3, .344, 345

Indiana, Governor of 844

Swett, Leonard 706

Wise, H. A 1)81

Mentioned ^ 137, 152, 182, 236, 297, 444, 491,

493, 516, 518, 519, 522, 523, 525-527, 546, 547, 549, 576, 614, 030.

631, 635, 636, 641, 642, 049, 650, 055, 057, 603, 679, 683, 760, 761

Order of, revoking restrictions on commercial intercourse 171

Proclamation of, refusing privileges and imnumities to vessels of war

of certain foreign countries 125

Preston, Charles. Mentioned l.^>7, 107, 170

Preston, U. S. S.

Mentioned IOC, 121, 126, 129, 172, 189, 21.3, 217, 231, 243

Movements of 112,198,199

Orders for movements 27

Price, E. V. Mentioned ^10

Price, General. See General Price, V. S. S.

Price, George. Mentioned 152-154

Price, Henry. Mentioned '''36

Price, John. Mentioned ^^^

Price, Sterling'.

Correspondence with L. Polk 805

Mentioned ^^^' *^' *^' '^^^^ ^^' ^^
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Prichett, James M. ^^ee.

Appointed to command
Cairo, U. S. S 500

Maria Denning, U. S. receiving vessel 759

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 500,759

Mentioned 475, 478, 503, 526

Prince, Steamer. Operations at battle of Belmont, Mo., November 7,

1861 409, 418, 422, 424, 425, 427

Princess Koyal, U. S. S.

Capture, in Galveston Harbor, Tex., of schooners Annie Sophia and

Pet. by boat expedition from, February 2, 1865 27-33

Destruction of steamer Denbigh, May 24, 1865 197

Destruction of steamer Will-o'-the-wisp off Galveston, Tex., February

10, 1865 33-37

Mentioned 4,

6, 12, 25, 39, 49, 56, 106, 118, 121, 126, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 238

Prisoners of state. Transportation of, from New Orleans to Fort Pulaski

and Washington 215

Prisoners of war.

Correspondence regarding privileges requested for families of 626-631

Mail and packages for 13,265-267

Parole of , 199,202

Sale of cotton for benefit of 13

Proctor, Baron. Mentioned 550

Prudewell, William. Mentioned 132

Prussian consul at Galveston, Tex. Mentioned 113

Prussian Minister to the United States. Mentioned 113

Purchase, construction, and equipment of vessels. See Western waters.

Organization of naval forces on.

Pynne, George A. Mentioned 255

Quaker City, U. S. S.

Captures made by 103, 109, 116

Chase of C. S. ram William H. Webb, April 24, 1865 142

Mentioned 47, 48, 57, 106, 117, 121, 129, 172, 184, 194

Quarantine, La., Telegraph operator at. Correspondence witli T. W.
Sherman ^1 146

R. B. Taney, Steamer. Mentioned 134

B. H. Vermilyea, British schooner. Capture of, March 12, 1865 103

B. J. Lockwood, Steamer. Mentioned 93

B. M. Patton, Steamer (Hospital boat). Mentioned 561,565,783
B. B. Cuyler, U. S. S.

Condition of 173,192
Mentioned 119, 188, 199, 202, 212, 217
Operations ofC Galveston, Tex 216
Orders for movements 122,219

Bae, T. W. Report of survey of captured steamers Baltic, Morgan, and
Black Diamond 226-229

Bam Fleet. Fitting out of.

Communications from

Foote, A. H 768
Halleck, H. W 680
War Department, U. S 675

Orders and instructions of War Department, U. S 680, 681, 683, 685
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Bam Fleet. Fitting out of—Continued. Page.

Reports of Charles Ellet, jr 681-683
Request of Secretary of War, U. S., for interview with Charles

Ellet, jr 665
Bamm, John. See John Ramm, Vessel.

Bandolph, George W. See War Department, C. 8.

Randolph, Tenn. Proposed construction of battery at. Reports of
Brown, I. N 791
Pillow, Gideon J 78T

Bansom, George M. Mentioned 2.54

Bawlins, John A.

Correspondence with E. R. S. Canby 193
Mentioned 405, 440

Bazford, Denison A. Correspondence with A. H. Foote 353
Bay, Mr. Mentioned 104
Bead, Charles W.

Commanding C. S. ram William H. Webb at time of escape from Red
River and destruction below New Orleans, La., April 23-24,

1865 __ 141-170

Mentioned 147, 152, 154, 155, 157, 167
Report of fitting out of C. S. ram William H. Webb 168-170

Beading Press, New Orleans, La. Naval headquarters removed to 256

Bed, W. C. Mentioned 554,556

Bed Gauntlet, Steamer. Mentioned 60,263

Bed Biver, Louisiana.

Affairs in. Reports of

Carter, J. H 170

Pinkerton, Allan 152

Read, Charles W 168

Escape of C. S. ram Webb from, April 23, 1865. See Webb, C. S. ram.

Bed Bover, Steamer.

Guthrie, John Julius, appointed to command 800

Mentioned 725, 742, 746, 757, 845

Begals, J. Mentioned 736

Beily, Dennis. Mentioned 736

Belly, Mich. Mentioned 736

Beily, S. Mentioned 736

Eenfrew, Crozier & Co. Mentioned 463

Benfro, W. Mentioned 561

Bepublic, Southern. See Southern RepuhUc, Steamer.

Beynolds, Alfred H. Mentioned 28,30,31,35

Beynolds, H. Mentioned 540

Bhea, Matt. Mentioned 412,422,423

Bhode Island, U. S. S.

Orders for movements 178

Mentioned 187

Bhodes, H. H. Mentioned 551, 736

Bice, J. Mentioned 737

Bice, T. C. Mentioned 170

Bice, Thomas. Mentioned 551

Bich, Abraham, jr. Mentioned— 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 121. 128, 172, 188, 212, 230

Bichards, E. Mentioned 170

Eichardson, Captain. Mentioned 771
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Page.

Richardson, Albert. Mentioned 586

Bichmond, U. S. S.

Interception of C. S. ram William H. Webb below New Orleans, La.,

by, April 24, 1865 142,147,148,152,154,157,162,167,170

Jenkins, Thornton A., relieved of command 21

Mentioned 4, 12, 20, 25, 29, 33. 39, 47, 48,

57, 82. 102. 106, 111, 121, 129, 144, 172, 181, 189, 213, 222, 233, 235

Operations

Against Mobile, Ala., March 8 to Ai)ril 12, 1865 03-66

In Mobile Bay, Ala 13,50

Bichmond, Va.
Preparation of submarine batteries at. Commiinic;ition from M. F.

Maury 806

Fall of. Report of J. Bailey 87

Bichmond, William B. Mentioned 799,807,832

Bidder, Schooner. Mentioned 220

Biddle, Andy. Mentioned .- 749

Bider, John J. Mentioned 644-646

Biggins, N. B. Mentioned <. 170

Biley, Frank A. Mentioned 551,586

Eiley, Robert K.

Mentioned 500, 551

Report of casualties on U. S. S. Essex, February 6, 1862 540

Binggold, Cadwalader. Mentioned 650

Bio Grande, Texas and Mexico. Affairs in vicinity of. Communication

from I. B. Rush 185

See mIso Brazitu Santiago, Tex.; Matamoras, Mexico.

Bipley, James W.
('orresi)ondence with

Footc. A. H 450,453

Wise. H. A 576

Mentioned 439, 522, 523, 580

Ritchard, A. P. Mentioned 166

Bizer, W. Mentioned 736

Eobb, Steamer. Jlentioned 579,822

Bobbins, Levi. Mentioned 8

Rob Roy, Steamer. Mentioned 401, 403, 483, 779, 780, 783

Roberts, Charles L. ilentioned 423

Roberts, George W.
Mentioned 706. 729, 776
Report of expedition against def'.Mises of Island No. 10, Misissijipi

River 707

Eoberts, James. Mentioned 736
Boberts, James H. Mentioned 382
Boberts, William. Mentioned 252
Bobertson, Albot L. Mentioned 420
Bobertson, Eli. Mentioned 74,132
Robins, Luke. Mentioned 197
Robinson, J. S. Mentioned 132
Robinson, John. Mentioned 188,212
Robinson, Joseph G. Mentioned 381
Robinson, Lewis W. Mentioned 219
Robinson, William H. Mentioned C67
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Page.

Boby, Francis M. Mentioned 168

Bodgers, Frederick. Mentioned 254

Rodgers, John.

Appointed to command XJ. S. naval forces on Western rivers 280, 349

Commendatory letters regarding services of, from
Foote, A. H 320

Navy Department, U. S 349

Correspondence with

Bishop, Joshua 294,296,301

Foote, A. H 318,352

Fox, G. V 281

Fremont, J. C 303,305

McClernand, J. A 313

Navy Department, U. S 280, 281, 284, 286, 287, 295, 304, 307

Phelps, S. L 289-292, 299

Stembel. R. N 300

Explanatory report of, upon being relieved of command on Western
waters 318

Mentioned 310,

312-314, 321-324, 336, 339, 341, 342, 354, 355, 358, 438, 469, 478, 772

Removal of, from command of naval forces on Western waters 297,

307, 318, 320, 349

Reports of.

Commerce, Mo.
Affairs at, and advising fortifying 305

Expedition to, August 17, 1861 300

Expedition to, August 20, 1861 302

Hickman and Columbus, Ky. Engagements at, September 4,

1861 309

Western waters. Organization of V. S. naval forces on 282,

283, 286, 294, 297, 298, 302, 306, 318

Request of, for sea duty .. 334, 349

Rodolph, V. S. .''.

Orders for movements : 11

Mentioned 1 4, 8, 9, 12, 25. 39, 57, 106, 118, 121, 172, 189, 213, 231

Sinking of, by torpedo, at entrance of Blakely River, Ala., April 1,

1865 TO, 72-74, 129, 132

Rogers, George W. Report of injuries sustained by U. S. S. Pittsburg,

attack on Fort Donelson, February 14, 1862 594

Rogers, W. E. Mentioned 590

Rogers, William. Report of survey of captured steamers Baltic, Morgan,

and Black Diamond 226-229

Roney, "William B. Mentioned 586

Rook, Charles. Mentioned ITO

Rooley, H. Mentioned T37

Rooney, William B. Mentioned T36

Rose, Prairie. See Prairie Rose, Steamer.

Rose, U. S. S.

Mentioned ^' ^' ^^'

15, 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 253, 255, 260, 262

Operations in Mobile Bay, Ala., and vicinity 185

Rosling, John. Mentioned 44,45

Ross, E. M. Mentioned ^^
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Page.

Koss, John. Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 106, 188, 231, 255, 260, 262

Boss, Reuben R. Mentioned 599,605

Rounds, Henry. Mentioned 74, 133

Bouse, G. W. Mentioned 170

Rousseau, Lawrence. Mentioned 199

Rousseau, Lovell H. Mentioned 290

Rover, Red. See Red Rover, Steamer.

Royston, Grandison D. Mentioned 830

Rucker, Edmund W.
Mentioned 739, 744, 746, 752, 757

Eeport of operations in defense of Island No. 10, Mississippi River 753

Rucker, Morton. Mentioned 382

Rucker, Washington. Mentioned . 382

Ruggles, Daniel.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 833

Chalmers, James R 620, 835

Mentioned 827

Rummell, Charles V. Report of attempted destruction of Confederate

steamer near Fort Point, Tex., February 25, 1865 51

Runyan, B. M. See B. M. Runyan, Steamer.

Rush, Iredell B. For correspondence as Acting Assistant Adjutant-

General, see Barrett, Clarence T.

Russell, Daniel R. Mentioned 628, 792

Russell, Robert M. Mentioned 406, 408, 409, 412^14
Russell, Thomas O. Mentioned 551

Sabine, U. S. ship. Mentioned 551

Sabine Pass, Tex. Evacuation of, by Confederates, May 24, 1865 207,

209, 211, 212

Sagamore, U. S. S. Mentioned 254, 260, 262

St. Louis,* U. S. S.

Armament, January, 1862 ' 495

Casualties.

Attack on Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 14, 1862 586

Bursting of gun, attack on Island No. 10, March 17, 1862 694

Engagement with Confederate vessels near Columbus, Ky., Mississippi

River, January 11, 1862 497-500

Pitting out of 432, 448, 453, 463

List of officers, Febrvjary 6, 1862 551

Mentioned 387, 433, 434,

441, 444, 449, 450, 481, 483, 490, 493, 571, 580, 769, 774-777, 781, 782

Operations

Against Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 14-16, 1862 584-

586, 588, 589, 592

At capture of Fort Henry, Tenn., February 6, 1862 534

537-541, 550, 551

In vicinity of Island No. 10 and New Madrid, Mo., March 12 to

April 7, 1862 693-695, 707, 735

Order of A. H. Foote regarding firing from 500

Orders for movements 442,531

* Officially known as Baron dc Kalb.
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St. Louis, Mo. Page.

Affairs at. Reports of A. H. Foote 341, 342

Affairs on Mississippi River between Memphis and. Communica-
tion from D. M. Frost 808

Construction and equipment of U. S. vessels at
Communications from

'Foote, A. H 368,369

Halleck, H. W 766

Meigs, M. C 431

Orders and instructions of A. H. Foote 374, 392

Reports of

Foote, A. H 369, 376, 378, 385, 387, 391, 305, 429, 438

Kilty, A. H 365

Establishment of naval rendezvous and recruiting office at 296

Names of gunboats under construction at 387

Transfer of gunboats building at, to Cairo, 111 432,

434, 439-442, 444-453, 455, 456, 459, 460

St. Martinsville, La. Recovery of light-house apparatus stored at. Re-

ports of

Leonard, Ezra 232

Thatcher, H. K 232

St. Patrick, C. S. torpedo boat.

Attack upon U. S. S. Octorara, Januai-y 28, 1865 269

Halligau, John P., relieved of command of, by John T. Walker 267-269

Sallie Wood,* Steamer.

Capture of 572, 573

Mentioned 1 760, 822

Sam Houston, U. S. schooner. Mentioned 4,

12, 25, 35, 57, 107, 118, 121, 128, 172, 189, 212, 231, 253, 255, 260, 262

Sam Kirkman, Confederate boat. Mentioned 821

Samson,t IT. S. S. Mentioned 161

Samson,! U. S. tug. Mentioned 442

Samuel Orr, Steamer.

Burning of, February 7, 1862 572, 821

Mentioned 565

San Domingo, West Indies. Measures for protection of American in-

terests in.

Communication from U. S. vice-consul-general at Havana, Cuba 245

Order of H. K. Thatcher 245

Reports of

Haxtun, M 249

Thatcher, H. K 244,249

San Domingo, West Indies, Commercial agent at. Mentioned— 244, 245, 249

Sands, Benjamin F.

Correspondence with

Beers, J. R 205

Granger, G 235

Johnstone, John A 19'^

Magruder, J. Bankhead 206, 207, 271, 273, 274

Smith, Ashbel 198

• Afterwards D. S. S. SalUe Wood.

t Found also Sampson.

t Name changed to Pansy, October 24, 1862.
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Sands, Benjamin F.—Continued. Page.

Correspondence with—Continued.

Thatcher, H. K 199, 205

Wallace, Lewis 119

Wilson, H 124

Mentioned 47, 56,

106, 121, 128, 136, 172, 188, 202, 211, 212, 216, 217, 224, 230. 272

Relieved of command off Texas coast by T. H. Stevens 241

Reports of.

Denbigh, Steamer. Destruction of. May 24, 1865 197

Galveston, Tex. Operations off 126, 135

Texas. Negotiations for surrender of Confederate forces in 205

Sanford, Joseph P.

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 34.3, 455, 577, 580

Navy Department, U. S 350

Wise, H. A 679

Mentioned 321, 341, 361, 369, 391, 454-^56,

460, 492, 496, 526, 543, 587, 635, 637, 652, 674, 677, 678. 684, 693

Report of fitting out of gunboats at St. Louis, Mo 342

Sanger, William D. Mentioned 653

San Jacinto, U. S. S. Removal of material from wreclc of 246

Saratog'a, Steamer. Mentioned 164

Sartori, Lewis C. Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 57, 68, 106, 129

Saunders, A. L. Correspondence with L. Polk 807

Saunders, John E. Mentioned 754

Savage, Thomas. See Havana, Cuba, U. 8. Vice-Consul-Genc7'al at.

Savannah, Tenn. Burning of Confederate encampment at 570, 573

See also Abstract log of V. S. S. Lexington, p. 784.

Schouler, William. Mentioned 730

Schram, Charles. Mentioned 736

Sciota, U. S. S.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 41, 57, 107, 121 , 122, 172, ISO, 213, 231 , 2.38, 242

Raising and repairing of 237

Sinking of, by torpedo, in Mobile Bay, April 14, 1865-- 90, 129, 1.30, 132, 1.33

Scott, Aleck. See Aleck Scott, Steamer.

Scott, Henry H. Mentioned 152, IS.'), 157, 167-109

Scott, James S. Mentioned 382
Scott, Thomas A.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote ^ 709,710
Report of operations against Island No. 10, Mississippi River 704,

709, 710, 712, 715, 716, 722
See also War Department, U. S.

Scott, Thomas M. Mentioned 421,832
Scoville, James A. Mentioned 707
Sea pay. Request of John Rodgers for nllowiince of, to tirticers serving

on Western waters 294

Seale, B. Mentioned 810
Sears, Thomas B. Mentioned 4,12,25
Sebago, U. S. S.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25,

39, 57, 107, 118, 121, 129, 130, 135, 139, 172, 189, 201, 213, 231, 2S8
Orders for movements 235
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Page.

Sebastian, Benjamin. Mentioned 289,550
Sebastian, John. Mentioned 289,551,644
Secretary of Navy, C. S. Mentioned 43,268,750,757,803,814,844

For correspondence, see 'Navy Department, C. S.

Secretary of Navy, IT. S. Mentioned- _ 29, 171, 267, 284, 330, 446, 454, 463, 468,

473, 475, 480, 506, 517, 546, 548, 619, 650, 652, 655, 670, 679, 716

For correspondence, see Navy Department, V. S.

Secretary of State, C. S. Mentioned 818

For correspondence, see State Department, C. 8.

Secretary of State, U. S. Mentioned 223,336

For correspondence, see State Department, U. S.

Secretary of Treasury, TT. S. Mentioned 171,263,614

For correspondence, see Treasury Department, U. S.

Secretary of War, C. S. Mentioned 654, 757, 810, 814

For correspondence, see War Department, C. 8.

Secretary of War, V. S. Mentioned 295,

297, 532, 575, 576, 630, 631, 665, 677, 681, 683

For correspondence, see War Department, V. 8.

Selma, L'. S. S. Mentioned 4,

12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 118, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 253, 256

Selma, Ala. Fall of. Order of H. K. Thatcher for firing of salutes in

honor of 122

Selma, Ala., Naval Gun Foundry and Ordnance Works, Commandant
of. See Jones, Catesby ap R.

Seminole, U. S. S.

Captures made by 11

Condition of 7

Destruction of steamer Denbigh, May 24, 1865 197

Mentioned 4, 12, 24, 25, 39, 42, 57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 243

Operations on coast of Texas 6

Semmes, Thomas J. Mentioned 842-845

Seward, William H. See State Department, V. S.

Shannon, William J. Mentioned 551

Shaw, Captain. Mentioned 806

Shaw, Edward. Mentioned 551,644,671

Shaw, S. B. Mentioned 736

Shean, Timothy. Mentioned 35

Sheffield, S. Mentioned 370

Shell, Philip. Mentioned 551

Shepherd, A. S. Mentioned 792

Shepherd, William. Mentioned 49

Sheppard, James. Mentioned 736

Sherman, Thomas W.
Correspondence with

Banks, Fort, Commanding officer at 141

Bicker, Henry K 150

Bonnet Carre, Commanding officer at 150

Camp Parapet, Commanding officer at 143

Everett, Charles 145,147

Fiske, W. O 142,143

Fltzwater, A. J t 1^3, 145, 146

Halleck, H. W 625
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Sherman, Thomas W.—Continued. P»Ke.

Correspondence with—Continued.

Holmstedt, E. W 146

Loring, Albert 156

Mudgett, William S 142

Perkins, F. W 154

Quarantine, La., Telegraph operator at 146

Thatcher, H. K 144

Mentioned 148, 158

Report of capture of portion of crew of C. S. ram William H. Webb 156

Sherman, William. Mentioned 736

Sherman, William Tecumseh. Mentioned 83,

84, 104, 177, 435, 637, 651-653, 655, 667, 668

Shiloh, Tenn. Xaval operations at battle of, April 6-7, 1862.

Communications from

Navy Department, U. S 765

Swett, Leonard 766

Reports of

Foote, A. H 726,762

Gwin, William 762

Shirk, James W 764

See also Abstract log of U. S. S. Lexington, p. 786.

Shirk, James W.
Appointed to command U. S. S. Lexington 481

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 441,444,484
Mentioned 321, 324, 352, 361, 470, 480, 486^88, 537, 538, 542, 551,

570, 571, 573, 574, 643-645, 052, 653, 666-670, 720, 762-766, 781, 785
Reports of

Cairo, 111. Arrival of U. S. S. Pittsburg at 445

Fort Henry, Tenn.

Capture of, February 6, 1802 541

Expedition iu Tennessee River to, January 19-24, 1862 520
Lexington, U. S. S. Grounding of, in Tennessee River 508
Pittsburg, U. S. S. Passage of, from St. Louis to Cairo 448
Pittsburg Landing, Tenn. Engagement at, March 1, 1862 645
Shiloh, Tenn. Xaval operations at battle of, April 6-7, 1862 764
Tennessee River. Operations in 667

Shirley, John T. Mentioned 811
Shock, William H.

Correspondence with H. K. Thatcher 68,74
Report of condition of vessels of Misslssipj)! Squadron transferred to

West Gulf Blockading Squadron 54
ShuU, G. W. Mentioned 645
Shuster, J. P. Mentioned 599
Sidney, Ala. Memorandum of conditions of surrender of C. S. vessels in

Tombigbee River made at 178
Sigel, Franz. Mentioned 738
Signal Corps Cipher, Confederate 10
Silcurk, William. Mentioned 561
Simonds, Gustavus B. Mentioned 769-771
Simonds, John. See John Simo7ids, Steamer.

Simons, George D, Mentioned^ 55I



INDEX. 943

Simpson, Edward. Page.

Assumes duties as fleet captain, West Gulf Blockading Squadron 112
Correspondence with

Crosby, P 88, 115

Farrand, E 177

Le Eoy, William E 188

Low, W. W 79

Perl£lns, G. H 118

Thatcher, H. K 179

Mentioned 130, 178, 199, 201, 247, 254, 260, 262

Reports of.

Mobile, Ala. Explosion of ordnance stores in, May 25, 1865 200

Tombigbee River, Ala. Surrender of Confederate vessels in. May
10, 1865 180

Sinclair, Charles H. Mentioned 161

Singleton, Otho B. Mentioned 83]

Siren, U. S. S. Condition of 54,55

Skate & Co. Mentioned 134

Skerrett, Joseph S. Mentioned- 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230

Slattery, Daniel P. Report of escape of C. S. ram William H. Webb
from Red River, La., April 23, 1865 150

Slough, B. H. Correspondence with

Granger, G 93-95

Thatcher, H. K 93-95

Smart, G. P. Mentioned 421

Smedley, Charles. Mentioned 565

Smith, Andrew J. Mentioned 127,203,213

Smith, Ashbel.

Correspondence with B. F. Sands 198

Mentioned 109, 202, 216, 272

Smith, Charles. Correspondence with A. H. Foote 525

Smith, Charles (Boatswain's mate). Mentioned 586

Smith, Charles (Private). Mentioned 737

Smith, Charles F.

Mentioned— 323, 334, 345, 348, 358, 371, 375, 377-379, 381, 383, 396, 397, 430,

435, 440, 447, 452, 457, 458, 480, 481, 484, 486-488, 507, 508, 520,

521, 525, 557, 558, 568, 589, 590, 625, 637, 639, 640, 666-668, 781

Reports of.

Eddyvllle, Ky. Expedition to, October 26-28, 1861 380

Fort Henry, Tenn. Reconnoissance to, October 12-13, 1861 372

Owensboro, Ky. Affairs at 352

Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. Affairs in 427

Smith, E. Kirby. Mentioned 124, 159, 168, 206, 211, 216, 273, 274

Smith, George. Mentioned ^87, 593

Smith, Henry, 1st. Mentioned 586, 736

Smith, Henry, 2d. Mentioned 736

Smith, J. li. Kirby. Mentioned 717, 732

Smith, J. W. Correspondence with T. P. Greene 166

Smith, James. Mentioned 317

Smith, James L. Mentioned 551

Smith, John. Mentioned '^'^0

Smith, Johnson (Colored). Mentioned 74,132
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Smith, Joseph. Page.

Correspondence with A. H. Foote 506

Mentioned 110, 04!)

Smith, Melancthon. Mentioned 40!l, 411, 414, 41,S, 420

Smith, Morgan L. Mentioned ^- 317

Smith, Preston. Mentioned 400, 400, 414, 417, 410, 420, 420, 787

Smith, T. Kilby. Corresimndence with E. R. S. Canby 147

Smith, Warren D.

Correspondence with commnnding officer at fort Muconil> 149

Mentioned 150

Smith, W. B. Correspondence with W. W. Maclvaii 810

Smith, William (C. S. N.). .Mentioned ir>4. KK!, 100

Smoote, George T. Mentioned 7:iO

Snell, Charles B. Mentioned 30

Snowden, J. Hudson. Mentioneil 411

Snyder, Alfred. Mentioned 736

Snyder, Matthias B. Mentione<l 551

Sonora, Steamer. Mentioned 221

Sophia, Annie. See Annie Sophia, Schooner.

Soula, B. Mentioned 540

South Carolina. Removal of restrictions on coniniercliil interoourstMvltlu 171

Southern Bepublic, Steamer.

Orders for movements 181

Surrender of. See Tombigbee River, Ala. Surrender of Vonfeile.rate

vessels in.

Spanish Fort, Ala. Capture of. See Mobile, Ala. Operations ai/ainst,

from March S, including capture of city, April 12, lti65. ^

Spear, Otis G. Mentioned 31,32
Spears, James G. Mentioned 760

Special orders.

Confederate 739, 810

Union 122, 279, 381, 402, 404, 53.5-.537

Spicer, William F.

Mentioned ^ 47, 57, 106, 121, 129, 142, 172

Reports of.

Cora, Steamer. Capture of, March 24, 1865 116
George Burlthart, Schooner. Capture of, March 17, 1S05 109

Qualcer City, U. S. S. .4.rrlvnl of, at Philadelphia, for repairs 184

R. H. Vermilyea, British schooner. Capture of, March 12, 1805, 103
Telemlco, Sloop. Capture of, March 16, 1SC5 109

Spirea, U. S. S. Mentioned 240,246
Spitfire, Steamer. Mentioned _ 770,782,783
Sportsman, Ordnance ship. Mentioned . ._ 614
Springer, Edward D. Mentioned . 231
Sprowl, J. W. Mentioned _^ (594

Squires, C. H. Mentioned 737
Stankiewicz, P. K. Mentioned .'((!r>, ,599

Stanley, David S. Mentioned 090
Stannard, Joseph E. Mentioned- 3, 12, 25, 38, 50, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230
Stannard, William M.

Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230, 255
Relieved of command of TJ. S. brig Bohlo and appointed to command

V. S. S. Kittatlnny 224
Report of expedition In Tombigbee River, Ala,, January 20-31, 1866— 264
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Starbuck, David J. Mentioned . 15
Star of Hope, Coal brig. Mentioned 23,24
Starrett, Adrian C.

Mentioned 12, 25, 39, 56, 84, lOG, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231
Report of operations In Mobile Bay, Ala 185

State Department, C. S. Correspondence with James M. Mason 406
State Department, IT. S. Correspondence with U. S. consul-general at

Havana, Cuba 27
Steams, B. J. Mentioned 551
Steedman, Isaiah G. W. Mentioned 739, 753, 755
Steedman, Charles. Correspondence with A. H. Foote 343
Steel, Thomas. Mentioned 55I
Steele, Prederlck.

Correspondence with E. R. S. Canby 85,86
Mentioned 83, 127, 135, 214
Reports of operations against Mobile, Ala 85,86

Steele, T. Mentioned . ^ 737
Stelner, Captain. Mentioned 771
Stembel, James KcB. Mentioned 404,551
Stembel, 'Roger N.

Certifies to completion of gunboats at Cairo, 111 504
Correspondence with A. H. Foote 330, 346, 434, 440
Mentioned 302, 309, 310, 323-325, 327, 328, 336, 339, 345-349,

357, 361-363, 366, 376, 377, 397^00, 402, 404, 405, 433, 437, 451,

456, 471, 503, 537, 538, 543, 550, 559, 561, 651-653, 691, 777, 778, 781

Relieved of command of TJ. S. S. Lexington and appointed to com-
mand U. S. S. Cincinnati 481

Reports of.

Benton, U. S. S. Trial trip of 505

Bird's Point, Commerce, and Cape Girardeau, Mo. Reconnols-

sance of, August 16-17, 1861 300

Fort Henry, Tenn. Capture of, February 6, 1862 539, 544

Lucas Bend, Mo. Engagement at, September 10, 1861 326

Paducah, Ky. Seizure of steamer W. B. Terry at, August 22,

1861 304

Stephen Decatur, Steamer. Mentioned ' 779

Stephens, Alexander H. Mentioned 268

Stephens, Ellhu. Mentioned 551

Stephens, WUUam H. Mentioned • 418, 420

Sterling, Bobert Mentioned 740, 820

Stemmeyer, F. Mentioned 736

Stevens, Alonzo. Mentioned 133

Stevens, Thomas H.
Correspondence with

Barrett, Clarence T 185

De Horsey, A. F. R 183

Thatcher, H. K 63

Tglesias, Salvador 182

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 217, 231, 243

Relieves B. F. Sands of command off Texas coast 241

Report of funeral honors paid memory of President, U. S 182

Stevenson, Joseph F. Mentioned 43-45

N w B—VOL 22 60
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Page.

Stevenson, Vernon K. Mentlouod 807

Stewart, Alexander P.

Meutioned 409, 411, 421, 690, 737, 750, 752

Report of affairs at Fort Pillow, Teiin 838

Stewart, J. S. Mentioned 1™
Stewart, B. A. Mentioned 408,410,420,421

Stewart, William. Mentioned 12,25,38,106,121,128

Stith, F. Mentioned 412

Stockdale, Mr. Mentioned 628

Stockdale, U. S. S.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 118, 121-123.

120-131, 133, 135, 138, 141, 163, 166, 172-177, 179-181, 184, 185,

187, 189-192, 195, 196, 198-200, 202, 203, 213, 215, 231, 253, 256

Operations against Mobile, Ala., March 8 to April 12, 1865 67,

68, 70, 74, 76-79, 81-86, 88, 89, 91, 92, 95, 97

Stockton, Philip. Mentioned 787,792

Stokes, Lieutenant. Mentioned 98

Stom, James. Mentioned 382

Stone, William W. Mentioned 745

Stonewall, C. S. ram.

Movements of 37, 138, 184, 186, 187, 190, 192, 193, 196

Proposal of governor-general of Havana to surrender —
' 244

Surrender of, to Spanish authorities at Havana, Cuba 194,212

Storey, Reuben. Mentioned 404,551

Storm, Steamer. Mentioned 780

Stowe, M. Mentioned 737

Stribling, ComeUus K.

Mentioned 212, 218

Relieved of command of East Gulf Squadron 217,237

Strong, James H. Mentioned 4,12,25,39,50,106

Strong, Bichard P. Report of operations against Mobile, Ala 98

Strong, William K.

Correspondence with

Dresser, Jasper M 671

Foote, A. H 671

Halleck, H. W 686,692

Mentioned 087, 688, 691, 700

Strother, William. Mentioned 74,132

Stuart, A. P. H. Mentioned—.* 119

Stubbs, John T. Mentioned 745

Sugg, Cyrus A. Mentioned 555

Sullivan, James. Mentioned 646

Sullivan, John. Mentioned 737

Sullivan, Patrick. Mentioned 586,646

Sullivan, T. Mentioned 540'

Sultana, Steamer. Mentioned 164

Sunshine, Steamer. Mentioned 785

Swain, Edward A. Appointed acting midshipman, C. S. Navy 796
Swallow, Steamer. Meutioned 7-87

Swaney, John. Report of arniauieut of Fort Zollicoffer, Cumberland
River 676

Sw'ett, Leonard. Corrpspondence with President, V . S 766

Swift, Walter. Mentioned 736
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I

Symington, John. Page.

Correspondence with A. H. Koote 338, 356, 450, 462, 519, 525
Mentioned 453,456,407,503,512,516,518

Sypher, . Mentioned 551
T. D. Hine, Steamer. Mentioned 804
TafEe, W. Mentioned 170
Taggart, William. Mentioned 36
Tallahatchie, U. S. S. Mentioned 4,12,25,39,

57, 73, 74, 107, 118, 121, 122, ]2i>, 132, 135, 172, 189, 213, 231, 253, 256
Tallapoosa, U. S. S. Mentioned 254,260,262
Tamaulipas, Steamer. Mentioned 11,201
Tampico, Steamer. Mentioned 220
Tam.pico, Mexico. Affairs at. Communications from U. S. consul at

Tampico 221

Tam.pico, Mexico, British consul at. Mentioned 221

Tampico, Mexico, TJ. S. consul at. Correspondence with Navy Depart-

ment, U. S 221

Taney, R. B. See R. B. Taney, Steamer.

Tappan, James C. Mentioned 406, 408, 411^13, 417, 418, 420, 425
Tarbell, Benjamin. Mentioned 3,

12, 25, 39, m, 106, 121, 128, 172, 189, 212, 231, 255

Tate, Samuel. Correspondence with Leonidas Polli 799

Taylor, Augustus F. Mentioned 404, 551

Taylor, Bushrod B.

Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106, 121, 128, 172, 189, 213

-Report of capture of schooner Mary Ellen off \'elasco, Tex., January

3, 1865 5

Taylor, Charles. Mentioned 73, 132

Taylor, D. G. See D. G. Taylor, Steamer.

Taylor, Ezra. Mentioned 402

Taylor, J. M. Mentioned 170

Taylor, Jesse. Mentioned 415, r,5S, 554, 501, 565, 568, 569

Taylor, John. Mentioned 7.S6

Taylor, Kichard.

Correspondence with Catesby ap R. Jones 271

Mentioned 177, 200, 263, 270

Report of C. S. naval forces at Mobile, Ala 269

Surrender of Confederate forces in Department of Alabama, Missis-

sippi, and East Louisiana by. Communication from E. R.

S. Cauby 175

Teche, Bayou. See Bayou Teche, La.

Tecumseh, Steamer. Mentioned 785

Telemico, Sloop. Capture of, March 16, 1865 100, 117

Tempest, U. S. S. Mentioned 157,186

Templeton, Peter. Mentioned 736

Tennessee.

Affairs in.

Communications from
Beauregard, G. T 822

Johnson, Andrew 769

Reports of

Beauregard, G. T ^ 825-827

Pillow, Gideon J 789
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\

Tennessee—Continued. Page.

Appointment of agents for collection of forfeited and abandoned prop-

erty in 614

Removal of restrictions on commercial intercourse with 171

Tennessee,* C. S. ironclad. Mentioned 76

Tennessee,! U. S. ram.

Laid up at New Orleans, La , 252,255

Mentioned 104, 163, 169, 193, 214

Operations In Mississippi Kiver 159,162

Tennessee, Governor of.

Confidential circular from G. T. Beauregard to 826

Correspondence witli

Johnston, A. S .— 609

Pillow, G. J - 803

President, C. S 824

War Department, C. S 552,786-788

Wintersmlth, R. C 609

Mentioned 040, 789, 806, 826-828

Tennessee Biver.

Affairs on.

Communication from A. S. Johnston 838

Reports of

Phelps, S. L 384,457,497

Smith, C. F 427

Burning of bridges over.

Order of U. S. Grant 574

Report of H. Walke 575

Burning of Confederate vessels on.

Extract from Richmond Dispatch, February 12, 1862 821

Report of J. H. Miller 82l

Confederate forces on and near. Reports of William Gwin 647, 648

Correspondence regarding adaptability of mortar boats for service

In 511-514

Expedition up, to Florence, Ala., February 6-10, 1862.

Communications from
Fulton, C. C 578

Navy Department, U. S 547

Order of A. H. Foote ' 537

Reports of

Foote, A. H 570,571

Phelps, S. L 570-574

Polk, L 564

See also AJ)stract log of V. S. Lexington, p. 782.

Grounding of U. S. S. Lexington 4n 508,509
Measures for defense of.

Communications from
Brown, Nelll S 809
Polk, Leonldas 794

Report of A. S. Johnston 801

* Afterwards U. S. ram Tennessee,

t Formerly C. S. Ironclad Tenneseee.



INDEX. - 949

Tennessee Biver—Continued. Page.

Operations In.

Captures made in 371

Communications from
Foote, A- H 447

Halleclr, H. W 637,639

Orders and instructions.

Grant, U. S 677

Halleck, H. W 710

Hardee, W. J ^ 820

Ruggles, Daniel 620

Foote, A. H 480,488

Reports of

Beauregard, G. T 836

Bragg, Braxton 837

Clialmers, James R 835-837

Crittenden, George B 837

Foote, A. H 375, 489, 632, 633, 636, 638

Gwin, William 634,666,670

Heiman, A 815

Pennoclc, A. M 668

Phelps, S. L 371, 507

• Shirk, James W 667

Smith, C. F . 372

See also Fort Henry, Tenn; Paducali, Ky.; Pittsburg Landing,

Tenn.; Shiloh, Tenn.

Tennessee .Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery—Batteries : Bankhead's, 420; Craln's, 554, 567; Sterling's,

740; Taylor's,* 402, 554, 565.

Cavalry—Battalions ; Logwood's, 410, 415, 425, 426; 9th (George

Gantt's), 554, 567. Regiments: Forrest's (MUner's com-

pany), 554, 565, 567.

Infantry—Regiments : 2d (Walker's), 406, 408, 413, 414, 418, 422 ; 4th,

421; 5th (Travis'), 834; 6th, 418; 9th, 418; 10th (Hei-

man'a), 554-556, 561, 563-567, 797; 12th (Russell's), 406,

408, 412, 413; 13th (John V. Wright's), 406, 408, 411-413,

421; 15th (Carroll's), 406, 409, 414; 21st (Pickett's), 406,

408, 412, 413; 22d (Freeman's), 408, 412, 413; 24th, 796;

30th (Head's), 555; 38th (Looney's), 564; 46th (Cooper's

company), 745; 48th (Browder's), 554, 555, 565, 567; 50th

(Sugg's), 555; 51st (Voorhies'), 554, 555, 565, 567; 154th

(Smith's), Marcus J. Wright commanding, 406, 410, 417,

419, 426.

Tensas Kiver, Alabama. Removal of obstructions from
, 185, 186

Terrell, Edward A. Mentioned 4, 12, 57, 58, 120, 128

Teny, W. B. See W. B. Terry, Steamer.

Texada, Theodore. Mentioned 74, 132

Texas.

Blockade of coast _of.

Orders and instructions.

Navy Department, U. S 20, 21

Thatcher, H. K 63

• Subsequently commanded by Stanklewlcz.
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Texas—Continued.
,

P»8e.

Blockade of coast of—Continued.

Report of James S. Palmer 48

Stevens, T. H., relieves B. F. Sands of command 241

See also Aransas Pass, Tex.; Brazos Santiago, Tex.; Galveston,

Tex.; Pass Cavallo, Tex.; Rio Orande, Tex.; Velasco, Tex.

Negotiations leading to surrender of Confederate forces in. See

Trans-Mississippi Department.

Texas, Governor of. Mentioned 272

Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) Artillery—Regiments: 1st

(Cook's), 124.

Thatcher, Henry K.

Appointed to command West Gulf Blockading Squadron... 20, 22, 32, 47, 174

.Assumes command of Gulf Squadron 237

Correspondence with

Armstrong, James F 85,110,111,257

Bacon, F. A. G 133

Bacon, W. T 200

Banks, N. P 144,209

Belden, Samuel 250

Brown, George 57, 131

Budd, William 157

Burcham, G. B • 165

Canby, E. R. S 63-69, 77-87, 89-91,

127, 141, 147, 175, 192, 195-196, 201-203, 205, 209, 210, 212, 215

Crosby, P 63, 78, 89, 134, 202, 209, 239, 240

Crosby, P., et al 226-228

Downes, John, et al 233

Dyer, N. M 72

Eaton, S. M 82

EUms, F 131

Emmons, G. F 84

Fox, G. V 166, 192, 204, 208

Fredberg, Alfred 201, 203

Gamble, William M 72

Glfford, R. W 73

Gherardi, B 165

Glllis, J. H 71

Green, Nathaniel 220

Greene, T. P 165

Havana, U. S. vice-consul-general at 245

Haxtun, Milton 245, 249

Lee, S. P 39, 105, 107, 186, 204

Leonard, Ezra 232

Le Roy, W. E 140, 149, 173, 184, 190, 191

Magune, J. W 130
Mix, Edwin C 114

Navy Department, U. S 20, 21, 37, 48, 53, 62, 96, 108, 119, 138,

141, 166, 173, 176, 190, 102, 193, 204, 208, 210, 217, 222, 223, 236
Palmer, James C 132,184
Perkins, G. H 64,235
Sands, B. F 126, 135, 197, 199, 205
Sherman, T. W 144
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Thatcher, Henry K.—Continued. Page-

Correspondence with—Continued.

Shock, William H 68,74

Simpson, E 179, 180, 200

Spicer, William F 116

Starrett, A. C 185

Stevens, T. H 63,182,241

Yates, A. R 113

Demand of, for surrender of Mobile, and reply 93-95

General orders 96, 137

Mentioned 40, 50, 54, 59, 118, 213, 214

Order of.

For a joint commission to examine»\vharves, docks, etc., in and
about Mobile, Ala 133

For firing of salutes in honor of fall of Selma, Ala., and defeat of

General J. E. Johnston 122

Relieved of command of Gulf Squadron by Johp A. Winslow 261

Reports of.

Alabama. Cooperative operations in 135

Appalachicola River. Disposition of Confederate naval material

in vicinity of 258

Arizona, U. S. S. Destruction of, in Mississippi River, Febru-

ary 27, 1865 57

Arkansas, U. S. S. Condition of 215

Biloxi and Mississippi City, Miss. Destitute condition of citi-

zens of 113

Cuba, Governor-General of. Offer of, to surrender C. S. ram
Stonewall 244

Ewing, Steamer. Sale of, at Pensacola, Fla 257

Fort Donelson, U. S. S. Condition of 238

France. Expected arrival of Confederate jams from 62

Galveston, Tex.

Defenses of 123

Sealed communication from Prussian consul at 113

Ironclads, U. S. Laying up of, at New Orleans, I.a 218, 252, 253

Key West, Fla. Progress of work at 245

Le Compt, C. S. picket boat. Flag captured from 224

Mississippi River monitors. Seagoing qualities of 2.S(i

Mobile, Ala.

Explosion of ordnance stores in. May 25, 1865 19!)

Operations against, from March 8, including capture of city,

April 12, 1865 04,60,70,88,95,97

Mobile Bay, Ala.

Operations In 117, 118, 185, 195, 218, 219, 222

Sinking of U. S. vessels by torpedoes in 130,132

Monongahela and Bienville, U. S. steamers. Condition of 102

New Orleans, La. Change of location of naval headquarters in 256

Pass Cavallo, Tex. Destruction of C. S. schooner Anna Dale in,

February 18, 1865 42

Pensacola, Fla. Affairs at 110

Pink, U. S. S. Loss of, September 23, 1S65 250

Preston, U. S. S. Arrival of, at New Orleans, Ln 112
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Thatcher, Henry K.—Continued. Page.

Reports of—Continued.

R. R. Cuyler, V. S. S. Condition of 173

St. Martinsville, La. Recovery of light-house apparatus stored

at 232

San Domingo, West Indies. Measures for protection of American

Interests in 244,249

San Jacinto, U. S. S. Removal of wreck of 246

Sciota, U. S. S. Raising and repair of 237

Texas. Negotiations leading to surrender of Confederate forces

in 198, 211, 212, 216

Tombigbee River, Ala,

Blockade of Confederate vessels in 139

Status of blockade runners In 263

Surrender of Confederate vessels In, May 4-10, 1865_- 176-179, 187

Survey of vessels captured in 225

West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Condition and needs of 112, 117, 126, 129, 181

Conditions of sale of vessels of 233

Disposition of vessels 106, 120, 128,

171, 188, 212, 219, 230, 238, 240-243, 246-248, 252-256, 259-263

Webb, C. S. ram. Escape of, from Red River, La., April 23, and
her destruction, April 24, 1865 141, 155, 157, 164

Thielman, WiUiam. Mentioned 587

Thorn, George. Mentioned 630,631

Thorn, N. G. Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 336, 344

Thomas, George H. Mentioned 80, 169, 263

Thomas, Lorenzo. Correspondence with Charles F. Smith 427

For correspondence as Adjutant-General, see McClellan, G. B.

Thomas, N. W. See 2^^. W. Thomas, Steamer.

Thompson, Egbert.

Appointed to command U. S. S. Pittsburg 502

Correspondence with G. W. Rogers 594

Mentioned 464, 474, 501, 652, 653, 719, 726, 727

Report of operations of U. S. S. Pittsburg, February 11-17, including

attack on Fort Donelson, February 14, 1862 592

Thompson, James. Mentioned 736

Thompson, James D. Mentioned 736

Thompson, John. Mentioned 586

Thompson, John H. Mentioned 132

Thompson, M. Jeff.

Mentioned 399, 404, 406, 407, 751, 817, 831

Operations of, in vicinity of Cape Girardeau, Mo. Reports of

Dove, B. M 437
Perry, R 437

Thompson, T. J. Mentioned 170
Thomson, James F. Mentioned 72
Thurston, A. H. Mentioned 170
Tibbits, Howard. Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 231
Tift, N. & A. F. Mentioned 840,841
Tigress, Steamer. Mentioned 767
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Tilghman, Lloyd. Page.

Correspondence with *

Foote, A. H 548

Machen, W. B 797

Mentioned 317, 537-639, 563-569, 601-604, 801

Reports of.

Fort Henry, Tenn.

Attack on, January 17, 1862 815

Capture of, February 6, 1862 552-562

Time, Confederate boat. Mentioned 821

Tioga, U. & S. Mentioned 260,262
Toley, Thomas. Mentioned 736
Tombigbee Biver, Alabama.

Blockade of Confederate vessels in. Report of H. K. Thatcher 139

Disposition of blockade runners in 261,263

Expedition In, January 29-31, 1866. Report of William M. Stannard— 264

Surrender of Confederate vessels in, by Commodore E. Farrand, May
4-10, 1865.

Communications from B. Simpson 177

Flags and signals captured on 187

Memorandum of conditions 178

Orders and Instructions.

Farrand, E 181

Thatcher, H. K 179

Reports of

Simpson, E 180

Thatcher, H. K 176-179

Survey of captured vessels 225-229

Tonan, John. Mentioned 1 132

Torpedo boats 41, 103, 267-269

Torpedoes 67, 68, 70-76,

78, 81, 86-88, 92, 103, 127, 129-133, 174, 186, 237, 793, 799, 806, 807

Torrence, Judge. See Judge Torrence, V. S. 8.

Totten, James. Mentioned 79

Townsend, Samuel Ii. Mentioned 11

Tows, Thomas. Mentioned 736

Trabue, G. W. Correspondence with A. S. Johnston 611

Tracy, Fort See Fort Tracy, Ala.

Tracy, Thomas P.- Mentioned 19

Trading permits. Correspondence concerning 8,9,16,20,110,111

Trans-Mississippi Department. Negotiations leading to surrender of

Confederate forces in.

Communications from

Canby, E. R. S : 203,209

Granger, G 196

Lee, S. P - 214

Magruder, J. B 198,206,207,271-274

Sands, B. F 207

Thatcher, H. K 199,202,205,210

Evacuation of

Matagorda, Tex 210

Sabine Pass, Tex 207. 209, 211, 212

Velasco, Tex 207
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Page.

Trans-Mississippi Department. Negotiations leading to surrender of

Confederate forces in—Continued.

Occupation of Galveston, Tex., by XJ. S. naval forces, June 5, 1865 216

OflBcial announcement, by J. B. Magruder, of surrender 273

Order of B. F. Sands 205

Proclamation of J. B. Magruder 272

Reports of

Canby, E. E. S 213

Sands, B. F 205

• Thatcher, H. K 198,211,212,216

Trask, W. L.

Mentioned 409

Report of battle of Belmont, Mo., November 7, 1861 425

Travers, Doctor. Mentioned 311

Travers, Thomas B. Mentioned - 166,169

Travis, William E. Mentioned 834

Treasury Agents, TJ. S. Appointment of 614

Treasury Department, IT. S. Correspondence with

Navy Department, U. S 122,248,261

Wise, H. A 642

Trefoil, U. S. S.

Mentioned 75, 117, 321, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231

Orders for movements 50,246

Trenchard, Stephen D. Mentioned - -- 178

Trezevant, John T. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 741

Tritonia, U. S. S.

Expedition In Tomblgbee River, Ala . 264

Mentioned 1 4, 12, 25,

39, 57, 107, 118, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 247, 253, 255, 260, 262

Trudeau, James.

General orders 740, 745

Mentioned 739, 753, 755

Special orders 739

Trunier, James. Mentioned 736

Tunnan, John. Mentioned 736

Turner, Edmund P. Mentioned 273,274

For correspondence as assistant adjutant-general, see Mofircuder,/. B.

Turner, W. J. Mentioned ^ 170

Tumley, Parmenas T. Mentioned 359,484

Tuscaloosa, C. S. S. Mentioned 00,83,95,102,139

Tuscarora, C. S. S. Burning of, November 23, 1861 804,845

Tutt, Steamer. Mentioned 783

Twilight, Steamer. Mentioned
; 153

Tyler, Jesse. Mentioned 36

Tyler,* U. S. S.

Abstract log, September 12, 1861, to January 16, 1862 772,773
Armament, January, 1862 495
Casualties, engagement at Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., March 1, 1862.. 645
Condition of 351, 354

Engagements.

At Hickman and Columbus, Ky., September 4, 1861 309
At Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., March 1, 1862 643-648

• Known also as A. O. Tyler.
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Tyler, U. S. S.—Continued. Page.

Engagements—Continued.

With Confederate batteries near Columbus, Ky., October T,

1861 360-363
Expedition up Tennessee River to Florence, Ala., February 6-10,

1862 570-574
List of officers, February 6, 1862 551
Mentioned 301, 318, 323, 324, 334, 342, 349-

351, 359, 365, 373, 376, 383, 397, 437, 440, 448, 451, 470, 481, 483,

490, 491, 493, 497, 498, 511, 529-531, 575, 674, 700, 726, 778-786
" Operations.

Against Fort Donelson, Tenn., February 14-16, 1862._ 583, 585, 586, 591
At battle of Belmont, Mo., November 7, 1861 398, 400, 402, 405
At battle of Shiloh (Pittsburg Landing), Tenn., April 6-7, 1862

762-766
At capture of Fort Henry, Tenn., February 6, 1862— _ 534-538, 542, 551

In Mississippi River 302,

303, 305, 339, 340, 349, 366, 372, 373, 389, 482, 486, 487
In Tennessee River i 6.32-635,670

Orders for movements 335, 336, 343, 344, 362, 365, 372, 431, 482, 537
Protest of commander of, regarding firing from Fort Holt, Ky 476
Purchase and fitting out of 1 283-287, 290-294, 297-299

Reconnoissance in Tennessee River and engagement at Chickasaw,
Ala., March 12, 1862 606-669

Walke, Henry.

Appointed to command .3.32-333

Relieved of command . 501

Underhill, William H. Mentioned * 736
Underwood, Camp Joe. See Camp Joe Underwood, Ky.
Union, American. See American Union, Brig.

Uuiontown, Ky. Affairs at. Communication from S. L. Phelps 440

Union Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery—Regiments: 10th (Colored), 105.

Infantry—Regiments: 1st, 731; 46th (Colored), 154; 62d (Colored),

7, 15; 77th (Colored), 150; 93d (Colored), 116.

V. F. Wilson, Steamer. Mentioned 507,520,673,769,771,783

Valley, Platte. See Platte Valley, Steamer.

Vance, Mr. Mentioned 628

Vance, Joseph. Mentioned 736

Vance, Lewis R. Mentioned 2.5, 39, 57, 107, 231, 255

Vanderbilt, U. S. S.

Mentioned 672

Orders for movements 115

Vanderbilt, Cornelius. Mentioned 672

Van Dom, Earl.

Correspondence with

Anderson, W. J 837

Beauregard, G. T 828

Mentioned 743, 744, 827

Van Ness, J. G. Mentioned 736

Vasser, Elijah J. Mentioned 168

Vaugban, Alfred J., jr. Mentioned 422,423
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Velasco, Tes. Page.

Captures made off 5

Chasing ashore of the Confederate steamer Granite City near, Janu-

ary 21, 1865 16-18

Evacuation of, by Confederates 207

Velocity, Schooner. Mentioned 44

Vermilion Bayou, Iiouisiana. Capture of schooner Malta in, March 3,

1865. Report of L. S. Flckett 61

Vermilyea, B. H. See B. H. Vermilyea, British schooner.

Vibra, S. Mentioned 737

Vice-President, U. S. Correspondence with War Department, U. S 76^

Vicksburg, Steamer. Mentioned 824

Victor, David. Mentioned • 35

Villepigue, John B. Mentioned 768

Vincennes, TJ. S. ship. Mentioned 4,

12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 238

Vindicator, U. S. S. Chase of C. S. ram William H. Webb by, April

23-24, 1865 150,151,157,161,162,164

Violett, Mr. Mentioned • 98

Viosea, J. Mentioned 16

Virgin, Steamer. Mentioned 60, 263

Virginia. Removal of restrictions on commercial intercourse with 171

Virginia, Steamer. Mentioned 134

Virginia, U. S. S. Mentioned » 4,

12, 25, 32, 39, 57, 107, 121, 126, 129, 172, 189, 210, 213, 231, 243

Vittlnger, Jacob. Mentioned 551

Volunteer, Steamer. Orders for movements 107, 108

Voorhies, A. H. Mentioned 1 554, 565, 567

Voorhies, William M. Mentioned 561

Vroon, Samuel. Mentioned 551

W. B. Terry, Steamer. Seizure of, at Paducah, Ky., August 22, 1861-_ 304, 778

W. H. Brown, U. S. transport. Collision of, with U. S. S. Pittsburg 448

Waagner, Gustav.

Correspondence with U. S. Grant 329

Mentioned 300, 309, 311, 312, 317, 324, 326, 328, 772, 777-779

Reports of.

Belmont, Mo. Expedition to, September 2, 1861 310

XiUcas Bend, Mo. Engagement at, September 10, 1861 327

Wade, B. P. Correspondence with J. W. Blssell 734

Wade, Henry C.

Mentioned 3, 12, 254, 260, 262
Report of operations off Galveston, Tex 6

Wade, Richard M. Mentioned 551
Wainwright, Joseph H. Mentioned 255, 260, 262
Warnwright, Richard. Mentioned 432,437,441
Walke, Henry.

Appointed to command
Carondelet, TJ. S. S 501
Tyler, U. S. S 323,324,332,333

Correspondence with

Caven, Charles H 545
Dove, B. M 541
Foote, A. H , 322,335,336,344,359,469,530,534,704
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Walke, Henry—Continued. Page.

Correspondence with—Continued.
*

Grant, U. S 362, 365, 376, 389, 402, 428, 431, 440, 574, 594, 595

McNeeley, J. S 706

Navj' Department, U. S 318

Nixon, George J. W 545

Oglesby, R. J 338,343

Plielps, S. L : 439

Pope, John 715-719

Porter, William D 372

Mentioned 321,334,

342, 360, 361, 397-399, 405, 430, 437, 4SC, 487, 537, 538, 551, 584,

598, 652, 653, 673, 711-713, 722, 724, 728, 729, 732, 733, 762, 772

Ordered to assume charge of gunboats at Cairo, 111 .322

Relieved of command of U. S. S. Tyler 501, 773

Reiwrts of.

Belmont, Mo. Battle of, November 7, 1861 !___ 400, 402

Columbus, Ky. Engagement with Confederate batteries, near,

October 7, 1861 362

Fort Donelson, Tenn.

Attack on, and surrender of, February 12-16, 1862 587, 590

Proposed operations against 583

Port Henry, Tenn. Capture of, February 6, 1862 540

Fort Holt, Ky.
Defense of 451

Random firing from 476

Island No. 10, Mississippi. Operations resulting in surrender of,

April 7, 1862 698, 706, 710, 718, 726

Lucas Bend, Mo. Reconnolssance to.

September 22, 1861 349

October 3, 1*861 389

Mississippi and Ohio rivers. Operations in 372, 373

Mississippi River. Operations in 1 339,340,366,482

Mound City, 111. Repairs to vessels at 350, 354

Tennessee River. Burning of railroad bridges over 575

Walke, Henry A. Mentioned 551

Walker, G. A. Mentioned 170

Walker, George W. Mentioned 551

Walker, J. Knox.
Correspondence with John V. Wright 421

Mentioned 406, 408, 413, 414, 418, 422

Walker, John G. Mentioned 62

Walker, John T. Appointed to command C. S. torpedo boat St. Patrick. 207-269

Walker, Leroy P.. See War Department, C. S.

Walker, Lucius Karsb.

Mentioned '^^2, 755

Report of defense of Island No. 10, Mississippi River 740-742

Walker, WilUam. Mentioned 736

Wall, WiUiam H. Mentioned 152, 154, 155, 157, 167-169

Wallace, Lewis.

Correspondence with B. F. Sands 119

Mentioned 596, 597, 667, 668, 762, 764

Testimony of, as to conduct of Benjamin M. Dove at Fort Donelson.. 589



958 INDEX.

Page.

Wallace, Bush B. Mentioueft. 172,189,213,230

Wallace, William H. L. Mentioned 404

Walsh, Charles. Mentioned 737

Walsh, Jerry. Mentioned 736

Walters, Joseph I". Mentioned 166,169

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with

Brown, Neill S 809

Galloway, M. C 786

Gorgas, J 788

Johnston, A. S 563, 611, 613, 800, 816

Mills, Thomas B 790

Xavy Department, C. S 755

Pillow, G. J 787,789

Polk, L 654, 792, 793, 811, 815

Tennessee, Governor of 552, 786-788

War Department, TT. S.

Correspondence with

Cincinnati, President Board of Trade of 675

Ellet, C, jr 665, 680-683, 685

Foote, A. H 356, 575, 576, 582

Hallecli, H. W 661, 662, 664, 672, 681, 698

Moorhead, J. K 281

Navy Department, U. S 277, 284, 285, 287, 305, 307, 308, 579, 638

New Albany, Ind., President of Board of Trade of 675

Pittsburg, Pa., President Board of Trade of 675

Porter, W. D 761

Scott, Thomas A 704,709,712,715,716,722

Vice-President, TJ. S 769

Operations on Western waters under control of 280-282, 284-286

Proposal to transfer vessels on Western waters fronJ, to Navy Depart-

ment 467, 468, 476, 477, 478, 522

Special order regarding plan of blockade on Western rivers 279

War Eagle, Steamer. Mentioned 785

Ward, Andrew A. Mentioned 162

Ware, Addison. Mentioned 590

Warner, James H. Mentioned 258

Wash Graham. See Graham, Steamer.

Waterman, A. D. Mentioned 540

Waters, James. Mentioned 800

Watson, Mr. Mentioned 771

Watson, Negro. Mentioned 382

Watson, Leroy. Mentioned 382

Watson, Peter H. Correspondence with W. D. Porter , 761

Watters, John. Mentioned 4, 12, 25,'39, 50, 106, 121, 128

Watts, W. 0. Mentioned 553,561,569

Wave,* Confederate steamer. Escape of, from Calcasieu Pass, La.,

January 20, 1865 16-19

Waverly, Steamer. Mentioned 266

Wayne, Fort. See Fort Wayne, Steamer.

Weatherly, Jos. L. Correspondence with A. H. Foote 337

Weatherly, etc., Messrs. Mentioned 393

• Formerly U. S. S. Wave.
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Page.
Weaver, Mr. Mentioned 120
Weaver, D. Edward. Mentioned 551
Weaver, DanieL

Mentioned 551
Report of movements of U. S. S. Carondelet at bombardment of

Fort Henry, Tenn 541
Webb,* C. S. ram. Escape of, from Red River, La., April 23, and de-

struction, April 24, 1865.

Abstract log

Florida, U. S. S 16T
Lackawanna, U. S. S 160
Richmond, U. S. S 167

Communications from
Navy Department, V. S :. 160
Sherman, T. W 143,144
Thatcher, H. K 144, 147

List of oflBcers and crew, April 22, 1865 169,170
List of prisoners 157,166
Orders and instructions.

Banks, N. P 344,145
Canby, E. R. S 147
Greene, Theo. P 166
Palmer, James S 163
Sherman, T. W 142; 143, 145, 146, 149, 150, 154, 156
Thatcher, H. K 157,165

Reports of

Adams, Charles W 162

Carter, J. H 170

Ely, Robert B 161

Everett, Charles 145,147

Fitzhugh, W. E 142,358

Fitzwater, A. J 150,156

Foster, James P _" 163

Fiske, W. O 142,143

Grafton, Edw. C 159

Greene, Theo. P., et al 165

Lee, S. P 157

Le Roy, William E 148, 149

Lull, Edward P 159

McCook, A. McD * 164

Pinkerton, Allan 152

Read, Charles W 168-170'

Sherman, T. W -— 148, 156

Slattery, D. P 150

Thatcher, H. K 141,155,164

Wells, W. R 162

Webster, Joseph D. Mentioned 486,487,575,617,619

Weils, B. Mentioned 737

Weistine, Aug. Mentioned 737

Weller, F. J. Mentioned 553,561,569

Welles, Gideon. See Secretary of Navy, V. S.; also Navy Department,

V. 8.

* Same as William H. Webb.
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Wells, Charles C. Page.

Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 50

Mentioned 117, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231

WeUs, Lyman. Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 56, 106

Wells, William B.

Mentioned 158, 160

Report of escape of C. S. ram Webb from Red River, La., April 23,

and her destruction, April 24, 1865 162

Welsh, Jerry. Mentioned 736

Werner, Theodore. Mentioned 255

West, Department of the. See Department of the West.

Westfield, U. S. S. Mentioned 124

West Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Captures made by 5,11,17-19,26,27-38,

42-45, 49, 50. 53, Cl, 103, 109, 116, 135, 136, 176-181, 226-229, 264

Condition and needs of 4, 112, 117, 123, 126, 129, 181

Conditions of sale of vessels , 233

Disposition of vessels 3, 11, 25, 38, 56, 106,

120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230, 238, 240-243, 246-248, 252-256, 259-263

List of vessels of, retained in Gulf Squadron 254, 255

Men and material of C. S. Navy in Trans-Misslsslppi Department to

be surrendered to Mississippi Squadron and 203, 214

Name of, changed to West Gulf Squadron 211

Operations ^ 1-274

Palmer, James S., relieved of command 20, 22, 32 47 174 194
Reduction of expenses 48, 53
Reduction of force , 173,

204, 210, 217, 222, 223, 233, 236, 238, 240-243, 246-248, 252-256

Sale of vessels 255, 256
Signal numbers of vessels 118
Simpson, B., assumes duties as fleet captain 112
Thatcher, H. K., appointed to command 20, 22, 32, 47, 174
Vessels detached from » 238, 240-243, 255
Vessels ordered to duty in 22, 26, 27,

39, 40, 46-48, 50, 54-56, 69, 105, 107, 108, 118, 122, 141, 173, 192
Winslow, John A., ordered to relieve H. K. Thatcher of command of

Gulf Squadron 261
West Oulf Squadron.

Disposition of vessels. See West Oulf Blockading Squadron. Dis-
position of vessels.

Fitting of U. S. S. Estrella as flagship 218, 222
Name of, changed to Gulf Squadron '_

217, 237
Name of West Gulf Bloclsading Squadron changed to 211

West, James W. Mentioned 155, 157, 167, 169
Western Flotilla.

Complement of vessels 429
Discharge and pension of disabled officers of.

Instructions of Navy Department, U. S 582
Request of A. H. Foote for information 578

Organization and equipment of. See Western waters. Organization
and equipment of naval forces on.
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Western Waters. Page.

Armament of U. S. vessels serving on 454, 455, 405
Blockade of Southern commerce on.

Communications from Navy Department, U. S 277,279,280
Orders and instructions.

Navy Department, U. S 2S0
War Department, V. S 279

Plan of James B. Eads 277

Foote. A. H.

Appointed flag-officer 429, 444

Appointed to command U. S. naval forces on 307,313,318,320
General orders and instructions regarding movements of U. S. ves-

sels 333, 335, 365, 366, 374, 465, 655, 674

Henriques, S., appointed paymaster in chief of U. S. naval forces on-_ 386

Officers assigned to U. S. vessels on 481, 483

Organization and equipment of naval forces on—Confederate.

Act of Confederate Congress 814

Communications from
Brown, Neill S., et al 806,810

Navy Department, C. S 811,812

Polk, L 793,794

Order of G. T. Beauregard 838

Organization and equipment of naval forces on—Union.

Communications from

Adams, Theodore 484

Cullum, George W 470

Dahlgren, John A 511

Foote, A. H 320, 341, 353, 356, 360, 368-370, 385-388, 434,

438, 439, 444, 446, 450, 464, 468-470, 473, 477, 478, 483, 642, 663

Fremont, J. C 297

Halleck, H. W 465

Howard, W. A .- 447

Meigs, M. C 390,431,468,405

Moorhead, J. K 281

Navy Department, U. S 280,

281, 284-286, 292, 204, 299, 305, 307, 308, 312, 313, 332, 337,

33S, 344, 350, 384, 392, 432, 435, 464, 467, 471, 516, 579, 638, 659

Paulding, Leonard 441

5prter, W. D 350

Eipley, J. W 45.^

Sanford, J. P 580

Thom, N. G 336

War Department, U. S 284,287

Wise, George D 472

Wise, H. A 295,469,516

Newspaper clipping 461

Orders and instructions.

Foote, A. H 331, 335, 337, 343, 353, 359, 368, 392, 432-434, 440-444

Fremont, J. 333,335

Grant, U. S 428

Halleck, H. W 575

Kilty, A. H 367

rf w B—VOL 22 61
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Western Waters—Continued. Page.

Organization and equipment of naval forcps on—^Unlon—C!ontinued.

Orders and instructions—Continued.

McClellan, George B 504

Navy Department, U. S 280, 281, 287, 295, 304, 307, 318, 401

Rodgers, John 294, 296, 301, 306

War Department, U. S 575, 576

Reports of

Dove, B. M 441-443

Foote, A. H 314, 330, 331, 342, 354,

355, 357, 360, 363, 364, 373, 376, 378, 384, 390, 393, 395, 429, 438, 445

Kilty, A. H 365

Pennoclc, A. M 478

Phelps, S. L 289-294, 364

Rodgers, John 282, 283, 286, 294, 297, 298, 302, 306, 318

Sanford, J. P 342

Winslow, John A 367

Wise, George D 456, 460

See also Cairo, III.; Mortar Flotilla; St. Louis, Mo.; Mound City,

111.; Ram Fleet.

Pennock, A. M., appointed fleet captain, U. S. naval forces on 374,443

Proposal to transfer U. S. vessels on, to Navy Department. Commu-
nications from

Foote, A. H 468, 477, 478

Navy Department, TJ. S 467,476,477,522

Rodgers, John.

Appointed to command U. S. naval forces ou 280, 349

Removed from command of U. S. naval forces on_ 297, 307, 318, 320, 349

Wetzel, Jeremiah. Mentioned 551

Whalen, James. Mentioned 736

Wheeler, James R.

Correspondence with Navy Department, U. S 27

Mentioned "

106, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231, 243

Wheelock, E. W. Mentioned 769-771

White, Captain. Mentioned 153

White Cloud, Steamer. Mentioned 450,783

White, J. S. Mentioned 410,410

White, Julius. Mentioned 289

White River, Arkansas. Operations in. Communications frqp W. J.

Anderson 837

Whiteman, Thomas J. Mentioned 116

Whiting, Adoniram. Mentioned 3,

12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 230, 254, 260, 262

Whiting, C. H. Mentioned 737

Whiting, William D. Mentioned 260,262

Whittemore, Henry M. Mentioned 35,30

Whittle, William C.

Memorandum from, regarding strengthening defenses of Island

No. 10 817

Mentioned 751, 824, 828, 840-842, S44

WicklifEe, John C. Mentioned 803
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Page.

WicklifPe, Nathaniel. Correspondence with L. Polk 612
Wiggin, George. Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 57, 107, 121, 129, 172, 189, 213, 231
Wiggins, Charles. Mentioned 737
Wilbar, Charles C. Mentioned 114
Wilcox, M. D. Mentioned 380-383
Wilcoxsen, John D. Mentioned 551

Wilderness, U. S. S. Mentioned 12C
Wilkins, Anderson. Mentioned 74,133
Wilkins, George F. Mentioned 128,172,189,213,231,255,260,262
Wilkins, J. A. Mentioned 423
Willard, Charles M. Mentioned 317
William G. Anderson, U. S. barU. Mentioned 3, 12, 25, 38, 56

106, 120, 128, 171, ISS, 201, 212, 231, 242, 243, 253, 255, 260, 262
William H. Brown, r. S. S. Mentioned 404, 440, 444, 448-450, 684, 772, 779
William H. Webb. See Webb, C. 8. ram.

Williams, Courtland P. Mentioned 2.'>4, 260
Williams, James B. Mentioned 25.5

Williams, John. Mentioned 587
Williams, ti. Mentioned 170
Williams, Lewis J. Mentioned 75
Williams, Peter. Mentioned 254,200,262
Williams, Philip. Mentioned 131,132
Williams, Seth. Correspondence with I'. S. Grant 404
Williamson, Captain. Mentioned 291,307
Williamson, George. Correspondence; with I.. Tilghman 815
Williamson, James C. Mentioned ' ^ 260
Willis, Negro. Mentioned 382
Willis, Ben. See Ben Willis, British schooner.

Willitt, Thomas. Mentioned * 540

Will-o'-the-wisp, Steamer. Destruction of, off (Jalveston, Tex., Kebru-

ary 10, 1865 32-37, 124
Wilson, Byron.

Appointed to command V. S. S. Lexington 324
Mentioned 342, 352, 361, 442, 443, 580, 684

Report of departure of steamer Dan. (J. Taylor from Cairo 448

Wilson, Charles (Seaman). Mentioned 694

Wilson, Charles, 1st. Mentioned 736

Wilson, Charles, 2d. Mentioned 736

Wilson, Dana. Mentioned 540

Wilson, Henry.
Correspondence with Robert Morris 51

Mentioned 3, 0, 12, 25, 38, 56, 106, 120, 128, 171, 188, 212, 217, 230

Reports of.

Fort Point, Tex. Attempted destruction of Confederate steamer

near, February 25, 1865 1 51

Galveston, Tex. Defenses of 124

Wilson, James H. Mentioned 90

Wilson, John. Mentioned 74,132

Wilson, O. Mentioned 736

Wilson, V. F. See V. F. Wilson, Steamer.

Wilson, William H. Mentioned 550

Winchester, Steamer. Mentioned 752, 757, 771
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"Winnebago, U. S. S. Page.

Laid up at New Orleans, La 252, 255
Mentioned 4, 12, 25, 39, 57,

71-73, 79, SO, 87, 107, 118, 121, 122, 129, 1.S5, 139, 172, 189, 213, 231
Operations In Mobile Kay 8,9

Winslow, Henry. Mentioned 411,410
"Winslow, John A.

Certificate of Assistant Surgeon Ludlow refrardinj: wound of 450
Correspondence with

Foote, A. H .308,432,442

Navy Department, U. S 334

Mentioned 201, 361, 305, 374, 433, 4.34, 441, 44S, 450, 478, 482, 501, 503

Reports of.

Cairo, 111. Arrival of L'. S. S. St. Louis at 444
Emerald, Steamer. Charter of 307

Wlntersmtth, Richard C. Report of attack on Fort Donelson, Tenn.,

February 12, 1862 609

Wintter, B. Mentioned 819
Wisconsin No. 2, Steamer. Mentioned 769,771
Wisdom, Dew Idoore. Mentioned 423

Wisdom, Thomas W. Mentioned 617,618
Wise, A. Mentioned 170

Wise, George D.

Correspondence with

Foote, A. H 4.">9, 402, 403, 472, 491, 496, 074, 760

Wise, H. A 079

Mentioned 3S6, 477, 4,S4, 040, 042, 003, 073, 684

Report of organization of U. S. naval forces on Western waters 456,460

Wise, Henry A. ,

Correspondence with

Ames, J. T 709

Blair, Frank P 295

Foote, A. H 409, 510, 517, 521-524, .'J20-52,S, 532, 549, 613, 635,
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